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IT is impossible to find a part 
of society that has not been 
affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic, and we are all too 
aware that this is taking its toll 
on music and the creative arts. 
With our continued ArtsMark 
focus at Linton Heights, cre-
ativity has been a vital part of 
our Distance Learning over 
the last 12 months, where we 
have also embraced the na-
tional #candomusic trend de-
spite the restrictions we have 

been under. But with so much 
learning happening online, 
simple pleasures like mak-
ing live music collaboratively 
and singing together have re-
ally been missed by pupils and 
staff. 
As the lockdown eases, our 
Recovery Curriculum allows 
for the return to some of these 
activities, currently within our 
safe year-group bubbles. For 
example, this month the whole 
school will be taking part in 

the world record breaking 
Biggest Sing, the choir will be 
performing at local Summer 
Fairs and our year six pupils 
will be hard at work rehears-
ing their end of year musical 
play ready to perform in July. 
Our pupils have also been 
excited by the recent arrival 
of 35 ukeleles to support our 
whole-class instrumental mu-
sic teaching. These new in-
struments will gradually be 
introduced to all of our pupils 

from Year 4 upwards over the 
next term and a half, and will 
contribute to the practical mu-
sic making opportunities our 
pupils enjoy whilst showing 
we all #candomusic.

Emma Mason
 Music lead

Linton Heights Junior 
School

Still haven’t had a vaccine? 
HAVE you had your first Covid vaccination yet?  If not, and 
you are in a cohort between 1 and 6, please contact us as soon 
as possible to arrange an appointment. If you fall into one of 
the cohorts 7 to 12, please ring 119 or go to www.nhs.uk/condi-
tions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination where you 
can directly book your first dose appointment at a central vac-
cination centre. 
If you need to book your second dose, NHS England guide-
lines state that patients should return to the venue where they 
had their first vaccination, as the second dose will be allocated 
and sent to that original venue.  As always, if any of the Co-
vid vaccination guidelines change we will let you know via 
our website www.grantamedicalpractices.co.uk and our social 
media platforms. However, please don’t hesitate to contact us 
directly if you do not have access to the internet. We would like 
to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued sup-
port and kind words, as well as all the biscuits, chocolates and 
other lovely treats. The goodwill shown to us whilst we deliver 
the vaccines means so much to all of us.    

Sandra East, Head of Patient Services
Email: sandra.east@nhs.net Direct 

Goodbye to Deepa and Rajee
DURING May, Deepa Sodha contacted the Linton News to inform 

us that she and Husband Rajee would be leaving the Pharmacy. 
Deepa said:  

After 38 years of service, my husband and I have decided to make our 
last delivery and call time at the Village Pharmacy. Words cannot ex-
press our gratitude to you, the local community, for the endless care 
and support over the years. We particularly want to thank those volun-
teers who selflessly helped deliver prescriptions to the community and 
continue to do so throughout this global pandemic. Without their help, 
we would never have been able to deliver the service to those in need. 
Tears, hugs, smiles and laughter. We have been through every emotion 
together and we will always remember fondly every customer’s unique 
impact on our lives. However, as one chapter ends, a new one begins. 
You may have noticed a few new faces in the pharmacy of late, so we 
wish to formally introduce to you all the new management in Amar and 
Hassan. We hope you will give them the support you have given us. We 
cannot speak more highly of them, and we are certain they will enrich 
our lovely community with their youthful and professional touch. Look-
ing forward to seeing you all in the near future.

We are sure that all of our readers would like to join us in saying a 
heartfelt thanks for the couple’s tireless commitment to Linton, and we 
wish them the very best in their retirement. We would also like to offer 
a huge Linton welcome to Amar and Hassan, who show every sign of 
being excellent successors. 

 Linton News Team
Photo: Deepa Sodha

Ukeleles for all

Quiz - Where in Linton?
St MARY’S Events committee is creating a pictorial quiz of as-
pects of Linton. The aim is to find the location of items shown 
in the pictures and make your village walks more interest-
ing. The photos include unusual architectural details on older 
buildings, e.g. windows, doors, chimneys, largely within the 
conservation area of the village. Quiz sheets cost £2 each and 
will be available from Boswells, Sweet Talk News and Nour-
ish Linton, or email events@stmaryslinton.org.uk for further 
information. There will be a prize for the most correct answers. 
In the event of a tie, the prize will be awarded by pulling a 
name from the hat. The closing date for submitting entries is 
26th June. Good luck!

Sue Mudge 
on behalf of St Mary’s Events Committee

Deepa  and Rajee in the Pharmacy, from which they 
have served the village for nearly 40 years

Army of litter 
pickers tidy up our 

village

SUNDAY May 30th saw a swarm of volunteers take to the 
streets for the ‘Big Linton Litter Pick.’  The weather could not 
have been better, with sun hats and shades being the order of the 
day. Families and friends young and old started from the Pavil-
ion at 10.30 and could be found among the village’s hedgerows 
and bushes working industriously. The event, organised by 
Helen Brookes, Linton Parish Council and Friends of the River 
Granta, formed part of the national Great British Spring Clean  
campaign. Pickers were given tools and supplies at the Pavil-
ion, where much needed refreshments were also made avail-
able. Seven large bags of rubbish were collected and among the 
more unusual items were a toilet seat and a rubber dinghy. 

Linton News Team

Erin, Anna and Ying Huang, enjoying the weather and 
making a difference 

F# minors: a group music session underway

THE bellringers have been 
very quiet for the past year 
in order to adhere to the Co-
vid restrictions, with single 
bells being rung to announce 
Sunday services and mark na-
tional events. 
However, since 17th May we 
have been allowed to resume, 
albeit with some restrictions 
in place. We will be return-
ing to our pre-Covid sched-
ule of ringing for the 10am 
Sunday service and practis-
ing Wednesday evenings be-
tween 7pm and 9pm (usually 
start at 7:30pm, but allowing 

for a slightly earlier start 
when required for learners). 
Additional ringing may also 
occur from time to time for 
weddings, other church ser-
vices, civil and village events, 
ringing meetings and quarter 
peals.

Sue Ellis 
Secretary, St Mary’s 
Church Bell Ringers

892257

The bells ring out once more 

Coming full circle: Henry, Miles, Jackie and Keith rang  on a 
Sunday morning for the first time since autumn 

Linton’s Walking Market
Sunday 13th June

10am - 3pm
To book a place:

lintonwalking-market@
outlook.com
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TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Established 1991

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

Bespoke massage and chiropractic care 
for aches and pains
Specific techniques for pregnancy and children
15 years’ experience
Call 07870568548

www.cambridgefamilychiro.co.uk

Cambridgeshire Family
Chiropractic Centre

Dear Editor 

Our beloved chocolate Labrador Gulliver passed away on 26th 
April, having been in Linton since he was 8 weeks old until 
the end at a magnificent 16. Many village residents will have 
known him as he spent much of his life in the 3 pubs and the 
club house! He was a beautiful dog and had the best life - Lin-
ton is a great place to live when you have a dog. So many lovely 
walks; enjoy them folks but please do pick up your dog’s poo! 

Hannah Ward 

Readers write...

THE climate chaos is having a significant im-
pact on communities in Kenya. 
Without a reliable source of water, many com-
munities are struggling to survive, and the 
coronavirus pandemic has made the lack of 
water more desperate. One of these people is 
Rose. Rose battles every day to bring water 
home for her grandchildren. But the climate 
crisis is driving her to the brink. ‘We have to 
walk long distances. We are suffering,’ Rose 
said. ‘Because of climate change, I worry a lot 
about food. I pray to God that the rainfall will 
become normal.’
Faced with this devastation, Rose strives to 
provide for her grandchildren. Every morning, 
after nothing to eat, she sets out on a long and 
dangerous journey, walking six hours to collect 
water. 
There is an earth dam just minutes away from 

her home. It should be a lifeline. But it’s not 
wide enough or deep enough for everyone’s 
needs. It runs out of water too quickly. 
With a dam full of water, Rose would be free 
from her long, painful journeys. She’d have 
time to grow fresh vegetables for her family to 
eat. And she could see her grandchildren grow 
up to live life in all its fullness. Stand with 
people like Rose and support Christian Aid by 
donating at www.caweek.org or you can leave 
your donation by visiting St Mary’s during the 
week of the 7th - 12th June. This will replace 
the usual house to house collection we normal-
ly hold in May.
Further enquiries, or for someone to give a talk, 
please contact me. 

Pam Richardson
890921

Gulliver in his natural form, and in comedy mode

19 YEAR old Ally Carder pledged 310,000 of her steps in 
May to help raise funds for Anthony Nolan. This charity 
connects leukaemia patients with suitable stem cell donors, 
in a potentially life-saving endeavour. 
For Ally, this is personal. In 2019, her dad was diagnosed 
with Acute Myeloid Leukemia – AML – a quick and deadly 
form of cancer, if left without early detection and treatment. 
There are around 3200 new AML cases annually in the UK 
(more than eight daily), according to 2015 – 2017 statistics. 
As a successful form of treatment, stem cell transplant poses 
the challenge of matching donor and patient. This is where 
Anthony Nolan comes in. Ally, an accounting apprentice, 
walked 10 000 steps every day last month, in gratitude for 
the successful treatment of her father. “Due to the incredible 
work of Anthony Nolan, he found a successful stem donor 
match. “My dad is now in remission, thanks to a stranger 
who donated their stem cells,” she says.
If you’d like to make a donation on Ally’s behalf, please go 
to www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ally-carder

Linton News Team

Ally raises funds 
after Dad saved 

by stranger
Dear Editor

I AM retiring at the end of June, 
and thus stepping down as Priest 
at Hadstock. My very best wishes 
for the future to all in Hadstock 
and those I have known at Linton 
also. It has been a privilege and a 
pleasure to serve here for the past 
seven years.

Revd. Paula Griffiths 

Dear Editor

Could readers please keep their eyes peeled for my tortoise 
who escaped from his run in Rivey Way a few weeks ago. My 
house backs onto Rivey Lane so he could be anywhere out 
there. Any help finding him would be fantastic, please contact 
me via the Linton News

Rita Williams

Live events 
to celebrate 

1000 years of 
St. Botolph’s

Hadstock
A FEW weeks ago, it felt 
reasonably hopeful that step 
four of the Coronavirus road 
map would take place on 21 
June, and most social activity 
would be able to proceed. At 
the time of writing, the Indian 
variant is spreading fast, and 
the government is expressing 
some caution about whether 
step four will be possible.
If the relaxation of Corona-
virus restrictions allows, it is 
hoped that it may be possible 
to hold live exhibitions in St 
Botolph’s church on Satur-
day 26 June between 2 and 4 
pm, as well as an exhibition 
of paintings on the theme of 
Hadstock over the centuries: 
a historic exhibition, organ-
ised by the Hadstock Society 
with support from the Saffron 
Walden Museum.
We had also hoped to link 
these to the possible Mini-
Fete being planned by Had-
stock Fete Committee.
The exhibitions will pay care-
ful attention to Coronavirus 
safety, with social distancing, 
a one-way system, and clean-
ing of the building. We would 
love to see you there, but 
please appreciate that we may 
have to cancel them at short 
notice if the Coronavirus situ-
ation deteriorates.
For further information please 
see www.hadstock.org.uk
Thanks to the generous sup-
port for our programme from 
the Lottery Heritage Fund and 
the Diocese of Chelmsford 
and the Hadstock Society.

Paula Griffiths
Priest at Hadstock 

Rose needs every last drop to
 survive this 
climate crisis

Ally with Dad Roger, who’s life was 
saved by the Anthony Nolan charity



PJB 
Maintenance

No job too small
Ground work, Patios, Floor 

& Wall Tiling, Fencing, Roof 
repairs, Demolition

CPSC Licence
Free Estimates

Call Peter Belsom on
Mob: 07799 183308
 Tel: 01223 668475

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage LTD

Unit 3 & 4, Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambs
CB21 4XN

Tel : 01223 894140
Fax : 01223 890035
mhgarage@btconnect.com

MOT by appointment while you wait
Servicing, Collection & Delivery Service

YOUR  LOCAL 
BEAUTY SALON

–––––
Check us out at 

5 Balsham Road, Linton 
Cambridge CB21 4LD

youbeautycambridge.co.uk
01223 668400

The Crown Inn Freehouse

We are all looking forward to welcoming you back  
this summer.

Serving inside and out.
Open 7 days a week with a new look summer menu.

Dog friendly as ever! 
Bookings 01223 891759

ADVERTISING
Requests for adverts can be sent to: 
Judith Rouse: adverts.linton.news@gmail.com

THE LINTON NEWS Next Publication 5th July  2021
DEADLINES FOR NEWS ITEMS:
 Wednesday 16th June 

FOR DISTRIBUTION QUERIES CONTACT: 
Delivery managers: Jenny and Chris Murison, 660408, or 
07905 384741  delivery.linton.news@gmail.com

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR 
Should be sent to Jack Glossop
editor.linton.news@gmail.com
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Linton bin collection dates
Call 893619 for an audio version of the Linton News. 

Black bins:   Monday 7th      &   Monday 21st June
Blue bins:     Tuesday 1st  &  Mondays 14th & 28th June
Green Bins:  Tuesday 1st  &  Mondays 14th & 28th June

The Linton News is looking 
for 

volunteers to help with the 
production of the paper

 please email: 
volunteer.linton.news@

gmail.com for more details

WHAT a month it has been for the district. After the easing of 
covid regulations we are now allowed to meet outdoors. Some 
of our Rangers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows are starting to 
have fun outdoors again. Our fantastic Jarman Centre in New-
market is hosting campfire cooking for us from 17th May. Girls 
will be using small campfires to cook tea and make Smores. 
One of our Jarman Centre leaders has also just re-completed 
their archery qualification, allowing archery to be taught for 
people who use the Jarman Centre. It is an amazing resource to 
have so close to home. Girls have been having fun in the park 
and picnics have been planned as well as a host of other excit-
ing things. Have you ever tried to step through a piece of pa-
per… it is easy when you know how. If you would like to join in 
the fun and adventure and make new friends, take a look at our 
website. Rainbows 5-7, Brownies 7-10, Guides 10-14, Rangers 
14-18. If you remember what fun it was as a girl, encourage 
your daughter to join us. If you would enjoy it as an adult, join 
us in a role you would enjoy or join the Trefoil Guild 18+; the 
possibilities are endless.

Lousia, Linton DC
www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved

IT HAS been great to see so many people back in the library - at 
the time of writing, our managed browsing service continues, as 
does the option to use our Select and Collect service. As we move 
further into June, please continue to check the library website 
and social media for any changes to this, or ask at the library. 

The Summer Reading Challenge 2021 is fast approaching 
and will be taking place during the school summer holidays 
once again. The theme this year is Wild World Heroes. 

‘The Library Presents’ is back with a new season of events, 
with activities taking place at several outdoor locations as well 
as online workshops. The season runs until 17th July. Browse the 
programme by visiting www.library.live/the-library-presents or 
pick up a brochure at the library.

HiVIS Fortnight takes place 7th to 20th June – come in and 
ask about all we offer for vision & print impaired readers (LP, 
audiobooks, eaudiobooks, dyslexia friendly). A new accessible 
webpage with information will be available soon on our web-
site.

A very warm welcome to our new Community Library As-
sistant at Linton Library, Ann King. We are very pleased she has 
joined the team. 

Lindsay Healy and Ann King, 
Community Library Assistants, Linton Library

Linton Library opening hours: Tuesday 10am-2pm / 
Thursday 2-6pm

Customer Services (regular office hours): 0345 045 5225
Bus Pass application & renewal: 0345 045 1367

Blue Badge application & renewal: 0345 045 5204
Website: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

THE CLUB did not run its usual plant sale this year due to Covid 
restrictions, so instead we have been holding occasional plant 
stalls when stocks and the weather allow. The stalls are self-
service with an honesty box. Look out for one when you are out 
and about in the village on a Saturday. If you have any spare 
plants which you would like to donate to the stalls, please email 
lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk or call on 01223 893577.

As things slowly begin to return to normal we have begun to 
organise the speaker programme for the Club which we plan to 
restart in September. We always welcome new ideas for speak-
ers and topics so if you have any suggestions or would like to 
give a talk to the club yourself, please contact me.

After an unseasonably cold and dry April, gardeners are now 
welcoming milder conditions and some much-needed rain. On 
the vegetable plot we have been harvesting the autumn sown 
lettuces which have overwintered well along with the winter 
onions. The leeks have been dibbed in, the potatoes are being 
ridged up and our peas and onion sets are growing well. We 
have had to sow more French beans as the first lot have been 
very slow to germinate. We are hoping to plant out our hardened 
off tomatoes, courgettes, bedding plants and annual flowers by 
the end of May. Enjoy your plants and gardens.

Jim, Linton Gardening Club 

WE didn’t book a speaker for May. Instead, we entertained 
ourselves on zoom with members reading comic poems and a 
monologue, telling jokes, a cockney rhyming quiz, eg what is 
a treacle? Answer – a sweetheart, and a quiz on dates, eg what 
happened in 1979?  Answer – Mrs Thatcher became prime 
minister.  Member Liz Cox, had previously posted a quiz sheet 
to members with words ending with the syllable ‘age,’ e.g. ‘the 
vote’ should be ‘suffrage’, and answers were read out.  There 
will be a speaker on 1st June, again on Zoom, the talk entitled 
‘Bus Pass to Student Card’ given by Dorothy Woods.  Any 
lady who would like to join us on Zoom would be more than 
welcome.  Look out for the notices on the parish notice boards 
at the beginning of the month for the contact number.  If you 
are new to the village and would like to get to know people, 
or perhaps you have retired and want to feel part of something 
again, then the WI might be for you.  You are assured of a 
warm welcome. Our meetings are held on the first Tuesday of 
the month at 7.30 pm.  From September we should be back 
in the village hall, subject to Covid restrictions.  In the future, 
when things return to normal, the WI has sociable coffee morn-
ings, and the Cambridge Federation organises many events, 
coach outings and even holidays from their Girton office.  Why 
not give us a try?

Sally Probets (891021)

Social
evening

Library news

Gardening Club

LINTON squadron is back parading face-to-face. Flight 
Lieutenant Tennison, the squadron’s Commanding Of-
ficer, has been particularly impressed with the turn out, 
saying: “It was such a pleasure to see so many cadets 
return to our first face-to-face parade night in 14 months. 
With over 20 cadets in attendance and raring to go, the 
squadron is well placed to get back to a full programme 
and invite new membvers to join.” 
Over the past year all the cadets have grown, so one of 
the first major jobs was to re-issue new uniforms. To get 
the cadets working well together again, throughout May 
the training programme has focussed on team building 
and leadership tasks. This is particularly essential as the 
summer will see 2523 partake in some public events but 
also wing-wide competitions. We are settling into our 
new accommodation at Linton Heights Junior School 
where we are parading on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
There are several opportunities to join the squadron as a 
cadet or staff instructor. Cadets must be a minimum of 12 
years old and in year 8. Our minimum age for staff is 20; 
all training is provided. With shooting and gliding oppor-
tunities being announced this month, and with aspirations 
for some summer camps to go ahead too, we are seeing 
a meaningful return to activities: new joiners and current 
cadets alike can look forward to full and varied training 
opportunities. It’s good to be back! 

Bradley Wright
Pilot Officer RAFAC

training.2523@rafac.mod.gov.uk
07943 873272

2523 Linton Air 
Cadets

Guides, Brownies 
and Rainbows back 

together
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LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs
 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  

 01223 890060

   07765 594398

Mob:
07765 594398
Office: 
01440 702498

Neil Claxton
Painting & Decorating

Interior/Exterior
Rooms Emulsioned 

from £120
FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 E-mail:
n.claxton925@btinternet.com

A J Pest Control Ltd                                                  
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control

Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, Moths, Ants, 
Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

Tel: 01799 542 505     Mobile: 07855478824  
E-mail: info@ajpestcontrol.com www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355
74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY
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‘ROUND and round the garden’…. says the nurs-
ery rhyme. If you are near the churchyard on a 
Wednesday morning, you’ll find a happy group of 
babies, toddlers and preschool children playing in 
the Church Pavilion Garden. Following a year of 
restrictions preventing Tots in Tow from meeting, 
it was fantastic to re-open on 14th April, in the 
fresh air and with covid safety measures in place. 
We visited the Chalklands Community Garden 
on 19th May with a special time of stories and 
song shared with some of the older Chalklands 
residents. Tots in Tow has served the families of 
Linton for more than 30 years, offering friendship 
and a safe space where little ones can play and 
learn. For more information or to book a place 
at one of our sessions, contact us via Tots in Tow 
Facebook page or email cafm@stmaryslinton.
org.uk. 

Sarah Thorne  (Children and 
Families Minister, St Mary’s Church)

WE are delighted our new Creative Communities project has met 
with such a positive response with almost 60 participants of all 
levels registered to take part in some or all of the activities. We 
are embarking on the third month of our Creative Communities 
project: having enjoyed drawing activities in April and sewing in 
May we are about to embark on painting. Each month different 
small teams of volunteers lead the activities, whilst others help 
with the admin and delivery. It’s really wonderful to see how 
already skills are being learnt and shared across the village and 
generations, and best of all,  connections and friendships forming.

Our monthly meet ups are via Zoom, but we hope to start 
meeting in person in the next month or two at the village hall. 
We have plans to do a sketching trail in summer, and a sewing 
bee and village wall hanging. In July and August our activities 
will include recycling and collage.

If you are interested in joining in the fun, it is not too late – 
just contact us at our email: lintoncommunityhelp@gmail.com

We still have funds and want to help practically too – if you 
are just about managing and worried about bills, please do get 
in contact.

Linton Community Help & Creative Communities Team

Like everyone else, we’re looking forward to further relaxations 
of Covid restrictions. Plans are under way for christenings and 
weddings later in the summer, and some of the limitations on 
numbers at funerals are already eased. Please do get in touch 
with our church administrator if you would like to mark any of 
these occasions in St Mary’s, or with the help of St Mary’s clergy 
elsewhere (in the case of funerals by cremation, or in the Wood-
land Burial Ground at Barton).  I stress that church weddings, 
funerals and christenings are not just for regular church-attenders, 
but for anyone who would like the important milestones of life 
marked with prayer and the message of God’s love. The Church 
of England is here for the whole community, seeking to offer 
pastoral care and follow-up through continuing contact where 
wished. For myself, these aspects of ministry are among the most 
important. Your Rector feels privileged to be a priest for the wider 
community, and not just for the regular congregation.

I write this with sadness, as in July I shall be retiring and 
leaving Linton, but I’m sure my successor will also enjoy serv-
ing the whole village. Meanwhile, please help me ‘on my way’ 
by attending a Grand Garage/Yard Sale at 11A Joiners Road on 
June 26th, from 10 till 3, selling all kinds of household effects in 
support of Christian Aid’s work for resilience to climate change 
in poor communities overseas. Please come, help us ‘downsize’, 
pick up a bargain and support a good cause!

Maggie Guite
Rector of St Mary’s

rector@stmaryslinton.org.uk

As you walk down Linton High Street your eye may be drawn 
to a pop-up gallery filled with colourful and quirky paintings, 
prints and mosaics.  These are the work of Linton-born artist Jim 
Anderson, recently returned to the village after living for many 
years in London. 
The son of Linton GP the late Dr. John Anderson, Jim was always 
interested in art whilst at school, and was encouraged in this by his 
family. After an Art Foundation course at Cambridge Tech (now 

A little background on artist Jim Anderson

Getting creative together Buggies everywhere!

News from St Mary’s

ARU), he took a degree in Eng-
lish and American Literature at 
Oxford University. He thought 
of becoming a theatre design-
er and went on to Central St. 
Martin’s, eventually teaching 
Art History and Drama at the 
late-lamented Friends’ School 
in Saffron Walden and exhib-
iting his artwork through the 
Royal Society of Painters and 
Printmakers based at Bankside 
Gallery in London.

Jim has always loved the 
idea of public art and in 1998 
started making mosaics, often 
working in schools.  Mosaics, 
which are generally made of 
broken pieces of tiles etc, tie 
in well with his ecological be-
liefs - he doesn’t fly and cycles 
wherever possible.  In Adden-
brookes you can see four of his 
large mosaic murals, one made 
in collaboration with a group of 
children from Kenya.

Jim has an eclectic taste in 
music.  In his younger days he 
played the theremin in a rock 
band called Jujubabies, who 

Buggies parked near the church pavilion garden as the children play

Jim Anderson with one of his paintings

were 2004’s band-in-residence at Ibiza’s Manumission Club.
Jim really is a man of many parts. You can read more about 

him by looking at his websites www.kenya-mosaic.com and  
www.jimpanzee-art.co.uk and see his paintings at 113 High Street 
in Linton.

Sarah Hurcum 

The children are very much enjoying our outdoor environ-
ment and getting our planting areas ready for planting some 
fruit and vegetables for all to enjoy. The children have also 
been enjoying looking for bugs and insects in the garden, as 
we are currently looking at life cycles. They will soon be able 
to see the life cycle of butterflies where we will be watching 
and observing their changes. We would like to let everyone 
know that from the end of May we will have a new website at 
a new website address - www.chestnutplaygroup.org.uk - and 
our old website address will no longer be in use. The website 
has lots of information about the playgroup, how to request a 
place, and our contact information. Please get in touch as soon 
as possible to request a place for the next academic year.

The Chestnuts Team

Chestnuts to launch new 
website



AS summer arrives, we hope that readers will continue to 
enjoy the walks listed on the website www.hundredparishes.
org.uk. These varied routes provide a wonderful opportunity 
to appreciate the variety of wildflowers growing in field mar-
gins, hedgerows, verges, churchyards and village greens.  After 
this season’s chilly start, the warmer days have encouraged an 
abundance of flowers to provide essential nectar and pollen to 
support visiting pollinators.
  With the increasing concern about the alarming reduction in 
insect numbers, many of those caring for green spaces have ad-
opted the ‘NO MOW IN MAY’ approach to grass maintenance, 
where the uncut grassy places can support a surprisingly large 
number of different native species. Their flowers add variety 
to these areas and the bees benefit as well!  Wayside plants 
such as Stinging Nettles, Goosegrass and Cow Parsley thrive 
alongside lanes and tracks. Cow parsley, with its splay of tiny 
white flowers, can grow as high as a person. A touch of pink 
is often added by the flowers of Red Campion, also known as 
Bachelor’s Buttons as it might have been worn as a buttonhole 
by unmarried men. Bright yellow is provided by Dandelions 
and a great variety of Buttercups, and the tall Ox-eye Daisy has 
become a common sight beside new roadways. 
The types of wild flower I have listed can be seen and enjoyed 
almost everywhere in the Hundred Parishes. There are many 
more varieties to be seen and occasionally something quite 
rare. For smart phone users there are apps to help with identifi-
cation, but we do not have to be experts to appreciate and enjoy 
nature’s abundance. 

Tricia Moxey, Trustee
www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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 COUNTRY MATTERS

Text by Oriel O’Loughlin, illustrations by Maureen Williams
POT POURRI 192

PSH 
Electrical 
Services

Rewires, New builds, Extra 
lights, Extra sockets, Repair 

works, Garden lighting, 
Showers

Registered NIC EIC domestic 
installer

email 
pshelectrical27@gmail.com

telephone 07867980738

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 07932 021277

Ask Edward
Garden & Home
Routine Garden & Home 

Maintenance 
Gardens cleared, restored 

& enhanced.
Year round garden 

programmes available.
‘No job too small’

For a free estimate & 
friendly service,

Linton based, call
07768701010 or 

Email: 
edwardsgarden1984@

gmail.com

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
30+ years experience
Free estimates

Tel: 01223890228
Mobile:  0774 8627920

DESIGNER DRAPES

Local Curtain & Blind Specialist

01223 890556

	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

																																															Your	Local,	Professional,	Carpet	Cleaner	Dean	
11	years	experience	

Package	to	suit	every	level:	Basic,	Pet	Treatment	or	Carpet	Protector	
£15	off	for	repeat	customers	

Free	stain	spotter	for	all	customers	
Contact	Dean	on	01223	654652	

	or	info@allstarcleaning.me.uk	to	make	an	appointment.	
Allstar	Cleaning,	10	Coles	Lane,	Linton,	CB21	4JS	

	
              14 Hillway, Linton, CB21 4JE.

07917 890752

Les Westlake
(exterior only)

Mobile: 07929 501101
Tel: 01223 892866

Westlakes
Painting & Decorating

Clive Westlake
07900 492127

Adam Westlake

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
 (01223) 892889 
or 07973 294946

No job too small...

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield Rise, Linton
Tel: 01223 892988

Quiet modern bungalow
Families welcome 

No Smoking

Two-digit odd numbers

EASY problem - How many 2-digit odd numbers are there?
 

Pot Pourri 191- What are the House Numbers?

The house numbers are 12, 24, & 36.I WENT to the funeral of a very keen bird watcher recently. 
She had been birding all over the world, yet retained a lasting 
affection for the blackbirds in her garden. She had chosen a 
recording of blackbird song, which filled the church and was 
glorious. They may be common as muck throughout Europe, 
with 6 to 8 million resident pairs in 
the UK alone, but they are also a na-
tional favourite. We also have visiting 
winter blackbirds from Scandinavia 
and the Baltic states, on their way to 
France, Spain and Portugal, raising 
our numbers by around 10%, and these 
are to be found feeding with flocks of 
redwing and fieldfare. 
Blackbirds, Turdus Merula, live in 
woods, fields, parks, gardens and 
thickets, in fact everywhere but the 
highest peaks. It is their adaptability 
which makes them so successful. They 
eat insects, worms, berries and fruits 
and have even been seen taking tad-
poles and newts from a garden pond. 
Like other members of the thrush 
family, they run and stop, run and stop. 
They raise their tails when they stop and after a short flight 
they lower them. Their song is best at dawn and dusk, and 
they are the last to go to bed. In the season you can leave some 
apples or berries in your garden and enjoy watching them feed.  
In our garden the female, brown with streaks and spots on her 
breast, climbs on to the feeders every day, the first one there, 
while the male, jet black with a yellow eye-ring and yellow 
bill, persistently digs up the lawn for bugs.

Male blackbirds establish a territory in their first year, staying 
throughout their lives. This is essential for pair formation and 
nesting, though they do feed elsewhere. The size of the terri-

tory depends on habitat and generally breaks down when the 
last brood has fledged. The territory is then not re-established 

till autumn, and defended against other blackbirds.
Most pairs have 2 or 3 broods per summer, nesting from early 

March to late July, and the process starts earlier in gardens 
than in woods. Females 
build the nests in trees, 
shrubs and climbers – a 

cup of grass, straw, twigs 
and leaves, plastered 

together with mud and 
lined with grass. This can 
take 2 weeks and is used 

repeatedly. She incubates 
her eggs alone and they 

take 13 days to hatch. The 
garden chicks get worms 
and the woodland chicks 

get caterpillars. Woodland 
birds are subject to more 

predation, but a serious 
threat to urban blackbirds 
is drought, and cats.  No 

rain, fewer worms, and the 
chicks starve. A couple of summers ago we were in the garden 

and heard repeated furious screeching and alarm calls from 
the railway bank. Eventually I went to investigate and there 

was a tawny owl perched above the nest, terrorising the young 
family. If the brood is successful, the young fledgelings creep 

and flutter around the nest and remain in cover. After one 
week they fly and try eating everything to see what takes their 
fancy.  Three weeks later they are just GONE. If come August 
you wonder where all the blackbirds have gone, don’t worry. 
They are staying low in the hedgerows, moulting, recovering 
from breeding and taking advantage of berries in the hedges.

Blackbirds – a national favourite

MANY local venues are dog 
friendly, so as restrictions lift 
and businesses re-open, you can 
take dogs out with you. Train-
ing can teach dogs to be calm, 
switch off and relax beside you 
when you arrive at a venue and 
want to sit down. Training can 
be simple, such as dedicating 
a few minutes on your walk to 
teach ‘settle’ by stopping at a 
bench. To find some training 
exercises you can try yourself, 
there is a wealth of informa-
tion online. For example, how 
to teach a dog ‘place,’ using 
place board training. Alterna-
tively, you may wish to seek 
professional guidance by em-
ploying a qualified dog trainer. 
Start with short visits: there are 
many local places to visit, such 
as Wylde Sky Brewery in Lin-
ton. They welcome dogs both 
outside and in the taproom on 
a lead. Water is always avail-

able. And they home bake dog 
biscuits from their spent grain 
which are available for good 
boys and girls, making it a per-
fect spot for you both to get a 
treat!  When this is well prac-
ticed, you can extend the dura-
tion of the dogs’ days out such 
as a pub meal: The Three Hills 
in Bartlow is ideal, they “love 
dogs” and they’re welcome in 
the garden, covered patio din-
ing area and bar. When visiting 
other venues, if it is unclear on 
their website whether they are 
dog friendly, either give them a 
call, or check ‘Tripadvisor’ by 
typing the place into the search 
bar of the site, clicking reviews, 
and under ‘Show reviews that 
mention’ typing ‘dog friendly’.

Emma Filby
Dog Trainer, Anglian Dog 

Works
Photo credit: Daniel Palmer 

Who lets the dogs out?

Emma Filby & her dog Thea

Summer in the Hundred 
Parishes

a themed exhibition atTree
DAT E S :  11th JUNE – 31st JULY 2021
coinciding with Cambridge Open Studios 
from July 3rd – 25th
O P E N I N G  H O U R S : 10.00-5.00 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays
2.30-5.00 Sundays during COS
Showing the exciting work of  talented local artists 
plus botanical prints/books/stationery/cards 
and wooden artifacts from Knoydart 
and Snowdonia! 

94 High Street, Linton, Cambridgeshire CB21 4JT   www.galleryabove.co.uk
T: 01223 894899   M: 07909981827   E: info@galleryabove.co.uk

FREE BABY TREES TO ALL CUSTOMERS WHO SPEND OVER £50!

I WRITE this before the May half term break, hopeful that 
the weather will be kind to us all as we spend some much-
needed time with family and friends before the final half 
term of the academic year. The recent relaxing of rules 
around social distancing and meeting up with family and 
friends is vital to us all for our mental well-being, and is 
much welcomed. However, as a school, we have been ad-
vised to remain working in “bubbles” with little movement 
around the school, for pupils and staff. This has proved 
very isolating for us all, especially for our staff who are 
such a strong team who enjoy working together. However, 
I am hopeful that brighter, easier times are ahead for us 
all. Our School Council remains active. At a recent Purple 
Day to raise funds for Cancer Research UK, we raised an 
impressive £215 for this worthwhile cause.
Our PTFA is currently organising our popular Summer 
Fair, which we are hopeful will be able to go ahead. Please 
do come along and support this event on Friday 9th July, 
5pm-7pm. As you can imagine, fundraising has been dif-
ficult this year and we really do rely on the support of our 
wider community, be that through donating raffle prizes, 
sponsoring a stall or simply by turning up and enjoying the 
evening. We look forward to seeing you there.

Kelly Harries

Infant School hoping to burst 
bubbles soon
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
District and County Councillors Report – May 2021

For enquiries please call
Mobile:

07961 342887
Tel: 01223 892089

georgedye738@btconnect.com

A1307 Update
The process of upgrading the road continues, as you may well 
have seen, the installation of average speed cameras between 
Linton and Cardinals Green has commenced. The next scheme 
to be implemented will be the signalised crossing at Hilder-
sham. The local liaison forum meetings are still occurring, they 
are public so please do register to attend the forthcoming ones 
to have an input.

Covid
At time of writing there are only 22 people in hospital with 
Covid in Cambridgeshire with three in Addenbrookes. This is a 
huge improvement and will of course allow our hospitals to get 
back to treating people with other conditions, many of which 
are now very urgent.
The supply of the Astra Zenica, Moderna and Pfizer vaccines 
over May and June are limited but should increase significantly 
mid-June, hopefully in time for many of us to be ready for the 
summer holidays!
Over 90% of the over-75s have received both their jabs and 
over 51% of the over 50s.
We have seen some increase in transmission in South Cambs 
and Cambridge City and there is still a possibility of further rise 
as lock down restrictions lessen. South Cambs is currently at 
the national average rate of about 25 cases per 100,000 people.
The District Council still have a ‘Covid Co-Ordinator’ avail-
able to anyone that is in need of support – Vicky.hoover@
scambs.gov.uk

Bus Capacity Issues
Many people, across the Linton division, have raised the issue 
of bus capacity during peak periods. Now that schools and 

workplaces have reopened, it has meant a higher volume of bus 
users during morning and afternoon rush hours. Given that bus 
operators are obliged to social distance their passengers, it has 
meant that buses are only operating at 50% capacity. This has 
caused some issues with people not being able to ride, especial-
ly if they’re getting on ‘down the line’ when the bus is already 
full. Stagecoach have been made aware and some good news, 
they are suspending the Milton P&R service from May 10th to 
put more buses onto priority routes, which includes the 13 in 
our area, so things should be getting better, if still not perfect.

Business Grants
The Business Support team at SCDC have now given out over 
£11million in grants to 4834 businesses in the district, since 
November last year. These grants can be the difference be-
tween life and death for some businesses. The latest available 
grant is the Business Restart Grant - https://www.scambs.gov.
uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses/financial-
support-for-business/restart-grants/ 
If you, or someone you know,  is struggling to access grant 
money, get in touch with John or Henry.

Winter Support Grant
Residents can now access schemes which can be used for those 
in need of urgent food or fuel. The vouchers are worth up to £49 
for a family or £29 for an individual. The scheme is funded by 
the department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DE-
FRA). If you know anyone that would benefit from this, please 
contact the district council on duty.communities@scambs.gov.
uk – there is a simple form to complete.

Councillors John and Henry Batchelor

AT this stage of the academic year we say goodbye to 
our oldest students who, having finished their GCSE as-
sessments, start their study leave and transition to Post-16 
study. Having observed this cohort during their 5 years at 
LVC, I am tremendously proud of the responsible, caring 
and hardworking young adults that they have developed 
into. 
We plan to celebrate with them at their Leavers’ Ball 
on Friday 2nd July. While it won’t be possible to invite 
members of the community on site for their arrival, as is 
customary, due to Covid-19 restrictions, we are looking 
forward to being able to mark their time at LVC with this 
special event.
Our primary transition plans will also have to be adapted 
this year to reflect the Covid-19 context. We are, however, 
looking forward to welcoming Year 6s to the College and 
helping them to acclimatise to secondary school. 
While we are usually oversubscribed, a low birth rate in 
our locality means that we currently have spaces in Year 
7 next year. 
If you have recently moved into the area or would like to 
find out more about moving to LVC please contact admis-
sions@lvc.org. We do have some capacity in some other 

year groups and have transport arrangements in place for 
students that live outside of our catchment area. Many 
thanks to members of the College community that re-
sponded to the Trust’s recent sports centre survey. It is 
great to be able to welcome all ages back to benefit from 
our sporting facilities at LVC. There are plans to improve 
the communication and opportunities for the centres that 
operate within Anglian Learning’s secondary schools. 
Our community sports centre is an important part of our 
remit as a Village College, as well as a beneficial source 
of income which we are able to invest in students’ educa-
tional experience. Bookings for our facilities can be made 
online (www.lintonsc.schoolhire.co.uk) as well as via re-
ception (01223 890248).
We are also looking forward to the prospect of restart-
ing our adult education programme in the autumn term. 
For more information see our Adult Community Learning 
page on the College’s website www.lvc.org.

Helena Marsh 

Marsh Mail

TPO 0011 (1990) T2: T1 Tulip tree to crown reduce canopy by 
2M to allow more light to rear garden. Tree has been pruned 
before by approx 2M.
87 Bartlow Road Linton CB21 4LY
Ref. No: 21/0539/TTPO | Validated: Wed 28 Apr 2021 | Status: 
Decided

Submission of details required by condition 4 (Arboricultural 
Method Statement and Tree Protection Strategy) of planning 
permission 20/01369/HFUL Open for comment icon
24 Mill Lane Linton CB21 4JY
Ref. No: 20/01369/CONDA | Validated: Wed 21 Apr 2021 | 
Status: Awaiting decision

TPO 0012 (2004) G1: 8 limes to re pollard to old points (3-4 
meters growth) (reason for this is lorries are hitting them, its 
dropping sticky substance on parked cars, blocking light and 
they would like to retain root growth).
Factory Adjacent To 29 Cambridge Road Linton CB21 4NN 
Ref. No: 21/0438/TTPO | Validated: Thu 15 Apr 2021 | Status: 
Decided

Lime x 2 Re-pollard
The Old Workshop Horn Lane Linton CB21 4HT
Ref. No: 21/0482/TTCA | Validated: Fri 09 Apr 2021 | Status: 
Decided

Demolition of existing garage, single storey side and rear 
extension. Open for comment icon
3 Bakers Lane Linton CB21 4NF
Ref. No: 21/01587/HFUL | Validated: Wed 07 Apr 2021 | Sta-
tus: Awaiting decision

Single storey rear extension with associated alterations to the 
existing house Open for comment icon
6 Wheatsheaf Way Linton CB21 4XB
Ref. No: 21/01535/HFUL | Validated: Mon 05 Apr 2021 | Sta-
tus: Awaiting decision

Erection of a Greenhouse Open for comment icon
11 Meadow Lane Linton Cambridge Cambridgeshire CB21 
4HX Ref. No: 21/01051/HFUL | Validated: Fri 09 Apr 2021 | 
Status: Awaiting decision

Internal alterations to form one new bathroom and three new 
shower rooms and removal of existing floor grating and in-
filling of opening in hallway floor Open for comment icon
64 High Street Linton CB21 4HS
Ref. No: 21/00736/LBC | Validated: Tue 13 Apr 2021 | Status: 
Awaiting decision

Taking down and rebuilding of the existing north facing gable 
end of the garage / former stable block and in addition some 
works may be required to repair and make good the roof struc-
ture following the re-building of the wall. Open for comment 
icon
64 High Street Linton CB21 4HS
Ref. No: 21/00643/LBC | Validated: Tue 13 Apr 2021 | Status: 
Awaiting decision



GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

nit 2 intec  ourt
T e rip ndustrial state  inton 

ambridge  21 4 N
Tel: 01223 89209   893931

Fax: 01223 894122

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
 * CRB Checked
 * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
 sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

All roofing repairs, lead-
work, renewal of pitched or 

flat roofs
New guttering, 

repairs/unblocking
Free estimates before any 

work commenced
25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

KJL Roofing
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Parish Council Matters Parish Council Matters is 
written, edited and

published by the Parish Council 
with the support of the 
Linton News Team.

Planning Updates 
April - May 2021

Our Pocket Park
- more than meets the eye!

PLANNING Updates: 

LDP Call for Sites - LPC submitted comments on the 13 sites 
around Linton. If any are forwarded as potential sites, we will 
hear in the autumn. We are preparing for that. 
Two sites have been proposed west of Linton, between the Rec 
and Little Linton. Comments have already been submitted to 
“Call for Sites”. LPC will meet the developer to listen to what they 
propose. One site  included a CAM station, which is interesting, 
as the route had not been decided.The Mayoral election result 
means that the  proposed 7,000 house “Garden Village” east of 
Linton to fund the CAM scheme will now not be progressed. 

64 High Street - Linton House S/21/00736/LBC and S/21/00643/
LBC- This significant house is being renovated and upgraded. 
Submissions include internal work to add new bathroom/shower 
rooms and infill the grating in the Hall (related to original heating 
system). The garage/stables will also be repaired with the adja-
cent wall re-built. The pictures on the website are worth a look!

Bartlow Road - Several DoCs are at appeal, with more yet 
to be decided to which LPC continue to object. Surface Water 
Drainage and Foul Water remain as the main areas for objection, 
also landscape, planting, etc. It appears that some amendments 
might have been sent to the Inspectorate, not appearing on the 
SCDC planning portal, bypassing the planning process and LPC 
consideration. LPC has responded to recent developer comments 
and contacted the Inspectorate.

Horseheath Road - Anglian Water contacted re: the sewer link 
to Lonsdale laid without planning approval. Also alerted to the 
SUDs scheme where, with no natural watercourse, overflow 
would also go to Bartlow Road sewers  which are  already at 
or over capacity. Their assessment of capacity of the sewage 
system is questioned - and who would be responsible when we 
have overflow into the village? LPC again submitted comments 
on  discharge of these and other conditions.

Bakers Lane - S/21/01188/HFUL- Application for further exten-
sions on this site, strongly opposed.
The next Planning Committee meeting already has 10 applica-
tions most relating to more domestic items - infill housing, exten-
sions- a change from the convoluted issues of the major sites!

Meeting updates:
Rivey Lane - meeting with Peter Gaskin, Cllrs Hill, Kell, 
Manassi, Enid Bald. Water from the springs and rainfall should 
go into ditches, to the east of the path, behind housing. These 
should be re-dug, and chanelled to drains. Tree management 
discussed, including ownership and responsibility. Management 
of SCDC owned trees has begun, with further work on SCDC/
CCC trees due later in the year. Surfacing of paths with road 
planings to be continued as these are made available.

Cemetery - Meeting with Nadine, Cllrs Kell and Enid Bald. 
Work is progressing on tree/shrub and grass management. Ashes 
area  - places for future interments considered, including defined 
spacing and replacing the grass for easier maintenance. Gaps in 
hedge to be re-planted.

Chalk Aquifer Alliance - Types of flooding, drainage and effects 
of development discussed. Problems arise not because floods are 
rare events, but that there are short memories or lack of records 
why ditches should be cleared and flood plain not built upon. 
                                                                         Cllr Enid Bald.

POCKET PARK, which also includes Leadwell Meadows and 
Hogsholme, was acquired by Dr John and Susan Anderson for 
the village –  it belongs to us all, and it is good that it is so ap-
preciated. But, just to confuse, it is not a park, it is a floodplain 
and County Wildlife area.

LPC has done a huge amount of work here in the last few 
years as part of the ongoing floodplain restoration project; drain-
age ditches have been cleared to their proper depth and width,  
historic ditches that were only seen on old maps have been re-
dug. The ditches fill from surface water flooding and the river, 
holding it back to drain slowly and prevent flooding downstream 
into the village. The flood amelioration also included re-shaping 
the banks in the Rec, lowering the riverbank and re-digging 
ditches at either end. This work has proved effective at flood 
prevention.

LPC also put in bridges, cleared the pond, fenced the bound-
ary with A1307 to make it safer for dogs/children and put in a 
firmer path, planted native trees, monitored and managed the 
current trees, etc. LPC also cuts grass paths on a monthly basis, 
cuts back brambles and scrub to keep the banks clear for the river 
to flow over, etc. This work is all as advised by Ecologists, the 
EA and Wild Trout Trust.

The large area of greenery grows wild and high, so should 
be given a “cut and collect” each year to keep the ground im-
poverished and let the wildflowers grow - LPC could not find a 
contractor to do this, so was left for a few years, but is now done. 
The ground was still damp when cut, but this “poaching” will 
repair and can open new habitats, as it would if grazed by cattle. 
We did look at scything and now have a contact for horse-drawn 
machines, so maybe next year there will be a different method 
of management. It is never the intention to make it a “neatly 
trimmed garden”, it is a wildlife area for community leisure use.

Pocket Park has been surveyed regularly and the list of plants 
and wildlife is impressive, but no mention of Oren Thorne’s 
Emperor moth. There were around 14 species of butterfly, 60+ 
types of flowering plant and the largest stand of Ladies Bedstraw 
in the county! 

Helen Brookes, founder of Friends of the River Granta, 
proposes to extend the remit of that group to include Citizen 
Science, and environmental projects including in Pocket Park.  
Already proposed to LPC is a project for information boards, 
signage, natural seating, compost toilet, etc.
It would be good to have a volunteer group to help with issues 
relating to the river and wildlife, as LPC cannot do everything...
and it costs a lot!

So if you cherish and use Pocket Park/Leadwell Meadows, 
please join the volunteers in conserving and improving the area 
for wildlife and residents.             LPC & the Linton FROGS

Thank You.. 
for a fabulous forty years of service. 

 

IT GIVES me great pleasure to write this special article about 
Cllr. Brian Cox (Dr) as we celebrate him achieving a commend-
able forty years’ service to the Parish of Linton. 

Brian was born in North London and is married to Margaret. 
Since 1976 they have lived in the heart of the village at Rich-
monds, on the corner of Symonds Lane and the High Street. 
They have three children and four grandchildren. Always busy, 
Brian and Margaret enjoy walking holidays, skiing and many 
activities with their family.

Brian has been involved in medical research throughout 
his career including studies into diabetes at Guys Hospital in 
London. Following his appointment as a University Lecturer 
at Wolfson College, Cambridge he expanded his research into 
cardiovascular disease and cancer and the impact of lifestyle 
behaviours. The research has influenced substantial changes in 
attitude to diet and increased knowledge about health, cognitive 
functioning and lifestyle habits.  Brian was appointed as Praelec-
tor at Wolfson College until 2019 and enjoyed the privilege of  
presenting each student for their Degree at the Senate House. 
He has also given lectures about the University of Cambridge. 

On one of my first visits to Brian’s home I was simply over-
whelmed by the beautiful garden, secluded and private, behind 
the house. I was reliably informed that Margaret looks after the 
flowers and Brian is in charge of the vegetable patch. 
Maintenance of the various mature trees and shrubs is a joint 
effort and, as beautiful as they are, the yearly pruning can cause 
a slight headache. The effort is certainly worth it, there is a calm-
ness in the garden, with its central pond and seating to take in 
the peaceful surroundings. 

Brian is very involved in the care of the Churchyard, along 
with members of The Monday Gang. This group of volunteers 
keep the churchyard looking pristine throughout the year. Brian 
has also adopted a small area near the village sign and bus stop. 
He keeps this area neat and weed free, arranging for the ongoing 
maintenance and repainting of the Village sign. 

The Parish is most fortunate to have Brian as the longest 
standing Councillor, he has held the position of Chairman and 
continues to share his love of history and his extensive knowl-
edge of the village with the team. His expertise gives the Parish 
Council a valuable insight and an essential source of reference. 
His fellow Councillors appreciate his experience and dedication 
to the Parish and hope he continues in his role for many years 
to come.                                                                           Clerk. 

PLEASE note that the current issues with obstruction and in-
considerate parking on the Market Square are not being caused 
by, or the responsibility of, The Linton Kitchen or the resident 
living at No. 38 High Street. 
The Parish Council is in the process of registering ownership 
of the Market Square with the Land Registry and will update 
the parishioners as soon as possible. Once ownership is con-
firmed discussions will take place on the future use of the Market 
Square for the benefit of all parishioners. 

If you are experiencing difficulties parking and wish to make 
a complaint please send your comments regarding this matter 
directly to the Parish Council Office.                              Clerk.                                                             

Market Square
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ABBREVIATED minutes of the Meeting of Linton Parish Coun-
cil held on Thursday 15th April 2021. Remote meeting via video/
telephone conferencing. 
Chairman’s Comment. 
The Chair thanked the Clerk for arranging the additional sig-
nage in the village, particularly the phrase “Let’s Love Linton”. 
Also the Chair gave thanks to the Clerk for pushing through the 
renovation of the Play Area, including the voluntary clean-up 
operation carried out by the office team. The Chair also thanked 
the District Councillor John Batchelor for his support in Planning 
and welcomed the opportunity to work with County and District 
Councillor Henry Batchelor in due course.  
Open Forum for Public Participation. No public present.
Matters Arising/Clerks Report.
Itexs invoice raised last month has been reduced by £270.72 by 
reducing the amount of email addresses used by the office from 
four to two. For Information. Noted. 
Update on the Santander Account, to operate as the Unity Trust 
Current Account, authorising signatories to be determined in the 
Finance meeting to be held on Thursday 22nd April 2021. For 
information. Noted. 
Planning. 
Bartlow Road. 
Cllr Enid Bald updated the Council. The conditions regarding 
Foul Drainage have been refused, and a new application has been 
submitted, however the owner of land due to be used has objected. 
Five conditions are currently at appeal. Cllr Enid Bald queried the 
naming of developments in the village. District Councillor John 
Batchelor responded that the responsibility sits with the cabinet 
lead for planning and advised that he would ensure that the LPC 
is consulted. 
Horseheath Road. 
Cllr Enid Bald updated the Council that the stop notice has lapsed, 
works have been carried out prior to conditions being signed off. 
The phrase “agreed but not discharged” has been used when this 
has been the case. LPC has raised objections to the Foul Water, 
Foul Pump and Surface Water conditions and requests a meeting 
with Anglian Water to discuss the drains and situation regarding 
capacity. Aspects of liability must be brought up in relation to 
Anglian Water and SCDC. Cllr Merrie Mannassi advised that the 
sewage connection to Lonsdale was questioned at the meeting 
with GCSP in relation to the Foul Water condition not being dis-
charged and yet the installation of the sewage pipe being allowed 
to go ahead by the Enforcement Officer. Michael Sexton, GCSP 
Officer, will raise the complaint at the next internal meeting of 
SCDC Planning.   
1 Horseheath Road. 
Cllr Kate Kell advised the Council that both Biodiversity and 
Cycle Stores conditions have not been discharged due to lack of 
information. 
Paynes Meadow. 
Cllr Enid Bald updated the Council that the Inspectorate had dis-
missed the appeal due to the negative impact on the landscape, 
character and design as raised by the LPC.  
Consideration of a parishioner’s request for more detailed informa-
tion regarding the New Towns to be made available to the public. 
Cllr Enid Bald stated that due to lack of details no further informa-
tion can be given at this time. 
Consideration of the District and County Councillors Report 
for April 2021. 
County & District Councillor Henry Batchelor added to the writ-
ten report to advise that the average speed cameras on the A1307 
will be installed from 19th April 2021 and is expected to take 
four weeks. Also he confirmed that there is currently a 6.1yr land 
supply which is a 1.1year excess on the target. District Councillor 
John Batchelor updated the councillors that the Call for Sites is 
now being reviewed and a preferred options list will be advised 

in the Autumn. In response to questions for the Mayor’s New 
Town, this was an opinion of the current Mayor which was not 
supported by SCDC. 
The update on Covid-19 saw positive cases decrease to 13/100,000 
but this data was from just before the return of schools and opening 
of non-essential retail and would be closely monitored.
Cllr Enid Bald requested feedback on the LHI bid and asked why 
the very similar submission to last year, with more details, had 
scored much lower. County & District Councillor Henry Batch-
elor agreed to request feedback on behalf of LPC. Cllr Brian 
Cox requested clarification on the Linton Greenway project and 
the upgrade required to the cycle path especially past Dalehead 
Foods where it is breaking up. District Councillor John Batchelor 
confirmed that the upgrade of the path was included with the work 
on the Hildersham crossing. 
Cllr Amy Smith also requested support for the residents using 
the Stagecoach bus service into Cambridge, explaining that the 
buses are currently running with reduced capacity, to be in line 
with restrictions, however many people relying on public transport 
are unable to board the bus and this is causing undue stress for 
students and workers. County Councillor Henry Batchelor offered 
to support the village by contacting Stagecoach.   
Finance.  
Quotations, Membership renewals and Donation requests: 
Consideration of the recommendation from the Finance Commit-
tee for the quote of a 5-year lease of a Cannon C3730i from Air 
Copier Systems Ltd.
Cllr Paul Poulter proposed that the quote for a five-year lease of a 
Cannon C3730i be accepted. Cllr Lee Gardner seconded. Agreed.                 
Consideration for the renewal of SLCC membership for the Clerk.  
Cllr Paul Poulter proposed renewal of the Annual SLCC member-
ship be agreed. Cllr John Bald seconded. All Agreed.                                                                                                                
The Meadow Recreation Ground.
progression of the Skate Park. Cllr Bald proposed that the Coun-
cil set a budget of up to £80,000 for the working group with the 
preferred contractor. Cllr Lee Gardner seconded. Agreed.  
Update on the status of the Under 8’s and over 8’s play area 
renovation. 
Clerk updated the Full Council that the Play Area renovation has 
been completed successfully and that an on-site meeting was being 
planned with Kompan in May. Also, mentioned that the Haverhill 
Echo had requested a photo opportunity and that this would be 
emailed to all in due course.                                                          
Consideration of the request by Victor Harris to hold the Fair on 
the Recreation Ground 22nd-25th July 2021.
Cllr Enid Bald proposed that if the Government Guidelines at the 
stated date allow, that the request to hold the Fair be agreed. Cllr 
John Bald seconded. All Agreed.  
Neighbourhood Plan  
Consideration of notification from Little Shelford Parish Council 
regarding Neighbourhood Plan, reduction in support from SCDC. 
Cllr Kate Kell updated the Full Council that the response to 
the Neighbourhood Plan had been very well supported by 
SCDC, Alison Talkington and Ian Poole had attended a meet-
ing with LPC and advised on details required for the plan.                                                                                                                                            
Market Square. 
The Clerk updated the Full Council that the registration of the 
Market Square with Land Registry had been expedited by Holmes 
& Hill Solicitors. Notification had also been received that an Ord-
nance Survey Surveyor was due to visit the site shortly. 
Traffic & Highways 
The speeding and traffic issues raised by parishioners on Back 
Road, leading from Linton to Horseheath were discussed and the 
Clerk was asked to raise the concerns with CCC Highways.                                                  
Trees, Biodiversity, River Care and Wildlife.
Cllr Enid bald updated the Council on the Annual meeting of the 
Cam Valley Forum and preservation of the chalk stream. 

Consideration to nominate one councillor to be member of the 
CAM valley forum due to membership changing from group to 
individual. 
Cllr Kate Kell offered to be put forward for temporary individual 
membership until a replacement can be made.                                                                                                                                     
Consideration in principle of potential funding for the Linton 
FROGS to complete Water Vole survey training. 
Cllr Kate Kell proposed the training be paid for by the Parish 
Council at £220.00 plus VAT. Cllr Brian Cox seconded. Agreed.
Consideration of the increasing rat population at Horn Lane bridge 
area following several reports from concerned parishioners. Cllr 
Paul Poulter proposed that the Clerk contact Pest Right to attend 
to the rats Cllr John Bald seconded. Agreed.                                                                     
Consideration of Parishioner’s email regarding hedge removal at 
rear of properties in Chalklands. The removal of hedges and mov-
ing of boundaries was discussed and the Council requested that the 
Clerk inform the Tree Officer at SCDC, the adjacent landowner 
and SCDC Planning.     
Village Enhancement  
Consideration of the request to hold a Linton Litter Pick 29th-30th 
May 2021 to be organised by Helen Brookes and the LPC office 
team & consideration of funding for the refreshments due to be 
provided at the Linton Litter Pick. 
Cllr Enid Bald proposed up to £100 be awarded by the Parish 
Council to provide refreshments of those attending the Litter Pick 
on Sunday 30th May 2021. Cllr Brian Cox seconded. All Agreed. 
Meetings Dates.
The prospect of returning to face-to-face meetings was discussed. 
The Council decided to defer making a decision until further in-
formation is released following a judicial review on 21st April 
2021 and the decision would be made via emailed vote by the 
Councillors.                                     
The Annual Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 20th 
May 2021 at 7.30pm to which all Councillors will be summoned. 
Correspondence items not pertaining to an agenda item. 
Consideration for a suitable location to store the Historical Archive 
of Garth Collard. This item was deferred from the meeting held 
on 18th March 2021. 
Cllr Merrie Mannassi will continue to get information on avail-
ability of the Police Station office located at the Fire Station. 
Cllr John Bald recommended that the archive be stored in digital 
format and will assess the quantity for storage as soon as restric-
tions lift, also contacting the History Society for guidance and ad-
vice.                                                                                                                                                                      
Consideration for suggestions for a Food Share partner for the 
Linton Co-op. The Council requested the Clerk contact the Co-op 
and suggested that they contact St Mary’s church and LCHT to 
see if a Food Share partnership can be established.                                                   
Matters for Future Consideration 
Cllr Brian Cox advised the Council regarding the refurbishment 
of the village sign, to be carried out by Darryl Nantais and funded 
by Cllr Cox. 

Full Minutes are available on the Parish Council website. Clerk. 
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