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ONE of the highlights of the 
fair was this steam model, 
called Galanthus‚ the bo-
tanical name for a snowdrop 
(small white and delicate 
– the ideal name for a heavy 
and solid steam engine). 

It is a Fowler 3 speed 
compound engine, which 
took 10 years to build and 
was completed in 1992.  It is 
almost certainly the largest 
steam engine built in Linton.  

Many of the castings 
were poured by Taylors 
Foundry in Haverhill and 
much of the heavier steel 
stock used came from 
Smiths’ scrapyard in Linton.  

Of particular interest 
is the connecting rods and 
many other engine bits 
which were made from steel 
bought when the steam 
pumping engines at the 
Cambridge water company’s 

THE Camera club’s  
August awayday was 

on our doorstep, namely the 
Thurlow steam rally, which 
is now held on the point-to-
point course at Horseheath. 

We were especially pleased 
to see Edward George of 
Linton there with his scaled-
down traction engine – I 
had a chat with him about 
the possible pollution such 
engines could cause and he 
told me the quality of coal is 

WHEN Sam Alper died in 
2002, his wife Fiona, a phys-
iotherapist, reduced her com-
mitment to working in New-
market to make more time for 
Chilford Hall, the Chilford 
Hundred Ltd companies and 
to act as a trustee of Curwen 
Studio for fine art printing and 
training.

Well known for its vineyard 
and conference centre, Chil-
ford Hall also has some hidden 
secrets. Sam, who liked stone, 
acquired a huge amount of 
architectural salvage which he 
incorporated into the buildings 
and grounds. 

Much of the stone came 
from Charlie Wearn, a gnome-
like cockney antique dealer 
known as ‘the marble man’ 
who had a yard at Wendens 
Ambo near Saffron Walden. 
Whenever great old buildings 
were pulled down in the van-
dalism of the post-war years, 

Steam’s the theme at the fair

The great Galanthus, Edward George’s magnificent model steam engine
Picture by Mike Crofts

Olivia and George Head with Mr George
Picture by Ron Pitkin

Fleam Dyke plant near Ful-
bourn were scrapped.

Thus the memory of a 
super engine lives on. Many 

thanks go to Mr Edward 
George who wrote this 
article (and built the steam 
engine).                       LNT

a sculpture near the main en-
trance of Linton village college, 
was a gesture by Sam, given on 
permanent loan.

club for people under 21 to 
encourage a love of these ma-
chines and to make sure there 
will still be people to drive 
them in years to come. 

Also at the show were 
many vintage cars, a favou-
rite being the immaculate 
blue Mustang with its spot-
less engine on display. There 
were rows and rows of farm 
vehicles and a show ring for 
displays and competitions. 

No one could have pos-

market) and a list of pictures 
we were to bring back. 

We will show our im-
ages at the next club night 
at 7.15pm on Monday 7th 
September, along with our 
bi-monthly competition – this 
time the subject is ‘Through 
the Gap’.

Our annual exhibition will 
be on Saturday 10th October 
in the village hall (doors open 
10am-4pm). Entry is free and 
we will be holding our usual 

Chilford Hall, Sam’s legacy in wine and stone 

Caring, 
the 
sculpture 
given 
to the 
village 
college 
by Sam 
Alper

Picture by 
Roger
Lapwood

Sam is buried in the grounds 
of Chilford Hall, where a large 
rough-hewn stone carved by his 
friend Lida Cadoza Kindersley 
marks his grave.

 County councillor John 
Batchelor said Chilford Hall 
has become the largest Linton 
area employer since Dalehead 
reduced their staff and working 
at Chilford is often a family 
affair with parents working 
alongside their older school 
children, who start waiting at 
table and often return to help 
each season as they become col-
lege and university students.  

They work as a close-
knit team covering meetings, 
conferences, dinners, annual 
meetings, trainings, weddings, 

Sam Alper enjoying a glass of his wine
Picture supplied by Chilford Hall

The plumed helmets from Knightsbridge Barracks  
at the entrance to Chilford Hall

Picture by Roger Lapwood

The Marquis of Abergavenny with the wine shop and 
bistro in the background

Picture by Roger Lapwood

now better and that they wash 
it before burning it! 

I also found out from 
one owner that not all steam 
engines are old. They are 
now making a few new ones 
(one on display was called 
‘John Boy’ and is two years 
old) and they can cost around 
£100,000. 

There were young people 
taking care of the traction 
engines too and I learned that 
there is a steam apprentice 

sibly gone hungry at the event 
as there were many stalls 
selling food and drink, also 
spare parts for sale as well 
as posters, books, models, 
plaques, etc.

This month we changed 
the format of our club night 
by having a ‘drive and shoot’ 
evening. We split into three 
car-loads and each team was 
allocated a different village to 
travel to (Stapleford, Pampis-
ford and Brinkley near New-

raffle in aid of the Alzheim-
er’s research trust and there 
will be a chance to win an A4 
framed copy of your favourite 
photograph in the show.

 There will also be digital 
projector slide and movie 
shows, a help and advice 
point and refreshments for 
sale.

Please see posters for 
details or look on our website 
www.lintoncameraclub.org.uk 

Tracey Wilson 891988

Charlie would be there to rescue 
the marble and stone. 

Many ended up at Chilford 
Hall – pillars from the Long 
Bar at Waterloo station, the 
pink marble staircase from the 
old Stock Exchange, granite 
pillars from the Embankment 
and Coade stone lions from 
Nonsuch Park in Surrey. 

There is also an imposing 
statue of the Marquis of Aber-
gavenny from the Conservative 
Club in St. James’.

At the main entrance are 
two balls with  spikes on top 
which are carved stone plumed 
helmets minus the plumes,:: 
from the old Knightsbridge 
Barracks. 

Sam, himself an accom-
plished amateur sculptor, was 
an art collector and large paint-
ings by the Plymouth artist 
Robert Lenkiewicz and sculp-
tures by Helaine Blumenfeld 
are on public display. Caring, 

private parties and school leav-
ing balls under the direction 
of Glen Mejias who has been 
with the company for almost 
20 years.  

He was appointed general 
manager when Simon Alper 
moved to Norfolk to run his 
own restaurant and Rebecca 
Alper-Carter moved to the 
US. Mrs Alper’s son, Reuben, 
works in corporate finance in 
London.

Mrs Alper says: “We are one 
of the few venues large enough 
for Asian weddings where more 
than 1,000 guests can arrive 
for the celebrations during the 
day. Many may travel from 
London or the Midlands with 
their families.”  

As well as local people, the 
annual fairs for glass, quilting, 
craft and well-being also attract 
many visitors to Chilford.  

Perhaps one of the most 
popular is a Taste of Anglia, of-
fering a wide selection of food 
and wine, including Chilford’s 
own wines, grown on the south-
west facing hill above Linton.

Sam was one of the first peo-
ple in the UK to plant a vineyard 
after the Second World War.  A 
bumper grape harvest (weather 
permitting) is expected this 
year. The revamped wine shop 
and bistro is now open seven 
days a week for teas, coffees, 
lunches and snacks with vine-
yard tours on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays.

Kate France, 891602
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PLODDING ALONG   
An update on police matters

N. CLAXTON
Professional 

painter & decorator

Interior & Exterior

FREE estimates

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

   e-mail:
n.claxton925@btinternet.com

•	 FITTED KITCHENS /
	 BEDROOMS /WARDROBES
•	 CABINET MAKERS
•	 BESPOKE JOINERY
•	 DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
•	 WOODEN FLOORING
•	 CONSERVATORIES
•	 EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390 

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
INSURANCE WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

colin.watkins@keme.co.uk

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

Little Hands Nursery School

Linton & Bartlow

“Little Hands”, recently judged “OUTSTANDING” in 7 areas by Ofsted, offers 

Morning, Afternoon, Lunch & Late Stay Sessions from 9.00AM ‘til 4.00 PM during 

term time for all children aged between 2 and 5 years. Pre-School sessions

(to prepare our older children for infant school) are available and

Holiday clubs (for 2 to 8 year olds) run during all the main school holidays. 

A high staffing ratio ensures quality of care so join us at Three Hills Farm, Bartlow 

to see what “Little Hands” has to offer you and your child

For further information please contact either

Marion : 01223 897945 (school time) or Jane : 01223 503972 (other times)

Made to Measure

CAPRI BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated 

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
Awnings supplied and fitted 

from £350 
Tel: 01223 894020
www.capriblinds.co.uk

JIMMY Doherty shot to fame in 2002 when a series of 
documentaries for the BBC showed him putting his all into 
a farming venture that nearly cost him everything. A PhD 
holder in entomology and friend of Jamie Oliver, he sought 
to re-establish rare pig breeds into British farming and 
produce meats of the highest quality.

Jimmy’s Farm is now open to the public seven days a 
week from 9.30am, offering a fun and informative day for 
the whole family. With his team, Jimmy has built up his 
little corner of Suffolk into a thriving business.

Just off junction 56 on the A14 (about one hour from 
Linton), the farm shop and butchery has a host of tempt-
ing delights for anyone who likes to spend time cooking up 
a delicious meal. There is a huge choice of award-winning, 
rare-breed free range produce from sausages and bacon 

WE are seeing an increase in the number of tack and horsebox 
thefts within Cambridgeshire. Please can you all review your se-
curity in and around yards and remember to report any suspicious 
activity to Cambridgeshire police on 0345 4564564.

The police are also supporting Horsewatch – an information 
sharing body aimed specifically at horse owners and riders. We 
are in the process of forming a group within our county: for more 
information, email your details to me at horsewatch@cambs.
pnn.police.uk.

Lydia, PCSO 7214 Crabtree

THE Youth Bank has just 
announced that it has award-
ed  Linton Action for Youth 
(LA4Y) £10,000 to develop 
an Internet Café, and to help 
with the refurbishment of the 
Drop-In Centre on the recre-
ation ground. 

This is very good news as 
it allows us to build on last 
years Café Project experience 
when a dozen young people 
were trained in food handling 
and hygiene and opened up 
the Drop-In as a café serving 
the public.

This year there will be the 
added attraction of internet 
access. There is a lot of work 
to do before we open again. A 
new batch of young people will 
be trained; the Drop-In will be 
redecorated and upgraded. 

The plan is to open the fa-
cility to the public in January. 
More about that nearer the time. 
This is a project that provides 
a whole raft of practical skills 
and experience for the young 
people taking part and is a 
typical example of the work 
that LA4Y has been delivering 
for the last 12 years.

We have always been more 
than just a youth club: we offer 
young people the opportunity to 
develop their skills and to build 
their confidence through practi-
cal activity and the support and 

A LINTON woman, Deborah Clark, of Emson’s Close, has 
recently taken up a two-year teaching post. in Dubai

Deborah, 23, attended all three Linton schools and took 
her A levels at Hills Road sixth form college before studying 
for a degree and teacher training in primary education at 
Canterbury Christchurch university, specialising in music. 
In July she left her first job teaching Year four children at 
Cambourne’s Monkfield Park primary school.

She said: “My partner has a job in Dubai and I was ready 
to do something new. I had a holiday out there and really 
liked it. Job prospects are very good. When I got the first job 
I applied for, I thought it was too good to be true.” 

She starts her new job at Jumeirah primary school, an 
international school in the western area of Dubai, at the 
beginning of September and will be teaching eight to nine 
year-old children of ex-patriates. She doesn’t yet know how 
many nationalities will be in her class but a high standard of 
English was required for the job.

Staff live in blocks of apartments in different areas and 
social events are organised to help them settle in.  An induc-
tion course began the day after Deborah’s arrival, covering 
the school’s policy and ethos  as well as personal advice on 
everyday living, cultural differences, shopping, setting up a 
bank account and organising a car.

Before leaving Linton, Deborah was clearly excited about 
the new challenge and a bit nervous, although one thing that 
didn’t worry her was the climate. 

“It’s hottest at the moment, more than 40C and will be 
cooler in January and February, but I will be going from an 
air-conditioned car to air-conditioned buildings,” she said.

Kate France 891602

A trip to Jimmy’s Farm
A GRAND DAY OUT

Jimmy Doherty featured in a BBC2 documentary
Picture supplied by Owen Barnicoat

guidance of our professional 
staff.

LA4Y is open to all young 
people who are very welcome 
to join any of our activities. We 
are based at the Drop-In Centre 
on the recreation ground and 
our opening times are:

Monday: 7- 9pm Drop-In 
informal club night

Tuesday:  3-5pm Girls’ 
project group

Thursday: 5-8pm Drop-In 
facility

Saturday:  a f t e rnoon  
internet café project

In addition there are special 
projects from time to time. We 
also work closely with the vil-
lage college helping to provide 
support and encouragement to 
those who need it.

Funding of youth work has 
been difficult to find over the 
past few years so the contribu-
tion from the Youth Bank is 
very welcome. However, regu-
lar income is what we need and 
we are particularly grateful to 
Linton parish council who have 
supported us from the begin-
ning and continue to do so. The 
county and district councils are 
also regular donors.

LA4Y has served our com-
munity for 12 years and we look 
forward to continuing this work 
for many years to come.

John Batchelor, chairman

Youngsters to get 
an internet cafe

Keep an eye on the horses

We are watching your speed

Deborah starts a 
new life in Dubai

THE wind farm application has gone to appeal on the basis 
that the district council has not made its decision within the 
statutory time limits. This means that there will be a public 
enquiry, chaired by an inspector who will make a recom-
mendation to the Secretary of State who will make the final 
decision.

The decision process has now been taken out of the hands 
of the district council. However, the district still has to go 
through the planning process so that it has a democratically 
arrived at recommendation which it can make to the public 
enquiry. 

The planning committee will be holding an open meeting on 
2nd September at Cambourne to agree its recommendations. 
The meeting is open to the public and everyone is welcome to  
attend. Speaking rights are limited: other than the committee 
members, only those representing the applicant, the parish 
and the objectors are allowed to contribute.

(This will take place before the Linton News is delivered so we 
will bring you any news in the October issue. LNT) 

There is not a date for the enquiry as yet. The probability 
is that it will be early next year – January/February are cur-
rent favourites. It will be held in the district at a venue yet 
to be identified.

John Batchelor, district and county councillor

Latest news on the  
Linton windfarm

As there have been articles in the local press about 
the windfarm and planning permissions and appeals, I 
asked district councillor John Batchelor to explain the 

latest position.

I HAVE spent time doing speed checks and will continue to do 
so. We still have some motorists who are travelling above the 
30mph speed limits and I would again like to remind everyone of 
the dangers of excess speeds and to pay attention when travelling 
through our neighbourhood.

PCSO 7081Pulley

to eggs and vegetables. Jimmy’s Farm now sells lamb and 
beef too, and can also supply gift hampers. The farm shop 
can also be visited online, with a home delivery service 
available. 

Younger visitors may like to walk the nature trail (which 
includes the opportunity to build an Eeyore-style house in 
the woods!) or feed the ducks and goats. Ferrets, guinea 
pigs and some very unusual chickens can be seen foraging 
around. 

The farm also hosts special events, the most recent be-
ing the ‘Sausage and beer festival’ and performances of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream in the woods on site. A special 
harvest event is being planned for 12th-13th September, 
including appearances from celebrity chefs and musicians 
such as KT Tunstall. A Hallowe’en ‘spooktacular’ will run 
every day from 24th to the 31st October.

On the first Saturday of each month, an impressive 
farmers market is held on site, with tasty refreshments 
available from the ‘field kitchen.’ Full details of all that 
Jimmy’s Farm has to offer can be found online at  
www.jimmysfarm.com or by calling 08444 938088.

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894225
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Readers write...Readers write...Readers...
Page 3

For entry in this list, ensure that your event is written 
into the diary in the Post Office.

You may also send an email with your event details to diary@
linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info.

 Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition. 

WEEKLY		
Junior badminton, 10am-12noon Sundays	  SC
Adult tennis coaching, Sundays (call 07791 150141)	 SC
Pilates, 10 and 11.15am Mondays	  VH
Yoga, 7-8.30pm Mondays term time		           Hadstock VH
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays 	                                          VH
Men’s all-age keep fit club, 8pm Mondays	 SC 
Ladies’ netball, 7.15-8.30pm Mondays	 SC
Cempa wu-shu karate, 7-8pm Mondays (age 5 upwards)                   LVC
Linton theatre workshop, Mondays	         (call Joe 01440 703701)
Aquacise Mon, Tues and Wed tel 890248 to enrol	            Granta school
WEA, 10am from 29th September			              VH
Scrabble club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays 	 Church pavi l ion
Linton Granta toddlers, 10am Tuesdays and Thursdays term time	      LVC
Hadstock toddler group, 2-3.30pm Tuesdays term time   Hadstock VH
Ladies’ football, 7-8pm Tuesdays 	 LVC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays			              CC
Tae Kwon Do, 6-8pm Tuesdays and Thursdays		             SC
Ladies’ badminton, 8-10pm Tuesdays	 SC
Senior mobility, 11.30am-12.30pm Tuesdays	                          VH
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays				               CC
Yoga, 7.30pm Tuesdays term time	                      Hildersham VH
Bowls roll-ups from 2pm Wednesdays	 .......Bowls pavilion
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays	           VH
Men’s keep fit club, 8pm Wednesdays	                                         SC
Tots-in-tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays term time	  VH
Music Matters, 10.30am & 1.50pm Thursdays	 VH
LVC badminton club, 8-10pm Thursdays	  SC
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays  	  VH
Tots music group, Fridays 10.30 & 1.30 term time 	 URC
Buffy bus, Fridays 11am-12.15pm	 Hadstock village green
Junior basketball, 6-7pm Fridays	  SC
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays 	  CC
Adult tap dancing, 7.15-8pm Fridays term time	  VH
Granta badminton club, 8-10pm Fridays	  SC
Mini kickers, 10-11am Saturdays term time	 LVC
For sports centre courses please call Mark Wilson 890248

SEPTEMBER		
  5	 Farmers’ market, 9.30am	 LVC
  7	 Camera club, 7.15pm	 CC
  8	 VIP group, 2pm	 Chalklands
  9	 ACEs coach trip to seaside, 9.30am	 Dog & Duck
  9	 Storytime, 2.15pm	 Library
11-13 Open weekend	 Cambridge
12-13 Jimmy’s farm harvest event	 Jimmy’s Farm
15	 Ballroom & Latin dancing beginners, 7.30pm	 LH
15	 Historical society,7.30pm	 VH
16	 CAMTAD, 9.30- 12am	 HC
17	 Ballroom & Latin dancing improvers, 7.30pm	 LH
17	 Ballroom dancing intermediate, 7.30pm	 LH
17	 Parish Council, 8pm	 CC
18	 WI, 10am	 Dog & Ducks
19	 Dads and Tots, 9.30am	 VH
19	 Medal presentation, 10am	 Library
19	 Prize Bingo, 7.30pm	 VH
22	 Junior choir begins, 6pm	 St Mary’s Church
23	 Storytime, 2.15	 Library
25	 Macmillan coffee morning, 10am	 VH
27	 Cambridge glass fair, 10.30am	 Chilford Hall

OCTOBER		
  1	 Luncheon club, 12.15	 The Crown
  1	 Parish council meeting, 8pm	 CC
  3	 Farmers’market, 9.30am	 LVC
  5	 Camera club, 7.15pm	 CC
  6	 WI, 7.30pm	 VH
  7	 Linton reading group, 8pm	 Dog & Duck  
  8	 Gift of life talk, 7pm	 Lothbury centre, Weston Colville
 10	 Camera club exhibiton, 10am	 VH

LINTON DIARY

Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are below. All letters for publication must have a full name, address or phone number 
to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be edited. Opinions are not necessarily those of the Linton News. 

Paul & Sonya welcome you to

THE PEAR TREE INN
   HILDERSHAM

Tel: 01223 891680
Small, friendly village pub selling real ale 

and good quality food.
No recorded music, TV or games machines.

Opening 
12.00 - 14.00 THURS & FRI. LUNCHTIMES

Sundays Traditional Roast 12.00 - 14.30
Evenings except Tuesday

41 High Street, Linton

LAPTOPS FROM £349!
Online remote repair service from £10

Now refilling Ink Cartridges while U wait!

Monday	 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday	 8:30am - 6pm
Wednesday	9:00am - 8pm
Thursday	 8:30am - 8pm
Friday 	 8:30am - 6pm
Saturday	 8:00am - 3pm

Wednesday - Thursday
Nina is now taking appointments 

Wed 5:00 - 8:00 pm

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl, Amie & Louise welcome you to

YOLE FARM 
BUTCHERS 

*
35-37 High Street, 
Balsham, Cambs.

Tel: 01223 893832
Family and 

Catering Butcher
All produce where ever 
possible is sourced from 
our own or local farms

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master

Sweeps.

Qualified advice /
Problems solved.

    Certificates issued.

  www.camsweep.co.uk

01954 782284

20 Rampton Drift,  Longstanton

CHIMNEY

SWEEP

 

Dear Editor
I lost my father, Danny (Jock) Mckinlay, in July 2007 and 
more recently my mother, Margaret Mckinlay, in January 
of this year and they are both buried in Linton cemetery. 

Even though I no longer live locally, I was born and 
brought up in Linton and only moved when I married. My 
mum especially was a keen member of the community and 
a regular churchgoer. I still have roots in the village and 
come home on a regular basis to visit and maintain their 
grave. 

We had put three grave vases with white plastic pointed 
ends to push into the ground. We had marked these be-
cause they are quite unique. Imagine my horror when I got 
a phone call from my brother who told me that these had 
been removed. We ordered some more but these hadn’t 
arrived by the weekend. Again I was horrified to find these 
same vases on someone else’s grave with our marks on. I 
could not believe that anyone could be so lacking in sensi-
tivity.

I wonder if you could print this letter in the next edition 
of the Linton News. I do not know of anywhere else to write 
to, to raise awareness of this.                                                            
J. Marshall by e-mail

Dear Editor, 
I would like to create a women’s sports club in Linton. The  
objective is to have a group of women, from all ages, who will 
be supporting each other in achieving any goal (weight loss 
and sports events such as running, swimming, cycling, triath-
lon, etc)

It would be also an opportunity for all women in Linton 
to get to know each other. Joining is free because it will be a 
friendly club.

All women interested in the advertisement can contact me by

Dear Editor
With reference to your front page article about Red Driving 
School, while I wish Mr Lavery all the best in his new venture, 
I feel you have been misleading with your information. Kelvin 
School of Motoring has financially supported Linton News 
since the paper started – and not because of the need to adver-
tise as our work comes through recommendations. 
I have lived in Linton for more than 42 years and have been 
teaching the people of Linton and the surrounding villages to 
drive for more than 35 years hence the good recommendations!

Your article gives the impression that this new business is 
the only driving school in Linton, which is incorrect.
Kelvin Norman, Back Road
*Kelvin has been invited to write an article for our  
next issue. Editor.

Too good for jumble ...

Stealing from a grave ...  
it’s beneath contempt

There is more than one 
driving school in Linton

 Would you like to be part of 
a women’s sports club?

HAS anyone a double wardrobe they want to find a new home 
for?  If so, please e-mail me and I might be able to help.

The following items are on offer: a decorator’s pasting 
table, two mountain style girls’ bikes - a Raleigh Apollo, 18in 
wheel with five gears for a 6-9 year old and a Topaz starter 
bike with 15in wheel; a boy’s mountain style bike 20in wheel 
with five gears; a 5/6 year-old silver Philips TV with 27in 
screen and a wicker trolley 33in x 13in x 14in with metal 
frame and drawers.

Last month raised £20 for the ACE warden scheme from 
the industrial sewing machine; £30 for Linton district Guides 
from the angle grinder; £10 for Children in Distress from the 
CD player and £20 for the Beacon community trust from the 
Raleigh Calypso bike.

To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit a char-
ity, please phone Kate France 891602 or email katefrance@
linton48.freeserve.co.uk

I’d like to go on Dragon’s Den
Although it may seem funny,
I want to be an entrepreneur
And make a load of money.
The investment that I’d want from them
If my idea fits the bill,
Is to bottle all the water
That flows down Rivey Hill.

The Bard of Linton

YOU might have heard of the Bob-
by scheme, a charity that installs 
security devices and advises on 
safety. Those who are clients of the 
mobile warden will already have 
benefited from their work. Linton is 
now part of an initiative to provide 
advice and additional security to 
older people (see Parish Matters 
for details), and we would like all 
pensioner households in Linton to 
receive their help. The parish coun-

Bobby scheme for safety

Picture from Cambs police

cil is supporting this initiative by funding the £20 visit charge. 
To register, call Sue or Anne on 891001, or any parish councillor.

Local bobby PC 
Rebecca Parkin

KEY: CC Cathodeon Centre, HC Health Centre, LH Linton Heights 
school, LVC Linton Village College, RG Recreation Ground, SC 
Sports Centre, URC United Reform Church, VH Village Hall

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-
1pm, 2pm-5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thurs-
day Closed; Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm;  
Saturday 10am-12noon.

Refuse collection: 14th, 28th September
Recycling collection: 7th, 21st September
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Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311

 

 

Linton Complementary 
Health Centre 

2b Bartlow Road, Linton 

• Acupuncture, Peter White; MSc, MBAcC 

• Hypnotherapy, Ellie Cochran ; BSc, BSCH  

• Massage, Peter White; MSc, Dip. Massage 

• Osteopathy, Celia Crook; BSc B.Ost    

• Shiatsu, Cindy Faulkner; BA, MRSS 

Telephone: 0845 430 9120 

Web Site: www.lintonhealth.co.uk 

 

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

COMPUTER LESSONS
                                   

Lessons by qualified tutor.                  
From basic to advanced.     

01223-897858 or 0777-576-1252

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

Strictly - LEARN TO DANCE
 BALLROOM AND LATIN AMERICAN

Waltz, Cha Cha Cha, Foxtrot, Jive
New Course Begins Tues 15th Sept

Absolute Beginners 7pm-8pm
The New Dance Studio
Linton Village College

£50 for 10 week course
LIMITED AVAILABILITY-To reserve your place

Call Graeme on 07760 143901
----------

KEEP DANCING!

A bustling village hall at last year’s coffee morning

A MACMILLAN Cancer support morning will be held from 
10am-12noon on Friday 25th September in the village hall as 
part of the ‘world’s biggest coffee morning’. 

Tea, coffee and cakes will be served with drinks, cakes and 
biscuits for children. We will also be holding a raffle. Cakes 
and raffle prizes will be gratefully accepted on the morning. 

Spread the word and join us and feel good to be part of 
raising vital funds for Macmillan cancer support. 

Last year we raised £456.30 and we would really like to 
reach £500 this year. So if you have some spare time on 
25th September,, why not drop in to share some cake and  
coffee?

If you want further information, please call Kerri Harmer 
on 894392.

FAMILIES enjoyed a day of 
free sport at Linton commu-
nity sports centre on 27th July 
to mark Olympic Celebration 
Day. 

People were able to play 
badminton, short tennis, tennis, 
football, basketball, plus enjoy-
ing the facilities of the fitness 
suite in celebration of the three 
years until the opening of the 
London Olympics in 2012.

Other activities over the 
holidays have included arty 
craft days, archery, climbing 
on the traversing wall, trampo-
lining, golf, athletics and ‘tots 
tumble’.

Students in Year 9 through to 
university have also been tak-
ing advantage of the ‘summer 
fitness pass’ to the fitness suite. 
Similar activities will be avail-
able over the half-term break: 
contact the sports centre on 
890248 for more information.

New fitness activities at 
the centre this autumn to help 
adults get into shape include 
yoga on Tuesdays from 12-1pm 
and Thursdays from 8-9pm. It 
is a 10-week course and people 

WANT to get better at tennis? 
Here is your chance as Mike’s 
Tennis Academy (MTA), the 
leading tennis coaching com-
pany in East Anglia, is being 
established in Linton.

MTA has a wide range of 
courses available to all age 
groups and abilities. The selec-
tion of training provided ranges 
from holiday camps (all year 
except Christmas), term time 
courses throughout the year and 
private one to one tuition.

The company was set up 10 
years ago by Mike Lipschitz 
who has coached tennis for 
more than 20 years in many 
countries throughout the world. 
The company now boasts three 
further full-time coaches able 
to deliver bespoke tuition to 
all its clients.

Mike has developed a 
unique coaching system called 
RACER which analyses every 
aspect of the players’ games 
and provides a rating system 
which allows them to register 
their progress.

The company carries the 

Olympic celebration  
held at sports centre

Serve up some 
better tennis 

SCHOOL governors represent 
the largest volunteer force in 
the country with approximately 
1% of the adult population 
serving in this capacity at any 
one time. 

Linton Heights junior school 
currently has vacancies for two 
community governors, who 
are are very important to the 
school.

Not only do they bring 
knowledge of the local com-
munity but they are highly 
valued for the skills, experience 
and objectivity they bring to 
decision-making. 

The governing body is there 
to be a ‘critical friend’ which  
can provide the right balance 
between supporting and chal-
lenging the performance of 
both the head teacher and the 
school.

Come and join us ...

Our school needs YOU!

Curios and collectables ... 
LINTON WEA is looking 
forward to a new tutor, Peter 
Edwards, a local and family 
historian from the Fens, who 
will join us this autumn.  

This term, we are once again 
going to look back in time, 
but this time with a twist – as 
our subject title is ‘Curios and  
Collectables’.  

This course will deal with 

a wide range of items from 
the past, so whether you are 
interested in antiques, collect-
ables, such as militaria, glass, 
records, netsuke, etc, there 
is bound to be something to 
interest you.  

We have also purchased a 
new ‘visualiser’ that will enable 
us to display all the items to 
be discussed as 3D objects on 

the screen, just as if they were 
a photo or slide. This means 
the items will visually be fully 
accessible to all.   

We start our 10-week term at 
Linton village hall at 10am on 
Tuesday 29th September.  Each 
session lasts until 11.45 with 
a break for a cup of tea and a 
chance to catch up on the local 
news halfway through.  

We are a very friendly group 
and you will be more than wel-
come to come and join our truly 
happy Tuesday mornings.

The WEA nationally has de-
cided that despite the very tight 
financial constraints elsewhere 
to raise fees by only 5p a week, 
so the total fees for this term 
are £43.50. The course will 
also feature an excursion at a 
greatly reduced rate.

We do hope that during this 
time of severe belt tightening 
right across the financial spec-
trum, with higher food and fuel 
prices, that our band of loyal 

and greatly valued members, 
and of course any potential new 
members, will join us again for 
the autumn.

There are two schemes avail-
able to help people feeling the fi-
nancial pinch which will enable 
them still to be able to attend our 
courses free of charge. These 
matters are always dealt with in 
the strictest confidence.  

Even if your income is above 
£15,050 a year, you may still 
get help, depending on your 
circumstances, so please do ask 
and remember confidentiality 
will be our watchword  (proof 
of household income will be 
required).  

Full details can be found on 
the Linton WEA website or can 
be discussed by contacting the 
branch treasurer: www.linton-
wea.org.uk

For all enquiries about the 
course, please contact the 
branch treasurer on 892430 or 
info@lintonwea.org.uk

must book.
Aerotone sessions will be on 

Wednesdays from 7-8pm with 
spinning (stationary cycling to 
music) on Wednesdays from 
8.15-9pm. We are also hoping 
to bring back boxercise; please 
call to book and for more in-
formation

We are also setting up a 
new fencing club, which will 
be available to juniors and 
adults, from absolute beginners 
upwards. All equipment will be 
provided.

Now that work on the new 
school gym, dance studio, 
activities zone and science 
classrooms has finished, clubs 
and associations can enjoy the 
use of these wonderful new 
facilities. If you would like 
to take a look for your club, 
please contact the sports centre 
on 890248

Finally, the new Five-a-side 
league at Linton, organised by 
Cambridgeshire FA, is being 
held on the sports centre’s all 
weather pitch. If you are inter-
ested in playing, please contact 
Joanne Bull on 209035. 

Being a community gover-
nor can be stimulating, enjoy-
able and rewarding. If you have 
the enthusiasm and want to be 
closely involved in the running 
of the school, please contact 
the school office on 892210 or 
email office@lintonheights.
cambs.sch.uk

Jennifer Malone  
and Esther Cornell

 •Linton Heights junior school is 
committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of our 
children through safe recruit-
ment processes. We expect all 
staff and volunteers to share 
this commitment. 

It will, therefore, be nec-
essary for any applicant to 
undergo a vetting process 
and a CRB (Criminal Records 
Bureau) check will be required 
before appointment.

LTA’s ‘Club Mark’ seal of ap-
proval. Through MTA, players 
who are interested in playing 
competitively will gain access 
to the many LTA tournaments 
running throughout the year.

For those who want to be 
competitive at a less formal 
level, there are the internal com-
petitions run within MTA.

Mike has always believed 
that ‘sport must be fun’ and, 
with MTA’s unique blend of 
fun and performance, there is 
no doubt that players of all 
ages have benefited from this 
attitude. 

Visit MTA’s website at www.
mikestennis.com to find out 
more about the full range of 
courses (including tennis lead-
ers and performance squads), 
camps and competitions. 

Take a look at MTA’s over-
seas venue in Portugal where 
Mike takes members of his 
performance squad for warm 
weather coaching. Join our 
courses and take advantage of 
our trips to the major tennis 
tournaments in Europe. 

LCSC 890248

Picture supplied by Kerri Harmer

BED AND 
 BREAKFAST

BAKERY COTTAGE  
WEST WRATTING 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5LU

also
Cottage and Converted 

Barn to rent for holidays, 
weekends and short breaks. 

sleeping 6 and 4 people
         Tel Carol on

01223 290492
07860 810689

GARAGE
DOORS

SERVICED-REPAIRED
REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems
Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc.co.uk
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NEWS IN BRIEF

An ode to chocolate

Waltzing Matilda enchants ACEs

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

Slabbing, Decking, Gravel Drives 
& Fencing

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

LOCAL, RELIABLE AND
 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

01223 890060
07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com

Local Ironing Service

Fast, friendly 
ironing service 
tailored to suit 

your needs.

Working overtime? Not enough 
hours in the day? Can’t face that 

stack of ironing?

Economical hourly rate.
Free collection/delivery available.

	 Call Carolyn on 
	 01223 891762
	 07961 919374

AJB 
Fencing
All types of domes-
tic fencing - decking 
paving - landscaping

Garden services 
01223 894795
07813 070542

www.ajbfencing.co.uk
Portfolio Available

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
    (01223) 892889 
or 07973294946

No job too small...

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

website: www.ajcopelandca.co.uk

Email: ajcopeland@compuserve.com

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts �nished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday

G. DYE & SONS
GENERAL BUILDER
MAINTENANCE & 
GROUNDWORK

39 The Grove
Linton
Cambridge
CB21 4UQ
Tel: 01223 892089
Mobile: 07961 342887

Free Estimates

Steve Webb
Painter

&

Decorator 
Over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

Montford Barn

Horseheath

Mobile: 07772991373

HYPATIA was feeling bored during the holiday, so I gave 
her this simple problem to solve using only whole numbers.
Take a number, add one, divide the result by seven, double 
the result, now take the positive square root, subtract 
seven, now square the result, add two, then take its cube 
root, add seven and finally multiply by ten.
What was Hypatia’s (whole number) result?

Solution  to No 55 - A Gambler?
Because one cannot tell how many in any row the other 
party takes, it makes sense depending on who has first go 
to ensure you always end with an odd number from differ-
ent rows. This forces the other party to make up the even 
number - 16.

Mental arithmetic

Urania

THE ACEs has been active 
for eight years and we hope to 
continue for many more. ACE 
is a charity with two functions 
– to support the mobile warden 
scheme and to organise social 
activities.

 These include meetings, 
lunches with speakers and 
coach trips, as advertised in this 
paper and around the village. 

The warden is employed by 
Age Concern Cambridgeshire, 
and visits older people in their 
own homes to provide reassur-
ance and support. The service is 
confidential and tailored to the 
individual’s requirements. 

The warden can assist with 
tasks such as collecting pre-
scriptions, and provide infor-
mation through Age Concern, 
but is primarily there to provide 
practical support. 

WHILE I was 
striding over 
the magnificent 
Yorkshire Moors 
and searching for 

dramatic waterfalls, Lin-
ton’s WI ladies were being 
entertained by poet and 
writer, Paula Dolan. 

She recited her ‘true to 
life’ poems and tales of holi-
days. One poem, Chocolate 
Makes Your Clothes Shrink, 
was written after a cruise 
and her weight just piled on. 

But the kind and clever 
ship’s captain said: “Oh 
no, it wasn’t the good food, 
but the sea air making the 
clothes shrink.” I think a 
lot of people will remember 

POT POURRI (56)

ARE you looking for a new 
challenge and have you a few 
hours to spare for some reward-
ing volunary work?

The Milton children’s hos-
pice is looking for collection 
box organisers and publicity 
staff.

Both roles would involve 
a few hours a month and full 
training will be given. Your help 
will enable us to ensure that we 
can continue to provide care to 
children with life-threatening 

Help the hospice 

that line!
The Strolling group’s 

most recent ramble took 
them to the Millennium 
Bridge at Abington – a 
beautiful and graceful piece 
of engineering. 

This footbridge over the 
Granta links the parishes of 
Great and Little Abington 
and was presented in 2000 
by Granta Park and TWI 
(world centre for Materials 
Joining Technology). 

Join us for our next stroll 
on Friday 18th September. 
when we will be going 
blackberrying. Meet at the 
Dog and Duck at 10am.

Trysha Hunt 
894533

conditions and complex health 
care needs and also provide 
support to their families.

If you are interested and 
would like to learn, please come 
along to our our volunteer open 
day on Monday, 12th October 
from 3pm-6pm.

Places are limited, so please 
book early to avoid disappoint-
ment. Contact Nicky Jackson 
or Beccy Turner on 205180 
or email nicky.jackson@each.
org.uk

ARTIST Namik Ozturk has inspired world famous transplant 
surgeon Professor Sir Roy Calne to give a free talk at the Lothbury 
Centre in Weston Colville this October. 

The Gift of Life talk will include discussion on the need for organ 
donation and current attitudes to transplant. The talk complements 
the bold exhibition Permission to Live by Namik, which will be 
showing at the Lothbury Centre during October. 

Namik suffered with heart disease for seven years before hav-
ing a heart transplant. His beautiful and often moving paintings 
show the emotional side of his experiences through treatment 
and recovery. The talk will take place at 7pm on 8th October 

If you would like to know 
more, please contact the 
Health Centre or Enid Bald on 
891069. 

At ACEs meetings, we try to 
do unusual and different things. 
In August we had a fish and chip 
lunch, cooked by the Nippy 
Chippy, and served really hot 
thanks to the sprinting capacity 
of our ladies!

Then we had a concert by the 
Sawston U3A handbell ringers 
– a glorious sound. This was in 
the church, where the acoustics 
did them justice, helping to 
create a warm, appreciative 
atmosphere. 

They do not ring changes 
– a complex system for tower 
bells as heard on Wednesday 
evenings – but create tunes. 
An amusing and erudite ex-
planation preceded each tune, 

along with details of how the 
sounds were created, how 
bells are made and tuned, and 
how the tunes were written and 
arranged. 

We heard Men of Harlech, 
Waltzing Matilda and the ori-
ental Cherry Blossom. There 
was even Bobby Shaftoe from 
the north-east. There were folk 
songs, the classical Ode to Joy, 
a pavane, and a really amus-
ing My Grandfather’s Clock, 
which required the use of foam 
rubber – a novel way to extend 
the range of chimes.

Some brave souls had a go, 
and did not disgrace us. Perhaps 
some might be tempted to take 
up the craft? If so, they would 
be joining an accomplished and 
friendly group who are keeping 
this delightful sound alive and 
accessible.

The next event will be a trip 
to the seaside on 9th September 
– probably Clacton – cost de-
pends upon how full the coach 
is. So the more who come, the 
cheaper it will be! 

We leave the Dog and Duck 
at 9.30am, pick up at the corner 
of Chalklands and Back Road, 
then at the fire station.  Please 
book with Sue or Anne on 
891001, or Enid on 891069. 

We would like to thank all 
who have sent us contribu-
tions, collections, or donated 
proceeds from Too good for 
Jumble. 

The donations are forward-
ed, either to support the mobile 
warden or the work of ACEs. 
Your help is greatly appreci-
ated; without you we could not 
continue.  Thank you.

Enid Bald
YOU should by now  have received the Broadening 
Education Partnership adult education programme for 
Sawston and Linton village colleges through your door. 
If you would like to enrol or enquire about any of the 
courses, please do so as soon as possible as many fill up 
very quickly.
Phone 712424 between 9am and 1pm, Monday to Friday, 
or send a cheque payable to Sawston village college with 
the enrolment form to Sawston village college.

Sue King

Sign up for adult education 

Library medal ceremony

Storytime in term time 

Music Matters is back 

THE presentation of medals and certificates for the  
summer reading challenge, Quest Seekers, will take place 
in Linton library from 10am-12noon on 19th September. 	
	     Linda Pearson, supervisor Linton library.

MORE sessions of Storytime for under fives at Linton 
Library will be on alternate Wednesdays, in term time 
only,  from 2.15pm–2.45pm on the following dates: 9th and 
23rd September, 7th and 21st October, 4th and 18th Novem-
ber and 2nd and 16th December. Bring your child along for 
half an hour of stories, rhymes and an activity. There’s no 
need to book and it’s free. Please ask staff about Book-
start bookcrawl. Parents and carers please stay with your 
children.

Music Matters! filled the village hall over the summer holi-
days with its popular summer specials. Singing, rhymes 
and musical instruments, along with crafts, play and 
fantastic homemade cakes were enjoyed by all.

From 17th September, Music Matters’ term time ses-
sions will be starting again with new timings. Toddlers 
from 12 months upwards will enjoy the morning session 
(10.30-11.30am), while the sessions for children aged 2½ 
years upwards, are moving to the afternoon (1.50-2.35pm). 
The small, friendly sessions introduce early musical skills 
in a fun way, with an emphasis on enjoying and explor-
ing music together. To find out more, please contact Music 
Matters: 893140 or email music.matters@virgin.net

Emma Mason

An inspired speaker 

and marks the opening of the 
exhibition which runs until 23rd 
October. 

One of Namik’s inspiring works
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Chef’s corner

Pickled beetroot

Every child can shine kumon.co.uk

The three aaaghs 
Reading, writing and arithmetic.

 

Maths and English After-School  
Study Programmes
Kumon can help your child progress with 
their maths and English studies, boost  
their confidence and help them shine.

With over 600 centres nationwide,  
it’s convenient too.

Contact your local Instructor today.

Linton Study Centre
Karen Tumber
01223 893 578
linton@kumoncentre.co.uk

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122
A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN
SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross  DipPFS
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com
De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB21 4JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

Call Alec Lavery 
on 07767713408

PIANO LESSONS
 Qualified piano teacher 
with both instrumental 

and school teaching 
experience.

CRB checked 
ISM-recommended

Has a few vacancies for 
pupils in Linton  

Tel 01223 891041
Anne Bradley ARCM

Ingredients
Up to 2kg fresh beetroot
1.5 litres vinegar - either malt or wine, 
depending on your preference
One tbsp whole coriander seeds
1 tbsp whole peppercorns
About 10 whole cloves
1 bay leaf (dried)
100g sugar (optional)
A little star anise
 
Method
Chop the stalks off the beetroot, leaving an inch at the end. 

Scrub the beetroot gently to remove any mud, but taking 
care not to damage the skin. Wrap them in foil and bake at 
180C for up to two hours, until they are tender 

While the beetroot is baking, put the vinegar, coriander, 
cloves, peppercorns, star anise and bay leaf into a large 
pan

Bring it to the boil for about a minute, and then turn off 
the heat and cover the pan.

Leave the flavours to infuse for about two hours, then 
drain before using.

NB: if you prefer sweet pickled beetroot, add 250g sugar 
to the vinegar before heating. Stir well to make sure the 
sugar has dissolved. 

If the skins are thick, you can peel the beetroot - it’s up 
to you. Wear gloves if peeling, or it will take ages for your 
fingernails to return to their usual colour.  

Before you bring the vinegar mixture to the boil, wash 
the empty jars in hot, soapy water and rinse well. Put them 
upside down in an oven at 100C for 20 minutes and allow 
to cool slightly. 

While the jars are still warm, cut the beetroot into half-
centimetre slices and put them into the sterilised jars. 

Seal the jars using an airtight vinegar-resistant lid  
(ie plastic-coated, so no metal comes into contact with the 
vinegar).

When they are sealed, leave them for a few weeks before 
eating. 

Gently shake the jars every week or so to allow the  
flavours to infuse.

 Time from cupboard to table - about one hour.

Notes and variations on pickled beetroot
 Don’t prick the beetroot or completely remove the stalks, 

or the beetroot juices will leak during cooking
Experiment with the spices you use in your pickling 

vinegar
If you’re really organised, you’ll get a better flavour 

by preparing your vinegar several months ahead. Put the 
spices in the cold vinegar bottle and leave for two months. 
Don’t heat

Don’t forget you can access all Joel’s recipes at www.
chefs-corner.co.uk

WHEN Joel told me he had no time to write a recipe this 
month, I threatened to do one for pickled beetroot as there 
are so many available at the moment. Joel approved but said 
I must not forget to add a little star anise, so here it is. Editor

CAMBRIDGE University is welcoming the public in the autumn 
as part of its second Festival of Ideas, during the university’s 
800th anniversary year. 

With more than 150 events, visitors of all ages will be given 
the opportunity to explore the big ideas behind history, literature, 
politics and much more. 

They will be told how the study of arts, humanities and  
social sciences helps us understand vital issues past, present and 
future. 

There are performances, taster sessions, film screenings, exhibi-
tions and debates taking place throughout the festival and a Satur-
day full of hands-on workshops and engaging talks on 24th October. 
Dr  Starkey will give the first Mark Piggott lecture on Henry VIII. 
Other talks and debates include Dame Julia Neuberger, Professor Da-
vid Ford, Sheikh Michael Mumisa and philosopher Professor Simon 
Blackburn on whether a new morality is needed for the 21st century.  
The festival, which runs from 21st October-1st November, drew 
more than 5,000 people in its first year in 2008. 

The aim is to open up the university to the public and inspire 
people to learn more about the ideas in arts, humanities and 
social sciences which have shaped and are shaping the world.  
The debates, talks and events, most of which are free, will be 
set in university lecture halls, museums, art galleries and other 
venues around the town.

The biggest day will be a  ‘family day’ on 24th Octo-
ber which will offer a range of activities for people of all 
ages, including talks by children’s authors Michael Mor-
purgo, Anna Perera, Patrick Ness and Caroline Lawrence.  
For further information, call 766766 or visit www.cambridge 
festivalofideas.org. 

Sophie Smith, University of Cambridge

CAMBRIDGE is home to some 
spectacular architecture, fantas-
tic art collections and beautiful 
gardens, and is opening its 
doors to the public during an 
Open Cambridge weekend from  
11th-13th September.

 There are tours, talks and 
open access, in which univer-
sity and college buildings and 
collections will go on show for 
families, residents and com-
munity groups.

All tours are free but advance 
booking is essential. Online 
booking is available at www.
cam.ac.uk/opencambridge.
You will be able to explore what 
the university has contributed 
in the past to our society in 
scholarship, culture and archi-
tecture and the contributions it 
continues to make today. 

You will also meet univer-
sity and college members face 
to face and find out about Cam-
bridge’s role on a local and glob-

al scale over the past 800 years. 
Tours cover topics such as his-
tory, architecture, art and gar-
dens of college and university 
buildings.

You can also explore ex-
citing collections and manu-
scripts as college and de-
partmental libraries open 
their doors to the public. 
On Saturday, there are talks 
on the 800 years of Collegiate 
Cambridge and throughout 
the weekend, people will be 
able to  visit the community 
art exhibition at the Pitt Build-
ing, which celebrates the uni-
versity’s 800th anniversary. 
We look forward to welcoming 
you to the Open Cambridge 
Weekend.

Sophie Smith, festivals and 
outreach assistant,

arts, humanities and social 
sciences office of external  
affairs and communictions

University of Cambridge

Cambridge opens 
its doors to all ...

... and has some 
great ideas too

THE Gardening club has invited an exciting line-up 
of speakers to join us and enliven the evenings as they 
draw in once more. We start the new season of meetings 
with John Ludgate speaking about alpines at our AGM 

at 7.30pm on 13th October in the village hall.
In November, Hilary Thomas will share her thoughts on how 

to create a low maintenance garden, something we would all 
like to have I am sure.

Geoff Hales’ travelling theatre will bring the travails of plant 
collectors to life with his production of ‘The Chinese Gooseberry 
Man’ for our December meeting.

The new year starts off with a visit from the warden of Wicken 
Fen in January who will speak about its past, present and future. 
We welcome the return of Peter Jackson in February to share his 
knowledge of the biological control of pests. This will be essen-
tial information in this age of organic growing and the declining 
availability of other methods.

March brings Roy Nunn to talk about clematis throughout 
the year, from planting to pruning and recommended varieties. 
Val Spencer wants to help us all make the most of our garden 
by extending the season when she visits in April. The season 
is drawn to a close by Professor John Parker, director of the 
Cambridge University botanic garden, speaking about its col-
lection of trees.

All meetings take place at 7.30pm on the second Tuesday of 
the month in the village hall. Everyone is welcome to join us on 
the night, but if you become a member at the annual meeting, 
discounts apply. We look forward to seeing you soon.    

Kirsten Newble 892425 lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk

Exciting new line-up 
for the cooler evenings

JUST how quickly the topsy-
turvy summer of 2009 has 
flown by and the Linton  his-
torical society’s new lecture 
season kicks off at 7.30pm  on 
Tuesday 15th September at the  
village hall.  

We will start with our annual 
meeting which will be followed 
by a talk by Janet Morris on 
‘Horseheath Hall – a vanished 
country house’.  

At one time, Horseheath Hall 
was one of the most magnificent 
country houses in England with 
a long sweeping drive and its 
own menagerie or zoo. 

Sadly, it has completely 
disappeared: all that remains 
to let us know that it was ever 
there are the superb monuments 
in Horseheath church, the odd 
ancient stonework still found in 
houses in the surrounding vil-
lages and the magnificent gates 
that now adorn a Cambridge 
college.  

This is a really fascinating 
tale of ‘riches’ on the back of 
the slave trade to ‘rags’ as the 
result of amazing extravagance 
and gambling.  This is a tale not 
to be missed. You are all very 

A tale of riches to rags 
at Horseheath Hall 

welcome. Yet again for another 
year, we shall be keeping our 
annual membership fee down 
at just £8 for the season of nine 
enjoyable evenings out with a 
hugely varied range of subject 
matter - less than a guinea 
for a grand night out. Or you 
can come along to individual 
meetings at £2 a time. Far 
better value to become a full 
member.

So why don’t you come and 
join us for a guaranteed enjoy-
able evening among friends.  
There is always lots of news 
of what is happening in the lo-
cal, family, and social history 
world and a chance to discuss 
your own research project with 
the experts.  

Finally, are there any bud-
ding journalists out there who 
would like to come along to our 
meetings and then write a short 
article for the Linton News each 
month?  

If so, we would be very 
pleased to welcome you.  If you 
have any other questions about 
the society, would you please 
contact Andrew on 892430.

Andrew Westwood Bate
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Timmy and Fred’s Indian summer

Roses
Beauty Salon
W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Pedicures,  Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ,  Ear Piercing. 

Mobi le service avai lable
Rene Guinot Agent

Tel Carol
01223 290492

or 07860 810689
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HAIR BY JO DENNY
Women | Men | Children

41 Linton High Street
(Behind North’s Bakery)

t: 01223 893 285

À

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling
Door / Window Replacement
Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening
Painting, Decorating
Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 
15 years industry experience.
Very reasonable rates.
Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson
(Home) 01223 893114 / 893896

(Mobile) 07963 854653

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

orchid and cited a menace in 
the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act. Reputedly from India 
for some obscure reason, it 
is threatening the indigenous 
plant life on a par with Japanese 
knotweed. 

The World Conservation 
Union has listed the latter as be-

i n g one of the worlds worst 
invasive species, un-

derstandably so, for 
unlike Balsam the 

rhyzomes are almost 
impossible to kill. One 

may be fortunate too in 
finding orange balsam, a 
native of North America, 

also known as ‘touch-me-
not’ with orchid-like blooms 

of finest array. 
Both these lovely plants 

are of incredible value in the 
manufacture of medicines and 
cosmetics. This time of year, 
the balsam’s capsules are ripe 
and irresistibly ready to tickle 
and watch them explode, scat-
tering their seeds. And what a 
joy to limn these fruits fed by 
the flowing Granta.

Or is it known by any other 
name? Some learned gentle-
men in the big city are ques-
tioning the title of our Linton 
river, claiming the source of the 
true Granta to be near Quen-
don. Whatever its name, never 
have I known crayfish in such 
abundance, for which another 
sauce may be required.

DID the long range weather 
forecasters get it wrong again? 
Well I did. Meteorologists us-
ing satellite technology and 
predictive weather models 
chopped and changed their 
minds as erratically as Wall 
Street prices. Observers read-
ing natural signs fared no 
better but creatures in my 
garden tool shed may be 
the wisest of all. 

For Timmy the wretch-
ed house-mouse, 
having miraculously 
escaped the wrath of 
a dozen local Lin-
ton cats, decided to 
move up to the top 
shelf and Fred, the  
giant garden spi-
der now lives in the corner 
above him. He previously 
spent days on the outside but 
for some reason now stays 
in. In retrospect, was Timmy 
moving to a higher, drier lo-
cation and Fred finding food 
enough from flies on the inside 
indicative of the wind and rain 
experienced? 

Swifts, martins, swallows 
and bats swoop just a few 
feet off the ground while fish 
enjoy easy pickings indicating 
continuing low pressure. Even 
woodpeckers work the bark 
close to the tree base while  
pigeons seek shelter well be-
neath the thick green canopy 
of the leafy limes. 

However, say seasoned 
country folk, ‘blackberries 
have ripened too squishy and 
early, with sloes now ready for 
frost’. All eyes are on the Atlan-
tic, awaiting a massive area of 
h i g h 

pressure for an In-
dian summer. 

Timmy with toddlers slipped 
through a knotty hole less than 
a centimetre in diameter and 
Fred after shedding his skeletal 
skin finally ventured out, but 
what do they know? Is summer 
finally here? 

Love it or hate it, there’s no 
denying the stunning beauty 
of the pink Himalayan bal-
sam found on the banks of 
the Granta. This magnificent 
plant adds luscious growth 
and colour ranging from pastel 
crimson to deep alizarin red. 
It is also known as police-
man’s helmet and poor man’s 

MARTHA Crouch from Lin-
ton has taken London by storm 
with her magnificent hand-
baked cherry pie. She signed 
up for Cherry Aid Food Lov-
ers Britain competition along 
with 1,500 other entrants and 
won first prize for the judges’ 
favourite pie. 

The event took place at 
Borough Market on National 
Cherry Day on 18th July  and 
was part of a campaign to 
revive the British cherry and 
promote local food.  

Among the judges were 
Sheila Dillon of the Radio Four  
Food Programme and the TV 
chef Oliver Rowe.

Anyone wishing to try out 
Martha’s delicious bakes can 
find her at Linton farmers’ 
market on 5th September from 
9.30am-12.30pm.

Jan Lupton

Martha wins with George 
Washington’s cherry pie

 

*The following is a com-
ment on the webpage where 
her pie is featured. George 
Washington’s favourite cherry 
pie was the winning recipe 
for CherryBake on National 
Cherry Day at Borough Mar-
ket. Made by Martha Crouch to 
an American recipe, she used 
Sunburst cherries from Rent 
A Cherry Tree in Sussex.” We 
are privileged that Martha has 
allowed us to  publish the win-
ning recipe. If you do not wish 
to bake it, you can always buy 
one at Farmers’ market.

LNT

Method  
For the crust: Combine the flour, salt, sugar and fats with a 

pastry cutter or in a food processor until the dough has the texture 
of coarse oatmeal. Sprinkle the water over the mixture little by 
little and bring together gradually with your hands until it just 
holds together. Divide the mixture into two balls, flatten into fat 
discs, wrap in greaseproof paper and clingfilm and refrigerate 
for at least one hour, preferably overnight.  

For the filling: Toss the filling ingredients together and let 
them sit for 15 minutes. Roll one ball of dough to fit a 9in pie pan. 
Brush the bottom crust with egg wash. Add the cherry mixture. 
Place in the freezer while rolling out the top crust. Roll out the 
top crust or make a lattice. Cover the pie with the top crust, cut 
air vents and glaze with egg wash. Place the whole pie in the 
freezer for 10 minutes or refrigerate for 20 minutes. Preheat the 
oven to 200C. Place the pie in the oven on a baking sheet and 
turn the heat down to 180C. Check after 35 minutes and rotate or 
cover the edges with foil if it’s not baking evenly. Bake for one 
hour in total. When the pie is done the crust will be nut brown 
in colour and the juices will bubble from the lattice or air vents. 
Allow to cool for an hour before serving. 

For the filling      
6 cups pitted cherries     
2 tsp fresh lemon juice     
1/8 tsp ground allspice     
1/8 tsp ground cinnamon     
1/8 tsp almond extract     
1 cup sugar     
2-4 tbsp quick-cooking 
tapioca  

Recipe: For the crust
2 cups flour     
1 tsp salt     
2 tsp sugar     
6 tbsp lard     
6 tbsp unsalted butter     
6 tbsp iced water     
1 egg beaten with 
1 tbsp water for egg wash

The 
winning 
pie

WE were alerted on the BBC programme Look East to a 
strange weed growing in gardens in East Anglia. Bruce and I 
realised we also had two of the plants growing in our veg-
etable patch with a white flower. We identified them as datura 
stromium, known also as the thorn apple or devil’s snare, a 
plant of the nightshade family and therefore poisonous. 

Originally from India or Central America, today it grows 
wild in all the world’s warm and moderate regions. In  
Europe, it is found on wastelands and garbage dumps. So 
how did it get to East Anglia?  Birds are a possibility. Has 
anyone else seen this plant locally?

 Janet and Bruce Conochie 

Spot the odd plant out in this Linton garden ... 

Can you spot the white flower of the datura in the Conochies’ garden
Picture by Janet Conochie

picture cour-
tesy of Martha
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The Derbyshire 
Post

S/0648/09/F Mr Nicholas Paton, 38 Mill Lane, Linton, Erection 
of trellis panelling and wooden gate.

S/0649/09/LB Mr Nicholas Paton, 38 Mill Lane, Linton, Remove 
trellis from higher attached wall and install trellis fence 
and wrought iron gate to lower attached roadside wall to 
create 2m high enclosure.

S/0792/09/A Dr R Wadhwani, 108 High Street, Linton,  
1 projecting sign.

S/0793/09/LB Dr R Wadhwani, 108 High Street, Linton,  
1 projecting sign.

S/0839/09/F Mr & Mrs Burgess, 20 Rivey Close, Linton, 
Porch.

S/0864/09/F Mr Ian Stork, 89 High Street, Linton, Garden shed 
and fencing.

S/1014/09/F Mr & Mrs R Allan, 23 Lonsdale, Linton, Exten-
sion.    

S/1017/09/F Mr Kam Wong, 113B High Street, Linton, Instal-
lation of  new door.

S/1027/09/F Dr A K Foote, 24 Mill Lane, Linton, Extension and 
alterations. Roof extension to form pitched roof.

S/1124/09/F Mr David Thompson, 23A Rivey Way, Linton, 
Porch (Retrospective).

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today

• MOT testing 
• All makes of vehicles serviced
   and repaired 
• Tyres at competitive prices
• courtesy car provided
• Polite and friendly staff  

LINTON VILLAGE MOTORS
(situated in Great Abington opposite Granta Park) 

www.lintonvillagemotors.co.uk

Tel: 01223 830550

Mon-Fri:  8.30am-5.30pm       Sat:  8.30am-12.30pm

FABRICS
*Sanderson *Blendworth
*Parkertax *Prestigious

BLINDS & CURTAINS
all types made to measure & ready made

DESIGNER DRAPES
Linton, Road Hadstock CB21 4NU
www.designerdrapescurtains.co.uk

01223 890556

TERM starts again very shortly, but it seems no time at all since 
we broke up for the summer holidays. Just before term ended I 
had tea and a lovely chat with our new Rector in Linton, Rev. 
Steve Griffiths. He seemed extremely pleasant and keen to get 
involved with college life and youth work in particular. 

As we parted, I laughingly asked him to pray for good weather 
on Sports Day which we had once more decided to leave until the 
last morning of the year. We did this with spectacular success for 
the first time in 2008. It is such a delightful way to draw things 
to a fitting conclusion: the whole school community is together 
on the field, there is friendly house rivalry and competition and a 
feeling of relaxed outdoor conviviality not unlike that experienced 
at a summer festival, if the weather is fine. 

And there’s the rub ... the success of the event entirely hinges 
upon dry weather. If you hold the day earlier in the term, as most 
schools do, there is always the possibility of a cancellation and a 
rescheduling. Hold it on the last day and there is no room for error. 
The forecast for the day, I discovered, to my disappointment as it 
neared, was bleak. Heavy rain and thunder was predicted, starting 
in the early hours and then taking hold with grim determination 
as the day wore on. 

We became resigned to putting our Plan B of indoor activi-
ties into place. And yet, at 6am the sun came out, the ground 
looked dry and I began to feel slight hope. By 8.15am, the staff 
had agreed  to give it a go, cheered by the sight of hundreds of 
children dressed in their sports gear and house colours trooping 
into school, their hearts set on the games ahead. 

Throughout the morning we glanced with trepidation at 
the skies above. It was like being in the middle of a chocolate 
doughnut ring: we were surrounded by a circle of darkness on 
every side, and yet there on the LVC field, right in the middle, 
we remained dry. 

It was thundering in Balsham, there was lightning in Stapleford, 
torrential rain in Sawston and storms in the Camps. We could see 
the rain and clouds all around us for miles. It seemed only a matter 
of time before we got well and truly soaked. But, by a miracle, 
we got away with it and the narrow escape made the morning all 
the more enjoyable. It was a terrific way to end the year.

So if you did put in a word for us, Steve, thanks.
Caroline Derbyshire, principal

LINTON village college enjoyed another successful Academy 
workshop week in August. The Academy is a week long musi-
cal theatre workshop for young people aged 8-16, focused on 
dancing, acting and singing and leading to a performance for 
family and friends on the final day. 

This is the third summer the Academy has been in Linton. 
Previous summers have seen performances of the Wizard of 
Oz and Jungle Book, and a three-day workshop in the Febru-
ary half-term this year led to a production of Joseph. 

This summer, however, it was the turn of High School 
Musical and more than 30 young people came together to 
make up the cast in what proved to be a lively production of 
the show. 

Lesley Morgan, arts development manager for the Linton 
and Sawston area, said: “Everyone had a fantastic week and 
we had lots of very positive feedback from both the young 
people who took part and the family members who came 
along to the college to see the show. 

“The practitioners who worked with the young people 
were excellent. I think everyone was amazed at the high stan-
dard of the final performance. I’m already looking forward to 
the Academy returning to Linton village college.” 

If you would like more information about the Academy, please 
phone me or send me an email at  lmorgan@sawstonvc.org:

 Lesley Morgan 712825

High School 
Musical success

Picture by Lesley Morgan

High standard: students line up after High School Musical

ONE of the better Sundays of 
this less-than-glorious sum-
mer saw Linton village cricket 
club celebrate its annual Presi-
dent’s Day fund-raiser with a 
tense game of cricket which 
came down to the final over. 

This year marks Marianne 
Larcombe’s 18th and final sea-
son as club president. She has 

President Larcombe declares her innings

It was fitting that the coup 
de grace was delivered by 
Oliver Priestley, returning to 
play against the club that also 
owes him so much. 

The Third XI, which has 
been made possible by his and 
others’ dedication to youth 
cricket in the village, has had 
an extremely successful first 

been a wonderful supporter 
of the club and we want to 
express our deepest thanks. 

On the day, Marianne’s side 
captained by her son David in 
probably the last game of a 
career curtailed by injury were 
victorious, beating the club’s 
XI by a handful of runs with 
four balls left. 

season, winning five fixtures, 
with all of the youngsters mak-
ing contributions at one time 
or another. 

I’m sure Marianne will 
be pleased to know that she 
leaves the club stronger now 
than perhaps at any time in her  
18-year presidency. 

Hans Pinkard 

Left, the president’s son David, and right her grandson Owain, both playing their way to victory
Pictures by Jim Cracknell



B Haylock
Wood Flooring 

&

Carpentry
Supply and installation

Free quotations

Home viewing 
of samples

Mob: 07734057520
Tel: 01223 890418

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866
leswestlake@aol.com

Quality Painting 
and 

Decorating Service

HOUSE
GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

& 

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered
Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

Linton Community Sports Centre
- FITNESS SUITE -

PERSONAL TRAINING // HOLISTIC THERAPY
– TENNIS & NETBALL COURTS –

- FLOODLIT ‘3G’ ALL WEATHER FOOTBALL PITCH 
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

RANGE OF TERM, HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES & PARTIES

 01223 890248
Check out the latest info at: -

http://www.linton-sport-fitness.co.uk

DVDs, Games, Music

New Offers Every Week

Fast, Free Delivery

www.centralplay.co.uk
enquiries@centralplay.co.uk

Centralplay.co.uk
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Parish Council Matters

LINTON has been selected as a pilot area for ‘Operation 
Promenade’ which aims to prevent distraction burglaries and 
identify bogus callers. Linton has a high occurrence of dis-
traction burglaries compared to other areas in Cambridgeshire 
as the area is vulnerable with easy access to the A11/M11, it 
is rural and also does not have street CCTV like many other 
areas. Linton has therefore been selected to pilot this initiative 
making it available to all pensioners.

The Bobby Scheme is a registered charity and part of the 
Cambridgeshire Police Shrievalty Trust which employs secu-
rity advisors who install locks, bolts, peepholes, door chains 
etc., for a nominal fee of £20. They do not aim to turn a home 
into a fortress but they will provide practical help, reassurance 
and peace of mind. The success of the Bobby Scheme speaks for 
itself, in that the repeat burglary rate for those who have been 
helped by the scheme is less than 2%, compared with a rate of 
10% in Cambridgeshire and the national repeat burglary rate 
of 14%. Many of those who have benefitted from the scheme 
are not victims, and not only is their risk of burglary reduced 
significantly, but their confidence and feeling of security is 
very much improved. 

The scheme also understands the needs of the many fami-
lies who care for elderly relatives in the village and this is 
always considered when improvements are being undertaken. 
Door chains which have previously been a barrier to entry in 
emergencies can now be fitted with a key lock to release in 
an emergency. Carers can also coordinate the improvements 
on behalf of their relatives.

Linton parish council wants to encourage all Linton 
pensioners to register for the scheme. The parish council 
appreciate that the £20 charge can be unaffordable to many 
and has set aside funding for 250 households initially. This 
scheme and payment offer is available to all pensioner house-
holds, wherever they are within the village and whatever the 
type of property.

If you would like to register for the scheme or need further 
information, please contact Sue or Anne at the parish council 
office or any parish councillor.

Cllr Roger Hickford

Bobby Scheme
SUMMER is here, or so they 
tell us. However, with a bit 
of luck, this time of the year 
should provide suitable weath-
er for some ‘tarting up’ around 
the village. So over the next 
couple of months we have 
arranged to improve things in 
several areas.

I am a member of several 
parish council working parties, 
but at the moment particularly 
concerned with the Cemetery, 
CCTV on the recreation ground, 
Communications and the Heri-
tage Trail. So here is up-to-date 
information on all four.

Some of you will have 
noticed the rustiness of the 
cemetery railings facing Back 
Road. So in the next couple 
of months the gates and rail-
ings will be stripped down 
and repainted. Unfortunately I 
was outvoted when it came to 
changing the colour – thought 
something brighter might have 
improved the overall look, but 
green was the general choice. 
That’s called a “committee” 

Paint and other things

Rusty railings
All pictures by Mike Gee

decision. None of us gets our 
own way all the time!

Also, at long last, we have 
accepted a quote for mapping 
every tree inside the cemetery 
together with official reports 
on their health and safety. Once 
this has been undertaken almost 
certainly some trees will have to 

We are watching you

With reference to the CCTV in the recreation ground – they are 
all on the pavilion and have been focused better to offer clearer 
images. This proved of use recently when, during a youngsters’ 
official cricket match, something rather expensive was stolen 
from a changing room. Unfortunately at this moment – we have 
to write these parish matters pieces some time before publication 
– I do not know the outcome although ‘suspects’ were caught on 
camera and a disc copy given to the police.

be taken down but will quickly 
be replaced with young native 
species. Hopefully the tranquil-
lity of the cemetery will not be 
disturbed too much. We are also 
looking to resurface sections of 
the roadways that have suffered 
from the bad winters in recent 
years.

Communications mainly 
deals with general things like 
parish matters and the Linton 
parish council website. The 
website has been ‘live’ for some 
time but we still meet people 
who do not look at it although 
they have the technology. I 
know that the council meeting 
minutes are not exactly exciting 
but as the designer I did try to 
make the website interesting for 
local people. Maybe you did 
not know that you can look up 
any planning application, with 
direct access to South Cambs 
planning area – always useful. 
So if you have not yet looked 
at www.lintoncambridgeshire-
pc.gov.uk why not try it. There 
are lots of pictures of Linton 
in the gallery section and if 
you have any of your own that 
you think suitable then please 
send them to me and I will try 
to put them on the website. Or 
if you have any suggestions for 
general improvement, again 
please let me know by email, 
gee_m@hotmail.com

Just an aside! Note the image with the car parked on the yellow 
lines. This was near the Post Office but the situation is usually 
worse in the High Street. 

So just a plea to think before parking because the habit can 
be a danger to pedestrians as well as being against the law, and 
that goes for riding bikes down a one-way street or on the pave-
ments too.

Now for the Heritage Trail. Work is ongoing. Enid, (councillor 
Bald who is also a member of all the above workings parties!), 
and I walked the first trail recently, making amendments to the 
information that will go into a small booklet together with a map. 

Thoughtless

Heritage starts here A large permanent map of the trail will be situated 
somewhere near the village sign where we would like it 
to begin – hence the picture. Incidentally we did not hurry 
and it took about 75 minutes to walk the route and look 
at all the buildings marked out as historically interesting.

Cllr Mike Gee



BED AND 
 BREAKFAST

BAKERY COTTAGE  
WEST WRATTING 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5LU

also
Cottage and Converted 

Barn to rent for holidays, 
weekends and short breaks. 

sleeping 6 and 4 people
         Tel Carol on

01223 290492
07860 810689

Reliable Local 
Builder

From  conversions to 
plastering, 

renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 290925 
Mobile 07813 070369 

❉  OFSTED Registered & Inspected

❉  Member of NCMA 

3 months - upwards
• BREAKFAST CLUB

• AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
• School Drop-off/ Pick-up service
Emergency or Overnight care
Mon-Fri (subject to availability)

Tel: 01223 894464

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-
work, renewal of pitched 

or flat roofs
New guttering, 

repairs/unblocking
Free estimates before any 

work commenced
25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
    *  CRB Checked
    *  Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
  sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

GARAGE
DOORS

SERVICED-REPAIRED
REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems
Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc.co.uk

 Opportunity awaits
We provide a professional and friendly recruitment serv-
ice to Haverhill and the surrounding villages. If you are 
looking for short term temporary work or if you are 
looking for the next step on your career ladder then 
call us today or email your CV to: jobs@cremrecruit-
ment.co.uk

www.cremrecruitment.co.uk
Contact Colin Saunders or Tom McKenzie 

on: 01440 708833

⇒ Industrial
⇒ Administration
⇒ Secretarial
⇒ Accounts
⇒ Sales
⇒ Customer Service
⇒ Engineering

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

L.B. CABS
LINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Weddings a 
speciality

Airports
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 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 

Clerk to the council – Mrs Sue Parry 
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon, and 
4–5.30pm, Tuesday–Friday 9am–12noon 

Or by appointment 
Dates for full council meetings:

September 3rd and 17th, October 1st and 15th 2009 
All meetings held at the Cathodeon centre 

following the public forum commencing at 8pm

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon centre on Thursday 2nd July 2009.

Present: Ms E Cornell (chair), Mrs E Bald (vice chair), B 
Hammett, J Linsdell, G Potter, Dr J Rossiter, Dr V Urwin and 
Mrs S Parry (clerk). Mrs K France (press) was also in attendance 
together with one member of the public.

The chair opened the meeting at 8pm and explained that as the 
majority of councillors were absent any major decisions would 
be deferred.

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Cox, 
Daly, Gee, Gore, Hickford, Hunt, Krarup and Williams.

Declaration of interests from members: Cllr Rossiter 
declared a personal interest on the Camping Close item as a 
consultant for the county council.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
18th June: The clerk confirmed that the owner of the overgrown 
area had written to the council and this matter would be an agenda 
item at the next meeting.	

The South Cambs magazine had reported that 52 properties 
were being built at Flaxfields but the actual number remains at 
40.

Reports from co-ordinators: Open Spaces: Cllr Bald re-
quested support for removal of the dead trees at the entrance to 
Rivey Lane and the area to be replanted with mature trees. It was 
agreed to check ownership of the land to identify responsibil-
ity. It was felt that council should incur no costs relating to this 
work or lose any trees from their allocation should this work be 
undertaken.

Recreation ground: Cllr Potter reported that during the recent 
flash flooding a manhole cover had been lifted outside the pavilion 
and the resulting water had damaged the block paving. Anglian 
Water had been contacted to replace the cover. A quotation had 
been requested to re-lay approximately 15 square metres of the 
blocks. It was reported that the lock to the recreation ground gate 
was missing.

Reports were given of flooding at the Balsham Road/High 
Street junction. A garage at 19 Symond’s Lane was also flooded 
by water from the Flaxfields footpath. However there was no 
flooding in Church Lane as a direct result of the recent drainage 
work undertaken by the county council.

Cemetery: The decision on a request for a memorial stone was 
deferred to the next meeting.

Rights of way: The clerk reported that she had attended a Par-
ish Paths Partnership (P3) meeting on behalf of the rights of way 
committee. A meeting was planned for late August to discuss the 
possible Linton diversion package.

Venture playground: Cllr Hammett reported that Clever Curves 
were still awaiting delivery of the materials to repair the skate 
ramp. A shackle on a swing had been replaced following the 
Zurich Insurance play equipment check.

Glebe land: It was resolved to send the letter to the Diocese 
requesting permission to extend the riverside walk.

Allotments: It was agreed to contact Mr McMurray at the 
district council for an update on the situation with regard to the 
offer of land from Mr Balaam.

Camping Close update following a meeting with the In-
fant School: A report of the meeting had been received from the 
school. Cllr Hickford had also issued a report which had been 
made available to the school. It was hoped that a compromise 
could be reached whereby the school would not fence off anymore 
of Camping Close if certain obligations were undertaken by the 
council. These included daily litter picking, dogs to be prohib-
ited from using land north of the path, people to be prohibited 
using land north of the path during school hours, signage to help 
enforce these issues and financial assistance with grass cutting 
costs. Council agreed in principle to these requests but no deci-
sions were made. There remains some confusion as to how high 
the proposed fence would be.

It was agreed to continue to collect information relating to the 
application for Village Green status.

Cllr Hammett agreed to report on the thoughts of the fireworks 
committee following their meeting on 13th July.

Report on Local Council Advisory Service seminar covering 
risk assessment and risk management: This item was deferred 
to the 6th August meeting.

Written reports from council representatives: A report 
on the latest police panel meeting had been received from Cllr 
Hickford. The clerk requested that any graffiti be reported to the 
parish office so that action could be taken.

Reports from councillors: Cllr Hammett reported that he 
had secured a grant of £5000 to help fund play equipment on the 
recreation ground.

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon centre on Thursday 16th July 2009.

Present: Ms E Cornell (chair), Mrs E Bald (vice chair), Dr 
B Cox, M Gee, A Gore, R Hickford, T Krarup, J Linsdell, Dr J 
Rossiter, Dr V Urwin and Mrs A Meeks (assistant clerk). Mrs K 
France (press) was also in attendance.

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Daly, 
Hammett, Hunt, Potter and Williams. County and district coun-
cillor Batchelor, district councillor Bear and Mrs S Parry, clerk. 	
Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd 
July: Cllr Cox questioned whether the cause of flooding from 
the manhole near the pavilion on the recreation ground had been 
due to a blockage further back rather than the heavy rain. It was 
reported that Anglian Water were investigating.

Report from police and consideration of policing, safety 
and security issues: Cllr Hickford had not yet submitted his 
graffiti location list. It was agreed that all councillors would 
compile a list, to include private as well as public property, and 
submit to the clerk.

Cllr Hickford had been informed of a theft of an iPod from the 
sports pavilion with a request for the CCTV to be viewed. Cllrs 
Hickford and Gee would check film footage. The football club 
would be contacted regarding their internal cameras.

It was noted that agreement in principle had been reached for 
the police station to relocate to the fire station building.

Report from the county and district councillors: A writ-
ten report from county and district councillor Batchelor had 
been circulated and the chair read out a report sent by district 
councillor Bear. Cllr Bear had responded to two items she had 
been asked to follow up as follows: 1) The Linton Conservation 
Area Appraisal (LCAA) had been initiated in 2006 and work was 
continued until 2007. 2) The Design Guide for the area should 
be sent out for consultation by the end of September 2009 and 
then the LCAA would hopefully be finalised soon after that date. 
There was a draft appraisal on disc. The 2007 date would be 
queried with Cllr Bear. Cllr Bear had sent a South Cambs Sport 
booklet to the meeting which contained details of an Elite Sports 
Performer grants and support programme launched by the district 
council. It was reported that Enertrag may lodge an appeal on 
non-determination of the wind farm application. It was expected 
that the application would go before the district council planning 
committee on 2nd September.

Cemetery - consideration of a request for a memorial 
stone: Item deferred from meeting of 2nd July. Cllr Gee gave a 
brief review of the request for approval of a memorial from Hib-
bitt & Sons Masonry Ltd, and the meeting held in the cemetery 

with Mr Hibbitt and representatives from the council and family 
involved. The height of memorial requested was above that al-
lowed in the agreed council cemetery regulations and there were 
health and safety implications. It was resolved not to allow the 
memorial request. The letter sent to Hibbitt & Sons confirming 
refusal would advise that the council would be happy to consider 
a revised request.

Cemetery - consideration of quotations to paint the railings 
and gates: A copy of the letter sent out requesting a quotation, 
giving the specification, was also provided to councillors. It 
was resolved that the quotation for £1201.24 + VAT from Steve 
Jackson Ltd to paint the cemetery railings and gates be accepted. 
The letter accepting quotation would re-emphasise the council’s 
specification.   

Cemetery - consideration of quotations for a condition 
survey on the trees: Item deferred from meeting of 18th June. 
It was noted that an additional climbing inspection/aerial survey 
request was not being pursued. It was resolved that the quotation 
for £547.00 + VAT from Hayden’s for a condition survey on the 
trees be accepted and an additional £48.00 + VAT for an Ordnance 
Survey digital tree plan.

Preparation of Tree Wish List and consultation with land-
owners: Cllr Cornell said that £1,000 had been precepted for 
tree provision and maintenance and she felt this should continue 
in future years. Cllr Rossiter distributed copies of a plan of the 
village for councillors to mark where they thought trees should 
be planted. On discussion of sites to consider it was noted that 
trees beside roads slow traffic but that the county council may not 
take responsibility for them. It was reported that Roz Richardson, 
district council tree officer, had the A1307 as a priority and that 
she had mature trees available. It was also considered that Sue 
Anderson, village tree warden, may be able to give advice. Cllr 
Rossiter thought an approximate cost would be £50 per tree. It 
was resolved that councillors each complete village map with 
possible tree planting sites, for collation by Cllr Rossiter. A 
decision would be taken later on whether to start consultations 
with landowners.

Correspondence received and for discussion: Email from 
Mr Lamb regarding overgrown area on Back Road. The area of 
land owned by Mr Lamb and Miss Lamb was found to be bigger 
than thought as it included the rented out arable land between 
Challklands and the bridleway. Cllr Urwin suggested that a let-
ter be sent to Mr and Miss Lamb advising that the council were 
unable to give views on the possible future use of their land until 
the extent of the land was known. A map of their land would be 
requested for the council’s information and acknowledgement 
given for their allowing the security fencing for the neighbouring 
development. This was agreed.

A discussion took place on land ownership as the above matter 
had highlighted this lack of knowledge. Cllr Gore advised that 
not a lot would be registered with the land registry as this had 
only been compulsory from 1989. It was agreed that councillors 
would start collecting information to identify village landowners. 
Pembroke College would also be approached for information on 
their land ownership.

Hildersham parish council’s request to meet with Linton par-
ish council and highways regarding the long term future of the 
back roads was agreed.

Cllr Bald referred to a correspondence item from a resident 
regarding ‘open areas’ in Finchams Close. She advised that her 
comments referred to had been added to by someone else and the 
published article contained things she had not said. The resident 
had apologised to her and the Linton News team were aware.

Reports from councillors: Cllr Hickford reported that vehicle 
parking on the recreation ground had become out of hand and he 
was very concerned about safety issues with such a lot of vehicle 
movement. He had taken a picture that evening of 10 cars parked 
by the bowls green hedge. It was agreed that this item would be 
discussed at the next meeting and for a meeting of the car park 
working party to be organised.

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents re-
ferred to above can be inspected at the parish council office.


