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Meet

the team...

HIS month, in our look at
how the Linton News is
produced, we will be investi-
gating the technical and finan-
cial aspects of the operation.
The Linton News is written
and laid out on AppleMac com-
puters and the guiding light is
Graham Potter, who has been
with the paper since the second
issue back in 1987.
“Ianswered an appeal in the
first issue asking for technical
help from anyone with a
knowledge of and interest in
computers and I’ve been doing
the job ever since,” he says.
Graham’s work starts when
he is given details of an issue’s
adverts from our advertising
manager. He then transfers the

Technical: Graham Potter

ads to a blank on-screen ver-
sion of the LN that is passed to
the editor and her sub-editing
team who put the paper to-
gether.

Then it’s back to Graham
who prints the pages for our

proof-readers to spot the mis-
takes. When that stage is fin-
ished Graham does a final
check and polish before adding
the two yellow pages at the end
produced by the parish coun-
cil.

The whole process takes
about two weeks and when the
finished version is with the
printer, Graham puts all the
stories electronically on our
website (the position of Linton
News website manager is va-
cant at the moment and any
help would be appreciated) and
also to the Granta Grapevine
talking newspaper.

“I really enjoy working for
the News,” Graham says. “It’s
an important way to tell the
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The men who keep the computers
and the cash in order

villagers what’s going on. And
people seem to appreciate what
you’re doing. I’ve had com-
plete strangers stop me in the
street and thank me for the Lin-
ton News.”

Controlling the Linton
News’ purse-strings is Norman
Dann, only the second finan-
cial supremo in 18 years.

He took over some eight
years ago from the late Ron
Amsden, one of the Linton
News’s founders, after joining
the paper a few years earlier as
a proof reader.

“I had some spare time,”
Norman says, “and I wanted
something useful to do. Being
treasurer is not a very onerous
job. The main task is keeping

Financial: Norman Dann

aneye on the cash flow, paying
the bills and preparing the an-
nual accounts.

“All our income comes
from advertisements and we
use that cash to pay our bills,
which are mainly for printing

and keeping the computer
equipment up-to-date.

“Surplus cash goes to vil-
lage causes, such as trees in the
recreation ground or books for
the library.”

As well as keeping an eye
on the Linton News’s cash,
Norman helps Graham with the
ads for the paper, and also does
one of the monthly distribution
rounds.

Norman also edited the last
Linton Directory.

Later this year, he will be
assisting local historian Garth
Collard with the future publi-
cation of a book about the his-
tory of Linton in pictures, for
which we have just been given
a Lottery grant.

How we are failing older people
... all for the want of £54,000

ULNERABLE older peo

ple in Cambridge and the
surrounding villages are set to
lose their Parsons Court access
centre — and all for the want of
£54,000.

Parsons Court, in Cam-
bridge, is due to close at the
end of March and the plan was
to replace it with a new centre
where older people can drop in
for a chat and information, re-
freshments, computer access,
and, most importantly, social
contact.

Cambridgeshire county
council, Cambridge city coun-
cil and Cambridge City and
South Cambs primary care
trust were asked to find
£18,000 each towards the set-
ting-up costs.

The two councils have still

L.B. CABS

LINTON

For all your long and
short taxi trips

Airports

to decide and the PCT has of-
fered an inadequate one-off
sum of £10,000, which has had
to be declined because it will
not cover costs.

Gloria Culyer, of Age Con-
cern Cambridgeshire, which
manages the access centre,
said: “The situation is not good,
although the long-term pros-
pects are not totally bleak.”

The proposed new centre,
although larger than Parsons
Court, would still be modest in
the context of a city such as
Cambridge, but it would make
amajor contribution to improv-
ing the quality of life of older
people.

But because the councils
and the trust are having trouble
finding the money, Parsons
Court will close next month

Reliable Local
Builder
rom

conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and
decorating-

and no new centre will be de-
veloped in Cambridge.

What this means is that a
number of older people will be
leftisolated and lonely, and the
opportunity to improve the
quality of life of many more
will have been missed.

This short-sightedness is
likely to cost the statutory agen-
cies much more than £18,000
each since it is they who will
have to meet the costs as peo-
ple’smental and physical health
deteriorates because of their iso-
lation and inactivity.

It is also a serious condem-
nation of a modern and vibrant
city such as Cambridge that it
isunable to find £54,000 a year
to meet the needs of older peo-
ple.

The Older People Reference

Group, which has been work-
ing with Age Concern to safe-
guard the centre, is disap-
pointed and angry that re-
sources for this development
have not been secured.

It is particularly aggrieved
that the views of older people
have not made a difference to
the statutory agencies.

One such view expressed by
older people was: “Without the
... centre many lonely old folk
will have no human contact, no
chance to talk to others, will
become even more lonely, their
health will suffer and they [will]
become a drain on the health
service. Cannot the powers that
be see this, or are they totally
blind to the needs of older folk?
Whata dreadful outlook for this
city of ours.” LNT

Calling all railway fans

ARAILWAY enthusiast group
is looking for new members at
its regular meetings held in the
Pear Tree pub in Hildersham.

Publicity officer Mark
Neilson says: “We are an
umbrella group supporting a
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world acclaimed narrow gauge
railway being restored in North
Wales called the Welsh High-
land Railway.

“Meetings begin on 15"
February with a talk by the
author and narrow gauge rail
expert Peter Johnson. The
meeting starts at 8§pm and will
finish about 9.45.

For more details, please
call:me on 894058 or email
markneilson@btinternet.com

Mark Neilson

Z,

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN
SECURED UPON IT. WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

« Hairdressers

« All Beauty Treatments
+ Nails (Acrylic & Gel)
+ Spray Tanning

+ Champagne Lounge
% Clothes

@om&ﬂ) AMPERED

113 HIGH STREET, LINTON TEL: 890303

“ Senior Ladies' Day Mon, Wed & Fri; free tea and biscuits

Newly refurbished over three floors
Q)pen Mon 9-6, Tues 9-8, Fri 9-6, Sat Q—v

+« Sun Beds

« Bridal Packages

« Pamper Packages

+« Gift Vouchers

+« Free Supervised
Children's Créche

FREE

ESTIMATES

« FITTED KITCHENS /

CABINET MAKERS
BESPOKE JOINERY

WOODEN FLOORING
CONSERVATORIES

eurizvenga \Watkins ]oinery

BEDROOMS /WARDROBES
DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390

www.watkinsjoinery.freeserve.co.uk

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURANCE WORK
UNDERTAKEN

Family history is fun

A FAMILY and local history
weekend is being organised by
the BBC to cash in on the tre-
mendous interest shown in the
TV programme Who Do You
Think You Are?

The first series attracted
large audiences and the second
series has just started, so to
coincide with this, the BBC is
arranging a special Families
and Local History event over
the weekend of 11" and 12
February.

Locally, BBC Radio Cam-
bridgeshire and some of the
county’s leading experts are
holding a Family History
Roadshow at the Cresset Cen-
tre in Peterborough on Satur-
day 11" February. Watch out

for further details. Then the
following weekend, Saturday
18" February, to help you put
what you saw into practice, the
Cambridgeshire Local History
Society is hosting a workshop.

Local experts will answer
questions on preparing and pre-
senting your local and family
history projects dduring an
event entitled Getting Into Lo-
cal History.

In March, there will be two
spring conferences — the Cam-
bridge Antiquarian Society on
Saturday 11" and the Cam-
bridgeshire Historic Churches
Trust on Saturday 18%.

For details, call 892430 or
email - c.l.h.s@btinternet.com

Andrew Westwood-Bate

Cinders’ fur slippers ...

DID you know that Cinder-
ella’s glass slippers were not
glass atall? Had you been at the
January meeting of the Linton
and District Historical Society,
you would have heard that the
mix-up was all to do with the
fascinating world of heraldry.
Heraldry was the subject of
atalk by long-time Linton resi-
dent David Broomfield, who
revealed the shocking news
that Cinderella’s slippers were
made of plain squirrel fur.
Apparently, it was all down
to an early scribe, who mistook
the word vair, a type of heraldic
fur, for the French word verre,
which, as you probably all
know, is French for glass. The

error stuck and Cinderella’s
glass slippers were created.

Our next meeting is at
7.30pmon Tuesday 21 Febru-
ary in Linton village hall when
Chris Jakes will take us on a
slide show tour round Cam-
bridgeshire with the help of his
old photographs.

Andrew Westwood-Bate
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Time for a little catnap

INTON Zoo has a new

baby ... and over Christ-
mas and New Year, visitors
were able to watch the
progress and
development of Safina, our
African lion cub.

It doesn’t seem so long ago
that we were announcing the
arrival of Riziki and Karla as
cubs from Woburn Safari
Park, and on 30" November,
the young pair became proud
parents of Safina. Unfortu-
nately, the inexperience of
Riziki and Karla meant that
we had to remove the little cub
for hand-rearing to ensure she
survived.

Safina, Swahili for Beauti-
ful One, weighed around
2.5Ib at birth and has been fed
from a baby’s bottle on a spe-
cial milk formula success-
fully used for her parents, and
at six weeks of age she has
changed from a tiny lifeless
cub to a 10lb bundle of mis-
chief. Visitors have been able
to watch her progress on a
special video monitor in the
coffee shop.

The observation monitor
has created such interest that
we are planning to upgrade
from a small black and white
to a large colour screen and
with more cubs and babies on
the way, this will allow visi-
tors to get a good look at an
otherwise secret part of the
mothers’ and babies’ lives.

We are hoping that perhaps
a security company might like
to supply and sponsor the nec-
essary equipment in time for
the birth of our next litter of
tiger cubs around Easter.

Generally, we had a super
breeding season in 2005 with

IMPROVE YOUR
SPANISH AT HOME

*experienced teacher*®
*lessons in your own home*
*free initial assessment/consultation®

If you are interested in improving
your Spanish, contact:
Susan Hodges (01223) 891521
or: sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

Just relaxing: Safina takes a break from the tiring business of growing up

many special births and
hatchings. These included
several lemur species, cotton-
top tamarins, baby giant tor-
toises, various parrots and
macaws and Parma wallabies.

Meanwhile, we are still col-
lecting used stamps for our
conservation fund-raising
projects. Foreign stamps and
ones in good condition are
preferred but everything is
welcome. Please leave them
at the gate as you are passing.
Thanks for the many anony-
mous packages we have re-
ceived.

Also, thereis always plenty

Bep & BREAKFAST

Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton
Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow
Families welcome
No Smoking
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of bagged up Zoo Poo (tapir
and zebra stable waste) avail-
able at the gate for collection—
just call in. It is a cheap and
brilliant non-peat soil
improver and all the money

Picture by Kim Simmons
raised goes into the conserva-
tion fund.

If you want 10 bags or
more, we can organise deliv-
ery in Linton, or if you want
to leave us a trailer to fill, that

is no problem to organise ei-
ther.

This year, we will be con-
tinuing our series of weekend
and school holiday keeper
talks and activities as part of
our commitment to environ-
mental education.

The exciting and interac-
tive programme of events and
activities is aimed at both
adults and children and is also
available for pre-booked
school visits.

The animals involved are
lemurs, tapirs, owls, tigers,
and snakes, bugs and little
beauties. Visit our website at
www.lintonzoo.com for de-
tails and times or phone
891308. Always phone on the
day of your visit to check your
event is taking place.

Last year was a fantastic
year for the zoo and we are all
now looking forward to the
new season.

Lots of new and exciting
interactive keeper talks and
animal encounters are planned
and we hope that visitors and
school groups will take ad-
vantage of all the extra free
facilities available to enhance
their visit to Cambridgeshire’s
premier zoo.

Kim Simmons
891308

Heartache of a voluntary job

WORKING  within

the Parole System

was M™ Puskin

Gowlett’s talk to the mem-

bers of January’s WI meet-
ing.

This voluntary job was,

at times, heartbreaking for
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Linton based: Mobile:
01223 890228 0774 8627920
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Pusskin. The prisoners were
applying for early release
on many grounds and the
Parole Board had to decide
who deserved release and
who was ready for release.

Pusskin’s job came to an
end in the mid-nineties
when the composition of the
board was changed to only
professional people. Mem-
bers were moved by the pas-
sionate stories and the
prison system’s successes
and failures.

Pusskin was thanked by
Ann Slmpkln
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BSc DipGD (InstGD)
Tel: 01223 897825

Email: Judithr2011@aol.com
www.whitechimneys- \
de5|gn co. uk

On a more light-hearted
theme, president Trisha
Lewis read from a WI
county book some of'the his-
tory of Linton WI which will
soon be celebrating 65
years since our second for-
mation.

Next month, the speaker
will be Angela Standsall
who will be talking about
her visit to Uganda.

New members welcome,
please contact the secretary
Brenda Smith on 890125.

Ann Simpkin 892090
Linton WI
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FREE Quotations
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07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com
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Love and
laughter
for
Twelfth
Night

LAST December, Linton

Village College staged
Shakespeare’s Twelfth
Night.

To anyone who has read
this play, they will know it’s
very complicated, and the
basic theme is how love af-
fects different individuals.
Throughout the play there
was a running commentary
from Amy Coulden making
it far easier to understand.

Although the entire cast
was amazing, performances
by Nell Corrin, Jack Storey
and Tom McCarty stood out
particularly.

Costumes, made by
Amanda Wells and dyed by
Pam Coombes, were impres-
sive as were the set and
props. Although the play was
long, it didn’t seem it as it
was very entertaining and
I’m sure a few of the cast will
have something to do with
acting in the future.

A particularly funny
scene was when Sir Toby
Belch (played by Jack Sto-
rey), Sir Andrew Aguecheek
(Nick Hess), Olivia (Nell
Corrin) and Fabian (Henry
Batchelor) are having a duel
to the death. However, nei-
ther Olivia nor Sir Andrew
actually wants to fight, so it’s
hilarious when they start
their battle as no one wants
to draw their sword.

It was very comical
throughout and Pete Robins
did an amazing job produc-
ing and directing it.

Charlotte Westdijk

Gereza Votr)
jewe[fery
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iiZls The Derbyshire
Post

HE title pun is not as apt as it was in ‘The Bush Telegraph’,

but it does at least continue the tradition of a personal report
from the College principal and I hope you continue to find the
column of interest.

January at Linton Village College was a meeting of the past
and the future, as is quite appropriate for a new year. After 12
years as headteacher, Clive Bush moved on to take up a post in
a large school, William Howard in Cumbria, a new challenge
because the school has a sixth form and word on our own ‘Bush
Telegraph’ (emails to Elaine, our P A) suggest that he is enjoying
this new dimension very much.

I have now moved in to his office .... visitors will note that the
room has undergone a feminine facelift which is symbolic of the
change. More physical changes (great and small) in the College
environment will follow in the weeks and months to come.

The welcome that [ have received from staff and students has
been tremendous. Teenagers often get a very unfair press it
strikes me; the young people that I have met at the College are
warm, friendly and courteous. Even my gentle reminders about
the need to arrive punctually and to wear uniform in a tidy way
have been met politely by all.

In academic terms, the college is flourishing .... last summer
our GCSE results were the best ever by every measure you can
apply to them, placing the school a close second in the county of
the genuinely comprehensive state schools, but when I arrived in
school in January we also discovered that last year’s Key Stage
3 results also broke records. Overall the school achieved results
in english, maths and science which place it in the top 3% of
comprehensive schools nationally and, more remarkably, in the
top 1% for Science. You cannot better that. This is a really
heartening statistic in many respects.

Linton has a great science tradition with its relationship to the
development of the cathodeon crystals, but the image of scien-
tists has taken something of a bashing nationally. In a recent
survey conducted by the Science Learning Centre in London,
70% of the pupils surveyed viewed scientists as ‘really brainy
people’ but did not want to be one of them. This negative image
of scientists may be something that concerns The Royal Society,
but as far as Linton Village College is concerned, science is
thriving and the students are keen.

Discoveries about academic success have been part of the
pleasure of taking over as principal, but I have enjoyed other
discoveries too .... Roger Edwards who creatively tended the
college grounds for many years and his son Andrew, who has
taken over from him, took the time to provide me with a guided
tour of the college grounds. In doing so I discovered the delights
of the memorial garden and its Henry Morris monument, the old
bowling green, still flat but raised above the surrounding area,
and the Sam Alper ‘Caring’ sculpture that guards the entrance.

Iam becoming quite a fan of the 1930s Art Deco building and
would love to find the funds to restore it to its former glory,
especially now that, with a huge state-of-the-art building project
around the rest of the site, it will become a considerable school
feature and a terrific living history project.

Caroline Derbyshire

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
e

S/2408/05/F Dalehead Foods Ltd., Cambridge Road, Linton.
Extension for packaging and tray store.

S/2426/05/F M & M™ D Seacombe, 4 Martins Lane, Linton.
Extension.

S/0026/06/F M Hart, Land adjacent to 90 Chalklands, Linton.
2 Dwellings.

S/0082/06/F M A Tofts & M* S Mundy, 11 Rivey Close, Linton.
Extensions.
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The Wa,y We Were

Ey Garth Collard

How Linton grew too large for its cemetery

Linton Cemetry 1905

HE yearly average number

of burials in Linton was
around 26 and the churchyard
was rapidly filling at the end of
the 19" century. In 1896 a new
piece of land was acquired
from the Lord of the Manor
alongside the Camping Close,
but only the northern part was
sanctioned for burials. The
southern section was deemed

Photo from Edgar Morley
by the Home Office to be too
wet since water levels on the
river side were too high. The
parish council (PC) hastily
searched for a new burial
ground and almost purchased
five and a half acres of land in
Symonds Lane, close to the
then police station at present
day No 25. The County Coun-
cil refused this request in 1901

and the PC then purchased
three acres of land at the top of
Coles Lane in 1903. The land
was sold by the Lord of the
Manor for £200 and a further
£300 was spent on the layout,
fencing and drainage.

The new cemetery was
dedicated on 26™ January,
1905 by the Vicar, the R®
John Longe and the R¢
Williamson of the Congrega-
tional church. The Home Of-
fice had banned further buri-
als in the Horn Lane church-
yard in 1899. The first burial
took place 26" on April when
Robert Kettle of Osnaburgh
Villa was laid to rest. During
the ceremony one mourner
fell from a trap and broke his
leg.

The PC employed a care-
taker for 4/- per week (20p)
and the gravedigger was paid
3/- for a burial, and an extra
1/6d ifthe corpse was over six
feet six inches in height. A

glass covered notice board
was erected in 1905 but local
children constantly broke the
glass. In 1929 M" Diddell do-
nated a water supply. The
grass was kept short by rent-
ing out the grazing rights, but
this led to frequent complaints
about damage caused by live-
stock; in 1910 cattle damaged
the main gates, in 1932 pigs
ate the flowers and in 1938
cows destroyed the evergreen
trees.

With the huge growth in
Linton’s population, the cem-
etery was too small by the
1960s and an extension was
completed by 1968. It cost a
mere £1375.

The war memorial was
dedicated in March, 1921 but
the steps to the raised site were
only constructed in 1990. I'will
look at the memorial, the two
German war graves and the
other British war graves in my
next article.

LINTON COUNTRY DIARY by Darryl Nantais

A Robin redbreast in a cage [llustrated by Maureen Williams

OR a few brief hours our snow-sprinkled and delectable
village resembled a giant gateau dusted with icing sugar. In
the morning a couple of grey squirrels rummaged around in large
discarded tomato plant pots for several minutes. Finally, they
unearthed the seasonal gifts of walnuts I’d placed upon the
garden table the previous day. Whilst I wallowed in the joy of
observing their antics, one of the stars of December hopped,
dashing in his regalia along the garden fence to steal the show. In
fact steal they will, a juicy worm right from the jaws of the blind,
or at least a mole, yet their reputation remains
whiter than white! c

They are small, smart, chirpy and both the male
and female wear feathery red bibs. Shrouded in
miles of mystery and legend across the world.
Photographed, filmed and painted perhaps more
than any other bird, and aresident of Linton. They
are of course the Robins.

They have inspired writers for centuries, but
if you have ever wondered why they appear so
often upon Christmas cards you’d be forgiven
for thinking it’s because of their seasonal colour

el

contrast or photogenic qualities. Legend has it A

Erithacus Rubecula, commonly known as the robin, in-

jured itself whilst attempting to remove the thorns from the head
of Jesus at the crucifixion and thus spilled blood onto his breast.
Perhaps it is why William Blake wrote in his ‘Auguries of
Innocence’ “ A Robin Redbreast in a cage, puts all of heaven in
arage”. By the way, the poem begins “To see a world in a grain
of sand and a heaven in a wild flower”.

ol

Nautical stories abound when it comes to our dear little Rob’.
Sailors around the world have believed that killing a robin curses
the murderous hand which is then left shaking forever! Others
say cats will rarely chase or catch a robin knowing full well it is
the bird taking water to those in burning hell! The stories
attributed to the powers of this delightful friend of the gardener
seems inexhaustible. For instance, if you spot a robin then
quickly make a wish before the bird flies away, or take heed when
the robin flitters low down in the bush, signifying rain not far
away. Fine weather is apparently imminent when they sing from
the highest branch.

Gardeners will recognise the same robin returning year after

A discarded coffee pot, watering can or jacket sleeve in the
potting shed will donicely. I can evenrecall finding one
wedged against an old tractor’s radiator.
So despite its charming appearance and
impeccable record the jolly little redbreast
remains an enigma. Unremittingly territorial [
have observed their wars for but a metre of
wall. That wall however was only the battle-
ground, the real prize was for the whole garden.
Fighting to exhaustion and near death leaving the yellow bricks
splattered and stained in their blood. Aye! Perhaps not so kindly
nor benevolent as legend suggests, but then like creatures all over
the world, self sacrificing when it comes to the survival of their
own species. And why are they seen so often perched upon
headstones? Food for thought next time you see that little model
redbreasted darling sunk into the icing on the Christmas cake.

m year noting their ingenuity when it comes to building a nest.

PAINTING
IMPROVEMENTS DECORATING

(_ A&T Groundworks Ltd )

FRIENDLY SERVICE LARGE & MINI DIGGERS FOR HIRE
Call Ashley on 01799-520298 - Mobile 07803745637

4_ LINTON
— VILLAGE
o’ ‘ MOTORS

01223 830550

BOURNE BRIDGE ABINGTON CAMBRIDGE

(nr COMFORT CAFE)

Authorised MOT centre

Free MOT retest .

ALL MAKES serviced and repaired

Collection and Delivery Arranged

FREE use of courtesy car

Polite friendly staff

FREE Advice

Windscreens Fitted

A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE
CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT??

P 000000

Chitty e
Traditional Fish & Chips

Now in Linton every Thursday
We look forward to seeing you
out side of
Linton Junior School
Wheatsheaf Way S - §pm

Fresh fish daily Cod, Rock Eel, Skate, Haddock & Plaice

Scampi, Pukka Pies, Chicken & Burgers
BBQ Chicken, Mushroom, Steak & Mushy Peas,
Chicken Nuggets Kidney, Minced Beef Curry Sauce

LCS Linton Computer Services
Tel 01223 893006
Mobile 07947 660810
Email sales@lintoncs.co.uk

Your Computer Problems Are Our Business

*

Inkjet Cartridges Now In Stock!

PC Sales & Repairs
Home Calls, Collection & Delivery
PC Servicing

Upgrade Services

Office & Home Networking Epson

Data Recovery Canon

Virus Help Hewlett Packard
Lexmark

www.lintoncs.co.uk

Strce Tafl Cesfariy

rown ‘lnn

Fine Wines & Real Ales

A la Carte Conservatory Restaurant
Bar Meals Sunday Roast

En-suite Accommodation

Crrear food in a velaxed armosphere!

. Freehouse

Ta% mail.nat

o01223 Bgolgyg

THE LINTON NEW S
Next Publication Date 6" March 2006
DEADLINES for ADVERTS Monday 13" February
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ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR
Can be putin the
Linton News Box
in the Post Office
Editor: Wendy Foster
11 Emsons Close
Telephone or text
07821 610861
email: Ineditor@linton.info

Our waiting list for
placing adverts is
currently closed
Our advertising Manager
is Judith Rouse
Telephone or text
07749198977
email: adds@linton.info
For distribution queries
please contact:

Kate France 891602
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EVERYONE knows by now
that the District Council has
been ‘capped’ by Whitehall.
You may also have read in the
local press that it has said it

Parish Council Matters

TURN OFF?.... ORTAKE OVER?....

office costs as well. Already
one of the lowest staffed in the
country for its size, it is look-
ing to cutits staff by up to 20%.
The County Council is also

Coles Lane Car Park up for sale, due to capping

may have to sell its car park
(the one next to the Health
Centre car park) to the highest
bidder as well as turning off its
street lights unless the Parish

Council takes them
over(technically the District
Council’s lights are called
‘footway’ lights).

This does not mean all the
streetlights would go out. Most
lights in the village are pro-
vided by the County Council.
The Highway Authority is re-
quired to keep the larger roads
well lit by la.v;/, the Distr_ic_‘E

L X Ty

Street Lighting under threat!

Council’s lights are mostly
optional extras- lighting foot-
paths and cul-de-sacs for in-
stance, as well as filling in gaps
between some of the County
Council’s lights. About 60
street lights in the village are
affected by this decision.

In fairness the District
Council is looking to cut its

looking to cut services, by the
way - by mowing the grass
verges less frequently for in-
stance.

Why is this happening? Lo-
cal authority services and fi-
nance is a complicated sub-
ject- as the size of some of the
books in my office bookcase
bear witness- so this column
is just an outline sketch. We
think we pay a lot of council
tax, but just think about the
many services councils pro-
vide, of which education is
easily the most expensive.

Things have changed a lot
over the last 50 years. Most of
the income for district and
county councils used to come
from the rates. Now, your
council tax and other sources
of'local income only make up
about 20% of the District and
County Councils’ income.

Non-residential occupiers
still pay rates, of course, not
council tax- but although the
rates are still collected by the
District Council, since ...the
Council has had to pass every
penny of them straight on to
Whitehall. Whitehall then cal-
culates how much it thinks
each council needs and pays
out various grants to them.
These grants make up the
other 80% of council income.

This has the potential to
produce a very hard equation.
Suppose a council needs to
spend £125,000 on providing a

particular service. It ought to
get £100,000 (80%) from the
government, leaving it to find
£25,000 (20%) from its own
resources. But suppose the
government pays 10% less
than in all fairness it should-
i.e.only £90,000. That means
the council tax needs to go up
by 40% to make up the short-
fall and ensure there is
£125,000 in the pot.

Historically our County
and District Councils have
been low spending councils,
compared to most councils
in the area. So when, back in
the 1980’s, the government
grantbecame the main source
oflocal government finance,
Whitehall said, in effect,
“You don’t spend much
money now, so you won’t
need much grant from us in
the future.”

This may have been fair
over twenty years ago, but
the face of Cambridgeshire
has changed since then. No
longer a sleepy county, it has
seen massive change, a great
deal of development, and
costs have gone up. In many
ways, the County, especially
our part of it, is now more
like one of the expensive
Home Counties than Norfolk
or Suffolk. But if you work
out how much Cambridge-
shire now gets from White-
hall per resident compared
with Hertfordshire, or what
South Cambridgeshire Dis-
trict Council gets compared
with North Hertfordshire
District Council, the differ-
ence is striking.

Recently other factors
have been at work too, like
changes in the rules about
what happens to the money
raised from council house
sales. three quarters of itnow
all goes into a national pot,
some of which the Housing
Corporation then doles out
again, butinaway that works
to the disadvantage of our
area. And all the time White-
hall keeps giving local coun-
cils more jobs to do, but not
enough extra money to meet
the extra cost involved. The

crunch point for the District
Council came last year,
which is why the capping
happened.

Most of the money the main
councils spend goes on serv-
ices they have to provide by
law- like schools, or empty-
ing the wheelie bins- so by
law they can’t stop doing
them. Thatleaves the optional
services, like the District
Council’s car park orits street
lights. These are the ones they
can legally cut. These serv-
ices may be optional, but you
may think they include some
pretty vital ones. Without the
District Council’s funding,
for instance, our village mo-
bile warden scheme for the
elderly would probably not
exist.

That’s why the District
Councilis offering to transfer
the car park and responsibil-
ity for its street lights to the
Parish Council. By shedding
some of its optional services

Increasing workloads for local Parish Council Offices

itwill be able to cutits budget.
But if the Disctrict Council
can’t afford them, whi is the
Parish Council able to take
them on? Because unlike the
main councils, nearly all our
income is raised directly from
our residents- you and me-
and unlike the main councils,
parish councils are not sub-
ject to government capping.

But are apparent threats
to services actually bad
news? After all the things
the District Council wants
us to take on are services it
did not have to provide in

your local florist

Howors

SARAH CHAMBERLAIN

delivering worldwide

61a High Street, Linton
891740

>

@ -

Uni-sex Hairdressers
12 High Street Linton Cambridge
Telephone (DI1223) 892648
Sarah & Jo From local Ares would like eo welcome You

Mon Closed
Tues 9-6 Wed 10-7 Thurs 98-8 Fri 8.30-5
Saturday B-1

0O.A.F. Rates Tuesday & Thursday

ESTABLISHED 1970

INVESTORS PLANNING ASSOCIATES LIMITED ﬂ
ROGER HICKFORD il
Independent Investment & Mortgage Adviser
East Anglia Office Associate & Authorised Independent Financial Adviser:
Roger Hickford CertPFS.

1D Limberhurst Court, Haverhill Road, Horseheath, Cambridge. CB1 6RG
Tel: 01440 713533/713544 Fax: 01440 713544 Email: roger@ipa-cambridge.co.uk

Investments Business Insurance/Protection
Inheritance Tax Planning Commercial Loans/Mortgages
Mortgages Savings

Pensions Equity Release

All Aspects of Financial Services
Totally Independent — Experienced — Local
Call - with no obligation (01440) 713533/4

'EAGLE-LEGAL'

LEGAL CONSULTANCY
HELP & SUPPORT

Property Matters
Probate/Wills
Matrimonial Problems
Legal Assistance

Debt Collection
Contract Dispute
Low Fees
Sound Advice, Home Appointments
For free quotation, no obligation:
Tel: 01799 520613
Mobile: 07811 897752

Website: www.eagle-legal.co.uk

B ED &
B REAKFAST
SPRINGFIELDHOUSE

14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

Tel 01223 891383

the NAME
for property
in the AREA

IS:

Kevin|s (91197
_ estate agents

tel: 01799 51 3632

www.kevinhenry.co.uk

Kevin Henry in association with other independent

Estate Agents offers the BEST coverage in the AREA

the first place. One advan-
tage of transferring respon-
sibility to the village is that
it makes us face up to the
fact that these services cost
money. How much do we
really need them?

Are these extra lights vi-
tal to road and pedestrian
safety- or are we lighting up
our village too much like a
town? Is it worth spending a
lot of money maintaining a
car park when people could
park in the road, but at the
cost of causing traffic con-
gestion? Do we want to cut
the verges as often as we do
now? Do you want a really
smart village, or would you
be content with one that’s a
bit tatty round the edges, as
it used to be years ago?

As time goes by, it’s likely
the Districtand County Coun-
cils will try to transfer more
services to the parish council.
Should we take them on? Or
should we just let them wither

away? What do you think?
Whoever provides them, ulti-
mately, as national or local
tax payers, we all pay for
them.

Andrew Gore has been a
parish councillor since
1990. Part of his practice as
a barrister involves acting

PAULIN

CHILDCARE IN

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES
Ofsted registered
Monday — Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

Page 9
Parish Council Matters is
written, edited and
published by the Parish
Council with the support of
the Linton News Team.

Ever Thought
About Becoming
a Volunteer?

YOUR local ‘Patient and
Public Involvement in
Health Forum’ is looking for
new members in your area.
If you have some time on
your hands and are a user of
the NHS, which most of us
are, you are eligible. You
don’t need a background in
healthcare, merely an inter-
est in it.

The Forums are made up
of local people who are in-
terested and enthusiastic
about the health of their lo-
cal community making sure
that the local NHS is able to
effectively and efficiently
meet the health needs in the
area.

This is a government ini-
tiative which gives the Fo-
rum the right to examine
services provided by all
NHS providers and to make
suggestions for improve-
ments. They deal withawide
range of issues, yet many
people have never heard of
PPI Forums, whichis aterri-
ble shame.

If you would like further
information on PPI Forums
you can contact the Forum
Support Organisation of
0845 0093477.

Why not make that New
Year’s Resolution one that
helps the whole community?

This project is supported
by Cambridgeshire Acre.

for councils as well as for
people in dispute with them.
If you want more informa-
tion about the mechanics of
local government finance,
you can contact Andrew
Gore via the Parish Office.

C'"Andrew Gore

P T Carpentry &
Building Services
where quality is affordable

Loft conversions,
renovations, extensions,
kitchens, bathrooms,
and all aspects of carpentry

Paul Turner
23 Rivey Way, Linton

Tel 01223 892174
Mob 07939 568767
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Councilminutescounciliminutescounciiminutes

MINUTES of the meeting of
Linton Parish Council, held at
the Cathodeon Centre, on
Thursday 1** December 2005.

The minutes of the meeting
held on 17" November 2005
were approved and signed.

Matters arising from the
Minutes of 17" November not
already listed:

143 — Item 28 C'* Potter re-
ported that he had cleaned out
the drains on the Recreation
ground but had been unable to
ascertain as to where these
drains connected to Essex Gar-
dens. The Clerk has written to
M Knight explaining
the situation.

C' Potter reported
that M" Fairey had
agreed to the re-sitingof | -
the W I Bench.

143 — Item 29 C"
Rossiter reminded *= -
Councillors to return
their questionnaires to
the Clerk.

The minutes of the
Planning meeting held

on 17" November 2005
and Finance meeting on 3 No-

vember, were considered and
agreed.

Reports from Co-rdinators:
Open Spaces — C'" M Clay re-

ported that the red car parked
on the junction of Back Road
and Rivey Way had returned,
and the vehicle tax has now
expired. Clerk to inform the
authority.

Ringway have commenced
repairs to the pavements, kerbs
etc.

Recreation Ground - C'" P
Kenyonreported that M'Down,
tree surgeon, had made a site
visitand had recommended that
the pink chestnut near to
Stantons Lane bridge was un-
safe. This item to be passed to
Finance Committee for ap-

il

The bench at the top of Rlvey
Hill, donated by Linton WI

proval of works. It was agreed
to replace the concrete bin with
those similar to existing.
C'"Bald had previously dis-
tributed a progress report on

. 4 Rights of Way -

Stantons Lane bridge. She was
happy to report that the new
bridge should be in place by
Easter.

It was agreed that the drains
on the recreation ground, from
the container to the bridge were
silted up and needed jetting,
An estimate of £450 had been
received, this is to be investi-
gated further as this seemed
excessive for the 100 metre
approx length of the drain.
Cemetery — C'" M Gee to read
report on Parish Matters page
regarding the memorial and
respond accordingly.

The Clerk reported that
an old bike and other junk
had been hoisted up a tree
in the Cemetery.

C'" Cornell reported the
meeting of the cemetery
working party had been de-
layed until the new year.
Cl]rJ

Rossiter had previously cir-
culated a report.
Venture Playground — C
B Hammett had nothing to
report
Leadwell Meadow - C'" B D
Cox had nothing to report
Glebe Land - C'" J Rossiter in
her role as Wildlife Warden
would write to the Roadside

Management Team asking
them to review their cutting
regime. Please send any com-
ments for inclusion to the
Clerk.

Churchyard — C"" A Gore had
previously distributed a re-
port. C'™ Gore reported that
until the Safer Routes to
School plan is received from
the Infants School no work on
the paths and lighting could
be undertaken. Clerk to write
to John Hellingsworth, Tree
Officer, informing him of the
intention to cut down to
ground level the heavily pol-
larded limes.

C'" Gore reported that he
has been co-opted as the PCC
rep for the Churchyard work-
ing party.

All items from correspond-
ence sheet 11 (Nov) were
noted. Of particular interest:
Item 49 — e-mail from DC
JBatchelor. C™ Gee to investi-
gate.

Item 53 — C'* Rossiter has writ-
ten to SCDC regarding waste
of public money.

Parish Matters — In a report to
council, C'" Potter indicated he
would vacate the chair for this
item as he was involved, this

the chair for this item.

A lengthy discussion took
place regarding the merits of
continuing with the Parish
Matters page. All councillors
gave their opinion in turn.

C" Gore proposed a vote
of: Does the Parish Council
wish to investigate the pro-
duction of its’ own paper in-
dependently of the Linton
News?

The proposal carried is:

A working party was
formed consisting of C'"
Albrow, Bald, Cornell and
Hickford and any councillors

St Mary’s Churchyard
absent tonight will be invited
to join. They will consider
the various alternatives

January 2006

tus (QPS) remit and report
back.

It was agreed to accept Pro-
posal 1 until the recommen-
dations from the working
party are received.

Proposal 1:

‘This council agrees to
continue with Parish Matters
being their pages published
within The Linton News un-
der the understanding that it
will be within the LNT remit
of content for articles, and
that it furthers the Councils
plans of gaining Quality Par-
ish Council Status.’

Sale of public car park off
Coles Lane, Linton. Discussion
took place and it was agreed to
express an interest in principle
and to await an assessment
from the valuers.

Matters Arising (for infor-
mation only)

C" Cornell reported that
CCC had not objected to the S*
Edmundsbury District Local
Plan and she has sent an email
of complaint to the Director of
Sustainable Infrastructure.

C'" Bald advised that the
Primary Care Trusts meet on
2" December.

The meeting closed at21.50

was agreed and C'" Gore took

within the Quality Parish Sta-

Is your lamp under threat?

PARISH MATTERS this month carries articles on
South Cambs. District Councils forced cost cutting
exercise. One is the future of our carpark which will
be at a great cost from our budget but can be planned
over a number of years and will be a one off, the other
is the turning off of their street lamps some 84 in
Linton.

We were given a location for all 84 but as this
contained errors and ambiguities we have resorted to
apicture. If a lamp near you has a sign like the one to
the left, then its due to be turned OFF. SC stand for
South Cambs. CCC is for Cambridge County Council
lamps which will not be turned off.

Should they be turned off?

Do we turn them off or pay £33 per light plus £620
insurance cover for all 84 to keep them on.

Let us know please.

PART-TIME ASSISTANT
REQUIRED

Linton Parish Council requires a part-time assistant
for the council office for 10 hours per week, initially
for 6 months.

Computer literacy and office experience essential
For further information contact the Parish Clerk
On 01223 891001 or email lintonpc@btconnect.com

Facing the Future

THE Parish Council is facing a new situation that
I believe will present us with decisions that we
will have to make on your behalf. Three of these
decisions are before us at the moment, but more
will come our way as time goes on and they are all
to do with raising money to maintain services and
facilities. We take these services and facilities for
granted, but we must ask ourselves if we really
need them and if we don’t, are we prepared to pay
for them anyway?

Why will this happen? Because most of the money
needed by our local councils is allocated by central
government. The local council makes up the differ-
ence through the council tax. Ifthe local council think
they need more money they can put up council tax, but
if they put it up too much central government will cap
that increase. This means the local councils must cut
staff and services that they do not have to provide by
law. They will then ask us Parish Councils if we want
those services and if we want them we will have to pay
for them.

So we have three decisions; firstly, the County
Council has informed us that instead of paying to cut
the grass verges 5 times this year, they will only pay
for four. We must ask does this matter and will we
notice the difference? Certain areas may look a little
less neat at times.

Secondly, the District Council has decided to sell
the car park next to the Health Centre to raise money.
Should we buy it so that it belongs to the village?
Can we afford it? If we do buy it there will be costs
to maintain it in the future, if we don’t, what will
happen to it? Where will all the people who use it at

the moment park?

Thirdly, the District Council has informed us that it will be
turning off its street lights unless the Parish Council takes them over.
This does not mean all the street lights would go as many lights for
larger roads have to be provided by the County Council, but lights on
footpaths and cul-de-sacs and some between the County Council
lights would go. So the questions are whether we need all the lights
we have, do we want them all and if so, are we prepared to pay for
them?

Unfortunately we often do not have time to consult as fully as we
would like with parishioners, however you have elected us to make
decisions on your behalf and we will do so, but there will be more of
this type of decision to be made as time goes on. If you have views
on these or other issues in the village you should make them known
to us, and if you want to make a difference, stand for election to the
Parish Council. Simon Alper, Chairman of Finance

LINTON PARISH
COUNCIL
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton,
Cambridge, CB1 6JS. Tel: C. 891001
www.lintonpc.org.uk

Clerk to the Council - M™ Sue Parry

Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com
Office hours : Monday 9am—12noon, & 4-6pm,

Tuesday-Friday 9am— 12noon

Parish Council dates for Full Council meetings:
February 2" and 16™; March 2" and 16"

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre

T he Dog & Duck

16th Century Riverside Tnn

Telephone: 01223 891257
We651te www%oganafucﬁﬁnton co.uk

MORNING TEA & COFFEE SHOP
O}ﬂen CMond’ay to Saturcfay from 9.30am

(Please use patio gamﬁm entrance to Riverside Restaurant)

Your local CORGI Gas installer - 25 Years Experience

For all your domestic Plumbing, Heating and Gas
Appliance Installation and Maintenance Requirements

Large choice cf ccyj(ees & teas y(us biscuits, cakes, Mot_)i lgi 07973 262776

ot 6uttered’ croissants & toasted teacalées e-mail: info@gascare.gb.com

Aoty vt i ot il ||| SRS, website: wn gascaregb.co
T L

Gas dCare

Telephone: 01223 893686

Linton Complementary
Health Centre

2t Bartiow Aoad, Linton
= Acupuncture, Peier Whits; MSc, MBAGC
- Andrew Edgar MAc MBACC
= Homeopathy, Meena Sharma; LCHE
+  Massage; Peter White; MSc, Dip, Massage
» Osteopathy, Soraya Bish; BSc OST
« Shiatsu, cindy Faikner, BA MASS
Telephone: DB45 430 9120
Web Site: www lintonhealth.co.uk

Linton Community Sports Centre
The FITNESS Suite

Whatever your fitness need, come &
see our new range of fitness equipment, %
changing rooms & public-only entrance
Now open throughout the school day,
& open 52 weeks of the year!

BUSIMNESS

q)

Tel: 01223 890248 F

E-mail: lintoncommunitysportscentre @ hotmail.co.uk

A.J. COPELAND & CO.

Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

PARE

for Business and Individuals

For FREE initial consultation phone

01799 506602

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling
Door / Window Replacement
Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson

Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs,
15 years industry experience.
Very reasonable rates.

Fencing, Decking, Gardening
Painting, Decorating
Flat Pack Assembly

Steve Jackson
(Home) 01223 893114 / 893896

Quick & reliable service. (Mobile) 07963 854653




