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FREE from Jean Whitby, on 893645, sets of knitting needles, 
all sizes. (Please note corrected phone number).

New items on offer are two basic Workmate woodworking 
benches, a brand new (flat packed) computer work station 
600mm x 450mm with a top and lower retractable shelf, a 
mattress 1.9m long x 0.9m wide x 0.19 m thick (only used 
for a guest bed) and a computer desk/dressing table 97cm 
long x 48 cm wide x 66 cm high. 

Still available are the materials and printer cartridges for 
88XL for HP Office Jet Pro series and multipack for Epson 
TO487 Epson stylus photo printers, the new Tefal steam 
cuisine for healthy, nutritious food, 3 brand new matching 
rugs 115 cm x 70cm, terracotta/cream patterned, the child’s 
snooker table on a frame and 10 stacking metal chairs with 
black padded back & seats.

A comb binding machine raised £20 for St Mary’s Church 
and a Dyson cylinder cleaner made £20 for the Cats Protec-
tion League. 

To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit a char-
ity, please contact Kate France on 891602 or email kfrance@
profsoundconsult.com 

NB: The donor chooses the charity to receive the mon-
ey. 

Wandlebury peace shattered

THE Kings Head public house 
has been operating in the vil-
lage of Hadstock, Essex since 
the early 20th Century and is a 
much loved village asset, which 
has definitely stood the test of 
time. Until now that is, with its 
future looking uncertain.

The current owners of the 
village pub have placed the 
property (freehold) for sale on 
the open market and the people 
of Hadstock are concerned that 
a buyer will come along and 
convert the property to resi-
dential use and the pub being 
part of the village history will 
be lost.

Consequently, the village 
residents have got a group 
together, naming themselves 
as Friends of the Kings Head 
(Friends), with a view to pre-
serving the pub as a village 
asset. It is their intention to raise 

funds to purchase the pub with 
donations, investments, grants 
and a mortgage if necessary. 
The Friends are encouraged to 
know that many residents are 
willing to help by promising 
to pledge even the smallest 
sums. 

Having seen the success of 
another community owned pub, 
The Green Man at Toppesfield, 
it is the aim of the Friends to 
follow suit. 

With the help of the Plunkett 
Foundation, a Community 
Benefit Society called The Had-
stock Community Pub Limited 
has been formed and approved 
by the Financial Conduct 
Authority providing the op-
portunity to apply for grants 
and to purchase shares in the 
pub, (a minimum share of £50 
and a maximum of £20,000) 
thus saving the Kings Head 

and placing it in community 
ownership.

The Friends would like to 
say a huge thank you to those 
who have already promised to 
make a financial investment, as 
they would not be on this path 
without them. However, there 
is a long way to go in respect 
of raising funds to cover the 
purchase price plus the cost of 
essential repairs. 

If anyone is interested in 
making a donation or becom-
ing a shareholder, likewise 
if you have any questions or 
queries please contact Derek 
Bushell, Vice Chairman on 
07971 413355 or Stella Parker, 
Secretary on 07967 486236, 
who will be happy to help. Or 
visit the website 

www.kingsheadfriends.
co.uk

Karen Delamain

Save the Kings HeadA Memorial Tree 

A REPLACEMENT tree planting took 
place in Linton on 15th January in memory 

of my late grandfather, Sergeant Fred Charter. 
The event was held at The Rookery on the site 
of the former police houses Cambridge Rd. 
This has now been redeveloped with afford-
able housing and the tree planting formed part 
of the official opening.

In 1992, my late mother had gained per-
mission from Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
to plant a memorial tree on the large grass 
area in front of the Police houses. The tree 
was planted by the late Sir Arthur Marshall, 
a friend of my grandfather. The late Douglass 
Orr played his bagpipes and the late Sam Tay-
lor (junior), Bill Barnett (ex Linton Police), 
PC Bob Stead and other friends joined our 
family. I remember my mother stating that 
she wished to acknowledge that many other 
fine police officers had worked and lived on 
the site. The chairman of Hundred Houses 
Society conveyed this message once more 
as he spoke at their opening event before the 
planting of the replacement tree. 

My grandfather and his family moved from 
the old Police Houses and Magistrates’ Court 
in Symonds Lane to the new Police Houses 
and Police Station in 1957. He and his officers 
were responsible for Linton and the surround-
ing villages which were often patrolled by 
pedal cycle. However a police motorcycle 
became available for these duties and by the 
time he was at the new Police Houses my 
grandfather owned and used his own Morris 

Eight which made life much easier.
Hundred Houses Society had not only invited 

my mother’s sister and me to their opening event 
but had also arranged for Sir Michael Marshall 
(Sir Arthur’s son) to plant the replacement tree. 
Mike Petty who writes the ‘Memories’ column in 
the Cambridge News, spoke generally of police 
life in my grandfather’s days and gave a very ac-
curate précis of his life – in and out of the force. 
Other guests were invited and it was wonderful to 
see Chief Inspector John Sutherland from Cam-
bridgeshire Constabulary attending.

Mike Petty also devoted his main article in the 
Cambridge News (20th Jan) to my grandfather. If 

ONCE peaceful, Wandlebury 
Country Park now has a veri-
table storm hanging over it. 
Wandlebury is one of several 
sites owned by the charity Cam-
bridge Past Present and Future 
(CambridgePPF). 

Since before Christmas the 
Cambridge News has been 
reporting the controversial 
issues concerning the manage-
ment changes being made at 
Wandlebury. 

The following is my un-
derstanding gleaned mainly 
from reports in the Cambridge 
News.

On the one hand the manage-
ment of CambridgePPF under 
Chairman Robin Pellow and 
chief executive officer Caro-
line Gohler say they need to 
reorganise the staff and make 
changes to the management 
of the estate to improve facili-
ties for a projected increase in 
population in the vicinity as 
well as make the running of all 
the properties more responsive 
and cost effective. 

Staff changes include mak-
ing the three full time rangers 
redundant and replacing them 
with one full time and three part 
time rangers. 

CambridgePPF say this 
would allow more staff to 
be available at peak times 
to answer visitors’ questions 
and provide more educational 
support. 

Management would be un-
dertaken in the future by Philip 

Robsen as properties and green 
space management with exter-
nal contractors to look after 
maintenance of the estate.

The redundancy notices 
were handed out before Christ-
mas and two of the staff given 
notice  to leave the cottages they 
live in on the Estate. 

The management also plans 
to increase the car parking facil-
ities and have a cafeteria on the 
site. This all to increase footfall, 
increase revenue and be more 
cost effective. The charity has 
been making increasing losses 
in the past few years.

The management also say 
that English Heritage and 
Natural England have asked 
them to cut down the trees in 
the Wandlebury Ring, which is 
classed as a scheduled Ancient 
Monument, in order that the 
monument be preserved as the 
trees are damaging it. Other 
trees have already been felled.

On the other hand a group of 
conservationists calling them-
selves The Friends of Wandle-
bury (Friends) and including 
our own Julia Napier are con-
cerned for the wildlife and safe 
management of Wandlebury 
and the treatment of the long 
serving park rangers. 

They argue that the tree fell-
ing was unnecessary as the trees 
were healthy and moreover it 
was done in March, the nest-
ing season of the birds, which 
should not have happened; the 
trees around the Ring host bats 

which by law should not be 
disturbed and they worry that 
external contractors will not 
have the expertise and local 
knowledge of the long serving 
rangers. 

They think the treatment 
of the long term rangers was 
harsh, and they worry about the 
welfare of the stock of cattle on 
the estate. They claim that the 
management proposals were 
not discussed with members at 
the AGM in October.

The situation came to a head 
when the Friends held a meet-
ing in the Stapleford Pavilion 
on 26th January which was 
attended by over 200 people 
including 60 members of the 
charity. 

Speakers included Professor 
Emeritus Peter Grubb, a Uni-
versity of Cambridge ecologist,  
who espoused the virtues of 
the knowledge and experience 
the rangers at Wandlebury had, 
adding: “To see three faithful, 
highly competent employees 
being made redundant, without 
a better case being made pub-
licly, is an action unworthy of 
any charity.”

The Friends of Wandlebury 
are now co-ordinating a petition 
calling for an extraordinary 
general meeting of Cambridge 
PPF unless the rangers are 
reinstated.

It is reported that Ms Gohler 
has offered to call an additional 
meeting to discuss the issue.

Editor

anyone would like 
an electronic copy of 
this then please email 
me at pbcmorton@
gmail.com

I would like to 
thank Iceni Homes 
and Hundred Houses 
Society for agreeing 
to keep a memorial 
tree as a feature of the 
site, for incorporating 
its planting into their 
opening event and for 
organising it so well. 

Also, many thanks to Esther Cornell for alerting me 
back in 2008 that the site was being sold, allowing 
me to write to Cambridgeshire Constabulary who 
put me in contact with the new owners. Reflecting 
my mother’s wishes I hope that the tree can serve 
as a lasting memory for the village, not only of 
my grandfather but also of this former Police site 
as a whole.

 Phil Morton – Grandson

Planting 
a tree in 
1992

Planting a tree in 2015
Picture supplied by the 100 Houses Society

Sergeant Fred Charter
Picture supplied by Phil 

Picture sup-
plied by Phil 
Morton

THE  Cambridge and District branch of CAMRA 
(Campaign for Real Ale) inform us of a public 
consultation that South Cambridgeshire District 
Council (SCDC) is currently holding on the po-
tential use of Article 4 Directions to prevent pub 
losses either through change of use or through 
demolition. 
The conversion last year of the Pear Tree Hilder-
sham to an on-line furniture business without the 
need for planning permission highlighted the issue 
in South Cambridgeshire. 

CAMRA believes that no pub should be lost 
through change of use or through demolition 
without it first being subjected to the scrutiny of a 
planning system that allows the public to express 
their views. We have urged local authorities to use 

Article 4 Directions to bring this about. 
SCDC are consulting on doing just that. For 

more details please visit their webpage https://
www.scambs.gov.uk/content/consultation-
greater-protection-public-houses.

There will also be an article appearing in 
the next edition of our ALE magazine.

Although we have no reason to believe that 
any of the three Linton pubs are under any 
current threat we do believe that pub losses 
should be regulated by the planning system 
and would urge Linton Parish Council to make 
a submission to SCDC.

Alistair Cook, Pubs Officer,
Cambridge & District CAMRA., 
alistair.cook@cambridge-camra.org.uk

Can Article 4  help Kings Head too?

FOR one night only, Linton Vil-
lage Hall will be transformed. 

At 8pm on Saturday 21st 
March, The History Boys (15) 
will be shown at the village hall. 
Come and see this classic com-
edy drama of an unruly group 
of teenage boys at a northern 
grammar school who are in-
spired by eccentric teachers to 
fulfil their potential. 

The British film institute has 
given a grant to Saffron Screen 
to promote films in villages. 
Linton has been chosen as one 
of three villages to host one of 
its pop up screenings. Tickets 
are available from Linton Post 
Office, online at www.saf-
fronscreen.com  and Saffron 
Walden Tourist Information 
centre.

     For more info email me on  
SuedahTunsley@gmail.com

Suedah Tunsley

Linton Cinema Too good for jumble...
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Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

PH PLUMBING  LTD
ALL PLUMBING, HEATING & 

INSTALLATIONS UNDERTAKEN
Unvented Hot Water Systems

Paul Hulbert

07960 059 209
Office: 01223 956 262

Cambridge House, 
19 High Street

Linton, 
CB21 4HS

email: pkhulbert@hotmail.co.uk

Discreet Pest Prevention & Control

A J PEST CONTROL
FAST AND EFFECTIVE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC - AGRICULTURAL

 Wasps, Hornets &Flies   Bird Control
 Mice and Rats    Squirrels and Rabbits
 Fleas, Bed Bugs and Ants  Cockroaches

Based in Linton
Contact: 01223 914004 or 07855478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

National Pest Technicians Association

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-

work, renewal of pitched or 
flat roofs

New guttering, 
repairs/unblocking

Free estimates before any 
work commenced

25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

FAIRTRADE Fortnight is a national event held annually in the 
UK to increase awareness of fairtrade and encourage people to 
make shopping choices that benefit producers in some of the 
world’s poorest countries. 

You are probably familiar with the fairtrade symbol on prod-
ucts, but do you know that it represents a better deal for farmers 
in developing countries, ensuring a fair rate of pay, safer working 
conditions, opportunities for women and protection of the envi-
ronment. Through a fairtrade premium paid to producer groups, 
communities are able to invest in schools, medical facilities, roads 
and other improvements.

In and around Linton during Fairtrade Fortnight there will be 
many opportunities to find out more about how fairtrade works. 
Linton Library will have a display of books about fairtrade, and 
there will also be information to read while you wait for a haircut 
at Boyz2Men. Hildersham Village Hall will host a Fair Necessities 
teatime on Thursday 5th March which will include a screening of 
a short film about fairtrade; St Mary’s Church, Linton, will hold 
a fairtrade sale after the service on Sunday 8th March. Nick Mele 
at Linton Co-op can offer store tours for groups of children, to 
introduce them to fairtrade. If you are a teacher or run a group 
for kids, contact Nick on 891258 to find out more. 

Several local businesses feature fairtrade products. During 
the fortnight look out for special baked goods made with fair-
trade ingredients at Jigsaw Bakery and The Linton Kitchen, and 
please look for the fairtrade label when you shop at the Co-op 
or Sweet Talk News. You can buy fairly traded toys and games 
at Small Gifts. 

Celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight by learning more, sharing with 
others and choosing fairtrade products. Your purchases make a 
difference. 

For more information please contact me.
      Anna 892525    

anna_k_mcmahon@hotmail.co.uk

Fairtrade Fortnight in 
Linton:

23rd February - 8th March IN the true spirit of the new 
curriculum, at the Heights, 
we have been actively seeking 
opportunities for cultural and 
educational enrichment. In 
January this took the form of a 
highly memorable history day. 
Our sincerest gratitude goes to 
Gill and Matthew from History 
Needs You. 

Isobel from Class 7 writes: 
On Wednesday 28th January we 
had a visit from Gill and Mat-
thew from History Needs You 
who brought us back in time 
to see the Romans. First they 
showed us many methods of 
torture, including the sack of 
cockerels, snakes and dogs. 

After break we tried some 
Roman foods made with fish 
sauce, Greek yoghurt and garlic 
as well as looking at how people 
ate, how they sat and why. 

Next we looked at the crazy 
cures they had: if you’ve got 
worms, drink a mixture of wine 
and ground copper. 

To conclude the morning, we 
had half an hour of a question 
and answer session, all about 
the weapons and extra bits and 
bobs.

Aline from Class 1 writes: 
Gill and Matthew came to our 

school on Wednesday. The first 
thing we did was listen to an 
Anglo-Saxon story in Anglo-
Saxon, and then we listened to 
it in English. 

Next, we made some brooch-
es – mine didn’t go as well as 
I thought but it was great fun. 
Brooches come in gold and 
silver I think. 

Then we played a Viking 
game, you had to go and get the 
shiny cup. The way to do this is 
you say “forward – backward” 
to row across the hall. It was 
cool. 

Finally, we watched a clip 
from Horrible Histories that 
Matthew was in, it was gory as 
always and silly. Horrible His-
tories is the best show EVER. 
So that was our lovely after-
noon. See you next time.

Other curriculum enrich-
ment this term will include 
a trip to the National Space 
Centre in Leicester; a visit to 
the Anglo-Saxon village of 
West Stow; a rainforest music 
session entitled ‘Yanamamo’ 
and a French Year 5 and Year 
6 performance at school from 
Theatre sans Frontieres.

James Puxley
Headteacher

Linton Guides’ jumble sale
LINTON Guides’ Annual Bumper Jumble Sale will be at 2.00pm 
on Saturday 7th March in Linton Infant School hall.  We would 
much appreciate your support by donating all the items you 
are turning out - clothing, bric-a-brac, books, etc. on the Satur-
day morning. To arrange a collection please phone 891602 or 
892925.

Although Linton homes are bombarded with charity bags for 
unwanted items, some of these are for commercial ventures rather 
than charities and many bags are left uncollected.  The Guides 
are a registered charity which benefits almost 50 local girls.  We 
will definitely collect whatever and whenever we are asked.       

Kate France

LINTON Granta playgoup plans a busy half term. We will be 
reporting on our planning themes, events and any other news that 
happens at Linton Granta Playgroup.

Our theme this next half term is plants and flowers. We will be 
planting and watching grow our very own plants in our garden, 
having a florist and garden centre in our role play area as well 
as making gifts and cards to give to people who are special to 
us to celebrate Mother’s Day. We will of course be celebrating 
world book day on 5th March by asking several members of the 
community to come in to read stories. If you would like to come 
in to share a story with the children, please contact us on 07806 
744864.

We welcomed a visit from Linda Pearson last half term to 
speak to us about the work that the Haverhill Foodbank does in 
our community. The children were very interested to see what 
was in a precious food parcel. We collected donations of non-
perishable goods from our families at Linton Granta Playgroup 
to donate to the foodbank as we all wanted to help someone in 
need. The Haverhill food bank relies on donations and would 
appreciate any support you can offer. You can find out more at 
www.haverhill.foodbank.org.uk.

Karen Thompson Playgroup Leader
Janine Polley Deputy Leader

HAVE you tried ringing, handbells, melody chimes or belleplates? 
They all ring in much the same way and previous experience of 
playing a musical instrument or reading music is not needed. 

If you are interested in learning more please come to the Green 
Room in the Linton Free Church hall in Horn Lane from 10.30am 
to 12noon on Wednesday 11th and/or 25th March and try ringing 
belleplates. They are much lighter than handbells and easier to 
ring. All are welcome. Come and try ringing. 

It is hoped to form a group to meet on a regular basis with 
venue, time, day and frequency of meeting to be decided. If you 
are interested but unable to come please contact Peter Wheeler 
971 057 or email pswheeler33@gmail.com

Peter Wheeler

Group for ringing music

WELL February has been and gone. Where is the year go-
ing? The snow was a great treat for the children who enjoyed 
building snowmen in the playground. All of the children, staff 
and parents have enjoyed half term and we begin the run up 
to Easter. We have added Twitter to the ways we communicate 
with our parents and the Linton community as a whole. I hope 
that you will follow us and find out about the exciting things 
that are going on in our school and how you can support us. 
Find us at @InfantsatLinton. 

The Outside Environment continues to be the focus of the 
school and fundraising organised by the PTFA. You may have 
seen a new story telling area has been added to the playground 
which is only the start of some fantastic new additions for 
the children to enjoy, both as part of their learning time and 
playtime. We  have applied for planning permission for a 
multi-use games area and are currently waiting to hear  the 
outcome . If successful it will provide the school and the com-
munity groups who hire our facilities with an area to play ball 
games safely so the rest of the playground can still be used 
as well. Thank you to all of you who support our fundraising 
activities; it is very much appreciated by the staff, parents 
and children. 

Sarah Creagh has decided not to return to school at the 
end of her maternity leave. We thank Sarah for all of her hard 
work during her time with us and wish her all the best for 
the future. Mr Hinde has agreed to complete the academic 
year in Green Class and we will be recruiting for a replace-
ment to start  in September. We are currently collecting the 
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers so please collect them for 
us. These vouchers really do make a difference to the equip-
ment we are able to offer to the children.

Louise Clark, Headteacher

 Linton Infant School news

There was a big error in the 
February issue that may have 
affected people applying to join 
the Linton Players – the e-mail 
address went from one line 
to another and a hyphen was 
inserted as it went to the next 
line, which made the address 
incorrect. 
It should have been

lintonplayers@gmail.com
Tracey Zambrana 

891790/07508908735

Linton players
Pantomime time

THIS year’s Flower Festival will take place on  the  weekend of 
3rd to the 5th July, with a Children’s Story Books theme. 

Flower arrangers will be planning displays with their chosen 
books, and with such a wide scope, we can expect a wealth of 
colour and creativity. 

New flower arrangers are very welcome, and if you would like 
to do an arrangement in the church and would like more informa-
tion you can contact me on 891111 or nanette1@hotmail.co.uk, 
the Flower Festival Co-ordinator.

Further details will be given nearer the time but, in the mean-
time, please make a note in your diary now.

Nanette Blackmore

Children’s story books theme 
for flower festival



ROBERT Parker, the speaker at our February 
meeting, gave a fascinating account of his hobby 
of genealogy, and in particular his search for his 
long lost great-uncle, William, who left the UK for 

Australia in the 1920s after a row with his father, and was never 
seen again, and after WWII was never heard of again.

 Robert started by checking shipping lists in Liverpool. He 
knew William was married because his wife sent food parcels 
to his family during the war but they became embarrassed and 
asked her to stop. After that they lost touch with William. While 
in Australia on a round the world trip, Robert did further research 
and sent for William’s army records from WWII, which included 
a photograph, and traced and met his wife, in her 90s and living 
in a home. William had left her and their toddler son in 1945 and 
had no further contact. He also found that William had been a 
dairy farmer, so Robert contacted dairy organisations and the state 
museum and library for Western Australia. He did find somebody 
who remembered William as a dairy farmer. Robert managed to 
trace and meet William’s son, now living in the UK. The trail has 
now gone cold but Robert intends to persevere with his search.

During the talk, Robert involved members with a quiz on 
Australia.

The coming of the internet has opened up the world for family 
history research and Robert hoped members would be inspired 
to do their own searches.

Our next meeting is on 3rd March. The talk entitled From 
Costume Designer to Running an Accessories Business is by 
Amanda Sutherland.
   Sally Probets 891021

OUR THANKS

For entry in this list, ensure that your event is written into the 
diary in the Post Office, failure to do so could mean non-entry 
to the diary here. You may also send an email with your event 
details to diary@linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info. 
Call 971797 for an audio version of the Linton News

Details of items in bold type may be found in this edition.
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Post and email addresses and deadline for articles are on this page. 
All letters for publication must have a full name, address or phone 
number to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be edited. 
Opinions are not necessarily those of the Linton News.

Anonymous letters will NOT be published but names and 
addresses may be withheld if requested.
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 ITEMS FOR ADVERTISING MANAGER
Limited space on waiting list for Linton businesses

Changes to ads can be sent to: Judith Rouse 
email: adds@linton.info

THE LINTON NEwS Next Publication 6nd April 2015 
DEADLINES for ADVERTS Monday 18th March

NEwS ITEMS wednesday 16th March

For distribution queries contact: Kate France 891602

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR 

Can be put in the Linton News Box in the Post Office
Editor: Fran Armes email: lneditor@linton.info

Phone 891517

WEEKLY
Seedlings Alternate Mondays 1.15-2.45pm  CC
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays. VH
Chestnut baby/toddler group, 9.30-11.30am Mondays term time CC
Linton Granta football bingo, 7pm Mondays Pavilion
Linton theatre workshop, Mondays (call Joe 01440 703701) 
Play & Stay, Alternate Tuesdays, 9.30-11am CC
WEA, Tuesdays, 10am term-time VH
Linton Air Cadets Tue and Fri 7.30-9.30pm (07717801056) LVC
Scrabble club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays CP
Linton Granta playgrp, 9am-12noon Monday-Friday LVC
Linton Granta Toddler grp, 9.30-11.30 Tuesdays term time LVC
Linton Granta playgrp, 12.30-2.30pm Mon-Fri, NOT Tues LVC
Storytime, 2-2.30pm Tuesdays, term-time Library
Granta bridge club, 2pm Tuesdays VH
Table tennis club, 8pm Thursdays term time only URC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays (893509) CC
Granta duplicate bridge club, 2-4pm Tuesdays VH
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays CC
Tots in tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays term time only VH
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays VH
Jelly Beans playgroup, 9-11.30am Thursdays URC
Computer buddies, 2-4pm, Thursdays Library
Cricket club, 6-8pmThursdays RG, LVC
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays VH
Bumps to babies, 1.15-2.45pm Thursdays CC
Table tennis club, 8-10pm Thursdays term time only URC hall
Parents, carers and tots Mocha house, 9.15-10am Fridays CP
St Mary’s church choir, 7-8.30pm Fridays St Mary’s
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays   CC
For sports centre courses please call LVC sports centre on 890248
MARCH 2015
   1-8Fairtrade Fortnight, various places ring Anna 892525
   2 Camera club, 7.15pm CC
   3 WI, 7.30pm VH
   4 Linton Reading Group, 8pm VH(upstairs)
   5 World book day reading, Granta playgroup LVC
   5 Linton lunch club, 12 noon Red Lion
   7 Farmers’ Market, 9am LVC
   7  LVC table top sale. 9am LVC
   7 Linton Guides Jumble Sale.2pm LI
   7 Linton Jazz concert, 7.30pm LVC
   8 Lighthouse, 10.15-12noon URC
 10 VIP group, 2pm Chalklands
 10 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
 11 Community Navigator HC
 11 Belleplates ringing, 10.30am-12 noon URC
 12  ACE’s lunch and talk,12.30pm Sports Pavilion 
 14 Friends of St Mary’s talk, 3pm St Mary’s
 15 Walking group, 11am Church Lane
 15 Messy Church, 2.30pm St Mary’s Church
 16 Linton Children’s Book Festival planning, 8pm D&D
 17 Historical society, 7.30pm VH
 18 Cambridge hearing Help, 9.30-12 HC 
 19  Parish council meeting, 7.30pm CC
 21 Cinema, The History Boys 8pm VH
 25 Belleplates ringing, 10.30am-12 noon URC
 27 LMS Concert, 7.30pm LVC
APRIL 2015
   1 Linton Reading Group, 8pm VH(upstairs)
   2 Linton lunch club, 12 noon Red Lion
   4 Farmers’ Market, 9am LVC
   7 WI, 7.30pm VH
   8 Community Navigator HC
   All village groups are asked to enter date, time and venue 
of events in the village diary at the Post Office at the earliest 
opportunity to prevent clashing events or missed event.
  KEY: CC Cathodeon centre, CP church pavilion, D&D Dog 
and Duck, HC health centre, LH Linton Heights school, LIS 
Linton Infant school, LVC Linton village college, RG recre-
ation ground, URC United Reform church, VH village hall.
Library times: Mon closed; Tue 10am-5pm; Wed 4pm-7pm; 
Thurs 2pm-5pm; Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 10am-1pm. 
Linton refuse collection (black bin): 2nd and 16th March
Linton recycling blue bin 9th  and 23rd March
Linton green bin 9th  and 23rd March

For All Alterations to
LADIES’ or

GENTLEMEN’S
CLOTHING

Ring HEMLINE
      Tel: 01223 891034✁

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

Steve Webb
Painter

&

Decorator 
Over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

Montford Barn
Horseheath
Tel: 01223 893864
Mobile: 07772991373

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday

For all your 
travel needs

Tel: 
01223 892986

Mob: 
0771 2420675

LB.CABS
CAMBRIDGE

Family-centred care in Linton for 
aches and pains as a result of:
Pregnancy
Poor Sleep
Work Stress
Call 07870568548
www.abundanthealthcare.co.uk

Cambridgeshire Family 
Chiropractic Centre

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  
 01223 890060
   07765 594398

 
Local Ironing Service

Fast, friendly 
ironing service 
tailored to suit 

your needs.

Working overtime? Not enough 
hours in the day? Can’t face that 

stack of ironing?

Economical hourly rate.
Free collection/delivery available.

 Call Carolyn on 
 01223 891762
 07961 919374

carolynturner63@yahoo.co.uk

AT the February meeting, Steve Jones gave a fasci-
nating glimpse into the world of Japanese gardens. 
The Japanese have a very spiritual connection with 
nature and gardening is driven by religions such as 
Shinto and Buddhism. The temple gardens are well 

known for spring cherry blossom, autumnal maple and ginkgo 
leaves and features including pavilions, water and bridges. The 
gardens are kept immaculate using very intensive processes. 
The trees are pruned by people climbing tall precarious lad-
ders and hand clipping them into shapes such as cloud forma-
tions. Old trees are revered and damaged branches are often 
propped up to prevent a tree from falling down. The gardens 
are considered to be places of meditation and include gravel 
and stone Zen gardens to aid contemplation. Over 150 varieties 
of moss are used as ground cover. Apart from plants such as 
azaleas and the national flower, chrysanthemums, Japanese 
gardens do not contain a large amount of flowers. 

On Tuesday 10th March, in place of the scheduled talk by 
Aubrey Barker, Joanna Crosby will be giving a talk entitled 
From Eden to the Orchard – the amazing life of the apple tree. 
Joanna is one of the founders of the Trumpington Commu-
nity Project. She is now studying the history of apples and 
orchards and the importance of the apple in art and culture 
for her PhD. When she is not studying she works at Scotsdales 
Garden Centre, helping customers with their enquiries.

Photographers of Linton, please remember to start thinking 
about your entries to the village show. The classes to inspire 
you this year are Humour, Spring fever, Animal or Animals, 
and A Bridge. 

Helen Townsend, 893577, gcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk

Dear Editor
   Is anyone willing to mend/maintain bicycles locally please? I 
am quite willing to buy any parts (as instructed) but am unable 
to adjust brakes or repair punctures (I don’t have one just now). 
It would be good to know of someone who is willing to take on 
bike repairs as a sideline.  I’m sure I’m not the only person around 
who would appreciate a local service.
Kate France. 891602, Emson’s Close

Dear Editor
Could you please thank the very kind lady who found my purse 

and took it to the Health Centre. Unfortunately she didn’t leave 
her name so I can’t thank her personally.
Yours gratefully
Daphne Crawley, No contact details given
Dear Editor

I would like to thank everyone for their support, good wishes 
and gifts since I broke my arm, especially all my customers who 
are being so patient and understanding. Although still not com-
pletely healed, I remain optimistic that this will not take too much 
longer and I will be back in harness soon.  Be assured that I will 
let everyone know when I’m back and fighting fit.
Carolyn Turner, see my advert on page 3

Looking for William

Japanese gardens talk

WE are delighted that the Reverend Julian Thomson is returning 
to St Mary’s to take the 10am service on Easter Sunday. Julian is 
looking forward to seeing old friends and all will be welcome at 
that service, and at any of the other special services happening 
during Holy Week. Please see www.stmaryslinton.org/ for details 
of services on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
Easter Saturday and Easter Sunday.
  Molly Warrington Churchwarden 

LINTON Music Society welcomes back to Linton Village Col-
lege soprano Rachel Godsill, known to Linton residents as a 
singer and conductor of children’s choirs, and her accompanist 
Marie-Noelle Kendall. They will perform songs and music for 
solo piano from the French repertoire by Ravel and Fauré. Their 
programme will then go further afield to embrace exciting Span-
ish music by Granados and Rodrigo. Finally they return to the 
English composers Britten and Gurney by way of folksong and 
romance to conclude with Parry’s unforgettable Pink.

If you want to be transported away from the winter blues to 
exotic themes and warmer locations, come and hear them at 
7.30pm on Friday, 27th March at LVC.

Tickets are available on the door, in person or in advance by 
telephone from Sweet Talk News, 893480. Bookings can also be 
made online at www.saffrontickets.com

Linda Bird

Of distant lands and strange 
fancies

Bike repairer wanted in Linton

Past Rector to take Easter Service
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PJB 
Maintenance

No job too small
Ground work, Patios, 
Floor & Wall Tiling, 

Fencing, Roof repairs, 
Demolition

CPSC Licence
Free Estimates

Call Peter Belsom on
Mob: 07799 183308
 Tel: 01223 891273

           
           
           
           
   






          







   

J. L. WIGHT 
Guild of Master                                       
Sweeps.

Qualified advice /  
Problems solved. 

    Certificates issued. 

  www.camsweep.co.uk 

01954 253315 
26, Cow Lane, Rampton 

CHIMNEY
SWEEP

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866

Clive Westlake
Mobile: 
07900492127

Westlakes
Painting & decorating 
exterior and interior

ClearTax
&  A C C O U N T I N G  L T D

Quality, friendly accounting 
services and taxation advice.

Sole trader and small 
company specialist.

Free initial consultation

The Granary, 
Yews Farm Yard, Hadstock

t: 01223 894036 
e: janine@cleartax.co.uk

www.cleartax.co.uk

Linton Complementary
Health Centre

2b Bartlow Road, Linton

• Acupuncture, Peter White; MSc, MBAcC 
• Massage, Peter White; MSc, Dip. Massage
• Shiatsu, Cindy Faulkner; BA, MRSS
• Chiropody, Sharon Bennett; M.Inst.Ch.P
• Counselling, Debbie Soar; NNEB,Dip.Couns

Telephone: 01223 891145
Web Site: www.lintonhealth.co.uk

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

GCSE Maths and Science Tuition

Experienced tutor with thorough 
knowledge of the curriculum

CRB checked and based in Linton
Reasonable rates and free initial consultation

Phone Sally - 01223 893716
















































Tony Holmes
Grade 6 

Instructor
01223-893346

easy-drive-som.com

Tel: 01223 890349

Free pudding with meal on Tuesday, 
Fish and Chips Special on Wednesday 

Sunday Roast 
Book now for Mother’s Day

www.facebook.com/thedogandducklinton

CHECK out the latest addition to our shopping facilities in Linton 
as 16 year old Tommy Smith has opened a fresh fruit and vegetable 
stall in Back Road opposite the cemetery. The idea came from 
Tommy’s dad and he originally had the stall outside the family’s 
scrap yard in Balsham Road but two weeks before Christmas he 
moved to the front of his gran’s house in Back Road. 

There is a huge variety of produce from potatoes, cabbages 
and turnips to avocados, strawberries and blueberries. All the 
vegetables come from the fens and the fruit is bought each morn-
ing from Spitalfields. Tulips and daffodils are from Wisbech and 
Spalding.

The stall is mainly self service and an honesty box is provided.  
It is open seven days a week. Tommy will take special orders if 
required and delivery in the village is free.

He already has a steady customer base of regulars and is 
seeing new faces daily as word rapidly spreads of this amazing 
convenience stall.  

Sarah Hurcum

Fruit and veg available 
on Back Road

Tommy ready to serve you
Picture by Sarah Hurcum

FOR the past eight years Linton Health Centre has been a benefi-
ciary of the Bartlow Walk. Dr. Laurence Kemp has co-ordinated 
the health centre involvement and he tells us that: “the funds have 
enabled numerous projects and have, for example, allowed us to 
purchase a new operating table for our minor surgery clinics, to 
upgrade our examination couches, and equip our clinicians with 
new diagnostic equipment to assess patients with respiratory 
problems. This year we plan to purchase portable IT equipment 
to allow doctors to access and update a patient’s complete medi-
cal records during a home visit which is infinitely better than the 
present systems and permitting us to make comprehensive medi-
cal assessments in patients’ own homes. It should also produce 
a more prompt and responsive service.”
    He continued: “we are hugely grateful to the Bartlow Walk for 
continuing to support Linton Health Centre, and encourage all of 
our patients to come and join in if they can. The walk is always 
a fantastic day out, and will benefit your own health, as well as 
three important local causes.”  
   With a fresh new route this year, we invite senior citizens to join 
us to enjoy the mile long Nature Trail at a new, reduced sponsor-
ship fee of £5 for all adults and children alike. Please join us on 
Sunday 3rd May for a fun day out for all the family, including 
pets. There will be more entertainment than ever for the young 
and the young at heart.

Graham Howat, Walk Co-ordinator

JOSEPHINE (Jo) Groenhart and her husband  Ed, run the Cam-
bridgeshire Family Chiropractic Centre in Linton. 

Mother of two Jo has a mission to encourage healthy lifestyles 
in young children. Her children’s book Oscar Ocean and The 
Big Stretch focuses on tackling the rising epidemic of childhood 
obesity and associated ill health. 

The book is aimed at preschool children, to get them used to 
the importance of posture and stretching regularly as part of a 
healthy lifestyle.

 The book, which has just come out as a paperback version, is 
available from Create Space E Stores and Amazon.

Jo says: “The next book in the series, Oscar Ocean and the 
Big Feast, will focus on nutrition where we shall see Oscar and 
Sammy Seahorse explore the food we eat, and how eating the 
right foods can make for more fun and energy.”

“We all know the food we eat plays a big role in helping to 
prevent obesity and is an important part of a healthy lifestyle. 
However, it’s equally important to consider that the food choices 
our children make also has links to academic performance and 
even the risk of serious illness in adulthood.” 

The Oscar Ocean series will not stop there: follow the progress 
of the rest of Oscar’s journey at www.facebook.com/jo.groenhart 
or @JoGroenhart on Twitter.

Jo Groenhart

Healthy Lifestyle aims
of Children’s Book

Bartlow Walk - 3rd May

EDWARD Biggs was born on the 5th June 1882, the son of William 
and Martha. He became a regular in the Royal Garrison Artillery 
in 1902 and served for eight years before returning to the family 
home in Green Lane, Linton. As a member of the Army reserve, 
Edward was one of the first to be recalled at the outbreak of war. 
He joined the 2nd Battalion of the East Surrey Regiment. It is 
noted in De Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour that Edward was killed at 
Neuve Chapelle. However this is incorrect, Edward disembarked 
in France on the 6th March 1915 and just six days later was killed 
in action near Neuve Eglise on the French/Belgium border when 
his trench was heavily shelled and swept with machine gun fire. 

Edward is commemorated on the Menin Gate, Belgium. 
Esther Cornell esther@lintonatwar.org

We will remember them
Private Edward Biggs 12.3.15

ACEs started the year with another musical event - the  Mums 
Choir sang us through the seasons lifting our spirits for the coming 
year. The choir (aka the Ding Dong Belles) shows what a range 
of talent can be drawn together following casual meetings at the 
school gates. Mutual enthusiasm for music, fine voices and a 
good deal of imagination combined to produce a varied repertoire 
reflecting our year’s journey. A joyful start to 2015.

We have lost several members recently. Their absence was 
deeply felt and we offer our sympathies to their families. We 
would like more of the mature residents of Linton at our gather-
ings - a good way to meet new people, catch up on Linton events 
and stay at the heart of village life; come and join us. You’re as 
old as you care to admit to, as young as you care to be.

The next event will be lunch with pilot Mark Linney at 12.30pm 
on Thursday12th March at the Sports Pavilion. Mark will take us 
into the cabin to talk on  Demystifying the Airline Pilot. As Mark 
works for an interesting airline, we expect plenty of stories and 
insight into the real workings of the world of aviation. No (cabin) 
pressure there, then...

We hope to see you at ACE events - all older people are wel-
come. There is parking nearby at the village college with access 
via Stanton’s Lane. If you can’t make it under your own steam, 
we have a driver.

Enid Bald 

ACEs sing in the New Year

ENGRAVINGFine Design
trophies, awards, gifts etc

We can supply
metal sports

trophies.

fine.design@btinternet.com

 01223 893514

Maureen Williams 53 Chalklands, Linton

visitors by appointment

www.finedesignengraving.co.uk

A large range of
glassware

kept
in stock.

FROM the 9th February  I am moving on from being the PCSO 
for Linton, Balsham and surrounding villages. I have been on the 
beat in these areas for nearly seven years and I am now moving 
on to be South Cambridgeshire’s Business Watch Officer, a role 
still within Cambridgeshire Police. I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank everyone for their continued support and help 
over the past years. My replacement will be PCSO Chris Wiseman. 
Chris has been a PCSO for the same number of years as me. He 
will be coming from Sawston, so already has a good idea of the 
villages I cover and work I do.. Keep safe.

PCSO 7239 Leanne Fisher
Editors note:We shall miss Leanne and wish her well in her 

new role and we welcome Chris to Linton.

Saying goodbye to Leanne

PLODDING ALONG 
An update on police matters

The police are no longer doing planned surgeries in villages.
No more police surgeries

THE Air Training Corps (ATC) is one of the largest youth organisa-
tions in the UK. 2523 (Linton) Squadron currently has 33 cadets 
aged between 12-18; most from the local area. Activities include 
flying, adventure training, sport, parades, Duke of Edinburgh 
awards and first aid. Although the ATC promotes flying and the 
Royal Air Force (RAF), its impact is wider reaching developing 
confidence and leadership skills, encouraging a spirit of adventure, 
comradeship and good citizenship. See the diary for meetings.

The Civilian Committee, which meets monthly, oversees 
finances and assists the Commanding Officer in upholding the 
principles of the organisation. Members are not required to wear 
uniform or take part in parade nights. Fundraising, through grants 
and events, forms a major part of Linton’s Committee’s work. 
Although the RAF provides uniform, flying and training, we are 
a charity and most equipment and activities are financed by fund 
raising which helps to keep costs down whilst ensuring we are 
inclusive and assessable.

Linton’s Committee is made up of local people.You don’t need 
to have a military or aviation background, just an interest in help-
ing young people and the work of the ATC. As Linton Squadron 
expands we need more volunteers. If you think you can help, even 
for a short time, we would be pleased to hear from you.

OC Gavin Tennison 07717 801056
 oc.2523@aircadets.org.

ATC needs civilian help
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POT POURRI 120
Find the distance

CB21 4LG

3 Back Road

Springfield House 
B&B

14/16 Horn Lane, Linton
River views from bed-
rooms & guest lounge

Tel: 01223 891383
www.springfieldhouselinton.com

WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTING

Explore the magical world of water-
colour painting with an 

experienced artist, in the 
comfort of your own home.
For details, please contact: 

Susan Mackenzie (01223) 891521 or: 
sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

A CIRCLE of 7m radius has points A and B on the periphery 
which have lines drawn that meet at a point C inside the circle. 
The angle ACB is a right angle with AC = 6m and BC = 2m. 
What is the distance OC where O is the centre?

The answer may be left as a square term ie √nn.
Solution to 119- Find the function value

Answer is 2.4.6.88 = 384. 
The initial value for x is not required.

Urania

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
 * CRB Checked
 * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
 sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

WEST WRATTING
CAMBRIDGE, CB21 5LU

LONG & SHORT STAY
ACCOMMODATION

COTTAGE &  
CONVERTED BARN

HOLIDAYS, WEEKENDS
BED & BREAKFAST

T: 01223 290492
www.bakerycottage.co.uk

CAPRI BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated 

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
Vertical Blinds now available 

with wand operation. 
No Cords

Ideal for Child Safety
Tel: 01223 894020
www.capriblinds.co.uk

Made to Measure

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

 
Mobile:  0774 8627920

Monday Closed
Tuesday 9:00am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8:30pm
Thursday 9:00am - 6pm
Friday  9:00am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3pm

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl, Nicola and Helen welcome you to

Late evening ‘tiL 8:30pm

Wednesday 

Traditional Hot towel wet shave 
no need to book an appointment.

Special rates for senior citizens Tuesday - Friday only

   http://www.boyz2menbarbershop.co.uk/

THERE will be an Adult Support Drop-in Event from 10.30am 
to 1pm on 17th March at Sawston Free Church for adults living 
with a long-term illness or disability or age-related condition 
and their carers, and people providing unpaid care for an adult 
relative or friend. Art for Easter session given by Nancy Voak 
from the Carers Support Team. For further information tele-
phone 01480 377616 or Leigh Hornsby on 01480 373220

THERE will be a beginners basket making day for adults from 
10am to 4pm on 7th March and 2nd May given by the craft and 
education section at Wandlebury Country park.

Places are limited so book early to avoid disappointment. 
Bookings must be made and paid in full 48 hours prior to 
the event.

Please bring an old towel to wrap the willow in and a 
packed lunch. Tea and coffee will be available throughout the 
day. For more information ring 243830, or go to the website 
www.cambridgeppf.org

THIS month It’s Teatime is from 3.00 pm until 4.30 on March 
5th in Hildersham Village Hall. It is Fairtrade Fortnight so 
come and join us for a Fair Necessities Tea with home-made 
cakes baked with Fairtrade ingredients where appropriate 
and the Fairtrade Stall to tempt you with Divine chocolate – 
and more. There will be a short film illustrating the work of 
Fairtrade and the difference it is making to many farmers and 
traders in developing countries. Every pound we raise will be 
doubled by the government under its scheme Fair Necessi-
ties, especially designed to raise awareness and funds during 
Fairtrade fortnight. Hildersham and Linton businesses and 
organisations are working together to highlight the important 
work of the Fairtrade Foundation. 

In place of a Hildersham Lecture, Hildersham Church will 
host the U3A Organ Recital series  at 11am on March 18th with 
organist David Adams. Everyone is welcome whether or not 
you belong to U3A. Don’t miss this treat. 

Hildersham Village Hall Trust Quiz Night is at 7pm on 
Friday 20th March. The price of tickets is £8 to include a hot 
supper; bring your own drinks. For this event contact Jill, 
893596, or edheale@btinternet.com

For any other queries please contact me on 892848 or at 
catherinemyer43@btinternet.com

Cathy Myer

KAREN Brady BA, an enthusiastic art historian is giving an 
illustrated talk on The Easter Story Through Renaissance Art 
at 7.30pm on 25th March at St. Mary’s Church, Bartlow. For 
more details contact me on 890326.

Gilly Cunningham

THE children at Linton Granta Playgroup will be collecting 
pennies and small change from now until after Easter. They then 
plan to write out the name of their playgroup, at Linton Village 
College with all the coins collected. 

They would be very grateful of additional donations. If you are 
able to spare some change please visit Sweet Talk News and/or 
the Post Office, where you will find collection boxes. Or, if you 
know a child attending Linton Granta Playgroup you can always 
add to their collections. 

Linton Granta Playgroup is a registered charity, labelled 
outstanding by Ofsted. It is open five days a week, during term 
time, for children between 2-4 years of age.

For more information please contact:
info@lintongrantaplaygroup.org.uk, 7806744864
www.lintongrantaplaygroup.org.uk

Hildersham News

CAMBRIDGESHIRE Hearing Help, formerly known as 
CAMTAD, is a local charity which helps those living with 
hearing loss. They are holding an event from 10am to 12noon 
on Friday 20th March at Scotsdales Garden Centre in Great 
Shelford. They will be there to give you advice and demonstrate 
equipment whether or not you wear a hearing aid

Frances Dewhurst, Director,
Cambridgeshire Hearing Help 

francesd@cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk
www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.ukHave you spare pennies?

Wandlebury basket making event

Hearing equipment event to be 
held at  Scotsdales garden centre

Adult Support Drop in

Easter story in pictures

THE popular Linton Jazz band will be holding their annual 
concert at Linton Village College at 7.30pm on Saturday 7th 
March. The 25-piece big band with singers will be playing a 
repertoire of jazz standards and soul classics along with some 
of their own arrangements.

Linton Jazz was founded by singer and flautist Karen 
Sanderson in 1999. They play several gigs each year for 
charities and community events and the spring concert is the 
only time they raise funds for the band. The proceeds of this 
year’s concert will go towards new shirts for the band as their 
uniform has not been replaced for several years.

Tickets priced £10 adults, £5 concessions and children, are 
available in advance by calling 891708, or can be purchased 
on the door. There will be a cash bar on the night.

Tony Kelly 892553

Linton Jazz fund raiser
The Crown Inn, Linton 

presents
Book Now for Mother’s Day

 Monday fresh Fish, Chips, Peas for £5.95
Tuesday 8oz prime Steak & Chips for £7.95

Wednesday FREE dessert with any main course
Thursday Home-made Tapas 
Friday Gourmet Burger Bar 

Sunday Lunch traditional roast for £9.95
www.crownatlinton.co.uk

11, High Street, Linton, Cambs Tel 01223 891759

 
 LINTON COUNTRY MATTERS

Text by Fran Armes and illustrated by Maureen Williams 

The Oxlip or Primula elatior
WHEN I was a very young child I lived in Wickhambrook, Suf-
folk and remembered there being masses of cowslips and oxlips 
growing in a field and a wood nearby. So when I came to Linton 
50 years later I expected to see the same here. Sadly in the 
intervening years many of the wild flowers that were so 
abundant in the area then have been reduced almost to 
extinction and the oxlip is one of them. 

Quoting from a Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s document 
available on their website “A Suffolk oxlip wood in spring 
is a wonderful sight, with its graceful, nodding, creamy 
yellow flowers and its delicate apricot scent. It is not sur-
prising that in 2002 the oxlip was voted Suffolk’s County 
Flower in a poll run by wild plant conservation charity 
Plantlife. However, it wasn’t until 1842 that Henry Doubleday’s 
research identified the oxlip as a separate species. Until then, it 
was thought to be a cowslip/primrose hybrid.” 

It is difficult to identify true oxlips in the wild but The Wildlife 
Trust’s spring flower watch website helps by showing images of 
oxlips, cowslips, primroses and possible hybrids including the 
cross between primroses and oxlips called the false oxlip. To tell 
the differences you need to look at the leaf shape and also the 
shape and colour of the flower and the way the flower head is 
presented – oxlips have their flowers to one side of a long 
stem and the flower is large like that of a primrose.

Although common in Europe, in Great Britain oxlips 
are nationally scarce. They are only found  where the borders 
of Suffolk, Essex and Cambridgeshire meet. I do know that 
there are some in a garden in Helions Bumpstead. It is almost 
exclusively a plant of damp ancient woodlands on boulder clay. 
They have become scarce because of a loss of habitat. Many of 
its meadow sites were lost in the nineteenth century and many 
woods were grubbed up for agriculture after the second world 

war. In addition, many woods were turned over to conifers in 
the 1960s. A greater threat however now exists in the form of 

deer grazing. The explosion in the deer population has put 
the oxlip under great threat in the sites where it still exists. 
A d d to this the fact that the oxlip is slow to colonise and 

it is now classified as near threatened in the Red 
Data List for plants. 

The Suffolk Wildlife Trust is doing its best 
to encourage the oxlip. The ancient woodland 

practice of coppicing, often with the help of volun-
teers, opens up the woodland floor and encourages 
the conditions in which oxlip thrives. Two of the 

Trust’s ancient woodlands are a stronghold for the spe-
cies. The magnificent displays at Bull’s Wood, Cockfield, 
and at Bradfield Woods are at their best in April and 

May. If you want to do some practical habitat 
management to encourage this charming 
flower and others like it, visit their website 
at www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org to find out 
about volunteering opportunities.

 The Trust is holding a wild flower walk on 
17th April at Bradfield Woods which is about 

an hour’s drive from Linton. You can spend 
the day first learning about the parts of flowers 

and then exploring this ancient woodland with 
Stephen Massey, a wild flower enthusiast. You may 

be lucky enough to spot an oxlip at this time of year. For 
more information including costs contact the wildlife 

trust at the above website or ring 01473890089.  
The Uttlesford Wildlife Trust  (see www.uttlesford-wildlife.org.uk) 

recommend their walk 4 in Great Barfield Wood in April to see 
oxlips. This is only half an hour’s drive from Linton.
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The Way We Were
by Garth Collard

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
 (01223) 892889 
or 07973294946

No job too small...

MOBILE 
CHIROPRACTIC 

SERVICE
GCC-Registered Chiropractor

ALEXANDER M SMITH 
01223 967565

SOUTH CAMBS AREA 
(Based in Linton)

 Effective care in the comfort of your home

 - Low back pain & sciatica
 - Neck pain & headaches
 - Muscle spasm/tension
 - Shoulder & Knee pain
 - Postural problems
www.alexandersmithchiropractor.co.uk

The Derbyshire 
Post

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

Acupuncture and Massage in Linton
Some of the conditions acupuncture can help ...

• sports injury and tension
• back, knee, hip, shoulder and elbow pain, rheumatism
• fertility optimisation, IVF, pregnancy and menstrual
• headache and migraine, stress
• high blood pressure and circulation conditions
• anxiety and addictions

Peter White MBAcC, MSc, MBAcC.
Call: 01223 891145 for an appointment or free assessment
Email: enquiries@lintonhealth.co.uk TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

PLUMBLINE 
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER 
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE 
  
 
Call John on 
01223 893903 
Fully Qualified and Insured 

Including Property Maintenance 
Painting: Tiling: Plastering: Carpentry         

Friendly and Reliable Service No Job Too Small 

Supcik@talktalk.net 

IN 1930/31 Linton  Granta 
Football Club languished at 
the bottom of Division II of 
the Cambridge League. 

Their fortunes were trans-
formed in the 1930s by the 
arrival of four new players. 
Peter and Harold Taylor who 
had played for Cambridge 
University and played as at-
tacking half-backs. FC Lar-
combe who was a lethal centre 
forward and GW Balaam who 
organised the defence. 
   The team played on a field 
that was later built on and 
called Rivey Way and Rivey 
Close. In 1933 the parish 
council allowed the club to 
rent the cricket ground. As 
the team improved they drew 
over 500 spectators to watch 
their Thursday and Saturday 
games.

Linton entered the Cam-
bridge League cup, the Russell 
cup and the Creake cup. In 
1932 they met Abbey United 
in the semi-final of the Creake 
cup. Abbey, later renamed 
Cambridge United, were top 
of the first division and Linton 

When Linton Granta beat Cambridge United

were rank outsiders. The two 
teams were level at one goal 
each after 90 minutes. In extra 
time Granta scored twice and 
eventually won the match by 
three goals to two. They went 
on to win the trophy, which 
was displayed in the window of 
Holttum’s grocery shop.

Granta’s season ended with 
the team in second place in 
Division I of the league. 

Linton won the league in 
1933 with a record 23 points 
whereas Abbey United were 
five points behind in fourth 
place. Larcombe scored 64 
times and was the league’s 
top scorer.

Granta’s success continued 
through the 1930s and they 
held the league title in 1936 
and 1937. In addition they 
came top of the Haverhill & 

District league and won three 
cups, the Cambridge cup, the 
Russell cup and the Creake 
cup.

The club made very little 
money from this success be-
cause it proved impossible to 
charge spectators at home, 
due to the open nature of the 
recreation ground. The league 
insisted on charging specta-
tors so Linton were forced 
to play most of their matches 
away.

In October 1938 the club 
made headlines for the wrong 
reason. They were playing 
Haverhill when Harold Taylor 
was sent off for foul tackles 
and threatening the referee. 
Linton spectators then invaded 
the pitch and numerous fights 
broke out before the referee 
restored order. Linton went 
on to win the match 3-2 so 
the spectators went home in a 
better mood.

The club survived through 
generous donations from local 
businesses. The football suc-
cess attracted many visitors 
and boosted trade.

The winning team from the 1930’s
Picture from Garth’s collection

THE scaffolding is down, the east wall of 
the Parish Church is repaired and clean-
ing of the window there has revealed its 
glowing colours. That window has not 
always been there and, in fact, many 
changes have taken place in the church 
since Norman times.

Alan Clarkson, whose knowledge of  its 
history is second to none, will be giving a 
guided tour of the history of St Mary’s at 

Know your church

3pm on Saturday 14th March. The entrance fee of £4 includes tea 
afterwards in the pavilion. Proceeds go to the Friends of St Mary’s 
for maintenance of this mediaeval building. All are welcome. 

Further details from Margaret Cox 891231.

The Rood door

HOW many times have you tested your smoke alarm since the 
start of 2015? If the answer is zero, please go and do it now. We’re 
asking residents to test their smoke alarms every month. 
   Why not devise a fun game to get the children interested in 
helping test the alarms in the house. You might need a broom 
handle.

If you have an elderly or vulnerable relative, friend or neigh-
bour, pop by and make sure they have a working smoke alarm. 

If you think someone is vulnerable and could be at a higher 
risk if a fire broke out in their home, then please call us on 0800 
917 9994 and we can provide advice and support.

Log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk for the latest incidents, news 
and safety advice. Find us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.

 Leanne Ehren, 01480 444558
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service

CFRS says test your fire alarm

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

IT is now nearly two years since we received confirmation that 
Linton Village College had become the leader of a Teaching 
School. At the time, few people in the community understood 
what that would mean for us, so I used the analogy of a ‘Teaching 
hospital’ to explain its role.

In these two years things have developed very positively. Our 
teaching school has a name - CASSA -  this standing for Cam-
bridge and Suffolk Schools Alliance, with a purpose to improve 
teaching and learning in Cambridgeshire and Suffolk schools, a 
website (www.cassateaching.co.uk) and a series of partners and 
strategic partners, consisting of  22 primary schools, five second-
ary schools, a sixth form college and a special school.

We work very much as an alliance and we are involved in train-
ing new teachers, training existing teachers, supporting schools 
in their own improvement journeys, carrying out educational 
research and developing school leadership. LVC now buzzes with 
this kind of activity every day, as we run conferences, training 
activities and recruit the teaching mentors and coaches that the 
improvement system needs.

Schools in Suffolk, in particular, have come under attack 
from Ofsted over standards of education in recent months and 
Teaching Schools Alliances are a real solution to this problem. 
They are also good news for the students in our school because 
the work that CASSA does is unrelentingly focused on teaching 
and learning. We improve our own practice as we support and 
coach others.

Caroline Derbyshire Principal

S/2913/14/FL Mr & Mrs Dom Miller, 4 Millers Close. First 
floor extension. 
S/0146/15/FL Ms M Honeyman, 135 High Street. Single
storey rear extension.
S/0149/15/LB Ms M Honeyman, 135 High Street. Single storey 
rear extension. Internal and external alterations.
S/0173/15/FL The Co-operative Group, 106 High Street.
Replacement of mechanical plant on rear flat roof and colour 
variations to shop front.
S/0204/15.FL The Co-operative Group, 106 High Street.
Replacement of existing timber shop front with new aluminium 
shop front.
S/0259/15/FL Linton Church of England Infant School, Church 
Lane. Installation of multi-use games area, perimeter school rail-
ings/gate realignment and extended parking area.
S/0248/15/FL and S/0249/15/LB , CTIL and Vodafone Ltd,
Cambridge Water Tower, Rivey Hill, Replacement of 3 x Existing 
Antennas with 3 x New Antennas painted to match the brickwork 
of the tower and development works ancillary thereto

ON 27th January the South Cambridge District Council refused 
permission for Dez Investments Ltd for Erection of A1 retail 
units with access, car parking, servicing following the demolition 
of the existing building. At 20 Cambridge Road, Linton,  Ref. 
S/0948/14/FL G For the following reasons:- 

1. In the opinion of the Local Planning Authority, the proposed 
development would be detrimental to highway safety by virtue of 
the inadequate visibility splays being achieved from the proposed 
entrance to the site from Cambridge Road. The proposed exit to 
Joiner’s Road is considered to be inadequate for HCV’s because 
of the narrow nature of the highway. 

2. In the opinion of the Local Planning Authority, the proposed 
development would result in 548movements  in a day, a substantial 
increase on the existing use which generates 68 movements in a 
day. This intensification is considered to be detrimental to the safe 
use of Cambridge Road due to the volumes of traffic (including 
HCV’s) already regularly using this highway. 

Planning permission refused



DACRE LONG
Local Painter and 

Decorator
66 Chalklands, Linton

Professional work to highest 
standard for over 15 years 

Trade and 
Private Customers

Free quotes with written 
specification 

Phone 01223 893176
or 07837513837
Discounts for

Senior Citizens

Michael Beaumont 
Butchers Ltd.
Family Butchers

Est. 1965
Bookings now being 
taken for Easter

Quality meats from local 
farms including beef 

raised on our own farm
Award winning Pies 
Tel; 01223 894224

beaumontsbutchers.com
High Street, Linton

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Established 1991

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage LTD

MOT by appointment while you wait
Servicing, Collection & Delivery Service

Unit 3 & 4, Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambs
CB21 4XN

Tel : 01223 894140
Fax : 01223 890035
mhgarage@btconnect.com

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894225

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

Neil Claxton
Painting & Decorating

Interior/Exterior
Rooms Emulsioned 

from £120
FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 e-mail:
n.claxton925@btinternet.com

March 2015 Page 7
Parish Council Matters is 

written, edited and
published by the Parish 
Council with the support 

of the Linton News Team.

Parish Council Matters

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 Clerk to the council – Mrs Sue Parry

Interim Clerk to the council – Mrs Marilyn Strand
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk
Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday 9am – 12noon, closed on a Thursday. 
 Or by appointment

Dates for full council meetings:
19th March and 16th April 2015

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre 
commencing at 7.30pm

THE What’s On page is an im-
portant element of our website. 
Although it looks relatively 
sparse for the next few months, 
there is still a good selection 
of walks, talks, cultural events 
and conservation exercises that 
may be of interest.

Some excellent educational 
attractions remain open through 
the winter. The following will 
offer a warm welcome: 
- Saffron Walden Museum 
(Tuesday to Sunday) 
- Imperial War Museum at 
Duxford (every day) 

- Great Dunmow Maltings and 
Museum (weekends)  
- Linton Zoo (weekends). 

Further information about 
opening times, etc can be 
found by using the links to their 
websites that appear on our 
Attractions pages. Other local 
visitor attractions close for the 
winter, so What’s On shows 
when these are due to come out 
of hibernation.

We hope that anyone who 
may be tempted by one of these 
specific places or events will 
consider making a full day of 

their visit - perhaps printing our 
introduction to the parish and 
seeking to track down some 
more of its heritage. Of course, 
our lovely countryside, villages 
and market towns are free to 
explore at any time, especially 
with the help of our parish 
introductions or one of our 
downloadable walk routes.

75% of our parish introduc-
tions are now complete and 
we aim to finish the rest by 
the spring. Every parish has a 
story to tell and they are quite 
varied. One introduction that 

we have recently updated and 
added to the website is for 
Helions Bumpstead in the far 
north-west of the Hundred 
Parishes. Their story includes 
a brief summary of their role 
in the agricultural strike which 
engulfed part of Essex, Suffolk 
and Cambridgeshire in 1914. 
Do please take a look – go to 
www.hundredparishes.org.uk 
select Parishes from the menu 
and then click either on a map 
or the list of parishes.

Ken McDonald
Secretary

IN late autumn last year, the parish council agreed to employ 
Local Handyman Services (a Linton based service) in order to 
try to complete the many small jobs around the village which are 
brought to its attention. Parish councils are bound to the rule which 
requires them to obtain three quotations for each project they wish 
to facilitate, regardless of the size of the job. Whilst this ensures 
that the best value for money is achieved on larger projects, it 
can also mean that even the smallest jobs require what can be a 
fairly lengthy process in order to progress them to completion. 
Employing a local ‘handyman’ as a preferred contractor cuts 
through some of this process and means that smaller jobs can be 
referred directly to him for speedy completion, on agreement by 
the parish council (PC).

So, you may ask, what has the PC been up to since employing 
its handyman? As you walk around the village, you may have 
noticed some of the small but important work that has taken place. 
For example, you may have taken your children or grandchildren 
to feed the ducks at Horn Lane and noticed that the brambles to 
the right hand side of the bridge have been cleared, giving more 
room to get close to the water.

Maybe you have driven out of the car park on Coles Lane and 
noticed that the shrubbery and trees on your left have been cut back 
to make it easier to see coming out of the junction? Other jobs 
completed include clearing a large area of overgrown brambles 
at the back of the cemetery and dealing with a fallen tree within 
just a few days of it coming down.

Future jobs include more work at the cemetery as plans for this 
area take shape on a larger scale, the reinstating of a commemo-

rative plaque at Paynes Meadow, the installation of protective 
bollards on the Market Square (to protect property rather than 
access!) and several tree works involving over-hanging branches 
and other hazards.

What has your parish council been up to?

As you can see, the PC has certainly been busy maintaining 
and seeking to improve the village for all its residents in both 
small and large ways. As well as this, the PC has long-term 
projects it is working on such as the possible acquisition of 
land for allotments and the Neighbourhood Plan, and has more 
recently decided to upgrade its website in order to provide clear 
and concise information as well as easier interaction between 
residents and the PC.

An article such as this may well end with the words ‘watch 
this space’ as an encouragement to keep a lookout for the ‘goings-
on’ of the PC going forward. However, perhaps I could end it 
with more of a challenge? The PC currently has a vacancy for a 
councillor and we would love to hear from you if you would like 
to join us. For further information on how to become a parish 
councillor, please contact the interim clerk in the first instance. 
We look forward to welcoming you to the team!

Marilyn Strand
 Interim clerk

 Or perhaps you have had cause to use the bench on the corner 
of Back Road and Balsham Road, or the one situated close to the 
bus stop at Parsonage Way, and noticed that there is no longer 
a soggy, muddy mess beneath your feet as slabs have been laid 
to avoid this.

Pictures by
Marilyn Strand

In addition to all 
of the above, the par-
ish council has been 
busy planting trees 
as part of its ongo-
ing environmental 
work within the vil-
lage (trees supplied 
and planted by PT 
Pinner & Sons of 
Eltisley, St Neots), 
and work to allevi-
ate flooding on the 
recreation ground 
will begin as soon as 
the weather is drier. 
Work will also begin 
at Leadwell Mead-
ows later in the year 
to restore it as an 
effective flood plain, 
further alleviating 
problems in the vil-
lage during extreme 
wet weather.

Chairman of the parish council, 
Enid Bald, helping to plant trees 

at Paynes Meadow

Scenes from 
around 

the village 
showing 
some of 

the work 
carried 

out by the 
parish 
council



A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

website: www.ajcopelandca.co.uk

Email: ajcopeland@compuserve.com
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 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes
ABBREVIATED minutes of the Linton parish council (LPC/
PC) meeting held at the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 15th 
January 2015.

Present: Enid Bald (EB) (chairman); Paul Poulter (PP) (vice-
chairman); Simon Hill (SH); Brian Manley (BM); Graham Potter 
(GP); Jan Bumstead (JB); David Lissemore (DL); Nicola Miller 
(NM); Brian Cox (Dr) (BC); David Champion (DC); Merrie 
Mannassi (MM); Beatrice Ward (Dr) (BW); Jacque Wilson (JW); 
Alison Walker (AW) and Marilyn Strand (clerk). District Cllr 
Henry Batchelor, county and district Cllr Roger Hickford, Kate 
France (press) and Lucy Frazer were also in attendance.

Councillor vacancy: There is still a vacancy for a councillor 
to be co-opted onto the PC.

Chairman’s comment: The opening ceremony of the Hundred 
Houses development on the old police houses site (for clarification 
this is now known as The Rookery) had been held this morning. 
There had been an opportunity to look around some of the houses 
which are of a pleasant design. The developers of this site had 
consulted early with the PC about the design of the site and this 
had been of great benefit to both themselves and the village. 
Applications for these affordable dwellings will be considered 
primarily for those people living in Linton, or with connections to 
the village. Two local policemen (Bill Barnett and Andy Denzey) 
had also attended the opening.

LPC’s planning committee meeting held on 12th January 
had been well attended by the public and the chairman thanked 
everyone for coming and for their input into the 20 Cambridge 
Road planning application amendment.   

The chairman stated that incidents of a criminal nature should 
be reported to the police via their 101 number or, if an emergency, 
on 999. Incidents should not be reported solely to the parish 
council’s clerk.

Public participation: Lucy Frazer, the prospective parliamen-
tary candidate to represent the Conservative Party at the general 
election in May, introduced herself to the PC. Ms Frazer said that 
she had attended many PC meetings in the constituency and had 
also spent time getting to know the area and its diverse industry.  
Ms Frazer also said that her goal would be to listen to villagers 
and to liaise with South Cambridgeshire district council (SCDC) 
and Cambridgeshire county council (CCC) to help solve the is-
sues which concern residents the most, such as speeding and the 
provision of broadband. EB thanked Ms Frazer for coming to the 
meeting and for the contribution she made to the evening.

Reports from district councillors: Cllr Batchelor had sent a 
report which was circulated before the meeting and highlighted 
the City Deal Assembly which had met on Monday. In particular, 
Cllr Batchelor stated that the Assembly had moved almost all 
proposed projects from the reserve list to the main list and this 
included improvements to the A1307.

JB enquired as to the legality of the new fruit and vegetable 
stall which has appeared on Back Road as she is concerned that 
it could cause road safety issues if people stop and park in order 
to make purchases at the stall. Cllr Batchelor confirmed that the 
stall is on private property and therefore does not need a licence 
from SCDC to operate.

Report from county councillor: Cllr Hickford had sent a 
report which was circulated before the meeting and highlighted 
the City Deal for Greater Cambridge. Cllr Hickford confirmed  
that one scheme name had changed to ‘A1307 corridor to include 
bus priority and Park-and-Ride’ meaning that officers would now 
be tasked to look at the whole corridor from the Suffolk border 
to Fourwentways, Addenbrooke’s and on into the City.

Cllr Hickford added that there is to be a review of bin collec-
tions across the county.

Consideration and agreement of the SCDC precept 2015/16: 
GP gave the PC an explanation of the proposed precept figures 
which had been considered by the finance committee at its meet-
ing held on 18th December 2014. GP proposed that the precept for 
2015/16 be set at the agreed sum of £159,200 and the proposal 
was seconded by BC. Councillors voted all in favour and the 
proposal was carried.

Street lighting: Further information had been received from 
Balfour Beatty which appeared to conflict with information 
previously received regarding costs and styling of the proposed 
heritage lighting. This meant that the PC’s decision made on 18th 
December to pay for up to 18 heritage lights for the High Street 
had to be reconsidered. Following a lengthy discussion the PC 
agreed that it was unable to make a decision until this information 
had been clarified further. The clerk therefore advised that the 
decision be deferred whilst all information regarding the lighting 
was examined. (A working group will carry this out and bring a 
report back to the PC.) An extraordinary meeting of the council 
will be convened so that a final decision can be made in time to 
inform Balfour Beatty. This was proposed by EB and seconded 
by PP. Councillors voted 11 in favour with two against and one 
abstention and the proposal was carried.

Market Square: BW had sent a report which had been circu-
lated before the meeting. BW proposed that eight posts be pur-
chased and installed on the Market Square to protect the property 
known as the Old Reading Rooms, at a total cost for purchase of 
no more than £500, and that the posts should be installed by LPC’s 
handyman. This was seconded by NM. Councillors voted 12 in 
favour with two abstentions and the proposal was carried. 

Swan Bridge - community chest application: It had been 
previously agreed to apply for a Community Chest grant for hard 
landscaping improvements to be carried out around the village 
sign area. However, BC stated that a public consultation on the 
proposed design of the area had not yet taken place. Therefore, 
BC proposed that any grant monies received to carry out the 
current proposed design be returned to SCDC if the proposed 
design was not favoured by the public. This was seconded by 
BW and all agreed.

Trees: BW had sent a report which had been circulated before 
the meeting and this was noted. It was proposed by BC to accept 
a quotation from PT Pinner for the purchase of trees, to include 
a Black Mulberry, at a cost of approximately £865 and this was 
seconded by BW. Councillors voted 13 in favour with one absten-
tion and the proposal was carried.

Review of meeting frequency six-month trial: It was gen-
erally agreed that holding one full council meeting per month, 
instead of two, had worked well over the six-month trial period. 
NM proposed that LPC would continue to hold once-monthly 
meetings for the foreseeable future and this was seconded by 
BM. Councillors voted 13 in favour with one abstention and the 
proposal was carried.

Grounds Maintenance contract: DL had sent a report which 
had been circulated before the meeting and this was noted and 
accepted.

Update on the Neighbourhood Plan: PP stated that the 
first phase of the public consultation for the NP is due to close 
the following day and that it had generated a generally positive 
response. Returned consultation papers should be evaluated 
before the next meeting. EB thanked PP for his continuing work 
on this project.

Correspondence received for consideration: Mr V Harris 
request to hold a funfair on the recreation ground between 14th 
and 17th May 2015. BC proposed that permission be granted to 
hold the funfair on the dates requested and this was seconded by 
BW. Councillors voted 13 in favour with one abstention and the 
proposal was carried.

ATC 2523 (Linton) Squadron invitation to the Presentation of 
Awards evening at Linton village college on Friday 30th January 
2015. The invitation is for all parish councillors and it was not 
decided at this meeting who would attend.

A resident regarding accident on pavement outside Sweet Talk 
News. This was noted. The clerk had taken advice from LPC’s 
insurers, Zurich, who confirmed that LPC is not responsible for the 
maintenance of the pavement, nor had it become responsible for 
the pavement simply by offering to repair it as a goodwill gesture. 
Zurich also advised that the repair be put on hold at present.

Ms S Phillips with views on recreation ground in response to 
BM’s Parish Council Matters (PCM) Linton News article. BM is 

following up on the matters raised by Ms Phillips, particularly the 
Speed Watch programme. Two volunteers have come forward for 
this and BM is liaising with the PCSO to get it up and running.

Ms A Bonner with various views and ideas in response to BM’s 
PCM article. It was agreed that planned flood works would help 
with the situation with slippery paths and muddy areas during 
wet weather. The suggestion of a table tennis table being installed 
on the recreation ground is a good idea and will be looked into 
further.

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of local Coun-
cils (CAPALC) regarding nominations for Buckingham Palace 
Garden Party on 12th May 2015. BC proposed that the PC nominate 
Mr John Linsdell to attend this event in recognition of his service 
to the village, and this was seconded by PP. All agreed.

ABBREVIATED minutes of the extraordinary Linton parish 
council (LPC/PC) meeting held at the village hall meeting room 
on Tuesday 27th January 2015.

Present: Enid Bald (EB) (chairman); Simon Hill (SH); Brian 
Manley (BM); Graham Potter (GP); Jan Bumstead (JB); David 
Lissemore (DL); Nicola Miller (NM); David Champion (DC); 
Jacque Wilson (JW); Alison Walker (AW) and Marilyn Strand 
(clerk). Kate France (press) and Keeley Russell (Balfour Beatty) 
were also in attendance.

Cllr Bald had not arrived by the time the meeting was due to 
start and it was therefore agreed that Cllr Potter would chair the 
meeting.

Apologies for absence: Cllrs Brian Cox (Dr), Merrie Man-
nassi, district Cllr Henry Batchelor and district & county Cllr 
Roger Hickford.

Street lighting (Keeley Russell of Balfour Beatty addressed 
the PC). (EB joined the meeting at the beginning of this item and 
SH joined the meeting during this item.)

Keeley Russell presented the PC with the following four op-
tions regarding heritage lighting on the High Street:
Option 1: To install 17 5m Windsor columns and lanterns at a 
cost of approximately £36,000+VAT plus commuted sums and 
energy costs. The cost for 22 columns on the High Street would 
be approximately £47,000+VAT. As 5m columns would not 
meet lighting levels needed by Cambridgeshire county council 
(CCC) as part of its private finance initiative (PFI) contract, the 
PC would have to own the columns and pay energy and mainte-
nance costs going forward. CCC would de-accrue the columns 
from its stock.
Option 2: To install a mixture of 5m and 6m Windsor columns 
and lanterns to achieve the satisfactory lighting levels required. 
The cost of this for 17 columns would be £36,000+VAT or 
£47,000+VAT for 22 columns, plus commuted sums and energy 
costs of approximately £100 per column per year.
Option 3: To paint the newly installed standard columns black 
and install black standard lanterns. This would cost approxi-
mately £550 per column. In total this would cost approximately 
£9,350+VAT for 17 columns or £12,100+VAT for 22 columns. 
CCC would be responsible for the maintenance of the columns, 
including re-painting as necessary.
Option 4: To keep the standard steel and white columns and 
lanterns which have been installed. This would be at no cost to 
the PC.

EB asked if it would be better if new factory-painted columns 
were installed (in black) rather than painting those already in situ 
and Ms Russell agreed to look into this. Ms Russell stated that 
this option may be more expensive and will let the clerk have the 
costs of this later in the week.

A final decision was deferred to the next PC meeting due to be 
held on 12th February whilst these costs are awaited.

LPC agreed that CCC had not consulted sufficiently with par-
ishes or conservation officers and this had caused much concern 
that an opportunity to improve the village, particularly the conser-
vation area, might be missed due to this lack of consultation.

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents re-
ferred to above can be inspected at the parish council office.


