
Established 1987

January
2006

Publication Date
Monday 2nd January

Over 2,350 copies
distributed free

in Linton,
Hildersham,
Hadstock &

Bartlow

Vol. 19 No 10

www.linton.info. e-mail lneditor@linton.info

E & E PLUMRIDGE
Design & Print
41 High Street

Linton
01223 891407

Printed by E & E Plumridge Ltd.

LINTON DIARY
To guarantee entry into this diary please ensure that your

event is written into the diary in the Post Office.
Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.

You may also send an email with your event details to
diary@linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info

Refuse collection: 3rd, 9th,  23rd
Recycling collection: 3rd (box only), 16th, 30th

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-
5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thursday Closed; Friday
10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon.

The Linton News can also be read online at www.linton.info
Extra copies may be obtained from BP garage on the by-pass.

THE baby girl had been
found on a rubbish

dump in Romania. She was
six months old and rats
had gnawed her ears and
fingers. She was dehy-
drated and near death.

But thanks to an Anglican-
based charity, she was taken to
a hospice where she revived
and grew into a lovely little
girl, experiencing love and
comfort for the first time in her
brief life before dying of AIDS
five years later.

The charity, Children In
Distress (CID), was started in
the early 1990s by Essex vicar,
John Walmesley. He had been
to Romania after the overthrow
of dictator Nicolae Ceau-
sescu’s brutal regime in 1989,
and was shocked into action by
the plight of thousands of ema-
ciated babies and children
abandoned in state nurseries.
Many had been infected with
HIV from contaminated nee-
dles and blood.

Mr Walmesley, a tireless
worker and inspired fund-
raiser, built St Lawrence’s, a
100-bed hospice  for orphans
dying of AIDS in Cernovoda, a
poor town in south-east Roma-
nia, and staffed it with volun-
teers from Britain. He was de-
termined that whatever time
was left to these children
should be filled with love and
comfort.

For 15 years, that is exactly
what CID has been doing,
growing to five hospices car-
ing for scores of abandoned
and dying children. But now,
says Derek Lockstone from
Linton, a cash crisis is threat-
ening CID’s future. More funds

Weekly
Whist Drive, 7.30pm, Mondays  Village Hall
Men’s Keep Fit Club, 8pm, Mondays LVC
Story Time, 2.15pm-2.45pm, Tuesdays Library
Linton Chess Club, 7.30pm, Tuesdays Village Hall
WEA, 10am, Tuesdays (starts 10th January) Village Hall
IT Club, 7pm, Tuesdays Cathodeon Centre
Linton Radio Race Car Club, 6pm-10pm, Wednesdays VH
Tots in Tow, 10am-11.30am, Wednesdays in term time VH
Little Acorns, 10am-11.30am, Thursdays VH
Carpet Bowls, 7.30pm, Thursdays VH
Bridge Club, 7pm, Fridays Cathodeon Centre
Ladies’ netball,  7pm-8.30pm, Mondays  Sports Centre
Weight Watchers, 7pm, Wednesdays Cathodeon Centre
Tap dancing, 7.15-8pm, Fridays Village Hall
Badminton, 8-10pm, Fridays Sports Centre

JANUARY

  3 WI, 7.30pm VH
  4 Reading Group, 8pm Dog & Duck
  5 Parish council meeting, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
  6 Lib-Dems 12th Night party, 8pm 38 Symonds Lane
  7 There will be no farmers’ market this month
  7 Friends of St Mary’s Sherry & Savouries,  11am Village Hall
10 Gardening Club, 7.30pm VH
13 Blood donors, 11am Village Hall
14 Dads and Tots, 9.30-11.30am Village Hall
17 Historical Society, 7.30pm VH
19 Parish council meeting, 8pm  Cathodeon Centre
21 Linton Democrats’ Jumble Sale, 2pm Village Hall
28 Burns’ Night               Linton Heights Junior School
28 ACE Sherry and Shortcake, 10.30am-1pm Village Hall

FEBRUARY

  1 Bookfest meeting, 8pm  Village Hall (upstairs)
  2 Parish council meeting, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
  7 WI, 7.30pm VH
11 Dads and Tots, 9.30-11.30am VH
11 Linton Music Society concert, 7.30pm  LVC
16 Parish council meeting, 8pm  Cathodeon Centre

RODNEY the cat needs a home.  He was brought to the
Belgrave House veterinary surgery towards the end of
November when he was found at the top of Chalklands –
and he’s been there ever since.

Rodney is an unneutered male, about six months old and
in good health.  He  is very affectionate and has been well
handled, but life is pretty uninteresting in a cage near other
animals who come and go after their treatment at the
surgery.

“He’s just really bored sitting in that cage all day,”  said
Dr Valerie Urwin, as Rodney, a  tabby with big, bright eyes,
investigated a chair seat where Dr Urwin was making
scratching noises with her nails.

“Rodney needs a good home, but no one should consider
him as a gift-wrapped package for Christmas,” said Dr

Urwin.   If you have room for Rodney, please call the
surgery on 893720.

Kate France

The facts about Linton’s car park
RUMOURS are rife about the sale of Linton’s Coles Lane car
park. Here are the facts in a letter from South Cambs lands
officer Jenny Clark to Linton parish council:

“As part of the budget saving exercise following council tax
capping, the council is looking to dispose of the shopping car
parks at Sawston, Histon, Melbourn and Linton.

“I am currently seeking a valuation of each of these areas
of land on the basis that they are to be sold subject to a
covenant restricting their future use to car parking only
(except for Melbourn which will be sold to the parish council
for car parking and new parish offices/community centre).

“Planning officers have been consulted regarding the
potential of any of these car parks to offer affordable housing.

Their response with regard to Linton is that they would not
encourage an application for affordable housing on any part
of the site.

“I would firstly wish to seek the parish council’s interest
in purchasing this site. Otherwise I shall recommend that the
site is placed on the open market. I am expecting to receive
the valuer’s assessment in December. I would welcome the
parish council’s comments on this matter by 3rd January
2006 as I shall be reporting to the housing portfolio holder
during January.” The parish council is looking into the
matter. If anyone has any comments, please write to the
council or to the Linton News.

LNT

are desperately needed to help
the Romanians carry on the
vital work that CID has started.

Derek and his wife Colleen,
of Rhugarve Gardens, joined
the CID volunteers in 1995 as
a doctor and nurse team and
have been visiting Romania
regularly for 10 years to offer
their expertise and help.

They helped set up St

Christopher’s hospice in
Curtea des Arges, a market
town in Transylvania. Derek
says: “It cares for children who
are dying of cancer or are se-
verely disabled, many with hy-
drocephalus (water on the
brain) which leaves children
with hugely swollen heads.”

The effect of Romania’s
long isolation from the West
has meant that their doctors
have neither the skills nor the
infrastructure to cope with
these problems. There has been
an operation to treat hydro-
cephalus since 1960 in the
West, and Romania is only now
learning to do this procedure in
one or two centres.

Derek adds: “Colleen and I
mainly visit two of the chari-
ty’s five centres – St

Christopher’s in Curtea de
Arges and St Andrew’s in
Pitesti. The latter combines a
residential unit for young chil-
dren with handicaps such as
hydrocephalus with a day nurs-
ery for children with various
disabilities and an educational
unit for older children with
AIDS.

“In the past year, St

Andrew’s has also started a
very active community project
taking help into the country-
side supported by financial aid
from the EU. This is a new

concept for Romania.
“Things in Romania remain

pretty grim compared with our
situation in the UK, but there is
much to give encouragement.
The projects in the early 1990s
were staffed by British volun-
teers. Gradually Romanians
have become engaged and now
run all the projects.”

Colleen and Derek still visit
regularly to give encourage-
ment and advice and ensure
standards are maintained. They
are really impressed by the
good job the Romanians are
doing, especially the younger
ones.

Derek says: “They have got
the ideas now and are putting
them into practice with enthu-
siasm. We feel our input is less
and less every time we go and
we can see the time soon when
we will be redundant which is
how it should be. But now we

need your help. The biggest
problem is to maintain the
funds to keep the projects go-
ing.

“The Romanians are begin-
ning to contribute but are still
very poor and will need our
help for some years yet.

“If any of the projects had to
close, there would be tragic
consequences for all the chil-
dren and their families to
whom our support has been so
vital.

“Can you help? We would
be terribly grateful for any do-
nations, especially regular ones
- monthly, quarterly or annu-
ally, however small. Even £5 a
quarter (£26 a year with relief)
is very significant.”

If you would like to help,
please call me on 891931 for
details.

Derek Lockstone

‘PLEASE HELP  THESE
TRAGIC CHILDREN’

THE aim of the hospice is to
give “care” rather then
“cure”, a concept  foreign to
Romanians. When Derek was
talking to a group of doctors
there some years ago, one
said in a puzzled tone “Why
do you spend so much time
and money on these children.
They are all kaput”. Colleen and Derek Lockstone need financial help to continue their work in Romania

Colleen shares a joke with one of the children

‘Why bother
with these
children?
They are all
kaput ... ’

Do not gift-wrap ...

LINTON Guides have re-
ceived the £25 raised from the
sale of the exercise bike and
the glove stretcher. The offer
of the cot was withdrawn as
some parts were missing.
Bel Griffiths’ Christmas tree
had no takers.  Perhaps Bel
could keep it for next year.

If you have an unwanted
article worth a minimum £10

Too good for jumble
second-hand that you are will-
ing to sell and donate the profit
to a Linton charity, the Linton
News will advertise the item
for free, negotiate with the
buyer and give the profit to the
village charity of your choice.

Phone Kate 01223 891602
or send an e-mail to katefrance
@linton48.freeserve.co.uk for
more information.

 A HappyA HappyA HappyA HappyA Happy
New YearNew YearNew YearNew YearNew Year
to all ourto all ourto all ourto all ourto all our
readersreadersreadersreadersreaders
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FROM WHERE I’M SITTING
by TONY SMITH

Looking to the future

A HAPPY New Glumner to you all! The year 2006 is upon us,
and of course I have made another resolution just so I can

break it sometime soon. So, what on earth have I to look forward
to this year? Well, if I can keep my health on an even track along
with my sense of humour, absent since the end of July of last year,
all may indeed be well – sort of.

As I sit looking into the field next door, the building work
reminds me of the large Lego set I had when I was young. I used
to tip all the pieces out onto the floor, start building a grand house
then getting very fed up, I left it all over the place to find
something else to do and someone else to clear it all up. I have
heard remarks that construction is all going very well, but to the
residents affected by it all, this hasn’t been our experience
whatsoever. I will not dwell on the subject, except to say; There
is a difference between ignorance and stupidity. Ignorance can be
cured by learning and reading. Stupidity isn’t willing to be cured.
(That’s the New Year’s resolution gone then). I look at many
people with different eyes, and I will never, ever forget. I hope
South Cambs council finds me a home soon.

Shopping with mother is getting difficult, and somewhat
embarrassing. My thermal hat of three winters’ was in my
shopping trolley when mum decided I had to pay for it again and
put it on the conveyer belt, along with my carrots and milk. The
checkout lady believed me, which was handy. The only thing is
that the exact same hat is actually much cheaper now than three
years ago. That’s deflation for you!

Over Christmas, I went to mum’s. As I sat on the sofa, I
noticed a large bowl of peanuts on the table. “Can I have some
please?” I asked. “Help yourself,” mum replied. Over the next
hour or so I realised that instead of eating just a few peanuts, I had
emptied most of the bowl.

“Oh, mum, I’m really sorry for eating all your peanuts, I really
meant to just have a few.” I said, feeling very guilty.

“That’s all right,” she said. “Ever since I lost my teeth, all I can
do is suck the chocolate off them!”

A great big “thank you” to everyone who made a special effort
to bring the village such a glorious display of lights. I really did
try to get round to see them all. The work you all put in for
everyone’s benefit proves there is still some magic left in
Christmas, despite our modern ways of living and attempts to
water down its meaning.

Readers of my ramblings here will know that I experience
much amusement whenever the media require someone to try to
convey to the viewers that they know more about a particular
subject than us, the ‘general public’. Experts spring up in all
guises from nowhere, ranging from the art expert, (who looks at
pictures a lot) to the bovine expert, (who does not look anything
like a cow) ending in the disability expert who has just completed
the London marathon and has just been on Mastermind, her
specialist subject being the blooming obvious! It seems that I am
not the only one who treats such experts with disdain as I
stumbled across this quote from Albert Einstein recently: “An
expert is a man that has made all mistakes possible in a narrow
field of expertise”.

Yesterday, I read an article by such an expert about the
dangers of taking prescription drugs. It scared me so much that
today I’ve decided that I’m never reading again.

I do not need to tell you all that it is likely to be cold this month,
so I’ll just leave you with the hope that this new year brings you
luck, health and happiness, and wish you everything you wish for
yourselves.

Take care of yourselves and one another, and I’ll see you all
again next month.

ACE aims to offer events for
all tastes. In November we had
a coach tour of Cambridge-
shire, followed by the SCDC
annual concert (perhaps the
last, but they would be sorely
missed) to “Celebrate the Clas-
sics” with the Cambridge
Youth Orchestra and the re-
nowned Cann Twins. Brilliant.

In December, ACEs had
their annual coach trip to
Scotsdales for lunch, to enjoy
the festive displays and  Christ-
mas shopping. The day being
mild and bright we could ex-
plore the outside displays,
which were just as jolly as those
indoors. We fairly filled the
coach with plants, bird food,
decorations and all those things
you didn’t know you needed,
including one zinc bucket – the
purpose of which might remain
a mystery ... a very happy trip.

At the AGM, we had dis-
cussed the eternal problem of
funding, particularly for the
mobile warden scheme. The
warden is employed through
Age Concern Cambridge, with

the ACEs committee seeking
funding for her work mainly
from the Parish, District and
County Councils. Linton Par-
ish Council has confirmed that
they will again support us; their
generosity and support is  vital
to this scheme. However, re-
strictions caused by rate-cap-
ping and a deficit in the Pri-
mary Care Trust budget, may
impact upon us; we will have
to make up any deficit through
our own fundraising.

So, our first event for the
New Year will be the “Sherry
and Shortcake” morning from
10:30am to 1pm on Saturday
28th January, at the Village
Hall. There will be a raffle,
bring-and-buy, a tombola and
stalls etc, to raise funds to sup-
port the work of our mobile
warden. We hope that local
businesses will donate items
for an auction. Watch out for
the posters for more details.
We look forward to seeing you
there.

Happy New Year.
Enid Bald 891069

Music Society
LINTON

ON Saturday 3rd December the
society presented an unusual
concert of Medieval music
given by a group of five singers
called Opus Anglicanum. It
was held in St Mary’s church,
suitably candlelit for the occa-
sion.

It took the form of a service
of nine lessons and carols,
some sung in plainsong and
some in harmony as the medi-
eval monks would have done.
The readings were the tradi-
tional ones that we hear today,
but spoken in the language of
the 14th and 15th centuries.

During the day a group of 15
local singers attended a work-
shop held by John Rowlands-
Pritchard who gave an intro-
duction to the music and its
notation. We then rehearsed
four pieces, in which we joined
the professionals at the evening
performance.

There was an unusually
large (and appreciative) audi-
ence, which was surprising
considering the somewhat eso-
teric quality of the music. Most
of whom stayed on for mince
pies and drinks after the per-
formance.

Our next concert will be
violin and piano sonatas given
by two talented young players
at 7.30pm on Saturday 11th Feb-
ruary in Linton village college.

Bruce Conochie 894460

LINTON and district Lib-
eral Democrats invite mem-
bers, supporters and friends
to a Twelfth night party
from 8pm on Friday 6th

January, at 38 Symonds
Lane with wine, punch, fin-
ger food, puzzles and a raf-
fle. Please ring if you are
going to attend.

Andrew Gore 891970

Join the party
LINTON fire station is undermanned and cannot usually respond to
calls during the day. At the moment there are only 10 retained
firefighters on the books; eight more are needed to achieve at full
strength. The fire station is an asset on our doorstep, its staff looking
after the safety of the whole community. With our own station,
incidents in and around the village can be attended in just a few
minutes, but at the moment it is far more likely that we will have to
wait much longer for assistance from Haverhill, Saffron Walden or
farther afield.

Retained firefighter do the job when they can. You choose when
you are available; there is no need to be released from your regular
work. It’s a job you can do in your spare time. Anyone between
18 and 55, who is reasonably fit, can do the job; that’s men
and women. There already is a female member of the crew. You
need to live within three minutes driving time from the station.

I visited the station to learn more about what they do. It was the
regular Wednesday training night, held from 7pm to 9pm, when they
ready their equipment and carry out practice sessions. They are a
disciplined, well-organised team who clearly enjoy their work and
have plenty of fun. And they get paid! There is a small retainer paid
for the time on standby and the full rate for the job on call out and
for training. Linton deals with 150 to 200 calls a year. There are
fires to be dealt with but there is a wide range of other incidents that
are attended. Road accidents figure high on the list and, yes, the odd
cat up a tree has to be saved.

The crew gains a great deal of personal satisfaction from the job.
Helping people in a direct and practical way brings its own
rewards. What they can’t understand is the difficulty they are
having in recruiting just eight people to bring them up to full
strength. In a village of more than 4,000 there must be at least eight
of you out there who would be interested. If you are, please  go along
to the Wednesday evening training sessions and see what it is all
about. You will be very welcome.

The bad news is that if the station is not fully operational there
is always the danger that it will be closed and we will all be the
losers. Support our local fire service or lose it.

John Batchelor

We need firefighters! A successful
start to the

musical year

IN BRIEF

HOME SELECTION

FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING

All types of flooring 
available

Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETSCobalt Cars
Personal Driving Service

AIRPORTS – WEDDINGS

SPORTS EVENTS

For all Business or Personal 

occasions

Advanced Bookings call Bill

07815 811834

cobalt_cars@hotmail.com

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 

SILVERLINE TOOLS
Unit 2 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 
Cambridge, CB1 6XN

Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931
Fax: 01223 894122

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

ProClean 
 

Carpet Cleaning 

Mobile Valeting  

Upholstery Cleaning 

Contract Office Cleaning 

Cleaning of Patios & Paths  

TEL: 890433 

For a Local Professional & Friendly Service 

Clean plates, Clean glasses, 
Clean prep. surfaces, Clean toilets

Economically, Purely, simply biologically
Many choices from a range of detergents -

degreasers - descalers - toilet rolls - 
kitchen rolls - powders and liquids. 

Daily deliveries- monthly accounts- c.o.d.  

P
O
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T

C
O

N
T

A
C

T

POINT CONTACT
AT THE GRIP

Cash and Collect
Telephone 01223 894000

For  

Hygiene products business to business

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

IMPROVE YOUR

If you are interested in improving
your Spanish, contact:

Susan Hodges (01223) 891521

*experienced teacher*
*lessons in your own home*

THIS column is for you to
tell Linton all about your
meeting, fair, bazaar, or or-
ganisation in just a few
words. Maybe you would
like to tell everyone about
something that has already
taken place, a short report
could feature here.

If you have something to
tell the village in brief please
let us know – either e-mail
lneditor@linton.info or put
a  note in the box in the post
office in Balsham Road.

If you need help writing
an article or need a photo
taken, please contact us,
preferably by e-mail a cou-
ple of days before it is re-
quired.

LNT

Celebration
LINTON WI celebrated
Christmas with a party
which was thoroughly en-
joyed by members.

Next month the speaker
will be Mrs Pushkin Gowlett
who will be enlightening us
about ‘working within the
parole system’. Everyone is
welcome.

Ann Simpkin 892090

Tell Linton your
news in brief

JUST a reminder that after
all the fun and festivities of
Christmas, it’s time to get
out your kilts and sporrans
for the  popular Burns’ Night
celebration run by the
Friends of Linton Heights
junior school at Linton vil-
lage college on Saturday 28th

January.
You can expect haggis

(both the traditional and veg-
etarian varieties), whisky,
poetry, live music and plenty
of dancing.

Tony Kelly

Burns’ night

A QUESTION often asked is
“How much is it safe to drink
and still drive?” The answer dif-
fers and depends on the person.

But the simple answer is ei-
ther drink OR drive but not
both, and don’t forget that your
blood alcohol level can still be
high the next day.

The legal answer is that  the
drink-drive limit is 80 milli-
grammes of alcohol per 100
millilitres of blood; but there is
no failsafe guide to the amount
a driver can safely drink.

The amount and type of
alcohol, and weight, sex  and
metabolism of the driver all play
a part. But any amount of alco-
hol affects driving ability: judg-
ing speed and distance, reaction
times and risk judgment  may
all be seriously affected.

South Cambs Police

Drinking and
driving
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Readers write

Dear Editor
Many thanks from the Children’s Society to all those who

attended  a magical Christingle service on Sunday 4th December.
The church was full of eager children and parents who went away
carrying a Christingle.

Wrapped presents were brought for needy children and will be
distributed to the women’s refuge in Cambridge in time for
Christmas giving.

The box collection amounted to £1208.44 and the retiring
collection was £62.00. The cash has now been sent to the
Children’s Society in London to help their work with young
runaways.
Janet M Conochie
Representative for the Children’s Society

Old Lintonians’ reunion party

Jill, Daphne and June celebrate at the get-together

Dear Editor,
The organisers of a reunion

party which was held at the
Welding Institute on Saturday
26th November for Old
Lintonians who were born in
the village before 1935, would
like to express their thanks to
all who attended, together with
their spouses.

A joyful party resulted and
many old acquaintances were
renewed. What a lovely

evening we had. We thank you
all for coming and sharing the
wonderful memories of all
these years!

Our raffle made £260 which
will go to the Air Ambulance
and Magpas. Thank you for
your generosity.

The organisers: Jill Moore
(Pamment) June Hall
(Sparrow) and Daphne
Brazier (Sparrow)

ON a very cold and
foggy November

evening, Hildersham WI ex-
tended a warm welcome to
our guest Keith Day who gave
a very interesting and in-
formative talk  about
Addenbrooke’s past, present
and future.

Born into a clerical family
in 1680, John Addenbrooke
at the age of 17 studied medi-
cine at Catherine Hall (now St

Catherine’s college) qualify-
ing in  1710. He married
Susan Fisher; they had no
children and in 1719 at the
age of 39,  John died.

Upon his death John
Addenbrooke bequeathed
£4,676 to build one of the
first voluntary hospitals for
the poor. On 13th October
1766 the doors opened to the
first Addenbrooke’s  hospital
in Trumpington Street with
20 beds. Over the years this
was  extended using all avail-
able ground. In 1947 the gov-
ernors considered moving to
another site, and so the new

Adden-brooke’s on Hills
Road was agreed to by the
Ministry of Health, to be built
in stages. In 1961 the main
ward block was ready to take
its first patients; the most rec-
ognised construction being
the chimney. In 2005 build-
ing work continues to expand
the site, with plans to double
its size over the coming years.

Along with the history of
the hospital we were shown
amazing photographs  of the
hospital and of those who
worked and were patients
there, reminding us of how
basic medicine was then and
how lucky we are today.

The vote of thanks was
given by Mrs Muriel Crampin
and refreshments made by Mrs

Gillian Anderson and Mrs

Pauline Franklin.
Our  meeting this month

will be for members only.
 Hildersham WI wishes

everyone a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

Pamela J. Parris

Hildersham WI learns
about Addenbrooke’s

GRANTA Grapevine will
be starting the New Year

with some new faces in the
team following the departure
to Suffolk of John and Clare
Neville. Roger Lapwood is
now operating the high-speed
tape duplicator and we have
two new volunteers to read.
However we could still do with
more help.

The monthly Linton News
is read onto tape by two teams
of readers for the news side and
two editors for the magazine
side, led by Janet Conochie, to
reduce the load on group mem-
bers. Recordings are currently
made on the Thursday after the
news is published.

Male reading voices are in
particularly short supply and
back up for the technical tasks
of recording the master tape and
magazine-side features is re-
quired. You may be interested
in operating our recording

equipment, which is mainly cas-
sette tape-based at present, but
also includes minidisk, CD and
shortly solid-state digital re-
cording. If you have time to
spare we would be pleased to
meet you.

We are also on the lookout
for non-copyright material
suitable for the 45-minute
magazine side, either in print
or as a recording in any format.
An interesting story from the
past, a holiday experience or a
current activity which would
take up five to 20 minutes on
tape, would be useful to us. If
you can produce it yourself that
would be fine but we can al-
ways record it for you if that is
more convenient.

Further information about
the group is on our website
www.grantanet.co.uk/grape-
vine/granta.htm or you can ring
Janet Conochie on 894460 or
myself:

Mike Crofts 893619

Granta Grapevine
looks for help

Picture by Derek Birch

THE trustees of the Charles
and Mary Anderson Benefac-
tion would be pleased to re-
ceive applications for grants
from the benefaction for dis-
tribution in 2006. The aims of
the charity are as follows:
a) to support the work of St

Mary’s Church;
b) to promote education and
any other charitable purpose
“for the benefit of those living
in or resorting to Linton”.

 If you represent a group,
you will need to include the
latest financial statement when

you apply.
Applications can be sent to

4 Fairfield Way, Linton, CB1
6YP by Thursday 26th January
2006. Alternatively, you can
e-mail your applications to
Anderson@parry-smith.co.uk
The trustees will be meeting
in early February 2006 and
will let all applicants know
the outcome shortly after the
meeting.

For further information
please contact chairman of the
trustees:
David Parry-Smith  894715

You never know - you might be lucky

HAVING only just opened new premises on the 26th November,
Annette would like to take this opportunity to thank all her loyal
existing clients and so many brand new customers for their
overwhelming support in the run-up to Christmas.

The open day demonstrations were well received with Hot
Stone treatments and Hopi ear candling being demonstrated,
refreshments enjoyed, and, of course, an opportunity to pop in for
an informal chat and to have a look around.

Annette wishes all her clients, friends and associates a Happy
New Year, and looks forward to a busy time ahead, (there are
certainly a lot of gift vouchers to cover over the next few
months!)  Annette is adding two new members to her trusted team
who both share her holistic approach, treating the whole
person – mind,  body and soul.  Happy New Year

Annette Jackson, 37 High Street, Linton  891900

Annette’s Beauty and
Well Being

A NEW book entitled A Wartime Childhood relating the reminis-
cences of an eight-year-old evacuee in Balsham during World
War Two has just been published.

Audrey Lancemen is a professional artist living in St  Leonards-
on-Sea. She grew up in Islington but when the war started, she
was evacuated along with her schoolfriends to Balsham. She was
good at drawing even then and drew whatever was around her in
the village. Audrey still remembers vividly her life as an evacuee
and recently she decided to put her memories down on paper. Her
story is told just as she remembers it.

Some of her drawings are reproduced in the book, including
one of Iris Squire, a lifelong friend still living in Balsham. This
is a charming story, full of childish optimism and wonder, a
million miles away from the preoccupations and hardships of day
to day living during the war.

Copies of this book are available at the Post Office in Balsham
or contact me:

Andrew Westward-Bate 892430

Memories of Balsham past

Beauty Salon
Has moved to  

The Old Bakery
West Wratt ing

Cambs
Tel: Carol  on 

01223 290450
Mobi le: 

07796 333351

Roses
CHIMNEY

SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01954 782284
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

Your local professionals for whatever legal help you 

need in your business or personal life

Tel: 01799 522636

18 HILL STREET, SAFFRON WALDEN, ESSEX CB10 1JD

www.heckfordnorton.co.uk

HECKFORD NORTON
SOLICITORS

Designer Drapes
Linton Road, Hadstock

Tel: 01223 890556

Made to measure Curtains and Blinds
Re-Upholstery service

Foam cut to size
Fabric available by the Metre
Collection and delivery Service

SPECIAL FOGARTY DUVETS 

ALL SIZES AVAILABLE

From £16.99

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Mobile 07720986236 

Don’t delay call today

CHRIS FLETCHER
CARPENTRY & BUILDING MAINTENANCE

KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING, 

DOORS & WINDOWS REPLACED 

PATIOS & LANDSCAPING 

CONSERVATORIES

GARAGE CONVERSIONS

For information or quotation:

01223 897233

07775 538095

Post and email addresses and deadline for letters on page 8
Please note: All letters for publication must be supplied with

a full name and address to enable us to check authenticity

OUR THANKS THE lucky K-Club
winners of the monthly
prize draw for December
were:
  1st prize (£50)
Val Urwin (No.210)
  2nd prize (£25)
Jan Coatham (No.083)
  3rd prize (£10)
Liz Hide (No. 135)

Peter Dixon

December’s
K-Club winners

WE’RE still looking for some-
one to replace Mandy Honey-
man, who designs and main-
tains  the Linton News website.

If you’re into computers and
that kind of thing, take a look at
our website at www.linton.info
to see if it’s the kind of chal-
lenge you would like to take
on. If it is, please call our editor
Wendy Foster (the contact
numbers are on P8).

Still wanted:
a web wonder

IF you have any old jumble
cluttering up the house and
you want to get rid of it, the
Liberal Democrats are hold-
ing a  sale in the village hall on
21st January starting at 2pm.
All welcome.

Jumble sale

Annette's

Beauty & Well Being
At The Bank House

37 High Street, Linton

Beauty with a different approach – Including an 

exquisite range of beautiful gifts + Gift Vouchers

Telephone – 01223 891900
Annette Jackson vtct iihht babtac & Reiki Master

Beauty and Holistic treatments for Ladies
British Association of Beauty Therapy & Cosmetology

ASW
INSTALLATIONS

CALL
 Andrew on

07990 898389

Telephone

engineers
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IN 2004/05 visitors to
Linton library were up 25 per

cent and borrowing was up
10 per cent. These figures are
even more impressive when
compared with the average for
the similar sized libraries in the
county which were up just two
and one per cent respectively.

Linton library has more than
2,500 registered borrowers of
which 44 per cent had borrowed
one or more items in the last
year. The service is particularly
popular with children, who make
up almost 30 per cent of the
customers: 100 per cent rated it
“good” or “OK” in five out of 10
categories in a recent survey.

These findings were pre-
sented to a group of community
representatives who were asked
for feedback about how the
library is working. Generally the
response was positive. The rep-
resentatives, who came from the
library staff, the county, district
and parish councils, the Girl
Guides and the Linton News felt
that the library was a pleasant
place to be and that the staff
provide an excellent service. The
group feels that the library should
be open longer and that more
new stock was needed.

Opening hours are unlikely
to be increased but the times will
be reviewed to ensure they meet
the needs of the community. The
county book fund is one of the

smallest in the country so new
stock is limited although the li-
brary received almost 1000 new
books in 2004/05. The library
staff keep the stock fresh by ar-
ranging exchanges with other
libraries and good quality dona-
tions from the public are always
gratefully received too.

A greater number of “quick
pick” displays was requested,
including one in the children’s
area  to allow busy mothers to
pick up a book for themselves. A
general level of ignorance about
some of the library’s services
was expressed and the library
agreed that marketing had been
a weak area in the past, and some-
thing that they were hoping to
concentrate on county-wide over
the next year.

The library is regularly a
host to special touring collec-
tions. Its December collection
was themed around World War
II and includes fiction and non

Linton library in great shape

fiction. The Linton News team
is hoping to advertise future
collections.

The Linton library works
with the local community and
helps volunteers run a story-
telling session for under fives
each week, a reading group that
meets in the Dog and Duck
once a month, a “silver surfer”
club and the Doorstep service
that delivers to those with
health or mobility problems.

Access for all is an important
part of the Library and Informa-
tion Service’s remit and there
are special schemes for the blind
and visually impaired, the hear-
ing impaired, non-English
speakers the over 60s, the Skills
for Life students and those living
a long way from the library. For
more information call:

 0845 0455225
(Minicom 01480 376743) or

online at www.cambridgeshire.
gov.uk/library

Bringing Linton’s
news to your door

EVERY month, the Linton News drops
through your letterbox. It is the end product of
hours of work by a dedicated team of Linton
people to bring the latest news and views about
life in Linton to more than 5,000 readers.

All the people who work on the Linton
News do so voluntarily.

To mark the start of the Linton News’  19th

year of publication, we will be running a series
of profiles about the team behind the paper,
which keeps you in touch with what is happen-
ing in Linton.

But first a little history … the Linton News
was started in April 1987 to give voice to
village individuals and organisations, to serve
as a forum for debate, a billboard for events
and an outlet for anyone who wants to convey
information.

It was set up with financial help from the
parish council but before long it was com-
pletely financially and editorially independ-
ent.

As we are independent, we can, and do,  use
our funds to contribute to improving things in
the village, such as donating trees for the parks
and schoolgrounds, and giving money for li-
brary books, as can be seen in this issue.

 We’ll begin out profiles of the Linton News
Team in reverse order, starting when the
papers have left the printer.

First stop is Kate France, our delivery
organiser, who says: “My first job when I get
2,300 copies of the paper delivered to my
door, is to sort them into bags for our 61
deliverers for Linton, Hildersham, Bartlow
and Hadstock. We also send a few copies to
Abington.”

Sorting out the papers is not the end of
Kate’s responsibilities. She also writes occa-

Vernon
Boyd:
“The
task can
obviously
be made
more
unpleasant
by the
weather”

Kate
France:
her first
job is to

sort
2,300

copies of
the News

into 61
bags for

the
deliverers

sional articles and supervises regular features,
such as the Too Good For Jumble spot usually on
the front page.

Kate is also responsible for a key section of
the Linton News – the Linton Diary. A diary is
kept at the post office in which people can write
details of the items they want featured in the
paper. Once a month, Kate collects the diary and
transcribes the entries, which are then passed on
to the editing team for inclusion in that month’s
diary.

When Kate has organised the papers, the next
stop is our delivery co-ordinator Vernon Boyd,
who has the task of distributing the 2,300 copies
of the News to the deliverers.

He plans the most effective routes to the many
deliverers that are most effective to help him get
all the bags distributed as quickly as possible.

Vernon says: “I use a car, a cycle or just plain
walking – whichever is the most efficient way.
Even so, it can take between four and six hours
spread over a couple of days to get all the bags
out.

“Linton itself is not a problem, but getting to
some of the outlying districts can prove more
difficult.

“The task can obviously be made more un-
pleasant by the weather. You have to go out in all
conditions, and summer deliveries are usually a
lot more enjoyable than the winter ones.”

Once Vernon has handed out all the bags, it is
up to the individual deliverers – the final link in
the chain that brings the Linton News to your
door every month.

In the next issue, we will look at the technical
and financial side of our operation.
•The News followed in the footsteps of the Linton
Tribune, another free newspaper for the village
which started a little earlier than we did but
folded after a few months.

LNT

LINTON library had a lot to celebrate on
10th December when the 37 new books,

generously donated by the Linton News
became available for borrowing, and were
eagerly snapped up by readers. The books
cover a wide range of subjects, both fiction and
non-fiction, and have been carefully selected
by library supervisor, Linda Pearson to appeal
to as wide an audience as possible.

Representatives from the Linton News,
including Wendy Foster, Norman Dann,
Joanne Scrace and her baby son Eric along
with councillor John Batchelor were present.
Lynda Martin, representing the library service,
expressed thanks and delight at the donation.

Library users were invited to have a cuppa
and share a slice of cake while making their
selections, and more than 70 pieces were
handed out. A very enjoyable, busy morning
was had by all.

Many thanks to the volunteers at the Linton
News, who made the donation possible,

PS: The latest circulating collection of
books at the library is Adventure - who writes
like? and isissuing fast. Come and borrow a
copy.

Linda Pearson, Linton library

Eric
watches
carefully
as mum
Joanne,
a regular
library
user and
also new
subeditor
on the
News, cuts
the cake

Regular
library
users Mr

and Mrs

Moore
choose
from the
new
books

Pictures on this page by LNT

New books snapped up fast

SERVICED - REPAIRED - REPLACED
(SPARES FOR ALL MAKES)
FREE : Estimates, Advice, Brochures.

NNNNEEEEWWWW    DDDDOOOOOOOORRRRSSSS

Steel - Maintenance Free Steel -
Glass Fibre - A.B.S.(PVCu) Timber -

Sectional Doors (Insulated/Single Skin) - Roller Doors

A.B.C. GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS Tel 01223 893798 Mobile 07774499537
www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk       email@garagedoorsabc

GARAGE DOORS
Electric  Operators

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon 9-5 pm
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens 
Monday & Tuesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
 Wednesday & Thursday

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone (01799) 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough
to deal with most accountancy and taxation matters

(ranging from personal tax returns to audit of
limited companies).

For an initial consultation (without obligation)
please contact Richard King

 The Station House, Station Road

Morning, Afternoon, Lunch and 

Late Stay Sessions, 9am to 4pm 

during term time for children 

aged 2 to 5.

Pre-School sessions, to prepare 

for infant school. Holiday Clubs 

run during school holidays.

High staffing ratio, quality care.

  For further information ring:

  Marion:  897945 (school hours) 

  Jane:  503972 (at other times)

Little Hands 
Nursery School 
Linton

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

K.CLAXTON

Painter 
& Decorator

Interior & Exterior
Free

 
Estimates

Tel: (01223) 892190
Mobile: 07910149353

Linton Based 61 HIGH STREET, LINTON,  CAMBRIDGE CB1 6HS
TEL: (01223)894225

We stock a selection of
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames •

Collectables • Toiletries •Greetings
Cards • Gift Wrap

Watch Batteries and Straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery Repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a
professional with 40 years experience

Meet the team...
What your library can do for you:
• Free membership, open to all
• Free email, internet and information access

from their seven computers
• Borrow books, videos, CDs, DVDs and

audio books (charges for some items)
• Most requests free (adult fiction requests

charged at £1)
• Search, request and renew online at

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library or by
phone on 0845 0455225
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AS this is the season for social get-togethers, I have decided
to invite people according to the numerical formula  S = 4m
+ 3f, where S is the total number that are attending, m  is the
number of males and f  is the number of females.

However, there is a slight sting in the numerical tail. There
are two extra criteria, m + f =< 20 and 3m + f =< 30.

These conditions may seem contradictory but are there to
ensure that the get-together goes with a degree of festive
cheer.

This then is required: what value are m and f respectively
such that S is a maximum?

Solution  to No.12: Averages- not always what the num-
bers suggest .

Shame on those who thought the average speed over the
two halves of the journey is 45mph – it is 40mph.

The average speed over the 12 miles is 36mph.
Urania

POT POURRI (13)

A Feasible PartyLINTON Granta Playgroup
has been celebrating its last

Christmas in its existing build-
ing before work begins on a
brand new one as part of the
Linton Village College build-
ing programme.

On 8th December the chil-
dren performed their annual
Christmas concert for the par-
ents and some grandparents.
There were enthusiastic cho-
ruses of such classics as When
Santa Got Stuck Up The Chim-
ney and Rudolph  The Red-
nosed Reindeer, while several
brave children sang solos
(Joshua Chipps, Mia Diaz,
Rheanna Wells and Jasmine
Clayden).

Our Christmas Fair was
held in the Village Hall on 3rd

December. As ever, this was a
very successful and enjoyable
event, making an impressive
profit of £580. Children en-
joyed activities such as Hun-
gry Santa and Mystery Tom-
bola, and made Christmas
decorations on the craft stall.
There were also plenty of visi-
tors to Santa’s grotto. Many
thanks to the large numbers of
willing volunteers who set up

Playgroup celebrates Christmas

(and cleared away) the fair,
and particularly to Heidi Pryor.

The playgroup term fin-
ished with parties for both the
playgroup children and the tod-
dler group. Party food was pro-

successful year for us. If you
would like to find out more
information about the play-
group, please visit our website:
www.lintongrantaplaygroup.co.uk

Frances Reynolds

Christmas is coming: a happy party group gets in the mood at Linton Granta playgroup
Picture by Frances Reynolds

THE Linton book festival
(6th -7th May 2006) is fast

becoming reality. We actually
now have money to spend,
thanks to Cambridgeshire
ACRE Local Net-
work Fund, and some
great speakers and
performers are
booked.

The regular meet-
ings are getting
busier and busier and
there is no shortage
of exciting ideas and
inspiring input from
Linton villagers – it is a won-
der that we’ve never done this
before.

You can now read all about
what’s planned at
www.lintonbookfest.org.

The website has been de-
signed by Andrew Clark of
nextnorth.com and will pro-
vide all sorts of information
about the festival, plus games

It’s all systems go
for the book festival

and competitions. You can also
add your email address to our
mailing list and receive regular
Bookfest updates.

My task in January is to be
pacing the streets and
interviewing the Lin-
ton Village business
owners, representa-
tives and familiar
faces  about their fa-
vourite children’s
book. It could be one
that they remember
from their childhood,
or one that they now

read to their children or grand-
children.

Little posters should be ap-
pearing around the village in
the spring revealing these gems
of information – do look out
for them. If you’d like to get
involved, please contact me:

Josephine Paterson
893582 or email

Josephine@mjsquare.com

vided by parents, and Father
Christmas paid a visit to de-
liver a present for every child.

We would like to thank
everybody who has supported
the playgroup during a very

JUST one
picture this
month for you to
get those
memories
working.

The Linton
and West
Wickham
Salvation Army
band is pictured
probably before
1950.  The
Salvation Army
started in Linton
in 1885 at
Kingdom Hall,
later called
‘Amy Hall’ in
the High Street
next to the
chemist. It was
sold and con-
verted into a
private house.

If you can put
a name to any of
the faces please
let Garth Collard
know on 892395.

The Salvation Army in Linton

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821
e: chapelifa@aol.com

De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB1 6JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

• FITTED KITCHENS /
BEDROOMS /WARDROBES

• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

FREE
COMPETITIVE

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURANCE WORK

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

&POSH     PAMPERED
113 HIGH STREET, LINTON   TEL: 890303

Open Mon 9–6, Tues 9–8, Fri 9–6, Sat 9–5

v Hairdressers
v All Beauty Treatments
v Nails (Acrylic & Gel)
v Spray Tanning
v Champagne Lounge
v Clothes

v Sun Beds
v Bridal Packages
v Pamper Packages
v Gift Vouchers
v Free Supervised
       Children's Crêche

v Senior Ladies' Day Mon, Wed & Fri; free tea and biscuits

Newly refurbished over three floors

Stevens
solicitors

Quality Advice From Experienced Lawyers

25 High Street, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8AD

Tel: (01440) 762511   Fax: (01440) 703873

also at Thorn House, 11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1EH

Tel: 01799 526849 Fax: 01899 524799

Picture from Garth Collard’s collection

POLICE have warned that
fraudsters are operating a scam
using e-mails asking for per-
sonal bank details. Banks have
been alerted and they say they
would never seek this type of
information on the net.

So, be warned: never give
out personal or banking details
over the net until you are abso-
lutely certain of the person/

Crooks about, so watch out
company you are dealing with.
If in doubt, ask a third party
and never feel pressured to pro-
vide information that you have
not instigated.

Police have also warned
about a spate of burglaries
when a thief breaks in, steals
your car keys and drives off
with your car. So do keep your
keys safe and out of view.
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AS you wander around
Cambridge and look up at

the various colleges, or take a
glance at the stained glass win-
dows and furnishings of your
local church or even look at
the badge on your child’s
school blazer, you are bound
to have seen a brightly col-
oured shield, often portraying
mystical beasts, strange shapes
and a strip of Latin text or
motto.

Most of you would quite
rightly describe these as a coat
of arms; but how many of you
know the origin of the coat of
arms or the ins and outs of the
complicated language and
world of heraldry.

For instance if you walked
into most local churches, you
will more than likely observe a
coat of arms that has a red
shield containing three gold
crowns, with a Bishop’s mitre
on the top.  The reason that you
see this symbol in most of our
local churches is because it is
the Bishop of Ely’s coat of
arms and is correctly described
as the “See of Ely”.

Why was there a need for
these coats of arms in the first
place?

During the Middle Ages,
armour became increasingly
more sophisticated and the me-
dieval warrior found himself
encased in iron from head to
toe, including a fully closed
helmet, so much so that the
individual became completely
anonymous to his compatri-
ots.

As the medieval battlefield

How heraldry
helped knights tell

friend from foe
was a very dangerous place to
be, it was absolutely essential
to know exactly who your
friends and, more importantly,
your enemies were. As the
shield was the knight’s main
form of defence and because
its shape and size provided a
relatively large and blank can-
vas on which to paint, it be-
came the focal point for a sys-
tem of identification and the
term Heraldry entered the Eng-
lish language.

I suppose that if today’s mod-
ern technology could be used on
ancient battlefields, knights
would be armed with micro-
chips, “i-clubs” and perhaps a
‘Bluetooth’ connected scanner
to help them determine who was
friend and who was  foe.

 If you would like to learn
more about heraldry, why
don’t you come to the January
meeting of the Linton and Dis-
trict Historical Society?

We will meet at 7.30pm on
17th January  2006 in Linton
Village Hall, when heraldry
expert David Broomfield will
be on hand to enthral us with
his excellent illustrated talk en-
titled: “Everything you wanted
to know about Heraldry, but
were afraid to ask”

So why not come and join
us, and have a great evening
amongst friends. There is al-
ways lots of news of what is
happening locally in the so-
cial, family and local history
world and a chance to discuss
your own research project with
the experts.

Andrew Westwood-Bate

MORE than 4,000 years ago in 2,500BC, some
clever astronomers were active in our area. They
carried out a survey which linked Wandlebury
earthworks on the Gog and Magog hills to earth-
works in a Hatfield Forest. My husband Christian
O’Brien and I discovered their work and tracked
down their prehistoric survey in the 1970s.

Christian found a line of stones which went
across country for 26 miles. The large, shaped
stones used to mark every mile along the way, and
there was an occasional earthen mound instead of
a stone. These markers started at Wandlebury and,
passing through Hatfield Forest, ended in the
village of Hatfield Broad Oak, just beyond the
forest. Not all the stones could be sited, which is
not surprising considering the long years
inbetween, but we listed several still in position or
thereabouts, and two crumbling mounds.

Christian said that Wandlebury was built origi-
nally as an observatory and much later was used by
the Iron Age people as a fort, because it was there.
He dated it, from astronomical charts, at about
2,450 BC. He wrote a paper on this and after a great
deal more research, we published three books on
the sages and their activities. These theories were

Was there once a stone
circle in Linton?

M
cKenzie & Haywards

Garage

MHG

MOT by appointment 
while you wait.

Servicing, 
Collection & Delivery Service

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage

Units 3/4 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate

Linton, Cambridge, CB1 6XN
Tel: 01223 894140   
Fax: 01223 890035 

E-mail: murray@mckenzie-haywards.freeserve.co.uk

THE
LINTON NEWS

TEAM
Wishes all its Readers a

Happy New Year

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered

Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

Tereza Votre
Jewellery

L i n t o n
A col lect ion of handmade 
jewellery & beadwork with 

precious and semi-precious 
stones is avai lable for 

viewing by appointment

Tel: 07979 594488
Email:  terezavb@terezavotre.co.uk

www.terezavotre.co.uk

P T Carpentry &
Building Services
where quality is affordable

Loft conversions, 

renovations, extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms,

and all aspects of carpentry

Paul Turner

23 Rivey Way, Linton
Tel 01223 892174

Mob 07939 568767

Block Paving & Gravel 
Drives, Patios & Fencing 
Gardening & Property 

Maintenance Inc, Internal 
& External Painting, 

General Building Repairs 
No Job Too Small

For a Local, Reliable and 
a Friendly Service with 

FREE Quotations
Tel: 01223 890060 or 

07765 594398
lintonpaving@aol.com

LI
NTON PAVING

COMPANY

White Chimneys

Garden Design
Gardens individually 

designed to suit your 

lifestyle and tastes.

A new local business.  

Please see the website for 

introductory offers.

Judith Rawlinson 

BSc DipGD (InstGD)

Tel: 01223 897825

Email: Judithr2011@aol.com

www.whitechimneys-

design.co.uk

E L E C T R I C A L

Electrical Installations
Periodic Inspection Reports

Tel: 01223 893 497
Mobile: 07976 838 373

N.C. Bowden

Cambridge 892263

16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎LNT

From

Wendy, Gloria,

Norman, Kate, Maureen

Vernon, Alan, Graham,

Judith, Joanne, Charlotte

and

its 61 deliverers

backed up by extensive evidence; mathematical,
astronomical and historical.

Linton comes into the story because there is,
lying on its back by the bridge at the end of Horn
Lane near the Glebe, a large shaped limestone. It
was once standing proud. I believe it gave a
message, possibly of a stone circle nearby. This
was true of the last village we lived in,
Waddington, which boasted a large shaped stone
standing just outside the village, and there were
remains of many shaped stones in old gardens in
the village proper. The Linton stone might be
marking the ford across the river, and it might
have been moved from somewhere else, as many
of these stones were.

The Line, although important in itself, was
probably part of a survey grid covering East
Anglia, the British Isles and maybe the whole
world.  And the Linton stone is on a ‘cross’ line to
our original line. So, some feet in ancient time did
walk on our pleasant land!

If anyone would like to know more, there is a
website it is possible to visit. The address is:
www.goldenageproject.org.uk

Barbara Joy O’Brien

The stones inspired Joy O’Brien to write the following sonnet, called The Anannage (pronounced
Ana-nah-gi), an ancient Sumerian word found on clay tablets now in the University of

Philadelphia.  Anu was the supreme commander of the Anannage;  the sons, or followers, of Anu

The Victorian
household

LINTON WEA spring term
2006 presents the Victorian
household with Liz Carter.

This 10-week course looks
at everyday life in Victorian
households of the upper, mid-
dle and working classes, inves-
tigating the changes brought
about by government legisla-
tion, new technology and the
changing economic climate
throughout the period 1837-
1901.

We shall study decor and
furnishings, the employment of
servants and their duties,
changes in dress and fashion,
bringing up children, leisure
time and of course, how fami-
lies coped with death.

All the lectures will be illus-
trated with OHP slides and dis-
plays - handouts provided.
There is something for every-
one, with activities ranging
from crosswords to trying on a
crinoline cage.

Liz Carter is a full-time
genealogist, lecturer and
writer. The course starts at
10amon Tuesday 10th January
at Linton village hall

For more information and
to book your place, please con-
tact:

      Leslie Allison  891154

OH yes, their feet, in ancient time, did walk
on England’s pleasant fields – Salisbury Plain,
the Vale of Pewsey, Bodmin Moor, arcane
East Anglian woodlands where the soft chalk

shimmers in the soil, here they left their mark
and, working on a suitable terrain,
they taught our forefathers the measured chain.
Yes, they were here: you could have heard them talk

in Heaven’s language, our own parent tongue,
whilst fresh winds billowed out their linen robes
and cold rain fell. Although long lost they live

in legend still; they are the Ones,
the young, the free, who built the fairy hills,
whose probes circled this earth. What knowledge they did give!

The Anannage

BORDERS
GARDEN SERVICES

 For all your gardening and 

landscaping needs

Free quotes and advice available

Ben Mercer 01799 520044 or 

07890 645692
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WHEN I looked up from the top of
Chalklands hill, the summer had gone and

the space-station sparkled like a star in the frosty
skies of November. I began to write to the readers
of the Linton country diary expressing here how
pleasantly overwhelmed I’ve felt by a year long
of comments, notes, cards, calls and letters. It’s
so gratifying to know the diary meant so much to
so many! Furthermore, during my sabbatical I’d
become aware of the worldwide readership of the
Linton News. One dear elderly couple with whom
I spoke, having moored their barge alongside my
boat (The Heron’s Nest) last year on the Ouse
casually said “ Oh yes, you’re that artist chap
from Linton. We always read the Linton News
and we’re looking forward to your return!”
Turned out they were from Newcastle.

Well, return I have to the place where
country matters matter and where
creature myths are poetically
embraced, dispelled or
moulded in to fact! No moan-
ing or groaning allowed here unless accompanied
by positive and constructive suggestions. You see,
I’m no Pollyanna but I felt we needed to get down
to the nitty gritty facts about the mink!

It almost reads like the script for a Hollywood
horror movie. The village it seems has come
under attack by these mysterious yet beautiful,
black and cheeky little beasts from North
America! Perhaps it’s my French/Canadian an-
cestry at play here, on the one hand feeling the
urge to trap them and on the other a certain
empathy with this creature.

While  studying them on the banks of the Great
Ouse it became apparent they are highly intelli-
gent, playful and like cats, incredibly inquisitive!
They also like cats, for dinner! The minks silky
coat, twinkling eyes and funny little snout create
an appearance akin to an adorable Victorian teddy
bear. Do not however attempt to handle them for
I can vouch that only by the grace of some spe-
cially reinforced gloves, lightening reflex and a
guardian angel do I still have all my fingers, for the
mink is a veritable killer with razor-like teeth.

With a greater propensity to devour ground
nesting birds, voles, rabbits, cats, frogs and fish
than any other local predator, eradication was
going to prove difficult. In fact they are so
predacious they do not appear to have any natural

AS Clive Bush has been
a major correspondent of

the Linton News for many years
now, the team thought it would
be fitting to write a farewell
article for him. Undoubtedly
you all know that Mr Bush left
us at the end of last term, but
I’m sure his stay at Linton Vil-
lage College will not be forgot-
ten for a very long time.

Mr Bush has been with the
school for 12 years, and when
asked why he was leaving, he
said that his lifelong ambition
is to run a big school or college,
and by moving to his next
school, this dream is being ful-
filled.

I asked Mr Bush what his
fondest memory of Linton
would be. He said that there
have been too many to remem-
ber, but a couple stick out spe-
cifically. One of these memo-
ries is of when the prep. room
caught fire six years ago, and
everything he had learned
about this kind of thing, such
as fire drills, was no longer a
practice session. There have
also been many funny mo-
ments that he reminisced
about, such as the time when
the year 11s left a cassette
player in a locker, and when-
ever anyone walked past, they
would hear the crying sounds
of what seemed like a year 7
pupil calling ‘help!’ to passers
by.

When I asked Mr Bush what
he thought was his greatest
achievement in his time here,
or the thing he’d like to be
remembered for he said it is his
link with the school in Africa.
If it wasn’t for him, none of this
would have happened, so I

The Linton News team is delighted to welcome back the Linton Country Diary, which will
normally reside on page 8. For those of you wishing to read the rest of The Heron’s Nest,

Darryl’s complete narrative will be published in book form later this year.

LINTON COUNTRY DIARY by Darryl Nantais
The mink Illustrated by Maureen Williams

enemies other than perhaps the otter. Another
case of the irony of nature.

 Mink are members of the weasel family who
came to Britain in the late 1920s with nothing but
the fur on their backs to be commercially farmed.
As that industry went into decline the inevitable
happened, coupled with a little help from others.
Their bid for freedom and consequent colonising
of the waterways has been successful, especially
in the south of England, and nowhere more
evident than on our local river.

You either love them or hate them. The  watcher
of all things bright and beautiful along the banks of
our Granta will have noticed a change. More

roach, fewer trout. More rats,
fewer ducklings. The water

voles have virtually disap-
peared although keen eyes
can still catch a glimpse of
a couple of kingfishers
whizzing by near the mill.

The population of wild and
privately tended ducks and geese has been deci-
mated, but here’s the good news. The mink tend to
live by water and the males are voracious when it
comes to territory; hence a low population density
is likely.

Another North American escapee called the
signal crayfish, which looks like the lobster and
grows just as large in our rivers, is the favourite
dish of the otter. Now, can you see where all this
is leading? Another species called the coypu
(Myocastor coypus) was also introduced into this
country in about the same year, only this time
from South America. Its rise to fame and family
fortunes dwindled once the fox took a liking to its
young. Anyway, the otter appears to be feeling
rather miffed at our unwanted guest with the fine
black coat, and has, according to a number of
recent reports, been getting its own back. It’s
easy to blame the mink for a large array of
disappearances, but is man the real culprit? Why
does nature vie with itself so cruelly? It all could
be viewed as a natural course of change or
explained away as an evolutionary chaos theory.

Whichever your preference, be assured that
everything is happening in the universe per-
fectly. With that closing thought, I sincerely
wish you all tranquillity and contentment for
2006.

hope we can continue this great
success.

The thing Mr Bush said he
liked and appreciated most
about this school is how pleas-
ant everyone is to each other.
When walking through the
school everyone greets you
with a smile. I’m sure this part
of the school’s ethos is largely
due to him.

Mr Bush hopes that once the
new head teacher, Caroline
Derbyshire, has taken over the
school, the amazing track
record which Linton has man-
aged to achieve during his time

is maintained, and that we go
on being a top school in this
country; but more importantly
that pupils want to be part of
this school.

Although I’m sure it won’t
be the same when Mr Bush
leaves, he wants to make clear
that he’s had a fantastic experi-
ence running the school, and
has lots of regrets that he’s
going. He gives a big thank
you to all the friends, pupils
and people he’s worked with
throughout his years at LVC
and wishes them all the best,
and I’m sure he will be greatly
missed by everyone who
knows him.

Charlotte Westdijk

 Linton bids a sad
farewell to Clive Bush

End of term: Clive Bush leaves his desk at the LVC
Picture by Charlotte Westdijk

L.B. CABSL.B. CABS
LINTONLINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports
Courier Service 

available

SARAH CHAMBERLAIN

delivering worldwide

61a High Street, Linton

891740

your local florist'EAGLE-LEGAL'
LEGAL CONSULTANCY

HELP & SUPPORT

Property Matters 
Probate/Wills

Matrimonial Problems
Legal Assistance

Debt Collection

Contract Dispute

Low Fees
Sound Advice, Home Appointments
For free quotation, no obligation:

Tel: 01799 520613

Mobile: 07811 897752

Website: www.eagle-legal.co.uk

À

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

01223 830550
B OU R N E  B R I D GE  A B I N GT O N  C A M B R I D GE

(n r  C O M F OR T  C A F E )

�  Authorised MOT centre
�  Free MOT retest
�  ALL MAKES serviced and repaired
�  Collection and Delivery Arranged
�  FREE use of courtesy car
�  Polite friendly staff
�  FREE Advice
�  Windscreens Fitted
A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE

CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT??

L INTO N
VILLAGE
MOTORS

Linton Computer Services
Tel 01223 893006

Mobile 07947 660810

Email sales@lintoncs.co.uk

Your Computer Problems Are Our Business

PC Sales & Repairs
Home Calls, Collection & Delivery
PC Servicing
Upgrade Services
Office & Home Networking
Data Recovery
Virus Help

www.lintoncs.co.uk

Inkjet Cartridges Now In Stock!
Epson
Canon

Hewlett Packard
Lexmark

LCS

E S T A B L I S H E D   1 9 7 0

INVESTORS PLANNING ASSOCIATES LIMITED

 ROGER  HICKFORD
Independent  Investment & Mortgage Adviser

East Anglia Office Associate & Authorised Independent Financial Adviser: 

Roger Hickford CertPFS.

1 D  Limberhurst Court, Haverhill Road, Horseheath, Cambridge. CB1 6RG

Tel: 01440 713533/713544   Fax: 01440 713544  Email: roger@ipa-cambridge.co.uk

All Aspects of Financial Services

Totally Independent – Experienced – Local

Call - with no obligation (01440) 713533/4

Investments    Business Insurance/Protection

Inheritance Tax Planning   Commercial Loans/Mortgages 

Mortgages    Savings

Pensions    Equity Release

A & T Groundworks Ltd
FRIENDLY SERVICE   LARGE & MINI DIGGERS FOR HIRE

Call Ashley on 01799-520298 - Mobile 07803745637

DRIV
ES &

PATIO
S

HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

HOUSE 

EXTENSIONS

PAINTING 

DECORATING

Chippy’s
Traditional Fish & Chips

Fresh fish daily Cod, Rock Eel, Skate, Haddock & Plaice
Burgers

Mushy Peas,
Curry Sauce

Pukka Pies, Chicken &
Mushroom, Steak &

Kidney, Minced Beef

Scampi,
BBQ Chicken,

Chicken Nuggets

Now in Linton every Thursday
We look forward to seeing you

out side of
Linton Junior School

Wheatsheaf Way 5 - 8pm

Charlotte’sCharlotte’sCharlotte’sCharlotte’sCharlotte’s
ChatroomChatroomChatroomChatroomChatroom



Our waiting list for
placing adverts is
currently closed

Our advertising Manager
is Judith Rouse
 Telephone or text
07749 198977

email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR
Can be put in the

Linton News Box
in the Post Office

Editor: Wendy Foster
11 Emsons Close
 Telephone or text

07821 610861
 email: lneditor@linton.info

THE LINTON N E W SN E W S
Next Publication Date 6th February 2006

DEADLINES for ADVERTS Monday 16th January
 and for NEWS ITEMS Friday 20th  January

For distribution queries
please contact:

Kate France 891602

the NAME 
for property 
in the AREA
    is:
Kevin Henry

       estate agents

tel: 01799 513632
www.kevinhenry.co.uk

Kevin Henry in association with other independent

Estate Agents offers the BEST coverage in the AREA

Reliable Local
Builder

From
conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 890769
Mobile 07813 070369

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

S/2286/05/LB  Dr Harris, Church Cottage, Church Lane,
Linton.  Alterations, removal of pantiled/
weatherboarded kitchen/shed and adjacent garage/
outbuilding. Heightening of front boundary wall.
Alteration and conversion of existing utility/pantry to
WC. Construction of extension attached to boundary
wall comprising single storeyed flat roofed link to
kitchen/breakfast room, utility room and master
bedroom with ensuite.

S/2288/05/F Dr Harris, Church Cottage, Church Lane, Linton.
Extension.

S/2298/05/F  The Papworth Trust, Land adjacent to 19 Rivey
Close, Linton. House.

S/2320/05/F  Mr Pleasance,  5 Balingdon Lane, Linton. Exten-
sion.
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Two headteachers of the past
THE arrival of Caroline
Derbyshire as the seventh
headteacher at Linton Village
College led me to think that
readers might be interested in
learning a little about two of
her predecessors.

The village college opened
in September 1937 and was
really a senior elementary
school with a communal
centre. It had cost £21,000 and
catered for 308 pupils from
Linton and surrounding vil-
lages. The curriculum was de-
signed to provide an agricul-
tural bias to school life and
there were no external exami-
nations.

The first head or warden
was Mr H Tomlinson who had
been second master at
Letchworth grammar school.
His stay was very brief; he
obviously preferred a more
academic institution, and he
left Linton in 1939 to become
headteacher of Sexey’s gram-
mar school in Somerset.

Mr Edwin Swannell then
assumed the role of warden at
the outbreak of war in 1939.
He was already employed as
the music, craft and art master
and had previously taught at
Pixmore secondary school in
Letchworth.

His headship spanned the
difficult war years and he
overcame tremendous obsta-
cles in acquiring suitable staff.
He ensured that college pupils
benefited from the new subsi-
dised school dinners, he
watched over the buildings

Picture from Garth Collard’s collection

THESE are exciting times at
Linton Village College –

and new principal Caroline Der-
byshire is looking forward to
tackling the challenges ahead.

There are major develop-
ments in the life of the college
on three fronts – a summer that
saw its best exam results, the
start of an extensive new build-
ing project for the college of the
future, and a new school being
built on site.

Ms Derbyshire, who starts
work this term after five and a
half years as deputy head of Saf-
fron Walden County High, said:
“The next few years are going to
be exciting and a huge change.
I’m very keen to make sure the
school continues to flourish.

“It’s been very successful
during the time that Clive Bush
was here, so my objective is to
make sure that that improve-
ment continues.

 Ms Derbyshire, 40, went on:
“The building programme will
almost reinvent the way the col-
lege looks. The original  remain
because it is a listed building but
almost all of the developments
at the college will be razed and
replaced by a fairly extensive
school for the future.

“Then there is the relation-
ship the college is going to have
with the new school that is being
built on the site – the Granta
School for children with special
educational needs – and the way
that develops is also going to be
very exciting.

“There are some things at the
college which have already got
their own momentum – the start
of the building project, the
Granta school, the continuation
of improvements in exam re-
sults – all of those things are
moving on.

“In a way I am in a lovely
position because I will see them
come to fruition over the next
five years. Making sure all goes

during every air raid, super-
vised the periodic influx of
evacuees and introduced
popular Friday evening film
shows.

Music was his great love
and college productions were
always highly successful. He
shocked the educational estab-
lishment by keeping pigs on
the site, selling some to local
butchers and diverting others
to the school canteen.

After the war, Linton be-
came a secondary modern
school and the warden success-
fully introduced new courses
for pupils staying on at school
to 15, after the raising of the
school leaving age in 1947. The
temporary hut building erected
in 1947 is still on site.

College numbers remained

under 280 throughout the
1950s and early 1960s since
our region was economically
undeveloped. School visits and
exchanges were the norm in
those days. Former pupils en-
thuse about their holidays
abroad in Switzerland, as well
as camping expeditions to
Robin Hood’s bay, Mundesley
and the Lake District.

Ill health dogged Mr

Swannell by the early 1960s
and this, together with national
pressures to introduce more
GCE examination courses, led
him to choose early retirement
in December 1964.

Above all else he was con-
cerned with the welfare and
well-being of every child, and
former pupils recall their
schooldays with affection.

well is a high priority for me.”
Ms Derbyshire, who was

born in Manchester and spent
most of her childhood years in
Oxfordshire, brings a wealth of
experience to her new post. Her
parents were both teachers and
she has been in the profession
for 18 years.

Her husband, Michael
Murray, is also a head teacher,
having just started in charge at
the Ramsey School in Halstead.

“Our careers have always
been like that,” said Ms Derby-
shire. “Mike will make a move
and then I will, or vice versa.
“We met when we were both
studying at Cambridge Univer-
sity. We settled in Cambridge
initially when we got married
and then moved to Linton about
18 months ago when we wanted
a bigger house for our children,
Alice, seven, and Tom, six.

“I love Linton; it’s extremely
friendly and people are very
community minded. Having
lived in a city, you really notice
that and appreciate it. We got to

know people very, very quickly
when we moved into the village
and made lots of friends.”

One of the most rewarding
aspects of her job, she says, is to
see children develop and grow
while at school.

“It usually takes two years to
get comfortable and embedded
at a school,” she explained.
“Then you really begin to feel as
if you’re having an impact. Af-
ter another three years, you have
seen a cohort of children coming
in at 11 and moving into the
sixth form or leaving when
they’re 16 and to see that devel-
opment is a very nice cycle.”

One aspect of teaching about
which Ms Derbyshire feels very
passionate is the children’s ex-
perience in the classroom.

“One of my main interests is
the way that children learn,” she
says. “I think knowledge of that
is developing all the time. It
comes from an understanding of
how the brain works, of how
children learn in ways that are
different from the ways that
adults learn.

“In the past two or three years,
teachers have discovered more
strategies to assist children in
their learning. The actual craft
of teaching so that you get the
very best out of children is some-
thing that I will be working on
with staff.”

Ms Derbyshire’s final mes-
sage is: “I’m very much look-
ing forward to my new role
and continuing the success
that Clive Bush has gener-
ated, and listening to the
views of parents and young
people in the community.”

LNT

My challenge, by the
LVC’s new principal

LUCIE CALOW, the headteacher of the
new Granta school, writes: “I am very
excited to report that the new school (for
pupils of all ages with a range of learning
needs) is taking shape in Linton.

“Built next to Linton Village College,
the new school will provide an impressive
hub in the area for education, health and
family support. The new building will
include a gym hall, hydrotherapy pool,
sensory rooms, specialist ICT and subject
rooms as well as purpose-built classrooms
and a library.

“I was pleased to be able to invite LVC
school council representatives Dave Stock
and Ellie Abbott to visit the site recently,
and was able to offer them an exclusive
view from the rooftops.

“Local headteachers have also had the
opportunity to take an early look at the
new school and Clive Bush, former LVC
principal, has been a frequent visitor.

“I am very much looking forward to
developing close links with the staff and
pupils at LVC and to Granta becoming a
vibrant part of the Linton community.

“I can be contacted by email on
head@granta.cambs.sch.uk or written to
at room B211, Castle Court, Shire Hall,
Castle Hill, Cambridge CB3 OAP if I can
be of any assistance.”

Granta school takes shape

Exciting times ahead for Caroline Derbyshire

Pupils at the old fountain outside the entrance

Ellie Abbott reaches the heights

The Way We Were by Garth Collard



SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

Linton Community Sports Centre
 The FITNESS Suite
Whatever your fitness need, come &
see our new range of fitness equipment,
changing rooms & public-only entrance
Now open throughout the school day,
& open 52 weeks of the year!

NEW! Floodlit All Weather Football Pitch
For more information—call or email now!

 Tel: 01223 890248
E-mail: lintoncommunitysportscentre@hotmail.co.uk

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services

for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling

Door / Window Replacement

Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening

Painting, Decorating

Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 

15 years industry experience.

Very reasonable rates.

Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson

(Home) 01223 893114 / 893896

(Mobile) 07963 854653

Your local CORGI Gas installer – 25 Years Experience

For all your domestic Plumbing, Heating and Gas
Appliance Installation and Maintenance Requirements

Telephone: 01223 893686
Mobile:     07973 262776

e-mail: info@gascare.gb.com

website: www.gascare.gb.com

The Dog & Duck
16th Century Riverside Inn

Telephone: 01223 891257 
Website: www.doganducklinton.co.uk

MORNING TEA & COFFEE SHOP
Open Monday to Saturday from 9.30am
Large choice of coffees & teas, plus biscuits, cakes,

hot buttered croissants & toasted teacakes.
A lovely warm environment in which to relax and escape the winter chill.

COME ON IN AND TRY US
(Please use patio garden entrance to Riverside Restaurant)

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield Rise, Linton
Tel: 01223 892988

Quiet modern bungalow
Families welcome 

No Smoking
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Parish Council MattersParish Council Matters

A pupil from the Heights,
representing a group of
friends, came to one of the
Parish Council meetings to
address the council during
Open Forum (Public Partici-
pation). Her request was for
some more exciting play-
ground equipment at the rec-
reation ground. The Chair-
man asked if she had any
idea what sort of play equip-
ment she would like, the an-
swer that came back was not
what he expecting. ‘A twirly
thing’ was the reply. After
much discussion on what ‘a
twirly thing’ was, the Chair-
man asked if the representa-
tive would do some research
on the matter and come back
to the Parish Council with
her findings.

Over the next week she
arranged with her friends to
troll through all the play-
ground equipment bro-
chures that were available.
After identifying the sort of
equipment they would like,
they set off on a bright Sun-
day morning to test them
out. With the help of two
‘very young at heart’ adults
they set off on their adven-
ture to see how the play-
ground equipment they had
identified, was going to
stand up to their rigorous
scrutiny.

They didn’t have to wait
long, the first stop was at
Abington, where they put a
Supanova through its paces
(a Supanova is the giant ring

in the picture). After they
had finished on the
Supanova they were off on
the other equipment that
Abington has had installed.
Then it was the turn of the
‘very young at heart’ adults
to see what this supanova
thing was all about. Well
you sit on it and because it’s
on a slant and the top of the
ring is on bearings it is free-
moving and you end up at
the bottom, when another
person gets on there is no
doubt who is carrying more
‘muscle’! But, have teams

of children on each side and
they can have all sorts of
fun.

Moving on from Abing-
ton and on to Cambridge,
and more play equipment to
sample. After a brief stop in
Romsey, we headed for
Arbury (now there’s an ex-
perience), to hunt down a
Dorado (a Dorado is the
larger piece of equipment in
the picture). After asking the
shopkeeper where the play-
ground was situated, the kids
ran in and there it was ....
with arms sticking out and

poles coming off them ....
you guessed it the ‘twirly
thing’! It was like Christmas
had come early for them,
they were all over it having
a great time, going round
and round on the twirly
thing. Then it was time for
the ‘very young at heart’
adults to have a go. Well, I
haven’t laughed so much for
a long time, the children
made it look easy, it seems
to be all about balance, get it
wrong and you can’t stop
spinning! My sides were
aching with laughter. So the

children were convinced
that’s what they would like
in their recreation ground.

We were not finished yet;
we now had to head for
Swavesey. Swavesey have
just had their village play
equipment completely re-
placed. Yes it was all brand
new. The kids loved it all
and the ‘very young at heart’
had a good time as well.

The only way we could
retrieve the children from
the play area was a trip to
‘The big M’, it worked a
treat, and they were back in
the car raring to go.

In the Parish Council of-
fice there is a larger picture
of the one on this page, of
the recreation ground with
these two pieces of play

equipment superimposed on
it, to show you how the area
will look when it’s com-
plete.

Unfortunately all these
things come at a cost, the
total cost of this project is in
the region of £20,000, the
Parish Council have budg-
eted for 10% of the total cost
within their Precept, so we
are looking for more dona-
tions from local businesses
and grants from various
funding organisations.

If you can help with a
small donation or have any
ideas of funds that would
bring these children’s
dreams to reality could you
please contact me on 891372
or contact the Parish Clerk
on 891001.

Bob Hammett

Meet the Supernova and the Dorado, fun for children and adults alike

Bob Hammett on the Dorado, all in the interest of
research!!

THE SHAPE OF PLAY TO COME.....

THE HIGH STREET IS BACK!
HAVE you noticed we have a
‘High Street’? Well, you might
ask yourself what is the Chair-
man referring to? We have al-
ways had a High Street, and
that’s what it’s about. I re-
ceived a verbal reference to it
some time ago, and if you are
like me, you are all on autopi-
lot turning into the unmarked
road?

We received a letter recently
so I had to investigate and was
true from the Cambridge Road
end of the village there were
not any signs to say that you

were turning into Linton High
Street. I was informed that the
last sign was damaged and
never replaced when a car ran
into the garage next to the clock
house. I asked the staff in the
office to enquire about getting
them renewed. It happed so
quickly that I was thanked for
getting the street signs replaced
before the office even knew! So
off I had to go and have look, and
sure enough there they are.

Therefore I would like to
thank all the people concerned
for getting them replaced.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
from all at

LINTON PARISH
COUNCIL

Road signs for the High Street Back by popular demand!



DANIEL SAYER

Mobile: 07971 603557

32 Finchams Close

Linton, Cambs

CB1 6NE

Tel & Fax: 01223 890503

e-mail dan@dgdecor.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTERS
AND DECORATORS

BED AND
BREAKFAST

at
THE OLD BAKERY
WEST WRATTING

CAMBRIDGE
CB1 5LU

Also cottage to rent for holidays,
weekends and short-term breaks.

(situated at West Wratting)
Sleeps six people

Tel: David or Carol
(01223) 290492

PIANO FOR

PLEASURE

RICHARD C GODEL
MA (Hons) (Oxford)

ARCO Dip. Ed. (Reading)

TEACHER of PIANO & ORGAN
THEORY, SINGING

EXAMINATION WORK &
DIPLOMA WORK

All beginners, advanced pupils 
and returners welcome

Linton School of Music
63 Finchams Close, Linton, CB1 6ND

01223 893941

Family Resource
Centre

Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton
Wednesdays during term time

Tots in Tow
Pre-school Baby & Toddler 

Group, 10 to 11.30am

Dads and Tots
09.30-11.am Sat (monthly)
Tel: John Thorne 891952 for 
dates and more information

Hosts for SCDC Housing Surgery.
See our calendar for dates.
www.lintoncornerstone.org

or ring Tracey 894656
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LINTON PARISH
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Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton,
Cambridge, CB1 6JS. Tel: C. 891001

www.lintonpc.org.uk
Clerk to the Council - Mrs Sue Parry

 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com
Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon, & 4–6pm,

Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon
Or by appointment

Parish Council dates for Full Council meetings:
January 5th and 19th; February 2nd and 16th

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre
and commence at 8pm

 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilmin
MINUTES of the meeting
of Linton Parish Council
held at the Cathodeon Cen-
tre on 3rd November 2005.

Approval of the minutes
of the meeting held on 20th

October 2005, were ap-
proved and signed.

Matters arising from the
minutes of 20th October not
already listed.
Item 113 - the Clerk con-
firmed that Dan Schumann
will be attending the meet-
ing on 16th February to talk
about the heritage trail.

Consideration of the min-
utes of the Planning meet-
ings held on 20th and 24th

October 2005. The minutes
of the meetings were con-
sidered and agreed.  Phase 2
Paynes Meadow; decision
regarding the hedge border-
ing the open space and Rivey
Lane. It was agreed that
Hundred Houses will be
consulted and ask to leave
the gap open and not plant

any hedging.
Reports from Co-

ordinators:
Open Spaces - Cllr Clay re-
ported that some remedial work
to paths had been carried out
by Ringway.
Recreation Ground -Cllr

Kenyon reported that the dead
willow tree has honey fungus.
No decision was made whether
to have the tree and/or root
removed. The Clerk is meeting
with John Hellingsworth,
SCDC Tree Officer on Tues-
day 8th November. Council will
be guided by his advice.

A lengthy discussion took
place regarding the blocked
drains on the recreation
ground. It was decided that
more information was required
as to their location before any
jetting by contractors could

take place. Cllr Potter agreed
to investigate.
Cemetery - Cllr Gee reported
that the cemetery working
party were due to meet
shortly. Cllr Potter asked that
the working party also re-
port on the condition of the
tarmac paths in the cem-
etery.
Rights of Way - Cllr Rossiter
had previously distributed a
draft letter to CCC regard-
ing a biodiversity project. It
was agreed that the letter
should be sent. Cllr Rossiter
reported that she had re-
cently walked footpath no 9.
This is a diagonal path
across a field and discussion
had taken place for it to be re
sited along the boundary. Cllr

Rossiter now suggests that
this does not take place as
the views from the footpath
are beautiful and would not
be seen from the edge of the
field. She also commented
on a new metal barn near

Hollow Road FP No 8,
which is very conspicuous.
She also commented that al-
though the front view of
Camgrain is being screened the
rear view should also be
screened. She also suggested
that on any future application
Council request that buildings
be screened from all sides.  Cllr

Rossiter also reported that the
gate at Green Hill Farm is still
firmly locked. Cllr Batchelor re-
plied that it is acceptable to
keep this gate locked.  A large
warehouse sign has appeared
on the A1307 opposite the ga-
rage. Clerk to inform High-
ways.
Venture Playground - The
Clerk thanked Cllr Hammett for
his very prompt attention to the
playground equipment fol-
lowing a report from Zurich

Insurance.
Leadwell Meadows - Cllr

Cox reported that the river

is choked with vegetation.
Glebe Land - Cllr Rossiter had
nothing to report.
Churchyard - Cllr Gore reported
that the inaugural meeting of the
Churchyard Working Party had
taken place. The working party
consisted of 2 parochial church
members and 3 parish council-
lors. Cllr Cox had been appointed
Chair.

All items from correspond-
ence sheet 9 (Oct) were noted.
Of particular interest:
Item 50 – report from Mrs

Anderson, Tree Warden. It was
agreed to accept her recommen-
dations and this item will be
passed to Finance Committee
for approval.
Item 57 – Zurich Insurance have
agreed to pay for repairs to the
bus shelter by the fire station.

Confirmation of Clerk’s po-
sition – 6 month review; it was
agreed to confirm the Clerk’s
position.

Matters Arising (for informa-
tion only)

In February 2005 it was
agreed to send a donation of
£750 to Magpas, however this
had not been paid. As this was in
last year’s budget adequate funds
do not exist in this years S.137
budget. This item will be for-
warded to Finance.

Cllr Rossiter reported that a
street light outside the old
Barclays Bank building had been
damaged. She asked that this be
replaced with a lamp more sym-
pathetic to the conservation
area. The Clerk will check
what is available.

The meeting closed at 21.05.

MINUTES of the meeting of
Linton Parish Council held at
the Cathodeon Centre on 17th

November 2005.
Approval of the minutes of

the meeting held on 3rd No-
vember 2005. These were ap-
proved and signed.

Matters arising from the
minutes of the meeting on 3rd

November 2005 not already
listed.
Item 126 - ii) Recreation
Ground. It was agreed that the
dead willow should be cut
down and left on site, contrary
to the advice of SCDC Tree
Officer.
Item 126 - ii) Cllrs Kenyon and
Potter to meet to discuss drain-
age.
Item 126 - iv) Cllr Hammett
suggested that councillors visit
Camgrain. Councillors had a
guided tour several years ago.

Report from the Police.
There was none.

Report from the County Cllr

Batchelor, 15 interactive traf-
fic signs will be installed be-
tween Haverhill and Four
Went Ways roundabout. He
had attended a meeting regard-
ing the pressure and expendi-
ture on CC budgets.

Report from District Cllr

Batchelor, had attended a
meeting to confirm the ongo-
ing cuts at SCDC. A further
meeting to re-organise the
management contact centre
and to develop it further over
the next year, had also taken
place.

Cllr Bald commented on the
length of time council houses
appeared to be empty. Cllr

Batchelor asked for specifics.
Cllr Bald also asked if there was
a policy regarding refurbish-
ment. Cllr Batchelor replied that
a government requirement is
the ‘Decent Houses Stand-
ards’. Cllr Kenyon asked what
percentage of the budget goes
toward the pension fund for
past employees. Cllr Batchelor
thought it was in the region of
17-24% because of a shortfall
based on final salary.

Cllr Smith had previously
distributed a report regarding
the redevelopment of Cam-
bridge Railway Station. Cllr

Batchelor handed the Clerk a
paper on Historical Resource
and Cultural Centre (HRCC)
Consultation. A copy will be
sent to the Historical Society.

Written reports from coun-
cil representatives including

minutes of the Churchyard
Management Working Group
had previously been distrib-
uted. These will be discussed
at the next meeting on 1st De-
cember. A report regarding
trees in the cemetery had also
been distributed and will also
be discussed at the next meet-
ing.

Consideration of minutes of
Planning Committee meetings
held on 3rd and 7th November
2005. These were considered
and agreed with one amend-
ment. In this amendment Cllr

Kenyon wanted her objection
written within these minutes.

Standing Orders were con-
sidered and amendments were
made. One item relating to An-
nual Parish Meeting/Parish
AGM procedures required
clarification. The Clerk will

check with CALC.
Recreational Land – the land

known as the Water Meadows
adjacent to Finchams Close,
has been earmarked for possi-
ble purchase. Cllr Potter con-
firmed that it is the policy of
the Parish Council to try to
purchase that land. Cllr

Batchelor reported that all lo-
cal landowners have objections
regarding the Local Develop-

ment Framework and no deci-
sion will be made for a further
year. It was agreed that the
decision be deferred until then.
Cllr Batchelor will check to see
if this land is on the list of
objections.

All items from Correspond-
ence Sheet 10 (Nov) 2005 were
noted. Of particular interest:
Item 21 - Library development
meeting. Cllr Bald hoped to
attend and requested date.
Item 25 - Mrs Griffiths, Joiners
Court - regarding street sign.
Clerk to contact Highways.
Item 28 - Mr Knight, Essex
Gardens - regarding drains –
Cllr Potter has this in hand.
Item 29 - Mr Tucker, SCDC -
questionnaire regarding Code
of Conduct Training. All
Councillors to complete and
return it to the Clerk.
Items 17 and 33 - regarding
business premises sign. This
had already been discussed at
the planning meeting.

Matters Arising (for infor-
mation only)

Cllr Hammett showed a pro-
posed plan for new play equip-
ment on the Recreation
Ground.

Cllr Bald voiced her con-
cerns regarding the proposed
move of Papworth Hospital to
the Addenbrooke’s site and its
impact on the village and the
need for affordable housing.

Cllr Bald also highlighted the
proposed merger of the Pri-
mary Care Trusts and how this
could affect healthcare in the
village.

Cllr Cox reported that he had
completed the rotovation work
in the cemetery.

Cllr Potter reported that
hedges had been cut and asked
councillors to report any that
had been missed.

The meeting closed at 21.55

Water Meadows at
Finchams Close

Phase II Paynes Meadow - the gap to Rivey Lane

The river at Leadwell
Meadows in need of attention


