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THE first stop  four Linton
travellers made on their

3000-mile odyssey across
America was ... LINTON!

That’s Linton, Indiana, a
small US town where the four
Cambridgeshire men made
front-page news ... and got a
free lunch!

The four - Gary Donaldson,
34, Dominic Hannam, 24,
Andy Harmer, 50, and Graham
Wright, 46 - made  their trip
across the US last autumn after
coming up with the idea dur-
ing a casual conversation in
the Crown pub one evening.

While planning their itiner-
ary, they noticed that their
route to the first planned stop,
Nashville, went straight
through a town called Linton.

So, last October after flying
to Chicago to start their trip
and picking up their
Winnebago recreational vehi-
cle that was to be their home
for most of the next 18 days,
they headed for Linton.

 Arriving about 10pm,  they
spent the night in a car park
and the next morning called in
at Linton’s own newspaper,
the Linton Daily Citizen, to
give the US Lintonians copies
of our own Linton News and
tell them about their Cam-
bridgeshire “twin”.

 The editor was interested
in their story and a reporter
interviewed them on the spot,
later making their story the
front-page splash (see picture).

The four were then taken to
meet  Linton’s mayor, a former
miner called Tom Jones, who
immediately cancelled all his
appointments for the day and
took the travellers out to lunch.

Gary said: “The mayor
wanted us to stay and meet the
police chief and the fire chief
and take us out to see a historic

LINTON FRIENDS MAKE
FRONT-PAGE NEWS

... IN LINTON, INDIANA

bridge  from the 1800s they
were rebuilding but we didn’t
have time - we weren’t sure
how long it would take us to
drive across the US and get to
Las Vegas for our flight home.”

Linton is a small town of
about 6000 people, slightly
bigger than our Linton and
more spread out.

Lintonians are clearly
proud of their town and to
advertise its merits, there is a
sign over a town centre car
park telling visitors  “You’ll
Like Linton”.

The ever-present golden
arches of McDonald’s are
prominent - the fast-food out-
let is one of about a dozen
such restaurants in the town.

Graham said that Linton
has  many churches, a crazy
golf course and a water tower
- but no zoo! However, they
do have their own swimming
pool, which was built in 1934.

There is also a 24-hour
Walmart selling all the usual
supermarket goods - plus
something you won’t find in
our own Co-op - shotguns.

The four said Mayor Jones was
delighted that they had stopped
off to see their fellow
Lintonians and added that he
was keen to establish links with
their Cambridgeshire “twin”.

Gary added: “When this
issue of the Linton News
comes out,  we are going to
send some copies plus various
photos of Linton to Mayor
Jones.”

After Linton, the four went
on to visit Nashville, New Or-
leans, Memphis, Dallas,
Amarillo and Albuquerque.

They then drove across the
Arizona and Nevada deserts
and spent a couple of days see-
ing the “awesome” Grand Can-
yon, finally reaching their des-
tination of Las Vegas after
crossing 11 states and cover-
ing 3015 miles.

The biggest crisis of the
whole trip came when the
Winnebago’s fridge broke
down, threatening the prospect
of warm beer. Fortunately,
makeshift repairs saved the
day.

LNT

UP in the attic above my
room, there is, or rather

there was, a beautiful rocking
horse; Ben’s rocking horse. It
was a beautiful horse. He had an
amazingly dark brown mane,
which matched his deep chestnut
tail, and he always seemed to be
swishing it!

His eyes were a glistening deep
blue, outlined with long, flickering,
golden lashes. His eyes always
looked like they had a smile in
them; it could have just been a
cheeky glint.  He had pure white
hair, like untouched snow, and his
nose was as black as coal, maybe
even blacker.

Ben loved his rocking horse, he
really did, he loved it to bits, so you

can probably imagine how he must
have felt when it disappeared.

He was really confused, he just
could not understand why his
horse was gone, poor Ben. All

Elise’s rocking horse wins ... by a head

A greeting
sign over
Linton’s
downtown
parking
lot is an
indication
of the
pride the
citizens of
the
Indiana
town take
in their
home

that was left of his horse was its
ruby red saddle, the one with the
little golden horses. They are
embroidered all around the
edges, stretched in full gallop,
and dotted around as if they are
running wild all over the saddle.
His spotless emerald green stand
was left behind too.

This is the bit I really don’t
understand. I don’t understand
why whoever stole him (if some-
one did) went to the effort of
removing him from his stand.
The horse doesn’t even rock
without it. It isn’t worth any
money without its stand so it’s
silly really .

I wonder if we will ever get
him back.

Last year, the Linton News spon-
sored a creative writing award for
Year 6 pupils at Linton Heights
school with £50 token for the win-
ner.

In a close contest, 10-year-old
Elise Fletcher has been awarded
the prize for her stylish writing
and imaginative  language and
use of colour in her short  story
about the mysterious disappear-
ance of a rocking horse.

The front
page story
in the
Linton
Daily
Citizen
about the
four UK
Lintonians
and their
time in
Indiana.
Mayor
Tom Jones
is  in the
centre

Weekly: Whist Drive, 7.30pm, Mondays   Village Hall
Weekly: Men’s Keep Fit Club, 8pm, Mondays LVC
Weekly: Linton Chess Club, 7.30pm, Tuesdays Village Hall
Weekly: WEA class, 10-11.30am, Tuesdays V H
Weekly: Story Time, 2.15-2.45pm, Tuesdays Library
Weekly: IT Club, 7pm, Tuesdays Cathodeon Centre
Weekly: Linton Radio Race Car Club, 6-10pm, Wednesdays V H
Weekly: Tots in Tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays in term time V H
Weekly: Rock Cafe, 1.30-3pm, Wednesdays in term time V H
Weekly: Little Acorns, 10am-11.30am, Thursdays V H
Weekly: Carpet Bowls, 7.30pm, Thursdays V H
Weekly: Bridge Club, 7pm, Fridays Cathodeon Centre

March
 5 Linton Guides’ Jumble Sale, 2pm Linton Infants School
 5 Farmers’ Market, 10am-1pm LVC
 6 Camera Club  Awayday, 9.30am Coles Lane car park
 8 VIP Club, 7.30pm Chalklands
 8 Garden Club, 7.30pm Village Hall
 9 SCDC Housing Surgery, 1.30-3pm Village Hall
 9 Lent Lunch, 12pm 8 The Furrells
10 NSPCC Bring & Buy, 10.30-12pm Manor House, Green Lane
15 Historical Society, 7.30pm Village Hall
16 CAMTAD, Hearing Help, 9am-12noon Health Centre
16 Lent Lunch, 12pm 38 Symonds Lane
17 Linton Parish Council, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
19 Dads & Tots, 9.30-11am Village Hall
19 Linton Music Society concert, 7.30pm St Mary’s Church
19 Scout Car Wash, 10am-2pm Dog and Duck, Linton
20 Garden open day, 1-5pm Balsham Manor
23 SCDC Housing Surgery, 1.30-3pm Village Hall
23 Citizens Advice Bureau, 1.30-2.30pm Village Hall
23 Lent Lunch, 12pm Chalklands Community Centre

Refuse collection: 7th, 21st.
Recycling collection: 14th,, 29th

April
1 Blood Donor Session 1.30-3.30pm & 4.30-7pm Village Hall
2 Farmers’ Market, 10am-1pm LVC
3 Camera Club Awayday, 9.30am Coles Lane car park
5 WI,  7.30pm Village Hall
6 SCDC Housing Surgery, 1.30-3pm Village Hall
7 Luncheon Club, 12.15pm The Crown
7 Linton Parish Council, 8pm Cathodeon Centre

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 2-5pm;
Wednesday 2-5pm, 6-8pm; Thursday Closed; Friday 10.30am-
1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon.

12 VIP, 2pm Chalklands Community Centre
12 Garden Club, 7.30pm Village Hall
16 Skating (family sessions), 12-4pm Linton Heights
16 Linton Music Society (William Fong – Piano), 7.30pm LVC
19 Historical Society, 7.30pm Village Hall
20 SCDC Housing Surgery, 1.30-3pm Village Hall
21 Linton Parish Council, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
27 Citizens Advice Bureau, 1.30-2.30pm Village Hall

BLOOD DONOR
SESSION

on Friday 1st April
    1 – 3.30pm &

4.30 – 7pm
in Linton Village Hall

PLEASE COME
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Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon 9-5 pm
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens 
Monday & Tuesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
 Wednesday & Thursday

Clean plates, Clean glasses, 
Clean prep. surfaces, Clean toilets

Economically, Purely, simply biologically
Many choices from a range of detergents -

degreasers - descalers - toilet rolls - 
kitchen rolls - powders and liquids. 

Daily deliveries- monthly accounts- c.o.d.  
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POINT CONTACT
AT THE GRIP

Cash and Collect
Telephone 01223 894000

For  

Hygiene products business to business

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services

for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

FROM WHERE I’M SITTING
by TONY SMITH

THE odd spring-like days ahead give me hope that the season
of Glumner is almost over. The garden beckons Sue and me to start

planning to rectify the mistakes we made last year as we both are
complete novices when it comes to knowing what will go where. Many
of our shrubs and plants have grown well, despite our poor soil and we
have to think carefully about the front garden this year in particular, as
major changes are ahead for our part of Paynes Meadow because of the
plans to build 20 new homes next to our bungalow.

It will mean that we lose our block-paved road and paths in favour
of tarmac in order to withstand the large volume of traffic used in
construction and in the coming years to serve the new estate. The plans
look very good in general and I know much thought has been given to
retain the hedgerows and minimise the effects of such a project on the
Rivey path and surrounding area. One of the proposed properties is to
be another specially adapted Papworth Trust bungalow, a mirror
image of ours, and I have been working very hard to try to ensure that
everyone involved in the project gives some thought to the special
needs of the future occupants, a luxury we unfortunately never had
ourselves.

It is always easy to be critical of those who are not in the same
position as myself for not automatically knowing what troubles are
lying in wait for the less able-bodied among us, but in so many
cases since meeting and talking to people, the fact it does not affect
the majority of us means that much of the time, little changes that
have such a huge effect get overlooked by people who are not
affected. The new bungalow, like ours and the one in Flaxfields,
brings with it a few problems with access to the village which I am
bringing up in the hope that we can effect changes so that they are
in place around the time when the new estate is finished.

 However, I must report that my efforts have not gone at all
smoothly as there does seem to be a consensus that being disabled
means that one has lost one’s brain, and because I choose to smile a
great deal, this is obviously seen an indication that  I am quite bonkers,
which you have to be where some people are concerned. I really feel
in my experiences over the years that discrimination against disabled
people is very much alive in the 21st century. But this has been
somewhat tempered by the realisation that in general, people do not
care, or simply are unaware as the problem does not affect them. So
easily though, this can change as I have found to my cost.

This fact is the most difficult to convey but must be acknowledged,
as our villages have a high proportion of people who cannot get around
- elderly, disabled and mothers with prams and buggies represent quite
a high percentage not a minority, and because one can walk today does
not automatically guarantee that one will be able to next week. This is
the lottery in which every one of us takes part - the lottery of life.

At a recent trip to hospital, I was talking to a lovely man in charge
of hospital transport at Addenbrooke’s. He has to arrange a total of 700
hospital cars a day, around 186,000 a year. A mind-boggling task
which we only moan about when our car is 10 or 15 minutes late. No
wonder!

Some other facts about Addenbrooke’s make interesting reading.
Addenbrooke’s hospital first opened on 13th October 1766 with 20 beds
and is nowadays the biggest employer in Cambridgeshire, employing
more than 6000 staff. No wonder that I am always tired when coming home
from Addenbrooke’s as the length of all the corridors and walkways  is
more than six miles. Two more interesting facts ... the hospital uses enough
toilet rolls in one week to last an average family more than 10 years, and
the WRVS coffee shop in outpatients serves 5400 drinks a week. We take
our hospital for granted and some decry it for being too large, but people
travel from all parts of the country for treatment. How very glad I am to have
to go only seven miles down the road.

Please take care of yourselves and one another, and I’ll see you next

FEBRUARY is
    thought of as a dreary

month but it’s also a time for
early flowers, and ‘birthday
posies’ for last month’s meet-
ing  were beautiful snowdrops
from a member’s garden. What
a lovely way to welcome the
new month.

Best wishes were sent to
two members who were un-
well but the lively chatter sug-
gested everyone else was on
good form.

Names were invited for the
Denman College Bursary draw
– the winner  will be announced
at the annual meeting.

Correspondence and out-
ings were discussed, as was
the purchase of a sound system
to improve the quality of meet-
ings for members no longer
able to hear well.

President Tricia Lewis wel-
comed Philis Baptie, who had
been quietly setting up a  splen-
did array of dolls’ houses and
furniture, to speak on dolls’
houses and miniatures.

Starting with probably the
earliest recorded house, dating
from 1558 in Bavaria, we went
through picture records of in-
credibly elaborate specimens
until people said “We had one
just like that”, which was the
Triang’s house (1940-50) and
then the famous “Playmobil
House”.

The degree of craftsman-
ship in many cases was stag-
gering and made us all appre-
ciate how talented were those
who made them.

Next meeting is on Tuesday
1st March when the subject will
be The Work of the RNLI.

Clare Neville

TWO Lintonians who moved into the
brand new bungalows at Flaxfields on

15th December were born and brought up in
two of Linton’s oldest houses.

Jack Noakes, 85, was born in 1 Coles
Lane, where he lived until he returned from
the army after the second world war. A
much sought-after ‘des res’ now, Jack tells
of the Robert Coles’ house when the privy
was 20 paces across the yard, and the
contents emptied into a trench or hole dug
by his father each week, of boiling water in
a big copper with a fire beneath for the
weekly wash or for the big tin bath for a
personal scrubdown.

After his marriage Jack and his wife
Vera were offered one of the new houses
built in Chalklands in 1954. They were
delighted by the mod cons of running hot
water heated by the boiler behind the open
fire, an immersion heater in summer and an
upstairs bathroom.

 After his retirement in 1981, Jack and
Vera moved again to a new bungalow at 32
Flaxfields. Now, almost 25 years later Jack
is one of the first residents to move into the
specially designed two-bedroom bungalows

ALTHOUGH he is a
scriptwriter for East-

Enders and Holby City, Cam-
bridge playwright Nick
Warburton confessed that his
real love is radio when he spoke
to members of the Friends of St

Mary’s recently.
With 35 plays for radio al-

ready under his belt, the most
frequent question  is “Where
do you get your ideas from?”
Using recorded excerpts from

in Flaxfields. He is particularly pleased
with his new kitchen, which he says “is
twice the size of No. 32,”  where he used to
stand in the middle and touch both walls.

His neighbour, Mary Wright, 72, was
born at No. 6 Maltings Cottages. She was
only 18 when she married Tom and they
moved to No. 4 , where their two sons were
born. “I loved it there. We didn’t have any
money but it was great fun,” says Mary.

 She moved to one of the new Wimpey-
built houses in Chalklands to be near her
mother who looked after the two boys while
Mary was working.

Mary is also pleased with her new
bungalow in Flaxfields. Having a corner
plot with a south-facing living room, she
enjoys a sunny aspect and has enough
garden at the rear to be able to sit out
without the work of a larger patch.

Both Jack and Mary are worried that
their old homes in Flaxfields will remain
empty like two nearby bungalows, vacant
for more than two years. “It’s a shame to
leave those bungalows empty.  They could
still be good homes for someone.”

  Kate France 891602

the broadcasts, he explained
how an idea may be suggested
by other people, or something
he had read or heard about, and
then in the writing his personal
feelings or experiences mould
the finished script.

To explain further, he re-
ferred to David Copperfield as
a character, but beside him
stood Charles Dickens using
Copperfield to write an autobi-
ography.

Nick’s next TV contribu-
tion will be three episodes of
“Born and Bred”, which the
Corporation is planning to
screen  on BBC1 in the near
future.

The afternoon raised £145
towards the Friends’ funds
which are devoted to the pres-
ervation of the church build-
ing.

Miss M Clark
892093

Secrets of an EastEnders’ scriptwriter

Dolls’ houses
through
the ages

Lintonians in Flaxfields move
out of the old and into the new

Neighbours: Jack Noakes and Mary Wright outside their new homes in Flaxfields
Picture by Roger Lapwood

Bed &
Breakfast

Denise Kiddie

27, High Street, 
Linton

Tel 01223 893478

Large ground 
floor room

with king size bed
Families welcome

CRYSTAL CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic Cleaning
t: 01440 760806

m: 0790 3063242
e: crystalcleaningservices@hotmail.com

Professional, reliable, fully insured, 
regular cleans, spring cleans

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

month.

Linton Beauty Clinic

113 High Street, Linton    Tel: 01223 890303

All aspects of beauty therapy undertaken by 

qualified therapist; MGPBT, ITEC

IBD GEL NAIL EXTENSION AND

FAST TANNING SUNBEDS AVAILABLE

Please pop in for price list or 

free consultation on beauty treatments



March 2005

Post and email addresses and deadline for letters on page 8
Please note: All letters for publication must be supplied with a full name and address to

enable us to check their authenticity. Any letters without these details will not be printed.

Page 3

'E AGLE - LE GAL'

LE GAL C ON SU LTAN C Y

LE GAL H E LP AN D SU PPORT

DEBT COLLECTION AND CONTRACT DISPUTE

LOW FEES

For free quotation no obligation

Tel: 01799 520613               Mobile: 07811897752

Website. www.eagle-legal.co.uk 

Sound Advice Home Appointments

PROPERTY MATTERS

MATRIMONIAL PROBLEMS

PROBATE/WILLS

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone (01799) 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough
to deal with most accountancy and taxation matters

(ranging from personal tax returns to audit of
limited companies).

For an initial consultation (without obligation)
please contact Richard King

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821
e: chapelifa@aol.com

De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB1 6JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

Bike 
RepairsBBike

ANYTHING YOU NEED 
DOING TO YOUR BIKE,
CALL   07813389503

REPAIR
S FITTINGS

S
E
R

V
IC

E

NEW PARTS

Kumon: an education for life
Whatever your child wants to achieve in life, a 
solid foundation in maths and English is 
essential. With the year-round Kumon 
programmes, children develop confidence, 
discipline and study skills that last them a 
lifetime.

Call your local Kumon study centre today

LINTON CENTRE

MRS K TUMBER 01223 893578

For almost 50 years, children around the world have 
benefited from studying the Kumon maths and native 
language programmes. 45,000 children of all ages and 
abilities are currently enrolled at study centres 

throughout the UK.

E L E C T R I C A L

Electrical Installations
Periodic Inspection Reports

Tel: 01223 893 497
Mobile: 07976 838 373

N.C. Bowden
PAULINE'S

CHILDCARE IN 
LINTON

FOR UNDER FIVES
Ofsted registered

Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

Dear Editor
It is Saturday evening and I
am sitting on my sofa, reading
my Linton News and feel the
need to reply to Gillian Lee’s
letter.

 ‘Dear Ms Lee, I too lived
in Kingfisher Walk for nine
years and owned three dogs,
all of which were never al-
lowed to foul the footpaths
and green areas of Kingfisher
Walk.

‘I appreciate your com-
plaint, however please do not
tarnish “all Linton dogs own-
ers” with the same brush.  I

Dear Editor
From the bottom of my heart,
may I say a very big thank you
(even these words are inad-
equate) to one and all dear
friends, neighbours and the
wardens, especially Jackie and
Stella who were always there
to help during my mother, the
late Wendy Boardman’s, ill-
ness. This continued while she
was in hospital and then at
Arthur Rank house. Also
Linton health centre and dear
Lesley Gore, from whom my
mother and myself drew great
comfort.

May I thank all who sent
cards, letters, flowers, mes-
sages of sympathy and dona-
tions and attended the service
of the thanksgiving of her life.

OUR THANKS
Dear Editor
As an active member of the cam-
paign to get Linton a CBM, I was
surprised and shocked to read
the political spin that has been
published by the Liberal Demo-
crats regarding this.

The campaign, led by Roger
Hickford as Police Liaison for
Linton Parish Council (an apo-
litical body), was  keenly sup-
ported by the community of
Linton, I believe because it gave
individuals an opportunity to air
their views through signing a
petition. I do not believe most
signatories were making a politi-
cal statement in participating in
this campaign or were aware that
recruitment of a CBM was an
issue for political point scoring.

I was therefore dismayed to
read in the Haverhill Echo and in
the Liberal Democrats’ Focus
newsletter articles alluding to the
fact that our Lib-Dem council-
lors were responsible for the ap-
pointment of PC Martin
Addison-Atkinson. To my
knowledge, no Lib-Dem coun-
cillor collected signatures or even
signed the petition with the ex-
ception of one, who only agreed
as it was to be filmed for the BBC
Look East news bulletin.

In today’s society which at
times seems lost in political
spin, I believe it is imperative
that those of us who believe in
the value of honesty and integ-
rity speak out when we see
those in power trying to take
political advantage.  I person-
ally have no strong political
leaning,  but resent manipula-
tion of the facts and trust in the
freedom of speech.
Karen Burgess
8 Barley Way.

Dear Editor,
It is lovely to have Bambi back in his place.  A big thank-you
to those who rescued and cared for him. Readers will
probably remember that he was found bedraggled and lost
when the Glebe land  was being tidied. Unfortunately, all his
chums are still missing. He was among the Noah’s Ark
collection of soft toys in the children’s corner of St Mary’s.

The corner was provided some time ago by the Mothers’
Union from a bequest left for the children. This little corner
has been a great success ever since. For a long time, our
toddlers enjoyed playing quietly with the toys but then, alas,
the animals started to disappear, a number at a time, until
our corner was quite depleted.

This was a very sad affair indeed. Some replacement
animals have been supplied but they mainly consist of
teddies. What we really would like are small animals suit-
able for the Noah’s Ark theme. If anyone would like to help
please contact:
Margaret Clark 892657
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Readers write

To all who put a lot of effort into
the lovely food laid on after the
service, and helped out at
Chalklands Community Centre;
so many special people. I would
fill a whole page and more to
mention them all. What would we
have done without you? Also to H
J Paintin and all the wonderful
staff.

To Janet Smith, Rita and Terry
Keen for helping me afterwards
with personal jobs and my very
dear friend Paula who, with my
family, was by my side every step
of the way.

What wonderful people you
all are; I sincerely thank each and
every one of you.

God bless you all.
Melanie Belsom and  family
12 Hillway.

OUR THANKS

teach dog/people training at a
local class and part of that train-
ing is to ensure pet owner re-
sponsibilities, i.e. cleaning up
after your dog and never leav-
ing home without a poo bag.

 ‘Perhaps we can all help
educate irresponsible dog own-
ers that you may come across
by suggesting they be more en-
vironmentally friendly and
clean up after their own dog.

 ‘Remember it is always the
few that spoil it for the many.’
Julie Stock,
18 Dolphin Close.

us. These were often difficult
to remember and depended on
where you were in the county.

“The move to a single non-
emergency number will help
people to easily remember our
contact number and will also
reduce the number of 999 calls
which should have been non-
emergency calls. These were
made by those who did not
know or could not remember
the many numbers previously
used.”

Work is also underway to
build and staff a modern cus-
tomer service centre in Peter-
borough which is expected to
be completed towards the end
of the year. This will allow
non-emergency calls coming
in through the single number to
be directed to either the cus-
tomer service centre or to a
specific department.

Staff at the customer serv-
ice centre will aim to resolve
the call straight away but if
they cannot, the department

A new number to ring if
you want the police and
it’s not an emergency

CAMBRIDGESHIRE Po-
lice have launched a  new

single non-emergency
number. The new number -
0845 456 456 4 - replaces the
many different switchboard
numbers that were previously
used, meaning non-emergency
calls to police are now simpler
and the cost is reduced for most
callers.

The new single non-emer-
gency number does not affect
the 999 service which should
continue to be used for emer-
gencies.

The number change is part
of a longer-term national drive
to maximise performance and
improve contact with the pub-
lic as well as call handling.

Chief Constable Tom Lloyd
said: “The number is being in-
troduced to give callers a bet-
ter service.

“Until now, we have had at
least five different non-emer-
gency numbers through which
the public made contact with

best placed to deal with the
matter will be allocated the call.

Mr Lloyd added: “We still
have a long way to go in terms
of getting the new customer
service centre finished and get-
ting the right level of staff and
training in place. But we’ll then
be in a much stronger position
to manage phone calls and di-
rect callers to the most experi-
enced and best-placed staff to
handle queries.”

For more information ring
the customer  relationship man-
agement team on the new
number (0845 456 456 4). Ask
for Superintendent Mick Gipp
or Chief Inspector Jane Weir.
The existing switchboard num-
bers will not be switched off
for some months.

 The switchboard deals with
an average of 72,000 calls a
month. Of those calls, 84 per
cent are answered within the
30-second target.

Cambridgeshire Police
Press release

FROM  January  last year,
the government reduced

cannabis from a class B to a
class C drug. This has led to
confusion about its legal status,
particularly among people un-
der 18.
The confusion has been fuelled
by inaccurate reports in the na-
tional press. Cannabis is still an
illegal drug and being in posses-
sion of it continues to be an
arrestable offence.

The confusion that has arisen
is with regard to how the police
will deal with people found with
cannabis. Anyone aged 17 or
under found with the drug will
be arrested and dealt with by
means of restorative justice.

This would normally mean a
youth caught with cannabis
would receive a reprimand or a
final warning. In certain circum-
stances, it could mean a court
appearance. Receiving a repri-
mand or a final warning
constitutes having a criminal

Clearing up cannabis confusion
record and this remains with the
youth until he or she reaches 18
or for a period of five years,
whichever is the longer.

The guidelines for a police
officer to use his or her power of
arrest for simple possession of
cannabis by a person aged 18 or
above will be carefully consid-
ered.

There will be circumstances
where it is appropriate for a po-
lice officer to arrest for posses-
sion of cannabis. An example
could include someone  smok-
ing cannabis in public view and/
or where locally a person is
known to have been repeatedly
dealt with for possessing the
drug.

There may be circumstances
such as a fear of public disorder
associated with the use of canna-
bis, which are causing a local
policing problem that cannot be
effectively dealt with by other
powers. Officers may arrest peo-
ple with cannabis under circum-

stances that are causing a locally
identified policing problem.

Possession of cannabis can
still lead to a maximum penalty
of two years’ imprisonment and/
or a fine.

For further information, call
Frank on 0800 77 66 00 or con-
tact www.talktofrank.com

Phil Carpenter,
Cambridgeshire Police

MS
Landscaping
6 Arundel Walk

Haverhill

Suffolk

CB9 9BG

Tel: 01440 712260

Mobile: 07990 940227

Patios, Drives, Paving

All Bricklaying, Turfing

Fencing/Gates

Pergolas and repairs
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abington
hair studios

Tel: 01223 892202
96a High Street, Great Abington

Exper ienced fr iendly styl ists offer you the 
latest in cuts and colours as well  as al l  

aspects of Ladies' and Gents' hairdressing.

Sue welcomes old and new cl ients for 2005 
as do Susan Wilson, former ly from Salon 

One, and Maggie Shackleton.

E S T A B L I S H E D   1 9 7 0

INVESTORS PLANNING ASSOCIATES LIMITED

 ROGER  HICKFORD
Independent  Investment & Mortgage Adviser

East Anglia Office Associate & Authorised Independent Financial Adviser: 

Roger Hickford M.L.I.A. (dip.) Cmap.

1 D  Limberhurst Court, Haverhill Road, Horseheath, Cambridge. CB1 6RG

Tel: 01440 713533/713544   Fax: 01440 713544  Email: roger@ipa-cambridge.co.uk

All Aspects of Financial Services

Totally Independent – Experienced – Local

Call - with no obligation (01440) 713533/4

Investments    Business Insurance/Protection

Inheritance Tax Planning   Commercial Loans/Mortgages 

Mortgages    Savings

Pensions    Equity Release

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Mobile 07720986236 

Don’t delay call today

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

SARAH CHAMBERLAIN

delivering worldwide

61a High Street, Linton

891740

your local florist

 The Station House, Station Road

Morning, Afternoon, Lunch and 

Late Stay Sessions, 9am to 4pm 

during term time for children 

aged 2 to 5.

Pre-School sessions, to prepare 

for infant school. Holiday Clubs 

run during school holidays.

High staffing ratio, quality care.

  For further information ring:

  Marion:  897945 (school hours) 

  Jane:  503972 (at other times)

Little Hands 
Nursery School 
Linton

POT POURRI (3)

A Trapezoidal Field
ONE definition of a trapezoid is a quadrilateral (4 sided

figure) with 2 sides parallel. Should the 2 non-parallel sides
be of equal length, the familiar trapezium is realised.

Consider a trapezoidal area which has been sub-divided into
4 fields (see diagram).  The sides are of unequal length and the
area of 3 fields are known. What is the area of the missing field?

Pot Pourri 2 – The missing house number.
Let the unknown house number on the odd side of the road be

denoted by k and the last house number in the road be n.
The sum of odd numbers can be expressed by the formula:
[(k + 1)/2]2. Eg. 1+3+5+7+9 = [(9 + 1)/2]2 = 25.
Thus, the sum of the next house to the unknown to the last

house in the road is expressed as [(n + 1)/2]2.
What is required is the sum up to the unknown house and the

sum from the next house to the last house + 1.
This may be stated as:-
(Sum of all odd houses)  –  (sum from first  to  unknown house)

+ 1 = (sum from first  to  unknown house)
Algebraically;  [(n + 1)/2]2   + [(k + 1)/2]2  =  [(k + 1)/2]2

Which by re-arranging and substituting whole numbers for k
gives the unknown house number 57, with the last house as 81.

Urania

30 30

15

?

AS February’s weather is
normally inclement, we

had chosen to have another in-
house session at the village hall.
Some members’ pictures were
shown, but the bulk of the time
was taken up with deciding a
programme for the coming
year.

We also welcomed another
lady member to our group, Julie
Supcik.

Away-days up to June are as
follows:
6th March, Milton Country
Park.
3rd April, Marshall’s motor re-
tail site, Newmarket Road,
Cambridge.
1st May, Royal Gunpowder
Mills, Waltham Abbey.
5th June, Bressingham Railway
museum and gardens, Diss.

For all of the above
awaydays, we will meet in the
car park, Coles Lane at 9.30am.

We also discussed our forth-
coming photographic exhibi-
tion, which will be held in the
village hall on Saturday 15th

NOW that lighter nights are
on the way, a visit to the

IT club in the Cathodeon Cen-
tre between 7pm- 9pm will not
be such a pain. Club regulars
have continued to meet
throughout the dark evenings
and have been able to help a
number of stalwarts who have
ventured out.

The discussions have been
largely focused on digital pho-
tography; advice on which
camera to get for value and
purpose. This is expected to go
on through spring and sum-
mer. Anyone interested or
wanting advice will be wel-
come. Complete novices,
young and old will also be wel-
come ... and it costs nothing .

There is growing interest in
website production, and the
club is keen to help newcomers
and attract those who might
share their expertise.

Readers are reminded that
the club, which was originally
set up as a Millennium project
to help older people to learn
about computing, will assist
both young and old with prob-
lems or advice without charge

October. Members will be able
to display their best photo-
graphs for the general public to
enjoy. There will also be a dis-
play area with old photographs
supplied by Linton Historical
Society and a corner dedicated
to helping members of the pub-
lic with digital photography
problems. Refreshments will
be available and there will also
be a raffle. Details of times will
be displayed throughout the
village and in the Linton News
nearer the time.

Linton Camera Club meets
every first Sunday of the month
and membership is very infor-
mal and friendly. Members can
attend as many or as few meet-
ings as they wish. Anyone can
join, any age, any experience;
you just need an interest in
taking photographs.

Please contact Ron Pitkin
on 891845 or Roger Lapwood
on 891104 if you need any
more details, or go to our web-
site at  www.camclub.info.

Tracey Wilson

WHETHER you are think-
ing of relocating to

Spain, already own property
there or just want a holiday off
the tourist track, speaking even
a little Spanish can enhance
your stay enormously, open-
ing doors closed to those with-
out any knowledge of the lan-
guage.

Many people have started to
learn Spanish but have had to
interrupt their studies. A new
local service, offered by expe-
rienced Spanish teacher Susan
Hodges is aimed primarily at
those in this position who
would now like to resume their
studies, or feel they need to go
back to basics to iron out the
wrinkles accumulated during
their previous efforts to learn
the language.

Susan offers Spanish les-
sons in clients’ own homes
within a 15-mile radius of Lin-
ton, at times to suit their sched-
ules. “I tailor my teaching to
the individual rather than
adopting a “one size fits all
approach”, she says. “I find the
best results are obtained either
one-to-one or in very small
groups, where people don’t feel
shy. Most of my students these
days are ‘false beginners’‚ with
some previous knowledge, or
more advanced students who
wish to practise their conver-
sational skills; but complete
beginners are also welcome.”

If you are interested in im-
proving your Spanish, contact
Susan who offers an initial con-
sultation/assessment free to
those with some previous
knowledge at:

891521 or e.mail:
sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

Learn
Spanish
at home

Picture by Roger Lapwood

AS spring arrives members
are beginning to look for-

ward to the new outdoor sea-
son. Having gained promotion
to division 1, the club managed
to stave off relegation, win-
ning six of the nine home
matches and gaining two away
victories. We now hope to rise
to the challenge of competing
in the higher league again, try-
ing to consolidate our position
by improving away results on
unfamiliar grass rinks.

The club winter outdoor
pairs’ competition is still pro-
gressing with a date for the
final to be announced shortly.

Events to note in the club
diary include:

Wednesday 13th April, start
of afternoon roll-ups/drives on
the recreation ground. These
will continue every Wednes-
day for the rest of the season.
New members will be espe-
cially welcome to come along
at any time, experience not es-
sential. Flat shoes will be re-
quired on the green and bowls
are available for use.

On Wednesday 20th April,
membership enrolment will
start in the pavilion from
6.30pm.

Then on Friday  6th May, the
first outdoor league match will
be against  Haverhill Town

In addition to playing in the
Steeple Bumpstead league and
knockout competitions, a fairly
full programme of friendly
mid-week matches against lo-
cal clubs has been arranged so
bowlers at all levels can enjoy
the social and recreational as-
pects of the game. For more
information about the club’s
activities  contact club captain
Bryan Beavis on 893391.

M Butcher
LGBC Correspondent

whatsoever. We do not, how-
ever, offer detailed training in
the use of specific software,
e.g. Word Processing or
Spreadsheets. The Village Col-
lege and others run excellent
courses of this kind.

The club deals mainly with
hardware problems and advice
about recent developments,
upgrading etc., and e-mail and
internet, as well as helping be-
ginners. All advice is given by
volunteers and no technical
problem is too difficult for at
least some help to be given,
and no advice is too trivial for
our volunteers.

 The club is backed in prin-
cipal by the Linton parish coun-
cil but is, in essence, self sup-
porting. It is always willing to
offer help and will always wel-
come help from anyone who
has expertise in specialist ar-
eas, such as setting up personal
web sites.

Please do make use of this
facility on Tuesday evenings,
7-9pm. The club is one of those
things which help to make the
village special.

Derek Birch

Nearest the
jack

Focus for the future

IT problems solved

ONE day, early in Febru-
ary, “davidd” left an inno-

cent message on Linton’s dis-
cussion forum asking if any-
one had any information about
the one-way traffic trial.

Little did he know that not
only was there a distinct lack of
any further information, the
fact that it was happening at all
seemed to be alarming news to
many.

It transpired, thanks to “AJ”,
that this piece of information
had been printed in a Lib-Dem
flyer that some forum contribu-
tors had actually read. Sud-
denly, all hell broke loose and,

despite the best efforts of
“AgentLinton” to calm things
down, accusations rained in;
High Street residents were
profiteering and parish coun-
cillors were promoting a
scheme that would benefit them
(in some undisclosed way).

On the 17th a number of resi-
dents, who had first met each
other on our forum, joined to-
gether in making their feelings
known to the parish council. It
was an emotional meeting and
you can read about it further in
“Parish Matters”. Keep in touch
with www.linton.info

Website editor

One day in February ...

BARBER
SHOP  

Our opening hours are
Monday & Tuesday 8:30am - 6:00pm

Wednesday 9:00am - 8:00pm        Friday 8:30 - 6:00pm 
Thursday 8:30am - 8:00pm     Saturday 8:00am - 4:00pm

Special rates for senior citizens Mon - Fri

113A High Street  
Linton Cambridge 

Tel: 01223 894481  
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SERVICED - REPAIRED - REPLACED
(SPARES FOR ALL MAKES)
FREE : Estimates, Advice, Brochures.

NNNNEEEEWWWW    DDDDOOOOOOOORRRRSSSS

Steel - Maintenance Free Steel -
Glass Fibre - A.B.S.(PVCu) Timber -

Sectional Doors (Insulated/Single Skin) - Roller Doors

A.B.C. GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS Tel 01223 893798 Mobile 07774499537
www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk       email@garagedoorsabc

GARAGE DOORS
Electric  Operators

01223 830550
B OU R N E  B R I D GE  A B I N GT O N  C A M B R I D GE

(n r  C O M F OR T  C A F E )

�  Authorised MOT centre
�  Free MOT retest
�  ALL MAKES serviced and repaired
�  Collection and Delivery Arranged
�  FREE use of courtesy car
�  Polite friendly staff
�  FREE Advice
�  Windscreens Fitted
A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE

CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT??

L INTO N
VILLAGE
MOTORS

A & T Groundworks Ltd
FRIENDLY SERVICE   LARGE & MINI DIGGERS FOR HIRE

Call Ashley on 01799-520298 - Mobile 07803745637

DRIV
ES &

PATIO
S

HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

HOUSE 

EXTENSIONS

PAINTING 

DECORATING

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON,  CAMBRIDGE CB1 6HS
TEL: (01223)894225

We stock a selection of
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames •

Collectables • Toiletries •Greetings
Cards • Gift Wrap

Watch Batteries and Straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery Repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a
professional with 40 years experience

The Dog & Duck
16th Century Riverside Inn

Telephone: 01223 891257 
Website: www.doganducklinton.co.uk

MORNING TEA & COFFEE SHOP
Open Monday to Saturday from 9.30am
Large choice of coffees & teas, plus biscuits, cakes,

hot buttered croissants & toasted teacakes.
A lovely warm environment in which to relax and escape the winter chill.

COME ON IN AND TRY US
(Please use patio garden entrance to Riverside Restaurant)

CHIMNEY

SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01223 570057
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

SCOTLAND came to Linton last month as more
than 80 people gathered at the Village College to

celebrate Burns’ Night and at the same time raise much-
needed funds for the Friends of Linton Heights Junior
School.

Burns’ Night is the traditional annual celebration of the
life of Robert Burns (1759-96), Scotland’s national poet.
The rituals of a Burns’ night supper have changed little in
200 years and the event was marked in time-honoured
style. First, Ewen Kellar read the Selkirk Grace:

Some hae meat and cannot eat
Some cannot eat that want it

But we hae meat and we can eat
Sae let the Lord be thankit.

After a starter of smoked salmon, the haggis was piped
in by John McCafferty, resplendent in kilt and sporran.
This was followed by Ewen Kellar’s rendition of Burns’
famous ode Tae A Haggis, an essential feature of any
Burns’ Night supper. As he waxed lyrical over the ‘gush-
ing entrails’ of this ‘great chieftain of the pudding-race’,
you could see some people wishing they had chosen the
vegetarian option.

The haggis was toasted with glasses of malt whisky then
served with neeps (mashed swede), tatties (mashed pota-
toes), carrots, peas and gravy. This was followed by a
selection of home-made puddings provided by supporters
of the Friends of Linton Heights. After the meal, Ewen
returned to the microphone to propose one final toast ‘to
the lassies’. As he pointed out, this is also a tradition of
Burns’ Night, as Burns himself was something of a ladies’
man. It led to a round of applause for the women in the
kitchen, led by Ruth Coals, who had worked hard to
produce such a splendid meal. The rest of the evening was
spent dancing to the Friday Folk ceilidh band.

The evening raised more than £900 which takes the
Friends much closer to their target of providing interactive
whiteboards for every class in the school.

Tony Kelly

Scotland in Linton

K-CLUB
WINNERS

THE winners of the February
K-Club monthly draw:
1st prize (£50) Henry
Batchelor (No. 078)
2nd prize (£25) Ros Markham
(No. 182)
3rd prize (£10) Bernard
Richardson (No. 176)

CHRIS Jakes from the
Cambridge Collection, re-

turned with more slides of Old
Cambridge. He gave a brief his-
tory of the library service as this
year the Public Library in Cam-
bridge  celebrates 150 years.
   In 1850 there were only free
libraries with funding only for
the buildings. Two years later
the lending library service be-
gan with Cambridge being the
first. This  was housed in the
Friends’ Meeting House in Je-
sus Lane, then in 1860 it moved
to the back of the Guild Hall
where the Tourist Information
Centre is now.

Papers were read while
standing but there were tables
to sit at to read books, with
special tables for ladies. Thirty
years ago, the library moved to
Lion Yard. It is now threatened
with a further move after the
new developments, and prob-
able closure during the proceed-
ings, but it is proposed that the
new building will also house
the Record Office contents  from
Shire Hall and the Cambridge
Collection and Archives.

We saw slides of old glass
negatives from old Cambridge
studios when it was fashionable
to have portraits taken, includ-
ing those of many famous peo-
ple, students, and wartime
American service men. All
these  are being put on a website
so they will be more accessible
in the future.

We progressed through Cam-
bridge from the 1830s to 1930s
noting all the changes with old
buildings being demolished and
new ones built. After travelling
along the Backs and outskirts of
Cambridge, slides of  the demoli-
tion and rebuilding of Petty Cury
revealed some  interesting views
of the old buildings and churches.
Now it is all happening again
with more demolition and re-
building in the city centre.

The next meeting on 15th

March sees Rosemary Wheeler
present personal memories of
Lavenham.  All are welcome.

An outing to Renaissance Bir-
mingham is arranged for Wednes-
day 3rd August where we will co
on a canal cruise and visit the
jewellery quarter.  If interested in
joining us please contact:

 Joan Pearman 890746

How Cambridge
got its library

CLARE Neville had a pleasant
surprise waiting for her at the
recent committee meeting of
Granta Grapevine. Janet
Conochie presented her with a
TNAUK long service certifi-
cate, commemorating 15 years
working for talking newspa-
pers.

The Talking Newspaper
Association of the UK to give
it the full title, is the umbrella
organisation set up in 1974 that
now supports 520 local talking
newspaper groups across the
country. In April it is to be
renamed the Talking News
Federation.

Granta Grapevine, the talk-
ing newspaper for visually

Long service award

 impaired people in and around
Linton, produced its first edi-
tion in March 1990 and both
Clare and Janet were involved
in its production that year.
Clare has been chairman for
many years and Janet is now
President.

The group is always look-
ing for help in the production
of the monthly tape and for
suitable written or recorded
material. Those thinking of a
career with media organisa-
tions might find they have
something to offer Granta
Grapevine. If you think you
can help, contact Clare on
893251.

Mike Crofts 893619

 Clare Neville receives her award from Janet Conochie

Picture by Ian Coulson

A resplendent John McCafferty
pipes in the haggis

DO you care about local
health issues? Are you

concerned about the perform-
ance of the NHS in your area?
Or do you feel  your views go
unheard?

The largest users of our
health services are the very
young or the very old. The con-
sequence of this is that many
people are apathetic when it
comes to taking an interest in
NHS performance, unless
something goes wrong.  How-
ever it is worth remembering
that we all have an interest in
improving standards through-
out the NHS and can play our
part in achieving it.

      PPI FORUMS
Patient and Public Involve-

ment in Health (PPI) Forums
have been set up to help you
have a much greater input into

decisions that affect your
health and the health of your
local community. Each Forum
is independent and works with,
but is not governed by, one of
your local NHS Trusts. This
means that whichever service
you or your family may be us-
ing, there will be an independ-
ent Forum keen to hear your
views.

The PPI Forum for South
Cambridgeshire monitors the
performance standard of the
local Primary Care Trust which
manages doctors’ surgeries,
NHS dentists, opticians, and
pharmacists. It also has the
power to look at the wider
health implications of any is-
sues in the local community,
e.g. those connected with so-
cial care, transport or housing.
Where an issue crosses the

boundaries between two trusts
e.g. primary care and mental
health, the two Forums liaise
and act jointly. All Trusts are
legally obliged to listen to the
Forum and provide a satisfac-
tory response.

Your PPI Forum is made up
of a group of volunteers from
South Cambridgeshire who are
enthusiastic about helping pa-
tients and the public influence
the way that local healthcare is
organised and delivered. The
current member for Linton is
Enid Bald.

The members are currently
looking at issues including care
in the community, mental health
services, GP inspections, and
older people’s services.  Your
Forum has regular meetings and
anyone may attend. The next
public meeting is at 7pm on 12th

April at the Cathodeon Centre,
Linton.

Alternatively if you have any
concerns or issues you would
like to raise please contact PPI
Forum South Cambridgeshire,
c/o Cambridge CVS Forum Sup-
port Organisation, 91 Cherry
Hinton Road, Cambridge CB1
7BS. Tel. 713011

Better still, if you would like
to make an ongoing contribu-
tion, why not join the Forum?
Currently there are vacancies
and the work can be very re-
warding. Simply contact the
Forum Support Organisation at
the above address/telephone
number and they will be happy
to explain what is involved.

For more information , go to
www.cppih.org, and click on
‘Find my local Forum’.

Full article on LNT website

Your chance to join the local health debate

Picture by Mike Crofts

THE awards for the best Linton
News article and picture of
2004 have been decided,

Prizes of £50 have been
given to Darryl Nantais for his
April 2004 country diary, and
to Graham Potter for his 2am
picture last October of the ram-
raid on the Co-op.

Winning news
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• FITTED KITCHENS /
BEDROOMS /WARDROBES

• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS
• ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390
www.watkinsjoinery.freeserve.co.uk

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURANCE WORK

UNDERTAKEN

Cambridge 892263

16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎

Join us at:

The
Cathodeon Centre

High Street, Linton

Every Monday
At 7pm

Tel.
      Lesley:- 01223  248352

Family Resource
Centre

Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton
Wednesdays during term time

Tots in Tow
Pre-school Baby & Toddler 

Group, 10 to 11.30am

Rock Café
A Café for the Community

1.30 to 3pm

Hosts for SCDC Housing 
Surgery & Citizens Advice. 
See our calendar for dates
www.lintoncornerstone.org

or ring Tracey 894656

PIANO FOR

PLEASURE

RICHARD C GODEL
MA (Hons) (Oxford)

ARCO Dip. Ed. (Reading)

TEACHER of PIANO & ORGAN
THEORY, SINGING

EXAMINATION WORK &
DIPLOMA WORK

All beginners, advanced pupils 
and returners welcome

Linton School of Music
63 Finchams Close, Linton, CB1 6ND

01223 893941

DANIEL SAYER

Mobile: 07971 603557

32 Finchams Close

Linton, Cambs

CB1 6NE

Tel & Fax: 01223 890503

PROFESSIONAL

PAINTERS

AND DECORATORS

SPRING is now well on its
way! It is so nice to see the

first flowers of the year adding
some colour to the gardens af-
ter the drab winter months. The
hundreds of hyacinths planted
in November will provide a
stunning and highly perfumed
display for several weeks.

If you have ever wondered
how we achieve such beautiful
gardens at the zoo the secret is
in our special home-made com-
post. Every autumn a mulch of
our special mixture is placed
on the flower beds and around
the shrubs. As we dig new beds
lots of well rotted compost is
worked into the ground. Our
soil, like the rest of Linton is
either very chalky or clay so
the compost is essential to give
new trees and shrubs a fair
chance of survival. The result
is fantastic.

We recycle as much of our
organic waste as possible and
our exotic herbivores such as
the tapir and zebra make quite a
large contribution to our ever
increasing compost heap, so
much so that we now have a
surplus. If anyone is interested
in taking some of this exotic
zoo poo off our hands, all you
need to do is provide us with a
trailer for a few days and you
can collect it loaded with or-
ganic waste ready for
composting. You too can have
beautiful flowers like ours!
Please telephone 891308 to dis-
cuss.

Spring of course is the time
of the year when most of the
zoo babies are born.

We are waiting for our next
tapir calf and we expect the
happy event to be around
Easter. Tapir are pregnant for
13 months, so predicting the
exact due date is sometimes
difficult. This will be Shannon
and Tanya’s eighth baby.

The tiger cubs are still as
cute as ever; they are very mis-
chievous and are giving their
mum Deja quite a hard time as
she tries to keep the three of
them in order. The cubs have
recently discovered that they
can now see though the obser-
vation window and this has
become quite a source of
amusement for them as they
interact with visitors through
the glass (not to mention how
thrilled our visitors are to get so
close to the cubs).

The cotton-top tamarin

twins are now six months old,
about half grown, and now
spend lots of time on their own.
They already eat an adult diet
of fruit, vegetables and cooked
eggs and meat and are more or
less weaned. Their father, older
brother and sisters still help
with their daily care but are
beginning to find them a bit too
heavy to carry around; it seems
that mum has got off lightly.

Our pair of mongoose le-
murs Michael and Catherine
recently made the news as a
nice Valentine story. Eighteen-
year-old Michael was born in
America and six-year-old
Catherine is the oldest daugh-
ter of an established group here
at Linton. As lemur daughters
often do, Catherine had a fall-
out with her mother and had to
leave the family group.

You too can benefit from zoo poo

Michael is genetically quite
important in the mongoose le-
mur breeding programme so
he was brought to Linton to see
if he would pair with Catherine
and as he is quite old for a
lemur, still be able to breed.

It seemed that Catherine
obviously thought that experi-
ence is more important than
age and Michael’s leaping and
acrobatic skills somewhat im-
pressed her. Their relationship
has strengthened too and we
believe that any time now we
may hear the patter of tiny le-
mur feet.

Mongoose lemurs are
threatened with extinction in
their native Madagascar due to
habitat destruction and altera-
tion. The European captive
breeding programme is man-
aged by Linton Zoo. Four spe-

cies of lemur, red-ruffed, red-
bellied, sclaters and white-col-
lared, have now been moved
into the free-range lemur area.
Visitors will be able to see the
lemurs for a very close encoun-
ter as part of our “special expe-
rience days”. The lemur keep-
ers will give guided tours in the
lemur enclosure to people
wishing to find out more about
these wonderful creatures.

Easter and weekend
activities

As part of our commitment
to environmental education we
will continue with an exciting
and interactive programme of
events and activities aimed at
both adults and children. (Also
available for pre-booked
school visits).
12 pm  Tapir feed and keeper
talk.
12.30pm   Owl encounter.
1.30pm  Tiger conservation
talk.
2.30pm  Snakes, bugs and little
beasties.
3.15pm Bird flying display.

Visit our website:
www.lintonzoo.com for more
details of activities. Phone on
the day of your visit to check
that the event you wish to at-
tend will take place, as some
activities may not be daily and
may be affected by the weather.

Kim Simmons 891308

Zebras are a major contributor to the zoo poo mountain that is accumulating at
Linton

Who is playing with whom?

Pictures by Kim Simmons

K & N
CLAXTON
Painters &
Decorators

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

(01223) 892190
(01223) 893487
07721 934553

k.n.claxton@drakecom.com

Linton Based

Tel:

Invitation to share
IF you remember ration

books like the one above, or
are interested in fairly recent
history, you are sure to be in-
terested in the ‘Oral History
Experience’ to commemorate
the 60th anniversary of the end
of the second world war.

Several well-known local
speakers will be there, includ-
ing Mike Petty and Michael
Bentinck, to act as catalysts to
get members of the audience,
who served in the Armed
Forces, carried out the vital
roles at home or simply lived
through these terrible war
years, to share their experi-

ences and stories. This will
entertain us on the day and ul-
timately many others around
the country via the internet. It
is hoped that this will lead, with
the storyteller’s permission, to
the memories being recorded
in the BBC’s People’s War ar-
chive.

If you would like to be there
on Saturday 16th April at the
joint ex-services social club,
Barnwell Road, Cambridge
please contact:

Andrew Westwood-Bate
892430

or e-mail a.westwoodbate
@btinternet.com

A ticket to history, based on a wartime ration book
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Designer Drapes
Linton Road, Hadstock

Tel: 01223 890556
Email: DrapesatHadstock@aol.com

Made to measure Curtains and Blinds
Re-Upholstery service

Foam cut to size
Fabric available by the Metre
Collection and delivery Service

Why not call in and browse through our pattern books

Stevens
solicitors

Quality Advice From Experienced Lawyers

25 High Street, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8AD

Tel: (01440) 762511   Fax: (01440) 703873

also at Thorn House, 11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1EH

Tel: 01799 526849 Fax: 01899 524799

Beauty Salon
Facials,Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Aromatherapy, Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ing,  Make-Up, 

Colour analysis,  Ear 
Piercing, Sunbed etc.

Tel Carol 893590
BABTAC, ITEC

L I N T O N

Roses
BED AND

BREAKFAST
at

THE OLD BAKERY
WEST WRATTING

CAMBRIDGE
CB1 5LU

Also cottage to rent for holidays,
weekends and short-term breaks.

(situated at West Wratting)
Sleeps six people

Tel: David or Carol
(01223) 290492

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

L.B. CABSL.B. CABS
LINTONLINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports
Courier Service 

available

Block Paving & Gravel 
Drives, Patios & Fencing 
Gardening & Property 

Maintenance Inc, Internal 
& External Painting, 

General Building Repairs 
No Job Too Small

For a Local, Reliable and 
a Friendly Service with 

FREE Quotations
Tel: 01223 890060 or 

07765 594398
lintonpaving@aol.com

LI
NTON PAVING

COMPANY

THE response to the plea to
come and work hard in the

Pocket Park with the Linton
Woodland, Water, Wildlife
Group on Sunday 13th Febru-
ary was excellent with around
14 hardy souls turning up with
a fine array of tools to tackle
the jobs. We even had a toddler
helping out so it proves there’s
no age barrier and there’s noth-
ing like starting young.

Work concentrated on clear-
ing branches overhanging the
pond and clearing ditches to
help keep them free of the gen-
eral sludge that stops the water
flow. While the Pocket Park

Volunteers make a difference

needs to stay ‘natural’ it does
need a little light housekeep-
ing to encourage a wider vari-
ety of species and to discour-
age the reeds and brambles
from smothering choicer wild
plants. The pond for instance
could very easily become com-
pletely overgrown with reeds
and eventually be invisible,
likewise some of the water
courses.

So on Sunday good head-
way was made and those of
you who regularly enjoy walk-
ing around the Pocket Park will
notice the difference. The op-
portunity was also taken to

Some of the helpers (plus toddler) at work on a little light ‘housework’ in the Pocket Park.
Pictures by John Shambrook

WHY not spend an enjoy-
able day walking in the

Cambridgeshire countryside
with your family and friends to
raise money for Oxfam’s
Emergencies Fund. This year,
we aim to raise £50,000 for the
fund which helps communities
affected by natural and man-
made disasters.  Your sponsor-
ship money could help people
suffering from the tsunami in
Asia as well as the other con-
tinuing crises around the world.

We have an exciting new
look to our walk at Wimpole
Hall.  There are three circular
routes which can be combined
to create your own marathon
challenge. Walkers can choose
either a marathon walk (26
miles), a half marathon walk
(13 miles) or a mini-marathon
walk (four miles).  A 22mile
walk is also available. All
walks encounter the delights
of rural countryside, are well
marshalled and have check-
points en route with refresh-
ments available.

 To add to this exciting

event, there will be live music,
children’s entertainment and
further sales of refreshment at
Wimpole Hall.

There will be a free shuttle
bus service from Cambridge
and free car parking at
Wimpole Hall. The first 1,000
walkers receive a complimen-
tary bottle of water and bar of
Fair Trade chocolate courtesy
of the Co-operative group. Pay
in your sponsorship money by
31st July 2005 and you will
receive a complimentary two-
day pass from Greens Health
and Fitness.

For an entry form, please
phone 502798 or email
oxfamwalk@btopenworld.com
or visit our website at
www.oxfam.org.uk/walk

If you would like to volun-
teer to marshal or steward
please contact Carrie on
891921 or email caroline
travers@amherst3hl.fsnet.co.uk
Marshals and stewards also re-
ceive a free Greens’ Health and
Fitness two-day pass.

Cecilia Hollick

Oxfam walk 2005

plant some primroses. Only na-
tive species will be introduced
as and when stock plants and
suitable sites are available.

There is a list of all the spe-
cies found growing in the area
when it was first given to the
village but many of these have
since died out.

Another Sunday is planned
so please keep an eye open for
the date and come along and
help. It was very rewarding and
we also all thoroughly enjoyed
ourselves. A big thank-you to
all who helped.

Any enquiries to:
Judy Rossiter  891383

Picture by Mike Crofts
Last year’s walkers enjoying the sunshine en route.

BODY

IMAGE

TONING, TANNING 

& TALONS

• Free trial on toning tables

• Beauty therapy

• Manicures, Pedicures

10a High Street, Fulbourn
01223 880881

IN January’s LNT you may
remember the report about

the money raised by Gary
Dixon at a Christmas Party in
December. As a follow-up to
this the editor asked Gary if he
would keep us up to date with
his venture in India.

On 21st January, Gary flew
out to undertake a year’s vol-
untary work at a children’s or-
phanage in Chennai. The fol-
lowing has been taken from his
emails, outlining his first im-
pressions of the place that will
be his home for the next 12
months:

“It’s not like they said in the
brochure!

It’s hot here but not uncom-
fortable - yet Chennai (or Ma-
dras as it used to be called) is a
pretty amazing place, but it
does take some getting use to.
It’s filthy and there is poverty
evident on every street corner,
and if you allowed yourself to
dwell on it you would go crazy,
but its people are the friendli-
est and most helpful you could

A diary from India
wish to meet. And the food is
really nice, particularly if you
can stomach curry morning,
noon and night.

The rickshaws are good fun
and very cheap too, but with no
TV or other distractions, and
without the need to be any-
where at any particular time, it
is nice to take a walk along the
back streets and get a real feel
of the atmosphere and the peo-
ple.

They don’t see many
westerners and they all stare or
come up and make conversa-
tion. It was a very strange ex-
perience at first, but never un-
nerving as all looks and offers
of a chat are accompanied with
wide smiles and welcoming
gestures.

The orphanage/school is
huge and sits in 28 acres. The
building must have been quite
something, but now it seems
all it can do is just about re-
main standing - I can see I’ve
got my work cut out.

The children are really spe-

cial and even if this were a
charmless pit of a place (which
it is not) I would still feel com-
pelled to stay. When I first ar-
rived I inherited  instantly more
than a hundred new friends and
I know they will play a large
part in getting me through the
rough times that are bound to
be ahead. I’ll tell you more
about them as individuals as I
get to know them better.

My room at the orphanage
is basic but not unpleasant, and
I’ll be able to brighten it up
with photos from home. I’ve
been lent a guitar which I think
will prove invaluable for
evening entertainment (for my-
self anyway).

Anyhow, I had better head
back to my digs as it’s just
gone 11pm here. (It’s a race
against time in these Internet
cafes; and why they’re called
‘cafes’ I don’t know, as I’ve
not been offered a single drink
yet.) I’ll email again soon and
keep you all up-to-date on the
India experience.”

Gary Dixon

THE “Sherry and Short
cake” fundraising event on

29th January was a great success,
raising well over £400. It was a
jolly event, not all due to the
sherry..…in fact, there is still
some remaining, so I reckon we
might have to have another next
year!

This event was for the work
of the mobile warden, but nei-
ther Venetia nor Lynne could
make it as they were victims of
“Nurses’ Back”, poor souls, so
Age Concern, who organises our
warden service, was represented
by Pam Nicholas. The library
service, the family resource cen-
tre and St Mary’s put on displays
of their work, Margaret Clark
sold cards, etc. and the raffle,
“bring and buy” and tombola
were a great success. Our grate-
ful thanks to all who have sup-
ported us.

The Evergreens, who have
done such sterling work over
many years have now closed; a
great loss to Linton. They have
passed on the balance of their
funds to ACE; we will make
good use of it. Many thanks to
Dot Pedder, John Linsdell and
the committee for their kind-
ness. We hope that all of the
Evergreens will be part of the
ACE events; you are always
most welcome.

We have also had an award of
£1000 from the Co-op group.
This is much appreciated – guess
where we will buying all of our
supplies in future!

On Thursday, 14th April there
will be a coach trip around Cam-
bridge, then on to the Fitzwilliam
Museum, leaving the Village
Hall at 10.30, back at 3.30.
Names to Gill/Dawn on 891001
as usual.

Enid Bald 891069

Need an Electrician?

Phone Joe Blakeley

     01638 572014

or 07960 592242

Fully qualified 

electrician and

Testing Engineer

Forever
green

BALSHAM  Manor  is having an open garden day from
1pm-5pm on 20th March  in aid of the National Gardens Scheme.
Refreshments will be available and there is a new garden area to
see - plus, of course, the wonderful maze. More information
from:                                           Hilary Potter on 891211

An amazing day-out in Balsham
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TO

ADVERTISE
in

The Linton News
Contact Judith Rouse

Our advertising Manager
 Telephone or text
07749198977

email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE
EDITOR

Can be put in the

Linton News Box
in the Post Office

Editor: Wendy Foster
11 Emsons Close
 Telephone or text

07821610861
 email: lneditor@linton.info

THE LINTON N E W SN E W S
Next Publication Date 4th April 2005

DEADLINES for ADVERTS Monday 14th March 2005
and for NEWS ITEMS Friday 18th March

STEVE JACKSON
SERVICE
ENGINEER

All domestic
appliance repairs,

15 years industry experience
Very reasonable rates
Quick & reliable service

 Tele: -

Linton 01223 893896
Mobile 07963 854653

the NAME 
for property 
in the AREA
    is:
Kevin Henry

       estate agents

tel: 01799 513632
www.kevinhenry.co.uk

Kevin Henry in association with other independent

Estate Agents offers the BEST coverage in the AREA

Linton Community Sports Centre
WE'RE STILL OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

DURING OUR CONSTRUCTION WORKS
for all your fitness & sporting needs

*Coming soon- NEW FITNESS SUITE
NEW FLOODLIT RUBBER CRUMB ASTRO FOOTBALL PITCH 

Tel: 01223 890248 e:lintoncommunitysportscentre@hotmail.co.uk

The FITNESS Suite
Whoever you are, whatever your fitness 

need, workout in the relaxed and 

friendly atmosphere of our Fitness Suite. 

We offer a comprehensive suite of machines, 

training and low-cost membership.

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

RABBITS, RATS,
MICE, MOLES & INSECTS

CONTACT R. DANIELS

Tel: 01223 290570
Mobile: 07773682676

The Way We Were
by Garth Collard

TWO fires in 1909 and 1910
changed the appearance of

the village as you approached
it from Cambridge and
Horseheath. This month I will
deal with the fire at the corner
of the Balsham Road on Mon-
day, 10th May 1909.

Around mid-day, one of Mrs

Creek’s ten children ran into
his mother’s kitchen and
shouted, “ Look mother, there’s
a bonfire on the roof.” She ran
outside and saw smoke coming
from under the eaves. She
rushed next door to warn her
neighbour, Mrs Norden and she
called out the Linton fire en-
gine.

The Napoleonic engine was
housed in the old Market
House, now the cobbled area
opposite North’s bakers’ shop.
Captain Gimson and three fire-
men raced to the scene, but by
the time they arrived flames
were bursting through the
thatch of Mrs Creek’s cottage.

The two cottages could not
be saved. The old engine only
had a manual pump and its tank
had to be filled with buckets.
Superintendent Stapleton and
Constable Brooks arrived from
the police station in Workhouse
Lane (Symonds Lane today)
and ordered the soaking of sur-
rounding properties to stop

Serious village fire destroys two
thatched cottages

sparks spreading the fire. Many
men were at work so “the
weaker sex” came from their
washtubs and saved as much of
the furniture as they could.
They organised themselves
into lines to pass water buckets
from the nearest well, 100
yards away.

Some men assembled and
watched the women at work,
but did little else. One man is
reported to have commented
that, “ the women were only in
the way and might as well re-
turn to their washtubs!”

The men and boys remained
as idle spectators until a chauf-
feured car drew up carrying
Mrs Brocklehurst, the formida-
ble wife of the wealthy vicar of
Bartlow. She immediately took
control of the chaotic situation
and reprimanded the lazy male

onlookers. She shouted, “If you
are too lazy to lend a hand, I
will” and seized a bucket and
joined the female line. Her
comments shamed the men into
action and they rushed, some-
what late, to join the bucket
line.

Water was still in short sup-
ply and the local children
watched the fire rather than re-
turning to school for their af-
ternoon lessons. By 8pm the
cottages were a heap of smoul-
dering rubble, but all the sur-
rounding properties had been
saved. Damage amounted to
£200 which was all covered by
insurance.

The owners were the
Oddfellows Friendly Society
and they rebuilt on the same
site  the present day white brick
semi-detached houses which
front the High Street.

Mr William Norden had
conducted his farrier, black-
smith and tyresmith’s business
on this site and he later moved
his premises to  the rear of the
Bell Inn.

A second disastrous fire in
1910 convinced the Linton Par-
ish Council that they needed to
replace their antiquated fire
engine with a more modern
appliance.  I will cover the 1910
fire next month.

The view before the fire in 1909, looking along the High
Street with Balsham Road going off on the right

Linton ladies doing their best to put out the fire.

A bolt from
the blue
DID you know that
      a bundle of cut wil-

low is called a bolt? From
eel-catchers to the frames of
Guardsman’s bearskins, Sandra
Barker, a member of the Wor-
shipful Company of Basket
Makers will make anything from
anything that can be woven in-
cluding rush, cane, brambles and
straw as well as willow.

Wearing a pretty blue-
trimmed straw hat of her own
creation, she showed how to
make the bases of baskets and
the strong weave required to
stabilise our garden plant sup-
ports, also allowing us to han-
dle the many examples of her
work which she had brought
along.

Sandra became a basket
maker 30 years ago starting
with miniatures for which she
earned 10p each. Her enthusi-
asm for her job shone through
as she told of the uses of woven
materials in the Far East and of
tightly woven baskets in an-
cient Egypt which were so
strong that they could hold
water. In England, rushes have
been used to make roads in the
Fens and even the mighty Brit-
ish Navy uses wicker fenders
to berth its destroyers.

Unfortunately Sandra
played to a rather small audi-
ence, but several dextrous
members joined her during the
refreshment break to try their
hands at her craft, with varying
degrees of success!

Further to the list of photo
subjects which appeared in last
month’s column, may I add
that prints must be un-
mounted, no larger than 8" x 6"
or equivalent area, first time
entries in the Linton Club’s
Show and limited to four per
adult category.

The Gardening Club’s next
meeting on 8th March will fea-
ture a talk by Susan Lindsell
entitled “From wheat to vine”.
This tale tells the story of her
family’s efforts to turn part of a
local arable farm into a vine-
yard. There is a rumour that
there may be samples….

Gloria Fidler 891800

AS part of LVC’s activities as a Business and Enterprise
College, nine students from years 10 and 11 have been

taking part in the Young Enterprise Challenge. This involves
setting up and running a small business. The LVC team is
currently in competition with other local schools and colleges
and the aim is to run the most successful business. Success is
judged on product originality, quality, customer satisfaction and
overall effectiveness in running the company.

LVC’s company, VEX, produces customised etched glass-
ware. The team has produced a range of original designs and can
also reproduce items such as sporting logos. Products include
both standard items and customised articles made to order. Since
starting the project, the team has established the company,
identified specific roles for each of the team members, produced
the designs and set up a facility to manufacture the etched
glasses. Production started in November and the highlight of the
project so far was taking part in a trade exhibition, along with the
other Cambridgeshire schools on 5th and 6th February, in the
Grafton Centre. The LVC team was awarded the prize for the best
product and took over £200 during the weekend. The perform-
ance was especially good as all the other teams were sixth
formers and LVC were the only contestants under 16.

The team is now looking forward to competing in the local
heats of the competition in April. If successful, they will move on
to the regional finals. In the meantime, VEX is continuing to
produce items. These will be on sale at the Farmers’ markets held
at Linton Village College on 5th March and 2nd April. VEX is also
happy to take orders for personalised designs, and more informa-
tion may be obtained from Anna Mudge, e-mail:
mudges.linton@btinternet.com or 892737.

The team is: Matt Fiddy, Anna Mudge, Emily Kenzie, Dhiren
Vekaria, Sophie Jones, Peter Robinson, Lee Chillingworth,
Jamie Harris and Megan Hill

Thanks are also due to Mr Tom Minnock at LVC and our
business advisor, Mr Alan Wheeler at Redback Designs.

Anna Mudge

Enterprising college
students set their
sights on the City

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
S/0141/05/F Hundred Houses Society, Phase 2 Chalklands,

Linton, Erection of 20 affordable dwellings.
S/0150/05/F Mr & Mrs D L’Angellier,  28A The Grip Linton.

Extension.
S/0189/05/F M Taylor, 30 Brinkman Road, Linton. Exten-

sion.
S/0227/05/LB Mrs C Connell, Middle Swan Cottage, 67A

High Street, Linton. Installation of flexible flue
liner to chimney in lounge and extension of hearth.

S/0245/05/F Mr & Mrs Hadaway, 76 High Street, Linton.
Extension.

S/0274/05/F Mr & Mrs Buckton, Priors End, 36 The Grip,
Linton. Alterations - conversion of lean-to porch/
utility to entrance hall with resited doorway, conver-
sion of larder to utility room with resited boiler,
relocation of larder and extension of bathroom to
form new shower room with entrance lobby, replace-
ment of corrugated roof with natural slate, conver-
sion of first floor bedroom to bathroom. Changes to
outbuilding to form studio with altered fenestration
and new natural slate roof replacing corrugated
material, enlargement of garage and re-roofing in
natural slate.

S/0275/05/F Mr & Mrs Buckton, Priors End, 36 The Grip,
Linton. Extensions to dwelling and alterations to
outbuildings.

Dhiren Vekaria, Megan Hill, Matt Fiddy, Anna Mudge and
Jamie Harris at their stall in the Grafton Centre.



BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield  Rise, Linton
Tel/Fax: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Fami lies welcome
No smoking

M
cKenzie & Haywards

Garage

MHG

MOT by appointment 
while you wait.

Servicing, 
Collection & Delivery Service

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage

Units 3/4 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate

Linton, Cambridge, CB1 6XN
Tel: 01223 894140   
Fax: 01223 890035 

E-mail: murray@mckenzie-haywards.freeserve.co.uk

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

The world’s largest LawnCare 

company is now in your area!

 l  Fertilisation  l  Aeration

 l  Weed and moss control

 l  Scarification  l  Insect control

 l  Disease treatment   

 l  Hard surface weed control

Starting at just £12 per treatment

Free LawnCare Analysis

Tel: 01763 244517
www.fortrugreen.co.uk/T024/

Has your child got 

reading, writing, 

spelling difficulties?

Contact Mrs ME Clark 

(Cert. Ed. Cilip.) 

Specialising in dyslexia

Reasonable rates and 

free initial consultation

Tel: 01223 892657

Donnelly
and Morrice

ALL ASPECTS OF

 BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Telephone:
01223 892915 

or 01223 891877
Mobiles:

07855 346826 
or 07977 486941

Nick Scott

*CARPETS *           *VINYLS*
*CONTRACT FLOORING *

*HOME SELECTION*
*FREE MEASURING & ESTIMATING*

Tel 01223 893634
Mobile 07885 173113

35 Mortlock Gardens, Gt Abington, Cambridge CB1 6BA
www.whitehallplastics.co.uk Tel: 01353 723799

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED & HANDYMAN
 and general builder

From
conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 890769
Mobile 07813 070369
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Parish Council MattersParish Council Matters
TRIAL ONE-WAY SYSTEM UPDATE

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton,

Cambridge, CB1 6JS. Tel: C. 891001
www.lintonpc.org.uk

Clerk to the Council Mrs Gill Barker,
 Email: clerk@lintonpc.org.uk

Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon
& 4–6pm,Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon

Or by appointment

Parish Council dates for Full Council meetings:
MARCH: 3rd & 17th; April 7th & 21st

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre
and commence at 8pm

FOR some years now,
many residents have

felt that introducing a
one-way system for the
High Street could help
alleviate traffic prob-
lems in the centre of the
village. Of course, not
everyone takes that
view, reflecting the fact
that like most changes
to the road network, a
one-way system has po-
tential disadvantages as
well as benefits.

This was born out by
residents’ responses to
the questions and op-
tions in the Parish Plan
questionnaire. There
was a clear majority in
favour of a one-way sys-
tem in principle, as long
as there was a trial pe-
riod first, to properly
assess the effect on the
village as a whole. The
Parish Council adopted
the Parish Plan in April
2004, including the pro-
posal to test a one-way
system. In November
2004 the County Coun-
cil indicated that they
hoped to secure suffi-
cient funds to include
the one-way trial in their
schemes for the finan-
cial year 2005-6.

On January 25th the County
Council presented a proposed
trial one-way system to the
Linton Steering Group, on
which the Parish Council has
two representatives. The Steer-
ing Group was asked to com-
ment on the scheme presented,
though it was clear the County
Council were not anticipating
major alterations. As one of
the organisations the County
Council is required to consult,
the Parish Council was noti-
fied of the proposal on 8th Feb-
ruary and its own Traffic
Working Party met on the 10th

to review it. Some changes had
been made to the original de-
sign presented to the Steering
Group which reflected views
expressed at that meeting. It is
possible that there may be fur-
ther modifications to the pro-
posed trial reflecting com-

ments from other organisations
and the wider public. The plan
notified to the Parish Council
includes the following propos-
als:

1) To make the High
Street one-way- from east to
west- from Balsham Road to
Coles Lane.

2) To make no changes to
Coles Lane.

3) To maintain existing
two-way traffic in all other ar-
eas.

4) To introduce four pro-
tective parking bay build-outs
along the High Street main-
taining a minimum road width
of 3.4m.

5) To introduce temporary
parking prohibition (double
yellow lines ) -for the duration
of the trial only- on both sides
of Back Road at its junction

with Balsham Road, extending
round to the north and south
along Balsham Road, and on the
east side of Balsham Road oppo-
site the Back Road junction.

6) To alter the pavement/
grassed area on the north side of
Back Road at the Balsham Road
junction to allow large vehicles
to negotiate the bend safely.

The Parish Council’s Traffic
Working Party has asked that:

i) Alternative parking for
residents on Back Road should
be investigated - both tempo-
rary, and also long term in case
the trial is later made perma-
nent

ii) There should be no
loss of parking space in the
High Street to accommo-
date the parking bay build-
outs.

iii) The County Council
should consult the ten busi-
nesses on the High Street
and the Post Office before
any decision is taken to pro-
ceed with the trial.

iv) There should be con-
tinuing consultation with all
residents during the trial,
and any acute problems
which emerge should be
dealt with immediately

The proposed timescale
is:

1. March 7th The Area
Joint Committee, made up
of representatives of the
County and District Coun-
cils, meets to decide
whether to authorise the ex-
perimental system.

2. End April likely
commencement of pro-
posed trial.

3. End August likely
completion of proposed
trial.

4. 12th September The
Area Joint Committee
meets to consider the trial
results and decide whether
to adopt a one-way system
permanently.

Anyone wanting further
details or all written comments
should contact the Parish Of-
fice, The Village Hall, Coles
Lane, Linton, Cambridge CB1
6JS, or by email on:
clerk@lintonpc.org.uk, or tele:
C.891001.
Traffic Working Party (LPC)

Temporary proposal for Back Road/Balsham Road

Detail of traffic flows and High Street parking bollards
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Your local CORGI Gas installer – 25 Years Experience

For all your domestic Plumbing, Heating and Gas
Appliance Installation and Maintenance Requirements

Telephone: 01223 893686
Mobile:     07973 262776

e-mail: info@gascare.gb.com

website: www.gascare.gb.com

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

À

STEVE HALL
GARDEN SERVICES

CALL FOR HELP

IN YOUR GARDEN

TEL 01279 817739

MOBILE

07778 049063

Handmade
Jewellery

i n  L i n t o n

l Beautiful r ings/necklaces
 made to your design
l Any metal/stone sett ing
l Silverware i tems
l Recycle old jewellery
 into unique new pieces

Tereza Votre Webb
07979 594488

www.terezavotre.co.uk

ProClean 
 

Mobile Valeting Service 
Upholstery Cleaning 
Carpet Cleaning 

Contract Office Cleaning 
Cleaning of Patios & Paths  

Fully Insured TEL: 890433 Local Company 

We’ll Clean away those Winter Blues….

Council minutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilmin
AT THE meeting held on 3rd

February, 13 members heard
Cllr Hammett declare an inter-
est with regard Correspond-
ence Item 37.

 Cllr Hammett further que-
ried from the previous Minutes
where exactly Linton Infants
School were requesting more
street lighting. The Chairman
reported that this was within
the ‘triangle’ at the entrance in
Church Lane. It was further
noted that this item had been
added to the Council Wishlist.

In Reports from Co-
ordinators:- Cllr Clay noted that
a number of road surfaces in
Linton were in a bad state of
repair. He reported that the
Open Spaces co-ordinators
would survey and list the areas
of concern and these would be
passed on the CC/Highways.

 Cllr Kenyon reported seri-
ous concern over moles on the
Westrope Meadows end of the
Recreation Ground. There was
also some evidence of them on
the Football pitch itself. The
Clerk was to organise their hu-
mane removal. Cllr Kenyon fur-
ther noted some shrub cuttings
had been dumped in the Rec-
reation Ground bank. The
Clerk was to organise their re-
moval. Cllr Kenyon also re-
ported that one of the new trees
donated by Linton News, re-
cently planted at the junction
of Stantons Lane and the Col-
lege, had been broken. The
Clerk reported difficulty in
obtaining repairs to the two
streetlights leading to the
Drop-in Centre. She was or-
ganising to meet with the
County Maintenance engineer
to rectify the problem.

Cllr Rossiter had issued a
written report regarding Rights
of Way noting that she was to
‘serve’ on the Cambridgeshire
Local Access Forum. Discus-

sion the took place regarding
Furze Hill, designated as Heath
Land and owned by
Pampisford Estates. Cllr

Rossiter noted that the Ram-
blers Association (RA) were
expressing an interest in ob-
taining access to this land.

Cllr Rossiter then reported
that she had now collated all
the responses to the recent con-
sultation on alterations to some
rights-of-way. There had been
an extensive reply from a local
resident, John Whintle, who
organised local walks. Cllr

Rossiter suggested a letter
should be sent to thank him for
his input, suggesting he may
like to come to the meeting
where these comments will be
reviewed. This was agreed by
the meeting. It was further
agreed that this item would be
placed on the next Agenda.

Cllr Rossiter had issued a
written report regarding the
Parish Plan with specific re-
gard to the Linton Area Pool
Project. It was noted by the
meeting that detailed plans and
costings were now necessary
to further the project. The meet-
ing noted some £3,650 avail-
able funds from the £5,000
originally set aside to further
this aim. Cllr Gore proposed
that £500 from the LAPP fund
be given toward the detailed
plans and costings. This was
seconded by Cllr Urwin and

agreed unanimously by the
meeting. Cllr Batchelor re-
ported that Clive Bush, at a
recent Governors meeting, had
reported that the Governors of
the Granta School (SEN) were
also in full support of the Pool
project. Cllr Rossiter then re-
ported that it would be ex-
tremely useful to Clive Bush to
have recent documented sup-
port from the Council regard-
ing the Pool. It was agreed that
a letter would be forwarded.

Cllr Rossiter then noted that
the Linton Steering Group had
met recently regarding the pro-
posed trial of a ‘One-Way’ sys-
tem in the High Street. She
stated that the detailed plan
showing the ‘trial’ was the one
favoured by residents of the
High Street and Back Road
from all the variations offered
in the Parish Plan.

Cllr Urwin then noted that all
Councillors had received Notes
of the Steering Group meeting
this evening, including a copy
of the plans. It was proposed to
hold a Traffic Working Party
meeting on Thursday 10th Feb-
ruary at the Village Hall at 8pm,
to make recommendations re-
garding the proposals to the
next Full Council meeting. Any
councillor who wished to ex-
press views or concerns should
do so either to a TWP member
or come to the meeting.

Cllr Rossiter reported that the

Linton 3W’s are now members
of an organisation c a l l e d
‘Rivercare’. They will be tidy-
ing up this area prior to the
ducks nesting time. Cllr Kenyon
queried whether a sign could
be put up stating that the wild
flowers were ‘protected’ and
should not be picked. Discus-
sion took place regarding this,
and the ducks nesting time and
it was agreed an article should

Item 37 – Magpas First Re-
sponder Unit – Request for
donation. Council discussed
this request and it was agreed
that clarification of propor-
tional benefit to cost would be
required. Finance Committee
was requested to ascertain resi-
due in Section 137 budget and
report back to Council at the
next meeting.

Item 26 – SCDC – Letter of

WE ARE very well served by
the societies of Linton – music,
history, sport and games, thea-
tre, IT, environmental work,
photography – almost all tastes
and enthusiasms are covered. I
was so impressed by the sheer
exuberance and joy of life of
Sandra Barker, who demon-
strated her work with Willow,
the plants and what can be done
with them, at the Gardening

View from
the chair

Club. This club has really blos-
somed and covers so much
more than horticulture – it de-
serves wider support. I now
know at least one person who
could not only dance “strip the
willow” but can now do this
with a willow tree or any other
green wood…..

These societies, like the Par-
ish Council, only exist due to
the hard work of volunteers
who give up their time, skills
and energy for no reward. We
all work together to enhance
village life and make living
more fulfilling and comfort-

able for the community. It is
reward in itself when an event,
like the ACES meetings, works
well and brings pleasure to oth-
ers. Thank you to all the volun-
teers in the village – without
you, life would be much the
poorer.

Linton has, though, many
long-standing and well-docu-
mented needs that take hard
work and can lead us into con-
troversy. Volunteers spend
hours on public meetings, dis-
cussions with Council depart-
ments and interest groups.
They spent days writing, dis-

tributing, collecting and ana-
lysing the data for the Parish
Plan, to identify and gather
opinion on the best way to han-
dle the problems of the village.
Linton is finally to see action to
address some problems. The
working groups have already
acknowledged difficulties that
might arise and are addressing
them. What is wanted by the
majority might affect some
residents, but the aim is to bring
the best results for all. What is
important is that residents have
had input and that all opinion is
heard.

Through the History Soci-
ety and Garth, we know that
the background to some issues
is exceeding long - we have
had problems with traffic
speed, pollution and conges-
tion for centuries. I have just
seen a pony trotting through
the High Street – this is the
traffic that Linton was de-
signed for. Youths on gallop-
ing horses are replaced by boy
racers, manure by fumes. Noth-
ing really changes.

Linton News donated sev-
eral large, expensive trees for
the Recreation ground to en-

hance the area, provide shade
and gladden the heart. What
has happened to them and
many trees planted by the Tree
Warden? Ripped up, broken,
trashed. What sort of brute
does this? One who thinks that
no one can stop them, and they
have had too much reason in
recent years to believe this. In
the future, these selfish pests
will no doubt moan that the
village is boring and ugly, with
nowhere for their children to
play in the shade.
Enid Bald
Chairman

Barker’s commencement as
Clerk, it was with regret that he
had heard this news. Mrs Barker
was Clerk throughout the
Cathodeon project and was
steering Council through Qual-
ity Parish status.

Cllr Urwin reminded the
meeting that the Traffic Work-
ing Party would meet on Thurs-
day 10th February at the Village
Hall at 8pm to discuss the CCC
proposals for a trial one-way
system in full and make recom-
mendations to the next Full
Council meeting.

The Clerk reported that the
distributor for the Linton News
had recently reported damage
to his vehicle whilst delivering
the paper through a pothole in
the road. The County Council
had been unwilling to entertain
any claim. This was discussed
and it was agreed that the Clerk
would assist the distributor
with furthering his complaint
to the County.

The Clerk also reported con-
cerns raised in the office with
regard High Street parking
around the Bakers, funeral di-
rectors and printers. It was un-
known why there was a sudden
increase in traffic requiring
parking space in this area. The
Clerk had asked the local shop-
keepers and residents to keep a
list of registration numbers.
This was discussed by the
meeting and agreed that Traf-
fic Working Party should in-
vestigate whether a ‘day-time’
waiting restriction would ease
the problem.

Cllr Urwin reported prob-
lems, again, with collection of
the plastics recycling banks.
The Clerk was asked to organ-
ise an article in the Linton News
requesting residents not to drop
off bags of plastic if the banks
are full.

The meeting closed at 21.16.

newly acquired Glebe Land

Site for new Granta School

be placed in the Linton News
advising residents.

The payments due were then
considered and agreed with
Cllr’s Bald and Batchelor sign-
ing the cheques.

From the correspondence
received the following were of
particular note:-

Item 29 – Mr Harris – Re-
quest for Fair on Recreation
Ground 18-21 May. Discus-
sion took place and it was
agreed this could proceed at
the usual cost.

Item 31 – Quotation for tree
works in Cemetery – It was
agreed the works should be
carried out @ £265. Finance
Committee to consider which
budget.

Item 33 – Moore Stephens –
Council auditors required more
information. This had been
dealt with.

reply to resident regarding al-
lotment land. Cllr Batchelor re-
ported that both Hildersham
and Balsham had available al-
lotments at this time.

The Chairman then reported
a late item of post. The Clerk,
Gill Barker, had tendered her
resignation. It was with great
regret that this had been re-
ceived; the council agreed and
was unanimous in wishing her
well in the future. She would
be greatly missed. A copy of
the letter was circulated. It
stated that she wished to leave
at the end of May. The Chair-
man noted that a Staff Com-
mittee meeting would be held
immediately after Finance
Committee today to discuss the
way forward. All Councillors
who wished to, should attend.
Cllr Gore stated that as the
Chairman at the time of Mrs




