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SOPHIE TAKES THE PLUNGE
I HAD heard that we have a

champion diver in the vil-
lage but when Imet her I found
that she has already achieved
so much more than that.
Twelve-year-old Sophie Clark,
a student at Linton Village Col-
lege, is also a winning gym-
nast, good at team games and
last year won the College’s
award for Sports Girl of the
Year; but diving is her first
love.

S u r p r i s -
ingly, Sophie
doesn’t enjoy
swimming and
was seven be-
fore she learned
that skill, but
she has never been afraid of
heights and is described as
“very brave”. She started div-
ing two years ago whilst on
holiday and found that her
gymnastic skills helped her
technique. She decided to com-
pete seriously and is now
coached by James Etherington,
a former international diver.

Sophie trains at the Cam-
bridge Diving Development
Centre at Parkside and holds
all of the club’s records for the
junior and, amazingly, the sen-
ior tournaments. During the
last year she won a national
competition from the one me-
tre board for under 14 new-
comers and then took third
place against experienced
divers of the same age group.
Her repertoire already includes

two-and-a-half somersaults in
various formats; this accom-
plishment no doubt helping her
to take third place in the con-
test for the BBC Cambridge
Sportsperson of the year.

Naturally this hobby takes
up a lot of time, involving the
other members of Sophie’s tal-
ented family who all give their
support. Mum is a former gym-
nast, elder sister Amy is a gym-
nastic coach and judge and

y o u n g e r
brother Finn
has followed
his rôle model
into diving.
Dad, of
course,  has the

unenviable task of driving them
all around!

Schoolwork is no problem
to Sophie even though she has
to take time off for competi-
tions and occasional injuries.
Her friends miss her when she
has to be away but admire her
physical strength and determi-
nation to win. Indeed, she must
have made them very proud
when she won silver in a na-
tional schools’ contest.

So what does the future hold
for Sophie? This year could be
a special one, as in June she
will be entering a national com-
petition which could lead to
internationals and eventually
the Junior Olympic squad if
she does well. Sophie hopes
that diving will be a part of her
life for a long time, although

her aim is to go to university to
study teaching. She has no
regrets about choosing this
intensive lifestyle and doesn’t
feel that the special diet and
hours of regular training have
taken away her childhood.

This charming and unspoilt
young lady just regards her
life as “different” with the
added bonuses of keeping fit
and the thrill of competition.

We will watch her future
with interest.      LNT

Meet a talented
youngster  whom

Gloria Fidler
spoke to about her
life and ambitions

THE Co-operative Group is
once again living up to its

name and giving a generous
helping hand to this year’s
Oxfam walkers. Bottled water
and Fairtrade chocolate bars
will be on offer to the first
1,000 walkers partaking.
Walkers will be raising money
for Oxfam’s Emergencies
Fund and bringing practical
help to communities suffering
from conflict and natural dis-
aster.

Speaking on behalf of the
Co-operative Group, Jackie
Threadgold, Regional Secre-
tary says: “As the UK’s lead-
ing Fairtrade retailer, the Co-
op is committed to improving
conditions in developing coun-
tries. It’s therefore appropriate
that we are again providing
substantial support for the
Oxfam Walk which will not
only raise money to provide
practical help in developing
countries but will also raise
awareness of Third World is-
sues.”

Previously, more than 1,000
people including many family
groups joined the walk and
raised over £40,000 in a single
day.  This year, local organis-
ers have great hopes that the

walk will break all previous
records and raise £50,000.
Cecilia Hollick, Walk Co-
ordinator says “Every penny
counts.  If you raise £50, your
money could buy 1,250 packs
of oral rehydration salts which
could save the lives of children
suffering from diarrhoea after
a disaster has occurred.

The walk takes place on
Sunday 16th May from Chilford
Hall, Linton. Walkers may
choose between a seven, 14 or
21 mile route and enjoy the
countryside in spring. To add
to the enjoyment of the event,
live music, children’s enter-
tainment and reasonably priced
refreshments will be available
at Chilford Hall and at check-
points along the route. To make
access to the starting point
easier, there will be a free shut-
tle bus service from Cambridge
and free car parking at Chilford
Hall. So join the walkers, col-
lect your free rations at the start
and enjoy them along the way
as you raise money for those
who really need it.

For registration forms,
check out the website at
www.oxfam.org.uk/go/walk
phone 01223 502798 or email
oxfamwalk@btopenworld.com

WHEELING OUT HELP FOR OXFAM

MARSHALS and stewards are
urgently needed to help at the
Oxfam Walk on 16th May 2004.
Marshals ensure the safety of
the walkers and provide en-
couragement along the route,
and stewards help register
walkers at checkpoints.  The
four checkpoints are at
Chilford Hall, Little Walden,
Hadstock and Hildersham
where walkers (and stewards)
can find welcome refresh-
ments.

The more help the better! If
you would like to help, please
contact:

Ron on 01767 677945 or
rgdimelow@aol.com

MORE HELP
NEEDED

Weekly: Whist Drive, 7.30pm, Mondays Social Centre
Weekly: Men’s Keep Fit Club, 8pm, Mondays LVC
Weekly: WEA class, 10-11.45am, Tuesdays Social Centre
Weekly: Story Time, 2-2.30pm, Tuesdays Library
Weekly: Linton Radio Race Car Club, 6-10pm, Wednesdays S C
Weekly: IT Club, 7pm, Tuesdays Cathodeon Centre
Weekly: Linton Chess Club, 7.30pm, Tuesdays Social Centre
Weekly: Tots in Tow, 10-11.30am, Tuesdays  Social Centre
Weekly: Rock Cafe, 1.30pm-3pm, Wednesdays SC
Weekly: Little Acorns, 10.00am-11.30am, Thursdays SC
Weekly: Carpet Bowls, 7.30pm, Thursdays Social Centre
Weekly: Bridge Club, 7pm, Fridays Cathodeon Centre

May
1 Coffee morning (Flower Festival), 10.30am, 65 High Street
4 WI, 7.30pm Social Centre
5 SCDC Housing Surgery, 1.30pm-3pm, Social Centre
6 Parish Council Meeting, 8pm, Cathodeon Centre
6 Luncheon Club, 12.15pm, The Crown
8 Plant sale (Gardening Club), 10am-12noon3 Mill Lane
8 Auction of Promises, 2-5pm, Linton Heights Junior School
8 Camb. History Soc. Lecture, 2pm W. Wickham Village hall
8 Friends of Guiding, Jumble Sale, 2pm  Infant School
9 Camera Club 10.30am Social Centre
11 VIP Group 2.00pm Chalklands
11 Gardening Club, 7.30pm, Social Centre
12 Traidcraft, 1.30-3pm, Social Centre
16 37th Oxfam Walk, Chilford hall
18 Historical Society, 7.30pm Social Centre
19 SCDC Housing Surgery, 1.30-3pm Social Centre
19 Flaxfields outing, 9.45am-3pm Flaxfields
19 CAMTAD 9am-12noon, Health Centre
19 Friends of St Mary’s AGM + speaker 7.30pm, St Mary’s
20 Parish Council Meeting, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
21 CAMTAD, 9.00am-12noon Health Centre
22 Linton Music Society Concert, 7.30pm, LVC
23 Aztec’s Charity football match from12.45pm LVC
26 Citizens Advice, 1.30-3pm, Social Centre
30 Wacky Races The Crown

Refuse collection: 4th, 17th, 1st June
Recycling collection: 10th, 24th,7th June
June
1 WI, 7:30pm Social Centre
2 No Family Resource Centre, Social Centre
3 Parish Council Meeting, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
3 Luncheon Club, 12.15pm, The Crown
7 ACE outing to St Ives, 10.15am, Social Centre

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 2-
5pm; Wednesday 2-5pm, 6-8pm; Thursday Closed; Friday
10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon.

THIS is the theme of the annual
Flower Festival to be held in St

Mary’s Church Linton from
11th - 13th June. There will be
more details nearer the time.
Come to the coffee morning
(see diary). If you would like

WHEN THE SAINTS GO

further information or would
like to stage an appropriate
flower arrangement, donate
towards the flowers or help
with the Flower Festival in any
way please contact :

Judy Nightingale 891806

GO MARCHING IN

FROM PEAK TO
PEAK

ANDRE and Debra Tournant
are taking on the Three Peaks
Challenge in June which in-
volves climbing the highest
peaks in Wales (Snowdon|),
England (Scafell Pike) and
Scotland (Ben Nevis) in about
36 hours. We are hoping to
raise at least £1,000 and are
asking the village for help. If
you would like to make a dona-
tion you can do so in the elec-
trical shop or to 22 Horseheath
Road, cash or cheque made out
to Children’s Hospitals Ap-
peals. Please help to make this
a successful fund- raising event
for sick children. Many thanks -
we’ll keep you posted.

Debra Tournant 893431

RED CROSS
WEEK

2ND-8TH MAY
Please give generously

Get cash 
at your local
Post Office branch

If you bank with 
Alliance & Leicester, 
Barclays or Lloyds TSB, 
you can get cash out and 
pay cash or cheques in free*

For the little things 
that make the 
big things happen

Linton Post Office
Balsham Road, Linton

Selected personal accounts only 
Some geographical and other restrictions apply. 
Ask at your local Post Office branch or at 
your bank for details 

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821
e: chapelifa@aol.com

De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB1 6JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation
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01223 830550
B OU R N E  B R I D GE  A B I N GT O N  C A M B R I D GE

(n r  C O M F OR T  C A F E )

�  Authorised MOT centre
�  Free MOT retest
�  ALL MAKES serviced and repaired
�  Collection and Delivery Arranged
�  FREE use of courtesy car
�  Polite friendly staff
�  FREE Advice
�  Windscreens Fitted
A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE

CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT??

L INTO N
VILLAGE
MOTORS

B I L L S O N

Opticians
Contact Lens Fitting

lFull range of soft daily wear available
lSoft monthly disposable, £17.50/month inc. solutions
lSoft Toric lenses for astigmatism, £21.50/month

including solutions
55 High Street, LINTON, CB1 6HS

Appointments: 01223 891333

Established 1930B I L L S O N

Opticians
 lExtensive Range of Frames & Lenses
 lFull Private & NHS Work
 lVarifocal/Multifocal Specialist

Open Monday to Friday, 9.00–12.30, 1.30–5.00
55 High Street, LINTON, CB1 6HS

Appointments: 01223 891333

Established 1930

Designer Drapes
Linton Road, Hadstock

Tel: 01223 890556
Email: DrapesatHadstock@aol.com

Made to measure Curtains and Blinds
Re-Upholstery service

Foam cut to size
Fabric available by the Metre
Collection and delivery Service

Why not call in and browse through our pattern books

Traditional Acupuncture
An Ancient and Trusted Way Of Healing

 Some complaints treated by acupuncture:
ξ Stress/Anxiety ξ  Pain (relief of) ξ  Insomnia

 ξ  Low energy ξ  Back pain/Sciatica ξ  Asthma/Allergies
 ξ  Depression ξ  Arthritis/Rheumatism ξ  Digestive
 ξ  Headaches ξ  Stiffness/Tension ξ  Menstrual
 ξ  Colds/Low immune ξ  PMT ξ  Menopause

Therapeutic Massage
Beat Stress, Recover More Quickly from Injury, Feel Energised!

Practitioner
Peter White MSC, MBAcC, Dip Massage, Dip TCM China, Insured

For a free initial consultation and bookings call: 01223 890832

FROM WHERE I’M
SITTING
by TONY SMITH

I HAVE time on my hands to ponder. Spring, with all its magic,
is now upon us and it never ceases to amaze me that every time

I venture outside, nature has something new to show me. I love
this time of year and my neighbours probably think I am surely
mad as I stumble up and down the front of my garden looking for
the signs of new growth that I may have missed an hour ago.
There also seems an air of dissatisfaction with the decoration of
the inside of the bungalow as well, as paint has been chosen and
applied with some skill and much odour, last year’s colours a
distant memory.

I'm a bit hampered this year because it seems that I will not be
able to trundle around the village in my wheelchair having had a
near miss with a large white van in the latter part of last year,
which has unfortunately left me having panic attacks whenever
I go outside the safety of my immediate surroundings. So it's out
with the crutches, only to find that because of my recent opera-
tion on my arm, I can only use one! Oh well, so be it, as for now
that will have to do, leaving walking and exploring that I used to
love so much to the more able-bodied people of the village. How
lucky you are.

So, for the time being, thought replaces movement, and on my
recent trips over to my parents who live at the outskirts of
Haverhill, I find that new industry and housing are developing at
a similar rate to my plants. Every day there seems to be new  road
layouts and signs announcing new warehousing, a hotel and
houses being built. A question that I do not seem to be able to find
an answer for is, why Haverhill? It's not as if it has a superb road
or rail infrastructure to convey goods, vehicles and people to the
motorways and ports. Haverhill has always been known for its
manufacturing industries, but I am struggling to come to terms
with what effects commuters and haulage will have on the
villages and towns between all of the major routes used for
distribution and day to day travel. Will we one day see direct links
to Felixstowe and Stansted, M11 North and South? With the new
runway being less than 12 miles away from us as the crow flies,
I think there may be some substance to this potty theory.

April and May are notorious for bringing out the DIY in
everyone, so please remember the tip to make liberal use of a bag
of frozen peas to reduce swelling if you hit your thumb. To
paraphrase John Lennon, "Give Peas a Chance."

Therefore, with not a care in the world and a song in my heart,
may I just say that before they come to take me away for yet
another visit to my second home, Addenbrooke's, that May is
looking a little more settled with the possibility of around 16th

producing the warmest moments of the month, leading to a
gradual breakdown bringing heavy showers to us from the west,
and leave you with the thought that much can be learnt by
statistics. For example, 80% do not agree with that statement but
40% do!

Until next month, please look after one another, and I'll try
really hard to be here for you then.

PRESIDENT Tricia
Lewis welcomed mem-
bers to the April Annual

Meeting. Although we had no
speaker, the meeting was
eventful and interesting. Min-
utes were read and signed.
Members’ names had been en-
tered into a draw for a year’s
subscription to WI Home &
Country magazine and Dawn
Scott was the winner. Our out-
ings secretary Joan Pearman
requested forms with cheques
from those members going to
Gressenhall Victorian Work-
house Museum on 30th June. A
visit to M & S to be discussed
later.

All Cambridgeshire WIs
have been asked if they would
fund raise for the new Cam-
bridge County Federation WI
House and several money rais-
ing events are being organised
by our Linton branch. Bel
Griffiths set the ball rolling
with £80 raised at her ‘Week-
enders’ party. Money raised
from the sale of ‘clear your
attic’ during the April meeting
was also donated to this fund.

The Financial Statement
was presented by June Bunn,
our treasurer, then agreed and
adopted by the members.
Brenda Smith then read her
secretarial report on events
over the past year mentioning
the thriving luncheon club
which Eileen Impey had
formed and which gives great
pleasure to many of our mem-
bers, especially those living on
their own. Members had also
enjoyed the many walks that
Miriam Rixon had organised
over the years. She mentioned

the committee meetings giv-
ing much fun and friendship.

Tricia Lewis then gave her
President’s report and thanked
the committee for their sup-
port. Ann Simpkin was
thanked for organising the pro-
gramme for the year and stand-
ing in when Tricia was absent.
Many members were men-
tioned, especially Brenda, the
secretary and June as treasurer.
Eileen was also thanked for her
generous gift of fruit cakes over
the year.

As only one committee
member, Anne Parry-Smith,
was standing down with Bel
Griffiths as replacement, we
voted for re-election en mass.
Voting then took place for the
President and although three
names were put forward only
Tricia accepted and was re-
elected. Val Spencer, on be-
half of the members, thanked
Tricia and the committee for
their hard work over the year.
Business over, refreshments
were served and a quiz on ana-
grams, arranged by Brenda,
kept members busy and the raf-
fle was then drawn. Margaret
Clark mentioned how much
those of us who had joined the
County Federation trip to Ken-
sington Palace and the BBC
studios had enjoyed the day.
At the studios, Blue Peter was
in progress and Top of the Pops
being rehearsed; news present-
ers were also spotted.

The meeting on 4th May is
‘Resolutions’ – the results to
be presented at the AGM. Fol-
lowed by an American quiz.
Everyone welcome.

Cynthia Norris

BUSINESS AT THE WI

THIS simplistic question is
your key. If you have an idea of
your goal it might be that hyp-
nosis can assist you in finding
your way forward. Six years
ago I would have profoundly
disagreed with this notion.
Then, after being treated for
pre-cancerous cells and con-
tracting Bell’s palsy, in utter
desperation I let my mother
practise hypnosis on me. What
did I want to do? I wanted to
get better, to regain my sense
of self, and heal. I was instantly
converted and I got better. I
decided that there was more to
hypno-psychotherapy than
meets the eye, and embarked
on a three year training course,
agonised through my disserta-
tion and, in 2002 I graduated
with the National College of
Hypnosis and Psychotherapy,
I studied psychology concur-
rently, graduating with hon-
ours from The Open Univer-
sity in 2003.

I have been practising pro-
fessionally in Linton for four
years now and appear in the
NHS Directory of Comple-
mentary and Alternative Prac-
titioners. I work full time treat-
ing people of all ages including
children. Also with individu-
als, couples and families, em-
ploying techniques as appro-
priate. An eclectic mix of

AN HYPNOTIC
QUESTION

hypnosis, cognitive and behav-
ioural therapy, dream analysis,
metaphor exploration, etc.,  ap-
pears to work most success-
fully.  Issues dealt with include
‘stress’, smoking, eating and
weight issues, migraines, alco-
hol related problems, phobias,
fear of public-speaking, en-
hancement of sporting skills,
etc. If you have a problem (no
matter how silly it sounds, or
how deep-seated you may per-
ceive it to be) there might well
be a way forward for you.  I can
usually tell at once if I feel I can
be of help, or refer you to some-
one whom I believe will have
the necessary expertise to sup-
port you.

What strikes me again and
again is a person’s own
strength. If they want their goal
enough, they usually get it.
Therapy supports them as they
work towards this. Clients are
(usually!) amazed at what they
can achieve. Please feel free to
call me on  897905 or 0798
0090 141, or e-mail
c.pain@btopenworld.com.
We all have scope to become
more aware of and perhaps
change our attitudes towards
ourselves, other people and our
‘issues’; I’m living proof!

 Catherine Pain
BSc (Hons) Psych.,

DHP (NC), MNRHP.

FOR the third year running,
The Crown are organising the
enormously successful Wacky
Races Charity Fun Run on Sun-
day 30th May.  Last year the
event raised almost £2500 and
the winners made it on to the
front pages of the Cambridge
Evening News.  Early signs are
that even more people want to
join in the fun this time, so
we’re looking to beat that fig-
ure again.

Entry and sponsor forms can
be picked up from The Crown
and must be returned before
the event for eligibility.  All
entrants must be 18 years or
over.  The benefiting charities

LOOK OUT ! ITS THE WACKY
RACES AGAIN

this year will be Linton Infants
PSA and the Linton Area Pool
Project.

So get your thinking caps on
and start building that Kart !!
There are trophies for the win-
ners and ‘best fancy dress’.
And there is an amazing sense
of achievement just from actu-
ally getting around the course,
albeit very bedraggled – and
I’m speaking from experience.
Spectators are once again chal-
lenged to line the route and
cheer everyone on (but we
would ask that no eggs or flour
are thrown please  as they hurt).

Louise Gooden
The Crown Inn

LINTON AREA POOL
PROJECT

UNFORTUNATELY our ap-
plication for funding for the
feasibility study from “Awards
for All” was unsuccessful.
However we are delighted to
report that the Parish Council
have decided to provide the
matching funding necessary to
activate the county’s grant. We
shall now agree the terms of

the study with the county offic-
ers with local input from the
Parish Council and LAPP.
It is so wonderfully encourag-
ing for The Crown to share the
proceeds of their Wacky Races
with us. We thank them very
much. Please support your pool
by supporting the races!

Joan Smith 892904

DUE TO A NEW RIVERSIDE DINING 
ROOM DEVELOPMENT - PLEASE NOTE

Our bar & restaurant will be closed for business from 
Monday 10th to Sunday 16th May 
Bar will re-open Monday 17th May

Mid June opening of food operation and new riverside dining area!
We apologise for any inconvenience this seven week build may cause our 

customers and our end of the village but we are sure that it will be worthwhile
Watch this space - more news next month

The Dog & Duck
 16th Century Riverside Inn

Greene King Gold Standard Award 2003
Telephone  01223 891257

Website www.doganducklinton.co.uk

IN addition to our usual
Thursday morning session at

the Social Centre for 0-2 year
olds, Little Acorns Baby and
Toddler Group have just intro-
duced a new session especially
for children 18 months and
older (although younger ones
are also welcome). The session
will include structured, crea-
tive activities and a sit-down
story time. Cost for single and
the new family rate includes
refreshments.

Through the month of May
it will now run on Tuesdays,
10 am until 11.30 am from the
Social Centre. Please put the
following dates in your diary.
Tuesday 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th

May. Also Tuesday 1st June
which is half term.

Hopefully, given enough
support, more dates will be
added, so watch out in your
June issue of the Linton News.
If you need more information,
please contact Kate on 894638.

MORE LITTLE ACORNS
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Post and email addresses and deadline for letters on page 6
Please note: All letters for publication must be supplied with
a full name and address to enable us to check their authentic-

ity. Any letters without these details will not be printed.

BODY

IMAGE

Toning Tables (free trial), 
Sunbed, Chiropody, 

Manicures, Pedicures 
Nail Extensions "new2u" 
Nearly new ladies' clothes, 
shoes, bags. Quality items 
accepted on 50/50 basis.

10a High Street, Fulbourn
01223 880881

Nick Scott

*CARPETS *           *VINYLS*
*CONTRACT FLOORING *

*HOME SELECTION*
*FREE MEASURING & ESTIMATING*

Tel 01223 893634
Mobile 07885 173113

35 Mortlock Gardens, Gt Abington, Cambridge CB1 6BA

CHM Office Services
Your Local Secretarial/Admin Support Specialist

Are you or your business overwhelmed by paperwork?
Could you find better things to do with your time?

Need help at holiday or busy time? – Then we can help

Friendly, reliable and efficient service

n Microsoft Word/Powerpoint/Access/Excel
n Mailshots, Reports, Forms, letters written and dispatched
n Presentations or promotional material prepared
n Database preparation and management
n Data input, Graphs
n Contract or 'one-off' service available
n Send by post, fax or e-mail, or on-site work

Please contact for rates and further information:
Tel/Fax: 01223 894965   E-mail: CHMHouse@aol.com

DG  DECOR
PAINTERS & 

DECORATORS

n Interior and exterior
n Free quotes
n Many Linton references

Tel: 01440 764919
Mobile: 07971 603557

Your local CORGI Gas installer – 25 Years Experience

For all your domestic Plumbing, Heating and Gas
Appliance Installation and Maintenance Requirements

Telephone: 01223 893686
Mobile:     07973 262776

e-mail: info@gascare.gb.com

website: www.gascare.gb.com

Dear Editor
I would like to comment on the
Parish Council section of the
Linton News. I understand that
this has arisen from the desire
for the Council to achieve
‘Quality Parish Council’ status
and well worthwhile I believe
it to be. However the style of its
presentation does nothing to
encourage me to read it.

Efficiency and economy are
items that dominate the lives of
people in developed countries.
For this reason most industrial
and commercial organisations
have long since dropped ‘ver-
batim’ minutes in favour of a
concise summary of key points,
agreements and actions. Such
an approach provides meeting
attendees with a document that
can quickly be checked for ac-
curacy and completeness and
other readers with a clear and
easy to digest record of the key
issues. Production of ‘minutes’
in this style requires a careful
and skilful secretary but is, I
believe, the most effective way
of communicating the affairs
of any ‘meeting’ to its wider
public.

I am informed that the pur-
pose of publishing the minutes
of Parish Council meetings is
to keep villagers informed of
what is being done on their
behalf and encourage an inter-
est in their community. At this
moment ‘Parish Council Mat-
ters’ fails to achieve this. If the
Parish Council wishes, for
whatever reason, to keep min-
utes of their meetings in their
current form perhaps thought
should be given to producing a
simplified form for the Linton
News. Such a report may need
to break a few journalistic ta-
boos (e.g. no details of who
said what, the use of a bullet
points etc.) but would, I sug-
gest, attract more interest. I am
far more interested in:-

• Who attended rather than
what time the meeting started
and finished.

• What actions have been
agreed rather than matters dis-
cussed.

• Who is going to do what
rather than said what.
Name and address supplied

Dear Editor
I am writing regarding the ar-
ticle in the Parish Council
Matters section of the Linton
News about the trees in the
cemetery. I do not believe that
removing any of the trees until
the end of their natural life–
some long way off yet–or
pollarding any of them is desir-
able for the following reasons:

1. At present the lovely big
trees make the cemetery a spe-
cial and attractive place. Na-
ture meant mature trees to be
big. That is their glory, espe-
cially in a rural area. The pic-
tures clearly show that remov-
ing and, particularly,
pollarding the trees would
make the cemetery resemble a
World War 1 battlefield. It
would take many years before
the place looked presentable
again.

2. Removing all the trees
(Option 4) would make the
cemetery as characterless as
many urban ones. Replace-
ment young trees would be as
vulnerable to vandalism as they
are elsewhere in the village.

3. My mother, who was fond
of trees, is buried beneath the
lime trees. I am sure that ours
is not the only family who
would be upset if any of the
proposals went ahead. Appar-
ently some people/families
have complained about the
lime dew, but I have not found
this a problem.

4. Any tree surgery, such as
suggested, would be likely to
cause disturbance or even dam-
age to graves, which would be
upsetting to relatives.

5.Any of the proposals
would have a profound effect
on wildlife in the cemetery. At
present, it is, as the Chairman
said, a peaceful place. This is
enhanced by the birdsong. The
disturbance created by any of
the proposals would mean a
bleak, silent cemetery for a
long time.

6. Tree surgery is expensive
and the cost of any of the
proposals would be large.

With so many houses with
small gardens now there is
little enough room in the vil-
lage for lovely big trees, so let
us preserve the ones we have.
Margaret Cox
Richmonds
65 High Street

DOES IT
GRAB YOU

LEAVE TREES
TO FLOURISH

IN PEACE

Dear Editor
I read Tracey Wilson’s article
in the Linton News but would
point out there was no “care-
less parking” in the High Street,
just road works. The reason for
the chaos was the old problem
of two buses trying to pass each
other and we all know the High
Street is just not wide enough
to allow this.

Long may the bus service
continue but I would ask
Tracey Wilson to urge the bus
company to alter its timetable
to prevent buses needing to
pass each other in such a nar-
row road.
M R K Holden
99 High Street

BUS PASSING

Dear Editor
Today, as a resident of Church
Lane Linton, I was saddened
to witness the first of the many
fledgling birds killed in the
lane every spring. Soon the
birds will be joined by help-
less frogs and toads squashed
on the road as they try to reach
the river.

As everyone knows this is a
cul-de-sac and the road is the
only footpath for people with
their children and dogs. With
extra care and much less speed
by church-goers and parents
taking children to and from
school by car, wildlife would
stand a chance and we who live
in the lane would not be sub-
jected to all these sad little
corpses every spring.
Mary Wrigley
2 Church Lane

Dear Editor
I would like to say thank you to
all the people who turned out
for my 60th birthday celebra-
tions and for all the gifts that I
received.
A big thank you to my wife and
children for all their hard work
and also to Brian Manley who
very kindly organised the trans-
port.
Ron Jacobs
4 Hillway

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

PLEASE
TAKE CARE

THE Village will be on the
move again on Sunday 23rd

May when there will be a visit
from Arsenal ex-Professional
& Celebrity XI Squad 2004.

 Aztec Junior Football Club
will be the hosts at Linton vil-
lage College. The match will
run for the normal 90 minutes,
but perhaps there will be a few
surprises along the way. Also
at half-time there will be an
exhibition match by Aztec un-
der-11 players (10 minutes
each way).

This isn’t just an event for
football fans – there will also
be a bouncy castle and slide,
burger bar and beer tent, plus
there will be a chance to do a
bit of celebrity spotting as the
away team will consist of a
side made up of some of the
following, subject to availabil-
ity on the day:

Brian Hornsby, Danny
O’Shea, Brian Sparrow, Ray
Lee, Ian Allinson, Nicky
Sullivan (all ex-Arsenal), Chris
Whyte (ex-Arsenal & Leeds),
Mark Burdis (Operation Good
Guys & The Bill), Terry Marsh
(ex-world champion boxer),
Marvin Berglas (Marvin’s
Magic), Johnny Harrison (ex-
Charlton), Gary McDonald
(Eastenders & Thief Takers),
Bobby Armitt (former non-
league player), Peter
McGillicuddy (Dream Team),
Matt Mansfield (pop singer),
Leroy Thornhill (The Prodigy),
Frank Thompson (Fever
Pitch), Gary Beadle
(Eastenders), Patrick Robinson
(Casualty), Willie Ryan
(jockey), Tony McGlone
(jockey), Craig Lewis (Arse-
nal staff), Andy Ansah (ex-
Southend & Dream Team)
Ronnie O’Sullivan (world
snooker champion), Ralf Little
(Royle Family) John Ward
(impressionist), Tommy

CELEBRITY CHARITY
FOOTBALL MATCH

Walsh (Ground Force), Tony
Hadley (Spandau Ballet), Phil
Daniels (Scum &
Quadrophenia), Mark
Ramprakash (test cricketer),
Martin Offiah (International
rugby player). The appearance
of a particular player cannot
however be guaranteed.

The home team, currently a
squad of about 18 who are be-
ing coached by Dusty Saunders
and Robert Belsom, will be
comprised of Aztec managers
and adult club members – all of
whom are busy filling sponsor
sheets. More individual spon-
sors are positively encouraged.

The gates will open at
12.45pm and the match will be
preceded by a display featur-
ing the Majorettes from
Haverhill, with a kick-off time
of 2pm. Aztecs will be wearing
their green, white and black
strip and the referee for the
match will be Les Westlake,
supported by linesmen Nigel
Lee and Matthew Lockwood.

Tickets will be on sale from
the beginning of May from
Peter Belsom 891273, and also
from Sweet Talk News. Tick-
ets will also be available on the
gate, but numbers may have to
be limited, so be sure to buy
yours beforehand to avoid dis-
appointment.

If any businesses would like
to help sponsor the day, please
call Peter Belsom on the above
number.

This is a new and very spe-
cial event for the village, so
please go and support it. It is
not often that we have such a
large deputation of celebrities
in our midst. Proceeds will be
split between Aztecs JFC, Ar-
senal Charitable Trust and
other charities.

Don’t forget your cameras!
Tracey Wilson

Dear Editor,
I write in agreement with the
Sarajane Howard Lilley letter
in the April LN.

Linton seems to be suffering
an increase of dogs alone or ac-
companied by owners who are
quite happy to watch their pet
foul other peoples gardens, foot
path, door step etc, and walk
away without clearing up after
them.

This morning I was yet again
greeted by my doorstep cov-
ered in dog excrement, and
frankly have had enough of this
general disregard by the dog
owners. Dogs have no social
conscience and cannot be ex-
pected to police themselves,
therefore the owners are fully
responsible for their pet’s ac-
tions.

I now feel that I will have to
adopt a Pavlovian teaching
method for any dog, with or
without its owner, that decides
to treat my, or my fellow neigh-
bour’s property as an ‘open toi-
let’ - this may well result in a
few confrontations - but I will
take a leaf from the irresponsi-
ble owners of the offending
animals, and not give a damn
as to the outcome!.

Linton has made adequate
provision of ‘Dog waste’ bins
so there is no excuse.

Many other residents of Lin-
ton suffer the same problem; I
have even seen heaps of excre-
ment ‘placarded’ by home
owners, asking owners to clear
up after their pet. All to no
avail.

Dog owners of Linton - Get
your act together!
Name and address supplied

Dear Editor
Every year I am touched by the
thanks and Christmas gift I re-
ceive from the Linton News
committee, but also embar-
rassed! How can the minimal
amount of time I give to the
Linton News as one of the dis-
tributors of the paper compare
with the hours of work the pro-
duction of the paper demands
of all those involved?

I know I am only one of the
very many who are most grate-
ful to each of the Linton News
team for the contribution made
to village life by our informative
local paper. It’s time a big thank
you appeared in its columns!
Anna Newton
10 Horn Lane

OUR THANKS

GOING TO THE
DOGS

OUR THANKS

LI
NTON PAVING
COMPANY

BLOCK PAVING, SLABBING & GRAVEL

DRIVES, PATIOS & FENCING

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE &

SMALL BUILDING WORKS

FOR A LOCAL, RELIABLE AND A FRIENDLY  

SERVICE WITH FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: 01223 890060 or 07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com
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the NAME 
for property 
in the AREA
    is:
Kevin Henry

       estate agents

tel: 01799 513632
www.kevinhenry.co.uk

Kevin Henry in association with other independent

Estate Agents offers the BEST coverage in the AREA

M
cKenzie & Haywards

Garage

MHG

MOT while you wait.
Servicing, 

Collection & Delivery Service
McKenzie & Haywards 

Garage
Units 3/4 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambridge, CB1 6XN

Tel: 01223 894140   
Fax: 01223 890035 

E-mail: murray@mckenzie-haywards.freeserve.co.uk

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered

Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
15 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    07748627920

N.C.BOWDEN

ELECTRICAL

Phone: 07976  838373
 or  01223  893497

HANDYMAN
 and general builder

From
conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 890769
Mobile 07813 070369

Beauty & Well-BeingBeauty & Well-Being
For all your beauty needs

Fully Qualified Beauty Therapist 
specialising in Aromatherapy & 

Indian Head Massage
Please contact Annette on 01223 

893114 (Ladies only please)
BABTAC member

in LintonSPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

Join us at:

The
Cathodeon Centre

High Street, Linton

Every Monday
At 7pm

Tel.
      Lesley:- 01223  248352

À

K & N
CLAXTON
Painters &
Decorators

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

(01223) 892190
(01223) 893487
07721 934553

k.n.claxton@drakecom.com

Linton Based

Tel:

PKKaren Perry
MICHT IIHHT

Mobile Qualified 

Aromatherapist

To find out more about an 

Aromatherapy treatment in 

the comfort of your own 

home please contact me on 

07941 928955.

(Ladies only please)

L.B. CABSL.B. CABS
LINTONLINTON
for all your 
long and 

short 
taxi trips

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

FAJITAS, tortillas and en-
chiladas were included in

the tasters for 1st Linton Brown-
ies at their Mexican evening at
Linton Infants’ School on 22nd

March.
In addition to eating Mexi-

can food and playing Mexican
games, the Brownies are tak-
ing part in a sponsored quiz on
Mexico to help their Young
Leader, 18 year old Sian
Thorne to raise £1,300 for a
trip to Mexico.

Sian has been selected by

MEXICO BOUND

Young leader Sian Thorne enjoying the Mexican
evening with the Brownies.

Girl Guiding Anglia to join a
party of 10 girls with two lead-
ers to visit one of the four Guide
world centres, Our Cabana, in
Mexico in August. Her stay
will include meeting and work-
ing with members of the Guide
movement from various coun-
tries on a service project for the
local community, as well as
visiting the main sites of
Mexico City, and perhaps the
old Aztec city and pyramids at
Teotihuacán.

Kate France 891602

BY the time you read this you
will probably know the theme
of this year’s Christian Aid
Week (9th to 15th May) ‘We
believe in life before death’.

For us as Christian Aid sup-
porters these words express our
purpose and goal – to give all
people a chance of life in all its
fullness.

During Christian Aid
Week the focus will be on the
theme words and what they
mean to people in Tajikstan,
Zambia, the Dominican Re-
public and the U.K.

For many, Christian Aid
Week is not just about col-
lecting money in red enve-
lopes but expressing commit-
ment to faith in God’s prom-
ise of a fairer world. Dr

Daleep Mukarji, Christian
Aid Director, thanks us all for
our support.

LIFE BEFORE DEATH
Sadly as we look ahead to

Christian Aid Week this year
the needs of the poor in the
world are as great as ever. A
fifth of the population is sur-
viving on less than 60 pence a
day.

Let us do all that we can by
our prayers, our concern, and
our giving and collecting for
Christian Aid again this year.
More collectors are needed;
please contact me if you are
able to help.

The United Service of
Thanksgiving for Christian
Aid Week will take place at
the URC Church in Horn Lane
at 6pm on Sunday 16th May.
The speaker will be Chris
Emerson the Cambridgeshire
Co-ordinator. Everyone is wel-
come.

Thank you...
Brenda Cole 892286

ONE of the first ever pupils
at Linton Heights Junior

School has given his support to
the school’s Auction of Prom-
ises by pledging a flight from
Duxford in his 1943 Boeing
Stearman biplane.

David Barrell, who now
works as an engineer at
McKenzie and Haywards Ga-
rage, was ten years old when
the school opened in 1974. ‘I
was a pupil at Linton Junior
School, now the Infants’
School,’ he explains. ‘The new
junior school at Linton Heights
was under construction. I can
distinctly remember talking
about it excitedly in class, how
we would be the first pupils in
the new school. We started
there in September after the
summer holidays. For the first
few weeks we had our lessons
in the school hall as we were
waiting for two mobile class-
rooms to be delivered.’

Even as a small boy, David
was fascinated by planes, and
he remembers looking sky-
wards whenever he heard the
sound of an aircraft approach-
ing during playtime at Linton
Heights. ‘I always dreamed of
being a pilot,’ he says. ‘Then
one day in 1994 I was offered a
ride in a wartime fighter plane
out of Duxford. I thoroughly
enjoyed it, so I saved like crazy
and took flying lessons, gain-
ing my pilot’s licence in 1995.

I started flying wartime air-
craft two years later and man-
aged to acquire a Boeing

Stearman biplane in 1999.’
Who knows, perhaps this

could also be the start of a life-
time hobby for whoever bids
successfully for David’s flight.

 ‘This is an incredibly gen-
erous offer and a wonderful
opportunity,’  said Ian
Coulson, who is co-ordinating
the auction for the Friends of
Linton Heights. ‘We appealed
through the Linton News for
former pupils to come forward
with pledges and we are de-
lighted to have made contact
with one of the very first pupils
at the school.’

The Auction of Promises
will take place at Linton
Heights Junior School, Wheat-
sheaf Way on Saturday 8th May.
Viewing starts at 1pm with the
first bidding at 2pm. Among
the other promises to be going
under the hammer are a tour of
the Houses of Parliament, a
day at BBC Radio Cambridge,
horse-riding and computer les-
sons, three months’ member-
ship of a health club, a family
photo portrait, waterskiing and
dinghy sailing, and the auto-
graphs of England rugby stars
Jason Leonard and Jason
Robinson. You can also bid for
a manicure, a massage, a wa-
tercolour by a local artist,
home-made Victoria sponge
cakes delivered to your home,
or dinner for six prepared,
served and cleared away by
Tarts with Tops On.

Tony Kelly

BOEING, BOEING,
GONE!

The 1943 Boeing Stearman biplane in which you could
fly if you are the successful bidder on 8th May

CAMERA Club members
braved the drizzle and poor
light for the club’s April
awayday to Castle Hedingham
and the Colne Valley Railway.

First stop was the castle,
with members getting a few
shots of flowering trees and
the castle, before seeking a
warming drink. The coffee was
good but the ambient light was
abominable for photography.
Never daunted, with the help
of flash, images of the ban-
queting hall and the garrison
chamber were soon being com-
pared.

The stop at the railway was
brief, heavier rain forced a
quick retreat to Linton where,
on arrival, the sun began to
shine.

In March, members enjoyed
slightly better weather in a
windswept Ely, with the mag-
nificent Norman cathedral,
aptly named The Ship of the
Fens, the star attraction. His-

toric buildings and the River
Ouse marina also offered good
subjects. And, despite the
weather, all agreed that some
very good pictures had been
taken.

The next meeting, at
10.30am on 9th May at the
Social Centre, is a first for the
club – we have village photog-
rapher Julian coming along to
tell us the tricks of the portrai-
ture trade. He will be advising
members who will be taking
portraits of a young man who
has volunteered for an enor-
mous amount of photographic
attention.

If you are interested, please
come along. Everyone is wel-
come. Or visit our website
www.camclub.info or contact
John Keeble for more informa-
tion 894948 or email
jkeeble@clara.net

Alex Todd &
Roger Lapwood

         Photograph: Mike Crofts

IS IT A CANON OR A
NIKON

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

AN APOLOGY
Some articles have not appeared
in this month’s edition owing to
problems with e-mail, therefore
could you please include your
telephone no. in all e-mails.
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• FITTED KITCHENS /
BEDROOMS /WARDROBES

• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS
• ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390
www.watkinsjoinery.freeserve.co.uk

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURANCE WORK

UNDERTAKEN

Linton CabsLinton Cabs
01223 890965

Local Runs
Airports
Theatres

24 Hour Service
4  AND 6  S EATS A VAILABLE

Cambridge 892263

16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎

SERVICED - REPAIRED - REPLACED
(SPARES FOR ALL MAKES)
FREE : Estimates, Advice, Brochures.

NNNNEEEEWWWW    DDDDOOOOOOOORRRRSSSS

Steel - Maintenance Free Steel -
Glass Fibre - A.B.S.(PVCu) Timber -

Sectional Doors (Insulated/Single Skin) - Roller Doors

A.B.C. GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS Tel 01223 893798 Mobile 07774499537
www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk       email@garagedoorsabc

GARAGE DOORS
Electric  Operators

E S T A B L I S H E D   1 9 70

INVESTORS PLANNING ASSOCIATES LIMITED
1D Limberhurst Court, Haverhill Road, Horseheath, 

Cambridge, CB1 6RG, Tel: 01440 713533 or 713544

Fax: 01440 713544; Email: rogerhickford@aol.com

ROGER  HICKFORD M.L.I.A. (dip.)
Independent  Financial and Mortgage Adviser

Mortgages
                             

Moving house?  Re-mortgaging?  Looking for a better deal?
No Fees – Totally Independent – Experienced – Local

Also: Investments, Savings, Pensions, Life Cover, Protection.

Call - with no obligation 01440 713533 or 713544
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Services Authority for Investment Business

Mortgages regulated by the MCCB Reg.no.4760334
WRITTEN DETAILS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT 

KEEP UP REPAYMENTS  ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT

THE Family Resource Cen
tre has been open now for

eighteen months. It takes place
on Wednesdays during school
term time at the  Social Centre,
Coles Lane, Linton. Let us up-
date you as to the various visi-
tors and groups that meet there.

Resources
We set up around 9.30am and
run till 3pm. There is always
someone there to make you a
coffee and let you browse or
help if required.

We aim to hold as much
information as we can about
groups and activities in and
around Linton. A range of leaf-
lets is available on tourist in-
formation, concentrating on
the lesser known (and lesser
priced) activities and days out.
Generally we try to keep trav-
elling time to within one hour,
much appreciated by the young
and old alike. We are always
on the look out for new places
so if you discover somewhere
that impresses you locally
don’t forget to let us know
about it. If you can get a supply
of flyers or leaflets even better.

We have a range of folders
that includes info. on groups
and websites about local hob-
bies and organisations, health
and social issues, sporting ac-
tivities, adult education, Lon-
don tourism, local travel, pre-
school and parenting etc. We
hold a supply of the Linton
directories produced by the
Linton News (and we are very
proud to have helped supply
information to enhance this
booklet).

We have fifteen notice
boards packed with useful in-
formation and details of what’s
happening in and around Lin-
ton. The Linton News has the
biggest board and spare copies
of the News are also available
here.

Citizens Advice
The Citizens Advice Bureau is
a general advice agency, act-
ing as a ‘one stop shop’. Cli-
ents are interviewed by volun-
teer advisors who have under-
gone an extensive training pro-
gramme. Free, independent,
impartial and confidential ad-
vice and information is avail-
able on a range of subjects in-
cluding benefits, consumer
rights, debt, family & relation-
ship problems, housing, legal
issues and employment. Pri-
vacy is limited in the main hall
but if you want complete con-
fidentiality an appointment can
be made for the CAB to tel-
ephone you or make a home
visit. Pick up a leaflet to find
out how the Citizens Advice
Service could help you today
or in the future. Unfortunately
this is only available on the last
Wednesday of every month
from 1.30-3pm. However if
enough interest is generated we
can always increase these ses-
sions and Citizens Advice have
a very good website at
www.citizensadvice.org.uk.

Connexions
The connexions service will be
at the Rock Café on alternate
Wednesdays to give impartial
advice and guidance in career
decisions and plans, training
opportunities, job search, skills
assessment, psychometric test-
ing, redundancy counselling
and returning to work. Please
note that this is a service for
adults and not school leavers.

Housing surgery
Mr Charles Clay from South
Cambridgeshire District Coun-
cil is at the Rock Café on alter-
nate Wednesdays to give ad-
vice on various topics con-
cerned with housing, from ben-
efits to nuisance neighbours.
You do not have to be a council
tenant to receive this advice.

THE FAMILY RESOURCE CENTRE – WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT IT
Want to advertise your

event here? Or got something
new to share? Come along on
Wednesday or contact Tracey
(details at the end of this arti-
cle)

Tots in tow
Still going strong and coming
up for twelve years since this
started, a warm welcome
awaits at this group for carers
of babies and pre-school chil-
dren. Expectant mothers are
also very welcome. Drop in for
a cup of tea and a chat, make
new friends and let your chil-
dren mix with others and play
with an assortment of toys.
Each week there is an activity
table, song time and a visit
from Humpty Dumpty with
those famous chocolate but-
tons. Look out for the new story
corner. This group starts at
10am and finishes at 11.30,
although it’s not unusual for us
still to be there at midday if
we’re having a good time. A
small charge is applicable (per
family not per head).

The Rock Café
Resources Over Coffee & Kids

 Officially from 1.30-3pm.
Despite its name our café is
available to the whole commu-
nity and not aimed at teenag-
ers. The café is an ideal place
to meet up with friends, have a
cuppa and check out the latest
information. Pre-school chil-
dren are welcome and with the
new entrance and toilet for the
disabled this group is accessi-
ble to all. We welcome anyone
who wants to come earlier and
bring their own lunch (we stock
beverages and snacks). We are
open to suggestions for any-
thing that you would like to see
happen here in the afternoons.
Want an excuse to see the So-
cial Centre’s new floor? Make
the time to come and see it at
the Rock Café.

Watching your weight
(or just pretending)?

Our scales don’t lie. Come and
join our unofficial healthy eat-
ing club. A number of us locals
are weighing in each week un-
der Beverley’s watchful eye.
We keep a confidential record
and you pay as much as you
like each week, (most of us pay
£1). When you have had enough
or reached your ideal weight, we
return the money to you to spend
however you choose. We don’t
want to make money out of you
but like to encourage you if
weight is a burning issue.
Mostly it’s just for fun. We
don’t give out advice and you
must always consult your doc-
tor before embarking on any
strict diet especially if you are
suffering from health prob-
lems. We also stock a range of
free leaflets (all approved by
the nutritionist at Linton Health
Centre), to help get you started.
Available 9.30am-3pm.

Parentalk
Parentalk is designed to give
small groups of parents a
chance to share experiences,
learn from each other and dis-
cover how to enjoy parenthood.
The course lasts eight weeks, is
video-led, informal, free and
great fun. Why not get a group
of eight to 10 friends together
and run the course in your own
home? To find out more phone
Sarah on 891952 or check out
the board at the Centre. There is
a series of Parentalk books that
enhance the course (although
you don’t need to attend the
course to appreciate them) that
are available to borrow or pur-
chase. We also lend out other
books and videos around the gen-
eral theme of ‘family life’ Do-
nations of this type of resource
are always welcome.

Traidcraft
Fair Trade representatives are
practical people who’ve signed
up to a fairer deal for ‘third
world’ families, by raising
awareness of Traidcraft and
selling on to friends and fam-
ily. Jean Wheeler is usually
here on the second Wednesday
of each month (1.30-3pm) to
display a range of produce,
gifts and confectionery, all
available to buy on the spot or
order if it’s something more
special. Come and investigate
Traidcraft and go home with
the satisfaction that you are
directly helping families in the
developing world.

The young parent
 project - Romsey Mill

The Young Parent Project in
Cambridge gives advice and
support to teenage parents in-
cluding referrals from Linton.
We collect any unwanted baby
equipment, baby clothes (up to
one year), maternity clothes,
and baby toys to pass on to this
worthwhile and unique char-
ity. Please ensure all items are
in good condition and have in-
structions where possible.

Contact Tracey about dona-
tions.

Room for more
We have access to the Social
Centre’s smaller room upstairs
where groups could  meet for
seminars, talks or courses. If
you have an idea that could
benefit the community and
need some help to get it off the
ground, give Tracey a call and
we will try to help.

Do you volunteer for a
community group in

Linton?
If so you may have occasion to
borrow our laminator (A4 and
A3). Contact Tracey to arrange
this.

We are always on the look
out for more voluteers to help
keep our info. up to date, make
tea or take a more active role
within the Family Resource
Centre. If you think you might
like to get involved please con-
tact  me:

Tracey Clayton 894656
Email

traceyclayton@btinternet.com

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon 9-5 pm
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens 
Monday & Tuesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
 Wednesday & Thursday

CAN you believe The Cutting
Room, in Bartlow Road, has
now been trading for 10 years,
and proudly displays a certifi-
cate on the wall from Stephen
Sossler, an industry representa-
tive, congratulating the salon
on 10 years of excellence.
Pippa Moore, owner and chief
stylist said: “It doesn’t seem
like 10 years until you realise
that the toddlers who used to sit
on my high chair are now com-
ing in by themselves.”

To commemorate their dec-
ade of trading, Pippa has given
the Salon a new modern look
with new decorations to appeal

to both young and not so young
clients, with window blinds
kindly donated by local sup-
plier The Whole Spectrum.

The staff at the Cutting
Room are encouraged by the
continued patronage of many
customers, and hope that they
like the new look. New clients
would be made very welcome.
Why not phone 890890 and
make an appointment with
Pippa or stylists Sarah or Claire
to celebrate this milestone. Dis-
count for Senior Citizens on
Monday, Tuesday and late
night Wednesday.

LNT

THE CUTTING ROOM IS 10
YEARS OLD

The Family Resource Centre was estab-
lished by Cornerstone Community Church,
Linton in 2002 to support family life.

BED AND
BREAKFAST

at
THE OLD BAKERY
WEST WRATTING

CAMBRIDGE
CB1 5LU

Also cottage to rent for holidays,
weekends and short-term breaks.

(situated at West Wratting)
Sleeps six people

Tel: David or Carol
(01223) 290492

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON,  CAMBRIDGE CB1 6HS
TEL: (01223)894225

We stock a selection of
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames •

Collectables • Toiletries •Greetings
Cards • Gift Wrap

Watch Batteries and Straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery Repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a
professional with 40 years experience
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A & T Groundworks Ltd
FRIENDLY SERVICE   LARGE & MINI DIGGERS FOR HIRE

Call Ashley on 01799-520298 - Mobile 07803745637

DRIV
ES &

PATIO
S

HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

HOUSE 

EXTENSIONS

PAINTING 

DECORATING

THE LINTON N E W SN E W S
Next Publication Date  7th June 2004

DEADLINES for both ADVERTS and NEWS ITEMS
Friday 21st May 2004

TO

ADVERTISE
in

The Linton News
Contact Judith Rouse

Our advertising
Manager

☎  or text 07749198977
email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE

EDITOR
Can be put in the

Linton News Box
in the Post Office

Editor: Wendy Foster
11 Emsons Close

☎  or text 07821610861
 email: LNeditor@linton.info

S/0478/04/F Drs F & F Reimann, Emson’s Farmhouse, 18 Bartlow
Road, Linton.  Addition of pitched roof to flat roofed
garage.

S/0611//04F Mr & Mrs K Ward, 20 The Woodlands,  Linton.
Extension.

S/0614/04/F Cambridgeshire Constabulary, Linton Police Station,
Cambridge Road,Linton. Provision of ramped access to
building.

S/0643/04/F Mr & Mrs K Powell, 11 The Woodlands, Linton.
Addition of pitched roof to garage.

S/0663/04/O Mr & Mrs Elsom, Plot 2 Granta Vale, Linton.
Dwelling (Revised design to include conservatory)

S/0754/04/F Bennett PLC, 11 The Woodlands, Linton. Addition
of pitched roof to garage.

S/0755/04/F Mrs A C White, 12 Cambridge Road, Linton. Addi-
tion of pitched roof to existing dwelling.

Beauty Salon
Facials,Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Aromatherapy, Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ing,  Make-Up, 

Colour analysis,  Ear 
Piercing, Sunbed etc.

Tel Carol 893590
BABTAC, ITEC

L I N T O N

Roses
MS
Landscaping
6 Arundel Walk
Haverhill
Suffolk
CB9 9BG
Tel: 01440 712260
Mobile: 07990 940227

Patios, Drives, Paving
All Bricklaying, Turfing
Fencing/Gates
Pergolas and repairs

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

THE speaker at the April
Gardening Club meet-
ing had not had a good

day. Earlier, his projector had
blown up and he arrived
straight from a hospital visit
following an injury to his arm,
but none of this detracted from
his presentation on wild flow-
ers and birds. Barry Kaufmann-
Wright, a former policeman, is
now wildlife protection officer
with the Essex Police, so we
also had glimpses into all that
goes on behind the scenes to
preserve wildlife from some
very determined criminals.

East Anglia has a wealth of
wild flowers, many of which
like the chalky soil and mem-
bers came up with some local
names for them such as “Par-
son in the pulpit” for the very
poisonous arum lily and “Jack
in bed by noon” for the goat’s
beard. It is claimed that New-
market racecourse boasts the

IT’s a wonderful time of year,
waiting for that first sound of

the cuckoo! Suddenly, as if
washed  with multiple shades
of green and yellow the East
Anglian landscape  is adorned
with its summer coat. Awak-
ened by an abundance of bird-
song, bushy tailed squirrels can
be seen swinging upside down
from bird-feeders. It’s a time
of rebirth and new growth
which affects us all in one way
or another! Throughout the
wildlife kingdom new bonds
are formed and old ones re-
stored to ensure the survival of
the species. The warm sunny
days help us to forget the pass-
ing of time.

 It is said that during the last
ice age a number of animals
crossed the continental land
bridge. We can imagine brown
bears and beavers stomping
about on land we now assume
to be our gardens! If some of
the reference is true then of
course many of the creatures
one would have spotted 15
thousand years ago around Lin-
ton are now extinct. As long as
I can remember I have heard
reports of a mysterious giant
black cat roaming the valley.
My only problem with this par-
ticular tale is that the cat must
be of a great age by now!

The introduction of mam-
mals, birds and reptiles to new
environments may all be part
of a grand scheme, thus ensur-
ing a rich diversity. Generally,
because of our own concept of
time and minimal survival re-
quirements by way of observa-

tion, we actually notice very
little change. The differences
creep up on us slowly and si-
lently, such as the almost dis-
appearance of the water vole
from our local river bank.

It may not be too long be-
fore completely new species
are created by man, perhaps
perfectly designed to blend
with locally existing wildlife,
replace lost creatures, renew
balance or to enhance a par-
ticular habitat. Now, if that
thought sends a shiver down
your well
developed
spine
then
spare
one
for
the
wee
shrew, whose tiny
little voice is nor-
mally only heard by
children, which is
why I am
speaking up
for it here!
Who knows
what gigantic part this minus-
cule creature plays as it silently
lives under constant threat from
our good intentions to make
the  place look ‘smart’. Re-
member ‘smart’ undoubtedly
has destroyed valuable habitat,
but can create new ones too.
However, do try to leave a wild
area in your garden. Of course
it is not just animals that get
introduced to previously unin-
habited areas. Exotic flowers
are also planted, sometimes

LINTON COUNTRY DIARY by Darryl Nantais
 Illustrated by Maureen Williams

creating more problems than
their beauty merits!

 This time of year and espe-
cially over Easter we may have
purchased or received gifts of
flowers unwittingly putting our
domestic cats at risk, or so folk-
lore says! My curiosity hasn’t
killed the cat for our well in-
formed local veterinary sur-
geon explained the killer lily
phenomena and armed me with
oodles of reference. Some in-
dicated that one bite on that
gorgeous Easter or Tiger lily
and ol’ pussikins is destined
for a very rough time and even
a painful passage to feline
heaven unless treatment is
administered quickly. Kid-
ney failure or heart muscle
damage would be the most
likely result. The golden rule
is; beware of lilies with six
petals, but of this we cannot
be sure. It turns out that lily
munching cats are extremely
rare and incidents of death by
lily are almost unknown or
unproven! My research re-
sulted in ambiguity, but here
are a few of the lilies reputed
to be poisonous to cats, al-
though apparently not dogs:
The day lily hemerocallis spe-
cies, Easter lily lilium
longiflorum, Tiger Lily lilium
tigrinum and the Japanese
show lily lilium lancifolium
but please remember cats  do
have nine lives during which
they seem intent on sleeping
or teaching us the real mean-
ing of independance. I re-
cently read that dogs have
owners but cats have staff!

WILDLIFE THROUGH THE LENS

A JOURNEY AROUND OLD CAMBRIDGE

HE’S BEHIND YOU

FOLLOWING his daughter,
Esther,  during the Linton half
marathon which took place on
28th March, Dr Roger Bertram
is seen here practising for the
London marathon which he

completed in 5 hours and 41
minutes. Well done to him and
all other Linton participants in
this great British event.  Does
this include you? Please let us
know.      LNT

Local doctor setting the village a good example
Picture by R Lapwood

A MOST interesting evening
was spent rambling through
Old Cambridge from 1850–
1940  with slides shown by Mr

Chris Jakes of the Cambridge
Collection. The collection is
the largest and busiest in the
country, and consists of over
400,000 negatives and slides.
He gave a brief history of the
development of the Cambridge
Free Library, which started in
Jesus  Lane, on the site of the
Old Friends Meeting House in
1855. Before customers were
admitted they had to wash their
hands and choose the books
from a catalogue which were
then brought to them to be read
only in the library. In 1930 the
library moved to the back of
the Guildhall and in 1975 to its
present site in Lion Yard.

the first traffic lights installed
in 1927 providing a great inter-
est to sightseers.

St Clements Church in
Bridge Street was on the site of
the Danish Settlement in Cam-
bridge. Quayside eventually
reverted from a commercial to
leisure site.  Sidney Street, the
old Dorothy shop and restau-
rant, Hobson’s Street where the
old Cinema was originally a
garage and where the first talk-
ing film was shown.

 The market square, greatly
changed after the fire which
demolished houses which
stood right up to the walls of
Gt. St Mary’s Church, the
building and re-building of the
Guildhall, the moving of Hob-
son’s conduit, replaced with
the Victorian fountain.

David’s bookshop which
started as a stall on the Market.
On through Market Street,
Kings Parade where originally
there were shops on the now
green in front of Kings Col-
lege, Trumpington Street
where Addenbrooke’s Hospi-
tal originated, and so to Petty
Cury with all its old shops now
demolished, as was the Lion
Hotel to make way for the Lion
Yard. And now we face more
changes to come – with no
doubt more photos and slides
to add to the Cambridge col-
lection.

Next month, on 18th May,
Garth Collard  will give an il-
lustrated talk on Linton Inns
and Pubs from the 16th Cen-
tury.    All are welcome.

Joan Pearman

Part of Roman Cambridge
(Durolipoms) can been traced
to Shelley Row where the road
follows the ditch embankment
of the Roman town. From here
we proceded through Cam-
bridge, from Huntingdon Road,
the Castle Hill area, seeing the
shops and premises which ex-
isted in the 1880’s and were
demolished in the 1930’s. The
Assize Court was on the site of
the present Shire Hall car park
when the last part of the Castle
was demolished in 1950. The
County Gaol closed in 1916
and was demolished in 1930
when Shire Hall was built.

Down past St Peters’ Church
and Kettles Yard to the Folk
Museum which opened in
1927. This junction of Castle
Hill and Magdalene Street had

only lizard orchids in England,
which are otherwise found
mainly in France.

The beautifully photo-
graphed birds included green-
finches, blue-tits and wood-
peckers, and to introduce the
‘Ahh’ factor there had to be
some owls! Apparently the
dunnock has the most interest-
ing sex life of any bird as he
has several mates, but has to
pay for this pleasure by hatch-
ing the eggs and raising the
young. Such is life!

Please remember the plant
and produce sale at 10am on
Saturday 8th May at 3 Mill
Lane. Donations will be grate-
fully received and everyone is
invited to come and buy.

There is an extra meeting
this season on 11th May so all
are welcome to hear John
Webster talk on Herbs and their
folklore.

Gloria Fidler 891800

CAMBS LOCAL
HISTORY
SOCIETY

AS part of the local history
month and in association with
West Wickham Local History
Society, Cambridgeshire Lo-
cal History Society presents ‘A
celebration of local history’ as
part of its AGM 2004 and Lo-
cal History Awards. This will
Feature photographic displays
from the surrounding villages
of Abington, Balsham
Hildersham, Linton and West
Wratting.

The lecture by Janet Morris
will be on the history of
Horseheath Hall at 2pm on
Saturday 8th May at West
Wickham Village Hall. Doors
open from 11.30am to allow a
wider local audience to view
photographs before the AGM.
Everyone is warmly wel-
comed. Refreshments will be
served from midday. For fur-
ther information please con-
tact:         Secretary 811703

THE winners of the March
K-Club monthly draw:

1st prize (£50) Pam Kenyon
(No. 039)

2nd prize (£25) B Oglesby
(No. 191)

3rd prize (£10) John
Cunningham (No. 159)

K-CLUB WINNERS

FLAXFIELDS
OUTING

FLAXFIELDS are going to
Bury St Edmunds on Wednes-
day 19th May departing Linton
9.45am, returning 3pm. For
further information please con-
tact me:

Jacque Wilson 893477
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FITNESS FOR YOU...

The FITNESS Suite
Linton Community Sports Centre

01223 - 890248

Fitness for guys or girls, for mums or dads.
Fitness for singles, for couples, for groups.
Fitness for shaping your body, toning your
muscles or pepping-up your health.

Whoever you are, whatever your fitness need,
workout in the relaxed and friendly
atmosphere of our Fitness Suite. We offer a
comprehensive suite of machines, training and
low-cost membership.
To find out more contact Mark Wilson at

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Mobile 07720986236 

Don’t delay call today

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

Stevens
solicitors

Quality Advice From Experienced Lawyers

25 High Street, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8AD

Tel: (01440) 762511   Fax: (01440) 703873

also at Thorn House, 11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1EH

Tel: 01799 526849 Fax: 01899 524799

BARBER
SHOP   

OPENING  HOURS
 Monday/Tuesday 8.30am - 6.00pm 
 Wednesday 9.00am - 5.00pm
 Thursday/Friday 8.30am - 8.00pm
 Saturday 8.00am - 4.00pm

 Special rates for Senior Citizens    
  Monday - Friday   
113A High Street  

Linton Cambridge  

Tel: 01223 894481  

STEVE HALL
GARDEN SERVICES

CALL FOR HELP

IN YOUR GARDEN

TEL 01279 817739

MOBILE

07778 049063

Donnelly
and Morrice

ALL ASPECTS OF

 BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Telephone:
01223 892915 

or 01223 891877
Mobiles:

07855 346826 
or 07977 486941

Parish Council MattersParish Council Matters Parish Council Matters is

written, edited and

published by the Parish

Council with the support of

the Linton News Team.

I STARTED this year with
trepidation, following as I

do in the wake of Dr Urwin – a
hard act to follow! Her dedica-
tion to the welfare of Linton
and ability to analyse problems
has resulted in the initiation of
many projects (the University
involvement in finding the rea-
sons for the 2001 flood – and
hopefully the solution - many
traffic initiatives, the Golden
Jubilee project, and many
more) which she continues to
follow through, tenaciously.
Thank you for your hard work
and achievements, Val.

Since the last Parish Meet-
ing, we have new Councillors,
Esther Cornell, Bob Hammett
and Roger Hickford. They take
the places of Derek Birch,
Linda Read, Mike Ballentine,
who are much missed. We re-
tain the majority of elected
councillors, so we are still
within the standard set for
Quality Parish Council status.
Sadly ex-Councillors have
passed away, John Hall and
Ron Hatfield, our sympathies
to the families. However,
working towards QPC status
has given us all more statutory
requirements and responsibili-
ties to meet, resulting in us
working even harder for the
benefit of you all.

I had hoped to have a quiet
year, but it has proved rather
eventful. I will summarise the
main areas in which we have
been involved during the year:

1. One major change has
been initiated – we have a page
which goes out with the Lin-

ton News, giving the minutes
of the meetings, articles, up-
dates, information on public
meetings and on your council-
lors and of course, the view
from the chair (groan) a less
formal look at village life, not
yet up to Alistair Cooke’s
standards as you may have no-
ticed! Again, informing the
village of our activities is an-
other requirement for QPC sta-
tus. We are open to comments
on how to make this better (tell
my editor – Gill) but we hope
it shows the wide range of
work we do and many projects
that we are involved with.

2. The Traffic Working
Party has put in sterling work.
LPC works closely with the
Linton Steering Group, Action
A1307, Pavements are for Peo-
ple, and Cambs County Coun-
cil, this collaboration result-
ing in an ongoing Action Plan,
which is reviewed regularly.
Steadily our needs are being
addressed. We now have
changed parking restrictions
on the High Street, Chalklands
and Joiners Road, improved
road markings, signage and
protection of bus stops, a bet-
ter pedestrian refuge on the
A1307 and we will have inter-
active speed signs on the
A1307 installed soon. We had
put together an extensive dis-
ability access and safety
scheme (thanks to Mrs

Anderson, Mr Booth and Mr

Smith for their help) of road
and pavement improvements,
and plans for a mini rounda-
bout at the Balsham Road/
High Street junction, both of
which just missed the cut for
this years funding. This was a
great disappointment and
could have solved and pre-
vented many problems. Better
access to the Village College
from Stantons Lane is cur-
rently being addressed. The
Safer Routes to School scheme
was initiated and is proceed-
ing well, following a huge
amount of work involving all
schools. We continue to press
for a roundabout at Bartlow
Road junction with A1307.
Currently, all groups are work-

ing on the traffic aspects of the
proposed Special Needs school
at the LVC site, both within
the site and on the A1307, as
traffic control in this area will
affect the industrial areas as
well as impacting on the vil-
lage in several ways. The col-
laboration of all traffic groups
in Linton and CCC, with pub-
lic backing through the Parish
Plan results, is a force to be
reckoned with – expect more
changes in traffic control and
safety soon. Thanks for the
hard work of so many, includ-
ing Mark Kemp and our MP,
James Paice.

3. Planning issues have fig-
ured highly, as they often do.
We had a public meeting on
the future of land next to
Paynes Meadow, which
showed how Linton cares for
those needing homes as well
as the wildlife and ancient
hedging in the area. Afford-
able housing is being con-
structed on the Back Road,
which we endeavoured to keep
in the rental sector for Linton
people. Access is directly onto
Back Road so that the devel-
opment did not affect the peace
and safety of Crabtree Croft. A
Papworth house and 4 new
bungalows are being built as
part of the Flaxfields re-devel-
opment, although plans for the
care flats are still awaited. We
will continue to try to influ-
ence planners to have only de-
velopment suitable to, and
meeting the needs of, Linton
and its residents, but your in-

put is important
Currently we are comment-

ing on plans for the SEN
school and changes at the LVC
site (quite a list!). As this
project will affect the whole of
Linton, particularly the foot-
ball clubs, I would urge you all
to write comments about the
plans. We held a public meet-
ing on 21st April and com-
ments arising from that have
already been sent to the Cambs
Education Authority and oth-
ers. If there are to be changes
of such significance, they must
be to the benefit of Linton.

4. The environment is al-
ways a concern, with LPC con-
tinuing to work to improve
areas through planting of trees
(thanks to Susan Anderson and
her group of diggers) and
bulbs, clearing of debris
(thanks to Darryl, and Colin
Tofts) and ongoing mainte-
nance and improvement
projects. We even have a new
roadsweepers cart! However,
our work is not helped by the
arson attacks on waste bins,
which will have to be replaced
through your rates; money that
could have been better spent
than on rectifying wanton mis-
chief. We are still looking for
allotment land and land for
other recreation, planted ar-
eas, more and improved walks
for the benefit of all. A herit-
age trail has been proposed as
have changes to the cemetery,
including reduction of the lime
trees. We await your com-
ments. LPC has now taken

over responsibility for the
churchyard and a liaison group
formed.

We now have a group espe-
cially aimed at environmental
issues – Linton Woodland,
Water and Wildlife
group(‘3W’s). It is good to
know that projects can now be
tackled by more than the stal-
warts who make up the LPC
working parties and the other
dedicated people who give
their time to care for Linton. I
urge your support for this
group and request more volun-
teers to help them in their work
(contact Judy Rossiter).

5. Policing continues to be
an issue, especially the per-
ceived lack of police presence
combined with heavily in-
creased police precept (due to
government underfunding of
this area). Parking restrictions
and traffic safety measures are
not effective without enforce-
ment. We considered the fund-
ing of PCSOs specifically for
Linton, but public opinion was
against this; we continue to
monitor the situation. We will
keep a rolling brief on the effi-
cacy of their work (their obvi-
ous presence being reduced
since they have been given a
car!) but police presence is re-
lated to the number of crimes
or incidents actually reported
to them, so your input is
needed.

6. LPC continues its sup-
port for societies and groups in
the village, across a wide range
of interests and age groups.
The work done by these groups
is a central part of village life.
On a personal note, I thank
LPC on behalf of Activities
and Care for the Elderly
(ACE), for which I am particu-
larly grateful. LPC has contin-
ued to support the Linton Area
Pool Project, with money to
fund a feasibility study. The
development at LVC offers a
chance to identify a site for a
swimming pool for public use.
The Parish Council is also
looking at the possibility of
providing a youth shelter or
place for the young to gather,
rather than on Copperfields.

7. Linton now has wheelie
bins! After many initial prob-
lems, the system now seems to
be working, but how much bet-
ter it would have been if we
had been consulted earlier. We
also have more possibilities to
recycle our waste; a welcome
and environmentally friendly
innovation.

8. This year also saw the
Parish Plan come to fruition
with much hard work from so
many in the village, not least
those who completed the
questionnaires. We now have
hard data to back almost every
aspect of village life, to help
us press for improvements, to
back funding applications and
to fight any unwelcome pro-
posals. Well done to all in-
volved. It was quite comfort-
ing to see that the same issues
that LPC have been address-
ing for years were also raised
by the Parish Plan, although
several new topics have also
been raised, which will keep
us busy! Your Parish Council
has been trying to do what we
think is best for the village -
we now have documented
evidence of what Linton
wants, too. We have a clear
plan for the future and to-
gether we can work towards
attaining this.

To end my report on behalf
of all Councillors, I would like
to express our sincere thanks
to our clerk, Gill Barker. She
works tirelessly for the village,
manages us, and keeps us all
well informed with Council
and village issues.

THE CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT

ENID BALD
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CHIMNEY
SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Advice given / problems
solved.

Certificates issued.

01223 570057
10 Cambridge Rd. Coton

Has your child got 

reading, writing, 

spelling difficulties?

Contact Mrs ME Clark 

(Cert. Ed. Cilip.) 

Specialising in dyslexia

Reasonable rates and 

free initial consultation

Tel: 01223 892657

"Move on up, Move on in"

WITH OFFICES
@

42 Woollards Lane, Gt Shelford,
Cambridgeshire, CB2 5LZ

Tel: 01223 563563
*

39 High Street, Linton,
Cambridgeshire, CB1 6HS

Tel: 01223 891898
*

11 High Street, Cherry Hinton,
Cambridgeshire, CB1 9HY

Tel: 01223 568428
Website: www.castlesestateagents.com & Email: castlesestateagents@ntlworld.com

Th
e f

as
test growing agency

in Cambridgeshire

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

RABBITS, RATS,
MICE, MOLES & INSECTS

CONTACT R. DANIELS

Tel: 01223 290570
Mobile: 07773682676

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield  Rise, Linton
Tel/Fax: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Fami lies welcome
No smoking

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone (01799) 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough
to deal with most accountancy and taxation matters

(ranging from personal tax returns to audit of
limited companies).

For an initial consultation (without obligation)
please contact Richard King

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services

for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

SARAH CHAMBERLAIN

delivering worldwide

61a High Street, Linton

891740

your local florist

Council minutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilmin
THE Minutes of the Meet

ing held on 1st April. There
were 12 councillors attending.
Mrs Bald declared an interest
under Item 274 – Payments
Due, as she is Chair of the
Linton Mobile Warden
Scheme.

Under matters arising from
the Minutes of the previous
meeting Cllr Hammett proposed
that a letter be sent to the School
Council at Linton Heights ad-
vising them of procedures re-
garding their request for ‘Slow
Down’ traffic signs, and at
what stage their request cur-
rently was. It was noted that
the children on the Council
would not necessarily under-
stand the inevitable delays this
type of request encountered.
The letter should try to explain
this. This was agreed by the
meeting.

Cllr Cornell reported that the
PCSO’s had recently been seen
‘walking’ in the village. It was

village sign, now showing
some daffodils. It was pro-
posed that when they have fin-
ished flowering they should be
moved to around the base of
the sign itself to facilitate grass

status of the project. As a result
of discussion it was agreed that
identification of the original
builder of the site was para-
mount. Once that was to hand
the issue could be progressed
with The Treasury.

Venture Playground – Co-
ordinator Cllr Hammett had
nothing to report at this time.

Leadwell Meadows – Cllr

Cox reported he was in receipt
of notes and reports from the
newly formed Linton Wood-
land, Water and Wildlife Group
(formerly the Linton Environ-
ment Action Group) now to be
known as the Linton 3W’s, who
had ideas for the improvement
of this area. Discussion took
place regarding some of the
ideas and as a result it was
agreed that Cllr Cox would li-
aise with them and together a
report would be brought before
Council for decision. It was
noted that the ‘3W’s’ had al-
ready spent time clearing rub-
bish out of the river at the Rec-
reation Ground and the meet-
ing passed on its thanks for
that. It was agreed the group
required encouragement and
more volunteers. Insurance
provision whilst they were
working around the village was
to be checked and provided,
either their own, or possibly
under the umbrella of the Coun-
cil.

Parish Plan - Co-ordinator
Cllr Rossiter reported that the
Parish Plan would shortly be
circulated to councillors for
reading prior to the meeting
scheduled on 15th April, where
it would be on the Agenda for
consideration.

The Chairman then drew
attention to a report circulated
by Cllr Albrow regarding com-
munity education provision in
the village. This reported that
the Linton Bottisham Burwell
‘patch’ was to change and Lin-
ton would now be linked with
Sawston only. Cllr Gore que-
ried whether, given the level of
monetary and administration
changes, there would be any
noticeable change to the way
the service was provided in
Linton? Cllr Albrow reported

that users should, hopefully,
notice no difference at all. Cllr

Cornell queried whether the
brochure advertising courses
available would still show
courses available in Bottisham
and Burwell? Cllr Albrow re-
ported that in future the bro-
chure would show courses
available in Linton and
Sawston only. The Chairman
thanked Cllr Albrow for attend-
ing all the meetings.

The payments due list was
circulated. The Clerk reported
on each item. Cllr Hickford que-
ried the level of rise in insur-
ance provision. The Clerk re-
ported it was 11.5% following
on from a year in which it had
risen by 40%. Discussion took
place regarding this and as a
result it was agreed that Cllr

Hickford would assist the
Clerk in obtaining 3 new quotes
to ensure Best Value was being
achieved. It was agreed that
the current payment should be
made in the mean time. As a
result of this, Cllr Alper pro-
posed that the payments, as
listed, be made. This was sec-
onded by Cllr Gore and agreed
by the meeting. Cllrs Gore and
Cox signed the cheques.

All items from Correspond-
ence Sheet 18 were noted. Of

appeal had been upheld.
Item 48 – information from

ACRE and Calor Gas regard-
ing the Village of the Year
competition. Discussion took
place and it was agreed that
Cllrs Albrow (Youth), Bald
(Elderly) and Gee (Businesses)
would assist the Clerk in or-
ganising an entry.

Item 50 – a letter from a
resident regarding the tempo-
rary bridge repairs at Stantons
Lane. The Clerk reported that
it was now unclear as to
whether there was to be a new
bridge and she was trying to
obtain an answer to this. If the
new bridge was delayed or not

QUEENS GOLDEN
JUBILEE

CHILDRENS COM-
MEMORATIVE COINS

THE PARISH Council still
have a number of unclaimed
coins for Linton children at the
Parish Office. Of the 600 or
more coins requested, some
150 are still with us.

Please can parents who have
not yet collected their coins
make arrangements to do so by
the end of May. Call in to the
office anytime during opening
hours, ask a friend to do so on
your behalf, or if this is diffi-
cult, ring Gill and discuss al-
ternatives.

Any unclaimed coins will
then be advertised as available
for elderly residents of the vil-
lage who may like one, on a
first come first served basis.

Watch this space!

to be hoped that enforcement
of the new double yellow lines
in the High Street would be a
priority as there had been fla-
grant misuse reported. As a re-
sult of discussion it was pro-
posed that a further letter
should be sent to the Police
seeking their assistance in en-
suring the correct use of the
new prohibition order for park-
ing in the High Street, also re-
questing that the Co-op be
given ‘no parking’ cones to
place on the double yellow
immediately outside the
premises, to try to ensure it was
always clear for lorries to use.

The Planning Minutes were
considered with no queries.

Reports from Co-ordinators
followed:-

Open Spaces - Co-ordinator
Cllr Clay – Cllr Gore reported
with regard the area around the

cutting. This was agreed. It was
then suggested that some areas
of the grass had died off and
required work. It was agreed
that Cllrs Gore and Cox would
organise this. They were
thanked for volunteering.

Recreation ground – Co-
ordinator Cllr Kenyon had is-
sued a written report. It was
agreed that a letter should be
written to a neighbour request-
ing re-instatement of a bound-
ary fence. It was further agreed
that the maintenance contrac-
tors would be requested to deal
with excess ivy on the recrea-
tion ground trees and that the
Golden Jubilee tree which had
died would be replaced.

Cemetery – Co-ordinator
Cllr Gee had nothing to report at
this time other than to remind
council that the views of resi-
dents regarding the trees in the
cemetery were being sought in
the next issue of Parish Mat-
ters.

Rights of Way – Co-
ordinator Cllr Rossiter had is-
sued a written report. Item 1,
regarding a meeting of foot-
path co-ordinators with a local
landowner on 29th April, was
discussed and as a result it was
agreed to invite another land-
owner locally, in an effort to
look at a wider rationalisation
of footpaths all at one time.
Item 2, regarding the extension
to the footpath from Granta
Leys through to Kingfisher
Walk, was discussed further
and Cllr Gore reported on the

particular interest:-
Item 41 – a letter from the

Crown with details of the
Wacky Races, being held this
year on Sunday 30th May. It
was queried whether there
would be a Parish Council en-
try? There was no response at
this time.

Item 43 – a letter from The
Planning Inspectorate with de-
tails of the Planning appeal in
respect of land at The Beeches
which had been refused plan-
ning permission by SCDC. The

taking place then permanent
repairs to the current one was
necessary immediately on the
grounds of Health & Safety. It
was agreed the letter would be
replied to on that basis.

Items 52-55 – Replies from
various departments of County
Council advising they would
be sending representatives to
the Public Meeting to discuss
the LVC refurbishment pro-
posals. The meeting was being
held on Wednesday 21st April
at LVC at 7.30 pm.

Item 56 – A letter of com-
plaint regarding waste collec-
tion from Horn Lane. This cor-
respondence had been noted
and passed on to the District
Councillor who was investi-
gating.

In any other business the
Chairman reported that SCDC
had contacted the Parish office
with regard the placement of a
recycling bank for plastics in
the village. It was envisaged
this would be placed in the Car

Park off Coles Lane, which
SCDC owned. It had already
been noted that there was little
space here, so knowing in ad-
vance the size of the plastic
bank and exactly where they
would place it was paramount.
It was further suggested that
how often it would be emptied
and whether there would be
any crushing equipment avail-
able should also be queried.
The Clerk was to discuss this
with the SCDC officer con-
cerned and report back. In prin-
ciple, however, Councillors
would like to see a plastics bank
available in the village.

The meeting closed at 21.15.

New double yellow lines

Village sign

Wacky Batman & Robin 2002

Stantons Lane “The Bridge” in question

Linton Parish Council
Linton Social Centre
Coles Lane, Linton

Cambridge, CB1 6JS
Tel: C. 891001

Web site: www.lintonpc.org.uk
Clerk to the Council Mrs Gill Barker

Email: clerk@lintonpc.org.uk

Office hours
Monday 9am–12noon & 4–6pm
Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon

Or by appointment

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
DATES

FULL COUNCIL
May 2004:- 6th and 20th

JUNE 2004:- 3rd and 17th

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre
and commence at 8pm


