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Further details about items in bold type may be found else-
where in THE LINTON NEWS

Did you know that you could also send an email with your
event details to diary@linton.info, or use the form on

www.linton.info?

Weekly: Whist Drive, 7.30pm, Mondays Social Centre
Weekly: Men’s Keep Fit Club, 8pm, Mondays LVC
Weekly: WEA class, 10-11.45am, Tuesdays Social Centre
Weekly: Story Time, 2-2.30pm, Tuesdays Library
Weekly: Linton Radio Race Car Club, 6-10pm, Wednesdays S C
Weekly: IT Club, 7pm, Tuesdays Cathodeon Centre
Weekly: Linton Chess Club, 7.30pm, Tuesdays Social Centre
Weekly: Citizens Advice, 1.30pm-3pm, Wednesdays SC
Weekly: Little Acorns, 10.00am-11.30am, Thursdays SC
Weekly: Carpet Bowls, 7.30pm, Thursdays Social Centre
Weekly: Bridge Club, 7pm, Fridays Cathodeon Centre

April

3 Chestnut Playgroup Easter Disco, 3-5pm Fire Station
3 Farmers’ Market, 10.00am LVC
3 Cambs Local History Society, Lecture 2.15pm

St John’s Hall, Cambridge
5 Abington Gardening Club, 7.30pm Village Institute
6 WI, 7.30pm Social Centre
7 Lent Lunch, 12noon-2.30pm Chalklands
13 VIP Group 2.00pm Chalklands
13 Gardening Club, 7.30pm, Social Centre
15 Linton Granta Bowls Club enrolment evening 6-8pm,

                                       The Pavilion, Recreation Ground
15 Parish Council Meeting, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
18 Camera Club 10.00am Social Centre
18 Table Top & Car Boot sale, 10am-2pm Fire Station
20 Historical Society, 7.30pm Social Centre
21 LVC re-development plans, 7.30pm LVC
21 CAMTAD, 9.00am-12noon Health Centre
21 Parent Partnership Service drop in, 1.30-3.00pm Social Centre
22 Coffee morning in  aid of Magpas, 10.30-12noon Manor House

Green Lane
24 Linton Music Society Concert,

Trillum Bass Quartet,7.30pm, Holy Trinity Church, Balsham
24 Jumble Sale 11am, in aid of Flaxfields Social Centre
26 Walk led by by John Wintle, 2.30pm St Mary’s
27 Annual Parish Meeting, 8pm Social Centre

Refuse collection: 5th, 19th

Recycling collection: 13th, 26th

May
1 Coffee morning in aid of Flower Festival, 10.30-12noon,

Richmonds, High Street
4 WI, 7:30pm Social Centre
Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 2-
5pm; Wednesday 2-5pm, 6-8pm; Thursday Closed; Friday
10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon.

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS IN THE

PLEASE NOTE NEW
DEADLINES WILL BE
ON A FRIDAY FROM

NOW ON
FOR DATE SEE PAGE
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AS a regular bus passenger,
used to being on a morn-

ing bus to Cambridge and meet-
ing the Haverhill bus head-on
in the High Street, I often wit-
ness quite heroic displays of
manoeuvring from the drivers.

On 2nd March a far worse
situation arose as there were a
couple of holes in the High
Street, coupled with careless
parking, and the fact that the
buses met at just the wrong
point.

LINTON Patchwork Group
has made this beautiful quilt,
which will be raffled in June in
aid of MAGPAS (Mid Anglian
General Practitioners Accident
Service), at a cheese and wine
party in Balsham. Details to be
released next month.

The quilt, which is of mod-
ern design, has taken eighteen
months to complete. The back-
ground colour is cream with
patchwork stylised tulips in
shades of pink and terracotta
with green leaves. All the quilt-
ing is handcrafted.

There will be a coffee morn-
ing at The Manor House, Green
Lane, at 10.30-12 noon on 22nd

April where the quilt will be
shown and also raffle tickets
can be purchased. Entrance to
the coffee morning includes
coffee and home-made bis-
cuits. There will also be a bring
and buy stall and a cake stall.

Many thanks to Mr and Mrs

Powell for allowing us to hold
this event at the manor.

Raffle tickets are available
from me.

Carol Todd 892979

TULIPS BUT NOT FROM AMSTERDAM

L.B. CABSL.B. CABS
LINTONLINTON
for all your 
long and 

short 
taxi trips

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

Driver
Wanted

Full or Part-time
Hours to be Arranged

 For details phone

01223 892986

L.B. CABS
LINTON

FLAXFIELDS  has been rather
busy raising funds for “good
causes” and we would like to
mention the help given to the
following recipients.

On Thursday 11th March
Flaxfields Residents and
Friends  had a Knit & Natter
which raised £60 for the funds
of the Home Farm Trust.

Again the same team, this
time on Thursday 18th March
raised £175 for Cancer Re-
search UK by holding an All
Day Breakfast.

Thanks to all who helped and
those that came along!

A diary note for any inter-
ested people: Jumble sale at
11am on 24th April at the Social
Centre. Jacque Wilson

Flaxfields

BUSY FINGERS

A SERIES of walks, led by
John Wintle, is being held in
the next three months to enjoy
the countryside around Linton
to learn something about it,
and to raise funds for the
Friends of St Mary’s.

The first walk start at St

Mary’s at 2.30pm on Sunday
26th April. We will cross the
hills over to Hadstock, were
there will be a short 10 minute
presentation about the village
and its church, before return-
ing to Linton at approx
5.30pm, a distance of about
six miles. A voluntary contri-
bution per person is invited
(students and children ex-
empt).

John Wintle 893410

FOLLOW
JOHN’S LEAD

Those people who say the
buses should not mount the
pavement would have seen that
there was simply no choice –
neither bus could retreat, as
there was a stream of traffic
behind each vehicle. Our bus
almost ended up in the lounge
of one house, and the buses
were a hair’s breadth away
from each other, diagonally
across the width of the road.
This caused a spectacle for the
children on their way to school,

but I was disappointed that a
few parents still insisted on
squeezing past our bus while it
was mounting the pavement.

The Haverhill bus driver
(Mike) had to vacate his seat
and help the Cambridge bus
driver (Barry) out of this pre-
dicament, and I was impressed
that they both were very good-
natured about the situation. Our
driver fully deserved the round
of applause he received once
we were free from the tangle,

having held up the traffic for a
full ten minutes, longer than
usual.

Now I see that extra (very
bright) yellow lines have been
painted, and this will probably
help towards the situation of
the buses, but I expect there
will be quite a few grumbles as
there are fewer places to park
now. However if this keeps a
bus service running through the
village, then I am all for it

Tracey Wilson 891988

CHM Office Services
Your Local Secretarial/Admin Support Specialist

Are you or your business overwhelmed by paperwork?
Could you find better things to do with your time?

Need help at holiday or busy time? – Then we can help

Friendly, reliable and efficient service

n Microsoft Word/Powerpoint/Access/Excel
n Mailshots, Reports, Forms, letters written and dispatched
n Presentations or promotional material prepared
n Database preparation and management
n Data input, Graphs
n Contract or 'one-off' service available
n Send by post, fax or e-mail, or on-site work

Please contact for rates and further information:
Tel/Fax: 01223 894965   E-mail: CHMHouse@aol.com

HIGH STREET
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FROM WHERE I’M
SITTING
by TONY SMITH

DREAMS OF ASIA---

THINGS are not always as they seem.
For example, I bet there are few people who know an

American chap called Paul Williams, but almost everyone has
heard his music. It was Paul who wrote the music for the film
Bugsy Malone, he wrote songs for the Carpenters, Elvis
Presley, Art Garfunkel and many, many more, yet the chances
are that many of you have never heard of him. This is because
he has not pushed himself to a position where he is instantly
known or recognised and has just continued doing what he
loves - writing and performing. Paul once wrote as a preface
to one of his albums, “There are those who talk, and those who
listen. This is for the listeners”.

To a lesser degree, there are people around Linton who are,
like Paul, getting on with their business quietly. They do not
want or need recognition and never get their name “up in
lights”. It is these people who have always had my respect,
and whilst there will always be those who talk but do nothing,
argue but do not hear, conclude without understanding, it is
the quiet people that I go out of my way to listen to.

Recently, I was invited to Papworth Everard to meet the
Papworth Trust User Council. These are a group of disabled
Papworth Trust residents (of which I am one), who meet to
discuss, with various departments within the Trust, about
issues that arise. I don’t think I was prepared for what I
experienced. There was no whingeing, no complaining or
arguing and the meeting had been designed to get issues
across, questions answered and points of view heard in a very
efficient and business-like way. The User Council always
invites a member from the Trust to attend meetings and on this
occasion it was Gordon Lister, Chief Executive of the
Papworth Trust. Over the years I have attended many meet-
ings but I can honestly say that I went home not only full of
admiration for the way the User Council conducted them-
selves, but also for Mr. Lister, who treated the issues raised
with understanding and without patronising. The respect on
all sides of the table was obvious, and I am very proud to be
joining the User Council in May. Linton has one bungalow for
the disabled, owned and maintained by the Papworth Trust, in
Paynes Meadow, and it is hoped to build two more in the
future as part of the Trust’s commitment to build around
twenty properties a year for disabled people and their fami-
lies. I take my hat off to the people I met on that evening. The
quiet people, who talk least and achieve most.

And on to the weather. We are almost at the end of Glumner
now, but for those of us with tender plants and seedlings, don’t
think we are out of the woods just yet! Night frosts will follow
dry bright days, the majority of the rain being in the north of
England, a few days of cloud and the odd shower being nearer
the mark for us here in Linton.

Please take care, stay safe and take care of your loved ones.
I’ll see you next month.

THE President of Linton
WI  welcomed members
on a cold March evening.

Birthday posies were distrib-
uted and the February minutes
read. Events and outings were
announced – ideas would be
appreciated for fund raising to-
wards our donation for the new
headquarters in Girton. There
is a vacancy for one committee
member – a volunteer is re-
quired! Serving on committee
is a marvellous way to get to
know all the members.

Our speaker was John
Keeble who, assisted by his
wife June who had taken many
of the photos, entertained us
with a talk entitled ‘Dreams of
Asia’. We were taken on a trip
via the slides to Cambodia,
Burma, Laos and Thailand.
Most of the people are very
poor and live in primitive con-
ditions, scavenging for any-
thing they can eat or sell. So

much of their land, especially
in Cambodia, is contaminated
by landmines and bombs,
therefore life for many is very
precarious. Things are easier
in the towns, jobs being more
plentiful. Despite the harsh
conditions, most people on the
slides had such happy smiling
faces. Religion is taken very
seriously and some go through
the most unpleasant rituals to
purify their communities by
having their faces pierced by
needles, sticks, metal poles,
etc. – so far from our compre-
hension and experience! Clare
Neville thanked Mr and Mrs

Keeble for their interesting
slides and talk. Tea and coffee
were served and the raffle
drawn.

Our next meeting is the An-
nual Meeting on 6th April, with
a quiz, social time and trading
stall.

Tricia Lewis 893609

ON Monday 16th Febru-
ary at the Village Hall,
Hildersham,  eleven WI

members welcomed Mr Daniel
Fox who spoke to us about his
work with the SOS Children’s
Villages. We learnt that the first
Children’s Village was started
by Hermann Gmeiner in 1949
in Imst, Austria. The mission
of the SOS Children’s Village
is to pioneer a family approach
to long-term care and support
of orphaned and abandoned
children. Today there are 439
SOS Children’s Villages in 131
countries which would not be
possible without the generous
support of donations from the
public.

On Monday 15th March
eleven members met at Furze
Hill House, the home of Mr and
Mrs Crampin, to hold the An-
nual Meeting. We were de-
lighted to hear that our Presi-
dent, Mrs Di Arkwright, has
agreed to stand for a further
year, as have all members of
the committee. We owe to her
our special thanks, also to our
Treasurer Mrs Iris Davies, to
Mrs Jean Morton our pro-
gramme organiser and to Mrs

Pauline Franklin, our Secre-
tary, who does all the hard work
and continues to keep us in
good order.

After the business we were
entertained with a very inter-
esting talk and video from Mrs

Muriel Crampin about her re-
cent trip to KwaZulu – Natal,
South Africa, based at the Cutty
Sark Hotel, Scottburgh, over-
looking the Indian ocean. It
certainly sounded like an ac-
tion-packed holiday, visiting
the Durban Botanical Gardens,
an Assagai Zulu village, the
Oribi gorge and the Battlefields
of Rorke’s Drift, Isandlwana
and Spioenkop. A highlight of
the holiday was a visit to the
Saga Jabula project, which is a
Zulu creche for the Malangeni
children. Our President gave
the vote of thanks.

We look forward to our next
meeting, which will be held at
the Village Hall on Tuesday
20th April. The speaker will be
Mrs A Ross on the subject of
‘Women of Nepal’.

---AND HIGHLIGHTS OF
SOUTH AFRICA

THERE will be a house to
house collection in aid of Save
The Children from Sunday 25th

April to Saturday 1st May.
The theme is “Skip a Treat”

so perhaps you could give up a
bar of chocolate, pudding, a
glass of wine or whatever is a
treat for you and donate the
amount saved to Save The
Children.

Judith White 894447

GARTH Collard welcomed Mr

Barry Stevenson who had
come along to discuss the many
items brought by members to
his ‘Antiques Road Show’. Mr

Stevenson is ‘not in the trade’
and does not give valuations,
but his description and knowl-
edge of the very interesting
items displayed was most in-
structive and informative. His
knowledge covers all aspects
of antiquities. Included in the
display were an endorsed cigar
protector of 1855, an engraved
silver hip flask of 1910 and
various carved figures, one
with a very interesting story in
that it was an African ‘Twin’.
Apparently mothers of twins
of whom one dies have these
figures carved and keep them
as a representation of the twin
that died. There were some
very old books, including a
Herbal tome of 1633 and an
18thc. children’s book, albums
of cigarette cards and postcards
from the Edwardian period, a
smoker’s cabinet with cigarette
and cigar cases, a Victorian
christening set, an old silver
match case, a leather ink bot-
tle, a small portable micro-
scope and Hoggs book, The
Microscope, dated 1854, to
name but a few of the many
intriguing items brought along
and described.

Claire Neville thanked Mr

Stevenson who also mentioned
the Open Gardens Day on 18th

July in his home village of
Cowlinge.

On Tuesday 20th April, Mr

Chris Jakes will be showing
photographs of Old Cam-
bridge, 1850-1940; all are wel-
come. Members who are going
to Gressinghall are reminded
that 20th April is the closing
date for payment, or send it as
soon as possible to me.

Joan Pearman

TESCO is once again running
its annual Computers for
Schools promotion, which has
donated more than £80 million
worth of hardware and soft-
ware to schools over the last
thirteen years. If you shop at
Tesco this month, please re-
member to save your vouchers
for one of the local schools.
The vouchers will be given out
with all purchases until Sun-
day 2nd May. Linton Heights
Junior School urgently needs
to upgrade its computer equip-
ment following recommenda-
tions in the recent Ofsted re-
port and would be grateful for
any spare vouchers. You can
deliver them to the school of-
fice any time after the start of
the summer term on Tuesday
20th April.

Tony Kelly 892553

KEEP THOSE
TOKENS....

SKIP A TREAT

MEMBERS and friends of Lin-
ton Granta Bowls Club met for
their Celebration Dinner at
Hildersham village hall at the
end of February.

Duxford Country Kitchens
served a delicious hot meal fol-
lowed by coffee and mints.

There was a Bumper Raffle
amidst plenty of good humour
and laughter and afterwards
Sam Agnew entertained with a
quiz. A good time was had by
all.

Enrolment evening will be
6-8pmon Thursday 15th April
at the pavilion on the Recrea-
tion Ground.

Bowls Drives will start
sometime in mid April
[weather permitting] on
Wednesday afternoons at 2pm.

New members are very wel-
come. We request that you pro-
vide your own flat shoes but
bowls may be borrowed from
the club. For further informa-
tion please phone me.

June Bunn 891442

ANTIQUES
ROADSHOW

BOWLED OVER

THERE will be a Table Top
and Car Boot Sale at the Fire
Station 10am-2pm on Sunday
18th April in aid of the Fire
Service Benevolent Fund and
the Chestnut Playgroup.

There will refreshments,
tombola and more.

If you would like a pitch or
a table for a small fee, or just
want to donate prizes or gifts
please contact me.

Mark Collins 89189

TABLE TOP &
CAR BOOT SALE

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone (01799) 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough
to deal with most accountancy and taxation matters

(ranging from personal tax returns to audit of
limited companies).

For an initial consultation (without obligation)
please contact Richard King

01223 830550
B OU R N E  B R I D GE  A B I N GT O N  C A M B R I D GE

(n r  C O M F OR T  C A F E )

�  Authorised MOT centre
�  Free MOT retest
�  ALL MAKES serviced and repaired
�  Collection and Delivery Arranged
�  FREE use of courtesy car
�  Polite friendly staff
�  FREE Advice
�  Windscreens Fitted
A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE

CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT??

L INTO N
VILLAGE
MOTORS

K & N
CLAXTON
Painters &
Decorators

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

(01223) 892190
(01223) 893487
07721 934553

k.n.claxton@drakecom.com

Linton Based

Tel:

B I L L S O N

Opticians
Contact Lens Fitting

lFull range of soft daily wear available
lSoft monthly disposable, £17.50/month inc. solutions
lSoft Toric lenses for astigmatism, £21.50/month

including solutions
55 High Street, LINTON, CB1 6HS

Appointments: 01223 891333

Established 1930

Gillian Anderson

B I L L S O N

Opticians
 lExtensive Range of Frames & Lenses
 lFull Private & NHS Work
 lVarifocal/Multifocal Specialist

Open Monday to Friday, 9.00–12.30, 1.30–5.00
55 High Street, LINTON, CB1 6HS

Appointments: 01223 891333

Established 1930

PKKaren Perry
MICHT IIHHT

Mobile Qualified 

Aromatherapist

To find out more about an 

Aromatherapy treatment in 

the comfort of your own 

home please contact me on 

07941 928955.

(Ladies only please)

DG  DECOR
PAINTERS & 

DECORATORS

n Interior and exterior
n Free quotes
n Many Linton references

Tel: 01440 764919
Mobile: 07971 603557

Designer Drapes
Linton Road, Hadstock

Tel: 01223 890556
Email: DrapesatHadstock@aol.com

Made to measure Curtains and Blinds
Re-Upholstery service

Foam cut to size
Fabric available by the Metre
Collection and delivery Service

Why not call in and browse through our pattern books

Nick Scott

*CARPETS *           *VINYLS*
*CONTRACT FLOORING *

*HOME SELECTION*
*FREE MEASURING & ESTIMATING*

Tel 01223 893634
Mobile 07885 173113

35 Mortlock Gardens, Gt Abington, Cambridge CB1 6BA
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Post and email addresses and deadline for letters on page 6
READERS WRITE OUR THANKS

HELPING HANDS
NEEDED

Dear Editor
Please may I, through The

Linton News, make a plea?
Helping Hands urgently

needs more volunteer drivers
to help us to continue answer-
ing calls for help in Linton and
surrounding villages.

Some loyal drivers have had
to retire for personal reasons.
We do thank each one for often
years of help.

It would be so encouraging
if their places could be filled by
new volunteers. Those who use
our service pay 35p a mile,
within Linton £1.50. We do
not phone you very often and
you can always say, “I cannot
manage that day”. You could
volunteer just to do Linton vil-
lage journeys or even specific
days in a week.

Where do I park at
Addenbrookes? Many people
have blue discs, such a help,
and porters will come with a
wheelchair if necessary to take
your friend to the clinic while
you park.

I have found so much en-
couragement and generosity of
spirit, so journeys are a pleas-
ure. Also, we make new
friends. We would be very
pleased to discuss any prob-
lems and help in any way to
give you peace of mind.

Do telephone, please.
Joy Button 892300

Dear Editor
In early November 2003,

Pat and I moved house from
Hillway to Hunstanton in Nor-
folk, hoping for a long and
happy retirement by the sea.

The decision to move was
quite sudden really. On one of
our frequent visits to the area,
we noticed a small develop-
ment (seven houses) close to
the sea, also near to Tesco,
Woolworths and all the main
shops, plus the golf course at
Searles. We chose the house
with the best sea view, put our
bungalow up for sale, and be-
fore we knew it we were the
owners of a house by the sea!

It has certainly not been all
like an extended holiday. The
long winter evenings with only
each other for company have
been a bit of a drag, however,
we have made the most of the
daylight hours. I joined the
golf club, and Pat has the
luxury, after 60-odd years liv-
ing in Linton of being able to
walk to the shops.

Anyone who remembers
seeing us traipsing round Rivey
Hill or Little Linton would rec-
ognise us now with the three
brown dogs every morning and
afternoon either on the beach,
the sand dunes near Holme, or
Sandringham woods. It is a
lovely place to live, if you can
accept leaving family and
friends behind, and can stand
the long winter evenings.

Property prices are lower
and living expenses much less,
with the Sunday market for
fruit, vegetables, etc., DIY and
discount shops. King’s Lynn
has QD, Wilkinsons, plus all
the usual chain stores.

Pat and I would welcome a
visit from old friends from Lin-
ton, although we don’t do Bed
& Breakfast!

Best wishes to you all.
Pat and David Newman
2 Raines Close
Hunstanton
Norfolk PE36 5BJ
 01485 532547

Dear Editor
Please would the ignorant

person who is allowing their
dog to use my front garden in
Barley Way and along Parson-
age Way as a toilet rather than
using their own garden let me
know why this is acceptable.

Do you not know most of
the houses have young chil-
dren, and when we leave for
school and then have to return
home to change footwear after
treading in the mess how in-
convenient this is?
Sarajane Howard Lilley
4 Barley Way

A GOOD MOVE

Dear Editor
I am a resident of Joiners

Road and my property backs
on to the Linton Village Col-
lege car park. I am strongly
opposed to the planned devel-
opment of a new special school
on the Linton Village College
site. This is a very large devel-
opment in terms of the number
of people working at the site
and if allowed to proceed, will
have a very significant and un-
desirable impact on village life
and village infrastructure.

At the public meeting I was
given a letter from Denis
Baldry, briefing the ‘Chairs of
the Governing Bodies and the
Headteachers of the four
schools’. This letter stated that
this new special school will
‘enable joint use of the build-
ings between school, health
and later Social Services De-
partment for an extended day
… 8.30 – 5.30 and 50 weeks of
the year.’

I am strongly opposed to
any new development that
combines Education, Health
and Social Services and angry
that the use of the proposed
buildings has not been clearly
explained to residents before
the plans were submitted.

I am strongly opposed to the
new site being used for an ex-
tended day of 8.30 until 5.30
and for 50 weeks of the year.
This statistic implies that this
development is not just a
school. I therefore find it im-
possible to assess fully the im-
pact to Linton village life and
to my property.

Having inspected the plans,
I find that a new road will fol-
low a route between the exist-
ing Village College buildings
and the playing fields. It will
feature traffic lights on the
A1307 and a new roundabout
immediately behind my prop-
erty.

I estimate that approx. 600
extra vehicle journeys will be
made along this road and round
the roundabout at the back of
my property every day. This
dramatic increase in traffic is
not fitting for the area and will
turn what is now a quiet car
park into a busy main road. I
am strongly opposed to these
plans because of the increased
traffic on the A1307. On aver-
age one person dies on the
A1307 every month; 600 ex-
tra vehicles every day will
dramatically increase this

statistic.
It will be more difficult and

dangerous for pedestrians
crossing the A1307 near Lin-
ton High Street, and for resi-
dents of Joiners road crossing
the A1307 to get to the bus stop
opposite.

The plans do not clearly
show adequate pedestrian
crossings or barriers where the
new road crosses between the
school and the playing fields.
There is also no mention of
speed limits!

The plans only provide
around 75 new car parking
places. This is not adequate for
the amount of traffic expected.

If the new development is
allowed to proceed the impact
to my property on Joiners Road
will be unacceptable. There
will be light pollution due to
street lighting for the new road.
There will be light pollution
from headlights sweeping
across my property as vehicles
travel around the new rounda-
bout. This will invade my pri-
vacy dramatically. There will
also be excessive noise pollu-
tion and air pollution due to the
increase of traffic.

At the public meeting to dis-
cuss the plans a great deal was
made of the potential of the
new development for out of
hours use by the community. I
am extremely concerned that
the new facilities will instead
provide a new place for youths
to congregate.

If these plans are allowed to
go ahead my back garden will
be transformed from a quiet
haven for children to play  into
a noisy place where we would
not be able to relax even in the
school holidays.

Please do not approve these
plans.
Mrs P Martin
Rushwood, Joiners road

This letter has been reduced
owing to space restrictions, to
see the full letter please go to
our website.

LNT

NEW SCHOOL,
GOOD OR BAD?

Dear Editor
My family and I wish to

express our sincere thanks to
all those who offered help and
showed such kindness during
Bill’s long illness. We appreci-
ated greatly their letters, cards
and telephone messages of
sympathy.

It was comforting to have
the presence of many of our
friends at the funeral service.
We thank those who have sent
donations to The British Heart
Foundation in his memory.
Halina Hovell
2 Cambridge Road

Dear Editor
We would like to convey

our grateful thanks to the cus-
tomers of the Dog & Duck and
the people of Linton who
signed our petition, wrote let-
ters and gave us enormous sup-
port in our quest to gain plan-
ning permission to build an
extension to our pub. A big
heartfelt ‘thank you’ to you all.

Since taking on the Dog & Duck
we have received so much sup-
port, particularly throughout the
flood and our forced closure in
2001. Since the Spring of 2003 we
have been involved with SCDC
planning office, and latterly the
Environment Agency to further
expand our premises. This exer-
cise has been peppered with disap-
pointment and has certainly been
yet another learning curve for us.
However, EA objections have now
been withdrawn and we are look-
ing forward to planning permis-
sion being finally granted in the
next week or so.

It is hoped that following the
Easter weekend, works will com-
mence for a period of approxi-
mately eight weeks; for some of
this time our food operation will
have to close, as a new kitchen is
installed. The bar may have to
close for a week or so too.

When we re-open in mid-June
we will be able at last to welcome
families, have disabled access and
facilities to embrace wheelchair
users and a larger dining area which
will look out onto the river’s edge.

Again our heartfelt thanks; your
letters and signatures on our peti-
tion (371 in just four days) cer-
tainly helped gain a turnaround of
opinion at the February meeting-
the authorities were visibly shaken
on the day!

Tracy Harrison and
Bob Hackett

DID you know that Linton has
it’s own Talking Newspaper?
I’m sure many of you will an-
swer “Of course” But for those
who don’t let me give a brief
outline.

Celebrating it’s 14th birth-
day in March some of the
founders are still with it. The
prime aim of the tape “The
Granta Grapevine” is so that
the visually impaired can inde-
pendently enjoy the “Linton
News” just as easily as those
blessed with good eyesight.

However we have always
only used one side of a 90
minute tape for this and the
reverse is a magazine of arti-
cles, stories, interviews – in
fact anything we can produce
that will be of interest to our
listeners. These are anyone reg-
istered visually impaired, to
whom we post the monthly edi-
tion free of charge.

If you know anyone who
would like this service please
let us know – all we need is
their name and address.

There are other ways to help
if you are interested. We are
always looking for articles,
(free of copyright) stories or
interesting tales to tell. Do you
have a talent in that direction?

Regular readers (recording
is always on a Thursday
evening once a month) with
good clear voices are needed
too. Or maybe your talents lie
more in committee work.
Meetings are only about four
times a year and not onerous.

 Then there is the editorial
work of producing the maga-
zine. Now you can’t say there
is not variety in this particu-
larly local charity.

So give it a thought and see
if you would like to contribute
or join the team, if so please
contact me.

Clare Neville 89325

CAN YOU
WRITE A
STORY?

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

À

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

E S T A B L I S H E D   1 9 70

INVESTORS PLANNING ASSOCIATES LIMITED
1D Limberhurst Court, Haverhill Road, Horseheath, 

Cambridge, CB1 6RG, Tel: 01440 713533 or 713544

Fax: 01440 713544; Email: rogerhickford@aol.com

ROGER  HICKFORD M.L.I.A. (dip.)
Independent  Financial and Mortgage Adviser

Mortgages
                             

Moving house?  Re-mortgaging?  Looking for a better deal?
No Fees – Totally Independent – Experienced – Local

Also: Investments, Savings, Pensions, Life Cover, Protection.

Call - with no obligation 01440 713533 or 713544
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Services Authority for Investment Business

Mortgages regulated by the MCCB Reg.no.4760334
WRITTEN DETAILS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT 

KEEP UP REPAYMENTS  ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT

BODY

IMAGE

Toning Tables (free trial), 
Sunbed, Chiropody, 

Manicures, Pedicures 
Nail Extensions "new2u" 
Nearly new ladies' clothes, 
shoes, bags. Quality items 
accepted on 50/50 basis.

10a High Street, Fulbourn
01223 880881

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield  Rise, Linton
Tel/Fax: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Fami lies welcome
No smoking

STEVE HALL
GARDEN SERVICES

CALL FOR HELP

IN YOUR GARDEN

TEL 01279 817739

MOBILE

07778 049063

DIRTY OWNERS
NOT THEIR DOGS

THE winners of March’s K-
Club monthly draw:

1st prize (£50) Victoria
Madden (No. 314) ; 2nd prize
(£25) Vi Murton (No. 177) ;
3rd prize (£10) Sue Mudge
(No. 258)

K-CLUB WINNERS

DOES anyone remember The
Linton Granta Song? One of
our readers  remembers sing-
ing it in his youth but cannot
remember the words to teach
his grandson. If you know the
words, of either version he
would be very grateful for
them. Please contact him.

Gilbert Whiffin 834960

Block Paving, Slabbing & 

Gravel Drives, Patios & 

Fencing, Property 

Maintenance & Small 

Building Works 

For a Local, Reliable and 

a Friendly Service with 

FREE Quotations

Tel: 01223 890060 or 

07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com

LINTON
PAVING 

COMPANY

Please note new deadline date

DO YOU
REMEMBER?

BED AND
BREAKFAST

at
THE OLD BAKERY
WEST WRATTING

CAMBRIDGE
CB1 5LU

Also cottage to rent for holidays,
weekends and short-term breaks.

(situated at West Wratting)
Sleeps six people

Tel: David or Carol
(01223) 290492
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THANK you to everyone who
supported the recent ‘Chernobyl
Children’s Appeal’. The mar-
vellous amount of £660 was
raised including donations.

The local group who give
aid to the children of Chernobyl
are supporting another group
who do the same good work.
Their challenge will be taking
place in May 2004 and they are
attempting a sponsored drive
in a 1988 Reliant Robin to raise
£10,000. The trip will cover a
distance of 1,685 miles through
France, Belgium, Holland,
Germany, Poland and finally
into the Ukraine, where they
will be heading for the city of
Chernigov, which is 25 miles
from Chernobyl.

As you may remember, in
1986 the nuclear power station
reactor exploded causing wide-
spread nuclear fallout covering
hundreds of square miles; the
brunt of the damage to
the people in surrounding
Chernigov. There are still thou-
sands of children and adults suf-
fering as a result of this, many
having developed cancer, leu-
kaemia, thyroid and chest prob-
lems. Even today there is evi-
dence of this with new-born chil-
dren still suffering illnesses as
the effects of the radiation are
passed down through the genes

from mother to child. Since the
demise of the Russian Commu-
nist regime there is very little
funding available to help their
plight other than from the west.

Anglian Humanitarian Aid
was founded by Michael and
Pauline Rust who have given
relentless help and support to the
people of Chernobyl for many
years. Michael was awarded the
MBE in 1999 for his dedicated
efforts. Their task for this par-
ticular trip is to raise enough
money to renew the boiler in the
Polyclinic No2 that is situated in
Chernigov. This is a childrens’
hospital and serves a large area
of Chernigov and it is estimated
that there are around 1,500 chil-
dren that visit this hospital every
week. The current boiler is not
large enough to heat the therapy
pools and the hospital, therefore
the aqua therapy pools are not
available in the winter months
when temperatures can fall to
around –25oC. The drivers on
this trip will be Trevor Little, a
director of Witham Motaquip
and Russell Warner, a marine
engineer for One Stop Chan-
dlery.

Your help with this challenge
would be very much
appreciated.If you would like to
sponsor this effort, please con-
tact me.      Jean Whitby 893645

THEY STILL NEED YOUR HELP

ON the first Friday in March,
about 45 women (and one or two
men!) from all four Linton
churches and from nearby vil-
lages, came together at St Mary’s
Church to share in this world-
wide, interdenominational day
of prayer. The service was led by
Mrs Linda Pearson of the United
Reformed Church and Mrs

Maureen Harper of the Roman
Catholic Church. Women from
all denominations took part as
readers.

The service had been pre-
pared by Christian women of
Panama on the theme “In Faith,
Women Shape the Future”. A
colourful display of pictures,
etc. depicting various aspects
of Panama (“land of butterflies
and fish”) had been arranged
by two members of the Roman
Catholic congregation and

NO COFFEE BUT MUCH TO SHARE

the NAME 
for property 
in the AREA
    is:
Kevin Henry

       estate agents

tel: 01799 513632
www.kevinhenry.co.uk

Kevin Henry in association with other independent

Estate Agents offers the BEST coverage in the AREA

EVERY MONDAY
Senior Citizens' Lunch

2 Course wholesome lunch £5.50(12noon-2pm)
THURSDAYS - Steak Night   FRIDAYS - Fish Night

SATURDAYS-Surf & Turf Night  SUNDAYS-Roast Lunch
PLUS LUNCH & EVENING MENUS

PLUS CHEF'S SPECIALS
& GREAT HOME MADE PUDDINGS!

The Dog & Duck
 16th Century Riverside Inn

Greene King Gold Standard Award 2003
Telephone  01223 891257

Website www.doganducklinton.co.uk

M
cKenzie & Haywards

Garage

MHG

MOT while you wait.
Servicing, 

Collection & Delivery Service
McKenzie & Haywards 

Garage
Units 3/4 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambridge, CB1 6XN

Tel: 01223 894140   
Fax: 01223 890035 

E-mail: murray@mckenzie-haywards.freeserve.co.uk

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered

Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

Beauty Salon
Facials,Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Aromatherapy, Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ing,  Make-Up, 

Colour analysis,  Ear 
Piercing, Sunbed etc.

Tel Carol 893590
BABTAC, ITEC

L I N T O N

Roses
Donnelly

and Morrice
ALL ASPECTS OF

 BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Telephone:
01223 892915 

or 01223 891877
Mobiles:

07855 346826 
or 07977 486941

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
15 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    07748627920

N.C.BOWDEN

ELECTRICAL

Phone: 07976  838373
 or  01223  893497

THIS Easter, children of all
ages are invited to take part in
a nursery rhyme trail in Linton.
From Saturday 3rd April to
Monday 19th April, nursery
rhyme clues will be displayed
in 10 shop windows along Lin-
ton High Street. All you have
to do is to fill in a Trail sheet

NURSERY RHYME TRAIL
(available from Sweet Talk
News for £1) and there will be
a prize for the most correct
answers (in the event of a tie,
the name of the winner will be
picked from a hat).

All proceeds will go to Lin-
ton Granta Playgroup and Tod-
dlers.

Liz Crump 892471

remained on view in the church
the following weekend.

The excellent address was
given by Mrs Jane Shoesmith, an
Anglican Reader from Cam-
bridge. The collection, totalling
£111.00 has been sent to the
Cambridge treasurer of the
Women’s World Day of Prayer
in support of their work with the
Christian Education Projects and
Literature Societies in this coun-
try and abroad. Due to circum-
stances beyond our control, it
was not possible to serve coffee
afterwards this year and our cus-
tomary time of fellowship was
greatly missed.

Many thanks are due to eve-
ryone who helped with ar-
rangements for this service,
both in the planning before-
hand and on the day itself.

Joy Button 892300

SAFFRON WALDEN MP Sir
Alan Haselhurst joined mem-
bers of Stop Stansted Expan-
sion (SSE) and local council-
lors on 17th March to lead a
public meeting, highlighting
the threat to their quality of life
that airport expansion would
pose.

Sir Alan’s strong opposition
to the scale of development at
Stansted is well documented.
It reflects his deep-rooted con-
cerns about the impact on both
the immediate airport area and
the wider effects across the re-
gion, including Saffron
Walden. “The implications of
Stansted Airport expansion for
Saffron Walden are severe,”
he said. “SSE is right to keep
the town informed about what
can be done to maintain oppo-
sition.”

The meeting was particu-
larly timely since BAA has
announced that in 12 months
time it will apply to increase
the number of passengers trav-
elling through Stansted from
the limit of 25 million passen-
gers per annum (mppa) to up to
35 mppa. This would mean
more than double the number
of planes than at present.

BAA has also signalled its
intention to apply within 18
months to build a second run-
way here. This would increase
the throughput from the cur-
rent 18 mppa to a massive 80
mppa, far exceeding the size of
Heathrow Airport (63 mppa).
The adverse effects of such
major expansion would be in-
escapable, both from the size-
able increase in the number of
planes and related noise and
pollution, as well as from the
extreme pressure on health,
transport, education and hous-
ing services.

Further information is avail-
able from:Carol Barbone,
Campaign Director SSE,  0777
552 3091, Norman Mead,
Chairman  SSE, 01279 659483,
SSE campaign office 01279
870558 See also:
 www.stopstanstedexpansion.com

STOP
STANSTED

EXPANSION

MS
Landscaping
6 Arundel Walk
Haverhill
Suffolk
CB9 9BG
Tel: 01440 712260
Mobile: 07990 940227

Patios, Drives, Paving
All Bricklaying, Turfing
Fencing/Gates
Pergolas and repairs

THE Parish Plan group will
present their report to the An-
nual Parish Meeting on 27th

April.  Copies of the report will
be available at the meeting or
from the Parish Council Office
during the preceding week and
a summary version will be dis-
tributed in early summer.

During the course of this en-
quiry it has become apparent
that ‘Parish Plan’ is perhaps a
misnomer, ‘People’s Preference
Project’ is probably nearer the
mark! ‘Parish Plan’ suggests that
the proposals have all been
agreed and that we should now
be able to sit back and wait for
the bulldozers and social engi-
neers to arrive and fulfil all our
aspirations.

Although there will be no
immediate results it must not be
forgotten that this is an entirely
new approach. Under all preced-
ing planning legislation, objec-
tions carried a great deal of
weight (except for airport ex-
pansion!) and there was no sys-
tem for identifying just how

THE PARISH PLAN IS
ON ITS WAY

many people might support a
scheme. The results of the Parish
Plan have given support to a
variety of initiatives and when/if
they come up for consideration it
will be possible to demonstrate
how widespread this is.

The Parish Plan will uniquely
offer the wishes of the village as
a whole on a variety of topics. It
will lift much of the burden of
responsibility from the Parish
Council for assessing their views
when taking decisions, which
could have far reaching effects.
However it replaces it with the
task of implementing sugges-
tions from the plan as and when
funds are available, in addition
to all existing statutory tasks.
There are now many funding
organisations to support com-
munity groups and much of this
money is not available to Parish
Councils. It will only be possible
to access it if you are prepared to
get involved.

The document will appear on
the Linton News website first

 Judith Rossiter

SPRING is without a doubt the
zoo keepers’ favourite time of
year.   The zoo gardens are
looking stunning with beds of
colourful spring flowers, in-
cluding hundreds of vivid hya-
cinths coming up to their best.

The breeding season got off
to an early start with the birth
of a Tapir calf,  “Jan” on 2nd

January. The tiny Tapir is do-
ing very well and growing fast.

Other new babies to look
out for include owlets and more
recently, a baby Cotton-top

Tamarin.  Tamarins are a small
species of monkey from South
America.  The Cotton-top is
only from Columbia.  It is
threatened with extinction due
to habitat destruction and al-
teration.  Baby Tamarins are
carried around and looked af-
ter by father and older brothers
and sisters, who hand them
back to mum to be fed!

Lots of exciting and interactive
events are planned for the week-
ends and Easter holidays which
include:

11.30am Furry Friends En-
counter – especially for the younger
visitors.

12 noon Tapir feed and keeper
talk - a good chance to get a close
look at the new baby Tapir.

12.30pm Barn owl conserva-
tion and encounter – meet Becky
the barn owl.

1.30pm Lion cubs’ play time –
watch Riziki and Karla at play and
find out all about African lions.

2pm  Tiger’s conservation talk
– hear all about the conservation of
tigers in both captivity and the
wild and find out what we are
doing to help these magnificent
creatures.

2.30pm  Snakes, bugs and little
beasties – here is your chance to
meet and touch some of our little
creatures at this exciting interac-
tive event.

Some talks are weather per-
mitting; check before visiting.

Kim Simmons 891308

BABY COTTON-TOP TAMARIN MONKEY

THE Parent Partnership Serv-
ice offers information and ad-
vice to parents and carers of
children with Special Educa-
tional Needs. We will be hold-
ing a parent/carer information
day at The Family Resource
Centre, Linton Social Centre at
1.30-3.00pm on Wednesday,
21st April.

This drop-in session will
include a short presentation on
the support the PPS can offer,
an information display with
free leaflets, a confidential,
one-to-one consultation ses-
sion and free refreshments. We
look forward to seeing you.
For further details and consul-
tation bookings contact me.

Lynn Powell 718143

JUST DROP IN

HANDYMAN
 and general builder

From
conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 890769
Mobile 07813 070369

Beauty & Well-BeingBeauty & Well-Being
For all your beauty needs

Fully Qualified Beauty Therapist 
specialising in Aromatherapy & 

Indian Head Massage
Please contact Annette on 01223 

893114 (Ladies only please)
BABTAC member

in LintonSPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

Join us at:

The
Cathodeon Centre

High Street, Linton

Every Monday
At 7pm

Tel.
      Lesley:- 01223  248352
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PETER Mercer, who
has resided in Linton
for over 30 years,
was one of the origi-
nal instigators of the
Linton March Hare
Run organized by the
LVC PTA. In the
days when we had
Hares such as Angela
Tooby, (international
middle distance run-
ner at the time) and
Jeffery Archer (the
only Hare ever to be
caught).

Peter is running
the London Mara-
thon on 18th April and
hopes to catch Jeffrey

MARATHON MAN

THE Abington Gardening Club
will hold its last meeting of the
season at 7.30pm on Monday 5th

April in the Village Institute. Mr

Ken Way will talk about “Mo-
rocco, Land of Contrasts”.

During the meeting there will
be the opportunity to subscribe
to one of the coach visits in May,
June and August. These are full
day outings with the first pick-
up at Linton Fire Station. On
Wednesday 5th May we visit
Coton Manor, Northampton-
shire, renowned for its bluebell
wood, and on to Cottesbrooke
Hall. Both of these have award-
winning gardens.

Saturday 5th June we visit the
Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew,
where there is now a bus to ferry
you around Kew, your ticket ena-
bling you to use the bus as often
as you wish.

The last outing is on Saturday

5th August to East Ruston Old
Vicarage near Happisburgh on
the Norfolk coast, with a stop en
route at Lake House in Brundall,
famous for its water gardens.

If a full day is too difficult to
fit in, perhaps you would like to
join us on one of the four week-
day evening visits to local
places of interest. For these out-
ings we welcome drivers as well
as passengers. Choose from a
guided tour of Bridge End Gar-
dens, Saffron Walden, a visit to
the Crossing House and
Docwra’s manor in Shepreth, a
guided tour of the Kitchen Gar-
den, Audley End and  a visit to
the Arboretum at Pampisford
Hall.

If you are unable to attend the
April meeting but would like to
know moreabout our pro-
gramme, please contact me.

Rachel Haining 892004

TRAVELS WITH OUR NEIGHBOURS

DID YOU SAY GARTH WAS A BULLY?
TO raise funds for Linton Ac-
tivities and Care for the Eld-
erly, we had a sherry morning
on 13th March – an erroneous
swipe on my keyboard ensured
that it was advertised as 23rd in
LN. Mea culpa, but thanks to
all the posters on the Parish
Council notice boards, shop
windows and as many vertical
surfaces as possible, most of
you arrived on the right
day…sorry.

We had a bring-and-buy
stall, cake stall, bookstall,
paintings by Darryl Nantais
(looking very artistic in his cra-
vat) and a well-supplied raffle.
We were refreshed with short-
bread and sherry, so the atmos-
phere was quite convivial.

Linton ACE stems from the
Mobile Warden Scheme, which
supports older people to help
them continue to live independ-
ently in their own homes and the
Social Link which arranges so-
cial events. LMWS is mainly
funded through LPC, SCDC and
CCC and is run through Age
Concern Cambridge. This year

we have gained funding for the
Social Link from COVER
(Community and Voluntary
Forum) Community Champi-
ons, Awards for All and a grant
from the Anderson Benefac-
tion. These grants mean that
we can continue to have meet-
ings with speakers, coach trips
and other events, so please
watch for the posters and other
adverts. One possible project
is a living history of the war
years, to be put onto the web –
is anyone keen?

The highlight of the morn-
ing was the auction of gener-
ously donated wines, cake and
a magnificent set of brass
scales and weights from local
firm Libra. Garth Collard, our
ebullient auctioneer – is there
no end to this man’s talents?-
encouraged us to part happily
with our money. In all, the day
raised an encouraging £350.
Many thanks to all who do-
nated time, goods and effort, or
who attended and bid. Your
donations will be well used.

Enid Bald 891069

HOW are you getting on with
that camera that you were given
at Christmas? Getting good
pictures? Like to enjoy it even
more - or maybe get some tips
on improving your photo-
graphic skills? If so, then you
should join the village Camera
Club, which meets at 11am on
the second Sunday of every
month (third Sunday in April).
Meetings are held at the Social
Centre with a small charge for
a year’s membership.

 This month will be a trip to
the Colne Valley Railway at
Castle Hedingham, leaving
Coles Lane at 10.00am on 18th

April. The May meeting will
be a portrait session with help
and advice from Julian.

John Keeble 894948

MAKE IT SNAPPY

AN exciting project has just
commenced at Linton Infants
School! After more than four
years in the planning, we fi-
nally have action on our latest
venture. If you have walked
down Church Lane in the last
two weeks, you may have no-
ticed the absence of our
demountable classroom. This
was used as a classroom origi-
nally, a library area in the more
recent past but, for the last few
years, mainly for our Learning
Support Assistants to work
with small groups of pupils and
for our band of parent helpers
on Monday mornings who so
generously give their time to
support staff in making class-
room resources. Problems with
the floor meant that the build-
ing could not safely be used for
larger groups or whole classes.

There is, of course, good
reason for having rendered this
group of people temporarily
homeless. Work is now
underway to build an exten-
sion from the corridor which
runs parallel to where the
demountable building used to
be. This will feature a compu-
ter suite and two offices for the
headteacher and administrative
staff, respectively. This will
improve security, as office staff
will have a clear vision of peo-
ple entering and leaving the
site. The current position of

offices is also unsatisfactory in
terms of Health and Safety - in
the event of a fire in the corri-
dor or secretary’s office, there
is no means of escape from the
headteacher’s office.

The ICT suite has been
planned to accommodate 15
computers and will improve
direct teaching of ICT skills.
We also expect to develop it
for use by pupils at lunchtimes
and by parents and their off-
spring after school, in order to
enhance learning across the
community.

The current administrative
offices, after slight modifica-
tion, will be established as a
reference library for pupils and
as an area for staff to work with
small groups of children. The
lack of a library in the last cou-
ple of years has been a loss,
though we are grateful to staff
at the village library for ac-
commodating groups of pupils.

Once the building is com-
pleted, hopefully by the end of
June 2004, there will be land-
scaping of the demolition site
and use of the gates in front of
this area as a main pedestrian
entrance. If you know any of
our pupils they will be only too
pleased to give you a progress
report – the buzz amongst them
is quite something!

Heather Greenhalgh,
Headteacher.

THANK you to all the people
of Linton who helped to make
the Grade -one-a -thon the huge
success it was!

All the musicians who took
the exam passed, the clarinets
doing the best, with most of us
gaining distinction. The concert
was great fun, and we all let our
hair down after a tiring day!

The overall total raised for
East Anglia’s Children’s Hos-
pices was an amazing £51,000.
I raised £2,000 and am very
grateful to all those generous
sponsors who cared suffi-
ciently to give, making this the
biggest ever fund -raising event
for EACH.

The charity is now looking
for new and original ideas for
the next fund-raiser.

Anne Bradley

LOADS-A-MONEY WATCH THIS SPACE

• FITTED KITCHENS /
BEDROOMS /WARDROBES

• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS
• ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390
www.watkinsjoinery.freeserve.co.uk

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURANCE WORK

UNDERTAKEN

Your local CORGI Gas installer – 25 Years Experience

For all your domestic Plumbing, Heating and Gas
Appliance Installation and Maintenance Requirements

Telephone: 01223 893686
Mobile:     07973 262776

e-mail: info@gascare.gb.com

website: www.gascare.gb.com

BARBER
SHOP   

OPENING  HOURS
 Monday/Tuesday 8.30am - 6.00pm 
 Wednesday 9.00am - 5.00pm
 Thursday/Friday 8.30am - 8.00pm
 Saturday 8.00am - 4.00pm

 Special rates for Senior Citizens    
  Monday - Friday   
113A High Street  

Linton Cambridge  

Tel: 01223 894481  

Linton CabsLinton Cabs
01223 890965

Local Runs
Airports
Theatres

24 Hour Service
4  AND 6  S EATS A VAILABLE

Cambridge 892263

16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎ 61 HIGH STREET, LINTON,  CAMBRIDGE CB1 6HS
TEL: (01223)894225

We stock a selection of
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames •

Collectables • Toiletries •Greetings
Cards • Gift Wrap

Watch Batteries and Straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery Repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a
professional with 40 years experience

Peter with his favourite fans
Archer again. However, on
fund raising Mr Archer has an
unfair advantage but with your
help who knows? Peter is run-
ning to raise funds for the Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Resource Cen-
tre. Let us see if we can redress
the balance and help Peter to

raise a record amount! If you
would like to support him
please contact him at the ad-
dresses below:
Via his web page at
w w w . j u s t g i v i n g . c o m /
petermercer, or at 15 Cross-
ways, 892355       LNT

The old classroom half demolished  during half term
week in February. Photo: Jacqui Burge

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

SERVICED - REPAIRED - REPLACED
(SPARES FOR ALL MAKES)
FREE : Estimates, Advice, Brochures.

NNNNEEEEWWWW    DDDDOOOOOOOORRRRSSSS

Steel - Maintenance Free Steel -
Glass Fibre - A.B.S.(PVCu) Timber -

Sectional Doors (Insulated/Single Skin) - Roller Doors

A.B.C. GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS Tel 01223 893798 Mobile 07774499537
www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk       email@garagedoorsabc

GARAGE DOORS
Electric  Operators
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LINTON COUNTRY DIARY by Darryl Nantais
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LET IT GO
TO SEED
THE message that came
across from Sue
Robinson at our March

meeting is that gardens can be
just as colourful in the autumn
and winter as in the summer.
Well, nearly! Without the
brightness of annuals and sum-
mer perennials the winter gar-
den relies on form and colour-
ful foliage as well as the late
bloomers such as rudbekia,
penstemons, japanese anemo-
nes and chrysanths. Left
untidied, seedheads too can
make a good show provided by
crocosmia, acanthus, sedum,
alliums and many more.

Sue’s country background,
with a father who taught her
about plants, followed by art
college has provided her with a
wealth of gardening knowl-
edge and useful tips which she
puts over in a humorous fash-
ion, frequently asking “You
like that photo?” Well, we did,
and she could have gone on
much longer had we not all
needed a break for refresh-
ments!

Our plant sale will be on
Saturday 8th May at 3 Mill Lane
so we are hoping for the usual
abundance of donated plants
which miraculously turn up
each year. May I also remind
you of the categories in the
photo competition of the Show,
which will be on Saturday 24th

July. They are: a flower or
flowers on a single stem, gar-
dens of historic houses, a local
village event, a tree or trees,
water (limited to four photos
per category). The children’s
subject is: my favourite photo
taken by me.

The April talk will be enti-
tled “Wild Flowers and Birds
in the Garden” by Barry
Kaufmann-Wright. All are
welcome.

Gloria Fidler 891800

into the village on the wrong
evening. When finally they
break their old habits they will
also be required to learn how to
open a wheely-bin. And be-
lieve me, they will!

 Despite this moment of
compassion I still felt the urge
to throw the book at our young
fox and call the singing bird as
witness to what occurred be-
tween six and seven on that
Tuesday evening. However, on
closer inspection the fox prints
were much dryer than those of
the roe. It is also well known
that Monsieur le renard a din-
ner of rabbit would prefer! In
any case his wily way would
whimper ‘Woe is me but see
my perfect alibi’. The innocent
one I suspected was injured by

a car or truck whilst walking
an ancient ‘run’ made long
before the bypass. Some
of these pathways of fox,
rabbit, badger and deer are
literally centuries old and
used by generation after

generation of wildlife.
 A few days later I

found Springy’s life-
less body in a heap on
the verge; his hind

quarters and life shattered
as he had tried to return home
injured via another pathway
that crossed the road by the far
weir. Why he did not use the
narrow ledge beneath the
bridge we’ll never know. Per-
haps he was in great pain, mel-
ancholic and not thinking
clearly as he leapt into the
blinding lights to receive his
final and mortal blow? The
driver cannot be blamed, for
the real crime is in our own
planning. We simply carry on
building to suit humans as if
we are the only inhabitants of
earth. As we are the keepers of
earth-garden, there is another
way! Springy was less than two
years old. I scooped him into
my arms and carried him to the
other side of the 1307 and laid
him beneath a bush for his fam-
ily to find, and for nature to do
its job. With each step an inner
tear on behalf of the human
race, apologising for our folly
as I too dodged the serpents
fangs, for there was no safe
place for me to cross either.
The harmonious bird must have
seen it all I’m sure, and re-
turned to sing again the follow-
ing night, but what was she
singing about, and who wrote
that beautiful song? Not I!

Traditional Acupuncture
An Ancient and Trusted Way Of Healing

 Some complaints treated by acupuncture:
ξ Stress/Anxiety ξ  Pain (relief of) ξ  Insomnia

 ξ  Low energy ξ  Back pain/Sciatica ξ  Asthma/Allergies
 ξ  Depression ξ  Arthritis/Rheumatism ξ  Digestive
 ξ  Headaches ξ  Stiffness/Tension ξ  Menstrual
 ξ  Colds/Low immune ξ  PMT ξ  Menopause

Therapeutic Massage
Beat Stress, Recover More Quickly from Injury, Feel Energised!

Practitioner
Peter White MSC, MBAcC, Dip Massage, Dip TCM China, Insured

For a free initial consultation and bookings call: 01223 890832

A & T Groundworks Ltd
FRIENDLY SERVICE   LARGE & MINI DIGGERS FOR HIRE

Call Ashley on 01799-520298 - Mobile 07803745637

DRIV
ES &

PATIO
S

HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

HOUSE 

EXTENSIONS

PAINTING 

DECORATING

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

Stevens
solicitors

Quality Advice From Experienced Lawyers

25 High Street, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8AD

Tel: (01440) 762511   Fax: (01440) 703873

also at Thorn House, 11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1EH

Tel: 01799 526849 Fax: 01899 524799

THE LINTON N E W SN E W S
Next Publication Date 3rd May 2004

DEADLINES
for both ADVERTS and NEWS ITEMS 16th April 2004

TO

ADVERTISE
in

The Linton News
Contact Judith Rouse

Our advertising
Manager on

☎ 07749198977
email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE

EDITOR
Can be put in the

Linton News Box
in the Post Office

Editor: Wendy Foster
11 Emsons Close

☎  07821610861
 email: LNeditor@linton.info

THE Chestnut playgroup’s
Easter Disco will be held at the
Fire Station from 3-5pm on
Saturday 3rd April. Tickets are
available at the door or from:

Sarajane Howard Lilley
891659

 or Clair Whiffin 893304

HOW EGGCITING

 A LECTURE
THE Cambridgeshire Local His-
tory Society invites you to the
Cambridge Antiquarian Society
Lecture entitled ‘Royal New-
market 1606 - 1714’, given by
John Sutton at 2:15pm on Satur-
day 3rd April at St John’s Hall
Blinco Grove (off Hills Road)
Cambridge. All welcome, small
fee for visitors, tea and biscuits
included. Enquiries to the Secre-
tary: Gill Rushworth 811703

LAST YEAR’S
WINNERS

EACH month the Linton News
Team selects what we consider
to be the best picture and/or
article of that issue.

We are delighted to an-
nounce that the winning ‘Best
Picture of 2003’ was John
Creedy’s beautiful snow pic-
ture in the March issue.

The winning ‘Best Article of
2003’ was ‘Did you know there
is a superstar living on your door-
step?’ by David and Hayley
Donnan in the May issue. Both
of the winners have been pre-
sented with cheques for £50.

Highly commended come the
picture of the ‘Rescue Puppy’ by
John Keeble in the September
issue and article ‘Linton Fire-
works-not a bundle of fun for
everyone’ by Kim Simmons in
the January issue .

Congratulations to these con-
tributors. Next time it could be
you.                  LNT

THANKS to strong local sup-
port Linton Guides raised
£335 at their jumble sale on
Saturday 28th February. Thank
you to every one concerned,
sellers and buyers.

Could the person who
bought the Zippy 90 knitting
machine please call 01223
891602 to arrange to receive
the instruction book. The
Guides are also offering for
sale a small Edwardian wing
chair with autumn coloured up-
holstery and a  slightly dam-
aged leg.

Kate France 891602

SUCCESSFUL
JUMBLE

ARSENAL ex-professional and
celebrity team have offered a
team for a football match to be
played against Aztecs JFC and
managers on 23rd May. Kick-off
will be at 2pm at Linton Village
College. For further information
and tickets for this grand event
please contact me.

Peter Belsom 891273

AZTECS JFC
VERSUS PRO’S

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon 9-5 pm
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens 
Monday & Tuesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
 Wednesday & Thursday

SARAH CHAMBERLAIN

delivering worldwide

61a High Street, Linton

891740

your local florist

negated the need for a
Sherlock. The animal at this
location had obviously been
startled, changed direction,
leapt and ran. I named him
Springy and followed his trail
to a clump of prickly bramble
where upon some leaves and
grass I discovered a few spots
of drying blood and short
brown hairs. Had the animal

attempted to take refuge
here to nurse a wound or
was this the scene of a
vicious attack? I was

quite satisfied by
now that Springy
was in fact a
young roe deer
and the odour

was that of a fox. I

checked back and deduced the
other marks in the mud had
been left by numerous dogs
and their guardians, yet one
print stood out by the nature of
its random course. This was
the telltale sign of that bushy
tailed enigma, and clear evi-
dence of a chase. The fox, cun-
ning as we know had zig-
zagged up and down the banks
of the pathway, presumably to
confuse and cut off his prey in
flight. Attacks on deer by fox
are extremely rare but since the
changing of our refuse collec-
tion day they venture hungrily

ABOVE the rush hour
rumble from the bypass

sang a bird. I could not see the
singer high on her stage in the
twilight, but her joyous voice
rose greater than the angry
growl of engines. Beneath our
tree for a treasured moment her
audience was mesmerised and
tranquillity restored to the
Pocket Park. I pondered, if all
machines whistled like avians
and they in turn roared like
engines, how then would
be our peace? When next
the pressures of work
and life feel like a
vice on your senses,
butter up a slice of
rural bliss by stroll-
ing in the meadows and
listening out for the singer.
Some say a golden oriole is to
be seen there.

The sun went down and so
began the serpentine kaleido-
scope of commuters winding
its way over the brow towards
Haverhill. Suddenly, a sweet
warm odour with a musky tang
wafted past my nostrils. This
was not an ‘eau de vie’ or ‘co-
logne’, nor a latent October
parfuming by the meadow-
sweet; for this was March.
Looking down, I lost the scent
as I noticed in the beam of my
lamp the tracks of an ungulate
in the soft pate of chalky mud
which made up the extremities
of a drying puddle. Each nar-
row print comprised pairs of
pear or tear-drop shapes close
together, indicating that a
bearer of hooves had sauntered
this way since the last drop of
drizzle. Following the tracks
for twenty yards I noted a few
impressions to be much deeper,
broader and elongated.

Knowing the elementaries
of twin-toed ungulates such as
sheep and deer to spread their
toes whilst running or jumping

S/0364/04/F Linton St Mary’s Parochial Church Council, Land to
south of St Mary’s Churchyard, Church Lane. Erection
of Church social and meeting room.

S/03264/CM Cambs CC, Land at Linton Village College.
Proposed new single storey Special School (to accom-
modate 165 pupols aged 2-19)

S/0342/04/CM Cambs CC, Linton Village College, Cambridge
Road Linton. Proposed new all weather Sports Pitch
(with Floodlights).

S/0413/04/F Mr & Mrs Devlin, The White House, 85 Bartlow
Road, Linton. Extensions.
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VIEW FROM THE
CHAIR

Know your
councillors

Enid Bald

ON A splendid spring day
Susan Anderson and the team
went hedge planting in the
cemetery. It soon reverted to
winter chill, so we were grate-
ful for the tea and cakes
passed over the fence! We
noted just how big and over-
powering the Lime trees have
become. Many conifers are
also past their beauty and
could be replaced. We have
ideas for changes, but what
would you like here? Remem-
ber, it is place for respect and
peace, not a play area.

Are you enjoying the daf-
fodils planted by the Brown-
ies, the Chalklands group, the
two Mikes of LPC and oth-
ers? Community activities
like these, add beauty to Lin-
ton and lift the spirit. There
will soon be other initiatives
to improve or conserve the
environment – new volun-
teers always welcome.

The river is always inter-
esting – not just because of
Darryl in his waders! Re-
cently we have had trees
blown (or thrown?) in, and
removed by the helpful men
of the Environment Agency.
Have you noticed how much
the banks have eroded? Some
riverside paths are dangerous
in places; other paths are nar-
rowed where ploughing has
spread. There has been more
damage to the Stantons Lane
bridge –the brick walls were
built so no one else would fall
in, but someone has steadily
destroyed this protection. We
will get a new bridge. Until
then, can we keep the repairs
intact? Any accidents will be
on your conscience – they
could be serious.

Networking in Brussels –
OK, in the loo queue– with
medical and business col-
leagues from the USA, EU,
Russia, Israel, etc, I was
amazed how many were in-
volved in local councils and
community groups. If they
can find time, how can we say
we are too busy? Get involved
in village life and you may be
pleasantly surprised by the
friends you make.

IF YOU thought that LVC
was just an adjunct to the
village not really part of
your life, think again…
changes proposed for the
site will affect the whole
village. At the last Parish
Council meeting, we heard
of plans for an SEN
school, extending the Lei-
sure Centre, provision of
an ‘astro-turf area, and re-
furbishing the College it-
self, a massive building
programme over the next
4 years.

It is not just the visual
and environmental impact

LINTON VILLAGE COLLEGE BUILDING PROGRAMME

IN RECENT years there has
been a series of complaints
concerning the Lime trees in
the Cemetery. Basically the
lime exudes a sticky, honey
like substance from its foliage
due to certain insects that in-
habit the leaves of this tree.

Unfortunately this syrup, for
want of a better description,
has been playing havoc with
the gravestones. Cleaning the
mess off them is very hard work
and obviously many of those

with loved ones buried in the
Cemetery are unhappy with the
situation.

The Parish Council makes
every effort to keep the Cem-
etery in the very best condition
which includes the ambiance
of the area. The Lime trees are
a feature but over the years
their increase in size has in-
creased the problem.

There are several possible
solutions the PC are consider-
ing. I outline them below in the

hope that readers will offer
their views.

1. Take down every other
Lime tree. This would halve
the problem without altering
too much the look of the area as
per the pictures included in this
article.

2. As above, but also pol-
lard (cut down the branches to
the main trunk) which would
reduce the size of the trees but
of course in the course of time
they would return to their

present size.
3. Pollard all the trees re-

membering that this would
only delay the problem

4. Remove all the Limes
and replace with native species
more suitable for the area

We welcome any comments
and indeed other solutions.
Please ring, write to, email or
visit the Parish Clerk if you
wish to make your views
known.

Mike Gee
Cemetery Co-ordinator

Cemetery - as it looks now! Cemetery - with only half the trees

Cemetery - same number of trees - pollarded Cemetery - half the number of trees - pollarded

A STICKY ISSUE IN THE CEMETERY? YOU DECIDE!

of new buildings, but the SEN
school itself that will bring
increased traffic, and road-
works will affect all users.
The PC Traffic Working
Party, Action A1307 and
other groups will have much
to say on the changes. The
traffic plan must allow for the

needs of Linton and the in-
dustrial area opposite LVC.
We need suitable business in
Linton and it should not be
hindered by poor road design.

Of major concern is the
loss of playing fields during
development. We have insuf-
ficient football pitches for

current needs, but will lose
more until replacements are
eventually provided. This
will affect the Aztecs and oth-
ers. How can they continue
without pitches? How will
teams be maintained?

Other groups using LVC
will be affected when their

rooms are demolished.
Where will they go? Will
there be enough new
rooms for community and
dual use? The Parish Plan
highlighted the need for
more community rooms
and leisure areas. Will the
new build take this into
account? There could be a
swimming pool, as there
will be plant capacity, but
this has not been included.
The Parish Council will
comment on the plans, but
your input and ideas are
needed so all issues are
addressed.
The developments may be

positive, but the disruption
could have far reaching ef-
fects for Linton. To ensure
that problems are tackled, we
need more consultation and
the whole village needs to
consider the plans.

Come to the meeting!

ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING

to be held on Tuesday
29th April, 8pm at

Linton Social Centre
Agenda to include

Consideration of Adop-
tion of the Parish Plan

All Welcome!
 Please attend

I JOINED Linton Parish Coun-
cil with a particular interest in
the needs of the young people of
the village. The Parish Council
was a partner in the setting up of
Linton Action for Youth and has
consistently supported this work
with Linton’s young people and
more recently the Family Sup-
port workers who work with vil-
lage families who are experienc-
ing difficulties.

LPC was forward thinking in
helping to set up LA4Y – a char-
ity, providing a drop-in and ex-
perienced help of qualified youth
workers, it was one of the first
projects in the county, and is
now used as a model to other
parish councils.

For the future I hope that we
will work with LVC in its plans
to have a ‘special needs’ on the
same site as the current school.
The opportunities for integrat-
ing the disabled children into the
mainstream and vice versa can
only bring enormous benefits to
our children in raising their
awareness and acceptance of
other young people with diffi-
culties. This will bear fruit when
they are adults in society. These
opportunities will be worth it,
despite the difficulties in the
short term. I believe that the PC
can play a vital role in planning
the changes and helping to alle-
viate the difficulties for the vil-
lage. I am looking forward over
the next few years to the exciting
developments in the education
and sports facilities in the village
and to the subsequent improve-
ment in the arrangements for
traffic passing through the vil-
lage that I am sure will happen
more quickly due to these major
changes.

SUE ALBROW

  PUBLIC MEETINGPUBLIC MEETING
The Parish Council are holding this in conjunction with LVC

to discuss the

LINTON VILLAGE COLLEGE
4-YEAR REFURBISHMENT PROJECT

at Linton Village College Main Hall,
Wednesday 21st April, 7.30 pm.

Come and discuss your concerns regarding traffic, safety,
access, construction, swimming pool - This affects us all!

FITNESS FOR YOU...

The FITNESS Suite
Linton Community Sports Centre

01223 - 890248

Fitness for guys or girls, for mums or dads.
Fitness for singles, for couples, for groups.
Fitness for shaping your body, toning your
muscles or pepping-up your health.

Whoever you are, whatever your fitness need,
workout in the relaxed and friendly
atmosphere of our Fitness Suite. We offer a
comprehensive suite of machines, training and
low-cost membership.
To find out more contact Mark Wilson at

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Mobile 07720986236 

Don’t delay call today



Page 8 April 2004

Council minutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilmin

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
DATES

FULL COUNCIL
April 2004:- 1st and 15th

May 2004:- 6th and 20th

All meetings held at the Cathodeon
Centre and commence at 8pm

Linton Parish Council
Linton Social Centre
Coles Lane, Linton

Cambridge, CB1 6JS
Tel: C. 891001

Web site: www.lintonpc.org.uk
Clerk to the Council Mrs Gill Barker

Email: clerk@lintonpc.org.uk

Office hours
Monday 9am–12noon & 4–6pm
Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon

Or by appointment

MINUTES of the meeting held
at the Cathodeon Centre on 19th

February, 2004 at 8pm. There
were 11 Councillors present.

 The Chairman introduced
Mr Bush, Principal of Linton
Village College, who ex-
plained that the proposals for a
Special Needs School within
the Village College site was
only one phase of what was a
‘3-phase programme of devel-
opment’ for the College. In
detail he elaborated:-

Phase 1:- this would begin
in April and consisted of the
development of the Sports Cen-
tre and the provision of an
‘astro-turf’ area; this had been
funded through grants from the
Football Foundation, CCC,
SCDC, PC and user groups,
and the College itself. The
astro-turf would be full size
and floodlit. The purchase of a
90 metre strip of land next to
the College would allow for
two more sports pitches in time,
about two years. The sports
centre would house a much
larger fitness suite with new
changing rooms and a new en-
trance, making it self-suffi-
cient. All this would entail the
sports centre closing for 3
months. Phase 2:- which was
due to commence in October,

Council minutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilmin
was the Special Needs School.
This would overlap with the
completion of the sports centre
works and some features of the
SEN would be dual use. There
was provision for a 10 metre
hydrotherapy pool. The SEN
would necessitate revision of
the access arrangements to the
site as a whole. It was proposed
there would be a new entrance,
opposite the entrance to Libra/
Crofton, and a new internal
road running parallel with
A1307 which would link up
with the existing internal road.
The existing entrance would
be closed. The new entrance
would be controlled with per-
manent traffic lights which
would operate on ‘demand’. It
was envisaged this work would
be completed, all but snagging,
by April/May 2006.

Phase 3:- the building within
the current site known as the
‘Vic Hallam’ building, was to
be demolished and replaced
with a mainly single storey
complex, cost of which was
£7m. During this time 8-10
mobile classrooms would be
employed within the site. Other
user groups currently utilising
some of the affected space, ie
playgroups and ATC were be-
ing invited to comment and

would be incorporated within
the new build. It was envisaged
this work would take 18
months to complete, com-
mencing during the ‘snag’ time
for the SEN. It was, therefore,
envisaged that all works would
be complete around the end of
2007. Mr Bush then invited
questions. Councillors ex-
pressed a number of concerns
including possible gridlock on
the A1307 at the junction with
the High Street; building works
traffic entering and exiting the
site; speed of vehicles on the
dual carriageway on approach
to the School then being faced
with traffic lights; possibility
of utilising building pro-
gramme to ensure a commu-
nity swimming pool on
grounds of cost effectiveness;
access for disabled pedestrians
into College via Stantons Lane
(not available at the moment);
ensuring enough car parking
spaces for all new users, par-
ticularly while build was tak-
ing place; current multi-modal
study of traffic using A1307
results of which were due and
could have serious conse-
quences for current proposals;
whether SCDC were aware of
SEN proposal when they
turned down grant for swim-

ming pool feasibility study;
possibility of a dedicated nurs-
ery facility within the new
build programme (highlighted
from the Parish Plan); concerns
regarding lack of sports pitches
during this time, in particular
football pitches. Councillors
explained that over 200 local
children, who play for Aztecs
Junior Football Club, use the
College facilities – where were
they to go? When were the pro-
posed traffic lights to be in-
stalled; why traffic lights, was
a roundabout at the end of the
dual-carriageway considered;
another solution would be two
sets of traffic lights, 1 at the
High Street and the other at
LVC and the results of the
multi-modal study could assist
with this; environmental issues
such as noise reduction meas-
ures and sustainability with re-
gard fuel uses.

Mr Bush responded to
each concern, in particular with
the traffic issues reporting that
what was currently proposed
was not what had been initially
requested by the College, but
the results of compromise with
the Highways department on
what was feasible. Letters were
currently being sent out to rep-
resentatives of user groups to
keep them informed of the situ-
ation and seek their views and
requirements for the future.

Investigations were currently
taking place into the hire of
portable changing room facili-
ties to enable the sports centre
to remain open, but this was
very expensive. Disruption due
to construction traffic would
be minimal, with heavy con-
struction vehicles only on site
for short times and mainly dur-
ing holidays. The extra land
being acquired to provide 2
new sports pitches would not
be ready for use for two years.
To minimise effects of picking
up and setting down times, both
schools would have staggered
start/finish times.

The Chairman thanked Mr

Bush for his presentation and
noted that the community
would require as much infor-
mation and consultation as pos-
sible prior to events to ensure a
smooth project.

The minutes of the previous
meeting were agreed and it was
noted that the Farmers Market
was moving to the Village Col-
lege as from March.

The Police report detailed
11 crimes for January. The
Police Consultative meeting
had been held in Linton and
attendance from residents had
been good.

CC Dr Terry Bear reported
that the County Council had
set a budget of £446.1m requir-
ing a council tax increase of

6.9%. C Cllr Bear explained
that this was a lower increase
than had been expected. The
Council had planned for a 6%
council tax increase but the
Secretary of State for Educa-
tion had been insisting that an
extra £4.5m was put into
schools which would have
needed a council tax increase
of 9%. In the event, the Gov-
ernment and County Council
had compromised on the in-
crease of 6.9% which will put
£4m more into schools.

The district councillors re-
ported that South Cambs were
not raising its portion of the
Council Tax.

The payments due were
noted and agreed with Cllr’s Cox
and Potter signing cheques.

 The Clerk reported two ap-
plications for the Councillor
vacancy. Both applicants were
present. They were both in-
vited to speak to council on
why they wished to become a
Councillor, then asked to leave
the room for debate. Then a
ballot was taken and as a result
Roger Hickford was duly co-
opted as Councillor.

There was quite a heavy
post list which included let-
ters from the local Brownies,
Garden Club and subscrip-
tion renewals. A quotation for
repairs to Cathodeon play
equipment.

In Any other Business, Cllr

Gore reported another section
of the churchyard wall had de-
teriorated and there was urgent
need for liaison regarding this
area between the PC and PCC.
This was to be discussed at the
next meeting.

The meeting closed at 22.00

MINUTES of the meeting held
at the Cathodeon Centre on 5th

February, 2004 at 8pm.
The 9 councillors present

were introduced to Pat Kilby,
District Manager for the South
Cambs region of the Cambs
Fire and Rescue Service. Mr

Kilby gave a presentation on
the current role of the Fire Serv-
ice, undergoing major change
at the moment in line with new
government directives. The
emphasis of the presentation
was on Fire Safety in the Com-
munity and ways in which the
Fire Service could help and ad-
vise. Mr Kilby reported there
were 5 stations in the SC dis-
trict, all of which were oper-
ated with ‘retained’ staff. Re-
cruitment was a problem, and
Mr Kilby sought the Parish
Council’s help with this. Peo-
ple who worked in the village,
or perhaps worked shifts and
could be available, in the vil-
lage, during the day and who
wished to help their commu-
nity could apply. With regard
the help and advice given, pre-

vention was the key word. In
this respect, for some residents,
items such as smoke detectors
could be fitted free of charge.
Demonstrations with regard
prevention and fire safety could
be given to groups. He then
invited questions. Councillors
queried whether the Fire Serv-
ice had advertised for retained
fire fighters through the Linton
News and suggested this would
be worthwhile. It was noted
that any interested applicant
need only contact Cambridge
Fire Station, or indeed the lo-
cal Fire Station. Mr Kilby also
reported that administration
services were scheduled to
move to Cambourne. Cllr

Cornell queried whether vol-
unteers could organise to be
available day time only. Mr

Kilby confirmed this was pos-
sible. Drill sessions were held
on Wednesday evenings and
all staff were expected to at-
tend. The Chairman thanked
Mr Kilby for his very informa-
tive presentation and reported
that the Council would assist

The payments due were
agreed by the meeting. Cllr’s

Batchelor and Urwin signed
the cheques.

 All items from Corre-
spondence Sheet 14 were
noted including the Police
Consultative meeting; lime
trees in the Cemetery; and a
request for the fair on the rec-
reation ground, this being
agreed by the meeting. The
Chairman then reported on a
late item of post. SCDC had
forwarded details of a Street
Trading Consent request for
the public car park in Coles
Lane. Details were for trad-
ing Tuesday to Sunday from
4.30 to 11.30 pm for kebab
and hot food sales. Discus-
sion took place regarding this
during which the times were
compared with the Health
Centre. As a result of discus-
sion Cllr Urwin proposed that
a permit be given from 6pm
to 11.30 pm only for the days
requested.

The meeting closed at
21.16.

however it could in attracting
new staff.

Councillors approved the
previous minutes and as a re-
sult, Cllr Hammett noted his
concern about rumours regard-
ing the proposals for the Spe-
cial Needs School at LVC. Dis-
cussion took place and as a
result Cllr Batchelor reported
that the Principal, Clive Bush,
had volunteered to attend a
parish council meeting to give
a presentation of the proposals
and answer any questions.

Cllr Urwin then reported with
regard the council’s successful
JFMIB for interactive signs on
the A1307. A further meeting
with the CCC officer responsi-
ble for the installation of the
signs had taken place. Cllr

Urwin had issued a written re-
port detailing the compromises
achieved and why. She was
now awaiting the officers con-
firmation with a revised plan
and whether the compromise
could be achieved within the
original budget. When this in-
formation was available, the

Traffic Working party would
discuss and make recommen-
dations to Full Council. It
would be necessary therefore
to hold a Traffic Working party
meeting prior to 19th February.
The meeting was set for
Wednesday 18th February at 8pm

at the Social Centre. Cllr Urwin
was congratulated by the meet-
ing on the compromises
achieved.

In the reports from Co-
ordinators:- Cllr Clay reported
that CCC sign cleaning was
currently taking place on
Horseheath Road. It was fur-
ther reported that signage on
A1307 had also recently been
cleaned.

Cllr Batchelor reported that
two street lights on the south-
ern boundary of the Recreation
Ground, west of Stantons Lane
were still not working. The
Clerk was to report this.

 Cllr Rossiter reported the
Ramblers Association had
once again volunteered to re-
view all footpaths and
bridleways in Linton. This had

been carried out 3 years ago
and had been successful. There
was a minimal cost to hire a
venue for the Ramblers to meet
and use for refreshment and to
cover the cost of that refresh-
ment. Cllr Rossiter requested
that the Council consider cov-
ering this cost up to £50. This
was agreed. Cllr Rossiter fur-
ther reported that grant fund-
ing had been found to cover the
cost of a sign for Leadwell
Meadows, and that the Linton
Environment Action Group,
brought together through the
Parish Plan, was now in full
swing and would make any
necessary application for this
money.

 Cllr Hammett reported that
the new safety surfacing for
the last two remaining pieces
of equipment without this had
now been completed and a
satisfactory job had been car-
ried out. He further reported
that the ‘cargo net’ within the
small children’s area required
attention the details of which
had been passed to the Clerk.
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