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AN unusual item on offer this month is a Hinari 
Lifestyle compact mini washing machine which 
stands on the worktop and fits onto hot and cold taps.   
The pair of smart stools, 2ft high with wickerwork seats 
suitable for plant stands and the Logitech keyboard are still 
available.

The 14in Matsui TV/VHS unit raised £20 for Linton Guides 
and the Lexmark photo printer and Brother printer raised £15 
for Oxfam.

To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit a char-
ity, please phone me. NB: The donor chooses the charity to 
receive the money.

 Kate France on 891602 or email  
katefrance@linton48.freeserve.co.uk

Too good for jumble ...

‘YOU never listen to a word I say!’
That accusation is charged at me many times during the 

day by family members. I can’t say I blame them. Most times 
when I am home I have either got my face inches from my laptop 
screen doing work, or I might be absorbed in my favourite soaps 
on TV or I maybe singing along – loudly and out of tune – to 
whatever is playing on my iTunes.

‘You never listen to a word I say!’ 
Truth is, they’re right. I don’t listen as well as I should. I shut 

down, quite happy in my own little world and just get on with 
what I want to do. I should learn to listen more…

That was certainly the case a couple of months back when I 
was nailing down some floorboards in our upstairs hall. ‘Make 
sure you don’t put a nail into the water pipes, dad’. Oops, I should 
have listened…

That was certainly the case when I bought a CD for my wife 
on Valentines’ Day. If I’d listened properly, I would have heard 
her say, ‘I don’t really like her voice or songs. Do you?’ Oops, I 
should have listened…

I guess many of us need to learn to listen better. That is true 
of us as a church too. If we want to serve the community better, 
we must be prepared to listen…

Over the next few months, St Mary’s will be undertaking a 
Listening Exercise. You will have the opportunity to tell us what 
you think of the church, for good and for bad. I hope you will make 
suggestions about how we can improve our ministry to Linton. 
There will be questionnaires, focus groups, open meetings – lots 
of ways for you to share your opinion. Watch this space for more 
details. At the end of the exercise, we will draw up a strategy 
paper on how we can be more responsive as a church, and we 
will action it to the best of our ability.

So please get involved. Tell us what you think – encouragements 
as well as critiques. As well as the formal routes of the Listening 
Exercise you can e-mail me your thoughts on revdrsteve@hotmail.
com, or reply to my Twitters @stmaryslinton or comment on my 
blog at http://revdrsteve.posterous.com/. 

At St Mary’s we want to be a church in the community for the 
community. Please share your thoughts with us.

We’re listening.

Are you listening?
We invited the new rector to introduce himself by way of an article; we hope you enjoy it.

Rev Dr Steve Griffiths and his wife outside 
St Mary’s church

Picture by Roger Lapwood

CHILDREN at Little Hands 
nursery school in Bartlow 
completed a set of exercises 
to raise funds for Sport Relief 
during the week leading up to 
the Sport Relief weekend. Their 
family and friends sponsored 
them to jump, do star jumps, 
touch their toes and run on 
the spot for 30 seconds. This 
complemented our topic of 
discussing the importance of 
exercising to develop healthy 
bodies and how we feel when 
we exercise. 

The truly magnificent sum 
of £500 was raised for the 
charity. The staff would like to 
congratulate all the children 
for taking part and thank the 
parents for their support and 

ON a bright Sunday afternoon in March, a small herd of Friesian 
cows left the village in order to take part in the Sport Relief mile 
event at Milton country park. These hardy souls were, in fact, the 
Linton Wanderers babies, as featured in the March issue. 

It hadn’t gone unnoticed that they were spending a lot of time 
with their mummies in the Dog and Duck, planning something 
exciting. And so it was, that they all strode out together on the 
first of what is certain to be many sporting challenges.

The cow costumes had been created from scratch only days 
earlier, complete with inflated pink washing up gloves for udders. 
Along with some Smurfs and a few people in tutus and pyjamas, 
they were the only other entrants in fancy dress, and were defi-
nitely the youngest. 

Perhaps the most interesting aspect of their participation was 
that they completed the whole distance whilst sound asleep. This is 
surely a first – are you reading this, Guinness World Records?

Nearly £400 has been raised for the tremendous work Sport 
Relief does, aiding charitable work in Britain and abroad. Thank 
you to everyone who sponsored the team.

At the time of writing, next year’s climb of K2 is still in the 
early stages of planning...

Owen Barnicoat

Linton groups did it for 
Sport Relief

enthusiasm.
The nursery school is now 

taking new bookings for Sep-
tember for children from two 
to four years old. Children who 
are eligible to receive nursery 
education funding (the term 
after their third birthday) can 
have up to 15 hours at the nurs-
ery without any extra charge. If 
you would like to find out more 
about the nursery school please 
contact the manager, Marion 
Kelly by phone on 897945 or 
email lh-bartlow@btconnect.
com. 

We are open 9am-4pm Mon-
day to Friday with the option 
of an 8.30am start or 4.30pm 
finish for working parents.

Marion Kelly

In the MOOd: the Linton wanderers with mums
Picture taken by a Linton wanderer’s dad

I WOULD be most grateful if you could advise me of holiday 
commitments overlapping the summer delivery dates for 
weekends 1st and 2nd May, 5th and 6th June, 3rd and 4th July, 
31st July and 1st August and 4th and 5th September.  We do 
have volunteer stand-ins to ensure all deliveries are made 
promptly.

Thank you for your help. 
Kate France 891602 or email  

katefrance@linton48.freeserve.co.uk

Calling all deliverers

VAL SPENCER encouraged the gardening club mem-
bers to think laterally about their gardens in order to 
extend their season, escape the cycle of feast and famine 
and hopefully gain more from their gardens without ad-

ditional work. A tall order you might think, yet Val let us into her 
secret. All we gardeners need to do is train as district nurses – that 
way you can learn everyone’s favourite tricks in the garden as you 
do your rounds – and see lots of beautiful gardens to boot.

Val urged us to plant about a pinch of seeds every two weeks, 
to avoid an overwhelming surge of plants that needing pricking 
out. She doesn’t use expensive heated propagators, preferring the 
steady warmth of a Rayburn to encourage germination, but if you 
are lacking one of these, an airing cupboard or warm windowsill 
will be just as well.

To avoid gluts Val highlighted the variety of plants available. 
Strawberries, for example, can be bought that ripen in early, 
mid or late season to ensure a steady flow. Their season can be 
extended further by potting up a few and bringing these into a 
greenhouse in February. 

There were so many tips, from starting peas in guttering to 
freezing summer fruit pudding mix, to a supposedly non-alcoholic 
cider recipe, to the fact that bantams roost in trees out of reach of 
foxes, that it is not possible to do justice to them here.

Professor John Parker, director of the University of Cambridge 
Botanic Garden, is coming to talk to us on Tuesday 11th May about 
Trees and the Botanic Garden at 7.30pm in the village hall. We 
look forward to welcoming everyone to our last meeting before 
we break for the summer.

The annual plant sale will take place from 10am to 12noon on 
8th May at 3 Mill Lane and is open to all. Do come and join us to 
treat yourself and your garden. 

If you can donate any spare plants, produce or cakes for the sale 
it would be greatly appreciated. Contributions can be delivered to 
3 Mill Lane on the afternoon of Friday 8th May. Thank you.

Kirsten Newble 892425
lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk

The things nurses learn 
along the way THIS year’s Christian Aid Week will take place between 9th 

and 15th May. Last year, thanks to the generosity of the Linton 
residents, we raised £2,750 and would like to match that amount 
this year – or even exceed it.

Christian Aid Week is Britain’s longest running fund-raising 
week and has been a firm fixture in the calendar of many thousands 
of people each year since 1957. It is famous for the distinctive 
envelope that drops through the letter boxes of millions of homes 
each May, and for the massive impact that the week has made in 
the fight to end the scandal of poverty around the world.

For example, people such as Catherine Nyaata in the slums 
or informal settlements of Nairobi, Kenya have been given a 
significant boost as they try to work their way out of poverty. 
Thanks to Christian Aid partner organisation MNU, members of 
Catherine’s community have been able to install five toilet and 
shower blocks. “They have brought us more dignity. Previously 
there was none” says Catherine.

Christian Aid is an international development agency with a 
vision – an end to poverty – and it believes that vision can be-
come a reality. It works through partner organisations in around 
50 countries for profound change that eradicates the causes of 
poverty, trying to achieve equality, dignity and freedom for all, 
regardless of faith.

All our collectors are volunteers who share the vision of help-
ing to end poverty. No one finds it easy to go from door to door, 
so please consider your response carefully, and please consider 
filling in the gift aid declaration so that Christian Aid receives 
even more from your generosity. Many thanks.

For further information about Christian Aid please visit 
www.christianaid.org.uk

Pam Richardson 890921 
(Christian Aid organiser for Linton)

Christian Aid Week 2010

Treasure hunters: what are they looking at? see page 7

ELECTIONS for the parish council were due on the same day 
as those for parliament and local government so they would 
have been postponed. 

However, as only 11 out of the necessary 15 people have put 
forward their names other members will be co-opted.

LNT

Parish Council election 
unnecessary
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plodding along
An update on police matters

.
The Bard of Linton

THE trustees of the Charles and Mary Anderson benefaction 
are pleased to award the following ten grants allocated from 
income to the trust up to 31st December 2009.

Music Matters £100 – musical instruments from other 
cultures

Second Linton Brownies £150 – hire of pack holiday 
centre

Linton Heights junior school £350 – French day
St Mary’s PCC £4,300 – youth ministry costs 2010-11
Children’s book festival £250 – support for 2010 event
Granta Grapevine £140 – digital recording software.
Linton Free church £500 – church hall including roof 

replacement and repair
St Mary’s PCC £350 – camels for Epiphany
St Mary’s junior choir £350 – cassocks and surplices
Action in the Community for the Elderly £250 – room hire 

and guest speaker fees.
We encourage applicants for the 2011 distribution (awarded 

in February – March 2011) to look out for publicity in 
November and December.

David Parry-Smith 
Chairman of the trustees

GIVE three cheers
Hip hip hooray
At last its Spring again,
Goodbye to snow
Goodbye to ice
And everlasting rain

NATIONAL  Family Week aims to highlight the important role 
families play in society and encourage healthy active lifestyles 
and quality family time. Now in its second year, National Family 
Week is the largest coalition on family issues and is backed by 
all major political parties and a huge range of national charities, 
community groups and sporting associations.

Over 5,000 events will take place during National Family 
Week 2010 (31st May – 6th June) plus record breaking excitement, 
giveaways, competitions and activity ideas to encourage families 
to spend quality time together. It’s going to be a jam-packed fun 
week and we would like your organisation to get involved.

Why not be a part of this initiative and organise family friendly 
events and activities in your local community? These can take 
place at any time during the week but you may wish to tie in 
your plans with one of the week’s theme days, for example the 
Family Week picnic on Monday 31st May, Family Week story 
time on Wednesday 2nd June, or the Family Week sports day on 
Saturday 5th June.

You can run events as fundraisers, to showcase the good work 
that you do, to get a serious message across to families or simply 
to have fun. They could be pre-existing events, just co-branded 
National Family Week or new events run specifically. Your events 
can be featured on the National Family Week website to encour-
age families in your local area to attend and we’ll also supply 
materials such as stickers, posters, bookmarks and balloons at 
no cost to you.

For further information on these plans, theme day toolkits and 
promotional resources, visit the National Family Week website 
at www.nationalfamilyweek.co.uk and register for the Partner 
Zone.

Bee Sachania, Partnerships Manager 020 7871 0189
email bsachania@nationalfamilyweek.co.uk

AFTER reading the recent parish council minutes I thought it 
necessary to question the so called ‘green’ members of the vil-
lage, the very same people who are against the wind farm and yet 
see fit to agree to the unnecessary removal of trees in the village, 
particularly in the cemetery. The cemetery is one of the few areas 
of the village that displays a reasonable collection of mature trees 
in what can be considered a low risk area. Removal of trees due 
to poor condition or legitimate nuisance is fair enough but what 
are the reasons and where is the evidence (as required for TPO 
applications) for removing the willow tree and the trees to the 
rear of 122 Chalklands.

For a village of this size and age there are really very few 
notable trees and if the parish council and residents continue to 
remove trees on an ad hoc basis there will be very little left of 
the tree scape of Linton.

The wind farm will have negligible affect on the majority of 
Linton residents and will be located on the outskirts of the village 
where most people will probably not notice what are, in principle, 
21st century windmills, yet they continue to oppose this proposal 
when in reality these people are not considering the environment 
and are probably doing more harm than a handful of turbines in 
a sterile field.

There are areas of land in Linton which could sustain significant 
trees giving the opportunity to reintroduce the rare native black 
poplar, once a common tree of flood plains, and yet these are 
ignored and money and effort placed upon objecting to schemes 
designed to help the environment.

Perhaps people need to get more education and open their 
eyes to reality.

THE most recent meeting of the police panel was held at the 
Heights school. The priorities set out for Linton at the previous 
meeting were discussed. Steps had been taken to reassure residents 
that instances of minor criminal damage and antisocial behaviour 
were worth reporting, and that these reports are followed up.

The period since the previous meeting had seen 17 reports of 
antisocial behaviour, and a 25% decrease in crime overall down 
from 45 to 34 offences. These figures matched the corresponding 
period last year.

It was requested that the police should be proactive, rather than 
reactive, when dealing with the ASB and criminal damage during 
the warmer months this year (when levels tend to rise).

Another issue raised concerning Linton was the possibility 
of an official diversion route for the times when the A1307 is 
closed. Currently, Back Road is used, causing all sorts of problems 
when large lorries meet each other. The police will be liaising on 
this matter with the county council to see if this problem can be 
satisfactorily resolved.

The next panel meeting will be held at the Fulbourn centre at 
7.30pm on 22nd June.

LNT

Thoughts from 
the GRanta ranta

The opinions expressed in this article are not necessarily 
those of the LN team. 

Despite popular opinion, the ranta is NOT written by the 
same person each month. If you would like to rant in this 

paper please contact me at the address on page 3.

The Anderson Trust
Latest beneficiaries

WE would like to make you aware of a spate of vehicle crime in 
south Cambridgeshire.

We are working to reduce vehicle crime and are increasing 
patrols in these areas. However, we need your help. 

To reduce the risk of becoming a victim:
* Do not leave property in your vehicle when leaving it unat-

tended
* Lock your vehicle
* Leave the glove box empty and open to show that you have 

not hidden any valuables inside
* Never leave a running car unattended.
If you see anything suspicious in these areas or have infor-

mation about any of these crimes please contact the police on  
0345 456 456 4 or Crimestoppers, anonymously on 0800 555 
111.

Your neighbourhood team
Rebecca Parkin, Leanne Allan and Chris Pulley

Join in with National 
Family Week

DO you look after someone aged 18 or over? 
Would you like some time away from your 
caring role?

Would you like to meet others in a similar 
situation for friendship and support?

Our sessions are for you and we can arrange 
replacement care for the person you care for if 

this is required.
Our meetings offer a time for socialising, sharing and gaining 

information and helping carers to get the support they want.
Come and meet the new project worker Sonja Dutton between 

2pm and 4pm on Thursday 6th May and Thursday 8th July at St 
Mary’s pavilion.

To find out more contact us:
 Jean or Claire at Crossroads Care Cambridgeshire 

01480 499091
Email: carersgroups@crossroadscarecambridgeshire.

org.uk
www.crossroadscarecambridgeshire.org.uk

Support and friendship 
for carers

Hello to sun
Hello to flowers
And lovely singing birds,
It warms your heart
It warms your soul
And fills the poet
with words.

Report from the latest 
neighbourhood meeting...

...and from the CPSOs

ON Saturday 22nd May (time to be confirmed) at Wesley church 
on King Street in Cambridge there will be a musical workshop.

The workshop is designed for young musicians aged four to 12 
to get together and share their enjoyment of music. Pupils will have 
the opportunity to take part in musical games, develop reading of 
musical notation and widen their general musical knowledge in 
a fun and inspiring way. The workshop will include:

Co-ordination games
Ear-training games (aural skills)
Visual reading skills
Performance/improvisation playing
There are pay and display parking facilities on King Street 

and Jesus Lane. 
For further information please contact me:

Louissa 264778 email louissagalenski@hotmail.co.uk
or Zhivka  zhivkapesheva@yahoo.co.uk

Workshop for young musicians

The joy of singing with John
THOSE of you who have attended one of John Rutter’s work-
shops before will be eager to come back for another; those who 
haven’t will be in for a treat on 8th May. The aim is encourag-
ing everyone who loves to sing, whatever their ability. 

John’s music choices for the day have a spring-like flavour 
which include selections from madrigals and partsongs, his The 
Sprig of Thyme , Feel the Spirit, Amazing Grace and Lord of the 
Dance. 

It all happens between 11am-4.45pm at Comberton leisure 
centre (registration from 10am). Please go to the Cambridge 
Summer Music website www.cambridgesummermusic.com for 
further details or ring me:

 Juliet Abrahamson 894161

Monday	 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday	 8:30am - 6pm
Wednesday	9:00am - 8pm
Thursday	 8:30am - 8pm
Friday 	 8:30am - 6pm
Saturday	 8:00am - 3pm

Wednesday - Thursday
Nina is now taking appointments 

Wed 5:00 - 8:00 pm

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl, Amie & Louise welcome you to

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

Paul & Sonya welcome you to

THE PEAR TREE INN
   HILDERSHAM

Tel: 01223 891680
Traditional family run 4 star village pub with great ale, 

great food and great atmosphere
Menu changed monthly with special theme evenings

NEW - open for lunches 
Wednesday to Sunday 12.00- 14.30 
Food every evening except Tuesday

4 Star Bed and Breakfast accommodation

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

website: www.ajcopelandca.co.uk

Email: ajcopeland@compuserve.com

N. CLAXTON
Painting & Decorating

and 
Property Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 e-mail:

n.claxton925@btinternet.com

The Dog & Duck
63 High Street, Linton

Tel: 01223 891257

Open all day – every day
morning coffee, tea and pastries 

lunch 12-5 and dinner 5-11.
Families with children are more than welcome, 

Your Favourite Local to Eat, Drink, Relax and Enjoy 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Special Occasions

Ristorante Italiano – Italian cuisine, perfect ales, 
superb food, great atmosphere...

Check out our website for ongoing specials
http://www.dogandducklinton.co.uk

D.J.C 
PAINTING & DECORATING

EXTERIOR & INTERIOR  
FREE ESTIMATES 

ALL TYPES OF CEILING & WALL COVERINGS 
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE  

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 
Tel: Darren – 01440762635 / 07796544080

djsmith1@btinternet.com 



WE were warned, and yes, the violence was hor-
rific. Youths relentlessly aiming kicks and punches 
at another youth’s head whilst he lay helpless on 
the ground. Sickening.

We were watching a film of violence in Ely. Martin Beaumont, 
manager of the county’s CCTV, gave an extremely thought provok-
ing and enlightening talk last month. One film clip of a woman 
being brutally attacked by a male encouraged a debate amongst a 
number of our members about violence towards women. This is of 
great concern to the WI nationwide and we are actively working 
to raise public awareness about its nature, extent and impact.

Martin launched the system in 1997 with 31 cameras in and 
around the city centre. Today there are 157 cameras in the system 
covering Cambridge operating from the Guildhall in Market 
Square. He also manages the systems in Soham and Ely. The sys-
tem is designed to make towns a safer and more welcoming place 
at any time of the day or night and was developed in response to 
the growth and fear of crime. A monitor screen has been installed 
at police headquarters in Hinchingbrooke which allows the council 
control room to relay pictures through to the police.

The police can respond quickly. The cameras maintain close 
watch and through radio control the police are kept informed 
of any changing situation in the vicinity. Although many of us 
don’t like the idea of big brother watching us, this really is an 
effective tool. It may not be a silver bullet, but it is helping to 
keep us safe.

The Guildhall control room can be assessed by small groups 
and this would make a very interesting visit.

On a lighter note the Cambridgeshire WI Federation is hold-
ing a scarecrow competition. Several WI groups are making 
scarecrows to be exhibited in Wimpole Hall’s walled garden 
during May and June. Linton’s Jan Shanbrook, June Keeble and 
Nanette Blackmore (below) have created a superb Mr McGregor 
with cheeky Peter Rabbit stealing the carrots. It will definitely be 
worth a visit to see all the scarecrows.

One Sunday afternoon some of the strollers went to Ashdon to 
see the post mill, built in 1759 by William Haycock, a carpenter 
of Ashdon. This windmill was completely restored between 2002 
and 2006. It’s certainly worth strolling to and then down to the 

Linton WI members admiring 
their scarecrow
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For entry in this list, ensure that your event is written 
into the diary in the Post Office.

You may also send an email with your event details to diary@
linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info.

Call 891104 for an audio version of the Linton News
 Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.
WEEKLY		
Junior badminton, 10am-12noon Sundays	  SC
Adult tennis coaching, Sundays (call 07791 150141)	 SC
Jazzercise, 6.45pm Mondays and Wednesdays	 Granta School
Pilates, 10 and 11.15am Mondays	  VH
Yoga, 7-8.30pm Mondays term time	        Hadstock VH
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays 	                                       VH
Men’s all-age keep fit club, 8pm Mondays	 SC 
Ladies’ netball, 7.15-8.30pm Mondays	 SC
Cempa wu-shu karate, 7-8pm Mondays (age 5 upwards)                   LVC
Linton theatre workshop, Mondays	      (call Joe 01440 703701)
Aquacise Mon, Tues and Wed tel 890248		            Granta school
WEA, 10am Tuesdays			                               VH
Scrabble club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays	       Church pavilion
Linton Granta playgroup, 10am Tuesdays and Thursdays term time         LVC
Hadstock toddler group, 2-3.30pm Tuesdays term time     Hadstock VH
Ladies’ football, 7-8pm Tuesdays 	 LVC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays			              CC
Granta duplicate bridge club, 2-4pm Tuesdays		            VH
Tae Kwon Do, 6-8pm Tuesdays and Thursdays		             SC
Ladies’ badminton, 8-10pm Tuesdays		 SC
Senior mobility, 1-2pm Tuesdays		      Hildersham VH
Junior choir, 6pm-6.45pm Tuesdays 		     	 St Mary’s
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays	   		                          CC
Yoga, 7.30pm Tuesdays term time    	     Hildersham VH
Children’s advice centre, call 07768 008 919	         	           CC
Bowls roll-ups, 2pm Wednesdays Apr-Oct        Bowls pavilion
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays                   VH 
Men’s keep fit club, 8pm Wednesdays		            SC
Tots-in-tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays term time	  VH
Music Matters, 10.30am & 1.50pm Thursdays	 VH
LVC badminton club, 8-10pm Thursdays	  SC
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays  	  VH
Yoga class, 8-9pm Thursdays	 SC
Mums and Tots Mocha house, 2-4pm Fridays	 Church pavilion
Tots music group, 10.30 & 1.30 term time Fridays	 URC
Buffy bus, 11am-12.15pm Fridays	 Hadstock village green
Junior basketball, 6-7pm Fridays	  SC
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays 	  CC
Adult tap dancing, 7.15-8pm Fridays term time	  VH
Granta badminton club, 8-10pm Fridays	  SC
Mini kickers, 10-11am Saturdays term time	 LVC
For sports centre courses please call Mark Wilson 890248
 MAY
  1	 Farmers’ market, 9.30am	 LVC
  1	 Community church tea and coffee, 10am	 CC
  2	 Three counties walk, 9.30am	 Bartlow
  3	 Ashdon fun run, 10.30am	 Ashdon
  3-9 Children’s book festival
  3	 Camera club, 7.30pm	 CC
  4	 WI, 7.30pm	 VH
  5	 Reading group, 8pm	 Dog & Duck
  6	 Carer’s group meeting, 2-4pm	 CP
  6	 Linton lunch club, 12 noon	 Dog & Duck
  8	 Gardening club plant sale, 10.30am	 3 Mill Lane
  8	 Sing with John Rutter, 11am	 Comberton Leisure centre
11	 House and garden fair, 10am	 Chilford Hall
11	 VIP meeting, 2pm	 Chalklands CC
11	 Gardening club, 7.30pm	 VH
12	 Bell-ringing open evening, 7-9pm	 St Mary’s
13	 ACE Ploughman’s lunch, 12.30pm	 CP
14	 Casino night, 7.30pm	 LVC
14	 Cricket club race night, 8pm	 Infant school
16	 Camera club, 11.30am	 Cole’s Lane car park
18	 Historical society, 7.30pm	 VH
19	 Friends of St Mary, 7.30pm	 St Mary’s
19-22 Harris fun-fair, 6-8.30pm	 RG
20	 Parish council AGM, 8pm	 VH
22	 Dads and tots, 9.30	 VH
23	 Coffee morning, 11am	 CP
JUNE
  1	 WI 7.30pm	 VH
  2	 Linton reading group, 8pm	 Dog & Duck
  3	 Linton lunch club, 12 noon	 Dog & Duck
  3	 Parish council meeting, 8pm	 CC

LINTON DIARY
Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are below. All 
letters for publication must have a full name, address or phone 

number to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be edited. 
Opinions are not necessarily those of the Linton News. 

KEY: CC Cathodeon centre, CP Church Pavilion, HC health 
centre, LH Linton Heights school, LVC Linton village college, 
RG recreation ground, SC sports centre, URC United Reform 
church, VH village hall

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-
1pm, 2pm-5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thurs-
day Closed; Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm;  
Saturday 10am-12noon.

Refuse collection: 10th, 24th May.
Recycling collection: 4th, 17th May, 1st June.

OUR THANKS

WI gets a new view 
on crime

Dear Editor,
THE family of Evelyn Barnicoat would like to extend their heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who sent messages of sympathy after her sad 
passing. Many people took the time to write or telephone with 
condolences, and those kind gestures were of tremendous comfort 
to us. Thank you, also, to all those who braved the cold weather 
to attend her funeral – your support was greatly appreciated.
David, Owen and Jill Barnicoat,
Linton.

T A L E N T E D 
youngsters from 
l o c a l  s c h o o l s 
celebrated their 
achievements at 
the Linton Area 
Young Musician 
of the Year finals 
at Linton village 
college (LVC) on 
Wednesday 24th 
March.

More than 20 
young people aged 
eight to 16 took 
part in three sepa-
rate age groups. 
All the finalists 
had qualified by 

Talented young 
musicians gain awards

The post 
mill at 
Ashdon

Pictures by 
Bel Griffiths

Pianist  Ben Richards receiving 
his award from  Clara Taylor chief 

examiner for the Associated Board or 
the Royal Schools of Music

Picture by Roger Lapwood

winning their heats in various 
categories, including piano, 
brass, strings, reeds and voice. 
The result was a concert fea-
turing an enormous variety of 
instruments and styles, from 
Bach to Vivaldi, Phantom of 
the Opera to Teddy Bear’s 
Picnic, and classical flute to 
electric guitar. Entertainment 
was provided by the LVC jazz 
band and choir.

Michael Carroll, aged eight, 
of Great Abington primary 
school was named Key Stage 2 
young musician of the year for 
his performance of JS Bach’s 
March in G on the cello. The 
runner-up was Ivor Crooks of 
Linton Heights junior school, 
playing  One Hand, One Heart 
from the musical West Side 
Story on the euphonium.

Sarah Cooper, 12, was 
named Key Stage 3 young 
musician of the year for her 
performance of Chanson, from 
John Rutter’s Suite Antique, on 
the flute. The runner-up was 
Charlotte Dunling, 13, who 
played Prelude by Gerald Finzi 

on the clarinet.
Ben Richards, 16, won the 

title of Linton area young musi-
cian of the year for his assured 
piano performance of his own 
composition Scia Grazioso. 
The joint runners-up were 
Adam Kelly, 14, on saxophone 
and Alice Webb, 16, on flute.

The awards were adjudi-
cated by Clara Taylor FRAM, 
FRSA, LRAM, chief examiner 
for the Associated Board of the 
Royal Schools of Music, who 
congratulated all the musi-
cians on their performances 
and praised the high standard 
of music teaching in local 
schools.

Caroline Derbyshire, princi-
pal of LVC, commented: “This 
is a wonderful event. There is 
so much musical talent in our 
local schools and this competi-
tion encourages the youngest 
musicians to keep going so that 
they can achieve the standards 
set by the oldest”.

Tony Kelly, Linton village 
college 891233  Ext 158

tony.kelly@lvc.org

museum for tea and home-
made cakes.

Our next meeting in the 
village hall is at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 4th May in the 
Village hall when Margaret 
Hobbs will give a talk on 
COPE, Cambridge Older 
People’s Enterprise. Visi-
tors are very welcome.

The meeting on Tues-
day 1st June at 7.30pm in 
the Village hall will be a 
talk by Phillip Darke from 
Camgrain on Putting Food 
on the Table.

Trysha Hunt 894533

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311

Linton Community Sports Centre
- FITNESS SUITE -

PERSONAL TRAINING // HOLISTIC THERAPY
– TENNIS & NETBALL COURTS –

- FLOODLIT ‘3G’ ALL WEATHER FOOTBALL PITCH 
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

RANGE OF TERM, HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES & PARTIES

 01223 890248
Check out the latest info at: -

http://www.linton-sport-fitness.co.uk

Reliable Local 
Builder

From  conversions to 
plastering, 

renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 290925 
Mobile 07813 070369 

 
 

Linton Complementary 
Health Centre 

2b Bartlow Road, Linton 

• Acupuncture, Peter White; MSc, MBAcC 

• Hypnotherapy, Ellie Cochran ; BSc, BSCH  

• Massage, Peter White; MSc, Dip. Massage 
• Shiatsu, Cindy Faulkner; BA, MRSS 
• Chiropodist, Sharon Bennett M.Inst.Ch.P 

Telephone: 0845 430 9120 
Web Site: www.lintonhealth.co.uk 
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J. L. WIGHT 
Guild of Master                                       
Sweeps.

Qualified advice /  
Problems solved. 

    Certificates issued. 

  www.camsweep.co.uk 

01954 253315 
26, Cow Lane, Rampton 

CHIMNEY
SWEEP
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TUCKED away in a sleepy cor-
ner of the countryside between 
Cambridge and Saffron Walden, 
the idyllic village of Hadstock 
has one or two surprises up its 
sleeve. Chief among these is 
the church, notable not only 
for reputably the oldest door in 
continuous use in the UK, but 
also for its sublime acoustics. 

THE Arthur Rank hospice in 
Cambridge needs £1 million 
a year to fund the marvellous 
work it does with patients and 
their families.

This year, it was decided 
that the money raised from 
the simple lunches, held each 
Wednesday in Lent, should 
be donated to this worthy or-
ganisation.

On 31st March, Hannah 
Bennett spoke to us about the 
work of the hospice. She out-
lined the extent of hospice care 

JOINING the Linton News 
team of reporters, sub editors 
and photographers is Jennifer 
Kessel. 

She is fairly new to the vil-
lage, having moved here from 
St Neots last August. Jen is 23, 
lives in Wheatsheaf Way and 
works in the office of the New-
port Free grammar school.

She said: “Linton is a really 
lovely village and the people 
are very friendly. I’d like to get 
more involved in everyday vil-
lage life and get to know more 
new people.”

To that end, she has already 
joined the Linton jazz orchestra 
in which she plays saxophone 
while her fiancé David plays 
trumpet. They share their house 
with five guinea pigs and “a few 
cats” …  so Linton’s already got 
at least 10 new residents. 

IONA PETTIT moved to Linton 
in 1986. She worked for the 
British Heart Foundation in 
London from 1977 until 2001 
and was regional administrator 
responsible for north London 
and the eastern counties. In 
2003 she joined the local health 
centre part-time as a recep-
tionist and realised how few 
people she knew who lived in 
the village. 

Iona’s two main hobbies are 
her garden and her cats. For 
many years she bred Persian 
cats. She is connected to the 
Governing Council of the Cat 
Fancy and other cat clubs and 
helps run nationwide shows 
which she still attends with her 
own cats.

CHINA came to Linton this 
week as students at Linton 
village college (LVC) got 
the chance to learn about 
traditional Chinese painting 
techniques at the same time 
as brushing up their language 
skills.

In March, the distin-
guished Chinese artist Chen 
Hong visited LVC to give 
workshops to year 7 students. 
Chen Hong, renowned in his 
homeland for his paintings 
of fish, is currently artist-in-
residence at the Fitzwilliam 
Museum, Cambridge.    

Mr Chen gave a dem-
onstration of his skills by 
painting a leaping carp, a 
traditional symbol of good 
luck, wealth and longevity. 
He generously donated this 
painting to the college, and 

News from the tower
DON’T forget the open tower evening on Wednesday 12th May.  
You will learn a little about bell-ringing in general, our particular 
bells, and get the chance to pull on a rope. Don’t miss this op-
portunity to see an historic part of the church that has changed 
little for hundreds of years.  

Everyone is welcome, but children under 16 must be accom-
panied by a parent, and please bear in mind that the access is 
challenging for anyone with restricted mobility.  

We look forward to welcoming you between 7pm and 9pm.
Jackie Latham

Picture by Roger Lapwood     

THE Darryl Nantais gallery is releasing three striking new sea-
scape oil paintings by Darryl. He has been inspired by the power, 
beauty and strength of the sea once again.

Why not go and view these wonderful paintings at the gallery 
in the High Street, Linton, open Tuesday to Friday 10am to 3pm 
and Saturday 12 noon to 4pm.

The Darryl Nantais Gallery 891289
 www.nantais-gallery.co.uk

the gift was accepted by LVC 
principal Caroline Derby-
shire. Students then got the 
chance to create their own 
miniature fish paintings, with 
Mr Chen awarding prizes of 
his own painting and calligra-
phy for the best efforts. 

On Thursday 25th March, 
Ms Qiao Qiao Wang, a teach-
er from Hills Road sixth form 
college in Cambridge, visited 
LVC to give a Mandarin Chi-
nese taster session to year 10 
language students. Students 
learnt Chinese greetings and 
how to write their names in 
Chinese, as well as playing 
bingo with Chinese numbers 
and attempting to pick up 
sweets with chopsticks

Tony Kelly, LVC 891 233  
Ext 158

tony.kelly@lvc.org

Chinese week at LVC
It’s the wonderful proper-

ties of the church’s sound that 
underpins the 2010 Hadstock 
music festival. Village resident 
Bernard Lanskey, director of 
the Yong Siew Toh Conserva-
tory of Music, Singapore, and 
former assistant director of 
the Guildhall School of Music 
notes that there is something 
very special about St Botolph’s. 
Every detail of the music can 
be heard, and the space offers 
constant inspiration in sound.

This year’s programme 
sees internationally acclaimed 
musicians performing in the 
church across a week of events, 
starting at 7.30pm on Sunday 
20th June with a recital by 
Felicitas Fuchs – soprano, Aki 
Sauliere – violin and Bernard 
Lanskey – piano. These three 
international stars return to 

Hadstock to play works 
by Handel, Bach, Andrew 
Schultz (UK premiere), 
and Elgar.

7.30pm on Tuesday 22nd 
June sees Li-Wei – cello, 
Qian Zhou – violin, Wil-
liam Coleman – viola, and 
Bernard Lanskey playing 
works by Britten, Schu-
mann and Brahms.

At 7.30pm on Thursday 
24th June Daniel Tong – 
piano,  William Coleman 
– viola, Qian Zhou – violin, 
and Bernard Lanskey will play 
works by Beethoven, Schu-
mann and Brahms.

The series of concerts ends 
at 7.30pm on Saturday 26th 
June with students from The 
Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama in London, performing 
a mixed programme.

International artists at Hadstock music festival

Tickets are available from 
Saffron Walden tourist centre, 
Market Square 01799 524002, 
and the full programme and art-
ist information on the website 
www.essexinfo.net/hadstock-
church

Sue Walker 891710

Seascapes on display

Lent lunches raise over £1,026
for patients and their families 
at a critical time in their lives. 
Although many hospices were 
started by the Christian church 
they now cater for people of 
all faiths and seek to provide 
spiritual support and comfort 
for all who come to them.

Cheques to the value of 
£1,026, together with gift aid 
forms adding about another 
£200, were handed over to 
Hannah by the Venerable Alan 
Clarkson, with the good wishes 
of all present.

Alan Clarkson

Meet the team...

WITH the London marathon behind us and warmer 
temperatures on the horizon, many of you may look 
around for some nice running events. 

LOSC (Linton out of school club) has decided to carry 
on with a local race and is giving you the opportunity 
to enter either a five or a 10 kilometre event at 11am 

on Sunday 20th June. What a great idea to celebrate midsummer 
and Father’s day.

Courtesy of Chilford Hall, the Chilford 10k will take place in 
and around the lovely vineyard site with either one or two loops 
depending of your ability. Whether you are a regular runner or 
a first timer, the distances will suit you and at this period of the 
year we could bet on a sunny day. Chilford café will be opened 
for runners and family to enjoy a great day out. 

The start and finish will take place on the green close to the 
main entrance in Balsham road, and Linton community sports 
centre, situated within two miles of the start, is kindly offering 
its changing facilities.

 Should you need further information please contact Stephane 
on 07982787770 or email chilford10k@googlemail.com 

LOSC which provides after school care for local children 
between the ages of four and 11, (www.losc.co.uk), is setting 
up a series of events to raise much needed funds. In previous 
articles, you have heard about the importance of the club for the 
community. We hope to see you there.

Stephane Toussenel

Give it a go on Fathers’ day

We are delighted to introduce two new team members to you. 
Jen will be the lead editor with Iona ably assisting. I hope you 
will make them as welcome as you have made me during the 
six plus years that I have been editor. Look out for our latest 

member in next month’s Linton News
Wendy Foster

Pictures supplied by the artists

The presentation to the Arthur Rank hospice 
at the final Lent lunch

Two of the artists appearing at 
this years festival

L.B. CABS
LINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Weddings a 
speciality

Airports

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 
07932 021277

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

CB21 4UQ
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41 High Street, Linton

LAPTOPS FROM £349!
Online remote repair service from £10

Now refilling Ink Cartridges while U wait!



May 2010 Page 5

NEWS IN BRIEF... 

POT POURRI (64)

I CAME across a thermometer from Lintonia. When it is 
–40° F, it’s also –40° C on the  Lintonian (L) temperature 
scale.
When the temperature is 98.6°F, the L thermometer’s value 
is a three-digit prime number, but this is still not enough to 
determine the L temperature scale. If I said that none of the 
digits mentioned for the Lintonia thermometer repeat them-
selves, what is the full-scale temperature reading in degrees 
L? (Full-scale is the boiling point).

Solution  to No 63 - Hypatia’s class?
There are 13 in the class. Consider a two-digit number ab, (ab 
– 10) (ab – 10)7 ((ab -10)7) + 10 > (((ab – 10)7) + 10)1/3.

Urania

The temperature in Lintonia

Look after your feet ...

Medallist Kristjan off to Athens

Brownies go for a charity walk

Enjoy James Bond’s casino

Charity firefighters clean up

SHARON Bennett is a chiropodist and began work in the 
complementary health centre in Bartlow Road in April. She 
treats all the normal foot problems including hard skin, corns, 
ingrown toenails, etc, and also gives advice on veruccas. 
(Please phone me regarding these as I can often help without 
seeing you).

If you require help regarding orthotics or surgery, again 
please phone and I will try and point you in the right direction.  
I have been in this profession for 15 years and am a member 
of the Health Professions Council. 

I will be working one Friday a month and possibly more 
days later. I treat all ages and look forward to hearing from  
and meeting you. 

Sharon Bennett 07810 756134

WEDNESDAY Brownies are having a charity walk to Hildersham 
on Wednesday 26th May in aid of the Air Ambulance. We ask 
you to donate £2 per family, please, and to meet at Linton infant 
school at 5.45pm. All family members and pets are welcome.
			   Daphne Brazier 892276

DON’T forget the James Bond Casino Night at 7.30pm on 14th 
May when Linton infant school, Chestnuts playgroup and Linton 
Granta playgroup and toddlers promise you a night to remember. 
For details, please contact Adele Watson on 894117.

Natalie Morris

LINTON firefighters held a charity car wash at Linton fire 
station on 20th March in aid of the national firefighters’ charity. 
With great support from the community, we raised a fantastic 
£370. I would like to say a big thank you to the people who 
brought their cars to be washed, the Co-op for the refreshments, 
Mandy’s hot nosh and firefighters  Lee, Gary, Keith and Steve. 
Also helping all day were James, Jack and Rob Nowak. 

Can I also please remind you that we are in desperate need of 
new recruits. If anyone is interested, come and talk to us on any 
Wednesday evening from 7-9pm at the fire station.

Mark Collins

LVC student Kristjan Archer, 16, from Little Abington, is head-
ing for the world junior fencing championships after picking 
up a silver medal at the European championships in Athens. 
More details next month.

THE Flower Festival is later 
than usual so we are hoping 
for lovely weather with plenty 
of fun and entertainment. A 
detailed programme will be 
delivered to all Linton house-
holds nearer the time. 

Here is a taster of what to 
expect. The church will be 
open for viewing the flowers at 
10am on Friday 25th June, and 
at 11am on Saturday 26th and 
Sunday 27th June (the theme 
will be What a Wonderful 
World).  

There will be a barn dance 
and ploughman’s supper on 
Friday evening, and on Sat-
urday evening light entertain-
ment in the church with local 
group Solace the buskers and 
other performers.

The fete starts on Saturday 
26th with various stalls, games, 
army assault course, hot dogs, 
beer tent and dog show, to 

mention just a few of the at-
tractions. 

Please note that teddies will 
jump from the church tower at 

3pm on Saturday not Sunday 
as announced in last month’s 
Linton News (apologies for 
the mistake). 

This will be followed by a 
teddy bear tea party and the 
duck race on the river. As usual 
refreshments will be served in 
the Infant school from 11am 
onwards and on Sunday there 
will be a barbecue lunch at 
12noon at the school.

A coffee morning to raise 
funds towards the cost of the 
flowers will be held in the pa-
vilion at 11am on Sunday 23rd 
May. Anyone wishing to do 
a flower arrangement for the 
festival please contact Penny 
Brown on 897200. We look 
forward to seeing you all.

Tricia Lewis 893609

Wonderful World at this 
year’s Flower Festival

A close-up from the 2008 festival
Picture by Wendy Foster

FROM Little Red Riding Hood 
to Dr Who, bad 
wolves are a re-
current theme.  

Prokof iev’s 
musical tale of 
Peter and the 
Wolf is the story 

of a young boy ignoring a 
grown-up’s advice (sound 
familiar?), but can he use his 
wits and pluck to bag that big 
bad wolf?  

The Linton Festival Orches-
tra will perform Prokofiev’s 
inspirational fable as the grand 
finale to the Linton Children’s 
Book Festival on Sunday 9th 

May. 
The orchestra has been 

formed especially for the oc-
casion and is made up of local 
classical and jazz musicians 
from Linton and the surround-
ing area, conducted by Nigel 
Bennett.  

Nigel  is a local conductor, 
composer and arranger of 
music, based in Ickleton. He is 
currently director of music for 
the 4 Villages Orchestra and is 
also a tutor and manager at the 
Duxford Saturday Workshop. 

The story’s narrator is Rod 
Halls, who was headmaster of 
Linton Heights for 10 years 
until his retirement.

Peter and the Wolf was 
written to introduce children 
to the orchestra and each  

animal in the story is represent-
ed by a different instrument.  
Its familiar melodies will have 
you humming along, so come 
to Linton and hear this classic 
tale retold, and don’t forget ... 
boys like Peter aren’t afraid of 
wolves.

Thanks to the generos-
ity of our sponsors, events are 
free for families but must be 
booked. Booking forms can 
be downloaded from www.
lintonbookfest.org

Festival enquiry line: 0782 
6864586 or press enquiries to: 

Josephine Paterson, 
Book Festival Co-ordinator 

893582 or 
josephine@mjsquare.com

A tale for brave boys and girls ...

Peter, the wolf and 
narrator Rod Halls

THE first Linton brownies are holding a jumble sale from 2.30-
3.30pm on Saturday 15th May at the Infant School. The hall 
will be open in the morning to accept donations of jumble.

For more information please contact Linda Bird 
893600

Brownies Jumble

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts �nished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday

Closed Monday
  Tues, Weds & Thurs 9-7,  Friday 9-5,  Sat 9-1

 Annette, Katie & Kate warmly welcome Jane joining 
their team

CHIROPODIST
 Sharon Bennett 

M Inst Ch P
At Linton 

Complementary 
Health Centre

2b Bartlow Road
Linton

 07810756134
Member of the 

Health Professions 
Council

www.lintonhealth.co.uk

 
Local Ironing Service

Fast, friendly 
ironing service 
tailored to suit 

your needs.

Working overtime? Not enough 
hours in the day? Can’t face that 

stack of ironing?

Economical hourly rate.
Free collection/delivery available.

	 Call Carolyn on 
	 01223 891762
	 07961 919374

carolynturner63@yahoo.co.uk



Mushrooms stuffed with Dorset 
Blue Vinny and bacon
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Chef’s corner

KEITH Osborne finds that his new found interest in amateur 
dramatics, as a member of Linton theatre workshop, is a great 
way to escape the pressures of his day job as Head of Building 
Surveying for Uttlesford Council.

If anyone had said five years ago that he would be acting in 
amateur dramatics he would have laughed his head off. Now, 
having appeared as Robert in the workshop’s recent production 
of Don’t Dress for Dinner by Marc Camoletti, he has completed 
a transformation in his life.

Keith moved to Linton three years ago following a divorce and 
had heard of the theatre group via a relative so thought he might 
join as a backstage helper as a way of making new friends in the 
village. The first time he went along he discovered the group was 
short of potential actors and decided to throw in his lot and give it 
a go on stage. He has never regretted that decision as it has been 
fun working with a small but great bunch of people who have all 
become really good friends.

Keith also plays the guitar, writes songs and has recently 
completed a creative writing course and is now enjoying pen-
ning short stories.

Linton Theatre Workshop is currently preparing a performance 

ACEs had a fish and chips 
lunch on 25th March with Linda, 
Cynthia and Janet serving them 
as fast as they could be cooked 
– thank you ladies

Tony Kirby spoke on Rail-
ways of South Cambridgeshire, 
Past and Present. We heard 
about the lines, how the net-
work developed (and later 
closed) and the many uses of 
railways; passengers, racehors-
es, grain and malt for Belgian 
beer, all travelled by rail.

Tony described the stations, 
the quirks of their architecture, 
which was often magnificent, 
and why they were sited in 
odd places. For instance, when 
Audley End was threatened 
with a railway line over it’s 
lawn, the line was diverted and 
a cutting dug so it could not be 
seen. A station was built for 
the house, whilst the people of 
Saffron Walden had to wait for 
their branch with the station on 
London Road. The trains on that 
line came from Durham; I won-
dered where they went…. 

Tony fascinated us with his 
anecdotes and profound knowl-
edge, but it was a question that 
prompted memories of Charlie. 
This shire horse, standing 17 
hands, shunted the carriages 
around Newmarket rail yard, 
and you can see film of him if 

Les vacances chez les grands-parents
PENDANT les vacances c’est bien de pouvoir aller chez les 
grands-parents. On fait des choses différentes. Heureusement, 
on peut envoyer des emails et téléphoner pour parler avec papa 
et maman. Un peu comme ça :

J’ai reçu ton message et je suis très contente
C’est vrai que je passe des bonne vacances avec ma petite 

sœur et mes grands-parents ; pour faire une surprise papi nous a 
emmenées à la piscine et il y avait deux super toboggans.

Cet après midi on est retourné a la piscine et on s’est bien 
amusé mais je suis tombée parce que j’ai glissé mais je n’ai pas 
couru et je me suis cognée le coude très fort sur le toboggan. 
Tout va bien!

Il me tarde de raconter mes aventures à mes amis à l’école.

LINTON camera club’s March 
away day took place slightly 
after the Linton News deadline, 
hence the report in this issue. 
Club members decided to try 
a spring flower walk around 
Linton.

Although many of the spring 
flowers were several weeks be-
hind we enjoyed a lovely walk 
through the churchyard and 
along the riverbank on a beauti-
fully sunny Mothering Sunday. 
There wasn’t a daffodil to be 
seen but we found a plethora 
of snowdrops, crocuses, prim-
roses, winter jasmine and pussy 

Recipe for two people
Ingredients:
2 large open cup mushrooms
2 rashers streaky bacon
½ finely chopped red onion
Crushed clove garlic
1 oz fresh breadcrumbs
½ tbsp chopped parsley
2 sprigs chopped thyme
1 oz Dorset Blue Vinny crumbled
1 tbsp dry sherry
1 beaten egg
Peel mushrooms and remove stems from the middle. Chop 

stems finely to go in the filling. Place mushrooms in shallow ov-
enproof dish. Chop the bacon and fry, add the onion then crushed 
garlic, sherry and beaten egg to the pan mixing well. Add salt 
and pepper if desired.

Stuff the mushrooms with the filling. Drizzle over the olive 
oil and bake at 180c or gas mark 4 for about 25 minutes until the 
topping is golden brown.

Jan Lupton

Charlie the big Newmarket 
shunt-horse stole the show

From microscopic flowers to telescopic monsters
HERE’S something a bit lighter for the coming month using the 
mushrooms from Coldhams Wood Farm and Blue Vinny supplied 
by Meril Deal.

willow, which afforded plenty 
of photographic opportunity. 
Some of our group were fortu-
nate enough to be invited into 
the garden of the Millicent 
House where the flowers were 
somewhat more advanced. Our 
walk ended at lunchtime when 
we all compared our pictures 
over a welcome pint in the Dog 
and Duck. 

In April we visited Mullard 
Radio Astronomy Observatory 
near Barton, by kind invitation 
of club member Mike Crofts. 
The observatory, which covers 
an area of about 150 acres, was 
set up in 1957 and is operated 
by the University Department 
of Physics. 

Club members saw features 
on the site such as its use as a 
bomb store in World War Two, 
and the old railway station 
and track of the Cambridge to 
Oxford railway line which was 
closed by Dr Beeching in the 
1960’s. 

We also saw some of the 
old aerials which are no longer 
working but have contributed 
to many scientific advances, 
including the use of Interferom-
etry and the discovery of pulsars, 

(which won a Nobel prize shared 
by two scientists in 1974), and 
images of the Big Bang radiation 
which is still observable with 
sensitive microwave receivers. 

Some of these old instru-
ments, although now museum 
pieces can produce attractive 
photographs in a similar way 
to those of industrial archaeo-
logical sites. There was also 
an optical telescope with five 
mirrors that can produce sharper 
pictures than the Hubble space 
telescope. 

The following evening we 
enjoyed a quiz at the library, 

consisting of cropped views 
of well known Cambridge 
landmarks. Whilst the quiz 
was in progress, we also had 
a photographic competition 
with the subjects of buildings, 
Spring, green and water, which 
was judged by local photogra-
pher Julian and his son Jason. 
First prize was won by Mike 
Leeson. 

The next club night will be 
Monday 3rd May with an image 
show of South Africa by club 
member David Champion; 
theme for the night for members’ 
photographs is landscapes. The 
next away day is a family affair 
on Sunday 16th May, consisting 
of lunch at the Bridge public 
house in Waterbeach with an 
opportunity to take photographs 
along the towpath afterwards. 
We have also been invited to 
climb the tower of St Mary’s 
church, Linton on Monday 
evening 24th May to photograph 
the bells and the view from the 
top of the tower. 

All information can be found 
on our website: www.linton-
cameraclub.org.uk 

Mike Crofts 
and Sarah Hurcum

Picture by Sarah Hurcum  

you google his name – he really 
was a powerful lad.

Our PCSO’s, Leanne and 
Chris gave an update on crime 
and tips on safety – they are 
certainly a reassuring presence 
around the village. It is good to 
see them making links, even if 
their combined ages hardly met 
our entry criteria.

The next event is on 13th 
May, a ploughman’s lunch with 
Caroline Wingfield speaking 
on 175 years of the Saffron 
Walden museum. Please meet 
at the church pavilion at 12 for 
a 12.30pm start. I wonder if 
they have any rail memorabilia 
in there?

Meanwhile, call into Wait-
rose for some of your shopping 
– your green tokens can be used 
to help fund ACEs through their 
Community Matters scheme.

Call Enid on 891069 or 
Anne/Sue on 891001, if you 
need a lift. It was good to see 
new faces; you are all most 
welcome.

Enid Bald

La Pipelette (Chatterbox)

Primroses braving the 
cold weather

The telescopic monsters
Picture by Tracey Wilson

In your own time .....

of some of Roald Dahl’s Re-
volting Rhymes for the Linton 
Bookfest, whilst considering its 
next full production. The group 
would love to have some new 
members, so if anyone fancies 
having fun and becoming a 
thespian they would be very 
welcome.

LNT

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered
Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

AJB 
Fencing
All types of domes-
tic fencing - decking 
paving - landscaping

Garden services 
01223 894795
07813 070542

www.ajbfencing.co.uk
Portfolio Available

• MOT testing 
• All makes of vehicles serviced
   and repaired 
• Tyres at competitive prices
• courtesy car provided
• Polite and friendly staff  

LINTON VILLAGE MOTORS
(situated in Great Abington opposite Granta Park) 

www.lintonvillagemotors.co.uk

Tel: 01223 830550

Mon-Fri:  8.30am-5.30pm       Sat:  8.30am-12.30pm

DESIGNER DRAPES
NEW line  

of voiles & fabrics
BLINDS & CURTAINS
all types made to measure & ready made

Linton, Road Hadstock CB21 4NU
www.designerdrapescurtains.co.uk

01223 890556

Music Lessons 

Piano  Organ  Singing  Cello 

 

David Parry-Smith ARCO 

01223 894715 

david@parry-smith.co.uk 

Lessons given in Linton. 

Students at all ages—enquire 

for terms. Take your playing to 

the next level! 

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
    (01223) 892889 
or 07973294946

No job too small...M
O

P
S
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A
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A
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O
N

HAIR BY JO DENNY
Women | Men | Children

41 Linton High Street
(Behind North’s Bakery)

t: 01223 893 285

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling
Door / Window Replacement
Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening
Painting, Decorating
Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 
15 years industry experience.
Very reasonable rates.
Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson
(Home) 01223 893114 / 893896

(Mobile) 07963 854653

Aerial Installations & Upgrades
stevejacksonltd@hotmail.co.uk
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TWENTY students from Lin-
ton village college spent the 
weekend digging for buried 
treasure as they took part in 
an archaeological excavation 
in the college grounds.

The students, aged 11 to 
16, are members of the Lin-
ton Heritage Project, which 
has been awarded a £25,000 
grant by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund to help young people find 
out about the history of their 
school site.

Among the objects discov-
ered in the test pits, some up to 
70cm deep, were several Neo-
lithic flint tools from around 
3000BC. Most of the finds 
date from the Roman period 
and included fragments of 
pottery, roof tiles and a kitchen 
colander. 

Some of the Roman pot-
tery is believed to have been 
produced locally, while other 
pieces were probably imported 
from Oxfordshire, the Nene 
Valley and southern France. 
Other exciting finds included 
oyster shells and a molar tooth 
from a cow.

Professional archaeolo-
gists from Oxford Archaeology 
East will now study the finds 
for their significance. Later, the 
students visited the Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropol-
ogy in Cambridge to learn 
about an artefact’s journey 
from excavation to display. 

The students will also be 
working with glass artist Clare 
Sinclair to produce an artwork 
inspired by their finds.
Tony Kelly 891233 ext 158

LINTON Music Society is 
very fortunate to be having 
a visit from the extremely 
talented young saxophonist 
Hannah Marcinowicz and 
award-winning pianist Simon 
Lane. 

In 2005, when she was 
only 22, Hannah performed 
clarinet and saxophone solo 
under Sir Colin Davis as part 
of the BBC Proms. In 2008 she 
made an acclaimed Wigmore 
Hall debut and last February 
she performed live on BBC 
Radio 3. 

Pianist Simon Lane has won 
numerous awards and prizes 
for his work.

Their programme includes 
Muczynski’s Sonata Op 29, 
Milhaud’s Scaramouche and 
Debussy’s Syrinx.

The concert takes place at 
7.30pm on Saturday 22nd May 
at Linton village college. Tick-
ets are available at the door, or 
in advance  by phoning 893480 
or from Sweet Talk News.

Gill LeeLINTON Granta football club 
have reached the final of the 
Cambridgeshire FA Percy 
Oldham memorial cup to be 
played at Histon FC at 7.30pm 
on Wednesday 5th May.

They continued their suc-
cessful year by travelling to 
Fowlmere and turning on 
a good display and winning 
5-2.

Their manager Adam 
Norton said that it was a  
bonus as they were really 
after the league title and gain-
ing promotion to Kershaw 
senior A.

As the table stands, they 
are three points adrift  of the 
top spot but have two games 
in hand. 

Coach Guy Ennew believes 

that if they continue to play in 
the way they have been, there 
is no reason why they should 
not claim the title.

In the final they will play 
Soham United and could 
make it a league and cup 
double which would be a 
fantastic achievement. 

Robin Williams, 
club chairman

The Aztecs are also enter-
taining Aston Villa Old Stars 
football team at Linton village 
college on 13th June. 

Tickets are on sale at 
Boyz2Men and from Peter 
Belsom for £2.50 before the 
day, £3 on the day. There will 
be sideshows, barbecue and 
a bar.

Peter Belsom 891273

IN March, we told you about 
Torty the three-legged cat 
who was recovering after a 
traumatic accident in which 
she lost a leg and her tail 
and was looking for a new 
home.

Now two months later, we 
can tell you that this story has 

LINTON based photographer 
Richard Martin  has recently 
received the Landscape Pho-
tographer of the Year Award 
during an award ceremony in 
London.

Richard is a member of 
the Society of Wedding and 
Portrait Photographers and 
won the award with a photo-
graph taken at Glen Coe in 
Scotland.

The annual awards are 
given to photographers for a 
single image selected from 
more than 23,000 entries made 
throughout the year in monthly 
competitions. The winning 
picture can be viewed at www.
aspectphoto.co.uk

a happy ending. Now called 
Daisy, she has found a new 
owner and is enjoying her 
new life in Hadstock.

She is with Marilyn Davey 
and her son Chris and is living 
a happy and active life. Fully 
recovered from her accident, 
she can run around, climb 

stairs and get into all the mis-
chief that cats usually do.

“She settled in straight 
away and is very friendly and 
playful, and curious too,” said 
Marilyn, whose previous cat 
died recently. “We are enjoy-
ing having her.”

LNT

Cup Final challenge 
awaits the Aztecs Tail with a happy ending

Up and 
running: 
Daisy has 
settled 
down to 
life in 
her new 
home and 
doesn’t 
let a little 
thing like 
the loss 
of a leg 
and a tail 
stop her 
enjoying 
herself

Picture by 
Marilyn Davey

The big dig at LVC

The treasure hunters: students take a closer look at what they have  unearthed
Pictures by Roger Lapwood

Hannah Marcinowicz

Sax appeal 
at LVC

Prize picture

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
    *  CRB Checked
    *  Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
  sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

BED AND 
 BREAKFAST

BAKERY COTTAGE  
WEST WRATTING 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5LU

also
Cottage and Converted 

Barn to rent for holidays, 
weekends and short breaks. 

sleeping 6 and 4 people
         Tel Carol on

01223 290492
07860 810689

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

ClearTax
&  A C C O U N T I N G  L T D

All your tax and accounting 
needs,  personal and business.

Specialist in tax planning

Free initial consultation

Tax returns from £99+vat

Based in Hadstock

t: 07896 298253 
e: janine@cleartax.co.uk

www.cleartax.co.uk
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The Derbyshire 
Post The Way We Were

by Garth Collard
I’M not sure if the readers of the Derbyshire Post are aware, but 
since the autumn term we have launched a new website at the 
college and we’re really pleased with it. Tony Kelly, our press 
officer, posts up stories about events at the college in the news 
section on a weekly basis, so another way to keep up with what 
our staff and students have been doing is to browse the site: www.
lvc.org. One story that local residents will find of particular inter-
est is to do with the Linton heritage project that is happening at 
the college. The scheme has been awarded a £25K grant by the 
heritage lottery fund and the idea behind the project is to help our 
young people find out about the history of their school site.                                                                                                                   

In March, 20 LVC students spent the weekend digging for 
buried treasure on the college grounds.  The Governors had given 
them special permission to dig under a section of the Henry Mor-
ris lawn, as long as they put the turf back very carefully! They 
worked closely with the professional archaeologists from Oxford 
Archaeology East and the enterprise was co-ordinated by Lesley 
Morgan, our Arts Development Manager.                                                                                                             

The students were delighted by their finds and are impressively 
knowledgeable about them. Highlights include several neolithic 
flint tools from around 3000BC and Roman pottery, roof tiles and 
a kitchen colander. Some of the pottery is thought to have been 
produced locally, while other pieces were probably imported from 
Oxfordshire, the Nene Valley and Southern France.                            

The students will continue their study of the artefacts 
when they visit the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropol-
ogy in Cambridge. They will also be working with glass artist 
Clare Sinclair to produce an artwork inspired by their finds 
and with film maker Peter Harmer to record a film of their 
discoveries, Linton in Layers, to be shown later in the year.                                                                          
Working on the heritage of the college comes at a fitting time 
as we are moving into the demolition phase of our Vic Hallam 
building. The demolition work began in April and then Oxford 
Archaeology return to see what else they can find.

Caroline Derbyshire, principal

IN 1840 the Rev Edmund 
Fisher junior founded the first 
church school for children aged 
five to 14 years. The lord of 
the manor gave the land and 
buildings of a small homestead 
called Home Farm.

About 200 children went to 
this school which was in a barn 
which is the part of the present 
day infant school that protrudes 
into the playground. 

Pupils paid a penny a week in 
advance and were not allowed 
to attend if the money was not 
paid. Many families just sent 
their boys to school, and there 
was one case reported of a boy 
who lost his money and the 
family took their daughter away 
and used her school fees to pay 
for her brother.

Punishments were harsh 
and children were often caned 
in front of the whole school. 
Lessons concentrated on read-
ing writing and arithmetic. We 
have some copies of the weekly 
arithmetic tests and they would 
be far too difficult for most 

Linton church schools

children today. In another ar-
ticle I will set out some of the 
questions and ask children to do 
them without calculators.

Classes were based on age 
and ability and were called  
standards. Pupils could not go 
up to the next standard if their 
work was not good enough. 
Lazy children had to stay in the 
same class with much younger 
children. Standards were abol-
ished in the 1920s. 

Galleries were built in the 
classrooms so that the pupils 
could see the teacher and the 
blackboard. In the early years 
children wrote on slates and 
they could only use paper 
when they were good writers 
because paper was so expen-
sive.

In 1891 education became 
compulsory and free, the 
numbers of children increased 
which led to overcrowding. 

In 1895 the buildings were 
extended and you can see the 
extension which runs towards 
the new school hall. To cater 
for the younger children (five 
– seven) a new separate infant 
school was built on land nearer 
the High Street. (The build-
ing was called the nursery in 
the 1970s - 1980s.) The main 
school was renamed the mixed 
school and catered for seven to 
14-year-olds.

The old farmhouse on the 
site was used by the head 
teacher and was pulled down 
in 1953. 

The first head teacher of 
the mixed school was called 
Mr Mutimer, who came on a 
one month trial and stayed for 
44 years.

The infant school had its 
own head teacher but by 1900 
the mixed school head was in 
charge of both schools. 

The mixed school lost its 
11 – 14-year-old children when 
the village college opened in 
1937.

Old head teachers’ house circa 1950
Picture courtesy the Cambridge Collection

S/0253/10/F Mrs Rosemary Wellings, 96/98 High Street, Lin-
ton. Variation of condition 7 and 8 of planning permis-
sion S/1593/07 to provide parking and manoeuvering 
layout.

S/0286/10/F Mr and Mrs Gavin Bowie, 12 Fairfield Way, 
Linton. Lawful development certificate for proposed 
extension.

S/0326/10/F Mr and Mrs Keith Nightingale, 11 Mill Lane, 
Linton. Conversion and extension to existing garage to 
form living accommodation.

S/0379/10/A Co-operative Group, 106 High Street, Linton. 
Fascia sign.

S/0434/10/F Mr Stuart Pawley, 3 Brinkman Road, Linton. 
Two storey front extension.

Linton heritage project
LINTON village college is 
currently running a heritage 
project looking at the school 
site and buildings. This proj-
ect is funded by the Young 
Roots programme of the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Young people started by 
exploring the archaeology of 
the school site and are now 
ready to look at the school 
buildings.
For this part of the project 
they would like to collect 
former pupils’ memories of 

attending Linton village col-
lege. These memories will be 
recorded on film. 
They therefore now urgently 
need people who can help 
them with this part of their 
project.

If you have memories of 
attending the college and 
would be happy to share those 
memories with the young 
students please contact Sha-
ron Punchard on the details 
listed below. 

Alternatively please leave 
your contact details at the 
school reception and we will 
get in touch with you soon,

07824 820465 or email
sharon.punchard@

cambridgeshire.gov.uk

CB21 4XN

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866
leswestlake@aol.com

Quality Painting 
and 

Decorating Service

HOUSE
GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

& 

Kitchensense 
(Linton)

For a dream kitchen 
that is tailor made 
to your needs and 

budget.
Over 20 years’ 

expertise in kitchen 
design

Please call 07986 437 989 
for your free design 

and quote

Steve Webb
Painter

&

Decorator 
Over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

Montford Barn
Horseheath
Tel: 01223 893864
Mobile: 07772991373

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-

work, renewal of pitched or 
flat roofs

New guttering, 
repairs/unblocking

Free estimates before any 
work commenced

25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

Russells Estate Agents
‘We Let Our Boards Speak For Themselves

Sales & Lettings 
properties required in 

LINTON.
Call Glenn Coombe

 at the Sawston Office on

01223 493420

Email us at 
  sawston@russellres.co.uk
  Website: www.russellres.co.uk

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

Roses
Beauty Salon
W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Pedicures,  Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ,  Ear Piercing. 

Mobi le service avai lable
Rene Guinot Agent

Tel Carol
01223 290492

or 07860 810689

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &



Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894225
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DACRE LONG
Local Painter and 

Decorator
66 Chalklands, Linton

Professional work to highest 
standard for over 15 years 

Trade and 
Private Customers

Free quotes with written 
specification 

Phone 01223 893176
or 07837513837
Discounts for

Senior Citizens

B Haylock
Wood Flooring 

&

Carpentry
Supply and installation

Free quotations

Home viewing 
of samples

Mob: 07734057520
Tel: 01223 890418A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN
SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross  DipPFS
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com
De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB21 4JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation
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Council with the support 

of the Linton News Team.

Parish Council Matters

WE have all heard the slogan ‘Save the trees - save the planet’ 
and how important it is to preserve the rain forests. What do 
you know about trees in Linton and who is saving them? There 
may be some of you who do not particularly notice the presence 
or absence of our trees. Perhaps this is because trees would not 
generally prevent villagers walking and playing on all the open 
spaces we have in Linton. I am sure, however, if all the trees were 
to be removed overnight most residents would ‘see’ instantly a 
deleterious effect to the village. In addition to the obvious visual 
barren feel that would be created, suddenly there would be no 
where to sit in the shade during a hot summers day, there would 
be no trees for the youngsters to climb or swing from, nor would 
there be a safe place for the numerous birds to nest or hide in. 
Moreover, since trees act as a sound barrier, without them street 
and road noise would be more noticeable and may even become 
intolerable in some areas.

It is fairly safe to say therefore that life would feel very different 
without our trees. Although many of you will have experienced 
‘little trees’ growing in the garden apparently out of nowhere, 
most of the trees you see within the village will have been spe-
cifically chosen and planted by someone, some as far back as the 
enclosures when new fields were laid out. When walking round 
the village it is quite apparent that we should all be grateful for 
the care given to the numerous private trees visible for us all 
to enjoy. There are however many open areas in the village not 
privately owned but are in fact owned by the village as a whole. 
It is these areas which the parish council have responsibility for 
on your behalf.

It may surprise some of you to know that the parish council 
has been proactive regarding trees for a considerable time, both 
with respect to maintaining existing trees and planting new trees. 
We are responsible for many of the open spaces within the vil-
lage including the cemetery and the churchyard. Currently we 
are in the process of getting an expert opinion on all our existing 
trees and to provide us with a plan for the future care of the trees 
in Linton. Indeed we now have a specific long-term budget for 
tree maintenance which we hope will allow us to plan ahead 
and organise a tree maintenance programme to avoid expensive 
emergency tree works which has happened in the past.

We are very lucky in Linton to have a very active tree warden, 
Susan Anderson, who assists the parish council in their endeavour 
to plant new trees and maintain and save existing trees. Whenever 
possible grants are utilised to purchase new trees. The planting of 
any trees depends upon what trees are available, their size and the 
difficulty of finding suitable sites within the village away from 
all the drains and underground utilities. If any resident hears of 
any suitable grants available or ‘free’ trees we would be very 
pleased to hear from them.

Over years we have planted trees in the recreation ground, the 
pocket park and various other sites in the village. This year you 
will have noticed that trees have been planted along Horseheath 
Road and Bartlow Road. I use the term ‘we’ loosely as I for one 
will own up to never actually planting a tree whereas some coun-
cillors and volunteers have planted many. I did however organise 
the jubilee trees in the recreation ground and helped water them 
for several months to ensure their survival.

We know many residents would like to plant trees in memory 
of loved ones but it is difficult to find suitable sites. For the future 
I have always thought it would be nice to have an area of wood-
land for villagers to walk in and enjoy and feel part of. I hope 
that in time this will become a reality and perhaps villagers could 
sponsor these trees as they did for the jubilee trees.

Cllr Val Urwin

Save the trees - save the planet

IN commemoration of the Queens Golden Jubilee in 2002 the 
parish council arranged the planting of a group of 20 trees on the 
recreation ground near to the children’s play area to provide a 
much needed shady area. The trees were carefully selected to suit 
the proximity of the river and because of the occasion to provide 
a golden look throughout most of the year. The planting of these 
trees together with the erection of the stone won a district council 
award for being the most long-lasting memorial to the jubilee. The 
jubilee trees planted at the time were the following varieties:
Salix vitellina - Alder, which has attractive catkins in February.
Fraxinus excelsior jaspidea aurea - Golden Ash, which has at-
tractive golden bark in winter and golden leaves in the spring 
and autumn.
Populus tremula - Aspen, which has attractive grey-green leaves 
turning yellow in the autumn.
Betula nigra - River Birch, which has glossy diamond shaped 
green leaves and an attractive pale coloured bark.
Sorbus torminalis - Wild Service Tree that has polished green 
leaves, which turn crimson and yellow in the autumn, with white 
flowers in June which, give russety-brown fruits.

The trees were supplied and planted by Mr Pinner from Thim-
bleset nursery. Since they were planted in March and were over 
10 feet tall, they had to be routinely watered weekly by hand for 
several months. Each tree had to be given two buckets of water 
twice weekly. This entailed recovering water from the river and 
carrying buckets to each tree. In my case when it was my turn on 
the rota I was pleased I had chosen a tall man to marry who had 
a pair of long waders to wear! The weekly watering rota, which 
included the youth from Linton Action for Youth who took over 
the watering every Wednesday, was a fantastic demonstration of 
how teamwork can achieve so much.

Jubilee trees

YOU might have noticed tree surgeons at work in the cemetery. 
Following a full survey, dead and diseased trees have been re-
moved, some trees have been pruned, and overcrowded clumps 
have been thinned. If you have not seen any obvious gaps, then 
our work has been successful. More hedging has been planted 
to complete the boundaries in a natural way, thanks to Susan 
Anderson, our tree warden, and her team of diggers.

This is part of a scheme which will, over the next few years, 
see the cemetery improved, with re-surfacing of roads, narrow-
ing of the western section of road into a path (to protect tree 
roots), more seats and bins, and notice-boards. We would like 
to commission a memorial to remember those who do not have 
a headstone – rural poverty meant that many were buried with 
wooden memorials, which are long gone. Missing names will 
be added to the war memorial; let us know if there is someone 
whose name should be there.

The area where the ashes of loved ones are interred must be 
extended, as we are running out of space. How should we do 
this? The obvious area to use is the land adjacent to the current 
site, but perhaps we need a more formal layout, to preserve the 
dignity of the place. Have you seen any good designs that we 
could adapt for this area? Perhaps to set out the plots with small 
paths between, or to have a paved area into which plaques are 
set? In some cemeteries memorial plaques are set on an enclosing 
wall; could this idea be adapted for Linton? And what materials 
would it be best to use?

Cemetery update

The current ashes area has some planting that has become 
overgrown, and relatives have been asked to remove the conifers. 
As the leaves and twigs can be a problem, it has been suggested 
that the willow tree should be removed. Do you agree, or do you 
like the contrast of that planting, and the canopy of foliage over 
the memorials? Any changes need to be handled with sensitivity, 
so your ideas would be welcome.

Cllr Enid Bald

Opinions welcome: 
It has been 

suggested that 
the willow tree be 
removed to keep 

the ashes area 
tidy - should we 

do this or is it too 
beautiful to be 

lost?

Picture by Val Urwin

The large piece of blue/cream Clipsham stone was kindly 
donated by Rattee & Kett with the parish council paying for 
the delivery and inscription. Over the years the plaques with 
the sponsor names became dislodged and unfortunately not all 
were recovered. As we would like to complete the stone with 
the sponsor names as soon as possible we would be grateful if 
all those who requested that their name was inscribed please let 
the clerk know.

Cllr Val Urwin

Trees well 
established 
after eight 
years but 
completion 
of the jubilee 
stone needs 
your help

Picture by
Val Urwin

Trafalgar Accounting 
& 

Taxation
Local Businesses

Personal Income Tax Returns
Based in Linton

Ring 01223 897930
Free initial consultation



 Opportunity awaits
We provide a professional and friendly recruitment serv-
ice to Haverhill and the surrounding villages. If you are 
looking for short term temporary work or if you are 
looking for the next step on your career ladder then 
call us today or email your CV to: jobs@cremrecruit-
ment.co.uk

www.cremrecruitment.co.uk
Contact Colin Saunders or Tom McKenzie 

on: 01440 708833

⇒ Industrial
⇒ Administration
⇒ Secretarial
⇒ Accounts
⇒ Sales
⇒ Customer Service
⇒ Engineering

•	 FITTED KITCHENS /
	 BEDROOMS /WARDROBES
•	 CABINET MAKERS
•	 BESPOKE JOINERY
•	 DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
•	 WOODEN FLOORING
•	 CONSERVATORIES
•	 EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390 

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
INSURANCE WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

colin.watkins@keme.co.uk

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  
 01223 890060
   07765 594398

YOLE FARM 
BUTCHERS 

*
35-37 High Street, 
Balsham, Cambs.

Tel: 01223 893832
Family and 

Catering Butcher
All produce where ever 
possible is sourced from 
our own or local farms

GARAGE
DOORS

SERVICED-REPAIRED
REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems
Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc.co.uk

Made to Measure

CAPRI BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated 

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
Awnings supplied and fitted 

from £350 
Tel: 01223 894020
www.capriblinds.co.uk

“HAPPY HOUR”  5.30- 6.30pm Monday-Friday
Fish & Chips  Mondays  5.30-9.30pm Eat in or take away

Pudding Club - Last  Wednesday evening in every month  (booking advisable)

Bargain Lunch - Order a main course and get a pudding for free. 

We have a great selection of fine wines and real ales you can enjoy 
in a relaxed atmosphere.

www.crownatlinton.co.uk
11, High Street, Linton, Cambs   Tel 01223 891759

Our Highly Qualified chefs will do all they can to cater to all your 
dietary needs. So come along and enjoy the warm welcome you will 

receive.

The Crown Inn, Linton
freehouse. restaurant & accommodation

Page 10 May 2010

 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 

Clerk to the council – Mrs Sue Parry 
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk
Office hours: Monday 9am–12noon and 
4–5.30pm, Tuesday–Friday 9am–12noon 

Or by appointment 
Dates for full council meetings:
May 20th, June 3rd and 17th 2010

All meetings held at the Cathodeon centre 
following the public forum commencing at 8pm

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon centre on Thursday 4th March 2010.

Present: Ms E Cornell (chair), Mrs E Bald (vice chair), Dr 
B Cox, M Gee, A Gore, B Hammett, R Hickford, Ms T Hunt, G 
Potter, Dr J Rossiter and Mrs S Parry (clerk). Mr Ian Dewar, CEO 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local Councils 
(CPALC) and Mrs K France (press) were also in attendance.

Apologies for absence were received from councillors Krarup, 
Linsdell and Urwin.  

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
18th February: The chair reported that the wind farm inquiry 
had been adjourned until September. Cllr Cornell proposed that 
a letter of thanks be sent to Corrie Newell, conservation officer at 
South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) for her extensive 
work and commitment in obtaining evidence for the inquiry and 
this was agreed.

Presentation by Mr Ian Dewar, CEO of CPALC, on Local 
Authority Powers and Payments.

Mr Dewar explained the role and powers of parish councils 
and issued handouts. He emphasised that the level of funding to 
those benefiting should be proportional to the number of electors. 
The parish council could give initial funding to help with start up 
costs but these groups should be encouraged to be sustainable and 
not to be reliant on parish council funding year on year. Future 
funding should reduce and be used as matched funding to other 
funding sources. Funding should not be given if alternative fund-
ing is available. Groups should be invited to the annual parish 
meeting to explain how their funding has been spent.

The chair reported that she had written an article for the April 
edition of Parish Council Matters explaining the council’s inten-
tion to invite all local groups who had received a charitable grant 
from the parish council in 2009 to the annual parish meeting, so 
that they could report on how their money was spent. All success-
ful applicants to be awarded a grant in 2010 (due to be agreed by 
council on the 8th April) would be invited too and cheques would 
be presented at the meeting.

The request from the village college to fund £500 for gymnas-
tics equipment (deferred from the meeting of 18th February) was 
considered. Advice was sought from Mr Dewar who confirmed 
that parish councils should not give to businesses. He asked that all 
the relevant documentation be sent to him and he would forward 
it to the legal department to determine.

Reports from co-ordinators:
Open Spaces: With reference to the Camping Close village 

green application, Cllr Gore reported on a decision made by the 
Supreme Court on the 3rd March 2010. The Court ruled in favour 
of an application that had previously been refused due to residents 
showing respect for the owners use. The Lords concluded that the 
residents were still asserting a right to take recreation on the land 
and simply because they showed civility towards the owners use 
did not mean that village green status should not be afforded. Cllr 
Gore felt in the light of this decision it was difficult to see how 
the Education Authority could mount a case against the parish 
council’s village green application.

Cemetery: Cllr Bald reported that hedging had been planted 
on the boundary by the Chalklands bungalows. Further hedge 
planting would take place on the northern side when two trees 
had been felled.

Rights-of-way: Cllr Hammett reported that he and Andrew 
Stimson from the county council countryside access team had 
made safe a partially fallen tree in Rivey Lane.

Venture playground: Cllr Hammett reported that the new play 
equipment had been installed and was available to use.

Churchyard: Cllr Cox reported that the churchyard manage-
ment committee had been requested to withdraw the application to 
remove some churchyard trees as the SCDC tree officer believed 
that these trees were not wholly responsible for the collapse of 
the wall.

Correspondence received and for discussion:
A request from a resident to promote Linton as a base for the 

2012 Olympics was considered. It was agreed to respond that the 

council is in the process of setting up a Heritage Trail to guide 
visitors around the designated Outstanding Conservation Area.

Reports from councillors (for information only):
Cllr Potter requested that the Linton Parish Publications group 

meet as soon as possible.
Cllr Cornell reported that the drains in Coles Lane car park 

appeared to be blocked, some flooding had occurred and several 
drain grids were damaged and needed to be replaced.

A request for a meeting with the highways department, Hilder-
sham Parish Council and Linton Parish Council to discuss Back 
Road had been received from Cllr Batchelor.

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon centre on Thursday 18th March 2010.

Present: Ms E Cornell (chair), Mrs E Bald (vice chair), Dr 
B Cox, M Gee, A Gore, B Hammett, R Hickford, Ms T Hunt, 
T Krarup, G Potter, Dr J Rossiter, Dr V Urwin and Mrs S Parry 
(clerk). County and district councillor J Batchelor and Mrs K 
France (press) were in attendance together with one member of 
the public.

Public forum: A resident of Paynes Meadow asked if the 
road on the phase 2 of the development had been adopted by the 
county council. The clerk thought it had not but would investigate 
and report back.

Apologies for absence were received from councillor  
Linsdell.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
4th March: On the presentation by Mr Dewar, Cllr Rossiter 
requested that clarification be sought regarding the value added 
consideration of S137 payments.

Clarification would also be sought as to whether groups were 
required to state exactly how any funding would be spent and 
whether the council should be prescriptive when allocating fund-
ing. It was agreed to seek clarification on these matters.

An additional item pertaining to the wind farm application was 
discussed at the end of the meeting in confidence. 

Report from police and consideration of policing, safety 
and security issues: The clerk reported on an incident earlier in 
the week when the village custodian had found a hand grenade 
on Camping Close and had taken it to the village hall. The police 
had been alerted and a bomb disposal squad from Colchester had 
been deployed to make the device safe. It was later identified as 
a hand held smoke grenade.

Cllr Cornell reported that further evidence in support of the 
council’s application to register Camping Close as a village green 
had been sent to Mr Thoday at the county council. He confirmed 
that the solicitor acting for the objector, the county council’s 
property team, was considering their options in the light of the 
Redcar judgement.  Mr Thoday would contact the council as soon 
as any further information was received. 	

Report from the county councillor: Cllr Batchelor reported 
that the Transport Innovation Fund to provide public transport in 
Cambridge had been rejected by the government as the county 
council would not accept an unconditional congestion charge. The 
saga of the much publicised guided bus scheme continued.

Report from the district councillor: Cllr Batchelor reported 
that many senior officials at the district council were due to retire 
shortly and would not be replaced.

Written reports from council representatives: Cllr Bald 
had issued a report regarding the Linton Heritage Trail which 
was being developed in conjunction with the Historical Society. 
The council was asked to consider a site for a lectern type map 
board and to consider the siting of waymarkers for the route. 
Council felt that they were not able to make any decision on this 
issue until they had walked the route. It was agreed to arrange 
an evening when this could be undertaken.

Cambridgeshire Together rural strategy consultation: The 
notes previously distributed by Cllr Rossiter were agreed. Cllr 
Cornell proposed that she and Cllr Rossiter complete the on-line 
consultation response. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Gore 
and agreed by the meeting. Proposal carried.

Correspondence received and for discussion:
Kester Cunningham John, the council’s solicitors, had re-

quested comments regarding the proposed lease on Coles Lane 
public car park. It was agreed that the council was willing to 
take on the car park in its present condition providing that the 
ivy on the boundary walls was addressed. At the end of the lease 
the car park would be handed back in a similar condition. It was 
agreed to accept clause 2 of the lease if clause 1 of the lease was 
given up. This referred to the provision of car parking spaces 
without charge.

A quotation to address the puddle by the Meadow Lane gate to 
the recreation ground had been received. It was agreed to query 
this quotation as it did not appear to meet the specification.  

The position of a grounds maintenance operative was currently 
being advertised as part of the Future Jobs Fund, a government 
scheme to get 18 to 24 year olds who have been unemployed for a 
period of six months back into work. It was agreed that Cllr Bald 
and the clerk would conduct interviews and to offer the position 
to a suitable candidate.

Reports from councillors (for information only):
Cllr Cornell reported that, following a meeting with the pa-

vilion users, Su Matthews would be attending the next parish 
council meeting on 8th April to discuss ideas for extending and 
upgrading the pavilion.

Cllr Bald reported that trees were due to be planted on the 
Bartlow Road verges between 23rd and 26th March.

The council resolved to exclude the press and public whilst 
the council considered the following item of business pursuant 
to section 100 (A) (4) Local Government Act 1972

Disclosure of interest: Cllr Cornell disclosed a possible per-
sonal interest and decided it appropriate that she would take no 
part in the discussion and decision on this matter.

Wind farm inquiry: It was agreed that council would inform 
the Inspector that it was the intention of the parish council to call 
an expert highways consultant to provide evidence in respect of 
the A1307.

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents re-
ferred to above can be inspected at the parish council office.

Blimp flying at the height of the proposed wind turbines
Picture by Sue Parry


