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event is written into the diary in the Post Office.
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You may also send an email with your event details to
diary@linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info

Weekly
Slimming World, 7pm, Mondays Cathodeon Centre
Whist Drive, 7.30pm, Mondays  Village Hall
Men’s Keep Fit Club, 8pm, Mondays LVC
Story Time, 2.15pm-2.45pm, Tuesdays Library
Linton Chess Club, 7.30pm, Tuesdays Village Hall
IT Club, 7pm, Tuesdays Cathodeon Centre
Linton Granta Bowls roll-ups, 2pm, Wednesdays Rear of pavilion
Linton Radio Race Car Club, 6pm-10pm, Wednesdays VH
Tots in Tow, 10am-11.30am, Wednesdays in term time V H
Ladies’ netball,  7pm-8.30pm, Mondays  Sports Centre
LVC  badminton club, 8-10pmThursdays Sports Centre
Little Acorns, 10am-11.30am, Thursdays VH
Carpet Bowls, 7.30pm, Thursdays VH
Bridge Club, 7pm, Fridays Cathodeon Centre
Tap dancing, 7.15-8pm, Fridays Village Hall
Granta Badminton club, 8-10pm, Fridays Sports Centre

MAY
2 WI, 7.30pm Village Hall

  3 Reading group, 8pm Village Hall
  4 Local Government elections, 7am-10pm Village Hall
  4 Luncheon club, 12.15pm The Crown

6 Farmers’ Market, 9.30am LVC
  6 Linton Children’s Book Festival

Linton Library and Infant School
  6 Linton cricket season starts The Pavilion

6 Auction of Promises, 7pm Junior School
  7 Linton Children’s Book Festival  LVC

7 MAGPAS Big Breakfast, 7.30am-12noon Village Hall
  9 Fair in aid of Asthma UK. 10am-4pm Chilford Hall
  9 VIP group, 2pm Chalklands
  9 Gardening Club, 7.30pm Village Hall
13 Plant Sale, 10am 3 Mill Lane
13 Linton music society concert, 7.30pm LVC
14 Camera Club, 10am Coles Lane car park
14 Linton Churches Together, 6.30pm LVC
14 Recital, 3pm   St Botolph’s, Hadstock
15 WI, 7.30pm Hildersham VH
17 CAMTAD Hearing help, 9am-12noon Health Centre
18 Parish council meeting, 8pm  Cathodeon Centre
18 Historical Society, 7.30pm Village Hall
20 Jumble Sale, Friends of Guiding, 2pm Infant School
20 Dads and Tots, 9.30-11am Village Hall
20 Friends of St Botolph’s Church concert, 7.30pm

St Boltolph’s, Hadstock
23 WI Group Meeting, 7.30pm Village Hall
24 ACE coach trip, 10am Dog and Duck
24 Friends of St Mary’s AGM, 7.30pm St Mary’s Church
24 Complementary health talk, 7.30pm Village Hall
28 Charity market stalls, 1pm Dog and Duck
28 Wacky Races, 3pm The Crown

JUNE
  1 Luncheon Club, 12.15pm  The Crown
  1 Alzheimer’s Research Trust coffee morning, 10.30am

29 Hollybush Way
  1 Parish council meeting, 8pm  Cathodeon Centre
  3 Farmers’ Market, 9.30am LVC

Refuse collection:  2nd, 15th, 30th May.
Recycling collection: 8th, 22nd May, 5th June.
Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-
5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thursday Closed; Friday
10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon.

The Linton News can also be read online at www.linton.info
Extra copies may be obtained from BP garage on the by-pass.

FREE fun events for families

Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th May 2006

Linton Library - Sat. am

 Infant School - Sat. pm

 Village College-Sun. pm

www.lintonbookfest.org

Bookings: 01223 892400

Info: 01223 892977
Funded by the

Local Network Fund

AS Linton firefighters are on call
on Saturdays, before accepting the
offer of a free wash for the fire
engine by Linton Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts, leading firefighter
Mark Collins ensured a full crew
of four was in attendance.

Fully kitted for a call-out, the
crew arrived at the Dog and Duck
car wash event  on 25th May for the
boys to get to work on the largest
‘car’ of the day to thank the fire-
men for their generous donation
to Scout funds.

Linton’s volunteer firefighters
have raised £6,019 over the past
two years. They gave £3,019 to the
Fire Service Benevolent Fund and
£750 each to the Scouts, Chestnut
Playgroup, Granta Playgroup and
Children in Distress.

Secretary to 1st Linton Scouts,
Jo Pattison said the money would
help towards purchasing tents,
cooking equipment and an urn for
camp.

The boys raised £260.20 from
the car wash.

Kate France

The big ‘thank you’

Pictures by Roger Lapwood

Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and firefighters after a job well done.
Inset: cub leader Barry Holman helps son Christopher to reach the blue lights.

UNLESS you’ve been seriously incommu-
nicado recently, you will not have missed

the cries and letters of dismay in the national
and local press that have greeted the intro-
duction of so-called free bus travel for pen-
sioners (and those others entitled to conces-
sionary fare bus passes).

From Saturday 1st April, the concession-
ary bus fare scheme changed throughout
England as a result of the £350 million pledged
to local authorities by the government for this
year, and £367.5 million for 2006/7. Pension-
ers in England were promised free local bus
travel, understood by most as free travel
throughout that county. This was to have
been an improvement on the current situa-
tion of concessionary bus passes giving the
Cambridgeshire traveller half-fare travel
throughout the county.

Instead, Linton’s pensioners and conces-
sionary pass users can actually only travel
free within the local district boundaries (in
our case, South Cambs). Councillor Dr David
Bard, portfolio holder for planning and eco-
nomic development, said “We know that the
changes the Government has made to the
travel scheme are unsatisfactory for many of
our residents. In the past the council has been
able to supplement the money given to us
from government to fund half-fare travel.
Unfortunately, because the Government
capped our annual budget by £2.6 million and
has only provided funding for travel within
South Cambridgeshire, we are unable to offer
any further subsidy.” A compromise has been

QUALITY garden toys on offer include a TP slide and trampo-
line, a tractor with trailer and other items as well as a variety of
children’s bikes including mountain bikes for five to seven-year-
olds.

The potter’s wheel raised £30 for a St Mary’s church project
and the Village College Trust Fund will benefit by £15 from the
adult trampoline and £10 from the microfiche reader. The sale of
the greenhouse brought £20 for the Christina Noble Children’s
Foundation.

For any of the items above or to offer something to profit a
village charity or a national charity with a Linton representative,
please contact:

 Kate France 891602,
or email katefrance@linton48.freeserve.co.uk

Too good for jumble...

When free doesn’t
mean free

reached, in negotiation with the bus opera-
tors, whereby bus pass holders can travel
across boundaries within the county for a
flat fare of £1.80 return (£1 single). This
includes the Park and Ride. A one-day
Multibus ticket costing £3 is available for
those travelling further afield.

So, where could you travel for a free of
charge day out in South Cambs if you fancied
it? Certainly not to any of our local towns, as
most people would like to do. Haverhill, Cam-
bridge and Saffron Walden all fall outside the
district boundary. It all becomes more mad-
dening when you realise that, in many parts of
England, pensioners are now able to travel
free throughout their county, and you will be
even more annoyed to know that, if you live in
Scotland, Northern Ireland or Wales, you can
travel free of charge country wide.

Pensioners’ groups continue to lobby the
Government for free national travel, but will
that come too late for some? One Linton
pensioner told the News: “When the Govern-
ment said that we would all be able to travel
free, that’s what it should have meant. It’s
pensioners coming bottom of the pile again.
We’re lucky to have the shops in Linton, but
I can’t get everything I need in the village.
Who knows where I’ll be by the time they
sort this mess out!”

The “free” scheme will run for one year,
after which time the councils will review
their ability to continue running it.

                                              LNT
See Letters: Page 3

THE Aztec junior football club
managers and parents are in
training to beat a team of former
Arsenal players and celebrities
to raise money for charity.

The celebrity side has not
been finalised but may include
former Arsenal striker Perry
Groves, England rugby player
Martin Offiah, comedian Ralf
Little and Ground Force’s
Tommy Walsh. Thirty per cent
of the money raised will go to
Arsenal charities; the rest will
go towards running the Aztec
junior football team.

The event is being held from
12 noon on 4th June at Linton
Village College. The ladies will
be kicking off the event with a
mothers’ match at 12  which
will be followed by a majorette
display. The celebrity match
will kick off at 2.30pm and side-
shows, a bar and food will be
available throughout.

Aztecs junior football club
are grateful to sponsors Area
Scaffolding, Boyz 2 Men,
George Dye & Son, P Haylock,
Linton Block Paving, Plumb-
line and Ridgeons.

Advance tickets are avail-
able from Boyz 2 Men, Sweet
Talk News and Peter Belsom,
891273.

LNT

Celebrities
turn out to
play Aztecs

THE Dog and Duck will be
hosting a fund-raising market
event in their car park from
1pm on Sunday 28th May
(Wacky Races day).

If you belong to a village
club, society, church, nursery
or playgroup etc. and wish to
raise funds, please call Tracy
Harrison on 891257 to book a
free stall place – commercial
enterprises will not be consid-
ered.

To ensure an attractive
event there will be a bouncy
castle, barbecue and refresh-
ments in the garden too.

Tracy Harrison

THE starting grid is ready for
the Crown’s Wacky Races
which will start at the Crown at
3pm on Sunday 28th May.
Don’t be late. The junior race
will start at approximately 4pm
on the meadow.

All the money raised goes to
local and national charities, so
be there with your cart, chariot,
or camera and help to swell the
amount raised this year to add
to the grand total of £12,000
raised in previous years.

  Please contact Joel at the
Crown for sponsor forms and
any further details.

LNT

Spring holiday bonanza

VOTE in yourVOTE in yourVOTE in yourVOTE in yourVOTE in your
local electionslocal electionslocal electionslocal electionslocal elections
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IT is all too easy to rant about how behaviour in general is
getting worse, and how the younger members of our society

are the problem. Every generation has done so, and will no doubt
continue to do so. Therefore, it was particularly pleasing to see
some of our youngsters – in this case the local scout group –
cheerfully offering a useful public service (to those of us with
dirty cars) and simultaneously thanking our local firemen for
their donation to scout funds. Their recent car wash, beginning
with a fire engine wash, was an example of community help and
courtesy to us all.

In spite of national trends towards a more selfish and
hedonistic society, Linton and its surrounding villages seem
well blessed with people of all ages who regularly give
freely of their own time, and often pockets, for the benefit of
others. They do so without seeking any recognition or re-
ward (other than seeing others benefiting from their efforts)
and in many cases positively prefer anonymity.

Readers will no doubt recognise the work of such people
as our scout and guide leaders but perhaps be less aware of
the support groups behind these which consist of local
people who assist with fund raising and the provision of
organisational and logistical support.

In a similar way many of the local clubs, societies,
assistance groups, church groups, local councillors and na-
tional organisations with local branches, all involve far
more than just the one or two public faces that are seen from
time to time. In addition to these clubs, societies etc., there
are some in our community who are members of national
charitable organisations and yet more who simply work
alone, such as the person who delivers your Linton News or
the ‘good neighbour’ who looks in on the elderly person next
door.

All things considered, it is reasonable to believe that our
little corner of Cambridgeshire is not as bad as the national
picture –  something of which those responsible can be justly
proud. However, our happy little corner may yet prove the
architect of its own downfall if we choose – in the mistaken
belief that the rights of the individual outweigh those of
society – to ignore the actions of those who clearly have little
inclination to accept the responsibility for self discipline
which such a society places on us all.

So this rant is to those such as the lady motorist observed
emptying the contents of her car ashtray into the middle of
Horseheath Road whilst turning into the library, and the
young mums, so engrossed in their conversation that they
failed to thank the senior citizens who stepped into the busy
High Street in order to allow them, their toddlers and bug-
gies to continue on the pavement.

To you and others like you, please think a little more
about the needs of our community rather than yourselves,
and show the courtesy and consideration to others which you

Hear about complementary
healthcare at free talks

Thoughts from
the Granta ranta

THE Linton Complementary
Health Centre is pleased to
announce a series of free talks
which aim to inform people
about different therapies
offered, and how they work.

These talks/demonstrations
will be informal with time to
ask questions. Each session
will concentrate on a particu-
lar therapy and its application.

They will be held at the
upstairs meeting room in
Linton Village Hall, Coles
Lane between 7.30 and
8.30pm and the  dates are as
follows:

Charlotte’sCharlotte’sCharlotte’sCharlotte’sCharlotte’s
ChatroomChatroomChatroomChatroomChatroom

A SEEMINGLY unknown
sportswoman is emerging from
Linton Village College and at a
very speedy rate.

Jacqui Lai, who lives in
Linton, astounded me with her
achievements when I spoke to
her. I was unaware of how
much she has accomplished

THE world-famous Joe Loss
orchestra, under the direction
of Todd Miller will be playing
at Sawston Village College at
7.30pm on 30th June for a spe-
cial one-night only Big Band
Ball.

The orchestra has been
playing for 75 years and has
performed in every top venue
in the country including The
Ritz, the QE2, Windsor Cas-
tle, The Barbican and Buck-
ingham Palace.

The band has had more
than  14 audiences with the
Queen and has featured on all
our best known television and
radio stations and even in a
few films including the hit
comedy The Full Monty.

Organiser and local arts
development manager Dan

Joe Loss orchestra
to visit Sawston for
the Big Band Ball

Schumann said: “The orches-
tra is superb and this function
was a complete sell-out last
year.

“Whether you want to ball-
room dance to the music of
the 30s and 40s or boogie to
the music of the 60s through
to now, this ball will provide
it all.

“This year we have new
catering and have made big
improvements to the layout
and seating arrangements to
accommodate lots of dancers
and the huge demand we ex-
pect based on last year.”

Tickets are on sale now and
include food and a licensed
bar. To book you should con-
tact:

also won the under 17s singles,
which is particularly amazing
as she is only 14 herself.

She went on to tell me that
just a few weeks ago she won
two silver medals in Oxford
for the under 15s singles and
doubles, and on Sunday 5th

March she took part in another
restricted competition for
under 19s.

Jacqui always has a busy
schedule, and a few weeks ago
she played in an under 15s Cam-
bridge restricted event which
she also won. I wished her luck
but somehow I don’t think she
needed it as she won, and has
done so for five years running.

Although badminton is
Jacqui’s main forte, she also
enjoys Tai Kwan Do and has
been playing flute since year 8
taking part in this year’s Young
Musician of the Year competi-
tion.

Jacqui aspires to play bad-
minton professionally for Eng-
land, possibly competing in the
Olympics, and I’m sure at the
rate she’s going this is inevita-
ble.  It was a pleasure meeting
her and I’m sure everyone
wishes her the best for her
future. Watch this space as the
Linton News will be following
hers and her brother’s progress.

Jacqui Lai: medals galore
Picture by Charlotte Westdijk

The thoughts expressed in the
Granta Ranta are not neces-
sarily those of the Linton News
Team.

Feeling angry about a local
matter? Submissions can be
made in the usual way, details
on Page 8.

Plan to set up a ‘befriending
scheme’ for Linton’s over 60s
WE are hoping to set up a

befriending scheme for
people in Linton who are less
able to get out and about and
who would welcome a visit
from a friendly face.

The scheme will comple-
ment the groups and activities
already going on in Linton and
would be aimed at elderly peo-
ple who are becoming house-
bound. Training and support

for volunteer visitors and com-
mittee members will be ar-
ranged through Care Network.

We are looking for commit-
tee members who can offer a
bit of time to help launch the
scheme.

If you are want to become
involved, please get in touch
with Geoff and Miriam
Reynolds on:

892645

 Jacquie or Sue on 712424

would wish to receive from
them. Follow the example of
the scouts in helping our
community and being cour-
teous to their benefactors, set
your own children a good ex-

The first talk will be on
Wednesday, 24th May, when
the subject will be What is Acu-
puncture? Then on Wednes-
day, 21st June, the discussion
will be about Shiatsu-
acupressure massage.

On Wednesday, 18th July,
Acupuncture, emotional bal-
ance and stress will be the
topic and then after an August
break, there will be a partici-
patory session on Relaxation
and meditation on Wednes-
day, 13th September.

Hypnotherapy will be the
subject on Wednesday, 11th Oc-

tober and the following month,
on Wednesday, 8th November,
the session will focus on Pain
and injury treated with oste-
opathy and acupuncture.

Finally on Wednesday, 6th

December, the subject will be
Acupuncture and addiction.

Donations to the British
Red Cross Africa Food
Crisis Appeal will be warmly
welcomed.

 Please contact Peter White
on 0845 430 9120 if you need
some more  information,
or visit our website at:
www.lintonhealth.co.uk

Jumping Jill
nets £1,200

’
ample and help keep
Linton the desirable
place it is.

‘

Jason meets his hero:  P7

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

This month Charlotte Westdijk
    reports on a local sporting star

during her time as a badminton
player, a sport in which I’m
sure she could make a future
career.

Along with her younger
brother, Jason, she has become
famous within the school for
her skill at this game.  So far in
her badminton career, she has
been successful in many events
and tournaments.  Before the
February half term, Jacqui had
won four gold medals in Jersey
in the under 15s singles, dou-
bles and mixed groups. She

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

JUMPING Jill Beedon has
finally landed after her spon-
sored  parachute jump for the
Multiple Sclerosis Society.

The jump, postponed from
29th March because of high
winds, finally went ahead on
Saturday, 15th April. Leaping
out at 10,000 feet, Jill said the
experience was “scary, terri-
fying but exhilarating”.

Jill, who raised about
£1,200 from the jump, has no
plans to repeat her feat –  or
ever jump again. “It was quite
beyond any experience I’ve
ever had,” she said. “My dad,
an MS sufferer who died two
years ago, would have been
proud of me.”

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

HOME SELECTION

FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING

All types of flooring 
available

Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

Beauty Salon

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures etc,  
Mobi le service avai lable

Rene Guinot Agent
Tel Carol

01223 290450

W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Roses

You do not have to contact your existing accountant 

when you decide to change over to us –

the formalities are done for you.

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Businesses - Self Assessment

Personal Taxation

The ‘One-Stop Shop’ for your Accounts and Tax Returns

Copley Hill Business Park, Babraham

Tel; 01223 830044. www.TPaccounts.co.uk

Litho Printing
Hot Foil . Embossing
Cutting and Creasing

Telephone:

01233 891286
E-mail: info@sbprinting.co.uk

www.sbprinting.co.uk

31 Cambridge Road, Linton,
Cambridge CB1 6NN

&POSH     PAMPERED

Exclusive Hair Salon

Beauty with a Difference
Now Available – Botox, Fillers and Teeth Whitening

Sun beds now on offer

113 HIGH STREET, LINTON  
TEL: 01223 890303

L.B. CABSL.B. CABS
LINTONLINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports
Courier Service 

available

GARAGE

DOORS
SERVICED-REPAIRED

REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems

Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc
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Post and email addresses and deadline for letters on page 8. Please note: All letters for publication must be supplied
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Readers write ...... Readers write ......

Dear Editor,
Thank you to all who
generously supported our
recent Save the Children
quiz night which raised the
magnificent sum of £600 on
behalf of  the children.
Bernadette Milner

Dear Editor,
I am a self confessed fan of
the one way system, and
believe that it has dramati-
cally improved getting
around Linton, but my
question is this; do we really
need so many signs and road
markings telling us of its
existence?
As if the original signs
outside Sweet Talk News
and the vets were not
enough, the men in suits
have decided we need two

Dear Editor,
As  many people now know
the Government’s free bus
travel scheme for over 60s
and disabled people has
turned into a shambles in
South Cambridgeshire
district as all the towns are
in a different district.
It now costs substantially
more for people to travel
into Cambridge than when
they had their half price bus
passes, as Cambridge is not
in South Cambs district.
This has caused a great deal
of concern amongst people
in Linton.
I have now arranged with
my colleagues to get a
petition in all the villages
in South Cambs to ask the
Government (Office of the
Deputy Prime Minister) to
change this policy so that it
allows people in villages to
go to town for free, which
is what it was intended to
do.
Anyone who feels strongly

can sign the petition in
Linton in the Co-op, the
Post Office, and the pubs in
Linton and Hildersham. Just
ask the person behind the
till or the bar for the
petition form.
These will be collected on
Monday 22nd May. I would
be grateful if you could
spread the word.
Robert Altham,
London Road, Balsham

huge poles displaying the one
way symbol at each end of its
route. One would think that
that surely fulfils the job, but
oh no!  Sets of ghastly traffic
islands with even more
ghastly bollards have been
added, and at the top of Mill
Lane and Green Lane there is
an unjustifiably large turn left
sign painted onto the road.
Now don’t get me wrong - of
course it is important that
people realise the system is in
place, but sometimes I get the
feeling that the council think
that all drivers are blind
idiots who will simply plunge
their cars down any road they
feel like without batting an
eyelid. Our once picturesque
High Street now bears more
signs, symbols and warnings
than a reactor chamber at a
nuclear power plant! I
wouldn’t be surprised if
residents of Linton started
getting letters through their
doors every morning remind-
ing them that the High Street
is one way, and asking them
for confirmation of receipt.
Jack Glossop, Mill Lane

Holiday memories of a
journey up the Nile
THE Hildersham WI’s March meeting found us enjoy-
ing the warmth and hospitality in the home of our
secretary for this year’s annual meeting. The evening

continued with Mrs Muriel Crampin entertaining us with her
holiday experiences of Egypt, having sailed up the Nile. We were
shown a video plus mementoes and some beautiful bead work on
a garment worn by Muriel.

The evening finished with refreshments and our thanks go to
Mr and Mrs Crampin for their hospitality.

Our next meeting will be at Hildersham village hall at 7.30pm
on 15th May when the guest speaker will be David Cunningham
from the St John Ambulance.

New members and visitors are very welcome.
Pamela Parris

THE highlight of the
annual meeting of Lin-
ton Women’s Institute

was a talk about
author Dorothy L Sayers by
Margaret Clark, who has a
natural ability to tell a lovely
story.

It is said that truth is stranger
than fiction and Dorothy L
Sayers certainly had a very
complicated personal life.

She was an only child and
just wanted to be loved, but the
right man never seemed to
come along. She did have an
illegitimate son whom she kept
a secret all her life.

She was much more suc-
cessful with her writing
career. Having read penny-
dreadfuls, she thought she

could do better. She was the
creator of Lord Peter Wimsey
but felt her best works were the
religious series The Man Born
to be King.

As it was the annual meet-
ing, the committee members
were all re-elected, with the
retiring chairman Trish Lewis
thanked for her hard work.

The evening included
home-made soup and crusty
bread and a good time was had
by all.

The next meeting will be the
resolutions meeting but there
will also be a ‘mystery murder’
theme.

New members are welcome
and should contact secretary
Brenda Smith on 890125.

Ann Simpkin 892090

Name  .............................................................................

Address  .........................................................................

Phone No  ......................................................................

Contribution day/s  .......................................................

The intriguing life of
Dorothy L Sayers

THE Linton Activities and Care for the Elderly group (ACEs)
gathered for a soup and rolls lunch on 7th April with Garth

Collard speaking on the “Social Events of Linton”.
There were slides showing just how socially active Linton

was; concerts, parades with floats, outings using various forms
of transport, sports days and the remarkable decorated bicycle
competitions.

There were even saucy photos of the swimmers at the bathing
pools that were once a feature of our river – that wakened a few
of us up – but no one admitted to being one of them. Some
familiar faces were recognised and anecdotes recalled.

The next event is a coach trip to Bury St Edmunds on Wednes-

day, 24th May, leaving Linton at 10am from the Dog and Duck,
then at 10.15 along Back Road (Chalklands, then Crabtree Croft).
It will be market day at Bury, the Abbey Gardens and historic town
are worth exploring and there is a wide range of shops.

However, we have not been able to secure the coach with the
lift for disabled access, but we can assist those who need a
helping hand. As coach hire is expensive (or unless we get a
Lottery grant!) we will have to charge for this excursion.

Many people have already booked at our last meeting but
there are still a few places. Please call Sue on 891001 or me on
891069 to book your place.

Enid Bald

Remembering Linton’s social life

Worship at the Living Water Christian camp

It’s one-way overkillSign my petition to end
bus pass shambles

How you can help
sponsor Fidelia

LINTON Guides are continu-
ing to sponsor five-year-old
Fidelia Cunurama Tola, who
lives in a poor farming commu-
nity in Bolivia.

Although Fidelia is not yet
old enough to attend school, the
60p per day sponsor money
helps her community to obtain
clean drinking water and basic
health services. We would ap-

preciate your support again this
year by completing the form
below, naming the date(s) cho-
sen for your contribution(s).

Please return the form (in an
envelope) with 60p to
1 Joiners Road, Linton. (Please
do not send any money in the
post). Perhaps you could also
get a friend to join you.

Rosemary Turner

Dear Editor,
Very many thanks to
everyone who supported
the NSPCC coffee morn-
ing on 22nd March, and to
Mr and Mrs Crouch for
lending their house.
Including kind donations,
the grand sum of £556
was raised.
Special thanks are also
due to the landlord and
customers of the Wagon
and Horses for their
amazing support. In 2005

they collected £75 in their
box, which is now filling up
again.
Thank you.
Susan Anderson
Mill Lane

OVER the past few years, a
number of people from Linton
have attended the Living Water
Christian camp in Norfolk.

This provides an environment
for Christians from a variety of
backgrounds, ages and denomi-
nations to socialise and worship
together. There is also an op-
portunity to attend teaching

seminars and workshops.
On Sunday 14th May, Linton

Churches Together are pleased
to host a Living Water show-
case event. This will take place
from 6.30-8.30pm at Linton Vil-
lage College.

This year’s camp is entitled
‘Belonging’ and the Living
Water chairman Dave Gardner

will be speaking on this theme.
The evening will also include
worship and Linton testimonies.

Living Water has the ability
to unite Christians of various
denominations and ages and is
very much at the heart of every-
thing they do. Linton Churches
Together would like to invite
you to experience this showcase

event (especially if you are
someone who doesn’t normally
attend church services). Come
and experience praise from
passionate worshippers. There
will be no pressure to sign up
for the camp and it promises to
be an inspiring  evening for all.

Janet Crowhurst
01799 584483

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon 9-5 pm
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens 
Monday & Tuesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
 Wednesday & Thursday

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services

for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 8:30am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8pm
Thursday 8:30am - 8pm
Friday 8:30am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 4pm

Wednesday - Thursday
AND every other Sunday

10am - 1pm

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

ANDY CHASE

Web Design & 
Updating

Custom Business 
Databases

Sensible Prices

Tel 01223 890169
or 07950 070787

www.linton.biz
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THE trustees of the Charles
and Mary Anderson Ben-

efaction considered 15 appli-
cations at the meeting of trus-
tees held in February. Grants
were made to support 10 appli-
cations.

The charity was established
using funds from the sale of
Church Cottage in a trust docu-
ment dated 18th May 1998. The
funds were invested and in-
come generated is used to sup-
port the causes. Michael
Holden was instrumental in
forming the trust and acted as
first trustee. He was the first
chairman of the trustees.

The aims of the charity are
to support the promotion of the
Christian religion in and from
the parish of St Mary’s and in
particular to sustain the church
and its worship, for the promo-
tion of education for Lintonians
and particularly the church
school and religious teaching
in the parish and for any other
charitable purpose of “those

WILL you be flying sky high after our Auc-
tion of Promises on Saturday 6th May?

Among the many fabulous promises under head-
master Rod Halls’ hammer that evening at Linton
Heights junior school will be a voucher for a pair
of Virgin balloon flights.

Or perhaps you’d rather indulge yourself
with another of our promises – a round of golf,
a three-month gym membership, wine tasting,
a luxurious meal, or a family outing?

Maybe luxury in your case  is having bread or
cakes freshly baked for you, or not having to do
the family ironing, weed the garden, or walk the
dog?

We also have a number of signed items
that will be auctioned – books, photographs,
footballs and banners. These include unique

The sky promises to be the
limit at Heights auction

items, such as Gary Lineker’s signed 2005
FA Cup Final running order/script. The bar
and viewing open at 7pm and Mr Halls will
start the bidding at 8pm.

Entrance  is free so promise you’ll treat
yourself and come to the auction, which is
being run by the Friends of Linton Heights to
raise money to restock and refurbish the library.

If you are unable to come but don’t want to
miss out on the fabulous things on offer, cata-
logues and sealed bid forms are available from
the school office, Wheatsheaf Way, Linton. By
early April we had received promises from the
BBC, Nene Valley Railway, Jade Fountain,
Gary Lineker, The Crown, Everton FC and
many many more. And they are still coming in.

Jane Catley 892274

living in or resorting to
Linton”. The Andersons for
very many years resorted to
Church Cottage during their
visits to England from
America. They were particu-
larly keen on the “English gar-
den” and exemplified this in
the garden at Church Cottage
as well as through a book writ-
ten by Charles.

The nine trustees represent
the church and community in
Linton. This year substantial
grants were made to the Linton
Churches Together youth
worker project, St Mary’s jun-
ior church and the parish coun-
cil for churchyard repairs.
Smaller grants were made to
the infants school for library
materials, the Family Re-
source Centre, the Linton out
of school club, Linton Chil-
dren’s book festival, Linton
Activities and Care for the
Elderly, the Chestnut play-
group and the Music Society
for piano maintenance.

Applications are considered
once a year, normally in Febru-
ary. They may be submitted at
any time, but posters and infor-
mation regarding the 2007 call
for applications will be distrib-
uted in December.

We do request that all appli-
cants include information on
their current financial status
(for example a recent set of
annual accounts and an update
on the current situation). If
grants have been made previ-
ously, the trustees will want to
see that the funds have indeed
been used for the purpose for
which they were granted.

Most importantly, appli-
cants should make a specific
request (ie, how much will the
project cost and how much do
you request from the trust).

David Parry-Smith is
currently chairman of the
trustees and he can be con-
tacted on 894715 or by email
Anderson@parry-smith.co.uk

David Parry-Smith

The Anderson trust, a short history

THE annual Flower Festival
and fete this year takes place
from Friday 9th to Sunday 11th

June. The magnificent floral
displays in St Mary’s church
can be viewed throughout the
weekend, in addition to which
there will be craft and gift
stalls in the infant school and,
on Saturday, fun for all the
family in the playing fields,
including a bouncy castle,
‘train’ rides, a human fruit
machine and the mighty tug of
war contest – beer tent avail-
able for those who need reviv-
ing!

By popular demand from
Linton’s intrepid teddy bears,
they will once again be in-
vited to parachute from the
church tower on the Saturday
afternoon.

Students from Linton Vil-
lage College will perform in a
concert in the church on Sun-
day afternoon, and teas will be
available in the infant school.
The traditional duck race will
be held on the Granta, and the
festival will conclude with a
Songs of Praise service in St

Mary’s church in the evening.
A detailed timetable of

events will be published
nearer the time.

For more information
please contact:

John Wilson 891675

THE winners of the April
K-Club monthly draw
were:
  1st prize (£50)
Emma Simcock (No.406)
  2nd prize (£25)
Claire Whiffen (No.225)
  3rd prize (£10)
Jim Foster (No. 196)

Peter Dixon

K-club
April

winners

HOW is Linton IT Club progressing? Five years ago, helped
by a millennium grant award, a number of local volunteers

and information technology enthusiasts formed a group which
offered to introduce the world of computing to the elderly. At that
time, computers were a world of wonder to those who had left
school long before the technology arrived.

The club has met regularly in the Cathodeon Centre on
Tuesday evenings since then. During that time, more than 100
people have come either to find if a computer would be any help
to them or with problems they had with the programs they were
using or in learning to use a computer. Some were then advised
what equipment would meet their needs and went off and
bought it.

As the years passed the nature of the project changed more
from a club into a help clinic. The group of volunteers who made
the club possible in 2000 developed into a panel of advisers to
local residents who have IT problems and who have heard about
the club. That is how it is today. The volunteers receive no pay
and those who come for help are not charged.

Currently we are able to deal with problems on a one-to-one
basis where manpower is available, but we may start to operate
a booking system in the future. There are other exciting plans in
the pipeline. We would like to make contact with other computer
literate people in the village who would be willing to help others
when our services are not available. Please give me a call or e-
mail me on dijibee@tiscali.co.uk if you think you could help, or
drop into the Cathodeon Centre between 7-9pm on any Tuesday
evening.

Derek Birch 892607

Computing and need
help? Join the club

Dennis George, a member of the IT club, enjoys the
facilities at the library.

Picture by Mike Crofts

Going, going, gone:  under headmaster Rod Halls’ hammer will be two Virgin balloon flights

NEIL

CLAXTON

Professional Decorator

20 years experience
Interior & Exterior

Free Estimates

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724 073045

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered

Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

CHRIS FLETCHER
CARPENTRY & BUILDING MAINTENANCE

KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING, 

DOORS & WINDOWS REPLACED 

PATIOS & LANDSCAPING 

CONSERVATORIES

GARAGE CONVERSIONS

For information or quotation:

01223 897233

07775 538095

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821
e: chapelifa@aol.com

De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB1 6JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON,  CAMBRIDGE CB1 6HS
TEL: (01223)894225

We stock a selection of
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames •

Collectables • Toiletries •Greetings
Cards • Gift Wrap

Watch Batteries and Straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery Repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a
professional with 40 years experience

ASW
INSTALLATIONS

CALL
 Andrew on

07990 898389

Telephone

engineers

LINTON PAVING
COMPANY

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

BLOCK PAVING & GRAVEL
DRIVES, PATIOS, FENCING,
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL

PAINTING,
GENERAL REPAIRS.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

LOCAL, RELIABLE AND
 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: 01223 890060

07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com

The Engraving & 
Personalisation Specialists

Tel: 01223 897057
Email: info@megacreations.co.uk

www.megacreations.co.uk & www.petsatrest.co.uk

We are on the Grip Industrial Estate in Linton

Please ask for a free brochure!
Creators of unique personalised gifts and items ideal for:

Weddings, Birthdays, Retirements, Anniversaries, Christenings, 
Corporate Promotions, Identity, Awards, Plaques & much more!

Including: Glass and Crystal, Mirrors, Photo & Image Gifts, 
Signage, Clothing, Metal, Stone, Vinyl Application and more.

All personalised to your requirements

Reliable Local 
Builder

From
conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 890769
Mobile 07813 070369

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920
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ON the second Sunday of April the camera club headed to
the Cambridge Backs. Cambridge has a rich, diverse range

of subjects to offer the photographer.
It is a permanent theatre of life with impressive backdrops

from the tops of the spires down to the river Cam with a constant
stream of colourful characters entering stage left and stage right.
The punts as always are good entertainment, and Japanese
tourists took pictures of us taking pictures of them.

On Sunday 14th May we will be photographing the Oxfam
walk around the Linton area for Oxfam publicity, meeting at the
Coles Lane car park at 9am. There will be opportunities for
photography throughout the day, but we have a coffee break
organised between 11am and 12noon at the Dog and Duck.

For more information on this awayday, contact Mike Crofts
on 893619.

You can expect to find a warm welcome at the Camera Club
and new members are welcome to join us. For more information
on the club visit www.lintoncameraclub.org.uk or call Roger
Lapwood on 891104 or Tracey Wilson on 891988.

Maureen Williams

FROM “Just turf and a
tree please” to “Help, my
garden is a jungle” –

these are some of the diverse
approaches made to local man
Paul Orton to entice him to
transform people’s gardens.
Paul, who lives in the High
Street, has been a designer for
15 years, and in 2003 set up his
own company.

He shared his secrets with
gardening club members and
demonstrated his ideas from
concept to reality in several
gardens in Cambridge, all with
differing requirements.

These days, of course, he has
to incorporate the dreaded
wheelie bins into his designs as
well as make provision for dry-
ing the washing – a necessity
which always seemed to be miss-
ing from Ground Force gardens.

No doubt some of us will
take inspiration from Paul’s
proposals which follow Capa-

INTERNATIONAL players are set to gather for another concert
inHadstock’s ancient church. Building on the tremendous suc-
cess, both in terms of audience and standard, of our recent
concerts in conjunction with the Guildhall School of Music, the
Friends of St Botolph’s, Hadstock are pleased to announce
another special evening at 7.30pm on Saturday 20th May.

We will be welcoming the Da Capo string quartet, an interna-
tional ensemble of postgraduate students from the Guildhall
School made up of Ivana Cetkovic (violin), Hyun-Ae Lee (vio-
lin), Natasa Stanojevic (viola) and Carina Alberquerque (cello).
Ivana and Natasa are Serbian, Carina is Portuguese and Hyun-Ae
hails from South Korea.

The Da Capo quartet will be joined by a trio consisting of
Luisa Rosina on clarinet, Grace Mo on piano and Rebecca Knight
on cello. Visitors to our December concert will remember
Rebecca’s stunning performance. Luisa and Grace are student
fellows of the Guildhall School.

The programme will include works by Mendelssohn,
Beethoven and Brahms. As before tickets will be available on the
door, or in advance from Saffron Walden tourist information
01799 510444.

Sue Walker 891710

THE mother of two active tod-
dlers, Tracy Stressing, has been
transformed into a new person.
She has lost a whopping 70lb
(five stone) and she did it in
less than a year. She has gone
from a size 24 to a slimline 14.
Tracy said “ I have ditched the
grey elasticated leggings for
figure-hugging jeans.”

 It really has helped Tracy’s
life as she had been diagnosed
with diabetes before joining.
Losing weight has cured the
diabetes and with the help of
Body Magic, she is a lot fitter
and able to run after her tod-
dlers.

Activity is an important part
of Tracy’s life – she has now

The beauty of the daffodils on the Backs
Picture by John Young

Tourists frame the
photographers

Noble landscapes
by design

Small village - good music

VAL Tarrant, David Price and
Frank Dudbridge will be per-
forming a selection of songs,
duets and piano works at St

Botolph’s church, Hadstock at
3pm on Sunday 14th May. The
programme will consist of both
early and 20th century English
song, together with some

Songs in the afternoon
examples of French song and
German lieder. Admission to
the recital will be free – a retir-
ing collection will be taken on
behalf of  The Friends of St

Botolph’s.
For further information

please contact:
Val Tarrant 892734

How Slimming World
changed my life

ditched the car and walks eve-
rywhere. She said: “Slimming
World has inspired me so much
I am now a Slimming World
consultant.” She  has a group in
Linton which meets at the
Cathodeon Centre, every Mon-
day from 7pm. For more infor-
mation about this and her
Trumpington group, call Tracy
on 01763 247252.

Having been humiliated
through comments from work
colleagues, Tracy is adamant
that no one will ever feel
humiliated in her group. In fact,
what they can look forward to
is unlimited support, great fun
and a new future.

Tracy Stressing

bility Brown’s doctrine of  “con-
verting unpromising sites into
noble landscapes”, although
perhaps not quite on the same
scale! Paul’s easy-going man-
ner and obvious expertise con-
tributed to a very enjoyable
evening.

At our meeting on 9th May
the speaker will be Timothy
Clark from Netherhall Manor
in Soham who will speak on
historic garden plants, many of
which were on show when we
visited his garden last year.

The plant sale will take place
on the following Saturday (13th)
and we look forward to seeing
lots of people at both events.

The annual show schedules,
which contain the categories
for the photo competition will
be available at the plant sale at
3 Mill Lane, or please contact
Susan Anderson for a copy on
891623.

Gloria Fidler 891800

Getting ready: the Da Capo quartet pictured in rehearsal
Picture courtesy the Guildhall School of Music

IF you are interested in joining a thriving, friendly club, affiliated
to the Cambridgeshire Cricket Association and the Cambridge-
shire Youth Cricket Association, then please e-mail Hans Pinkard
with your contact details. For an informal chat come and see us
at the ground on any Saturday in the season which starts the first
weekend in May. There’s usually one of our two senior teams
playing at home.

For fixtures and lots more information please visit our website
on http://lintonvillage.play-cricket.com/

Hans Pinkard
lintonvillage.cricketclub@virgin.net

Linton cricket season starts here

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

Clean plates, Clean glasses, 
Clean prep. surfaces, Clean toilets

Economically, Purely, simply biologically
Many choices from a range of detergents -

degreasers - descalers - toilet rolls - 
kitchen rolls - powders and liquids. 

Daily deliveries- monthly accounts- c.o.d.  

P
O
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T
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T
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T

POINT CONTACT
AT THE GRIP

Cash and Collect
Telephone 01223 894000

For  

Hygiene products business to business

Cambridge 892263

16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎

Need a new garden?   Fed-up with the old one? 
Need more living space? 

Call Nick on

01440 785681 or 07731 772462

for free consultation/estimate

Qualified garden designer & horticulturalist

Affordable solutions from design to completion

Cornerstone

Community

Church

Meets at the

Cathodeon Centre

10.30am Sundays

Everyone welcome

www.lintoncornerstone.org

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling

Door / Window Replacement

Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening

Painting, Decorating

Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 

15 years industry experience.

Very reasonable rates.

Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson

(Home) 01223 893114 / 893896

(Mobile) 07963 854653

LINTON
VILLAGE
MOTORS

01223 830550
BOURNE BRIDGE ABINGTON CAMBRIDGE

(near COMFORT CAFE)

   • Authorised MOT centre • ALL MAKES serviced and repaired 
   • Competitive prices on tyres & exhausts
   • Collection and delivery arranged  •  FREE advice
   • Polite friendly staff  •  FREE use of courtesy car

A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE

CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT?

Tereza Votre
Jewellery

L i n t o n
A col lect ion of handmade 
jewellery & beadwork with 

precious and semi-precious 
stones is avai lable for 

viewing by appointment

Tel: 07979 594488
Email:  terezavb@terezavotre.co.uk

www.terezavotre.co.uk
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Meet the team...

Joanne and son Eric Charlotte Gill and son Henry

An arrival and a departure
THIS month, Meet the

Team looks at a new
arrival, a departure and our
youngest member.

Our newcomer is Gill Lee
who will be joining the team as
an occasional writer, helping
with articles and reports.

Gill, who grew up in Linton
and left to go to university, re-
turned about 18 months ago
with her husband and young
son Henry, who is two.

Before Henry was born,
Gill  worked in publishing and
design and marketing and
hopes to harness those skills
for the Linton News.

 Leaving us is Joanne
Scrace, who is moving with her

husband and son to Burwell,
near Newmarket. While she was
with the News, Joanne worked
as an assistant editor helping
with the writing and layout.

“I’ve really enjoyed my time
on the paper,” she said. “It was
great for a mother who has de-
cided not to work and gave me
something else to focus on apart
from my son.”

Joanne’s departure leaves us
with a vacancy for a sub-edi-
tor. The workload is not too
heavy but can be rather inten-
sive once a month near publi-
cation date. If you are inter-
ested, please contact editor
Wendy Foster (details on P8).

The  youngest member of

our team is 15-year-old Char-
lotte Westdijk, who is one of
our regular writers with her
monthly column, Charlotte’s
Chatroom. Charlotte is study-
ing for eight GCSE O-levels –
maths, English, science, art,
drama, history, business and
music – and still finds time to
write for the Linton News.

“I’ve met lots of journalists
and writers and they inspired me
to want to write too,” she said.
“I’m really enjoying writing
Charlotte’s Chatroom. Fortu-
nately, the Linton News is only
published once a month and that
suits me fine because it leaves
me plenty of time for studying.”

LNT

OUR local firefighters have at
last managed to attract two,
possibly three, new volunteers.
However, more recruits are still
needed, particularly for day-
time call-outs.  Please contact
Alan Baker at the fire station if
you can help.

The ladies’ day at the sta-
tion raised £252 for the Fire
Service benevolent fund and
leading firefighter Mark
Collins would like to thank
everyone who helped or made
a donation. Huge thanks also
go to the Co-op for donating
the refreshments.

The station is looking to hold
a craft fair in the near future, but
wants to find people to run stalls
before it plans the first one. For
details, please ring:

 Mark or Mags on 891896

LINTON Friends of Guiding, who help and support activi-
ties of Rainbows, Brownies and Guides throughout the
district, are holding a jumble sale in the Infant School at
2pm on Saturday 20th May. Jumble may be left at the school
from 10am-12noon, or phone 891715 or 891602 to
arrange collection. Donations for the raffle, tombola and
cake stall will also be gratefully accepted.

Good news!

Jumble sale to help our Guides

THIS month’s Music Society concert is at 7.30pm on Satur-
day 13th May in Linton Village College when the Haydn
Chamber Orchestra, with conductor Nicholas Collon and
pianist Dennis Lee, will perform Schumann’s Piano Con-
certo in A minor, Mendelssohn’s Fair Melusina and Haydn’s
Symphony No. 99 in Eb. The orchestra, formed in 1983 by
musicians living in Islington gives regular concerts in and
around North London and provides classical music of the
highest standard. Please contact 894460 or 897983.

Can you tell stories to children?

Bid to start ‘pet-sitting’ group

COULD you take a group of young children on a magical
adventure … without even leaving the library? If the answer
is yes, you could be the person we need to join Linton
Library’s existing team of volunteer storytellers. Whether
you have experience, however informal, of sharing the magic
of stories and rhymes with under-fives or you wish to know
more about it, please get in touch. If you are interested or
would like more information, contact librarian Anne
Worthington of the Cambridgeshire libraries children’s  team
on 718359.

A LINTON animal lover is hoping to start a ‘pet-sitting
circle’ in the village.  The aim is to attract a group of
people living locally who are prepared to feed each
other’s pets during holidays or weekend breaks, making
life a lot simpler and avoiding the ‘last resort’ option of
a kennels or cattery. If you are interested and want to
help, please call Anne Bradley on 891041.

Relax with Schumann and more

THE Tatty Bumpkin activity
group is coming to Linton,
offering an exciting new play-
time opportunity to young
children.

The yoga-inspired exercise
class for toddlers from 18
months and children up to six,
uses a unique Tatty Bumpkin
doll, stories and accessories.

There will be physical play
and story sessions which stimu-
late the child’s imagination and
develop confidence, balance
and flexibility.

The opening two ‘taster’
sessions, will be on 8th May in
Linton village hall. Parents and
carers who bring their children
are required to join in the ses-
sions which are run by trained
Tatty Bumpkin teacher
Shonagh Shipp. For more in-
formation and to book your
place, call:

Shonagh  01440 708809

Here’s Tatty
Bumpkin ...

THE Annual Fishing Match for the Dog and Duck
Trophy will take place at Home Farm Fishery, Little
Walden, on Sunday 2nd July. The draw for pegs will take
place in the car park at Little Walden at 8.30am on the
day of the match. Fishing will be from 9am-3pm and
cash prizes will be awarded. Entry forms are available
from the Dog and Duck; places are limited so you are
advised to book early. For details call Frank Sweeting
on 890276.

Fishing for prizes and a trophy
Knitting for Africa ... how you can help

NEWS IN BRIEF

THE Co-workers of Mother
Teresa have said that now they
are no longer able to send goods
to India , they have been using a
new outlet; a small charity called
Feed the Children, based in
Ruscombe, Berkshire.

This sends blankets, chil-
dren’s clothes, educational
materials  and food to African

countries where the need is great-
est; currently Liberia, Malawi,
Angola, Uganda and Kenya.

Over the past few months,
they have sent 10 large sacks of
knitted goods to Ruscombe for
onward transmission to Africa,
including a large quantity of knit-
ted blankets donated by the
Chalklands knitting group run

by Jean Whitby. They  meet on
the fourth Thursday of each
month in members’ homes. Do-
nations of wool, knitted items, 6-
inch squares, and good used
clothing for babies and children
up to four would be very wel-
come – bright colours preferred.
More information from:
 Maureen Harper: 891696.

ProClean 
 

Carpet Cleaning 

Mobile Valeting  

Upholstery Cleaning 

Contract Office Cleaning 

Cleaning of Patios & Paths  

TEL: 890433 

For a Local Professional & Friendly Service Stevens
solicitors

Quality Advice From Experienced Lawyers

25 High Street, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8AD

Tel: (01440) 762511   Fax: (01440) 703873

also at Thorn House, 11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1EH

Tel: 01799 526849 Fax: 01899 524799

• FITTED KITCHENS /
BEDROOMS /WARDROBES

• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS
• ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390
www.watkinsjoinery.freeserve.co.uk

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURANCE WORK

UNDERTAKEN

À

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 

deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation

(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden

Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Annette's

Beauty & Well Being
At The Bank House

37 High Street, Linton

Beauty with a different approach – Including an 

exquisite range of beautiful gifts + Gift Vouchers

Telephone – 01223 891900
Annette Jackson vtct iihht babtac & Reiki Master

Beauty and Holistic treatments for Ladies
British Association of Beauty Therapy & Cosmetology
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POT POURRI 17

LINTON News is expanding, and the editor has decided to build
a warehouse between Linton and Haverhill. The total distance
between the two on a straight road is 12 miles. Where should the
warehouse be located in order to minimise the distance travelled
by the delivery lorry if there are two deliveries to Linton and one
to Haverhill?

Solution  to No.16 – How much did they spend?
Manipulating the equations for the five people, p,q,r,s,t  gives

the total amount equals 30n; where n is a positive whole number.
As no one spent more than £30, n can only be 1.

Thus the equations required are p + q = 4n,  r = 5n,  s = 6n,
t = 15n.

Hence they paid £1, £3, £5, £6, £15 for their purchases.
Urania

Where to place the Linton News
distribution centre?

THE new babies have just started to arrive. Six bearded
dragons and an Elongated tortoise have hatched, a white-

collared lemur baby was born on Mothering Sunday, a Parma
wallaby joey has been seen leaving its mother’s pouch and three
Turkmenian eagle owls hatched three weeks ago but unfortu-
nately were washed out of their nest, so we have had to hand rear
them. All the other owls are on eggs, tiger cubs are expected any
day now, so too is another litter of lion cubs. Tanya the tapir is
expecting a calf in early May.

Other news is that Arnie our ginger tom is being featured in the
May issue Your Cat magazine and we are currently filming for a
BBC TV series  Animals 24/7, a 20-programme series due to be
screened in September. The programme is following the progress
of some of the zoo animals including the lemurs, toucans, tapirs,
Safina the lion cub and the tiger cubs when they are born.

Thanks to all of you who have delivered to us used stamps for
the conservation fund. We were especially excited to get a huge
carrier bag of well prepared stamps which included many old
ones. Keep them coming and thank you.

Here be dragons!

Can you spot them? Some of the newly hatched bearded
dragons blend in with the background

Pictures by Julian Edwards

THIS summer, take five
days to explore your skills

in dance, drama and music in a
musical theatre workshop
week. With the professional
team from SNAP! Creatives
you will discover new ways to
create and perform music thea-
tre and have lots of fun at the
same time!  You don’t need
any experience, just real en-
thusiasm and to be willing to
work hard.

The week will involve daily
classes in movement, drama,
voice training and ensemble

JASON Lai lives for badminton and the 12-year-old Linton lad
has recently had a magical meeting with his hero, the Chinese

No. 1 Lin Dan. Jason was so delighted by the meeting that he has
written his own account which has been posted on the Badminton
Central website. In the following abridged version, Jason tells his
story with all the heart-warming enthusiasm of a 12-year-old.

‘My sister, mum and I went to watch the 2006 All England
Open Championship in January in the National Indoor Arena in
Birmingham. Friday 20th was our first day – quarter-finals day;
I was very excited to watch Lin Dan, Chen Jin and lots more.

‘Lin Dan wasn’t aggressive enough in the first game against
Kenneth Jonassen which was 15-10, but then he smashed nearly
every point and won the second game 15-3.

‘Saturday 21st, semi-finals day; my family and I were walking
to a hotel to see my friend Dominic and we saw Lin Dan jogging
on the streets to warm up for his match against Lee Chong Wei.

‘We went to him and took pictures and I asked him to sign a
picture which I took of  him last year. Then for the first time I saw
him smiling.  We got inside the hotel and saw players from most
of the countries staying in that hotel.

‘During the matches, I was shouting for China and Lin Dan
really loud again. When Lin Dan was losing in the third game
against Lee Chong Wei, I shouted even louder so I lost my voice.
When he won, he took his black T-shirt off and went through to
talk to the coaches about the match.

‘Me and one of my friends sprinted as fast as we could into the
authorised area. We went up to Lin Dan and asked  for his T-shirt.
He just gave it to me!!

‘It was the shirt he actually wore,  it was very wet which made
it heavy. I was so happy that I couldn’t go to bed until half past
two in the morning. I thought it couldn’t get better, but it did!

‘Sunday 22nd, finals day; that morning, we saw Lin Dan
jogging again. This time he gave me a five. When we got inside
the arena and it was about to start, a member of the China team
came down and told us that one of the coaches had invited me to
go and join them on the players’ stand.

‘I went up the players’ stand and found out that Li Yong Bo
had invited me. I was shocked – the head coach of the best
badminton country wanted me to sit with him.

‘I chatted with some of the players and coaches; they were all
very polite and looked after me as well.

‘In the match between Lin Dan and Lee Hyun Il we were
cheering for him every point (especially me). When he slipped
and twisted his knee, we were very worried about him because he
couldn’t move, but when he gave Li Yong Bo a wave meaning
he’s all right, we weren’t as worried. After he won, we all went
down to clap when he came round doing the lap of honour. Li
Yong Bo told me that Lin Dan is going to give me the racket he
used. I was shocked again!

‘That night, we went to a Chinese restaurant called Tin Tin and
saw the whole China team. When we were going home, I went
over to say bye and thank you to LYB, Lin Dan and all the
players. They all said thank you and gave me fives! I can’t believe
all of this happened in just three days!! My dream really has come
true.”

Jason Lai, abridged by LNT

Lucky Jason has
his sporting

dream come true

SNAP! summer
academy

rehearsal.  You will have plenty
of time for socialising too and
on the Friday afternoon you
will have the opportunity to
enjoy giving a live perform-
ance of your work to your fam-
ily and friends.

This is a great opportunity
to build confidence and talent,
find out more about yourself
and make new friends. Work-
ing with a professional team of
directors, choreographers and
musicians will change your
view of you forever.

The week will run from
7th-11th August inclusive at
Sawston village college start-
ing at 8.30am and finishing at
5.30pm. Call Dan Schumann
(Arts Development Manager)
now on 712825 or  email
dschumann@sawstonvc.org
for your application pack.

Dan Schumann

Some of the students enjoying themselves last year
Picture courtesy of SNAP

Growing up: Safina poses for the camera

Kim Simmons 891308

CHIMNEY

SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01954 782284
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 

SILVERLINE TOOLS
Unit 2 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 
Cambridge, CB1 6XN

Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931
Fax: 01223 894122

M
cKenzie & Haywards

Garage

MHG

MOT by appointment 
while you wait.

Servicing, 
Collection & Delivery Service

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage

Units 3/4 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate

Linton, Cambridge, CB1 6XN
Tel: 01223 894140   
Fax: 01223 890035 

E-mail: murray@mckenzie-haywards.freeserve.co.uk

the NAME 
for property 
in the AREA
    is:
Kevin Henry

       estate agents

tel: 01799 513632
www.kevinhenry.co.uk

Kevin Henry in association with other independent

Estate Agents offers the BEST coverage in the AREA

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Mobile 07720986236 

Don’t delay call today

Bannold Supplies
Bannold Road, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9RB

Telephone 01223 860671 Fax 01223 565431
Brochure freephone line 0500 012231

www.banold.co.uk
Specialists in natural hard landscaping materials

F r e e
c u r t a i n  

l i n i n g  w i t h
e v e r y  o r d e r

Curtains made-to measure
Full Re-upholstery Service

Linton Road, Hadstock, Cambs

01223 890556

Linton Road,
Hadstock, Cambs

01223 890556

Brand new
 range of this

seasons fabrics
20% off

May sales
Over 200

new fabrics
Come in and let us

help you
Friendly service

easy parking



PLANNING APPLICATIONS

S/0500/06/F  Westbury Homes Ltd.,  Plot 1 Copperfields,
Linton. House (amended design to include conserva-
tory).

S/0520/06/F Mrs Devereaux,  27 Parsonage Way, Linton.
Conservatory.

S/0527/06/F  Mr & Mrs A Cox,  11 Joiners Road, Linton.
Extension.

S/0697/06/F  Mr & Mrs P Taylor,  98 Balsham Road, Linton.
Chimney.

S/0698/06/F  Mr & Mrs ºGriffiths,  57 Back Road, Linton.  Side
and rear extension.

S/0707/06/F M Hart,  90 Chalklands, Linton.  Dwelling.
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The Derbyshire
Post The Way We Were

by Garth Collard

Linton magistrates court and police station in Symonds Lane

ONCE Cambridgeshire had
established its own police

force in the early 1850s a deci-
sion was made to divide the
county into six police divi-
sions. The Linton division cov-
ered over 20 local parishes,
going as far afield as Sawston,
Ickleton and Weston Colville.
New police stations were built
in each of the divisions; the
Linton one cost £1,040.

Linton’s implementation of
this new system did not pro-
ceed as smoothly as expected.
In August 1855 the new build-
ings were severely damaged
by “idle and disorderly per-
sons”. Nevertheless the Linton
police station opened on time.
It was staffed by at least 10
police officers. There was a
superintendent in charge as-
sisted by an inspector, one or
two sergeants and eight con-
stables.

In 1900 there were only 72
policemen of all ranks in the
whole of the county (this fig-
ure did not include Cambridge
Town or the Isle of Ely). How-
ever, there was little crime and
all the Linton division cases

were brought to court within a
two to four week period. Swift
justice indeed compared with
the present day. The police sta-
tion in Symonds Lane finally
closed in 1958 when the new
Cambridge Road police station
was opened.

New magistrates courts to
try local offenders were at-
tached to each divisional po-
lice station from 1855. The
Linton court met every two
weeks on a Wednesday, and
the cases heard were reported

in the local press. Most were
concerned with poaching,
drunken assault, petty theft or
marital disputes.

Here are three cases from
the Cambridge newspaper ar-
chives which I thought would
interest our readers.

In 1857 Charles Whittaker,
a 30-year-old labourer was
found guilty of stealing 25lb
of brass from his employer in
West Wratting. He was sent
to the shire assizes and sen-
tenced to four years’ trans-

portation. In 1865 Robert
Swann, a Linton labourer,
brutally assaulted his mother
with a dung fork! The local
magistrates sentenced him to
three months hard labour to
be served in the prison at
Cambridge castle. Finally,
Eugene Stamp, a trainee pu-
pil teacher at the Linton
church school, threw a stone
from a footbridge at a passing
train. He lost his job and was
sent for trial at the assizes.
Since his offence was more
an act of stupidity than a
malicious crime, he was
treated very leniently, receiv-
ing only a 14-day jail term.

Reading through hundreds
of cases I was surprised to find
that juries often acquitted pris-
oners when the evidence was
contentious. Even important
local people sometimes lost the
cases they had brought against
poor working class defendants.

The English judicial system
seems to have operated reason-
ably fairly in the 19th and early
20th centuries. The Linton mag-
istrates court finally closed in
1979.

MR B, né Bracken, sniffed and shuffled his way among old
discarded newspapers and magazines; shiny sheets of sto-

ries, articles and adverts endlessly washed by the rains, carried by
the winds, trapped and entwined in dead wood and spring growth.
He trod cautiously amid horrific heaps of garbage; such is this
shameful collection of broken bottles, tins and plastic scattered
along Rivey Lane. It was just his manner, like so many of his kind,
curious, inquisitive and born opportunists rooting out something
with which to play. Though I have to say with the cruelty of
hindsight it was his innocent ignorance of the dangers that lay
among the rubbish that would eventually be his downfall. Seem-
ingly neither scared nor scarred by his pastime, he was certainly
not himself that day!

 We strolled onwards and upwards as we had done many times
before, heading for the tower, but this time his little grey face hung
lower than usual. Half way up the hill he stopped. His 15-year-old
stocky black body was barely supported by his thin stick legs. This
good old friend who had displayed years of boundless energy and
lust for life seemed frozen to the spot and for a moment appeared
unreal. The perpetual wagging black tail hung still for the first
time. Either he was sending me messages via the ether or I was
reading the solemn pleading look in his eyes, but he was saying
“Let’s go home, dad, I can’t make it to the top any more”.

“Come on old man,” I joked with superficial cheer and a whistle.
“Just once more for old times’ sake,” but he turned slowly without
looking back to waddle down the hill, knowing that I, as faithful to
him as he had been to me for so many years would follow. It was to
be our last walk together for old Mr B died a long three days later.

The other afternoon I walked the hill again, though grief
turned me homeward by half way. I thought if we ever met
again in our memories or live another life in our dreams I’d
hope to walk once more with Mr B, and make it to the tower.
You see, he had been there as my children had grown and flown
the nest, through tragedy and change, through love and joy.

Always happy and always there even after a long hard day’s
work. He never fetched my slippers but was the face that said
“This is home.” Never angry, never aggressive, indifferent to
my political or religious views and forever trusting and affec-
tionate. Our dog, our link with the wild. The one who licked my
wounds from an encounter with the roughness of our world.
The one that crept into my room while I slept, and snuggled
beside me in a time of loneliness. And he was the one that woke
me on the hour to feed many an abandoned creature.

Some time ago while  he was rolling about on the lawn I thought
I saw a flea upon his shiny black coat. A feat in itself as passing time
has taken its toll on both our eyesights. The next day I sat in the
lounge telling a friend of the discovery and of the treatment
obtained. One job, I went on to say, was to “ take out all of his
bedding from his large deep basket and either burn it or bin it”. Two
minutes later Mr B barged boisterously through the door dragging
his duvet, dumping it beside me. My friend was shocked by his
actions for it was as if old Mr B had understood every single word.
From that day on we would jokingly remind folks to speak with
care in front of the dog. Over the years he had accompanied me on
many an expedition in the course of writing the Linton Country
Diaries. I therefore thought it only right that  this month’s episode
be a tribute to him.

 I know many of you can relate to my sadness. Indeed, during
the course of painting pet portraits I have already shared your sense
of loss when your own beloved Mr and Mrs Bs have passed away.
My old boy had sniffed out many a rabbit and deer in his life yet
never injured one. He’d aided in pulling out branches, traffic cones
and rubbish that had threatened harm to other animals or to block
the Granta, and he once held in check an injured sparrowhawk for
20 minutes while I fetched help.

For your contribution to our community, we thank you. The
house seems quiet now but your very valuable life was not in vain.
Goodbye Mr B.

The former magistrates court in Symonds Lane
Picture by Garth Collard

THE new Granta School is now beginning to take its wave-like
shape, and will finally open its doors in September. Its new

principal is Lucie Calow and I have asked her to tell you something
about the work of the school and what we, in the village, have to
look forward to:

“I am sure that many of you will have been watching with
interest the new school go up – it is certainly an impressive
building, both inside and out. It is my intention to host some
community open days once it is completed and handed over to the
LEA, probably at the beginning of July. I will ensure that details are
available ahead of time and you will be most welcome to visit.

In writing this article I have tried to consider the questions I
think will be uppermost in most people’s minds. If I do not address
your particular question please do not hesitate to contact me on
717560.

Who is Granta school for?
Granta is an all age Area Special school. That means that pupils

can attend from the age of two to 19 but must have a Statement of
Educational Needs. The pupils at Granta will range in ability
academically, socially and physically. It is our aim to give all of
these young people an education which is tailored to meet their
individual needs. Some will conclude their time with us by gaining
qualifications and going on to college placements. Others will
follow a curriculum enriched by therapies. Granta also has a
responsibility to develop its role as a community resource, offering
special needs support to others who do not attend the school.

Why did the LEA want to build it?
Cambridgeshire works hard to facilitate effective inclusion for

the many students for whom this works but still recognises that
some pupils need the specialist environment of a special school in
order to thrive. The LEA is committed to providing the best possible
facilities for these young people. Four older special schools in
Cambridge south and city are closing and are being replaced by
two new schools, one of which is Granta.

What will it mean for the staff and pupils at Linton Village
College?

Having Granta on the same site will not affect pupil intake to
LVC in any way. Admissions to the two schools will remain
separate. What it does mean, however, is that disability awareness
will be a highlighted issue, contributing to personal and social
development and to the citizenship curriculum. Together we will
develop a professional partnership and explore opportunities for
collaborative work, inclusion and work experience placements.
LVC will benefit from the extensive planned new builds and the
attention that is focused on us as we lead the way in creating a
unique educational community.

What will it mean for other local people and schools?
Granta is opening with a commitment to developing as a com-

munity resource. In the immediate future we hope to be able to help
LVC with some room use during their planned new build. Granta
will bring into the locality a base for associated services to work
from and I very much look forward to becoming part of the strong
team of schools and headteachers who serve the Linton area.

My thanks to Caroline for giving me this opportunity to tell you
a little bit more about Granta and the pupils who will be attending
from this September.”

Lucie Callow

LINTON COUNTRY DIARY by Darryl Nantais

 Goodbye Mr B ... Darryl says farewell to Bracken

Our waiting list for placing
adverts is currently closed

Our advertising Manager is Judith Rouse
 Telephone or text 07749 198977

email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR
Can be put in the

Linton News Box in the Post Office
Editor: Wendy Foster, 11 Emsons Close

 Telephone or text  07821 610861
 email: lneditor@linton.info

THE LINTON N E W SN E W S
Next Publication Date 5th June 2006

DEADLINES for
ADVERTS Monday 15th May

NEWS ITEMS Friday 19th  May

For distribution queries please contact:
Kate France 891602

E L E C T R I C A L

Electrical Installations
Periodic Inspection Reports

Tel: 01223 893 497
Mobile: 07976 838 373

N.C. Bowden

BORDERS
GARDEN SERVICES

 For all your gardening and 

landscaping needs

Free quotes and advice available

Ben Mercer 01799 520044 or 

07890 645692

Tilly 2 Shoes
of

Steeple Bumpstead
Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 5pm

Beautiful shoes, bags & accessories

for that special occasion
Large selection of bridal shoes including dyeing service for bridesmaids etc.

Come and view the new Spring/Summer stock
01440 730506

www.tilly2shoes.co.uk

K.CLAXTON

Painter 
& Decorator

Interior & Exterior
Free

 
Estimates

Tel: (01223) 892190
Mobile: 07910149353

Linton Based

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly



SARAH CHAMBERLAIN

delivering worldwide

61a High Street, Linton

891740

your local florist

 

H A family run and owned business with roots
 that can be traced back 135 years.  The office in Sawston is run by 
local experienced staff who are successfully selling in Linton and 

surrounding villages. For expert advice on selling your village home 
call: Glenn Coombe on 01223 493420

H Our Mortgage Adviser has access to 1000s of great mortgage 
deals from 100s of lenders. For free impartial mortgage advice call:    

Phil Duff on 01223 569306
[your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage]

60 High Street, Sawston, Cambs CB2 4BG.
Tel: 01223 493420 Fax: 01223 493429

E-mail: sawston@russellres.co.uk   web: www.russellres.co.uk

RUSSELL RESIDENTIAL
Estate AgentsCharlie Saville

Builder &
Decorator
 Tel/Fax:             
 01799 513413

 mobile:            
 07721 372642

P T Carpentry &
Building Services
where quality is affordable

Loft conversions, 

renovations, extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms,

and all aspects of carpentry

Paul Turner

23 Rivey Way, Linton
Tel 01223 892174

Mob 07939 568767

 The Station House, Station Road

Morning, Afternoon, Lunch and 

Late Stay Sessions, 9am to 4pm 

during term time for children 

aged 2 to 5.

Pre-School sessions, to prepare 

for infant school. Holiday Clubs 

run during school holidays.

High staffing ratio, quality care.

  For further information ring:

  Marion:  897945 (school hours) 

  Jane:  503972 (at other times)

Little Hands 
Nursery School 
Linton

White Chimneys

Garden Design
Gardens individually 

designed to suit your 

lifestyle and tastes.

A new local business.  

Please see the website for 

introductory offers.

Judith Rawlinson 

BSc DipGD (InstGD)

Tel: 01223 897825

Email: Judithr2011@aol.com

www.whitechimneys-

design.co.uk

Linton
Computer
Services

PC Sales & Repairs,
Home Calls, Collection/Delivery,
PC Servicing, Upgrade Services
Office & Home Networking,
Data Recovery, Virus Help

Tel 01223 893006
Mob 07947 660810

www.lintoncs.co.uk
Email sales@lintoncs.co.uk

Local Ironing 
Service

Reasonable rates:
  • Charged per hour or per kilo
  • You decide
Collection & delivery available
Call Carolyn on:

  01223 891762

Fast friendly 
ironing service

A & T Groundworks Ltd
FRIENDLY SERVICE   LARGE & MINI DIGGERS FOR HIRE

Call Ashley on 01799-520298 - Mobile 07803745637

DRIV
ES &

PATIO
S

HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

HOUSE 

EXTENSIONS

PAINTING 

DECORATING

BED AND
BREAKFAST

at
THE OLD BAKERY
WEST WRATTING

CAMBRIDGE
CB1 5LU

Also cottage to rent for holidays,
weekends and short-term breaks.

(situated at West Wratting)
Sleeps six people

Tel: David or Carol
(01223) 290492
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Parish Council Matters is

written, edited and

published by the Parish

Council with the support of

the Linton News Team.

Parish Council  MattersParish Council  Matters

Your New Council Lineup
You may be aware that on 4th May local elections are due to take place, where you will

be voting for your line-up of parish councillors for the next four years,
I sorry to have to report that this will not be the case, as out of a parish population of some

4000 voters only 15 came forward to take on the task as volunteers  councillors for the
parish of Linton. Sadly we lost 4 councillors from the present 15 that is Mrs Sue Albrow,
Mr Roger Hickford, Mr Simon Alper have all left the council completely and Mr John
Batchelor who has left as a parish council but will still be the District and County
Councillor for Linton.

You Council line up will be as follows providing we all sign the papers correctly
Mrs Enid Bald, Symonds Lane
Mr Mike Clay, Dolphin Close
Ms Esther, Cornell Barley Way
Dr Brian Cox, High Street
Mr Mike Gee, Finchams Close
Mr Andrew Gore, Symonds Lane
Mr Bob Hammett, Back Road
Mrs Pam Kenyon, Dovehouse Close

Mr Graham Potter, Balsham Road
Dr Judy Rossiter, Horn Lane
Dr Val Urwin, High Street
Mr John Linsdell, Finchams Close
Mr Tony Krarup, Joiners Road.
Mr David White, Church Lane
Mr David Willlingham, Balsham Road

Darkness
Looms
Again

HAD YOU all heard enough
      about Street lamps or Pathway

lights as we have been informed they
should be called.

After missing the March meeting I
returned to find that the Council had agreed
to fund keeping 57 lamps switched on, this
week council received an email from the
District Council to say that County Council
will only fund 4 leaving the Parish to fund
those not being adopted by the County which
now means we have to fund 80 lamps at approx.
£35 each a total of £2800 we actually budgeted
a sum of £2000 if we decided or to be frank had
no option but to think of the Health & Safety of
those the council represents so would have to fund
them, it was not an easy decision, now we have the
final costs will have to find an extra £800 from
within our set budget the District Council gave us a
list bur we had problems of actually identifying
which lights if any could be switched off

We have also been informed that if we want to keep
our carpark off Coles Lane we are going to need to
fund that as well, the latest is that we will be able to
have a 99 year lease at a nominal rent but, now for the
hidden costs. We will be responsible for the ongoing
maintenance and rates, you will all have seen exactly
how much repair has been completed in recent years,
and what will the rates be, we have heard mentioned
£2000 but how accurate are figures we will have to wait
and see could we be in for another hit on our precept
figure.

What makes this worst, and I believe council are
unhappy with, is this is coming from the District council
who wants a precept figure by February of each year, we
were actually given notice at a point when we were setting
our precept for the coming year at our precept meeting in
November, since this subject first arose we have been
unable to determine exactly how much to set our parish
figure at.

One final observation is that due to the reports in the
Linton News the parish is very aware of what has been
happening with the District Council in their efforts to
balance their books as they have been capped, we haven’t
as parish councils are not capped, yet!

Them or us

Next time you think to yourself that
 “They should do this, that or the other”

ask yourself who are the anonymous “they”
On the 4th May you will find that the

candidates for Linton Parish Council have
been elected unopposed. You might think
this a good thing since it will have saved the
village the cost of an election but if you
think a bit harder you will realise that your
democratic rights have been eroded. If you
think harder still you might begin to wonder
why these unpaid volunteers should be cast
in the role of “they”, especially the “they”
who should do this, that or the other.

Four years ago eighteen candidates stood
for election and the clerk at the time said the
worst job she had was to tell a long serving
councillor that he had not been re-elected.
The positive aspect of this was that the
fifteen elected councillors felt a huge sense
of responsibility to the electors who both-
ered to vote - and especially to their col-
league who had been willing to serve but
received no mandate.

 Hence, the past four years have been
extremely active for the council and no one
can have felt that it wasn’t worth serving on
the Council because nothing ever gets done.
The Parish Plan gave the Council a mandate
to seek to improve the traffic regulation in
the village, to press for more affordable
housing with priority for Linton residents
and the soon to be erected pedestrian cross-

ing on the A1307.
 Sadly four members of the pro-active

Council have had to stand down in 2006 and
several others only agreed to stand again
(after many years of service) out of a great
sense of public responsibility, because it
was clearly going to be difficult to find
replacements. Despite the apparent lack of
interest and support from the parish, I am
sure Councillors will continue to do their
best for the village with the usual enthusi-
asm during the next four years.

The Parish Council are always delighted
to see members of the public at their meet-
ing so please continue to bring your prob-
lems and concerns to the Council but come
and ask; “How can we improve this?”, “How
can we get that done?” or “How can we help
with the other?”. The Parish Council will do
all it can to support and promote your views
and in the meantime it will continue with its
statutory business, after all, someone has
to!

 It looks like a good time to drop the
“them or us” and start talking about “we” -
all of us! Thank you to those who agreed,
when approached, to think about sitting on
the Council and even more thanks to the
four new volunteers did agree to stand for
election. We look forward to welcoming
them and as a result of their support Linton
may yet achieve Quality Parish status.

 Judy Rossiter



SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

Linton Community Sports Centre
 The FITNESS Suite
Whatever your fitness need, come &
see our new range of fitness equipment,
changing rooms & public-only entrance
Now open throughout the school day,
& open 52 weeks of the year!

NEW! Floodlit All Weather Football Pitch
For more information—call or email now!

 Tel: 01223 890248
E-mail: lintoncommunitysportscentre@hotmail.co.uk

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield Rise, Linton
Tel: 01223 892988

Quiet modern bungalow
Families welcome 

No Smoking

The Dog & Duck
63 High Street, Linton

Tel: 01223 891257
"The Dog & Duck Dining Experience"

AROUND THE GLOBE SUPPER EVENINGS

Monday 29th May

Australian Supper Evening

Dining for the daring - dishes include

Kangaroo, Crocodile & Yabbies!!

For more information and menus on our monthly supper evenings

from around the globe

Check our website www.dogandducklinton.co.uk 

Telephone 01223 891257 for brochure 

BO
O

K E
ARLY!

IMPROVE YOUR
SPANISH AT HOME

If you are interested in improving
your Spanish, contact:

Susan Hodges (01223) 891521
or: sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

*experienced teacher*
*lessons in your own home*

*free initial assessment/consultation*

Your local CORGI Gas installer – 25 Years Experience

For all your domestic Plumbing, Heating and Gas
Appliance Installation and Maintenance Requirements

Telephone: 01223 893686
Mobile:     07973 262776

e-mail: info@gascare.gb.com

website: www.gascare.gb.com

FreePhone 0800 1957845

Chippy’s
Fish & Chips

Fresh fish daily Cod fillet, Plaice fillet, Rock eel,
Skate wings, Haddock fillet.

Scampi, BBQ Chicken, Pukka Pies, Burgers, Chicken Nuggets,
Saveloys, Sausages. Mushy Peas, Curry Sauce.

Call us to place an order on 07821866602
Also at Balsham Wednesday Night 5.00- 7.30

Now in Linton
Every Thursday Tea

5.00 - 7.30
Outside of Linton Junior School Wheatsheaf Way
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Draft Minutes of the
meeting of LINTON PAR-
ISH COUNCIL held on
Thursday 6th April 2006

Present: G Potter – Chair,
Dr B Cox – Vice Chair, S
Alper, Mrs S Albrow Mrs E
Bald, J Batchelor, Ms E
Cornell, M Clay, Mrs P
Kenyon, Dr V Urwin, Dr J
Rossiter. Mrs S parry –
Clerk, Mrs K France – Press
and one member of the pub-
lic.

Apologies for absence
were received from Cllrs
Gore and Hammett
6 Reports from Co-
ordinators:
i) Open Spaces -M Clay  -

Nothing to report
ii) Recreation Ground  -

Mrs P Kenyon had pre-
viously circulated a re-
port. There was still
concern regarding the
damage being caused
by moles.

iii) Cemetery - M Gee re-
ported that very few
residents had bothered
to contact the office re-
garding ownership of
graves. Consequently
no action is being taken
at the moment regard-
ing this issue. It was
decided to post notices
on the cemetery railings
and gate asking again
for carers of graves to
contact the office. Clerk
to contact our insurers
to determine liability

iv) Rights of Way -
Dr J Rossiter - Noth-
ing to report

v) Venture Playground  -
B Hammett - Nothing
to report

 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilmin
vi) Leadwell Meadow -

Dr B D Cox - Nothing
to report

vii) Glebe Land - Dr J
Rossiter - Nothing to
report

viii)Churchyard - A Gore
- Cllr Cox reported that
a second quotation for
£4,560 had been re-
ceived to renew the rail-
ings on the eastern
boundary. The first
quotation of £1,800 had
suggested that all veg-
etation be removed
prior to the work being
carried out and this had
now been completed.
Cllr Cox felt that this
second quotation was
far too high. Solopark
had 6 panels virtually
identical to the ones re-
quired at a cost of £125
each and a gate which
could be modified to
extend the kissing gate.
Cllr Kenyon proposed
and it was agreed that
these be bought and
quotations sought for
installation. This will
be passed to finance
committee for ap-
proval.

Consideration of report
by Communications Work-
ing Party. Cllr Gee had previ-
ously circulated a report. He
reported that a quotation for
printing had been received
of £80 per 1000 of A3 size
copy. He envisaged that this
would be sent out quarterly.
A lengthy discussion took
place regarding the implica-
tions. Cllr Urwin was con-
cerned that this would incur
extra costs, a smaller distri-

bution area and fewer edi-
tions per year which would
result

For – 8 Against – 0 Ab-
stentions – 2 Proposal car-
ried

 There was also concern
regarding the condition,
space available and siting of
notice boards within the vil-
lage.

Cllr Gee also reported that
the website was in need of
updating. Cllr Alper pro-
posed that the working party
produce a specimen paper
design layout for the new
website showing the infor-
mation changes and how of-
ten they will occur, cost and
who will undertake this
work.

For – 8 Against – 0 Ab-
stentions – 2 Proposal car-
ried.

Stop Stansted Campaign
Does the Parish Council sup-
port this issue? This item
was deferred due to the ab-
sence of Councillor who had
requested this item to be
placed on the agenda.

Correspondence list – of
particular interest
D Willingham re Fairtrade –

proposed resolution
The following resolu-
tion was passed. That
Linton Parish Council
recognises the work of
the Fairtrade Founda-
tion in improving the
conditions of farmers
and communities in the
developing countries
and supports the princi-
ples promoted by
Fairtrade and will work
to become a Fairtrade
village. In doing so we

will work with the
Council’s suppliers,
contractors and within
the community to raise
awareness and encour-
age the promotion and
provision of Fairtrade
products.

C Foster letter re water
meadows - noted

Mr and Mrs Harvey-Barnes
letter re Granta Vale
footpaths. Clerk to con-
tact and ask them to
contact CCC.

SCDC response re lease of
Coles Lane car park I It
was agreed to await the
Cabinet decision on 13th

April.
T Purser – letter re dogs on

LINTON PARISH
COUNCIL

Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton,
Cambridge, CB1 6JS. Tel: C. 891001

www.lintonpc.org.uk
Clerk to the Council - Mrs Sue Parry

 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com
Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon, & 4–6pm,

Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon
Or by appointment

Parish Council dates for Full Council meetings:
First meeting of new Council May 18th, June 1st 15th

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre
and commence at 8pm

Finance 4 the Fearful
Cambridge CVS is offering free training in the basics of money management for charities and community

groups with an income of under £50,000. The training is aimed at Treasurers and anyone thinking of taking on
this role and will be held in locations around Cambridge and South Cambs at times to suit everyone. (You don’t
have to be a CCVS member to attend.)

Look out for details in your area, or else contact
Cambridge CVS on Cambridge 464696 or e mail  enquiries@cambridgecvs.org.uk

recreation ground -
noted.

SCDC – email re street lights
– decision required re-
garding adoption of 80
street lights. It was re-
luctantly agreed to
adopt all 80 lights. A
letter of complaint will
be sent to the portfolio
holder Cllr Daphne
Spink.

Section 106 Agreement –
Phase 2, Paynes Meadow –
3 copies were signed by
Cllrs Cox and Potter.

Matters arising from the
Minutes of 16th March not
already listed

Cllr Batchelor confirmed
that dogs attacking dogs is a

matter for the police.
Reports from Councillors

(for information only)
Cllr Cox reported that the

church pavilion will not go
ahead as the Diocese are of-
fering the lease with only 3
months notice.

Cllr Urwin reported that
she had asked for clarifica-
tion to confirm exactly what
landscaping work had been
done to the bank in Coles
Lane.

There will be no election
as we have only just reached
the full quota of fifteen
councillors.

The meeting closed at
21.50

Landscaping work being carried out in Coles lane

Picture by Linton parish clerk

FREE finance training for Charities and
Community Groups is coming to a

community centre near you!


