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FRED Langford of Joiners Road was among the first people to 
shake hands with the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge when 

they visited the city for the first time. Winner of the unsung hero 
award, one of the Cambridge News community awards, Fred was 
invited to the Guildhall reception on  28th November. 

“The duke asked what I had done to get the award and I ex-
plained about the transport service I had organized,” said Fred, 
adding that the duke was surprised how quickly the scheme had 
grown and said, “Well done.” Fred continued, “I also spoke to 
the Duchess. They were both absolutely delightful and easy to 
talk to. I was very fortunate to have the opportunity. It was a 
lovely morning.” 

Loughton to Linton to be near their two daughters. 
In 2003 Fred was invited to start the charity Ely Soham Dial-

a-Ride, with a remit from the trustees to organise a transport 
system for disabled, frail or isolated people who could not use 
the main bus service.

With a sound business plan, the charity won grants from the 
Countryside Agency and the Lottery Fund totalling £300,000 
to start a minibus service. Fred recruited staff, found premises, 
purchased the first 16-seater vehicle, worked out the costs and 
set the fares. Over a nine year period the charity grew to serve 
over 700 members with a turnover of £550,000 per year with13 
minibuses.

Picture supplied by the Cambridge News

A Happy New Year to all our readers

A royal appointment for Fred

Too good for jumble ...
THE following are available for offers: Nordic Track 7000 
ski practice machine, a new Homebase shower enclosure 
corner fitting 710cm x 1900cm and 750cm x 1900 cm pan-
els, 24 bottle wooden wine-rack 18in x 26in and a Graco 
baby buggy in excellent condition,.  

The silver teaspoon raised £2 for Linton Brownies 
and the BT answerphone raised £10 for Linton Guides 
and two bathroom strip lights with shaver points raised 
£5 for AgeUK.

To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit 
a charity, please phone Kate France 891602 or email 
kfrance@profsoundconsult.com.

NB: The donor chooses the charity to receive the 
money. 

Pictured below are many of the volunteers, some were too shy to supply their 
pictures, who produce and deliver the Linton News

Fred, standing in the line-up which met the Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge

Fred was the winner of 
unsung hero award, one of 
nine Cambridge News com-
munity awards for 2012. 
He said the other eight 
category winners had done 
some amazing things in their 
communities. In addition 
to the Guildhall reception 
Fred was presented with a 
trophy and enjoyed a meal 
at Alimentum, sponsored by 
Luminus. 

Aged 54, when he was 
made redundant from his 
job managing sugar tank-
ers, Fred and his wife, 
Sandy, decided to move from  

In addition to taking passen-
gers to the shops, hospital and 
dentists, to utilize the vehicles’ 
spare capacity and provide a 
stable income, the service was 
gradually expanded to provide 
transport to charities and so-
cial housing groups, and won 
council contracts to transport 
children to special schools and 
adults to day centres. Eventu-
ally the charity even organized 
holidays for members.

Presentation of the award 
coincided with Fred’s retire-
ment from the charity and was, 
he said, “the perfect finish.” 

LNT

CAMTAD hearing help
at

The Health Centre
19th January 

9.30am to 12 noon
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TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Established 1991

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

CB21 4UQ

Monday Closed
Tuesday 9:00am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8:30pm
Thursday 9:00am - 6pm
Friday  9:00am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3pm

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl, Nicola and Sue welcome you to

Late evening ‘tiL 8:30pm

Wednesday 

Traditional Hot towel wet shave 
no need to book an appointment.

Special rates for senior citizens Tuesday - Friday only

Satchell 
Electronics

TV / HI-FI / DVD /
CAR AUDIO ENGINEERS

including DECODING
3 WESTMOOR AVENUE, 

SAWSTON,
CAMBRIDGE, 

CB22 3BU
TEL: 01223 971135 

MOBILE: 07989 313971
www.satchellelectronics.co.uk

BROOKLANDS CAR COMPANY
C A M B R I D G E

LONGSTANTON, CAMBRIDGE CB24 3DW
Tel: 01223 893989 | www.brooklandscarcompany.co.uk

DRIVE SOMETHING SPECIAL
PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR A ONE-TO-ONE

FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE:

Now in associationwith newmarque.co.uk

brooklands_cars:Layout 1 3/10/12 11:53 Page 1

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866

Clive Westlake
Mobile: 
07900492127

Westlakes
Painting & decorating 
exterior and interior

AFTER roping in four volunteers to make wreaths 
at the gardening club’s last Christmas meeting, this 
year we went one step further. The entire club was 
guided through the steps needed to make some 
really beautiful yet surprisingly simple to make 
decorations. 

There was much mirth and chatter as we enjoyed 
the chance to be creative over a glass of mulled wine and a mince 
pie. Gorgeous tree decorations and paper flower arrangements 
abounded which were sure to brighten many a home in Linton 
over the coming weeks. Thanks to Wendy Foster for organising 
the evening and the committee guinea pigs for testing the designs 
and instructions beforehand.

The New Year can be a time when things feel a little flat, so 
why not join the club on 8th January as we soar upwards with 
Vertical Gardening, a wonderful change of focus brought to us 
by Hilary Thomas. The meeting starts at 7.30pm in the village 
hall and you are warmly invited to join us. 

Kirsten Newble, 892425, lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk

LINTON zoo was congrat-
ulated by the zoo world 
following a prestigious 
awards ceremony held 
at West Midland Safari 
Park.  

The zoo was commend-
ed in recognition for its 
ground-breaking work on 

the best use of plants in a landscape feature/display for the 
lion paradise – a habitat within a habitat. 

The awards were presented by Bill Wiggin, MP, during 
the ceremony at West Midland Safari Park in Worcester-
shire. As always the winning projects were selected against 
very strict criteria. The assessors included external experts, 
as well as professionals from within the zoo community. 

“We are thrilled to receive this top honour from British 
and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA, a 
conservation education and scientific wildlife charity). 

This award particularly highlights our efforts in pre-
serving and supporting native plants and wildlife, whilst 
providing the main residents an enriched three dimensional 
space in which to live. It also encourages natural behaviour 
while maintaining our high levels of animal welfare.” said 
Kim Simmons, Zoo Director.

Held annually for over a decade, the BIAZA awards rec-
ognise outstanding contributions and achievements in the 
fields of wildlife conservation, advances in animal welfare 
and husbandry, marketing, PR, education, research and 
enclosure design.

Kim Simmons, Linton zoo, 891308 
or email lintonzoo@hotmail.co.uk

THE recent Granta School 
Christmas Fair raised just over 
£1,300. All proceeds will be 
used to provide the pupils of the 
school with equipment and ac-
tivities which otherwise would 
not be available to them from 
the school budget alone. 

The afternoon also saw the 
presentation of a cheque for a 
donation of £300 to the Friends 
of Granta school from represen-
tatives of the Saffron Walden 
Charity Dart League to whom 
the Friends are very grateful for 

THE half-term leading to Christmas at Linton CE Infant 
school was as busy and as exciting as ever. However by the time 
you read this it will be all done and dusted…if I could see into 
the future I would hope to report that the Christmas production 
was a bleating success (Baa, Baa Bethlehem) and all the children 
enjoyed the delicious Christmas lunch, as did some of our local 
senior citizens.  

You may have heard that in November we had a Church School 
Inspection and I am delighted to report that the school was judged 
outstanding in all categories. This outcome is recognition of the 
superb work that goes on in the school and all of the support we 
receive from the community and those connected with us. One of 
the established strengths was noted as the highly effective partner-
ship between the school, the church and the local community. A 
church inspection focuses on far more than academic attainment, 
which in comparison is easy to measure, so we were delighted 
that our strengths were easy for the inspector to see. A copy of the 
report is on our website for you to look at in more detail.

As we head into 2013 we look forward to more excitement 
as our new learning theme is Have you seen Elvis? The children 
will be travelling back in time looking at the different decades 
from 1950-present day.  If you have any artefacts including cloth-
ing you could loan us we would very much appreciate it. Please 
contact the school office on 891421. 

Don’t forget our open school from 9.30am to10.30am on 10th 
January if you have a child who is due to start in September 2013. 
Why not come and see what we have to offer.

Louise Clark, Head of Linton CE Infants school

FOLLOWING the children’s assembly theme this term of It’s 
Good to Have Goals, the PTFA at Linton Heights thought it would 
be beneficial for us to set our own clear goals for the year ahead. 
We have devised a plan, making this the year for Linton Heights 
to engage with the local community, culminating in a traditional 
Old English Summer Fete on the 12th July 2013. 

Between now and then we are working very hard to put together 
a programme of events that will encourage the children and staff 
here at Linton Heights to work together at school, home and in 
the village community. 

There are lots of exciting projects coming up. We have a 
sponsored silence, cake sales, discos, movie nights, quiz nights 
and our new look summer fete. 

You will see from our picture that we have begun by creating a 
school tea towel, here modelled by two members from each class. 
The children also designed their own Christmas cards which were 
very festive and colourful. 

These events, whilst raising funds to improve the children’s 
learning environment, will also give us the opportunity to reach 
out to those of you who do not have children attending the school 
to see how we work. 

Jen Malone, Headteacher, has told us: “I am so grateful to our 
wonderful PTFA committee members. Their energy and enthusi-
asm knows no bounds!”

Linette Manns and Rebecca McKenzie, 
Co-chair Linton Heights Junior School PTFA

It’s good to have 
goals

Picture supplied by the school

Pupils very proudly showing off the 
school tea towel

Update from the 
Infant school

their support. As a result of such 
donations and fundraising all 
children are to receive a small 
Christmas gift and will enjoy 
a Christmas treat, either a trip 
out or a visit in school from 
the Laughter Specialists. The 
school Boccia team has also 
been provided with the remain-
ing funding needed for a ramp 
which will enable wheelchair 
users to participate in the sport 
more easily.

      Annette Leeman, Chair,
   Friends of Granta School

Successful Christmas fair for 
Granta school

Festive flowers that 
don’t wilt

Above, the lions 
having a roll in the 
newly completed 

enclosure and below, 
several months later, 

only just visible as 
the plants provide a 

lion paradise

Linton zoo honoured in 
BIAZA Awards

For All Alterations to
LADIES’ or

GENTLEMEN’S
CLOTHING

Ring HEMLINE
       Tel: 01223 891034✁

IMPROVE YOUR 
SPANISH AT HOME

*experienced teacher*
*lessons in your own home*

*free initial assessment/consultation*

If you are interested in improving 
your Spanish contact:

Susan Hodges (01223) 891521
or sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

Pictures suppled by 
Linton Zoo

Michael Crawley
Car Sales

Air-con regas service 
available.

Reliable used cars at www.
michaelcrawleycarsales.

co.uk 
      Unit 4 

Hamlet Park
Hamlet Green Lane
Haverhill CB9 8QL 

tel.01440 706707
mob. 07836220658
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For entry in this list, ensure that your event is written 
into the diary in the Post Office, failure to do so could 

mean non-entry to the diary here.
Please refrain from putting commercial/business  dates into 
the Linton diary, these will not appear in the Linton News. 

Only dates for clubs and groups will go in.
You may also send an email with your event details to diary@

linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info.
Call 971797 for an audio version of the Linton News

Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.

LINTON DIARY

January 2013

Readers write...

WEEKLY
Conkers childrens centre, 9am-12noon, Mon-Thurs call 07768 008919 CC
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays VH
Chestnut baby/toddler group, 9.30-11.30am Mondays term time      CC
Linton Granta football bingo, 7pm Mondays Pavilion
Linton theatre workshop, Mondays (call Joe 01440 703701)
WEA, Tuesdays, 10am, term-time VH
Scrabble club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays CP
Linton Granta toddlers, 9.30-11.30am Tuesdays LVC
Granta bridge club, 2pm Tuesdays VH
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays (893509) CC
Granta duplicate bridge club, 2-4pm Tuesdays VH
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays CC
Tots in tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays, term time only VH
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays VH
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays VH
Table tennis club, 7.30pm CP
Parents, carers and tots Mocha house, 9.15-10am Fridays CP
St Mary’s church choir, 7-8.30pm Fridays St Mary’s
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays   CC
For sports centre courses please call LVC sports centre on 890248

JANUARY
  1 No WI VH
  2 Reading Group, 8pm D&D
  5 NO Farmers’ market,  LVC
  3 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
  5 Friend’s of St Mary’s, mince pies and coffee, 11am VH
  7 Camera Club, 7.15pm CC
  8 VIP group, 2pm Chalklands
  8 Storytime, 2pm Library
  8 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
11 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
15 History society, 7.30pm VH
19 CAMTAD hearing help, 9.30am-12noon HC
17 Luncheon club, 12noon  Old Red Lion, Horseheath
22 Storytime, 2pm Library
25 Burns Night celebration, 7.15pm LVC
25 Fundraising Lecture 7.30pm Hildersham Church
26 LibDem jumble sale, 2pm VH

FEBRUARY
  2 Farmers’ market, 9am LVC
  5 Storytime, 2pm Library
  5 WI, 7.30pm VH
  6 Reading Group, 8pm D&D
  7 Luncheon club, 12noon  Old Red Lion, Horseheath
  7 ACE meeting with speaker, 12.30pm CP
  7 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
12 VIP group, 2pm Chalklands

 For Cathodeon Centre bookings contact Sue Mudge, 07765 
369266

KEY: CC Cathodeon centre, CP church pavilion, D&D Dog and 
Duck, HC health centre, LH Linton Heights school, LVC Linton 
village college, RG recreation ground, URC United Reform 
church, VH village hall
Library times: Mon closed; Tues 10am-5pm; Wed 4pm-7pm; 
Thurs 2pm-5pm; Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 10am-1pm. 

Linton refuse collection: 2nd, 14th & 28th January
Linton recycling collection: 8th & 21st  January 

Post and email addresses and deadline for letters on this page. 
All letters for publication must have a full name, address or 

phone number to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be 
edited. Opinions are not necessarily those of the Linton News.

Anonymous letters will NOT be published but names and  
addresses may be withheld if requested.

 ITEMS FOR ADVERTISING MANAGER
Limited space on waiting list for Linton businesses

Changes to ads can be sent to: Judith Rouse 
email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR 

Can be put in the Linton News Box in the Post Office
Editor: Wendy Foster email: lneditor@linton.info 

phone 891626

THE LINTON NEwS Next Publication 4th February 2013 
DEADLINES for ADVERTS Monday 11th January

NEwS ITEMS wednesday 13th January

For distribution queries contact: Kate France 891602
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MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

 









 
 
 
 
 

laurajaynenorman 
@hotmail.com

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross  DipPFS
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com
De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB21 4JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

Discreet Pest Prevention & Control

A J PEST CONTROL
FAST AND EFFECTIVE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC - AGRICULTURAL

 Wasps, Hornets &Flies   Bird Control
 Mice and Rats    Squirrels and Rabbits
 Fleas, Bed Bugs and Ants  Cockroaches

Based in Linton
Contact: 01223 530988 or 07855478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

National Pest Technicians Association

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage

MOT by appointment while you wait
Servicing, Collection & Delivery Service

Unit 3 & 4, Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambs
CB21 4XN

Tel  : 01223 894140
Fax : 01223 890035
mhgarage@btconnect.com

ALEXANDER SMITH 

GCC-Registered Chiropractor
MOBILE CHIROPRACTIC 

SERVICE

01223 967565
SOUTH CAMBS AREA 

(Based in Linton)
 Effective care in the comfort of your 
 home
  - Low back pain & sciatica
  - Neck pain & headaches
  - Muscle spasm/tension
  - Shoulder & Knee pain
  - Postural problems
www.alexandersmithchiropractor.co.uk

Dear Editor
Changes have been taking place in the centre of our village. The 
30 mph signs have gone to be replaced with 20 mph signs. Next 
time you go out have a look around, notice which streets have 
them. The 20 mph speed limit will make our village much safer, 
so please observe it. You will be helping mothers with pushchairs, 
people with shopping, children going and coming from school, 
cars pulling out from drives. The streets and pavements are nar-
row so going a bit more slowly will benefit everyone. It is a bit 
difficult with modern cars to drive at 20mph, it seems so painfully 
slow but let’s all make an effort to comply to make our village 
a better place in which to live. 
Jo Leggo by email

The WI’s Christmas party on Tuesday 4th December 
was well-supported and members were treated to 
an excellent cold buffet organised and prepared 
by the committee.

Three Linton members, who belong to the Federation Players, 
provided the evening’s entertainment and joining them was a most 
welcome visitor, the Cambridgeshire Federation Chairman, Jean 
Coxall, also a player. They kept the audience in stitches with two 
amusing sketches and a comical ode to a driver’s satnav, which 
turned out to be his wife and ended with the punchline “once in 
a while I wish I could turn the damn thing off”. In appreciation, 
they were each presented with a lovely poinsettia.

Thanks to the generosity of a long-serving member (as on count-
less occasions before), the crowning glory of the evening was a 
Christmas cake, much admired and enjoyed. She even baked an 
extra cake which was auctioned off at the end of the evening.

The next meeting will be on 5th February and Circle dancing 
will be the theme presented by Mrs Pat Welch. There will be no 
meeting in January.
     Sally Probets

NATIONAL tree week started well, with a community hedge 
planting morning at Paynes Meadow, part of a wider planting 
scheme that includes Chalklands. Tree planting has defined 
a play area for children, moving football onto the open space 
and a hedge has been planted along the path to prevent balls 
damaging cars and gardens. The gap in the ancient hedge to 
Rivey Lane has been closed by a fence, trees and hedges and 
the official, surfaced path has been improved. A safe, secure 
play area is being created, with planting to benefit wildlife and 
residents. 

Soon there will be more trees around Chalklands, as re-
quested by the Residents Association, to enhance the whole 
area.

Other hedging was planted to improve the border of Chalk-
lands with the Cemetery - again part of larger schemes - around 
Parsonage Way and along the A1307 (to help reduce the road 
noise). We made good use of our hedge packs!

Many thanks to residents and neighbours who helped with 
the planting, especially Susan Anderson, Linda Wright , Dar-
ryl Nantais and Roger Hickford who helped with planning 
and completing the scheme. Special thanks also to the Granta 
School, whose pupils braved awful weather to plant the Chalk-
lands hedge so well - something they can be proud of and put 
on their CV. Well done.

PS - What did it cost? Not a penny. Hedge packs came 
through The Woodland Trust, ground was prepared by Com-
munity Payback and the planting was done by village volun-
teers and the Granta School.

Enid Bald

Dear Editor
One afternoon I thought I smelt 
gas in one of the village lanes 
– but wasn’t really sure so de-
cided to call the Gas Emergency 
Service to check it out.

Sometime later I met a friend 
who lived nearby where I had 
been and asked if he had heard 
anything. He said he under-
stood the Emergency Service 
had found quite a serious gas 
leak and had turned off the gas 
supply to a neighbour’s house. 
I couldn’t help thinking how 

A NEW course of baby massage classes is starting at The Spotted 
Giraffe Cafe in The Grip, on the 10th January. The course consists 
of five 60-minute classes, run over consecutive weeks and is suit-
able for all babies from birth to crawling. 

There is a growing body of evidence to support the benefits 
of baby massage. It can help your baby feel loved, respected and 
valued, cry less, develop body awareness and co-ordination and 
provide relief from wind, constipation and teething discomfort. 
Baby massage can help you feel closer to your baby, interpret your 
baby’s behaviour, feel more relaxed, learn a life-long parenting 
skill, meet like-minded parents and share experiences.

For more information or to book a place, please visit www.
SocialLittleThings.co.uk or call Sophie on 07766 702307.

Sophie Phillips

Note the 20mph limit

National tree week

A Happy Christmas 
party

Gas leak
I would manage without heat 
at the start of these cold win-
ter days in December but the 
Emergency Service instruction 
is quite clear: 

Smell gas? 
Don’t turn electric switches 

on or off. Don’t smoke. Don’t 
use naked flames.

DO call NOW - Freephone 
0800 111 999. 

So I did.
Kate France, 
Emsons Close

Baby massage classes
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In your own time .....

Made to Measure

CAPRI BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated 

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
Blackout blinds in a range of 

colours always available
Tel: 01223 894020
www.capriblinds.co.uk

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

B Haylock
Wood Flooring 

&

Carpentry
Supply and installation

Free quotations

Home viewing 
of samples

Mob: 07734057520
Tel: 01223 890418

STEVE JACKSON LTD
All aspects of property maintenance

Aerial upgrades & installations 

Reliable & local service

Linton 01223 893896

Mobile 07963 854 653

stevejacksonltd@hotmail.co.uk

DACRE LONG
Local Painter and 

Decorator
66 Chalklands, Linton

Professional work to highest 
standard for over 15 years 

Trade and 
Private Customers

Free quotes with written 
specification 

Phone 01223 893176
or 07837513837
Discounts for

Senior Citizens

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

website: www.ajcopelandca.co.uk

Email: ajcopeland@compuserve.com

Reg No. 34107
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966

All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing
Boiler Service & Maintenance

Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

geoffnorby@tiscali.co.uk

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
  (01223) 892889 
or 07973294946

No job too small...

AFTER the ups and downs of 2012, the New Year promises 
to be as busy as ever for Chilford Hall. Plans are already 
underway to replace the historic barns which were tragically 
destroyed by fire in June. 

One of the most popular venues for weddings and confer-
ences in the Anglia region, they moved quickly to enable them 
to continue to host large functions and can easily accommodate 
over 200 guests in the marquee.

The status of the vineyard among wine growers in England 
was enhanced with an impressive array of trophies and med-
als during 2012, including the Wine of the Year trophy. The 
most recent harvest was hit hard by early frosts, followed by 
unusually heavy rains, but they are certain to continue their rise 
among the elite producers in future years.

Laura Caulton, press officer for the vineyard, said owner 
Fiona Alper and the entire team were greatly comforted after 
being inundated with offers of help and support from people 
and businesses across East Anglia following the events of last 
June. 

For information about future events, or to enquire about 
function facilities call 895600, or email events@chilfordhall.
co.uk

LNT

DID you hear the one about the girl who trained to be an optician but 
couldn’t see any future in it? Well, that’s Helen McCormick. 

Helen grew up in Haddenham and after gaining A levels in Art 
and Photography she got a job at Vision Express where she trained 
as a dispensing optician. She enjoyed working with people but 
always felt that there was life beyond the lens. On Millennium 
Eve on Parkers Piece she met Tom Martin who was already an 
artist and living in Linton. They married in 2002 and went to live 
in Newmarket where Helen worked in Boots optical department 
until little Isabelle was born in 2005. She then gave up work and 
when Isabelle was three the family went travelling to the USA, 
New Zealand, Australia and Hong Kong. 

After returning to England in 2009 Helen went to Anglia Ruskin 
University where she obtained a Fine Art degree. She had always 
loved origami, paper cutting, shapes and patterns and so began 
making paper sculptures. After starting with pointing light at the 
sculptures she had the idea of putting the light inside. All the 
sculptures are painstakingly cut by hand with a tiny knife. The 
cylinder pictured is 10m long and 1½m high and took about 20 
hours to cut. The results are truly breathtaking. Helen hopes to 
develop her art into a business but in the meantime spends her 
spare time visiting art galleries and teaching herself the mandolin. 
Her dream is to travel the world with her family and become a 
full-time artist. We hope her dream will come true.

Sarah Hurcum

Leading light in Linton

Helen and 
Isabelle 

with some 
of Helen’s 
sculptures

Picture 
by Tom 
Martin

New Year - new 
beginnings for Chilford Hall

MORE than 100 students from the class of 2012 returned to 
Linton village college in November to receive their GCSE cer-
tificates and Linton Honours awards.

There was an atmosphere of celebration at the annual presen-
tation evening as this year group had achieved the best results 
in LVC’s history, with 92 per cent of students gaining five A* 
to C grades. There was laughter, smiles, applause and a fair 
amount of embarrassment as each of the year 11 tutors spoke 
about the achievements and personalities of their tutor group, 
recalling fond memories of their five years at LVC.

Prizes were given to the best students in each subject and 
the Principal’s Award for Excellence went jointly to Fae Mead 
and Kieran Glasssmith for their conscientious approach to their 
studies and outstanding GCSE results.

The prizes were given out by Jeremy Sallis, presenter of 
the afternoon show on BBC Radio Cambridgeshire, who told 
the students they should aim high and achieve their dreams, 
whether it was to become a professional sportsperson, a suc-
cessful entrepreneur, a scientist or a radio presenter.

Jeremy Sallis returned to LVC the following morning to 
interview staff and students for a series of reports in which the 
college featured as his Feature School of the Week.
Tony Kelly, Cover and Communications Manager, LVC

891233  Ext 344, tony.kelly@lvc.org

Pupils receive their 
awards

Pictures by Tony Kelly

AS people get older the de-
mands on our services are 
slowly and steadily increasing 
and unfortunately one of our 
long-serving drivers has de-
cided to retire.

Consequently we badly need 
one or two more drivers to vol-
unteer. It involves giving a little 

of your spare time and only if 
and when it suits you.

If you are retired, or know of 
someone else who is, and would 
be willing to offer your services 
for a very good cause, please 
get in touch with me:
Bruce Conochie, 894460, or  by 
email at brucon@talktalknet

Helping hands

A NEW venture in Hadstock, 
Rural Magpie, is an online retail 
store newly set up and run by 
Karen Delamain, selling res-
cued treasure and hand-painted 
furniture pieces.

Rural Magpie offers an 
eclectic mix of fine quality one-
off pieces of preloved, modern 
and vintage finds from ceramics 
and glassware to hand-painted/
restored furniture as well as 
beautiful pieces of jewellery. 

It also showcases original 
hand-made gifts from talented 
local crafters and can be found 
at www.ruralmagpie.co.uk

For a number of years 
Karen worked in an accoun-
tant’s office and commuted 
into London. She gave up the 
commute and relocated to the 
beautiful countryside of Es-
sex/Cambridgeshire, with her 
partner James. Karen began 
refurbishing and modernising 
their home and now splits her 
time between Hadstock and 
Appleby in Cumbria where she 
seeks out interesting finds for 
her web site.

Introducing Rural Magpie
Karen said “I love decorat-

ing and transforming the home 
into an inviting place to live. On 
my travels I am constantly on 
the lookout for items to adorn 
the home, whether contempo-
rary, vintage, sparkly, crafty or 
just pretty. 

I have always liked the idea 
of owning a shop and I recently 
decided why not ‘just bite the 
bullet’ and set up a web site 
where I can share my finds. I 
also wanted to offer a local fur-
niture hand-painting service. In 
addition, I appreciate fabulous 
crafty things and the work that 
has gone into each item and I 
have invited local crafters to 
showcase their works on my 
site.”

Acupuncture and Massage in Linton
Some of the conditions acupuncture can help ...

• sports injury and tension
• back, knee, hip, shoulder and elbow pain, rheumatism
• fertility optimisation, IVF, pregnancy and menstrual
• headache and migraine, stress
• high blood pressure and circulation conditions
• anxiety and addictions

Peter White MBAcC, MSc, MBAcC.
Call: 01223 891145 for an appointment or free assessment
Email: enquiries@lintonhealth.co.uk



And Finally... Rural Magpie 
buys and sells craft items.

If you wish to sell your 
craft products on Rural Mag-
pie, please do get in touch 
with Karen on 894292/07803 
052918. Crafters must be lo-
cal within a 15 mile radius of 
Hadstock and be able to provide 
a photograph and description of 
their product(s).

Jeremy Sallis, a presenter for radio Cambridgeshire, 
presents the certificates and awards at the recent ceremony
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LEARNING DIFFICULTIES 
STUDY SKILLS TUTOR
I offer tutoring in practical 

learning skills and strategies
for Primary and 

Secondary school students
and adults

I am an experienced and
successful teacher at

Secondary / 6th form, with a
background in Psychology,
Research and teaching at

Cambridge University
Contact Sheila Bennett

Tel: 01223 890171

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered
Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890
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HAIR BY JO DENNY
Women | Men | Children

41 Linton High Street
(Behind North’s Bakery)

t: 01223 893 285

PLUMBLINE 
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER 
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE 
  
 
Call John on 
01223 893903 
Fully Qualified and Insured 

Including Property Maintenance 
Painting: Tiling: Plastering: Carpentry         

Friendly and Reliable Service No Job Too Small 

Supcik@talktalk.net 

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

Parcel contents and weight?
I AM sending seven parcels, each containing a box with 
several identical items. The boxes have negligible weight. 
The parcel weights are as follows: 10.90, 2.74, 8.17, 7.30, 
2.71, 5.44 and 3.63 kgms. What is the most probable weight 
and number of each item? 
Solution to 93 - How much water?
AS radioactivity level is one sixteenth of the original 
amount and with the 100 litres taken, the pond contained 
6,250,000 litres.

Urania

COULD you become one of our volunteers? Can you spare 
two or three hours a week to accompany and/or transport 
people to local groups and activities? Do you have a skill 
and would like to share it in a small group? Health for Life 
is a local community service that helps isolated or vulner-
able people re-engage in local clubs and activities. 
We are looking for new volunteers. Travel expenses are re-
imbursed. For more details, please call 811662 or visit www.
red2green.org or email: info@red2green.org Elizabeth Froy, 
Red2Green

It’s time for Scrabble 

Could you please help us?

POT POURRI 94

Quiz and chips ... and lots of fun 

Burns’ Night is here again
THE Friends of the LVC will be holding a Burns’ Night 
 celebration from 7.15pm-11.30pm on 25th January. There will 
be a traditional three-course meal (vegetarian option available) 
bar and Ceilidh. Tickets £17.50 each are available from the 
college reception (891233) or me.

Charlotte Foster, 890270

LINTON Infants’ PSA will be holding its much-awaited quiz 
and chips night on Friday 22nd February. Whether you are 
a football fanatic, a disco diva or like me, know a lot about 
nothing, come and join in with what is set to be another fun 
evening. Forms and tickets available from the infant school 
office. Time will be on the form. 

THE Linton Scrabble club meets from 10am-12 noon 
on alternate Tuesdays at St Mary’s pavilion. For more 
information, please call 07827 966796. The dates for the 
spring term are: 8th/22nd January, 5th/19th February and 
5th/19th March

Elizabeth Froy

Cocktails 
and 

canapés at 
the Windmill

Come to our coffee morning

ON Saturday 1st December, 
a crisp winter’s evening was 
warmed with Christmas 
cheer and an abundance of 
community spirit, at a fabu-
lous fundraising night at the 
Windmill on Long Lane. The 
evening was meticulously 
planned, from the charis-
matic venue, the live music 
and disco, to the delicious 
canapés and of course the 
colourful cocktails. 

However, the crowd it-
self turned out to be the 
secret ingredient, creating a 
wonderful relaxed, friendly 
atmosphere reminding us all 
what a fabulous community 
we are part of. 

So thank you to all who 
supported this fantastic 
evening, which has raised 
£1,000 (approx) to be shared 
equally between the two 
schools.

Many thanks, Linton 
Infants’ PSA and Linton 
Heights junior school.

Jaime webster Linton 
Infants’ PSA

jaimewebster@msn.com

Linton Country Diary by Darryl Nantais
Illustrated by Maureen Williams

Woody flies in with snow on his wings 
THERE’S nothing quite 
like the unexpected arrival 
of an old acquaintance, 
especially at six o’clock on 
a cold and frosty December 
morning. And so it was 
your light-sleeping author 
awoke to a tap-tap-tap on 
his bedroom window! 

Carefully easing the 
curtains open like a nosy 
neighbour to reveal the 
identity of this idiosyn-
cratic friend, who turned 
out to be Woody, the rather 
plump pigeon, Columba 
palumbus, who by good 
fortune avoided ending his 
days early with wild mush-
rooms and red wine!

“Here you go ol’ fellow” 
tossing out breadcrumbs, 
“so good to see you”. His 
cheery innocent eyes spar-

ing little of their habits 
made it all the more poi-
gnant when Maureen sug-
gested the subject for the 
diary. Well, ‘tis said that 
many wing their way here 
from Scandinavia but I’m 
convinced I’ve seen flocks 
the whole year through 
and listened to the chat-
chat-chat of their call. This 
sound is not unlike that of a 
grey squirrel.

Their diet is varied but I 
suspect they will be attract-
ed to this year’s fine crop 
of bright red hawthorn 
berries. 

However, just for the 
record on this morning of 
5th December, whether one 
regards them as friend or 
foe, the lands of Linton lay 
covered in snow. 

From 11am-12.30pm on Saturday 5th January in the 
village hall, Coles Lane, there will be a grand coffee 
morning.  Admission will be £4 to include mince pies, 
savouries and coffee or tea. Everyone is welcome. Raffle, 
books, bring and buy, cards, etc. All proceeds will go to 
the Friends of St Mary’s.

Margaret Clark, 892093

 AT the beginning of last month,  
more than 100 senior citizens 
from local villages were invited 
to the Village College for the 
annual Christmas party.

As always, the party, 
which ran from 10am-12 
noon, was planned and 
organised by year 9 students, 
who had raised funds to pay 
for food, drink and transport. 

Guests were collected by 
coach from Linton and the 
surrounding villages and 
taken to the college where 
they were served coffee, cake 
and mince pies by students 
and entertained with Christ-
mas music by the college 
wind band and choir.

Among the guests was 
Linton resident Pam Kenyon 
who taught domestic science 
at the college some years 
ago. 
Tony Kelly, LVC cover and 
communications manager 

891233  (ext 344)
Tony.Kelly@lvc.org

Students  serve up a party treat

Top: Former LVC teacher Pam Kenyon (inset), was a 
special guest at the party, while the hall is filled with senior 

citizens as they are entertained by students.
Pictures taken by Roger Lapwood

LINTON history society’s New Year talk will be on the 
Punch and Judy show with John Savil. We have all seen a 
show at some time, so this is a not-to-be missed talk. The 
meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 15th January 
in Linton village hall. There will be the monthly raffle and 
refreshments.  All are very welcome.

Andrew Westwood-Bate

History of Punch and Judy

kled, crumbling away any 
thoughts that our efforts to 
help such creatures when 
injured by the madness of 
man are in vain.

Yesterday, I watched 
from the river bridge a 
flock of birds going 
back and 
forth 

like 
the 
pendu-
lum 
of a 
clock. This 
took me back 
in time to 1963 when 
I was just eight but 
can remember clearly a 

conversation on our local 
farm. “Saw them fieldfares 
on yon’ meadow”. 
More like mis-
tle thrush. 
“How 

many?” 
in-
quired 

the boss 
Handful, 

said the hand. 
“Better you be 

wrong 
unless 
we’re 

d u e snow.” 
And snow it did.  

So watching this flock 
on a rather grisly day of 

turdus pilaris swooping 
here and there and know-

OR VISIT US!

LINTON HAND CAR WASH LTD.
WE KNOW HOW TO WASH AND PROTECT YOUR CAR!

WASHES FROM £5

FULL VALET FROM £35

OFFER ON WAXING!

HEAD LAMPS REGENERATION

AUTOSPA

AND MORE....

BOOK WITH US ON LINE

UNIT 1, LINTECH COURT, THE GRIP IE LINTON, CB21 4XN.

EVERY FRIDAY TUNING CAR WASH FOR 
ONLY £5 FROM 6PM-8PM

Contact us on: 01223892256
website: www.linton-hand-car-wash.co.uk
email: kamil@linton-hand-car-wash.co.uk

EVERY SUNDAY CUSTOMERS OF LINTON ZOO 
CAR WASH FOR ONLY £5 FROM 6PM-8PM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
8AM-6PM



Page 6 January 2013

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-

work, renewal of pitched or 
flat roofs

New guttering, 
repairs/unblocking

Free estimates before any 
work commenced

25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

The Derbyshire 
Post

S/1955/12/AD Miss Claire Paintin, (McKenzie & Haywards) 
Units 3 and 4,, Lintech Court, The Grip Industrial 
Estate. Signs on 2 fixed posts.

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
  * CRB Checked
  * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
  sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

The Way We Were
  by Garth Collard

Now open at 
61a High Street 

Linton, CB21 4HS
 Mary Fenner 

(Chiropodist Ltd)
MSSch MBchA 

Call in or visit our website
simplyfeetchiropody.co.uk

Tel: 01223 892602
Mob: 07976354346

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

 
Mobile:  0774 8627920

 
Local Ironing Service

Fast, friendly 
ironing service 
tailored to suit 

your needs.

Working overtime? Not enough 
hours in the day? Can’t face that 

stack of ironing?

Economical hourly rate.
Free collection/delivery available.

 Call Carolyn on 
 01223 891762
 07961 919374

carolynturner63@yahoo.co.uk

           
           
           
           
   






          







   

J. L. WIGHT 
Guild of Master                                       
Sweeps.

Qualified advice /  
Problems solved. 

    Certificates issued. 

  www.camsweep.co.uk 

01954 253315 
26, Cow Lane, Rampton 

CHIMNEY
SWEEP

•	 FITTED	KITCHENS	/
 BEDROOMS /WARDROBES
• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390 

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
INSURANCE WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

colin.watkins@keme.co.uk

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

• MOT testing 
• All makes of vehicles serviced
   and repaired 
• Tyres at competitive prices
• courtesy car provided
• Polite and friendly staff
  

LINTON VILLAGE MOTORS
(situated in Great Abington opposite Granta Park) 

www.lintonvillagemotors.co.uk

Tel: 01223 830550

Mon-Fri:  8.30am-5.30pm       Sat:  8.30am-12.30pm

Vehicle Valeting Call 01223 830450

BED AND 
 BREAKFAST

BAKERY COTTAGE  
WEST WRATTING 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5LU

also
Cottage and Converted 

Barn to rent for holidays, 
weekends and short breaks. 

sleeping 6 and 4 people
         Tel Carol on

01223 290492
07860 810689

I HAVE found, in recent years, that the popularity of Facebook 
has given rise to a new gossip phenomenon: people making up 
news stories about schools. Sometimes these are quite funny and 
absurd. Often they are just misinformed and occasionally the 
story can be both untrue and malicious. It is the 2012 version of 
Chinese whispers: a visit in school by a local bobby becomes an 
investigation of mass murder in a matter of minutes, once the 
social network sites get buzzing. 

A colleague of mine recently experienced a fire in his school. 
All children were quickly and safely removed from any danger 
and yet, through Facebook sources, news whipped around the 
community that two children had died in the incident. As I say, 
both untrue and malicious, causing huge and quite unnecessary 
concern. I would advise everyone to take anything they read of 
this kind with a very heavy pinch of salt.

How nice in this climate, therefore, that Radio Cambridgeshire 
is interested in true stories about schools. A week ago, Jeremy 
Sallis walked around the school holding his recording equipment 
to interview our staff, students and some of our parents too. We 
became Feature School of the Week on his afternoon show. On 
Monday he talked to Ruth Keys, our Librarian, Beth McNicol 
who teaches the Language Futures course using iPads, and some 
children making soup with Jenny Pullin. On Tuesday, Angela 
Cassidy, Assistant Principal, took part in a live debate about young 
people and Facebook. On Wednesday he caught up with Catering 
Manager Carol Perrett in the kitchen and played a request for the 
cooks. On Thursday I made a confession that I won’t repeat here 
and on Friday Tina Rice on the school run, spoke about how her 
daughters Emma and Hannah had experienced the school. We 
had great fun and, I am pleased to say, every word of what was 
reported was true!

Caroline Derbyshire, Principal

HOLY Trinity Church, Hilder-
sham is setting forth on an 
ambitious three pronged fund-
raising campaign to provide a 
much needed loo and kitchen 
facilities, the repair of two aisle 
roofs and the restoration of our 
late Victorian wall paintings, 
by Clayton and Bell, that in 
the words of Tobit Curteis, a 
world expert on wall paintings 
“The scheme of painted deco-
ration in the chancel of Holy 
Trinity Church is an unusually 
fine and complete example of 
church decoration of the late 19th 
century and is of considerable 
significance”.

The fundraising team is very 
pleased to announce the first of 
what is hoped to be an annual 
winter lecture series, starting at 
7.30pm on Friday 25th January 
at Hildersham church; where, 
for just £5 for an individual 
or £10 for a family ticket, you 

Holy Trinity church, Hildersham 
It’s our turn to appeal now

can listen to a wide range of 
speakers while enjoying your 
complimentary glass of wine. 
The first talk will by Andrew 
Westwood-Bate who will be 
telling the fascinating story 
of the 1912 War Manoeuvres 
across the local hilltops and 
villages, where aeroplanes 
and airships filled the skies for 
the first time and changed the 
face of warfare forever. All 
witnessed by King George V 
along with many other dignitar-
ies, and did the Kaiser actually 
come? or is this a local myth? 
Plus, how did Linton station 
cope with this huge influx of 
men, horses, guns and much 
more and what do you do with 
the horse manure from over 
5000 horses? Why not come 
along and find out.

Andrew Westwood-Bate 
892430, email 

a.westwoodbate@gmail.com

ON 10th May 1857, 100,000 
sepoys / Indian soldiers rebelled 
against the British administra-
tion, sparked off by rumours that 
the new Enfield rifle and car-
tridges were oiled by fat taken 
from cows and pigs, sacred to 
most Hindus and Moslems. The 
Indian mutiny became the big-
gest ever threat to the stability 
of the British Empire. 

Thirty thousand soldiers 
equipped with the new superior 
Enfield rifle were despatched 
from England. Amongst them 
was 31 year-old William Far-
rant of Linton, serving in the 
60th Rifles. British soldiers and 
civilians including many chil-
dren had been massacred in the 
larger garrisoned cities. Some 
of their bodies were mutilated 
and the remains thrown into 
wells. William was in the army 
that recaptured Delhi and the 

Linton soldier helps to save the Empire

Red Fort headquarters of the 
traitorous rajah. The soldiers 
shot and butchered the rebels. 
He took part in three pitched 
battles around Delhi and with 
his regiment stormed and en-
tered the Delhi fortress of the 

mutineers. 
By September 1857 the re-

bellion was over. The regiment 
returned to England where the 
victors were awarded a medal 
which William proudly dis-
played on his triumphant return 

to Linton where he was given 
a hero’s welcome. The victori-
ous soldiers paraded through 
most East Anglian towns and 
villages.

William lived with his wife 
and three children in the recent-
ly demolished flint cottages in 
the Cambridge Road. When he 
died in 1914 he was 88 years of 
age and his obituary appeared 
in the Cambridge papers stating 
that he held the Indian Mutiny 
medal for his bravery in the 
suppression of the Indian mu-
tineers. The Indians regarded 
the rebellion as their first war 
of independence.

William was the most out-
standing soldier in a village 
where soldiering had an illustri-
ous tradition from participation 
in conflicts from the Battle 
of Waterloo to those in the 
Crimean war.

Red Fort, Delhi, headquarters of the Rajah
Picture supplied by Garth Collard

STUDENTS at Linton village college took part in a competition to 
produce a sausage of the month for Waitrose in a year 9 Enterprise 
Challenge sponsored by local employer Dalehead Foods through 
their Business in the Community partnership with LVC. 

The challenge was to design a new pork sausage which could be 
produced by Dalehead Foods for sale in Waitrose stores. As well 
as creating a recipe and actually making their sausage, students 
had to complete various tasks including budgeting, product design 
and marketing materials. A team of experts from Waitrose and 
Dalehead Foods was on hand to film the event for the Waitrose 
YouTube channel and most important of all to taste the sausages 
and make the final decision.

 The winning team was Seasonal Sensations, consisting of 
Lauren Cole, Bethany Wrenn, Andrew Martin and Francesca 
Robb. Their January spiral ‘tear and share’ sausage was packed 
with healthy winter ingredients and seasonal root vegetables 
including pork, garlic, pepper, rosemary, thyme, leek, parsnip, 
carrot and water chestnuts. The judges were impressed with their 
presentation which included a packaging design paying tribute to 
the founders of Waitrose, Mr Waite and Mr Rose.

 The winners received Waitrose cookbooks and Dalehead 

Foods aprons and T-shirts. They were also invited to Dalehead 
Foods in February to see their sausage being made in a factory 
setting. Best of all, Waitrose are considering whether to market 
the product commercially, with a decision to be made in the new 
year. Look out for Seasonal Sensations tear and share sausage, 
coming soon to a supermarket near you.

Tony Kelly, Cover and Communications Manager, LVC
891233  Ext 344, tony.kelly@lvc.org

Founded in 1903, the WEA is 
the largest provider of Adult 
Education in the country.  The 
Eastern region began in 1913.

For our Spring 2013 course 
we welcome back Linton resi-
dent Rosemary Williams who 
is going to tell us all about the 
Life and Times of Bonnie Prince 
Charlie - Not just the ’45 but 
the entire life and times of the 
character. The 10 week course 
will start on Tuesday 8th Janu-
ary at 10am and will cost £45. 
As ever we will have a course 
visit and we look forward to you 

joining us in this centenary year 
of the local WEA.

The first meeting of the 
WEA regional committee will 
take place at Trinity College 
in March. There will be many 
celebrations over the year 
including a dayschool on Cam-
bridgeshire over the last 100 
years from 1913-2013 and to 
celebrate the link with Trinity 
College, course members for 
the spring term will be entered 
into a raffle.

Andrew Westwood-Bate, 
892430

Picture supplied 
by Tony Kelly

The winning 
team with their 
sausage

Linton and District WEA Group

The sausage that won the judges hearts



L.B. CABS
LINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Based in Linton
Airports

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  
 01223 890060
   07765 594398

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk













     




































































PJB 
Maintenance

No job too small
Ground work, Patios, 
Floor & Wall Tiling, 

Fencing, Roof repairs, 
Demolition

CPSC Licence
Free Estimates

Call Peter Belsom on
Mob: 07799 183308
 Tel: 01223 891273
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Council with the support 

of the Linton News Team.

Parish Council Matters

CHILFORD Hall is a private house, home to the Alper family. 
It is a mixture of a mid-Victorian and Edwardian farmhouse into 
which Sam Alper and his family moved during the mid ‘60s. 
He had already moved his infant Sprite caravan business to 
Newmarket in 1947, where it became the largest caravan manu-
facturing company in the world. He was later awarded an OBE 
for services to export.

When Sam Alper built the main extension to the farmhouse 
he decided he would make a dramatic break from the old and 
build a modern shuttered concrete extension which is now used 
to house the offices. Next came the family swimming pool using 
reclaimed materials, old stone and reclaimed tiles. This was the 
beginning of the unique reclamation scheme that can be seen all 
over Chilford Hall, years ahead of its time.

As you go along the drive towards the hall everyone is greeted 
by the lions, they came from Nonsuch Park near Epsom. The 
granite pillars opposite the office built into the wall came from 
the Embankment in London and were salvaged when the Thames 
Barrier London flood defences were built. Even a part of the 
former London Stock Exchange has found its way to Chilford 
Hall, in the form of beautiful pink marble flooring in the new 
wing above the offices.

At the heart of the Chilford Hall complex was the great hall 
which dated from 1820, pre-dating the farmhouse. The hall was 
originally used for its agricultural purpose, but occasionally straw 
bales would be brought in, a barbeque set up outside for a party, or 
a local club would hold a fund raising event. The gallery was built 
in 1971 to house a collection of vintage cars and traction engines 
and was converted to social use and an area for displaying prints 
from the Curwen Chilford Press which was formed in 1989.

A decision was taken in 1972 to plant vines and so began the 
vineyard. The winery building includes a timber-framed barn 
which formerly stood in Linton village; it was due for demolition 
to make room for the present health centre. Sam Alper rescued 
it and beam by beam, it was re-erected at Chilford Hall with 
attractive old brick infill and marble floor. The winery is where 
processing and fermentation takes place and it contains a selec-
tion of modern stainless steel equipment sourced from the wine 

Chilford Hall
 past, present and future

IN extreme weather, have you ever thought about the elderly 
people who live in your street? I expect many people will have. 
However, it is very easy to say: “I am sure someone else has 
called around and checked on them” and then guess what, no 
one calls!

In a severe power or telecommunications failure how would 
you know what was going on? No TV, no internet, no phone - who 
would communicate with you?

In the event of a major disaster, who would you ask for help? 
How could you offer to help?

Following the emergency planning meeting in October, the first 
action was to recruit road coordinators for all roads in the village 
and between 10-20 area coordinators. These coordinators would 
have an important role, in communicating and coordinating any 
action needed within their area.

We are therefore looking for people to volunteer for this role, 
please don’t leave it to others, this simple action will mean the vil-
lage will have a communication mechanism whatever it faces.

Please email the parish clerk on lintonpc@btconnect.com or 
ring 01223 891001 and register with your name and address and 
we will be in touch.

Cllr Esther Cornell

In an emergency 
... your community 

needs you!

producing countries of Europe. The wine is bottled and labelled 
on the premises and the red wine is left to mature in French oak 
barrels.

The vineyard continues to operate and flourish despite the 
devastating fire. The wet summer has led to a greatly reduced 
harvest but award winning wines continue to be produced. The 
Linton hall became part of the complex, a former farm workshop; 
this pre-dated the great hall by about 100 years.

One Monday morning, I went up to meet Glen Mejias, general 
manager at Chilford Hall, to find out how the future plans were 
developing. I was first struck by open space where the barns 
had once stood. Having attended many functions at Chilford, 
nothing had quite prepared me for the lasting impression of the 
total loss.

During my conversation with Glen he was very positive about 
the direction Chilford Hall will be taking in the future, without 
losing the ethos and tradition that Sam Alper had envisaged. 
He said it was time for Chilford to move forward and start an-
other chapter in the history of the estate. They are looking to the 
positives, and focussing on re-building a new venue using all 
the existing infrastructure to cater for the needs of all users, but 
possibly using the whole site in a new way. Glen explained the 
art heritage that they have at Chilford Hall is very important and 
any new design will incorporate this legacy.

In the short term they are commissioning a purpose built 
marquee to cater for 20 weddings, social and corporate events 
that have already confirmed for next year and another 30 possible 
bookings. The new marquee will be mainly glass which will take 
advantage of the lovely views. Glen explained that everyone at 
Chilford Hall is overwhelmed by the support from Linton village 
and the surrounding area. The fire has had an impact on staff and 
unfortunately some redundancies have been made, but the staff 
are a dedicated team and he attributes the success of Chilford 
Hall to all the staff past and present.  

Sam Alper always looked for the positives in any situation, 
and his boundless optimism and love of the arts created the broad 
range of facilities at the estate. Out of the ashes of the fire, it would 
be a fitting legacy to create a vibrant, forward looking range of 

facilities that meld the best of the old and the new and which meet 
the needs of the local community. The focus of all concerned with 
Chilford Hall is on achieving this objective, and I understand that 
any ideas that the local community has with regard to how the 
estate could be used would be most welcome.

Cllr Alison Walker

Wine fermentation tanks inside the winery at Chilford Hall vineyard 

Pictures taken by Alison Walker

Ornate reclaimed portico at entrance to the wine cellar at 
Chilford Hall

Picture taken by Alison Walker



Steve Webb
Painter

&

Decorator 
Over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

Montford Barn
Horseheath
Tel: 01223 893864
Mobile: 07772991373

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

Linton Complementary
Health Centre

2b Bartlow Road, Linton

• Acupuncture, Peter White; MSc, MBAcC 
• Massage, Peter White; MSc, Dip. Massage
• Shiatsu, Cindy Faulkner; BA, MRSS
• Chiropody, Sharon Bennett; M.Inst.Ch.P
• Counselling, Debbie Soar; NNEB,Dip.Couns

Telephone: 01223 891145
Web Site: www.lintonhealth.co.uk

N. CLAXTON
Painting & Decorating

and 
Property Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 e-mail:

n.claxton925@btinternet.com

The Crown Inn, Linton 
presents     Open all day for food 

    at the weekend. 
Check out our website for 

our a la carte lunchtime menu 
Sunday lunch Menu and 
our famous pudding club

Monday fish night, 
Tuesday steak night, 
Thursday curry night

www.crownatlinton.co.uk
11, High Street, Linton, Cambs   Tel 01223 891759

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894225

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap
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LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 

Clerk to the council – Mrs Sue Parry 
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk
Office hours: Monday 9am–12noon and 
4–5.30pm, Tuesday–Friday 9am–12noon 

Or by appointment 
Dates for full council meetings:

3rd and 17th January, 7th and 21st February 2013
All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre 

commencing at 8pm

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council held 
at the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 22nd November 2012.

Present: R Hickford (chairman and district councillor), Mrs 
E Bald (vice chairman), D Champion, Ms E Cornell, Dr B Cox, 
Mrs S Dew, Ms T Hunt, B Manley, P Poulter, Mrs A Walker, Mrs 
J Wilson and Mrs S Parry (clerk). Mrs K France (press) was also 
in attendance with two members of the public.

Apologies for absence: Councillors Mannassi, Penfold, Potter 
and Wakley. County councillor Batchelor and district councillor 
Bear.

Chairman’s comments: The chairman reported the follow-
ing: The posts for the 20mph signs had been erected that day 
and the signage would be installed in the following week; this 
years Remembrance service had been very good and he urged 
more councillors to attend in the future; an application for a 
grant to clean and refurbish the war memorial had been sent to 
the South Cambridgeshire district council (SCDC) conservation 
department; a service to celebrate the Beacon Trust and Barry 
Easton as the dedicated youth worker had been held, Barry is to 
be invited to a parish council meeting to talk about youth work; 
Sir Graham Bright had been elected as our police and crime com-
missioner; there were new tenants in the Dog and Duck public 
house, Greene King had been reminded to advise this council if 
there were any further problems and they were also reminded 
that the parish council would consider formally applying to take 
it over as a community asset if it continued to fail.

Public participation: Mrs France commented that the cem-
etery was looking very good and those responsible should be 
congratulated.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
1st November: Under the pavilion item, Cllr Manley reported 
that he had attended a funding fair to aid with grant funding for 
the pavilion. A grant for £10,000 had been applied for from the 

Football Association and applications to the Football Foundation 
Stadia Improvement fund and SCDC were in progress.

Under the LIPCOMS (communications) item, Cllr Poulter had 
issued a report. It was agreed that Cllr Poulter seek quotations 
with a maximum budget of £10k and report back to council.

Written report from the county councillor. Noted.
Written reports from the district councillors. These were 

noted. Cllr Hickford also reported that there was a possibility 
of cuts to funding from SCDC for the arts development post at 
Linton village college. This had been a yearly renewable partner-
ship between SCDC and colleges since 2009 and in 2011 colleges 
were advised of impending cuts.

Consideration of the re-appointment of internal auditor: 
Cllr Cornell proposed that Dr Williamson be re-appointed as 
internal auditor. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Poulter and 
resolved by the meeting.

Occupancy agreement between Linton parish council and 
Linton action for youth: Cllr Hunt proposed that the lease be 
signed. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Manley and resolved 
by the meeting. The chairman signed the lease.

Allotment association report: The allotment association (AA) 
had issued a report stating that their preferred site for allotments 
was SHLAA ref site 032, land adjacent to Lonsdale. Mr Revans, 
on behalf of the AA, explained that this site had been chosen with 
specific criteria in mind which included proximity to the village 
and with good pedestrian and vehicle access.

A letter had been received from Hildersham parish council 
offering a parcel of land in Hildersham for use as allotments. The 
two members of the association who were present were asked to 
relay the allotment association’s thoughts on the land on offer as 
soon as possible and report back to council. If the AA precluded 
this land (as it did not fit their criteria) then it was suggested 
that council should investigate the possibility of utilising it as 
recreational land and/or sports fields.

Queen Elizabeth II Fields update: The clerk had issued a 
report and discussion took place. It was agreed to wait until the 
council received its permanent commemorative plaque before 
deciding whether to invite the Lord Lieutenant of Cambridge to 
formally rename the recreation ground as Jubilee Fields. It was 
also agreed to accept the wording of ‘public playing field and 
recreation ground’ for clause 3.7 of the Non-Charitable Deed of 
Dedication.

A1307 safety meeting: Arrangements for the A1307 safety 
meeting on 27th November 2012 were outlined by Cllr Hickford 
who would be chairing the meeting. Cllrs Bald, Champion and 
Manley agreed to attend. Cllr Cornell would be attending on 
behalf of Access 1307.

Written reports: Emergency Planning meeting – Cllr Cornell. 
The following actions were agreed: To put a request for volunteers 
in the Linton News; to contact neighbouring villages of Hilder-

sham and Bartlow to see if they would like to be included; an 
urgent meeting should be arranged with the emergency services 
and attendees of this (23rd October) meeting.

District Cllr Hickford reported that it was possible that SCDC 
would fund the first 400-500 sand bags. However it was likely that 
in the region of 1500 would be required and the parish council 
could purchase these from SCDC’s supplier for approximately 15p 
each. These would be delivered separately to the sand and storage 
would need to be a consideration. In the meantime the clerk was 
investigating the cost and suitability of gel filled bags.

Living Sport presentation – Cllr Walker. This was noted.
Correspondence received for consideration: Regarding a 

request from a resident for the consideration of a village design 
guide following a recent planning consultation by SCDC, it was 
agreed a copy of the LIPCOM (communication) proposals would 
be forwarded for information.

The End2EndWalk2013 planning team had requested a dona-
tion. Advice had been sought but unfortunately the council was 
unable to give to this cause.

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents re-
ferred to above can be inspected at the parish council office.

War memorial in the cemetery: in need of renovation
Picture taken by Sue Parry

The 20mph speed limit: from the A1307 junction with the High Street and the Balsham Road junction of the High Street. 
It extends into Coles Lane and the one-way section of Back Road to Balsham Road.

Pictures taken by Sue Parry

Reporting crime
PLEASE would everyone who is aware of a crime or an incident 
report it to the police by telephoning 101 with the details. This 
will ensure that the statistics collated by the police are accurate 
as the prioritisation of police patrols in the villages is based on 
the reported figures.

Cllr David Champion


