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Too good for jumble
NEWLY available this month is an Apollo Juice 10-speed 
mountain bike, 26in wheel, a 9in high lightweight pre-war 
world globe, a Soundwave music centre with radio, turntable 
and CD player and a brand new tyre for an Astra 1600. Still 
available is the child’s metal cabin frame bed with ladder 
but no mattress, 75cm from the ground, 190cm long x 90cm 
wide, three brand new ink cartridges for Brother printer in 
magenta, cyan and yellow and the 18in high white pottery 
vase with black stripes.

If you have something to offer to benefit a charity, please 
email Kate France at kfrance@profsoundconsult.com or 
ring 891602.

NB: The donor chooses the charity to receive the money.

THE City Deal or Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) 
has been working on plans to improve connectivity in 

South Cambridgeshire and to encourage us out of our cars. 
This includes changes to the A1307 from Haverhill into 
Cambridge and along the A11 and A505. Three schemes have 
been put into the final decision process. Access them at www.
greatercambridge.org.uk

The schemes, developed though a local liaison forum of 
which we are a part, and additional meetings with us, have 
different plans for the Cambridge side of Fourwentways but 
all include a remarkably similar treatment for Linton. The 
main proposals for Linton are:

1 No right turn out of the High Street – except for   
 buses;

2 A roundabout on the A1307 at Bartlow Road; 
3 A small rural hub (car park for 20 serving the bus   

 stop) at the A1307/ Bartlow Road junction;
4 A west-bound bus lane from the new roundabout   

 to the junction with the Grip /B1052; 
5 Traffic lights to control the bus integration with   

 the A1307 traffic, east of the junction; 

DO not miss the opportunity 
to enjoy the amusing tales and 
fabulous singing of interna-
tional entertainer Jonathan 
Veira performing at 7.30pm 
on Saturday 17th March in St 
Mary’s parish church. 

Jonathan is a warm and won-
derful character with a great 
sense of humour and a superb 
voice, who provides a really 
excellent evening’s entertain-
ment of West End standard for 
just £10. 

Tickets from the Small 

“I WAS playing the organ in pubs, before I was old enough to 
go into pubs, and made a bit of money,” said 64 year-old Peter 
Logan of Hildersham, who donated his Hammond Organ to Linton 
Village College last summer. 

A trained wood machinist and fork-lift driver, before a seri-
ous accident, Peter toured the northern clubs’ circuit and holiday 
camps, playing the organ in his spare time. 

Mrs Helen Juckes, head of music at the college, was delighted 
to accept the unwanted organ for the department for use by the 
students and arranged for the college caretaking staff to collect 
and transport it.

Kate France, 891602

GCP proposals will affect 
Linton and the A1307

6 East-bound bus lanes on approach to LVC;
7 General traffic flows will be controlled at LVC by   

 traffic lights with changed priorities; 
8 The pedestrian-controlled crossing between the   

 Grip and High Street to become traffic lights 
9 Improved pedestrian, cycle and equestrian   

 access route into Cambridge starting in Linton;
10 Changes at the Dean Road crossroad involving   

 closure of lanes and access;
11 Changes to speed buses through Linton (not   

 specified);
There will be a pamphlet posted to all residents, public 

events etc, and LPC will have an information display in the 
Village Hall.

The plans go to public consultation early in February, for 
seven weeks. If you have any positive or negative thoughts on 
these proposals, they are still under discussion; the Greater 
Cambridge Team would appreciate your input into their 
decision-making process. 

Please contribute as we will have to live with the decisions 
made by the Executive Board.

Beatrice Ward and Enid  Bald

A college gift

Above Peter Logan, the 
generous donor

Picture by Roger Lapwood

Picture supplied by
Mrs Helen Juckes

Linton Scarecrow Festival  
from 29th June to 1st July

A SHORT update on the 
progress of the Scarecrow-
Festival. 

At the moment we are con-
tacting over 100 clubs, societ-
ies, shops, schools, churches 
and businesses in and around 
Linton with the offer of taking 
part in the Festival. 

Groups can have a stall, 
display a scarecrow, give a talk 
or demonstration or sponsor 
the event.

So far we have had lots of 
interest from the groups we 
have contacted. The Parish 
Council is going to arrange 
the Scarecrow trail around 
the village. 

We have already booked 
Linton Jazz and the Haverhill 
Junior Brass along with The 
Grove Singers so there will 

be plenty of music. The Lions’ 
train will run on the Camp-
ing Close and there will be a  

Songs and tales

Gifts shop in the high street or 
from me.

Derek Lockstone, 891931

The talented Jonathan Veira
Picture supplied by

Jonathan

FOR staff at Linton Heights, Monday 29th January was an op-
portunity to engage and develop our strengths in the Creative 
Arts subjects. As a school we are striving for our Arts Council 
Artsmark and we are continuing to work to ensure high quality 
art and music provision is embedded into our school curriculum. 
But, for some of our pupils, the day provided an opportunity that 
was even more exciting.

Linton Heights’ school choir travelled to London for an experi-
ence they will never forget – a chance to perform in the London 
O2 Arena as part of the Young Voices 2018 concert series. 

We spent the afternoon in energetic rehearsals, practising the 
songs we had already learnt at school and then we performed in 

 Right, a student 
practicing on the organ

An amazing experience for
 Linton Heights school choir

Part of the huge audience at the O2 Arena Picture taken by Mr Dan Penfold

the evening to a packed arena full of proud parents and families. 
It was truly inspirational.

The concert’s theme was Togetherness and how better to cel-
ebrate unity than to fill an arena with music, people and Young 
Voices? A chance for our school to put some of our core school 
values into context, whilst raising the roof with our singing. 

Erik, a pupil in Year 5 said: “It reminds me how many children 
love to sing. And the O2 is so big.” whilst Morgan in Year 4 said: 
”I wish all of you could come – and I really want to go again.” 
So, Young Voices 2019, here we come.

Mrs Emma Mason, Music Subject Leader, 
Linton Heights Junior School

dog show. 
Many other attractions 

are in the pipe-line and I will 
write more to update you next 
month. Don’t worry if you’ve 
never made a scarecrow – 
we’re holding a workshop to 
inspire you in a month or so. 

Ready to join in but haven’t 
had a leaflet? Then please 
contact Pam Richardson.

And here’s a request. We’d 
like to have a really splendid 
raffle. Remember, this event 
is for the whole of Linton. 
We’d like to ask if anyone has 
a prize to offer. It might be a 
bottle of something or the offer 
of a week in a holiday home 
abroad. 

Please contact me on 
890921 if you can help.

Pam Richardson

ANOTHER week, another appeal
Following the Public Inquiry for Horseh-

eath Road, we now faced Gladmans for 
Back Road. 

The planning application for 95 houses 
had been rejected by LPC and refused by 
SCDC. The applicant appealed against this, 
so there was another Public Inquiry. This was 
rather more formal as SCDC were defending 
their decision with top barristers for both 
sides, LPC again represented under Rule 6, 
and professional witnesses called to present 
aspects of the dispute.

During the hearing evidence is exam-
ined by questioning witnesses, not through 
comment or statement – a very different 
approach to real life. However, LPC and 
its supporters did raise many cogent points 
and aspects not covered in interpretations 
of planning law and policy.

We could not have managed without 
professional help through our Planning 

Update on planning 
application appeals

Consultant and Landscape witness but 
the submission of evidence and other 
presentations were by a few councillors 
and residents of Linton and Hildersham 
– see the article in Parish Matters for 
more detail. 

As before, we did ensure that there 
were routing conditions (should these 
unwanted developments happen) to pre-
vent construction traffic coming through 
our villages or causing more harm to the 
protected verges on Back Road. Traffic 
encroaching onto the verges is actually 
trespassing, so stay on the tarmac.

There have been three weeks spent on 
these two hearings, with 12-14 hour days, 
site visits and weeks of preparation of the 
submissions. We will know the results in 
time but, whatever the result, we put up 
quite a fight. Thank you to those who 
worked so hard to protect our villages.

Enid Bald

A scarecrow from another 
festival

Picture Supplied by 
Pam Richardson

Linton Guides’ 
annual bumper 

jumble Sale 
at 2pm on Saturday 

10th March
in Linton Infant’s 

school hall  
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Linton Infant 
School invites 

them in

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894225

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Established 1991

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage LTD

MOT by appointment while you wait
Servicing, Collection & Delivery Service

Unit 3 & 4, Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambs
CB21 4XN

Tel : 01223 894140
Fax : 01223 890035
mhgarage@btconnect.com

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl Sophie and Laura welcome you to

Special rates for senior citizens Tuesday - Friday only
http://www.boyz2menbarbershop.co.uk/

37 High Street, Linton

Monday Closed
Tuesday 9:00am - 5.45pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8:00pm
Thursday 9:00am - 5.45pm
Friday  9:00am - 5.45pm
Saturday 8:00am - 2.45pm

Monday Closed
Tuesday 9:15am - 5.45pm
Wednesday 2:00pm - 7:45pm
Thursday 9:15am - 5.45pm
Friday  9:15am - 5.45pm
Every Saturday 8:00am - 2.45pm
Last appointment for Saturday is 2pm

37 High Street, Linton 
Tel: 07483128990

Late evening ‘tiL 8:00pm

Wednesday 
Traditional Hot towel wet shave no 

need to book an appointment.

WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTING

Explore the magical world of water-
colour painting with an 

experienced artist, in the 
comfort of your own home.
For details, please contact: 

Susan Mackenzie (01223) 891521 or: 
sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

AS a school, we value the relationship we have with our parents 
and the community. Recently, we have welcomed new adult help-
ers who come into school and listen to the children read, help with 
tasks, working with the children as part of a group or individually 
and other classroom activities. We really appreciate these offers 
of help and, amazingly, many of our helpers do not have children 
at the school. I am so touched that they feel welcome enough to 
offer their time. 

This term, we introduced Time to Share sessions. A time for 
parents to drop in and spend some time in the classroom, looking 
through their child’s books, appreciating the displays and seeing 
how the classroom works. Later in the term we have invited our 
parents to join the children for lunch; as if cooking meals for 174 
pupils wasn’t enough for our kitchen team.

The governors are spending a day at school in March, to really 
get an idea of how the school functions on a day-to-day basis, 
along with getting to meet the children and staff. They will be 
concentrating on various areas of the school development plan 
and a whole day will allow them to really focus. 

So, although children are at the heart of our school, the partner-
ship with parents and the links with the community are equally 
important, and with the support these offer, make our school 
what it is. 

Kelly Harris, Headteacher

WE have had a very exciting time at Chestnut Playgroup. The 
children arrived one morning to find a crime scene. There were 
flour footprints and handprints on the floor, an upset cooking area 
and our mascot, Charlie Chestnut, was missing. 

The children spent the morning looking for clues and using 
their investigation skills to work out what had happened. Charlie 
had been kidnapped whilst making his birthday cake. After a let-
ter of clues was received, the children took their investigations 
into the garden where they finally found Charlie stuck in a box. 

The children’s joy and enthusiasm for this activity was fantastic 
and has been further added to by making their own footprints 
in the snow. They compared their welly prints and found other 
animal and bird prints in the snow.

We are pleased to announce a new addition to our staff team. 
Sam Tossi will be joining us at the end of February. Sam brings 
with her a wealth of experience and enthusiasm and we are very 
excited that she is joining us.

Places are available for this academic year for children from 
two years to school age. Our opening hours are 9am-2.30pm, 
Monday to Friday. We offer a range of morning, lunch and after-
noon sessions to suit your family’s needs. We accept children who 
qualify for extended hours funding and can offer this up to the 
27.5 hours a week we are open. Please contact our Administrator 
to arrange a visit or for further information on 

admin@chestnutplaygroup.org.uk or 07342 900120.
Wendy Hine on behalf of Chestnut Playgroup.

HERE is our schedule from now until the 31st March.
    Thursdays, 10am - 11.30am (term time only) Doodle Dots 
– for parents aged under 25 years Bring your child along for 
fun activities and meet other young parents. 
    Thursdays 1.15pm - 2.45pm, weekly (including school 
holidays) New Beginnings Group, a lovely group for new 
mum’s and babies under one year of age. Come along and 
enjoy some adult led sensory activities, baby messy play and 
baby art. Singing and very much more. 

Thursday 1st March during New Beginnings our NCT Breast-
feeding Counsellor will be available for advice.
    Fridays 10am - 11.30am, Stay and Play (including school 
holidays) a fun group for children under five and their parents. 
Lots of messy play, play dough, gloop, painting. Storytime, 
singing, snack included. 
    Call Andrea on 893594 for more information. 

NO-ONE is too young to join 
the library. You are welcome 
to enrol your baby or toddler 
(note: all young people up to 
age 18 need an adult guaran-
tor). To encourage little ones 
to develop a love of books, you 
can also sign them up for the 
Bookstart Bear Club or Bear’s 
Reading Adventure. They can 
collect small rewards by regu-
larly visiting the library to 
choose books. Please ask staff 
for more details.

The library is a safe, friendly 
place to spend time with your 
very small children. Sit a while 
and share some stories and 
pick out books to take home. 
We have a big range of board 
books and countless picture 
books to choose from. Our New 
Experiences collection features 
stories to give young children a 
gentle introduction to common 

Chestnut 
mystery

Come and join the library
challenges like starting school 
and visiting the dentist; and also 
bigger life changes such as fam-
ily breakdown or bereavement.

We also have books for new 
parents with advice on sleep, 
weaning and other baby-care 
questions.

Under fives are welcome 
with a parent or carer at our 
weekly storytimes. Every Tues-
day in term-time, 2-2.30pm, 
come and enjoy stories, songs 
and activities with one of our 
lovely volunteers – it’s free, 
no need to book. This month, 
to celebrate World Book Day, 
at our 6th March storytime your 
child can collect a free book 
voucher.

Older readers: look out for 
our Shakespeare display, 12th-
18th March.

Anna McMahon 
Community Library Assistant

Hello from Linton Children’s Centre

OUR speaker for February was Hilary Thomas – Horticulturist, 
Lecturer and Gardener. It is so easy when taking over an exist-
ing garden or planting up a new one to choose plants we like the 
look of. We are then often disappointed. With some planning it 
is possible to avoid this. Before we think about plants we need 
to know the type of soil we have; improving the structure of the 
soil creates better aeration and drainage. This can be done by 
adding organic matter, grit and sand. The aspect of the garden is 
important: too much shade or sun for the wrong plant can be a 
problem. Wind can also do a lot of damage.

When choosing plants, check the information on the label, such 
as habitat, origin, aspect and size. Plants which thrive on chalky 
ground are good for planting in many areas of Linton.

If a plant is not happy, check if it is the Right plant in the 
Right place.                                                                                                                             

The photo classes for the Annual Show on 28th July are:  Animal 
or Animals, Family Life, and Leaf or Leaves. A maximum of three 
entries per exhibitor is permitted in these classes. An extra class, 
with only one entry, A4 size permitted, is My Special Photograph.

For our 13th March meeting we have Rob Parker from Butterfly 
Conservation to talk about Butterflies in Your Garden. 7.30pm in 
the village hall. Visitors are very welcome.

Anita Daws 892113
 lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk 

Gardening Club
 right plant – right place

MEMBERS spent a happy hour with our speaker, 
John Ray from Linton Zoo, and enthused over 
his slides of adorable animals. John got into zoos 
by climbing over a fence at Edinburgh Zoo while 
on school holidays. He ran from the keepers and 

joined a long queue from whence he got a job in catering, 
followed the next week by the bird section. So it is not always 
necessary to have a zoology degree, being good with animals is 
just as important. 

Linton Zoo is particularly interested in conservation of 
endangered species. Their Amur tiger is 19 years old and 
there are only 300 left in the wild. John reckoned there were 
more tigers killed for sport in the one year 1947 than there 
are left in the wild today. 

Zoos in Britain started with a menagerie at the Tower of 
London which then became London Zoo. Animals are moved 
around between zoos all over the world for breeding purposes 
and details are kept on computer as a studbook. John is the 
animal collection manager for Linton. To buy a giraffe costs 
about £15,000 and a gorilla £25,000. One gorilla actually chose 
her own mate from photographs. 

An interesting fact in the decline of lions is that Masai war-
riors have to kill a lion to prove their manhood but there is 
a scheme to pay the Masai to look after the lions. If the lions 
decline too much, many tourists won’t visit which is bad for 
the economy. There used to be 250,000 lions in Africa, today 
there are only 13,000 - 20,000. 

In India tigers are found to keep away the wolves that do far 
more harm to the villagers, so there is good reason to protect 
them. Elephants and rhinos can now be artificially inseminated 
in the wild, a male and female rhino living in separate forests 
never get together. The vulnerable snow leopard’s range is 
restricted because global warming is shrinking the forests.

Linton Zoo sponsors initiatives to support many species in 
the wild. Slides of baby animals being hand-reared at John’s 
home show his commitment does not end at the zoo gates.

Our next meeting is on 6th March when we will be having 
a panel game What’s My Line. Visitors and new members 
always welcome.

 Sally Probets, 891021

Zoos and conservation

WHAT a busy half term so 
far. We have been having fun 
with colours where we made 
a beautiful rainbow out of 
coloured hand prints. 

We have also had our 
regular visits to the soft play 
at the Granta School, painted 

and hidden rocks around the 
village, and had a visit from 
Natalie our regular dance 
teacher. 

We have started visiting 
the sports hall at Linton Vil-
lage College on a Tuesday to 
promote physical develop-
ment. We are delighted to 
welcome many new families 
to the setting.

 With many sessions al-
most full please contact us if 
you are interested in viewing 
our playgroup. 

The staff at 
Linton Granta Playgroup
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OUR THANKS

Readers write...

WEEKLY
Little stars SEN group, alternate Mondays 1.15-2.45pm CC
Netball,Monday evenings, 6.30pm junior, 7.30pm adult   LVC
Linton Granta football bingo, 7pm Mondays  Pavilion
Men’s keep fit, 8-9.30pm Mondays    LVC sports centre
Linton theatre workshop, Mondays  (call Joe 01440 703701) 
WEA, Tuesdays, 10am term-time   VH
Linton Air Cadets Mon and Thurs 7-9.30pm (07717801056)  LVC
Scrabble Club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays  CP
Linton Granta playgroup, 9am-12noon Monday-Friday  LVC
Linton Granta Toddler grp, 9.30-11.30 Tuesdays term time LVC
Linton Granta playgroup, 8.30am-2.30pm Mon-Fri, LVC
Storytime, 2-2.30pm Tuesdays, term-time  L i b r a r y  
Granta duplicate bridge club, 2-4pm Tuesdays  VH
Beacon Astro Football, Tuesdays, 3.05-4.30pm   LVC 
Beacon Red Zone Youth Club, Tuesdays, 7-8.30pm  LVC
IT club-computer help, 7pm Tuesdays  CC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays  CC
Belleplate ringing, 7.45-9pm, Tuesdays (971057)  URC
Tots in tow, 9.30-11am, Wednesdays term time only  VH
Jelly Beans playgroup, 9-11.30am Thursdays  URC
Doodle Dots under 5s, Thursdays 10-11.30am,  CC 
New Beginnings (with Baby Sensory), 1.15-2.45pm, Thursdays CC
Computer buddies, 2-4pm, Thursdays  Library
Beacon drop-in Club, Thursdays, 5.30-7pm  The Rec 
Cricket club, 6-8pm, Thursdays  LVC
Beacon Youth Group, 7-8.30pm   URC
Parents, carers and tots Mocha house, 9.15-10am Fridays  CP
Stay and Play, Fridays 10am-11.30am  CC
St Mary’s church choir, 7-8.30pm, Fridays   CC
Linton Bridge club, 7pm, Fridays  CC
For sports centre courses please call LVC sports centre on 890248
MARCH 2018 
  1 Luncheon Club, 12 noon  Old Red Lion Horseheath
 3 Farmers’ Market with Fairtrade stall, 9am-12noon           VH
 4 Wild Church, 2.30pm,    St Mary’s Church 
 5 Camera Club, 7pm     VH
 6 WI, 7.30pm      VH
 7 Reading Group,8pm         VH Upstairs
  8 ACEs Lunch, 12.30pm                     Sports Pavilion
 10 Guides' annual jumble sale, 2pm   LIS
10 Mothers’ day runaways, 7pm   St Mary’s
10 Linton Music Society Dodo St Band , 7.30pm  LVC
12 Whist Drive, 7.30pm     VH
13 VIP Group, 2pm    Chalklands
13 Garden Club, 7.30pm    VH
 14 Community navigator, 10am-12noon   HC  
 15 Parish Council meeting, 7.30pm            CC
16 Daylight readers, 10.30am   L i b r a r y
17 An evening with Jonathan Veira, 7.30pm St Mary’s
17 Linton Jazz annual concert,7.30pm   LVC
18 Walking group, 11am,        Church Lane
18 Messy Church, 2.30pm  St Mary’s Church
20 Historical Society, 7.30pm           VH 
21 Cambridgeshire hearing help, 9.30-12 noon Linton HC
21 Coffee morning, 10.30am   URC hall
27 Space for the Spirit, 8-9pm  St Mary’s Church
APRIL 2018
 1 Wild Church, 2.30pm,    St Mary’s Church 
 2 Camera Club, 7pm     VH
  3 WI, 7.30pm      VH
 4 Reading Group,8pm         VH Upstairs
  5 Luncheon Club, 12 noon  Old Red Lion Horseheath 
 7 Farmers’ Market with Fairtrade stall, 9am-12noon           VH
 KEY: CC Cathodeon centre, CP church pavilion, D&D Dog 
and Duck, HC health centre, LH Linton Heights school, LIS 
Linton Infant school, LVC Linton village college, RG rec-
reation ground, URC United Reformed church, VH village hall.
Library times: Mon closed; Tue 10am-5pm; Wed 4pm-
7pm; Thurs 2pm-5pm; Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 10am-1pm.
Bin Collection Dates 
Linton refuse collection: Mondays 5th and 19thMarch 
Linton blue and green bin collections: Mondays 12th and 26th-

March.

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
 (01223) 892889 
or 07973 294946

No job too small...

Is planning a party or club on your 

‘To Do’ List?

Did you know? 
Linton Heights Junior School 

are now hiring out their hall and 
facilities

If you are planning a party or club 
then please get in contact with 

the School Bursar, 
Rebecca McKenzie; 

office@lintonheights.cambs.sch.uk 
 where she can offer you a 
fantastic hourly hire rate.

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  
 01223 890060
   07765 594398

Mob:
07765 594398
Office: 
01440 702498

The proceeds from the panto were £480 and this money has gone 
to East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices. 

Lorenzo and Tracey Zambrana would like to say a massive 
thank you from the heart to everyone who was involved with, and 
came along to watch Dick Whittington, for their help, contribution 
and support – it was very much appreciated.
Tracey Zambrana Roberts, 07508908735

Dear Editor
I have a question that I hope you, or the village historian, can 
answer for me. Why is the clock above what is now the dentist’s 
house frozen in time? I heard previously that there is a village 
tradition that means it mustn’t be re-set and made to work again 
but no-one has been able to verify this. I would love this to be 
true but is it more prosaic than that and it’s simply that no-one 
has bothered to repair it and make it run? 

Thank you in advance for any light you can shed on this mystery. 
Dr Michael McLean, mcleanmichael@mac.com

Dear Editor
 I thought readers might be interested to know that you can use a 
contactless debit card payment for bus fares and can also make 
payment using apple Pay and Android Pay. 

There was an article in the Cambridge News on Monday 12th 
February about the large number of passengers now using this 
method of payment (which was apparently launched in August 
2017) and which has all sorts of advantages. 

However, I have never seen any information about this on the 
No 13 service and only heard about the new method of payment 
from another passenger who happened to mention it.
Anne Parry-Smith, 894715 
Editor›s note: The article said many Stagecoach passengers in 
Cambridge could use this service but not sure No 13 users can

Dear Editor
Re: The Way We Were – By Garth Collard – February 2018 
I read with great interest, as always, Garth’s hugely informative 
article, the latest being on the history of The Queens House in 
Linton High Street. 

Research into my family history suggests to me that my great, 
great grandfather Thomas Meeks (1837 to 1910), a wheelwright 
by profession, lived in the Queens House (then Barnet House) 
in 1893. Prior to this in 1891 he and his wife Phoebe were hotel 
keepers at The Crown Inn, this being opposite the Market Square 
at the time. 

The Crown Inn was completely destroyed by a fire around this 
time and then moved to its present site. As a result of the fire I 
think, Thomas and Phoebe then moved to the Queens House which 
I was under the impression that he had purchased, along with  
number 4  Flint Cottages at the bottom of Mill Lane, Linton. 
However he may have rented the Queens House, as Garth appears 
to have no record of the purchase.
Paul Meeks by email
Dear Editor 
I noticed that a letter in your February edition referred to an 
anonymous goose. I thought I would write to say I have observed 
Mr Goose being used as a term of address by many older and 
more formal Lintonians – whilst younger folks (more likely to 
be on first name terms it seems) seem to refer to him as, Gordon 
the Goose. I hope that this might help avoid any future embar-
rassment on the part of both Mr Goose and any Linton residents 
who might meet him. 
D Leech, Symonds Lane

Dear Editor
My family and I, Dina, would like to thank all our friends for 
making my 70th birthday a success. For the lovely cards, flowers 
and presents, and especially for the kind donations of £145 to 
the British Heart Foundation in memory of  Paul, my son, who 
passed away before Christmas.

Very many thanks to everyone.
Dina, Chalklands

DO you dread Mother’s Day, or find it full of sadness or grief? 
When everyone else is celebrating do you feel alone? There can 
be many reasons why Mother’s Day is painful, and many reasons 
why we’d like to run away from it.

Mother’s Day Runaways is a space for anyone who finds 
Mother’s Day hard, for whatever reason – a space for grief, or 
sadness, or loneliness; a space where we can mourn what we 
have lost or perhaps have never had. 

With music and readings to help us to share our feelings and 
experiences and time for quiet prayer and reflection to help us 
prepare for the day itself.

This will be from 7- 8pm on Saturday 10th March in St Mary’s 
Church.

For more information, contact: 
Rev Nicola Bown, 9771654, nicolabown@icloud.com

Dick Whittington Pantomime

Mother’s Day Runaways
25th March, Palm Sunday 10am Palm Sunday Eucharist
                                            6pm  Stations of the Cross
26th March,  Monday           7.30pm  The Cross in Music. 
                                            A Reflection by David Parry-
                                            Smith followed by Compline
27th March, Tuesday            8pm Space for the Spirit 
    A meditative service.
29th March, Thursday         7.30pm Maundy Thursday 
   Eucharist with Footwashing
30th March, Good Friday    10-11.30am Children’s Easter  
                                            activities, ending with Hot Cross 
                                           Buns and Cocoa by  camp fire in 
                                           the churchyard
                                           2pm   Good Friday Service
31st March, Saturday          7.30pm – Illustrated meditation on
                                           the Dead Christ in Art, by Rev 
                                           Nicola Bown.
1st April, Easter Day      8am  Holy Communion (BCP)
                                           10am Festival Eucharist for all ages

Holy Week and Easter at St Mary’s

Donation in memory

SOMETIME between 6.15pm and 9.45pm on Thursday 1st Febru-
ary a van was broken into in Symonds Lane, Linton. An interior 
light was ripped out but nothing was stolen.

Over a period of about a week from 26th January to 1st February 
there was a burglary at an address in London Road, Pampisford. 
A quantity of cash was stolen.

Lead from a Church roof has been stolen in the Linton area  
sometime between 8pm on the 21st January and 10pm on the 
22nd January 

If you see anything suspicious please call 101, or 999 if you are 
concerned that a crime is being committed or about to be committed. 
      PCSO Chris Wiseman, Sawston police station

PLODDING ALONG 
An update on police matters
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Steve Webb
Painter & Decorator 

Now upcycled furniture 
painted to your 
requirements 

Excellent present ideas
Call for viewing details

Tel: 01223 893864

ClearTax
&  A C C O U N T I N G  L T D

Quality, friendly accounting 
services and taxation advice.

Sole trader and small 
company specialist.

Free initial consultation

The Granary, 
Yews Farm Yard, Hadstock

t: 01223 894036 
e: janine@cleartax.co.uk

www.cleartax.co.uk

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866

Clive Westlake
Mobile: 
07900 492127

Westlakes
Painting & decorating 
exterior and interior

PSH 
Electrical 
Services

Rewires, New builds, 
Extra lights, Extra 

sockets, Repair works, 
Garden lighting, 

Showers
Registered NIC EIC 
domestic installer

email 
pshelectrical27@gmail.com

telephone 07867980738

Neil Claxton
Painting & Decorating

Interior/Exterior
Rooms Emulsioned 

from £120
FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 E-mail:
n.claxton925@btinternet.com

Springfield House 
B&B

14/16 Horn Lane, Linton
River views from bedrooms 

& guest lounge: 
 01223 891383

www.springfieldhouselinton.com

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  
 01223 890060
   07765 594398

Mob:
07765 594398
Office: 
01440 702498

ENGRAVING

Fine Design

A large range of
glassware available

trophies, awards, gifts etc

We can supply
metal sports

trophies.

fine.design@btinternet.com

 01223 893514

www.finedesignengraving.co.uk

Maureen Williams

LINTON

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 
07932 021277

ATC Sunday this year was held in Newmarket and it was great 
to see that Linton’s cadets made up a significant portion of the 
parade. As usual we displayed good discipline and high standards, 
and received many compliments.

February is always an exciting month as the plans for the year 
start to take shape. Training for our sector and wing field days is 
coming together nicely and we expect to do well in both competi-
tions. As we move into March, things really start to move up a gear.

Firstly we have cross country and team sports trials. There 
are competitive wing-wide trials and I expect that many cadets 
will make the wing football, rugby and hockey teams. This is 
followed by an array of courses: the ELA qualification is a nation-
ally recognized certificate in health and safety training, as well 
as Junior NCO courses; our newly promoted corporals spend a 
weekend on an RAF base learning how to lead a team and help 
keep uniform and drill standards high on the squadron.

This year we have a selection of camps to prepare for with 
15 cadets attending Easter camp at Nescliffe. We have 10 places 
over two summer camps at RAF Cosford and RAF Northolt. We 
have also applied for several overseas camps including a week at 
Sennelager in Germany and we are hoping for many spaces on the 
RAF100 Aerospace camp at Syerston. Lots to look forward to.

CI Bradley Wright, 07943 873272 
training.2523@aircadets.org

THE next event is at 12.30pm on Thursday 8th March at the Sports 
Pavilion for a fish and chip lunch.

The talk is entitled The Piano Hoard, the gold found in a 
piano and tracing how it got there and who it belonged to. This 
has a local connection with Saffron Walden so come along and 
learn all about it.

Enid Bald

HOW are your New Year’s resolutions going? Maybe not so well, 
like mine. Why not note Sunday 6th May in your diary, the date 
of the Bartlow 3 counties charity walk?

This year, our chosen charity is Breast Cancer at Addenbrookes 
Hospital. A charity that is very important to many local residents 
and, unfortunately, affects many of our lives and those close to 
us. We will also be supporting Linton Health Centre and Bartlow 
Church restoration fund.

This year will be the 15th walk. So far a staggering £141,752.00 
has been raised over the years. All for local charities.

A fun one mile route is being planned, as well as the six, nine 
and 13.5 mile routes, across beautiful countryside. Can you man-
age to reach the point where the three counties meet?

Please look at our website (see below) for more information 
and for discounted on-line tickets which will be on sale soon.
www.bartlowthreecountieswalk.co.uk 
Duncan Ogilvy, walk co-ordinator, 893644 

Hetty Findlay

LINTON Guides’ Annual Bumper Jumble Sale will be in Linton 
Infant’s school hall at 2pm on Saturday 10th March.  We would 
much appreciate your support by donating all the items you are 
turning out – clothing, bric-a-brac, books, etc on the Saturday 
morning from 10am.  

To arrange a collection please phone 891925. 
The Guides are a registered charity which benefits almost 40 

local girls.  We will definitely collect whatever and whenever 
we are asked.  

Kate France, 891602 

THE Friends of St Botolph’s Church Hadstock (a registered char-
ity) will be running an Easter Bazaar in aid of Hadstock Church 
ceiling repairs. The fundraising event will be held on Saturday 
24th March in the village hall with the doors opening at 10am with 
free entry. There will also be an Easter egg hunt.

There will be an array of arts and crafts, jewellery and vin-
tage collectables. Stallholders include local artist Sonia Villiers, 
Cambridge Open Studio artist Maureen Charles with her art glass 
and local silversmith Justine Jarman of Chilli Designs, as well as 
Rural Magpie with vintage collectables. 

There will also be a raffle prize draw, the proceeds of which 
,together with the sales of teas and cakes, will go to the church 
repairs. 

We do hope the event will be well supported by local people.
For further information and stallholder enquiries contact me at
karen@ruralmagpie.co.uk  or  ring 07803 052918

Karen Beaumont, 894292

LINTON Jazz rehearsals are 
in full swing ahead of the big 
annual concert to be held at 
7.30pm on 17th March at Linton 
Village College. 

Now in its 19th year, Linton 
Jazz is one of the village’s 
most precious assets. Open to 
players of all ages and abili-
ties, it enables a wide range 
of people in our community to 
get together and have great fun 
creating music. 

One of the quirks of Linton 
Jazz is the variety of instru-
ments it embraces, not all of 
which are traditionally associ-
ated with jazz. The current line-

up includes a violin, a French 
horn and a tuba. Linton Jazz 
makes no charge for playing 
at charitable events and has 
helped to raise many thousands 
of pounds since it was co-
founded by Karen Sanderson, 
who is still its musical director. 

The annual concert is the 
only time in the year when Lin-
ton Jazz raises money to cover 
its own expenses, enabling the 
band to buy essentials such 
as music, stands and micro-
phones. Tickets £10. OAPs £5. 
Under 16s free. Licensed bar. 
www.lintonjazz.co.uk

Kate Kelly

Hadstock Easter Bazaar

2523 Linton Air Cadets

Linton Jazz

SUSTAINABLE Linton is delighted to announce their first 
Repair Cafe from 2pm to 5pm on 28th April, in Linton vil-
lage hall. 

The idea is to match amazing repairers with people who 
need stuff fixed…and all for free. You can also pick up ideas 
on how to fix things yourself, if that interests you. 

We welcome:small household appliances, electrical items, 
computers, mobile phones, bicycles, clothes and general 
bits’n’bobs.

There will be a cafe on the day and other information and 
exhibits relating to living sustainably. You can turn up on the 
day but it’s best to book your item in so the repairers have an 
idea of what’s coming and any small spares needed. 

To book an item in for repair, contact us on 892074 or email 
info@SustainableLinton.org  The repairers are brilliant and 
can fix most things but there are no guarantees. 

For more information follow Sustainable Linton at 
fb.com/SustainableLinton

Paul Richardson

Linton Repair Cafe
Guides’ 

Jumble Sale

Linton ACES

Safe and Well
SAFE and well visits are to help you to stay safe and inde-
pendent in your own home.

CFRS is committed to supporting the safety and well-being 
of residents in all of the communities that we serve. The safe 
and well visit will provide us with sufficient information to 
support you and, with your permission, refer you to selected 
partner agencies who will be able to support you further. We 
will not share your data with marketing companies or for 
other purposes.

Our visit will last no longer that 60 minutes and is com-
pletely free of charge. Our visit will assess six key elements:

• Fire safety in the home 
• Falls prevention 
• Alcohol use 
• Stay well and warm 
• Crime reduction 
• Smoking – need a hand to quit? 
You are under no obligation to answer any questions that 
you do not want to but with the information you provide 
to us, we will be able to support you. We can also provide 
advice in relation to promoting the health and safety of 
individuals with hoarding concerns, as well as providing 
valuable information to care providers.
To find out if you are eligible for a visit call us on 01480  

444500 or emil us at firefire@camsfire.gov.uk

Join us today – become a 
Community Champion

CFRS runs a community champion scheme to spread fire 
safety messages and encourage residents to carry out safety 
checks on their homes.Volunteers work across the county and 
we are always looking for more people to join us.

Community champions speak to local communities about 
home fire safety and escape plans, as well as referring those 
people who don’t feel confident about undertaking a check 
of their own home. They may also be asked to compliment 
the service already being delivered by attending community 
events and providing support, as well as being part of our 
consultation community.

Community champions participate in training that enables 
them to develop interpersonal skills, enhance their CVs, 
make new friends and improve their knowledge of the work 
undertaken by the CFRS

No previous qualifications or specific skills are needed to 
become a communtiy champion and we are always looking to 
build a team of people with different skill sets, backgrounds 
and abilities. The scheme is run by charity Groundwork on 
behalf of the service. To find out more about this scheme, 
contact Emma Prestidge on 01480 587140 or email 
emmaprestige@groundwork.org.uk
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 COUNTRY MATTERS
Text by Oriel O’Loughlin and illustrated by Maureen Williams POT POURRI 155
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20ft X 8ft Secure Self contained 
Storage Containers available on 

a month by month rolling contract 
for as little as £25 a week.

Totally secure location out of view 
close to Linton

Please contact 07776258666
enquire@bartlow.u-net.com 

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-

work, renewal of pitched or 
flat roofs

New guttering, 
repairs/unblocking

Free estimates before any 
work commenced

25 years + Experience
Tel: 01223 892542

Mob: 07958 618440

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
 * CRB Checked
 * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
 sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

PJB 
Maintenance

No job too small
Ground work, Patios, 
Floor & Wall Tiling, 

Fencing, Roof repairs, 
Demolition

CPSC Licence
Free Estimates

Call Peter Belsom on
Mob: 07799 183308
 Tel: 01223 891273

ELITE 
MOBILE 

CAR VALETING  
SERVICES

All types of valeting cars, 
vans, Caravans, camper vans.

Standard to full valets...
Est 1997.

Free quotes and discounts 
for more than one vehicle

Andrew Tofts,
01223-893273
07713638333...

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

Discreet Pest Prevention & Control
A J PEST CONTROL
FAST AND EFFECTIVE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC - AGRICULTURAL

 Wasps, Hornets &Flies   Bird Control
 Mice and Rats    Squirrels and Rabbits
 Fleas, Bed Bugs and Ants  Cockroaches

Based in Linton
Contact: 01223 914004 or 07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

National Pest Technicians Association

www.crownatlinton.co.uk
11, High Street, Linton, Cambs Tel 01223 891759

Monday Fish & Chips £5.95
Tuesday Rump Steak £8.95

Wednesday Free Dessert with Main Meal
Thursday 10% discount on Pizza

Friday Gourmet Burgers
Every Weekday Lunch Time Free Dessert with Main

5:30-6:30 Happy Hour Monday-Friday

The Crown Inn, 
Linton presents

07958657300

WHEN you think of the various ways there are to spend your free 
time, bird watching seems fairly harmless really. Him indoors 
thinks I’m bonkers to go off at the crack of dawn either alone, 
or with other nutters, into the cold, wet and often windy 
fenland or further afield to the coast. This by the way 
does not make us twitchers.

I believe twitchers are those who travel hun-
dreds of miles for a rare sighting to tick off on 
their list of species seen. In the winter we are to 
be seen sitting in a bird hide somewhere in East 
Anglia, watching and listening to hundreds 
of swans and ducks and geese and gulls and 
waders and many others doing their thing. In 
the early dawn, the cackling and chattering of the fam-
ily groups deciding when to take off to feed elsewhere 
is really a joy. 

For the uninitiated a bird hide is a large shed, usually in the 
reeds, with benches and slats which open up so you can settle in 
with your binoculars and the occasional telescope. 

There are scores of these run by the RSPB, the Wetland and 

Wildfowl Trust and the county Wildlife Trusts. In one corner there 
is often a resident expert, whiling away his and occasionally her 
retirement, with a detailed knowledge of what is out there and 

exactly where it might be. 
There is usually a notebook on hand, sometimes even a 

walkie talkie thingy enabling them to liaise with others if 
there is a goose count or some such going on. Luckily these 
experts are more than willing to share their knowledge with 

the likes of us and allow us to peer down their fabulous 
Swarovski scopes to examine the difference between a 
black tailed and a bar tailed godwit. Any normal person 
coming in would find it riveting I feel sure..

Other people using the hides might be photogra-
phers seeking that elusive kingfisher emerging from 
the pond and competing to get their shot into the 

various magazines. Then there are individuals like us, 
still learning and eager to chat about the difference between a 
curlew and a whimbrel and share what they have just seen. They 
may know more about birds than we do, but I bet they don’t have 
nearly such a choice of goodies in their flasks and picnic boxes.

Bird watching

AS has already been reported 
in The Linton News, a major 
fund-raising campaign has been 
underway to raise £30,000 to 
cover emergency costs to St 
Botolph Church, after it was 
found the ceiling was unsafe. 
The extra sum is needed to sup-
port the previously fully funded 
£60,000 renovation work.

Much has been achieved 
in the last three months and 
the Friends of St Botolph, as 
a group, has decided to hold 
a running breakfast from 6am 
to 2pm on the 19th April in the 
village hall next to the church. 
Something similar to this was 
run successfully sixteen years 
ago, when full English break-
fasts were provided to the early 
bird commuters, children and 
parents heading to school, the 
more local working community, 

Hadstock all day breakfast 
 Thursday 19th April

those working or staying at 
home, those retired and those 
who just want to meet friends 
and pass the time of day. We 
have also catered to walking 
groups, groups of cyclists and 
others who pass through our 
village.

There will be no fixed price 
for the food comprising, egg, 
bacon, sausage, black pudding, 
tomato plus tea or coffee, toast 
and marmalade or cinnamon 
bun. A full English is usually 
charged at around £7 so we are 
hoping to see donations of £10 
or more to assist us to raise as 
much as we can to complete 
the work on this 1,000-year-old 
building and bring it back to its 
proper condition.

We hope you can come along 
to enjoy the food, the company 
of friends and convivial sur-
roundings in the knowledge 
that you are helping this project.

Next to the village hall is 
ample parking: we look for-
ward to your company.

For more information please 
do not hesitate to contact me.

Gill Boyden, 892746.

It’s Teatime
COME for Easter Tea at Hildersham Village Hall, from 3 to 
4.30 pm on 22nd March 
Hildersham Lecture, 

PATRICK HUMPHRYS will give a talk entitled Cuba 2017 
at 7.30pm on 23rd March at Hildersham Church. 

This will be a short political history of the Island leading 
up to the Castro era accompanied by his lively descriptions, 
entertaining experiences and varied pictures taken during his 
extensive tour of the island in 2017.

Cost of entryis £5, including refreshments. Under18s free.
For further details contact me on on 892848 
or email catherinemyer43@btinternet.com

Cathy Myer

Hildersham News

Three simple problems in search of an answer
1. FOR any positive number what is the minimum value 

of (n + 1/n) ?
2. WHICH of the following numbers are divisible by 

11 – 6, 60, 600, 6666 ?
3. THE price of an item falls by 17% – what must be the 

percentage increase to return to it’s original price ?
Pot Pourri 154 - What was the exact time?
After 9 o’clock the hour and minute hands are exactly 180 
deg apart at 9h16m 49.2s.                                          Urania

TAMSIN Wimhurst first 
encountered the David Parr 
house in 2009 whilst curat-
ing an exhibition called A 
space of my own. Her visit 
to Elsie Palmer’s terraced 
house in the Mill Road area 
of Cambridge revealed an ex-
traordinary and unique home 
which Elsie’s grandfather 
had painstakingly decorated 
until his death in 1927.

Orphaned at an early age, 
David Parr started work as 
an apprentice with local firm 
F R Leach and Son which 
provided furniture, stained 
glass, metalwork and artistic 
decorating services to col-
leges, churches and private 
homes, often to designs by 
William Morris and George 
Bodley. 

Working on commissions 
such as All Saints’ Church 
in Cambridge and St James’ 
Palace in London, he was 
inspired to decorate the walls 
of his own modest home 

Linton & District 
Historical Society

with similar intricate hand 
painted patterns, often by 
candlelight. He made great 
use of salvaged materials 
and kept detailed notes of 
his progress, although never 
completed the project. 

When Elsie was 12 she was 
sent to look after her recently 
widowed grandmother. She 
continued living there for 85 
years, bringing up her own 
family but making few altera-
tions to the structure or décor 
of the house. Her frugal life-
style helped conserve much 
of the paintwork. 

The house was acquired 
in 2013 by a charity and set 
up to conserve the precious 
décor, with the support of 
Elsie’s family. This work will 
continue until April 2019.

Our next meeting is at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 20th 
March when we will hear 
from Vic Botterill on The 
Nursery Rhyme Detective.

Pat Faircloth, 893928

Join the Wandlebury Adventurers Mondays at 6-8pm from 
February 26th onwards for five weeks.
IT is for unaccompanied children aged 8-12 years
The Wandlebury Adventurers Club takes place on five con-
secutive Monday evenings each term. 
You can sign up for a year, a term or an individual session. 
There is a charge.
• 5th March Fire Starter. (learn how to start fires)
• 12th March Carving,cutting and whittling to make spoons, 

pegs etc
• 19th March An exciting night walk. Bring a torch,but be 

prepared not to use it. We will be exploring the darkness.
Places are limited so please book in advance:  243830 or 
enquiries@cambridgeppf.org
To see the full Adventurers’ Club programme for 2018 and 
more details please visit www.cambridgeppf.org

Healthy walking every week
MEET at the Stable Rooms at 10am for a longer walk, 
10.30am for a shorter walk. No need to pre-book but please 
arrive 10 minutes early to register the first time.

Spoon carving and whittling for adults 
on 17th March from 10am to 2pm. 

CARVE items from green wood, learn safe knife use, gain 
ideas for purchasing your own tools and inspiration for future 

projects. Need to book and there is a charge.
Wildlife, conservation education and learning 

25th March 11am to 3.30pm. 
FREE event – donations welcome.
Hands on day of science for all the family at Wandlebury Park, 
part of the Cambridge University Science Festival. All wel-
come but all children must remain accompanied by an adult.
Join us and local conservation organisations for fun activities 
and fascinating displays. We’ll be looking into the amazing 
senses of bats, birds, amphibians, reptiles, invertebrates and 
even plants. Test your own senses and get out and explore the 
woods and grasslands on a sense adventure.

FOR more information on any event 
EMAIL bookings@cambridgeppf.org, call 243830 extension 
207 or visit www.cambridgeppf.org/whats-on

March events at Wandlebury

mailto:enquiries@cambridgeppf.org
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Tel: 01223 890349

Live Jazz - 1st Sunday of every month 
3pm-5:30pm 

Fish and Chips Special on Wednesday £7.50
Sunday Roast 

www.facebook.com/thedogandducklinton

The Way We Were
by Garth Collard

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Designer Drapes  

Linton Rd , Hadstock             Tel: 01223 890 556 

For all your Curtains and Blinds give us a call. 

Curtain Alterations                                                  Patchwork lessons  
Free Measuring                                                    Wednesday mornings and  
Fitting Service                                                                Tuesday evening  
Haberdashery                                               Book your place now, spaces limited  
Quilting fabrics                                              Sewing machine repair and service  
Fabric sold by the meter                       

www.curtainsandcraft.co.uk                   designerdrapes2@gmail.com 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 • Boiler Installation, Service & Repair 

• Gas Fires, Cookers & Hobs 

• Landlord Safety Certificates 

• Quality Kitchens & Bathrooms 

• General Plumbing 

• 24hr Emergency Callout 

  01223 897236         07931 685774         www.abramsheating.co.uk 

MOBILE 
CHIROPRACTIC 

SERVICE
GCC-Registered Chiropractor

ALEXANDER M SMITH 
01223 967565

SOUTH CAMBS AREA 
(Based in Linton)

 Effective care in the comfort of your home

 - Low back pain & sciatica
 - Neck pain & headaches
 - Muscle spasm/tension
 - Shoulder & Knee pain
 - Postural problems
www.alexandersmithchiropractor.co.uk

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

AROUND 100 years ago, apart 
from medical reasons, the main 
causes of death were road ac-
cidents, farm incidents, fire and 
drowning. 

Horse-drawn wagons and 
early cars were the frequent 
cause of villagers’ deaths and 
serious injuries. In September 
1915 a boy called Hills was 
playing in the road by the Swan 
Hotel. As a car approached he 
ran in front of it and both front 
and rear wheels ran over him. 
Fortunately, he only suffered 
cuts to his ear and lower lip.

 In August 1917 four-year-
old Harry Ellington was play-
ing at the junction of Bartlow 
and Horseheath roads when he 
was knocked down by a motor 
car and died soon afterwards. 
Earlier that day Annie Howard, 
a 70 year old widow, was killed 
by a car near Carbonell’s farm 
in Horseheath. 

In January 1937 two students 
were killed in Withersfield near 
the green when their sports car 
was driven from a side road at 
over 40 miles an hour. They hit a 
Vauxhall car driven by Stanley 
Norton of Mill Lane who was 
the chauffeur to Dr Wilson. 
Wilson’s car was knocked over 

WIDESPREAD coverage of institutionalised sexism continues 
in the media spotlight. Amongst the stories of sexual abuse and 
harassment, the coverage has also highlighted inequalities in the 
treatment of women and gender stereotypes that persist, despite 
significant societal progress to tackle them. 

Everyday sexism in schools has been the focus of recent re-
search by the government, revealing some shocking findings. A 
report, published last year by Parliament’s Women and Equali-
ties Select Committee, outlined evidence that nearly 60 per cent 
of girls and young women aged 13-21 said that they had faced 
some form of sexual harassment at school or college within the 
previous year. It is disturbing that there were so many victims of 
unpleasant and unwanted language and behaviour, and that this 
kind of conduct continues in the 21st century. 

At LVC we continue to address these issues through our 
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) curriculum and 
seek to tackle and address casual sexism that can be perceived 
by students as a joke. We also continue to work on perceptions 
of careers aspirations through our information, advice and guid-
ance and opportunities. Our March science week programme 
at LVC features talks from female STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and maths) leaders, amongst other engaging events 
to showcase the subject. 

Delivering a curriculum that reflects women’s achievements 
starts in our partner primary schools with the study of influential 
figures, such as Mary Seacole and exploring parents’ careers in 
non gender stereotyped professions, such as female surgeons, 
technology, engineering and maths leaders, amongst other engag-
ing events to showcase the subject.

It has been great to see children of both sexes flourishing in 
our inaugural dance production, Ignite, last month, and smashing 
gender stereotypes. Solo performances by males and females and 
an all boy dance troupe were fabulous. Meanwhile, our under 16 
girls’ basketball team celebrated the title of district champions.

The introduction of an LGBT+ group at LVC for students to 
openly discuss issues relating to gender is an example of the safe 
and accepting environment that we seek to foster and support.

It is essential that all children, regardless of sex and gender, 
are able to thrive, flourish and achieve their potential at school 
and in life, without fear of harassment or limitation. 

Helena Marsh, Principal

Local accidents
a ditch and into a hedge. Both 
students were killed. Dr Wilson 
suffered the indignity of ending 
up with his head embedded in a 
muddy ditch. Chauffeur Norton 
survived even though their car 
ended upside down since the 
car roof took the impact but 
the students’ car was an open 
top vehicle. The doctor tended 
both students, to no avail. 

In October 1937 Frederick 
George of 18 Balsham Road 
was cycling from Linton to 
Horseheath when a car col-
lided with him causing fatal 
brain damage. George was 36 
years old, married to Florence 
Kidman. 

A similar accident occurred 
in April 1938 when Joseph 
Strange of Linton, who resided 
at the Water Hall (the cottages 
opposite the Vets), was knocked 
off his bicycle near Pampisford 
Station. He did not survive 
lacerations to his head, arms 
and both legs.

There were a number of 
accidents involving buses. 
Rupert Crawley of Linton 
sustained fatal injuries when 
his car collided with a bus in 

Horseheath. In November 1928 
when Arthur Swan was walk-
ing in the Hadstock Road and 
stopped to help a lady driver, 
he absentmindedly stepped out 
into the road and was instantly 
killed by another car, which he 
had failed to see.

Drowning in the river was 
also fairly common. In April 
1920 Emma Eley was walk-
ing along Horn Lane when 
she met a boy crying. He took 
her to the river where she saw 
another boy lying face down 
in the water. He was undressed 
and his clothing some distance 
away. The boy had obviously 
drowned when he was swim-
ming. 

Mrs Ellen Porter of Cam-
bridge Road suffered from de-
pression ; there was a history of 
mental illness in her family. Her 
grandmother had ended up in 
the lunatic asylum. In October 
1922 George Morrell, foreman 
of the Myhill Granaries in Sta-
tion Road, went to fetch a can of 
water around 9.30am and spot-
ted an object in the 500 gallon 
water tank located at the end 
of the granaries. He called the 

police and they found the body 
of Mrs Porter. She had secretly 
left her house earlier that morn-
ing determined on suicide. The 
inquest verdict was ‘suicide 
whilst of unsound mind.’

However, not every water 
incident ended in tragedy. In 
August 1922 four year old John 
Stock from the Maltings, who 
was learning to swim, crept out 
of his house and walked to the 
Island – an area of very deep 
water in the Pocket Park. There 
used to be a flimsy wooden 
bridge over the pool and the 
boy slipped off. Fortunately, 
a sixteen year old lad called 
James Cottage of Wheatsheaf 
Cottage in Horseheath Road 
was going for an early swim. 
He spotted John Stock who 
was going under for the second 
time so James dived in to the 
rescue and saved the four year 
old. The Island was commonly 
used for swimming by many 
village teenagers. 

Later, in October 1925, 
the Rev Charles interrupted a 
hockey match in the Meadow 
in order to present Cottage 
with a testimonial awarded by 
the Royal Humane Society. All 
the players gave three cheers.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

S/0313/18/RM, Mr Bowie, 20 Joiners Road. Application for 
approval of reserved matters for appearance, landscaping and 
layout following outline approval of S/0943/17/OL.
S/0339/18/DC, Frankish, 18 Joiners Road. Discharge of Condi-
tions 4 (hard and soft landscaping, 6 (boundary treatment) and 10 
(Traffic management plan) of Planning permission S/1900/16/FL.
S/0397/18/FL, Mr & Mrs Nickalls, Little Linton House, Little 
Linton Farm, Cambridge Road. Engineering work associated 
to alternative flood protection to property with associated soft 
and hard landscaping and planting.
S/4310/17/FL & S/4311/17/LB, Mr Alex Hannam, 6 High Street. 
Demolition of part existing flint/rubble party wall and rebuilding 
in matching materials.
S/0440/18/DC, Clive Westlake, 4 Back Road, Discharge of 
condition 9 (Details of Contractors access, storage and parking) 
of planning permission S/1500/16/FL
S/0447/18/FL, Mr & Mrs Eaton, 1 Lonsdale. Single storey side 
extension.
S/0449/18/DC, Bowie Property Management Ltd, 20 Joiners 
Road. Discharge of Conditions 5 (Materials), 6 (Boundaries), 7 
(Landscaping), 9 (Surface water), 10 (Foul water) and 14 (Traffic 
management) of planning permision S/0943/16/OL.
S/4584/17/FL, Mr & Mrs Gavin Robinson, 25 Back Road.
Extension and alterations with dormers to the front elevation.
S/0520/18/TC, Cornell, 74 High Street. Ash tree- fell.
S/0573/18/FL, Mr Paul Whiffin, 2 Palmers Close, Single storey 
rear extension
S/0599/18/VC, Mr Clive Westlake, 4 Back Road. Variation of 
Condition 2 (approved plans) of planning permission S/1500/16/
FL for erection of detached dwelling.

1. THE final options for improvements to the A1307 have been 
published and are going out for public consultation as of 9th 

February. The Mayor of the Combined Authority has indi-
cated he is keen on looking at Rapid Mass Transit options 
(fast, driver-less buses in essence), which would begin at the 
A11. Please do make your comments on these as this could 
be the last opportunity to do so before decisions are made. 
www.greatercambridge.org.uk/

2. THE Garfield Weston Foundation Grant is a new funding 
opportunity for capital funding towards new or improved 
community facilities in the UK. It’s open to registered chari-
ties, places of worship and state schools. Details and how to 
apply can be found  at https://garfieldweston.org/apply-to-us

3. THE local plan is out for consultation on the final amendments 

Extracts from our 
Councillor’s reports

LINTON boasts many fine 
old buildings and one of 
them has a very special 
birthday this year.The cur-
rent Linton Free Church 
building (there was a pre-
vious building on the site) 
was opened 200 years ago 
on April 29th, 1818, during 
the reign of George the 
third.

To mark the occasion 

Bi-centennial celebrations

The URC in Horn Lane
Picture taken by Doug Irish

special events will be held on Sunday 29th April. The morning 
worship at 10.30am will be led by Rev John Proctor, National 
General Secretary of the United Reformed Church, and in the 
afternoon cream teas for all the family will be served in the hall 
from 2-4pm. There will be material and leaflets on the long and 
varied history of the church, together with information on cur-
rent activities.

Were you married in the church or perhaps you attended 
Sunday School or had some other connection? Do you have any 
memorabilia – if so do bring it along – we would love to see it.

The church boasts a lively, growing congregation with activi-
ties for all ages.

For further information, email  hello@lintonfreechurch.org.
uk or contact the church secretary, Linda Pearson on 892197

Doug Irish

https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/
https://garfieldweston.org/apply-to-us/


A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
30+ years experience
Free estimates

Tel: 01223890228
Mobile:  0774 8627920

WEST WRATTING
CAMBRIDGE, CB21 5LU

LONG & SHORT STAY
ACCOMMODATION

COTTAGE &  
CONVERTED BARN

HOLIDAYS, WEEKENDS
BED & BREAKFAST

T: 01223 290492
www.bakerycottage.co.uk

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355
74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

For enquiries please call
Mobile:

07961 342887
Tel: 01223 892089

georgedye738@btconnect.com

	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

																																															Your	Local,	Professional,	Carpet	Cleaner	Dean	
11	years	experience	

Package	to	suit	every	level:	Basic,	Pet	Treatment	or	Carpet	Protector	
£15	off	for	repeat	customers	

Free	stain	spotter	for	all	customers	
Contact	Dean	on	01223	654652	

	or	info@allstarcleaning.me.uk	to	make	an	appointment.	
Allstar	Cleaning,	10	Coles	Lane,	Linton,	CB21	4JS	

	
              14 Hillway, Linton, CB21 4JE.
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Parish Council Matters

A BOOK of My Own is a small 
charity, founded by Garth Col-
lard, former deputy head at 
Linton Village College, and 
myself, about 12 years ago. 
It provides books to children 
who would not otherwise 
have books of their own, with 
the child choosing the book. 
We provide roughly £1000 of 
books a year, and they can be 
anything from picture books 
for young children to textbooks 
for GCSE revision. Originally, 
we focused entirely on help-
ing children in care, but have 
extended the scheme to anyone 
who might need books. We 
co-operate with schools and 
children’s services, and are 
happy to receive requests at any 
time - if children can’t get to a 
bookshop, their school or carer 
can use the library or Amazon 
to select the books, and we have 
them delivered.

The funding comes from 
donations following talks we 
give, from parents of children 

I help with literacy problems, 
and from occasional grants, 
including £150 from the parish 
council in this year’s precept. 
We are, as you see, not a big 
player in the charity stakes.

Our little organisation needs 
to grow, and the redesignation 
of the children’s centre at the 
Cathodeon building provides 
an opportunity to make this 
happen. The building includes 
a beautiful library with comput-
ers, which is open until at least 
5pm on four evenings a week 
and Saturday morning. The 
children’s centre, on the right as 
you enter the building, is a large 
and bright room, but currently 
underused. The question is, can 
we make better use of both, and 
extend educational opportuni-
ties in Linton and the other 
villages that use our library and 
the children’s centre?

I mentioned in my introduc-
tory piece as a parish councillor 
that I offer free tuition to anyone 
who asks me, mostly in read-

ing, writing and spelling, but 
also in basic maths and modern 
languages. The fact that this 
is free does not mean it isn’t 
good - people come from all 
over the UK and Europe for les-
sons, and recent internet work 
has reached Athens, Mallorca, 
Falkirk, Durham, Yorkshire and 
Birmingham. Last Christmas, I 
received a lovely photograph of 
a PhD student in her lab, follow-
ing a first-class honours degree 
and top marks in her MSc. I’d 
taught this young lady to read 
when she was 10, using Alice in 
Wonderland, a book the organ-
isation has recently purchased 
for a pupil at a local school. The 
pop-up version is the best book 
of its type I’ve ever seen, and 
makes a wonderful Christmas 
present - Lewis Carroll would 
have loved it, not least because 
of the maths behind the stun-
ning pop-ups.

So, would you like to join 
me? If you have free time, dur-
ing the day or early evening, 

and would like to help a local 
child with their schoolwork or 
homework, please let me know. 
There has been a lot of public-
ity recently about the benefits 
of individual tuition, but many 
parents can’t afford it, as indeed 
my own couldn’t when I was at 
school. The work is straightfor-
ward, provided you have a good 
level of education - GCSE is 
fine - and want to help. I can 
provide training, which will 
be based on seeing what in a 
child’s thinking is preventing 
them from achieving as they 
and their parents wish, and 
showing them how to adjust 
their thinking so that they can 
succeed. As always, a parent 
or grandparent sits in on every 
lesson, so that they can follow 
it up - a key partnership, as 
without it, nothing can work at 
all. If you’re interested, please 
contact me.

Cllr John Bald
www.johnbald.typepad.com

Johnbald@talktalk.net

A Book of My Own

ANOTHER week, another public inquiry … this time it was the 
appeal against the refusal of the application for 95 houses on 
Back Road. Again, the parish council had Rule 6 status, so that 
we could present our own witnesses and question their experts, 
on the same footing as the barristers.

For this appeal South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) 
also opposed the planning application (for Horseheath Road, they 
did not defend against a reduced application for 42 houses, even 
though the planning committee had not considered the matter). 
SCDC and Gladman were represented by two of the country’s top 
five planning barristers. Linton Parish Council (LPC) had Corrie 
Newell and me, backed by Cllrs Beatrice Ward and Kate Kell, 
with input from Chris Hine and Amy Smith. We had additional 
support from Hildersham, as they would also be affected by this 
unwanted development, and from Linton residents.

This inquiry had a very different feeling to the previous appeal. 
It was much more formal, based on policies, points of law and legal 
interpretation. It also took the best part of two weeks as the many 
witnesses presented and were questioned on their reports - we 
are not allowed to comment or make statements, but could only 
refute their reports through examination; this is not easy to do!

Landscape was the major reason for refusal, with every feature 
evaluated on whether the harm caused would be balanced by plan-
ning benefit. To put a more human face on proceedings, LPC raised 
more practical issues and local concerns. (The evidence that we 
submitted is now in the parish council office, if you would like to 
see how much work we did) For example, their landscape witness 
described our distinctive hilly and valued landscape as “ordinary”, 
which, in the context of flat Cambridgeshire, it certainly is not.

Proceedings were enlivened by Hildersham residents - Paul 
Gray gave a vigorous demonstration of the traffic issues on the 
narrow and dangerous Back Lane, complete with models and 
scale-accurate vehicles. Jean Kelly questioned misleading nam-
ing on traffic data - which High Street? Just where is Laburnum 
Way? The redoubtable Miss Binney defended the Site of Special 
Scientific Interest’s of Furze Hill and the protected verges. Fight-
ing talk! John Bald spoke on the isolation of residents on the site 
and the effects on education. Beatrice had analysed junction data 
(using Gladman data for Balsham Road) to prove Linton was a 
commuter intersection, with Back Road a major route to avoid 
the A1307. Kate had recalculated the hydrology and questioned 
the efficacy of the SUDS, I concentrated on surface water flood-

ing and sustainability. Corrie, as well as being our major advisor, 
raised planning, historic and archaeological aspects - more being 
brought to light by the developers own excavations. Again, Mark 
Flatman was our very effective landscape witness.

On the day of the site visit, Back Road was closed - the inspec-
tor had already seen the traffic and would come again at peak 
times - so at least we were safe when viewing the site. The rain 
teemed down, so standing water was evident on the “bog over 
limestone” or carr, the flooding potential was noted and also the 
fact that that the protecting ditches behind the boundary banks 
had been very recently ploughed out ... The wind was so strong 
on Icknield Way (not the “cart track” as it is so disparagingly 
described in the planning application ...) that we nearly lost a 
councillor or two ...

Again, should the worst happen and the appeal is granted, 
we discussed conditioning. After negotiation, LPC gained the 
condition that construction traffic could not access the site us-
ing Balsham Road or through the Conservation Area. Also, that 
measures should be taken to avoid further erosion and damage to 
the protected verges along Back Road - these belong to the Pamp-
isford Estate and encroachment upon them is actually trespass.

The results will be known in a few months. The basis of the 
judgement will be planning law, which might not be consistent 
with natural justice, but we did our best to defend the village.

Meanwhile we hear that there will be another application for 
houses in the same landscape area. Here we go again …

Cllr Enid Bald

 Not an appealing way to spend time ...

THE following information is to make all aware of who to contact 
in the event their electricity is interrupted by the weather.  

Anyone experiencing a power cut should: 
Call 105 to report power cuts and damage to the electricity 

network, or 0800 3163 105 (from a corded phone or mobile phone 
if you have no power).

Visit www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk for the latest updates.
Visit www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/powercut and type in their 

postcode to view our live power cut map.
Tweet @ukpowernetworks to report a power cut or to receive 

updates
We advise people to stay clear of power lines and report dam-

aged power lines immediately by calling 105 free from either a 
landline or a mobile phone. If they see electricity lines that are 
down or causing significant risk to the public they should call 999.

We provide extra help to customers on our Priority Service 
Register during a power cut. Households with older or disabled 
people, those with children under five, or where someone uses 
medical or mobility equipment that requires electricity as well as 
other reasons can join the register. You can find out more informa-
tion about our Priority Service on our website: ukpowernetworks.
co.uk/priority

UK Power Networks

Seasonal UK
Power Networks

information

Fields at Back Road planning application site
Picture taken by John Bald



 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR WINDOWS, GUTTERS, 
FASCIAS, CONSERVATORIES AND PATIO CLEANING 

 

Tel. 01223 893529 Mob. 07587 866309 

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
shinewindowcleaningservices@gmail.com 

Bespoke massage and chiropractic care 
for aches and pains

Specific techniques for pregnancy and children
15 years’ experience
Call 07870568548

www.cambridgefamilychiro.co.uk

Cambridgeshire Family
Chiropractic Centre

PLUMBLINE 
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER 
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE 
  
 
Call John on 
01223 893903 
Fully Qualified and Insured 

Including Property Maintenance 
Painting: Tiling: Plastering: Carpentry         

Friendly and Reliable Service No Job Too Small 

Supcik@talktalk.net 

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

Residential Sales and Lettings 
 Local Linton Office 
 Cambridge Office 
 Specialists: Linton & Local Villages 
 20 Years Experience 
Do You Need Help With Your Property? 

www.admiralestates/linton  

ADMIRAL  ESTATES 

Call us Now:  01223 891227  

Working with Terry Waite 
& Emmaus Cambridge 
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LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
The Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 Clerk to the council – Ms Kathryn Wiseman

 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com
Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/lintonpc
Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday 9am – 12noon. Closed on a Thursday. 
Or by appointment

Dates for full council meetings:
15th March and 19th April 2018

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre 
commencing at 7.30pm

ABBREVIATED minutes of the Linton Parish Council (LPC/
PC) meeting held at the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 18th 
January 2018.

Present: Cllr Paul Poulter (chairman); Cllr Merrie Mannassi 
(vice-chairman); Cllr Simon Hill, Cllr Graham Potter; Cllr Chris 
Hine; Cllr Amy Smith; Cllr John Bald; Cllr Angharad Hammond; 
Cllr Dr Brian Cox. Clerk: Ms Kathryn Wiseman. County & District 
Cllr Henry Batchelor; District Cllr John Batchelor. Members of 
the public: two.

Apologies for absence: Cllrs Enid Bald. Kate Kell, Brian 
Manley, Chris Negus and Dr Beatrice Ward.

Councillors’ declarations of interest: Cllr Poulter and Cllr 
Hine declared a pecuniary interest in the update on the Horseh-
eath Road planning applications item. Cllr Hammond declared 
a pecuniary interest in the update on the Back Road planning 
application item. Cllr Mannassi declared an interest in an item 
within the confidential section of the meeting relating to office 
space in the village hall.

Councillor vacancies: There is currently one vacancy avail-
able for co-option.

Previous minutes: The chairman put to council to decide if 
it was wished to make the previously confidential minutes of the 
2nd January 2018 public. This was proposed by Cllr J Bald and 
seconded by Cllr Hine and put to a vote with six for, none against 
and three abstentions. Agreed.

Planning matters: Update on planning applications 
S/1969/15/OL and S/2553/16/OL, Horseheath Road, Linton, fol-
lowing the public inquiry. Cllr E Bald was unable to attend due 
to the Back Road public inquiry so Cllr Poulter led on this item 
in her absence. Cllr Poulter advised that Linton had put forward 
a very strong and reasonable case. Cllr Poulter also thanked the 
clerking team for all their administrational support through the 
inquiries. It was also noted that South Cambridgeshire District 
Council (SCDC) had indicated that they would apply for costs 
against the Diocese of Ely and the planning inspector indicated 
that he will not be looking to award any funds against the parish 
council. It was noted that the inquiry seemed to have been con-
ducted in a fair manner and that it was felt that LPC put forward 
the best case possible, as the only objecting party following the 
withdrawal from SCDC at the opening of the inquiry.

Update on planning application S/0096/17/OL, Back Road, 
Linton, for up to 95 new dwellings: Cllr E Bald was unable to 
attend so District Cllr John Batchelor provided an update for 
council. Cllr Batchelor advised that this appeal was far more 
promising from SCDC’s view and stated this this was aided by 
the fact that Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) highways 
stuck to their guns and continued to call for refusal. It was also 
noted that LPC’s highways spokesman put forward a very strong 
case. Jean Kelly, a resident from Hildersham, was thanked as well 
as Cllr E Bald, chairman of planning for LPC, by Cllr John Bald 
for their work and research on the road measurements which 
supported this and provided critical information.

Report on the SCDC planning committee meeting of the 6th 
December 2017: Written report by Cllr E Bald: Noted. District 
and County Cllr Henry Batchelor spoke on this item as he was in 
attendance at this meeting. Cllr Batchelor advised that the main 
item of interest at this meeting was the third Horseheath Road 
planning application (S/3405/17/OL for up to 42 dwellings on 
the same site as those currently at appeal) it was advised that 
this was deferred based upon ‘insufficient public consultation’. 
What happens with this application is now highly dependent upon 
the outcome of the public inquiry. The other item of interest on 
this agenda was the 1 Horseheath Road application which was 
unanimously refused very quickly as it was deemed that this site 
could not accommodate nine dwellings. 

Report on the meeting with the CCC floods management team 
on the 8th December 2017: Written report submitted by Cllr E 
Bald: Noted. (*Please see report on this page).

District and County Councillors’ reports & business: The 
five year land supply has been a key element of the appeals and 
SCDC is now coming to the end of the Local Plan inspection 

process as this is now out to consultation. By the end of Febru-
ary the process should be complete and SCDC is hoping to hear 
feedback and if this has been accepted around June/July time, 
however it has been advised that it could be as late as October. 
At least some weight was given to the emerging Local Plan at 
the appeals. Nothing that has been refused now should be heard 
at appeal now until the Local Plan comes into play as there is 
typically around a six month turnaround. It was also noted that 
Linton is currently one of the most beset upon parishes in the 
country at the moment.

The District Cllrs also noted that the rules regarding affordable 
housing is about to change as following April 2018 there will be 
no obligation for affordable houses for anything below eleven 
houses. Given this it was suggested that the district council do not 
expect the resubmission for 1 Horseheath Road to be until after 
April 2018, as this will directly affect their application.

Traffic matters: A resident, Mr Coleman, had written regard-
ing HGV use of Back Road between Linton and Abington. 

As County and District Cllr Henry Batchelor was in attendance 
at the meeting he was asked to speak on this item. CCC highways 
advised that as the road runs between Linton and Hildersham it 
would have to be the two parish councils which would apply 
for this. This was discussed and it was noted that this topic had 
been brought to council previously, when it was decided not to 
progress with as it was thought that this would encourage lorries 
to drive through the centre of the village. Upon review of this 
information it was decided that these aspects would need to be 
researched into and it was decided to delegate the matter to the 
traffic working group to evaluate further. The clerk was requested 
to respond to Mr Coleman to advise him of this and assure him 
he would be updated accordingly.

PRESENT: Rebecca Roberts and Hilary Ellis from CCC and Enid 
Bald from Linton Parish Council.

Synopsis: The problems regarding the major planning appli-
cations were described, with emphasis on our surrounding hills, 
the river, surface water and river flooding, but also included the 
floodplain restoration work, work to fulfil riparian duties, etc.

I took them for a tour of the current major planning applications, 
to see the problems for themselves. The undulating countryside, 
the valley, the surface water flow lines, road flooding, possible 
SUDS overflow routes and the river flooding areas were pointed 
out, along with the problems of each area and submission site. 

I well understand that the team, as statutory consultees, have 
to work on the data submitted by the applicant, and just how 
busy they are (40+ applications a month - each!). They can give 
views and required conditioning, but they would like to have 
local knowledge to help form these views. So, thoughts on the 
following include:
Back Road - the slopes are really steep, and residents are already 
at risk. Water would need to be held back throughout the site 
(reducing the area for housing). Problems of the SUDS next to 
the road discussed.
Bartlow Road - they had not realised the height of the A1307 
above the site - known to have been called The Causeway - and the 
name of the fields below it. The line of the river and the amount 
of run-off from the fields was pointed out, along with the extent 
of the floods in 2001 and more recent water levels held back by 
the work at Leadwell Meadows.
Balsham Road - they saw the slopes and the site of the potential 
SUDS. Made aware of the extent of the aquifer, and importance 
of this - noted the water tower.
Horseheath Road - They saw the site from Bartlow Road, 
Horseheath Road, Martins Lane and gardens at Harefield Rise - 
thank you to the Clarksons! The bunds (and screening hedges) 
are shown as inside gardens on the indicative plan - these need 
to be outside of gardens and able to be protected. Bunds could be 
disrupted by animals using this as a corridor, and springs under-
neath. Soakaways are seen to span gardens - they need to be in 

individual gardens. Hedges cannot be planted on top of bunds so 
extra space is needed for them, reducing the space available for 
housing, etc. The SUDS tank would be above the level of housing 
- seen from the view of Beggars Roost. Possible springs coming 
from between chalk layers - Spring lines - into current housing.

They saw the slope and the valley across the site, from all angles, 
including from gardens. They saw how high the field was above 
the gardens in Harefield Rise. They saw the hedge along the side 
of Lonsdale and that there was a 1m strip alongside and beyond 
the hedge that did not belong to the applicant. The porocity tests 
failed 3/4 the first time, 1/4 the next time. Suggest that they are 
repeated in Feb/March ie not after a long dry spell. Groundwater 
levels to be investigated. Effect on the aquifer to be investigated. 

It was a very friendly and informative meeting - it is just a 
shame that the team are so pressed with applications that they 
cannot come out to sites as often as they would like to.

Cllr Enid Bald

Mr Charlton had written regarding the A1307 strategy proposal 
– dualling and board WSP report. It was noted by council that this 
is completely different form the Greater City Deal Partnership 
as this is from the Haverhill Chamber of Commerce which has 
no current standing or funding at the moment. It was advised by 
the District Councillors that this is not believed that is viable or 
will lead to any outcome.

Consideration of correspondence received: SCDC regard-
ing Cleaner Communities pilot scheme and interest form: It was 
questioned as to whether or not this equipment could be booked 
out for use by the village custodian. This was met with some 
debate as to whether training or a licence would be required for 
the larger equipment. Cllr Poulter proposed that Cllr Mannassi 
be tasked to review this, this was seconded by Cllr Cox. Agreed.

Cambridgeshire ACRE invitation to renew annual membership: 
It was proposed that this membership should be renewed by Cllr 
Cox and this was seconded by Cllr Smith. Agreed.

Cambs Community Foundation regarding the Amey Com-
munity Fund grant 2012: Clerk to research and respond. It was 
noted that both sets of swings have been renewed since the 
original installation.

SCDC regarding the Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire 
Local Plan: It was discussed by council as whether LPC had any 
united opinions or comments they wished to raise as a body. It 
was recommended by Cllr Poulter that this should be commented 
on by LPC and it should be a positive comment of support. It was 
proposed by Cllr Poulter that he would draft a letter on behalf of 
LPC of a positive nature of support. This was seconded by Cllr 
Smith. Agreed.

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents 
referred to above can be inspected at the parish council office.

*Report of meeting with the CCC floods management team on 8th December 2017
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