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THE BELLS OF ST MARY’S ARE BACK

TREES are planted for
the benefit of future

generations. If your chil-
dren had anything to do
with this vandalism, the
mindless criminal snapping
of a sapling (pictured left),
don’t disown them, sort
them out before vandalism
becomes a way of life.

The three aspen trees
were a gift to the village
from the Linton News
Team to recognise how
trees are the basis of paper-
making for the 2,200 copies
of the Linton News distrib-
uted each month.

Linton tree warden, Mrs

Susan Anderson organises
the planting and care of
new trees and shrubs each
year.

She is devastated that this
magnificent gift from the
Linton News has been so
wilfully damaged.

LNT

THE bells are
back. They have
been refur-

bished at Whites of
Appleton, near Oxford,
and were returned to St

Mary’s church at the
end of February.

 They were finally raised
to the bell chamber on 7/8th

March aided by a team of
helpers.

The final adjustments
were made on 17th March and
the bells were test rung first
singly and then as a peal of
six for the first time.

The bell adviser of the Ely
Diocesan Association was on
hand to sign them off and he
was fully satisfied with their
‘go’ and tone. So from now

on we hope to continue where
we left off last October, ring-
ing for Sunday morning serv-
ices, weddings etc. and prac-
tising on Wednesday eve-
nings.

However, the extra bell
that we now have needs an
extra ringer; so to ensure we
always have enough, we
would like to recruit some
more learners.

If you have ever thought
you might like to join in this
fascinating and worthwhile
activity, please contact Keith
Nightingale on 891806 or
Mike Ellis on 892257.

There will be a service of
rededication of the bells by
the Bishop of Huntingdon at
6pm on Sunday 17th April to
which all are invited.

Keith Nightingale

One of the vandalised aspens

The Linton News gift to the village: the three intact aspens just after they were planted

Taking a break
during the raising

of the bells are,
left to right,

Jacqui Burge,
Alan Plume,

Jackie Latham,
Barry Wallman,

Keith
Nightingale,

Derek Careless
(Great Shelford),

and Graham
Clifton from

Whites.  Other
helpers not

pictured were
Peter Mudge and
Michael Collier

Photo by Leslie Allison

Weekly: Whist Drive, 7.30pm, Mondays  Village Hall
Weekly: Men’s Keep Fit Club, 8pm, Mondays LVC
Weekly: Linton Chess Club, 7.30pm, Tuesdays Village Hall
Weekly: WEA class, 10am-11.30am, Tuesdays Village Hall
Weekly: Story Time, 2.15pm-2.45pm, Tuesdays Library
Weekly: IT Club, 7pm, Tuesdays Cathodeon Centre
Weekly: Linton Radio Race Car Club, 6pm-10pm, Wednesdays VH
Weekly: Tots in Tow, 10am-11.30am Wednesdays in term time V H
Weekly: Rock Cafe, 1.30pm-3pm, Wednesdays in term timeVH
Weekly: Little Acorns, 10am-11.30am, Thursdays VH
Weekly: Carpet Bowls, 7.30pm, Thursdays VH
Weekly: Bridge Club, 7pm, Fridays Cathodeon Centre
Weekly: Ladies netball,  7pm-8.30pm, Mondays Sports Centre

APRIL
  2 Farmers market’, 10am LVC
  3 Camera Club awayday, 9.30am Coles Lane Car Park

5 WI, 7.30pm Village Hall
6 SCDC housing surgery, 1.30pm-6pm Village Hall
7 Luncheon Club, 12.15pm The Crown
7 Linton Parish Council, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
9 Addenbrooke’s fundraiser ball, 7.30pm-midnight LVC

10 Parish Walk,  St Mary’s  1.30pm or Bartlow church 2.30pm
12 PPIH Forum meeting, 7pm-9pm Cathodeon Centre
12 VIP, 2pm Chalklands Community Centre
12 Garden Club, 7.30pm Village Hall
13 Linton Granta Bowls  1st Roll-up, 2pm Bowls Club
14 ACEs coach trip, 10.30am Village Hall
16 Jumble Sale, 2pm Symonds Nursing Home
16 Music Society – William Fong, piano, 7.30pm LVC
17 Bells rededication, 6pm St Mary’s
17 Family Ice Skating, midday-4pm Linton Heights School
19 Historical Society , 7.30pm Village Hall
20 CAMTAD, Hearing help 9am-12noon Health Centre
20 SCDC housing surgery, 1.30pm-6pm Village Hall
20 Linton Granta Bowls subs. evening, 6pm-8pm The Pavilion
21 Linton Parish Council, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
27 Citizens Advice Bureau, 1.30pm-2.30pm Village Hall
28 Co-workers knitting, 10am-12 noon URC
30 Jumble Sale Friends of Guiding, 2pm Infants’ School

MAY
  3 WI, 7.30pm Village Hall

5 Luncheon Club, 12.15pm The Crown
5 Parish Council meeting, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
7 Jumble Sale Chestnut Playgroup, 2pmLinton Fire Station

  7 Farmers market’, 10am LVC
7/8 Open days, 2pm Newport Croquet Club
10 VIP, 2pm Chalklands Community Centre
10 Fair for Asthma UK, 10am-4pm Chilford Hall
14 Plant sale, 10am-12noon 3 Mill Lane
14 Bingo Night Linton Infants’ School
15 Parish Walk, 11.15am St Mary’s Church
17 Linton Historical Society, 7.30pm Village Hall

LINTON DIARY
To guarantee entry into this diary please ensure that your

event is written into the diary in the Post Office.
Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition

Also send an email with your event details to
diary@linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-
5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thursday Closed; Fri-
day 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon.

Refuse collection: 4th, 18th, May 2nd.
Recycling collection: 11th, 25th

Your children
could have
done this.
Are you
happy to let
them get
away with it
and shame
our village?

Keep fit and sup-
port St Mary’s
parish walk

10th April
  See page 2



Cobalt Cars
Personal Driving Service

AIRPORTS – WEDDINGS

SPORTS EVENTS

For all Business or Personal 

occasions

Advanced Bookings call Bill

07815 811834

cobalt_cars@hotmail.com

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 

SILVERLINE TOOLS
Unit 2 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 
Cambridge, CB1 6XN

Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931
Fax: 01223 894122

Linton Computer Services
Tel 01223 893006

Mobile 07947 660810

Email sales@lintoncs.co.uk

Your Computer Problems Are Our Business

PC Sales & Repairs
Home Calls, Collection & Delivery
PC Servicing
Upgrade Services
Office & Home Networking
Data Recovery
Virus Help

www.lintoncs.co.uk

Inkjet Cartridges Now In Stock!
Epson
Canon

Hewlett Packard
Lexmark

LCS Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling

Door / Window Replacement

Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening

Painting, Decorating

Flat Pack Assembly

Chris & Steve
Linton Property Maintenance

Chris Fletcher

01223 897233 (Home)

0777 5538095 (Mobile)

Steve Jackson

(Home) 01223 893114 / 893896

(Mobile) 07963 854653

HOME SELECTION

FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING

All types of flooring 
available

Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

IMPROVE YOUR
SPANISH AT HOME
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FROM WHERE I’M SITTING
by TONY SMITH

I AM gazing regretfully into the field next door to my bungalow
in Paynes Meadow, which has been a somewhat barren piece

of land for the last three and a half years, and I’m wondering how
many people are waiting for building work to start so they can see
their new homes develop over the coming year.

I remember feeling both impatient and excited while Paynes
Meadow was being built, and immune during this time to the
hostile reactions and protestations of many local residents whose
daily lives were affected by traffic, noise and mud. Soon, my
peace will be broken too. Our dog Katie will no longer be able to
wander about the field, and the unofficial footpath that has been
trodden from the Rivey path to Paynes Meadow will be closed.
I may miss the wind blowing over the metal barriers and gates,
causing it to wail mournfully at night keeping me awake, but not
too much. I will miss the myriad of wildlife that graced our
overgrown scrubland and the Rivey panther will have to retire to
the northern fields once again.

I spent a great deal of my childhood at my grandparents’ house
at Merton Place in Littlebury where Roberto Kirby and I built a
dam across the road in heavy rain which a car only demolished
after it had been in situ for three days, indicating the amount of
traffic that was on village roads back then. I am sure there are
some of you who no doubt remember when our villages had a
very small proportion of the vehicles we have now, but we find
the amount of traffic has changed while our little roads have not,
so trying to find a solution to these problems seems an insur-
mountable task.

We all know that trying to reduce the gridlock in Linton by
means of a one-way system will result in both benefit and
hardship, but the trials starting later this month surely show that
at least some attempt is being made. Getting out on to the A1307
means either a long wait or what I call city driving, nudging out
and relying on the goodwill of other drivers not to hit your car.
The other way is to move the problem to Abington or Fulbourn,
taking the once single track roads to Balsham or Back Road
through to Abington where again drivers can happily have a
shave, read the paper, make a few telephone calls or sit and
fume in the hope that a space in the traffic will magically
appear.

I really feel for those of you who have to do this every day so
I have devised a cunning plan. Obviously we cannot have a
bypass to bypass the bypass, so a fly-over is what’s needed along
with the upgrading of all local roads to Cambridge to dual
carriageways with a bus lane. A park and ride scheme to both
Haverhill and Cambridge from Linton would be handy as well
but I have a horrible feeling that it may well cost a few bob. I
reckon the only way of generating enough money for the project
is to build more houses.

Am I the only one who is interested in Percy Dalton’s new
warehouse, distribution and manufacturing centre? How on
earth are they going to get their lorries out of Haverhill to ports,
motorways or the A14, or are our roads able to cope with extra
industry and homes? I think we all know the answer.

Avid readers may know that Gill, our Linton parish clerk, is
leaving the job at the end of May. This is very sad news but I can
exclusively reveal from Andy, Gill’s father, that she is actually
emigrating to take charge of the Swiss Navy. Other positions
being considered are that of Baghdad parish clerk and Israeli
community liaison officer. I am sure that these jobs will be much
easier than the one she has now!

Please take care of yourselves and one another and I’ll try very
hard to see you all next month. THE Chestnut Playgroup

will be holding a jumble
sale at Linton Fire Station at
2pm on Saturday 7th May.

If you have donations,
please bring them to the fire
station on the morning of the
sale and leave by the side door,
or telephone:

Angela Riley 893125

THIS is an ecumenical group
working together at sort-

ing and packing lightweight
clothing for men, women and
children which is then sent to
the Missionary Sisters who
care for the sick and the dying
in India.

We knit squares for blan-
kets, and baby clothes, which
also go to India. We meet in the
URC building, Horn Lane from
10am to 12noon on the fourth
Thursday of each month.

We would be grateful for
clean, lightweight clothing for
men, women and children, and
any unwanted knitting wool.

More workers welcome.
Come and join us.

For more information please
contact:

Maureen Harper 891696

FRIDAY 4th March was the
night when Linton dads put

the children to bed while their
wives and partners flocked to
the Heights junior school for
Ladies’ night.

Organised by Linton Granta
playgroup and toddlers, this was
the first evening of its kind, but
we hope not the last. It provided
a chance to sample various
health and beauty treatments in-
cluding manicures and make-
up, relaxing head massages and
aromatherapy.

Stalls provided both tempt-
ing shopping opportunities and
a chance to find out more about
services offered locally, includ-
ing flower arrangements, jew-
ellery, cosmetics and comple-
mentary healthcare. A prize for
a complete ‘makeover’ was won
by Janet Hann.

All ticket holders enjoyed a
free glass of wine, and refresh-
ments were available, kindly
provided by The Crown Inn,
Linton Tandoori Restaurant,
The Dog and Duck and Suzanne
Sexton. The pudding stall
proved to be particularly popu-
lar!

The total profit from the
evening was an extremely im-
pressive £580, which will be
put to very good use by the
playgroup and toddler group.

The playgroup committee
were delighted to welcome so
many new faces from outside
the group, as well as our very
supportive parents.

We would like to thank all
the stall holders, everybody who
helped and in particular Anna
McMahon, whose imagination
and organisational skills made
the evening such a success.

Frances Reynolds

LADIES, did you enjoy net-
ball at school and would

like to play again? Or would
you just like to have a go?

The Linton Ladies’ netball
group meets from 7pm to
8.30pm on Monday evening at
Linton village college sports
centre.

We are an informal group
of women of mixed ability
who meet to have some fun
in a team environment with
the added bonus of keeping
fit.

Most of us haven’t played
since school and yet have a
great time. We would be de-
lighted if more ladies joined
us.

For more information please
contact me:

Bridget Savill 892299

ONCE again, there is a pro-
gramme of three walks

this summer in support of the
Friends of St Mary’s. These
will be held on 10th April, 15th

May and 25th September. The
walks will visit local areas of
interest on which there will be
a short presentation.

The walk on 10th April will
depart from Bartlow church at
2.30pm (or from St Mary’s Lin-
ton at 1.30pm for the keen
ones). It will visit the three
hills tumuli in Bartlow, from
which the local public house
takes its name, and Bartlow
church (with the round tower).
The distance will be approxi-
mately five miles from Bar-
tlow or nine miles if starting
from Linton.

On 15th May the walk will
depart from St Mary’s Church
Linton at 11.15am and will in-
clude a pub lunch in the Bal-
sham/West Wratting area. This
will be a longer walk of around
10 miles. The location of the
final walk in September will be
settled nearer the time.

Here is a chance to get some
exercise, maybe to learn some-
thing new about where we live,
as well as to meet and talk. The
experienced walks leader, John
Wintle, will be your guide. He
can be contacted on 893410 if
further information is required.
Anybody is welcome, but
please dress for the weather
and ground conditions.

John Wintle

NEWPORT croquet club
in Frambury Lane is eas-

ily accessible and has good
clubhouse facilities with
three excellent lawns where
association and golf croquet
are played.

We should be delighted to
welcome you for a trial game.
The season starts on 3rd April
and there are “open days”
from 2pm onwards on 7th and
8th May for anyone who
would like to have a go. Cro-
quet is a game for all ages and
abilities. All equipment is
supplied including, for new-
comers, mallets and tuition.
For more details please con-
tact:

Jim Potter 891211
John Gordon 01799 542090
or Ann Gates 01279 812419

Ever thought
about croquet?

It’s sale time
at Chestnuts

Netball’s a
great game

Co-workers of
Mother Teresa

Ladies’
night ...

oh, what a
fundraiser!

Summer
walks

STAFF at the sports cen-
tre at Linton Village Col-

lege are very pleased with the
progress being made on the
new facilities there.

The fitness suite extension
is now well under way and is
still due for completion at the
end of July, and ready for use
by the end of the summer holi-
days once it has been furnished
with new equipment.

Work has begun on the
rubber crumb astro turf pitch

Crumbs! It’s shaping up

Picture by Danielle Pike
Progress is being made on the fitness suite extension

which should also be ready
for use in July. It will be avail-
able for public use, and the
sports centre is now taking
bookings.

The work on the playing
fields has also begun.

For more information please
call:

Danielle Pike, sports
centre assistant manager

890248 or e-mail
lintoncommunitysportscentre

@hotmail.co.uk

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

If you are interested in improving
your Spanish, contact:

Sue Hodges (01223) 891521 or
sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

*experienced teacher*
*Lessons in your own home*

*free initial assessment/consultation*
* tailored to your requirements*

Thanks for the jumble
MANY thanks to every

one who turned out
their jumble and supported
our sale on 5th March, espe-
cially to those who resisted
the flyer appeal from a com-
mercial enterprise for
clothes for the third world,
and saved their unwanted

items for the Guides.
We raised £350, includ-

ing £36 from the cake stall
organised for the benefit of
the four Guides selected to
attend an international camp
this summer.
Kate France on behalf of

Linton Guides, 891602

E L E C T R I C A L

Electrical Installations
Periodic Inspection Reports

Tel: 01223 893 497
Mobile: 07976 838 373

N.C. Bowden



Bike 
RepairsBBike

ANYTHING YOU NEED 
DOING TO YOUR BIKE,
CALL   07813389503

REPAIR
S FITTINGS
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NEW PARTS

Linton Beauty Clinic

113 High Street, Linton    Tel: 01223 890303

All aspects of beauty therapy undertaken by 

qualified therapist; MGPBT, ITEC

IBD GEL NAIL EXTENSION AND

FAST TANNING SUNBEDS AVAILABLE

Please pop in for price list or 

free consultation on beauty treatments

'EAGLE-LEGAL'
LEGAL CONSULTANCY

HELP & SUPPORT

Property Matters 
Probate/Wills

Matrimonial Problems
Legal Assistance

Debt Collection

Contract Dispute

Low Fees
Sound Advice, Home Appointments
For free quotation, no obligation:

Tel: 01799 520613

Mobile: 07811 897752

Website: www.eagle-legal.co.uk

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

Clean plates, Clean glasses, 
Clean prep. surfaces, Clean toilets

Economically, Purely, simply biologically
Many choices from a range of detergents -

degreasers - descalers - toilet rolls - 
kitchen rolls - powders and liquids. 

Daily deliveries- monthly accounts- c.o.d.  

P
O

IN
T
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T

POINT CONTACT
AT THE GRIP

Cash and Collect
Telephone 01223 894000

For  

Hygiene products business to business

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

Beauty Salon
Facials,Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Aromatherapy, Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ing,  Make-Up, 

Colour analysis,  Ear 
Piercing, Sunbed etc.

Tel Carol 893590
BABTAC, ITEC

L I N T O N

Roses
Join us at:

The
Cathodeon Centre

High Street, Linton

Every Monday
At 7pm

Tel.
      Lesley:- 01223  248352Mandy 01763 853116
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Dear Editor
The family of the late Evelyn Sparrow would
like to thank all her friends and neighbours for
their generous donation to the Leukaemia
Research Fund.

 The amazing total was £450. We thank you
all so much.
Sincerely,
Ivor, June and Daphne Sparrow,
60 Chalklands

Dear Editor,
I should like to thank Mr and Mrs Powell for
welcoming us to the Old Manor House for the
NSPCC coffee morning, also everyone who
came to spend their money, gave donations or
helped in any way. £619 was the magnificent
sum raised, which will be used in the Eastern
Region to protect children at risk.
Susan Anderson, 3 Mill Lane
891623

Dear Editor
More speed reduction,
please. The recent bad
weather has contributed
to a spate of minor acci-
dents on the A1307 around
Linton.

 But so far, there have
been no more deaths or
serious injury this year.
Phew!

The new inter-active
signs are working and
they do slow down most
drivers.

But the road has two
fast stretches of dual car-
riageway and the pace of
traffic through busy Lin-
ton/Bartlow/Camps junc-
tions is too fast.

Talking to numerous in-
formed people who under-
stand the issues, it is clear that
speed is a fundamental cause
for a great deal of severe in-
jury accidents, especially
when there are cars turning
across the traffic flow.

Now is the time to act –
Linton High Street is about to
become one-way (at least for a
trial period) and this will en-
courage drivers to use other
A1307 junctions, thereby hav-
ing to join or cross traffic run-
ning at 60 mph.

Accordingly, an expansion
of the 40mph zone beyond the
current Linton High Street/
The Grip junctions would

help to reduce accidents and
assist road users to enter and
exit the A1307 more safely.

I have taken this idea to
the Access 1307 group, spo-
ken to our local police and
our MP Jim Paice, who all
agree that we should register
our support for this revision
to a lower speed limit.

The next stage is to lobby
the County Council and to
get local support for this
common sense approach to
prevent accidents by way of
a petition.
Peter Hase,
Woodpeckers,
Cambridge Road,
Balsham

Less speed on the A1307
Dear Editor
Thank you for running the
article about the forthcoming
Oxfam Walk in last month’s
Linton News. The date for
this year’s walk is May 15th.

If any of your readers can
help to marshal or steward this
year please telephone 01223
891921 or send an email

gencies Fund. A very big
thank you to the many people
from the Linton area who
walked or helped last year.
We hope to see you again on
Sunday 15th May at Wimpole
for the new routes.
Carrie Travers, Amherst,
3 Horn Lane

t o c a r o l i n e t r a v e r s
@amherst3hl.fsnet.co.uk

Thanks to the publicity the
Linton News has given the
walk, several people have al-
ready contacted me kindly of-
fering to help.

The 2004 walk raised over
£44,000 for Oxfam’s Emer-

Post and email addresses and deadline for letters on page 8
Please note: All letters for publication must be supplied with a full name and address to enable us to check their authenticity.

Any letters without these details will not be printed.

OUR THANKS

SOUTH Cambridgeshire
District Council is carry-

ing out a review of its housing
service, called the housing op-
tions appraisal.

This is a government re-
quirement to consider differ-
ent options for managing and
maintaining council homes. It
will help the Council find out
what improvements tenants
want to see to their homes, and
enable council officers to look
at different ways the housing
stock could be owned and man-
aged.

The third in a series of
newsletters is at present on its
way to tenants explaining all
the options for the future own-
ership and management of the
Council’s homes, with a sur-
vey that will ask tenants for
their views on the different
options. To find out more

SHIATSU practitioner
Cindy Faulkner says

spring is a crucial time of
year for health as people gear
up after a winter of ‘lying
low’.

The reverse happens in
late summer when we start
to wind down into autumn.
In China, one would nor-
mally have a constitutional
treatment at these times as a
boost to one’s health.

Shiatsu treatment works
to balance the elements in a
person by working on the
body’s energy grid merid-
ians.

These are, in part, linked
to our diet, behaviour and
lifestyle and how harmoni-
ous this is with the season
and place.

For details, contact Cindy
at the Linton Comple-
mentary Health Centre,
2 Bartlow Road.

0845-4309120
A full version of this article
is on the LN website

AN enlightening and
most interesting talk

on the Lifeboat Institu-
tion was the highlight of the
WI March meeting.

The speaker, Mr Michael
Porter, has been involved with
the RNLI for nearly 30 years as
a supporter and fund-raiser.

Founded in 1824 for the
‘Saving of Life at Sea’, the
RNLI has 231 stations in Brit-
ain and Southern Ireland, with
approximately 4,800 people on
call, of whom 380 are women.

Apart from the coxwain,
who has to maintain the boat
and all its hi-tech gear, every-
one else is a volunteer. Even so,
annual costs are enormous.
They amount to £240,000 a day
because all the equipment must
always be first class.

With several new members
recently joining us, we hope to
have an informal gathering in
April to give them the chance
to get to know us and each
other better.

As the March meeting had
fallen during ‘Fair Trade fort-
night’ there was a small visual
display and all prizes in the

about the housing options ap-
praisal before returning the
survey, tenants are invited to a
drop-in session on Wednes-
day 6th April from 1.30pm-
3pm at the Village Hall in
Coles Lane, Linton.

Displays and fact sheets will
be available and representa-
tives from the independent ten-
ant adviser, PS Consultants,
will be on hand to answer ques-
tions with local tenant repre-
sentatives and council officers.

The council wants to know
your views on the future of
council housing before a final
decision is made. Make sure
you have your say.

If you would like more in-
formation about the housing
options appraisal, please
contact Tracey Cassidy,
the Council’s tenant participa-
tion officer on 01954 713271
or send her an email to
optionsappraisal@scambs.gov.uk

If you would like to speak to
PS Consultants, call freephone
on 0800 019 2262 or email
p s n o r t h e a s t
@psconsultants.org.uk

raffle were Fair Trade items.
The next meeting will be on
Tuesday 5th April in the Vil-
lage Hall. It will be our annual
meeting and will start at
7.30pm.

Clare Neville

THE Hildersham WI speaker
in February was Rev David
Reindorp who delivered
amusing stories about his life.
He said he was descended
from Prussian aristocracy,
hence his name. He initially

Tales about saving life at sea
and an aristocrat from Prussia

Council homes:
Have your say

Helping the village hall

went into business in the
City, but soon realised his
calling was the Church. He is
now the Rural Dean of Cam-
bridge and chaplain to the
Honourable Artillery Com-
pany.

The President Mrs Di
Arkwright gave the vote of
thanks, Mrs Pauline Franklin
and MrsGillian Anderson pro-
vided delicious refreshments
and members were reminded
about the annual meeting.

Gillian Anderson

A healthy
start to
spring

1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012123456789

Readers write

GREAT and Little
Abington are trying to

raise funds to rebuild their vil-
lage hall which is nearly 100
years old and in desperate need
of renovation.

The villagers have formed
the Abington Society which is
committed to holding fund-
raising events every month,
some for fun and some for se-
rious fund-raising.

Anyone can join the society
and membership gives you dis-

counted entry to society events
as well as free membership to
some clubs and groups which
use the hall. Our next event is
an Indoor car boot sale (with-
out the cars) from 2pm-5pm on
Saturday, 16th April in
Abington village hall.

There will be teas, cakes and
a raffle. There are still a few
stalls available and everyone is
welcome. For details, please
call:

Margo Stevens 893651



Stevens
solicitors

Quality Advice From Experienced Lawyers

25 High Street, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8AD

Tel: (01440) 762511   Fax: (01440) 703873

also at Thorn House, 11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1EH

Tel: 01799 526849 Fax: 01899 524799

• FITTED KITCHENS /
BEDROOMS /WARDROBES

• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS
• ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390
www.watkinsjoinery.freeserve.co.uk

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURANCE WORK

UNDERTAKEN

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone (01799) 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough
to deal with most accountancy and taxation matters

(ranging from personal tax returns to audit of
limited companies).

For an initial consultation (without obligation)
please contact Richard King

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon 9-5 pm
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens 
Monday & Tuesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
 Wednesday & ThursdayCambridge 892263

16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎

Kumon: an education for life
Whatever your child wants to achieve in life, a 
solid foundation in maths and English is 
essential. With the year-round Kumon 
programmes, children develop confidence, 
discipline and study skills that last them a 
lifetime.

Call your local Kumon study centre today

LINTON CENTRE

MRS K TUMBER 01223 893578

For almost 50 years, children around the world have 
benefited from studying the Kumon maths and native 
language programmes. 45,000 children of all ages and 
abilities are currently enrolled at study centres 

throughout the UK.
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Women’s world
day of prayer

THE Camera Club outing
on 6th March was a morn-

ing trip to the Country Park at
Milton where 13 regulars plus
two new members enjoyed a
photographic excursion
around this popular area.

We were fortunate to have a
dry morning and the flourish-
ing and established park pro-
vided a variety of subjects for
photography with easy access
from the network of paths. The
mixture of woodland, grass and
water areas allowed the oppor-
tunity for wildlife photogra-

All change
at LA4Y

Nature on our doorstep

A view over one of the lakes at Milton Park
Picture by Ron Pitkin

phy, limited of course at this
time of the year, but the swans
and wintering ducks on the
flooded gravel pits provided
the necessary challenge to get
a good shot.

The reed beds by the ponds
and in the woodlands the snow-
drops and crocuses gave a
splash of colour in the overcast
conditions. Anglers and fam-
ily groups intent on feeding the
swans created human interest.
There is always the desire to
get that different shot and in
the quieter areas of the park

woodpeckers and wrens were
seen.

Close to the car park with
views over Todd’s Lake, the
visitor centre with coffee kiosk
was a welcome rendezvous at
the end of our visit.

The next away day is 3rd

April, to Marshall’s retail site,
Newmarket Road, Cambridge.
Meet in the car park at Coles
Lane at 9.30am.

Please note that the Camera
Club’s new website address is
www.lintoncameraclub.org.uk/

Alex Todd

LINTON Action for Youth
(LA4Y) has been deliver-

ing youth work in Linton for
more than seven years. Our
public face has always been the
drop-in centre on the recrea-
tion ground and the informal
club nights held there. The
drop-in is just the tip of the
iceberg; most of our work is
with individuals, small groups
and families offering informa-
tion, guidance and support.

We work closely with the
village schools, social services,
the health service and the po-
lice. By most measures our
work has been a success; we
are held up as an example of
good practice for others.

However, fashions change
as do the demands of young
people so the service we offer
also needs to change to meet
current needs. With a falling
off in numbers attending the
drop-in we decided to change
direction. The emphasis is now
on offering more structured
evenings; there’s a girls’ night,
a boys’ pool club, an outreach
project on the streets of Linton
and an Information Café on
Saturday evenings.

The outreach project is pro-
viding an opportunity for
young people to give their
views on antisocial behaviour
through making a film with
professional assistance. A
group of our older members
have started a youth worker
training course to put some-
thing back into the community.

For the past six years we
have been very fortunate as the
majority of our costs have been
met by grant aid from the Na-
tional Lottery. That source of
income ends for us in June, as
we will have been supported
for the maximum period al-
lowed under lottery rules.

We are now engaged in the
difficult job of finding other
funders to contribute around
£60,000 per annum. We are
part of the way there but we
still have a long way to go.
LA4Y has made an important
difference to a large number of
individuals and families and
through them made a signifi-
cant contribution to our com-
munity. I hope that we will be
able to continue providing this
key service in the future.

John Batchelor Chairman
Linton Action For Youth

IN accordance with world-
wide custom, the churches

of Linton and district cel-
ebrated the interdenomina-
tional day of prayer on the first
Friday in March, the morning
of the blizzard! In spite of the
snow, about 48 people gath-
ered for the service at St Mary’s
church including a group from
Abington. Not surprisingly, no
one from Bartlow, the Camps
or Horseheath managed to
travel to Linton.

The theme of the service,
which had been prepared by
women of Poland, was “Let Our
Light Shine” and we did just
that. Worship was led by Sheila
Salmon and Rosemary Eason
and the organist was Maureen
Harper, all from the Roman
Catholic congregation. Sarah
Devereux of the United Re-
formed Church gave the address
and women from Abington and
Linton churches participated as
readers.

We were privileged to have
help with Polish pronunciation
from Aneta Chaba, a young
Polish Catholic friend, who
also provided Polish bread,
which she offered with salt to
everyone on arrival, this being
the traditional Polish welcome.

We were also very pleased

that Louise Woolcock, Linton
youth worker, was able to
share in the service, and are
grateful to her for all her help.

Before the final blessing
given by the Rector, Father
Mark, small candles which had
been distributed earlier were
lit. The flame was passed from
person to person and then all
held high whilst we read a
prayer together aloud.

The total offering amounted
to £102, which has been sent to
the WWDP Movement for
Christian literature and Chris-
tian education projects. After
the service, coffee was served
by the Anglican hosts, which
was greatly appreciated by all,
as was this opportunity to meet
and chat with friends from other
churches.

Many thanks are due to eve-
ryone who helped in organis-
ing this service, both in the pre-
paratory planning and on the
day itself. We were especially
pleased to have more younger
women and one baby partici-
pating this year. Next year, hop-
ing for more favourable
weather, we look forward to a
larger congregation at our serv-
ice, which is being prepared by
women of South Africa.

Joy Button 892300

TO remind us that recently we were gripped by depressingly
cold and snowy weather, Ms I Thomson, of Hillway, Linton,
has sent an uplifting poem written by a friend, Mrs P Lumley:

Exquisite snowdrops begin to appear
When Christmas is over and springtime is near.
Joined by the aconite in drift of gold
Revealing their beauty as petals unfold.

Daffodils trumping in tune with the breeze,
That gently caresses the grass and the trees.
From underneath foliage shy violets do peek
Whilst playing a game of hide and seek.

Primrose and hyacinth add to the throng
With wallflowers and tulips following on.
Forget-me-not dressed in shade of sky blue
Crocus that glisten when kissed by the dew.

Freckle faced cowslips look up to the sun
Contented and happy now spring has begun.
As spring becomes summer the earth is ablaze
Ignited with colour of brilliant shades.

The great floral river flows on and on
Till coldness descends and the warm days are gone.
Only brave blossoms will venture out then
To show off the beauty to bird beast and men.

The Great Floral River

Chance to have your say
on caring for older people

K-Club winners
THE winners of the March

K-Club monthly draw:
1st prize (£50) Toby

Albrow (No.104)
2nd prize (£25) Nick Bane

(No. 416)
3rd prize (£10) Sheila Price

(No. 165).

IT’S that time of year again ...
another day of Wacky Races
will be with us on Sunday, 29th

May. This year, there will be a
new race course, starting in the
High Street at the Crown as
usual but finishing at the rec-
reation ground.

Time for Wacky
Races again

THE South Cambs Public
and Patient Involvement in

Health Forum (PPIH) is hold-
ing a meeting on Tuesday 12th

April at Linton’s Cathodeon
Centre at 7pm to discuss Older
People’s Services.

This will be your chance to
have a say on the delivery of
care to older people in the com-
munity.

Speakers Sheila Bremner,
director of care and commu-
nity services, and Jean
Fletcher, responsible for over-
seeing contracts to provide so-
cial care, will be updating us

on the new arrangements and
how well they are working.

The PPIH forum is advertis-
ing throughout South Cambs
and we hope to attract a large
participating audience. The
arrangements for care of older
people are changing radically
and we need as much input and
comment as possible.

For more information,
please contact the PPIH forum
on:

713011 or email
office@ppiforums.org.uk

Anuradha Sahu
(Forum Support Worker)



M
cKenzie & Haywards

Garage

MHG

MOT by appointment 
while you wait.

Servicing, 
Collection & Delivery Service

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage

Units 3/4 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate

Linton, Cambridge, CB1 6XN
Tel: 01223 894140   
Fax: 01223 890035 

E-mail: murray@mckenzie-haywards.freeserve.co.uk

A & T Groundworks Ltd
FRIENDLY SERVICE   LARGE & MINI DIGGERS FOR HIRE

Call Ashley on 01799-520298 - Mobile 07803745637

DRIV
ES &

PATIO
S

HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

HOUSE 

EXTENSIONS

PAINTING 

DECORATING

SERVICED - REPAIRED - REPLACED
(SPARES FOR ALL MAKES)
FREE : Estimates, Advice, Brochures.

NNNNEEEEWWWW    DDDDOOOOOOOORRRRSSSS

Steel - Maintenance Free Steel -
Glass Fibre - A.B.S.(PVCu) Timber -

Sectional Doors (Insulated/Single Skin) - Roller Doors

A.B.C. GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS Tel 01223 893798 Mobile 07774499537
www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk       email@garagedoorsabc

GARAGE DOORS
Electric  Operators

CHIMNEY

SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01954 782284
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

PIANO FOR

PLEASURE

RICHARD C GODEL
MA (Hons) (Oxford)

ARCO Dip. Ed. (Reading)

TEACHER of PIANO & ORGAN
THEORY, SINGING

EXAMINATION WORK &
DIPLOMA WORK

All beginners, advanced pupils 
and returners welcome

Linton School of Music
63 Finchams Close, Linton, CB1 6ND

01223 893941

Reliable Local 
Builder

From
conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 890769
Mobile 07813 070369

the NAME 
for property 
in the AREA
    is:
Kevin Henry

       estate agents

tel: 01799 513632
www.kevinhenry.co.uk

Kevin Henry in association with other independent

Estate Agents offers the BEST coverage in the AREA
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HELEN Bonney writes chil-
dren’s stories and also

writes a song to accompany
each story. In January she was
putting the final touches to one
of the songs for a story about
bullies and peacemakers, when
she heard about the Interna-
tional Song of Peace contest
which is held in Ireland each
year at the Tipperary Peace
Festival.

Helen decided to make a few
changes to the song, entered it
for the competition and was
amazed and thrilled when she
received the news that her song
World Dream had been chosen
as one of the ten international
finalists, chosen from hundreds
of entries.

“One of the nicest things for
me”, said Helen, “is that my
son, who is a producer and
singer/songwriter himself,
thought enough of me and my
song to agree to arrange and
perform it for me. His music
style is usually more rock ‘n
roll!”

The aim of the Tipperary
festival is to promote peace
through music and song, dis-
cussion and debate including
an open forum and the presen-
tation of the annual Peace
Award to persons who have

made a valuable contribution
to the peace process on a na-
tional and international scale.

Past recipients include Nel-
son Mandela, Bill Clinton,
Mikhail Gorbachev and Bob
Geldof to name but a few.

This year the award is sadly
being given posthumously to
Margaret Hassan, the Irish aid
worker who paid the ultimate
price for her dedication to the
poor and vulnerable of Iraq.

The festival culminates on
Saturday 16th April with the
International Song of Peace fi-
nals, when each of the ten fi-
nalists has their song per-
formed live. The overall

AT the March meeting of
the Historical Society, Mrs

Rosemary Wheeler guided us
around her native town of
Lavenham, which is an almost
perfect example of an English
Medieval town.

Rosemary was born and
brought up in a butcher’s shop
and remembers the days of gas
lamps, water drawn from the
well, the Town Crier and many
shops including butchers, bak-
ers, grocers where you waited
for your goods to be weighed
and packed or maybe delivered,
a tailor’s and a police station.

There were then three
churches, Congregational,
Methodist and the imposing St

Peter and St Paul’s with its
tower 141 feet high.

With the help of many pho-
tographs we travelled up and
down the hilly streets seeing
the numerous 15th century and
Tudor houses. The Guildhall,
declared the finest timbered
building in England, also pos-
sessed a dungeon.

In some of the very old
houses the chimneys were so
large they accommodated stair-
cases, secret rooms and curi-
ously a window in one. There
were many smaller cottages
some of which were shops.

Off to Tipperary with a song

Helen and son Adrian (Jack)

winner receives £1,000 to-
gether with the prestigious
Waterford Crystal Peace tro-
phy.

All hopes are now pinned
on Helen’s son Jack Cooke
(known previously as Adrian
Cooke) who has arranged, re-
corded and will be singing
Helen’s song live on the day.

 Anyone interested in hear-
ing it can buy a CD, profits of
which will be donated to the
charity Care International for
which Mrs Hassan worked. The
song has to be kept under wraps
until the 16th April, so to re-
serve your copy now, contact:

Helen Bonney 894887

Many of these buildings, al-
though being carefully con-
served, are now private homes,
converted to flats or holiday
lets.

Trade was abundant with
agricultural engineering works
and weavers of woollens and
tweeds, the drapes for the Ti-
tanic being woven here.

A famous old inhabitant was
Jane Taylor who wrote the
poem Twinkle Twinkle Little
Star in 1806 (of which there
are five verses).

This was a most interesting
and informative tour of
Lavenham, much of which is
usually missed on visiting, and
after numerous questions many
people will now revisit with a
much keener eye to the inspec-
tion of the buildings. Mrs
Wheeler was warmly thanked
by Garth Collard.

The next meeting will be on
19th April when Brian Sutton
will talk about the ‘Mary Rose’
to which all are welcome.

There are a few seats left for
the outing to Birmingham on
Wednesday 3rd August, which
includes a canal tour and visit
to the jewellery quarter, with a
City Guide. If interested please
contact:

Joan Pearman 890746

A guided tour of Lavenham

The Lamb of
Tartary

IN medieval times it was
believed that the Lamb of

Tartary, Borametz, was both
animal and plant. The fruit of a
tree, like a melon, would burst
to reveal a lamb with a fleece of
surpassing whiteness. The lamb
was attached by its navel to a
root in the ground, around
which it ranged until it had eaten
all the grass, thence it died.

(The Borametz was prob-
ably the wool bearing tree men-
tioned by Plato – i.e. cotton).

Now, a farmer had a trian-
gular field, whereby two sides
met at a right angle, which were
100 and 240 metres long.
Where would the lamb be
rooted in this field, relative to
this corner such that when it ate
all the grass forming a circle,
the perimeter is touching the
three boundaries of the field?

Lastly, what would be the
diameter of the circle that the
lamb has made prior to it’s
(sad) demise?

Solution to No. 3
Triangles that have the same
base and height, must perforce
have the same area. Thus, the
missing area shares a base with
triangles of 30 and 15, hence
the area is 60.

Erratum: No.2 solution
should have the ‘+’ sign
changed to ‘-’ between the
terms on the left hand side of
the equation.

Do please let us know how
you get on with these prob-
lems: the instigator is very keen
to know. LNT

POT
POURRI (4)

TO equip me with some of
the traditional building

skills I would need in my work
at the orphanage, I had been
enrolled on a course with an
acknowledged pioneer in the
modern use of bamboo in ar-
chitecture – Simón Vélez, from
Colombia. This was to take
place in Kohima up in the north
east of India.

I started my journey on 23rd

February at Chennai airport.
The flight went well and I ar-
rived in Calcutta at around
8pm. My first impressions of
the place were that they’d
taken Chennai, added a few
million more people along
with their rubbish, removed
every last bit of charm, and
you’ve got the most unpleas-
ant city I’ve ever had the mis-
fortune of visiting.

I was not unhappy, there-
fore, to be back to the airport
the next morning for the flight
up to Dimipur. We arrived in
Dimipur at lunchtime. I say

‘we’ as I had by this time
hooked up with most of the
other guys who would be at-
tending the workshop, includ-
ing the one and only Simón
Vélez. The first things to grab
my attention as I left the airport
were the weather, which was
quite a bit cooler than Chennai,
and the appearance of the local
people, who were more orien-
tal than Indian in appearance.

The road to Kohima started
fairly flat but gradually
changed and soon we were
winding up a mountain road
with more potholes than sur-
face. However, little thought
was given to the road due to the
awe- inspiring scenery. There
were valleys with mountain
streams flowing through them,
paddy fields staggered up the
steep face of the hills and old

shacks defying gravity scat-
tered around the mountainous
landscape. The drive from
Dimipur to Kohima is 70km
but takes two hours due to the
road condition. We arrived
shortly after sunset, and the
view of the lights scattered
around the hillsides as a big
crimson moon climbed over
the tallest peak was unforget-
table.

So there we were in Kohima,
looking out over this amazing
town. We were told that we
would be staying at three sepa-
rate hotels and so the convoy
set off to Hotel No 1. It felt a lot
like an ‘allocation on arrival’
holiday, especially when we
pulled up outside the first ho-
tel, which didn’t look particu-
larly welcoming. The names of
those who would be staying

there were called out and for-
tunately my name was not
mentioned.

We then moved on to Hotel
No 2, the Tourist Lodge, which,
as it turned out, would be my
home for the next few days. I
was pleased to find I was the
only person to have a room to
myself, and even more relieved
to find out Senor Vélez (who
had appeared somewhat arro-
gant, to say the least) was stay-
ing at Hotel No 3!

The porter led me up to my
room, No 13, which would
have been a little worrying
had I been the superstitious
type. He opened the door and
revealed the biggest hotel
room I have ever seen, let

alone stayed in. The lounge
area had a sofa and two com-
fortable chairs, a coffee table,
satellite TV (with sports chan-
nels) and a heater, which is
something I didn’t expect to
have to use in India. The
lounge led out to a balcony on
one side, with a fantastic view,
and my en-suite bedroom on
the other. I had worried I
wouldn’t be able to swing a
cat in my room, but as it turned
out I could have swung a full-
grown Bengal tiger by the tail
and its claws wouldn’t have
even worried the wallpaper.
  I soon unpacked to get some
sleep ready for my first day in
the bamboo workshop.

To be continued....

THIS is the second extract from the emails of Linton
voluntary worker Gary Dixon who is spending a
year at a children’s orphanage in Chennai, India

A new journey ... and an imaginary Bengal tiger in Room 13

THE ACEs group is organis-
ing a coach trip to the
Fitzwilliam Museum in Cam-
bridge on Thursday 14th April.

The coach will be leaving
the village hall at 10.30am and
anyone who is interested in a
trip to the fascinating
Fitzwilliam should book their
seats by calling:

Gill or Dawn on 891001

ACEs planning
Fitzwilliam trip



STEVE JACKSON
SERVICE
ENGINEER

All domestic
appliance repairs,

15 years industry experience
Very reasonable rates
Quick & reliable service

 Tele: -

Linton 01223 893896
Mobile 07963 854653

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

01223 830550
B OU R N E  B R I D GE  A B I N GT O N  C A M B R I D GE

(n r  C O M F OR T  C A F E )

�  Authorised MOT centre
�  Free MOT retest
�  ALL MAKES serviced and repaired
�  Collection and Delivery Arranged
�  FREE use of courtesy car
�  Polite friendly staff
�  FREE Advice
�  Windscreens Fitted
A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE

CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT??

L INTO N
VILLAGE
MOTORS

E S T A B L I S H E D   1 9 7 0

INVESTORS PLANNING ASSOCIATES LIMITED

 ROGER  HICKFORD
Independent  Investment & Mortgage Adviser

East Anglia Office Associate & Authorised Independent Financial Adviser: 

Roger Hickford M.L.I.A. (dip.) Cmap.

1 D  Limberhurst Court, Haverhill Road, Horseheath, Cambridge. CB1 6RG

Tel: 01440 713533/713544   Fax: 01440 713544  Email: roger@ipa-cambridge.co.uk

All Aspects of Financial Services

Totally Independent – Experienced – Local

Call - with no obligation (01440) 713533/4

Investments    Business Insurance/Protection

Inheritance Tax Planning   Commercial Loans/Mortgages 

Mortgages    Savings

Pensions    Equity Release
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FOUR Linton Guides baked
cakes for a stall at the

Guides’ Jumble Sale on 5th

March to raise money for a trip
to an international camp in
Marsna, south Netherlands, in
August.

Natasha Taylor, Izzy
Speller, Emily Jacob and
Natalie Fletcher have been se-
lected by Cambridgeshire East

LINTON Granta Toddler
Group would welcome

new faces to its Thursday ses-
sions. If your child is from 18
months to pre-school age, why
not bring them along to join in
the fun? Sessions are from 10–
11.30am, held in the Youth
Centre at the back of Linton
Village College.

As well as a range of toys
for the children to play with,
we offer craft activities, story
time and singing. We also have
a well equipped outdoor play
area for good weather.

It’s a great opportunity for
your child to learn to socialise
with other children, while you
can chat to other parents over a
cup of coffee. Many mums and

Linton Guides heading for
Netherlands camp

Three of the Linton Guides who are going to an international camp in the Netherlands
Picture by Roger Lapwood

Why not toddle along and join us

Pictures by Roger Lapwood

Toddlers busy round the craft table
Active participation in story time

dads find the sessions an excel-
lent preparation for their chil-
dren if they plan to go on to
either of the village playgroups
when they are a little older.

Similar, less structured ses-
sions are also held on Mondays
and Tuesdays, open to pre-
school children from birth up-
wards. Appropriate toys are
provided in a special babies’
corner.

All sessions have a very rea-
sonable charge per family,
which includes refreshments.
There’s no need to book – just
drop in during school term
time.

For further information,
please call Liz Crump on
892471. Frances Reynolds

Girlguiding to join a contin-
gent of guides from the county.
Each guide has to raise £350,
so the Linton girls were keen to
sell cakes and help with the
jumble, as some profits will go
towards the cost of their trip.

The camp, organised every
four years, includes many out-
door activities with competi-
tions, sports and crafts from

many different countries, as
well as offering a chance to
sample different national
dishes. With 2,500 Guides and
Scouts from around the world
taking part, this is a great op-
portunity for the four Linton
girls to enjoy being part of a
huge international youth move-
ment.

Kate France 891602

THE seventh House &
Garden Fair in aid of

Asthma Uk will take place at
Chilford Hall. This very popu-
lar, annual event, which raises
much needed money for
asthma research, is to take
place this year from 10am to
4pm on Tuesday 10th May.

 This is an exciting year for
all those involved with the Fair
as it is the first year that it will
take place in Chilford Hall.

There will be 48 stalls, more
than ever before, and 26 of
them will be new to the Fair
this year. You will find an ex-
citing range of products for the
home and garden from table

House & Garden fair to raise cash
and awareness for Asthma UK

linen, lamps and colourful
china to plants, gifts for gar-
deners and garden furniture.

However, you will also find
a wide variety of other goods
for sale from clothes, summer
bags, shoes and jewellery to
delicious food products, sta-
tionery and paintings.

For those of us living lo-
cally the best time to go is after
1pm because the first two or
three hours are always the busi-
est. Refreshments and light
lunches will be available.

This is a very worthwhile
event. Since 1999, we have
raised more than £32,000 for
Asthma UK. Some 5.2 million

people in the UK have asthma
with one in five households
affected. However, asthma is
controllable and 74% of peo-
ple with the illness suffer
symptoms needlessly.

Asthma UK works together
with healthcare professionals,
researchers and people with
asthma to develop and share
expertise to help people in-
crease their understanding of
asthma and reduce its effect on
their lives.

 Anyone wishing to know
more about the fair should
contact:

Jo Fairey
891633

MY week had been
brilliant until

Thursday when my dad
told me the worst thing
ever. That day was
‘Bring Your Son To
Work Day’! My dad is an
accountant.

We got into the car
and my dad said “Buckle
up, kiddo.” Then he put
some awful music on the
car CD and, worse still,
he sang along even
though he didn’t know
the words.

I think he wanted me
to think he was young.
But I didn’t! I just
thought he was an old
man going through a
mid-life crisis.

Trying to shut the din
out, I thought about how
lucky my best friend
Tommy was. His dad was
a motorbike driver.
Tommy would get to
wear leather and drink

lemonade all day while
I would sit through
meetings.

One meeting would
have been enough, but
oh no! My dad had to
go the whole nine
yards. I had to sit
through 12 meetings.
Then, in the middle of
the last meeting, an
alarm went off. There
was a fire!

When we got out of
the building, everyone
around was screaming
“The building is coming

LAST month we published the winner of our creative
writing award for Year 6 pupils at Linton Heights
school. The winner was Elise Fletcher but two other
entries were highly commended – Jonathan Mannion
and Hannah Filby.

We will be publishing Hannah’s intriguing tale about
a herd of forest horses in the next Linton News.
But this month, there is a surprise in store for
Jonathan in his story, No Time To Lose, about his
boring accountant father.

No accounting for a hero ...

down!” I ran into the
middle of the road. I
didn’t see the car
heading in my direc-
tion.

Then, out of no-
where, my dad jumped
and swept me off my
feet. He had saved my
life.

I learned two real
lessons that Thursday.
Firstly, never become
an accountant and,
secondly, my dad is
more than a dad.

He’s a hero.



Linton Community Sports Centre
WE'RE STILL OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

DURING OUR CONSTRUCTION WORKS
for all your fitness & sporting needs

*Coming soon- NEW FITNESS SUITE
NEW FLOODLIT RUBBER CRUMB ASTRO FOOTBALL PITCH 

Tel: 01223 890248 e:lintoncommunitysportscentre@hotmail.co.uk

The FITNESS Suite
Whoever you are, whatever your fitness 

need, workout in the relaxed and 

friendly atmosphere of our Fitness Suite. 

We offer a comprehensive suite of machines, 

training and low-cost membership.

Designer Drapes
Linton Road, Hadstock

Tel: 01223 890556
Email: DrapesatHadstock@aol.com

Made to measure Curtains and Blinds
Re-Upholstery service

Foam cut to size
Fabric available by the Metre
Collection and delivery Service

Why not call in and browse through our pattern books

The Dog & Duck
16th Century Riverside Inn

Telephone: 01223 891257 
Website: www.doganducklinton.co.uk

MORNING TEA & COFFEE SHOP
Open Monday to Saturday from 9.30am
Large choice of coffees & teas, plus biscuits, cakes,

hot buttered croissants & toasted teacakes.
A lovely warm environment in which to relax and escape the winter chill.

COME ON IN AND TRY US
(Please use patio garden entrance to Riverside Restaurant)

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821
e: chapelifa@aol.com

De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB1 6JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

BARBER
SHOP  

Our opening hours are
Monday & Tuesday 8:30am - 6:00pm

Wednesday 9:00am - 8:00pm        Friday 8:30 - 6:00pm 
Thursday 8:30am - 8:00pm     Saturday 8:00am - 4:00pm

Special rates for senior citizens Mon - Fri

113A High Street  
Linton Cambridge 

Tel: 01223 894481  

À
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LINTON Infant School
have been doing a project

on Africa as part of their “Crea-
tive Week”, giving the chil-
dren an insight to Africa
through music, drama, art and
story telling. Linton infants
have a great contact with a link
school in South Africa called
Mafambuka School and dur-
ing this special week, money is
raised to send to them.

On Monday 14th March,
Linton Zoo visited the school
with the outreach programme
and although we normally take
in a range of animals, we
wanted to concentrate particu-
larly on African species.

First the children were
shown our “customs confis-
cated items”, including
elephant tusks, crocodile and

Tanya the tapir with her new calf, Tela,
and, below, the new arrival takes things easy

JUST before Christmas, the
children of Linton Infant

School heard about a school
fire that took place in Tamil
Nadu, South India, via our di-
ocesan links – Ely is linked
with South Vellore.

Many children and their
teachers died and many more
were seriously burned. The
government reacted to the dis-
aster by decreeing that every
school in the state that has a
thatched roof must replace it
with a fireproof structure by
the beginning of July 2005.
Schools which fail to comply
will have to be closed.

The children in our school
were very concerned about the
situation. A decision was made
by them, that retiring collec-
tions after our nativity play and
carol service should be split
between our Link Africa
School and the schools in In-
dia - £250 has already been
raised from this venture
through families’ generosity.

A school council meeting
was held to discuss how our
pupils could help further. It
was decided we would have a
fundraising day on April 15th,
and that every class would run
various stalls in the school hall
during the afternoon.

Each class will be responsi-
ble for their stalls and, at the
moment, the children are bus-
ily planning and deciding what
to do.

There will be stalls selling
unwanted toys and games.
Some children are planning to
make biscuits, sweets and
puppets; others plan to make
lucky dips or games for their
friends to play. To end the day,
the children want to organise a
show where they can tell jokes,
perform dances and songs –
contributions of money can
also be made.

As staff, we hope it will be
a memorable afternoon for the
children in more ways than
one.

Hilary Maddox, Personal
Social and Health

 Education Co-ordinator

Linton
children

to the
rescue

AT the beginning of
March, Tanya the tapir

gave birth to a healthy female
calf after a normal 13-month
gestation. Tanya, the father
Shannon, and their baby, who
has been called Tela meaning
‘star’, are all doing well.

They have previously had
seven calves which have gone
to other zoos in Britain as part
of the European breeding pro-
gramme; Shannon and Tanya
are now grandparents.

Next time you visit the zoo,
take time to look at these
strange creatures because, al-
though shy, they become cu-
rious of quiet observers and
will often come up to the fence
to investigate their visitors.

Tapir are also one of the

keepers’ favourites. Docile
and affectionate, they love to
be scratched and tickled; they
hardly need to be touched be-
fore they roll over or collapse
into a trance.

Although tapir have sur-
vived in their home in the
Brazilian rainforest for mil-
lions of years, their future is
threatened because of man-
kind’s destruction of their
habitat and the ravages of�
illegal hunting.

A European breeding pro-
gramme will provide a safe-
guard against extinction for
these wonderful creatures and
the arrival of Linton’s latest
female ensures another gen-
eration.

Kim Simmons 891308

Tela the new tapir is
zoo’s star attraction

Children handle Percy the Royal python. Pictured, left to right, are Robert Pugh, Luke
Godfrey, Kieran Donnelly, Mia Grigg-Pettitt and Naomi Herbert.

Meet Percy the python
snake skin handbags and shoes,
zebra skin saddles and drums,
stuffed sea turtles and tortoise-
shell products. These items
were all illegally imported as
souvenirs and are confiscated
at airports when people re-
turned home from their holi-
days in Africa. We emphasise
to the children how important
it is to not buy animal products
as holiday souvenirs.

The children were shown a
series of photographs of our
lion cubs, Riziki and Carla,
growing up, explaining how
the cubs are spotted for camou-
flage and pointing out how big
Riziki is now and that he has a
mane.

The children were intro-
duced to some smaller African
creatures which included a

giant millipede, giant cock-
roach, stick insect, and a young
giant tortoise which was bred at
the zoo. But the highlight of the
visit was meeting Percy the
Royal python. The children
were very keen and interested
in reptiles and insects and it was
interesting to discover very few
were snake phobic.

Children were able to touch
and hold some of the animals
and although some were a bit
dubious about Percy, they soon
realised he was not at all cold
and slimy but in fact nice to
touch.

The zoo’s visit helped rein-
force the importance of protect-
ing wildlife and endangered
species and the importance of
captive breeding programmes.

Kim Simmons



TO

ADVERTISE
in

The Linton News
Contact Judith Rouse

Our advertising Manager
 Telephone or text
07749198977

email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE
EDITOR

Can be put in the

Linton News Box
in the Post Office

Editor: Wendy Foster
11 Emsons Close
 Telephone or text

07821610861
 email: lneditor@linton.info

THE LINTON N E W SN E W S
Next Publication Date 2nd May 2005

DEADLINES for ADVERTS Monday 11th April
 and for NEWS ITEMS Friday 18th April

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services

for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON,  CAMBRIDGE CB1 6HS
TEL: (01223)894225

We stock a selection of
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames •

Collectables • Toiletries •Greetings
Cards • Gift Wrap

Watch Batteries and Straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery Repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a
professional with 40 years experience

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

ProClean 
 

Mobile Valeting Service 
Upholstery Cleaning 
Carpet Cleaning 

Contract Office Cleaning 
Cleaning of Patios & Paths  

Fully Insured TEL: 890433 Local Company 

We’ll Clean away those Winter Blues….
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
S/0344/05/LB Mr & Mrs D L’Angellier,  28A The Grip

Linton. Alterations - Replacement of single storey
bedroom and conservatory by new extension com-
prising a single storey link to kitchen, larder, storage
and breakfast area with dormer lit attic space and
new chimney.

S/0365/05/LB Mrs P Hadaway, 76 High Street, Linton.
Internal and external alterations and extension
comprising ground floor loggia/dining area and first
floor bedroom with altered bathroom, revised roof
detail and two roof lights.

S/0387/05/F Mr & Mrs B Johnson, 24 Joiners Road, Linton.
Conservatory.

S/0410/05/F G Osborne, 21 Fairfield Way, Linton. Radio
Mast.

S/0426/05/F Mr & Mrs M E Biggs, 47 Bartlow Road, Linton.
Conservatory.

S/0442/05/F Mr & Mrs K Thorn, 23 Bartlow Road, Linton.
Extension.

S/0520/05/F Westbury Homes (Holdings) Ltd., Land off
Fairfield Way, R/O 1 Horseheath Road, Linton.
10 Houses and garages.

FOR the last few weeks those of us who work and study at the
College have grown used to the rumble of very large trucks

and earth moving equipment as the building work has gained
momentum. Progress has been good so far, in spite of the very
cold weather which inevitably slowed things down as far as
blockwork and concreting was concerned. The warm dry
weather which followed removed the other problem which was
the mud! There is no gain without some pain but I am very
pleased to say that the pain has not been too severe so far. It is
a mark of the good sense and maturity of our students that they
have adjusted to the changes to their routines with remarkable
ease. Changes on the scale we have had to make, albeit some of
them temporary, have created difficulties for many other users
of the College. Parking is more restricted and access to the
sports centre is more difficult. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all those who have made the necessary adjust-
ments with good will and understanding.

As I am sure you know, a group of students and teachers from
the College visited our partner school in South Africa last
summer and the ripples of that visit are still flowing outwards. A
group of our students will be contributing to a national confer-
ence on voluntary work in April and at the end of March a group
of South African head teachers visited the College to meet those
who went on that trip. This visit was the direct result of an article
in a local magazine written by one of our students about his time
in South Africa. This article had found its way to the British
Council and led to the redirecting of the high level delegation in
our direction.

The end of March also saw the beginning of a national
initiative led by the College in collaboration with the Ogden
Trust, a major educational charity supporting innovative devel-
opments in schools. The Trust sponsors a national round of
business competitions for sixth-formers and we have convinced
them that they should also support such competitions for pre-16
students and that we will host the first one. After a trial run in
March where our students were outstanding, the competition will
be held in April and will involve six other local secondary
schools.

Another new venture for us this year has been the Linton
Youth Theatre and the first production, Guys and Dolls took
place last month. Much hard work and dedication from students
and staff alike led to two fantastic performances and we all look
forward to their next show.

So winter is over, the work continues and we all look forward
to a productive and exciting summer term.

Clive Bush

THE BUSH
TELEGRAPH The Way We Were

by Garth Collard

Scouts help fight Greenhill pub fire
ANOTHER Monday and

another serious fire ... the
date was August 15th 1910 and
this time it was at the Greenhill
where the High Street meets
the Cambridge Road and the
Grip(e). At
a r o u n d
1.45pm Mr

Gimson was
driving his
cart past the
two 17th cen-
tury thatched
c o t t a g e s
which stood
on The Grip
side of the

ets to keep the engine working,
but there was no real organisa-
tion and the engine soon be-
came dry.

Many ignored the line and
just tipped their water directly

onto the fire.
Part of the
wall of
Marsh’s cot-
tage col-
lapsed and
this created a
fatal draught
w h i c h
fuelled the
flames. At
this critical

THE concept of
 Sandyford vineyard

is a tale of friendship and
passion; a story of close friends
with a desire for English wine
and a little spare land to in-
dulge that whim.

Susan and Mike Lindsell
were aware that England had
vineyards in Roman times, and
the idea of reviving phoenix-
style this old tradition of Essex
vineyards was cemented with
a glass of red wine in a local
pub. They undertook extensive
research into English and con-
tinental methods, and found to
their delight that there were
modern vines suitable for the
cooler English climate.

They made their selection
of five Germanic varieties;
Bacchus and Reichensteiner
are complementary white
grapes for white wine pro-
duction, with Rondo, Reagent
and Triomphe d’Alsace for
red, rosé and sometimes
white.

The time had come for the
growing bit! The vines arrived
in May 1999 and grew well
with few losses, and gave their
first small harvest in Septem-
ber 2001 which leads us to the
next part of the story.

The garden club fell into an
expectant hush; the golden
words ‘wine tasting’ had been
uttered. They were treated to
tasters of two excellent white
and two interesting red wines;
a magnificent end to a superb
dual personality talk, if only
judged by the number of bot-
tles which left the hall for fu-
ture indulgence.

Our annual plant sale will
take place on Saturday 14th

May so we hope that everyone
is potting their spares for the
occasion.

Local hero Garth Collard
will be entertaining us with
‘Linton flower shows from the
past’ at the April meeting. All
are welcome; for further infor-
mation please contact Gloria
Fidler on 891800.

Peter Thomas

The red,
white and

booze

Looking up the High Street
to the Greenhill

After the fire in 1910

Greenhill pub.
The cottages
were rented
from the local brewer, Henry
Prior, who had recently sold
the Greenhill to Greene King.
His two tenants were Charles
Marsh and Dennis Morley.

Mr Gimson first spotted blue
smoke coming from the chim-
ney of Mr Marsh’s cottage, and
then some flames. He immedi-
ately raised the alarm and the
old Napoleonic fire engine was
“brought up smartly from its
home under the rooms of the
Constitutional Club” ( the Old
Market Hall ). News of the fire
spread rapidly and the whole
neighbourhood turned out to
fight the fire. An excited crowd
of villagers quickly assembled
in the street and attempted to
fill the engine and throw buck-
ets of water on the flames. They
formed lines to pass the buck-

m o m e n t ,
Superintend-
ent Stapleton

arrived and began to impose
some order and organisation. He
was helped by a local clergyman
who had just arrived on the 2pm
train from Cambridge.

Splendid assistance was
rendered by a group of 10 Cam-
bridge Boy Scouts who were
camping at Little Linton, close
to the Cambridge
Road. The scout-
master sat on the
roof of the
Greenhill pub and
directed the hoses
on to the flames.
Buildings on both
sides of the cot-
tages were in dan-
ger because of a
very strong wind.
Workers from the
Grip brewery and

the Greenhill pub sprayed
water on the thatched roofs of
adjacent buildings. The large
thatched barn at the Greenhill
Farm (situated next to the
present Clock House and
burned down in 1945) was
saved as a result.

While the fire raged, helpers
salvaged most of the furniture
belonging to Mr Morley, but al-
most all the contents of Mr

Marsh’s cottage were lost.
The fire was under control

by 4.30pm and the damage was
estimated to have cost around
£200. The cause of the fire was
a mystery, just like the Balsham
Road blaze the previous year.
Some attributed the fire to
sparks from a passing traction
engine, some blamed a faulty
boiler in Marsh’s cottage and
others speculated that a beam
in the chimney had caught fire.
Henry Prior was insured and in
1911 he built the present Phoe-
nix House, which “rose from
the ashes of the two former
cottages.”

BED AND
BREAKFAST

at
THE OLD BAKERY
WEST WRATTING

CAMBRIDGE
CB1 5LU

Also cottage to rent for holidays,
weekends and short-term breaks.

(situated at West Wratting)
Sleeps six people

Tel: David or Carol
(01223) 290492

K & N
CLAXTON
Painters &
Decorators

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

(01223) 892190
(01223) 893487
07721 934553

k.n.claxton@drakecom.com

Linton Based

Tel:

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield Rise, Linton
Tel: 01223 892988

Quit modern bungalow
Families welcome 

No Smoking



Your local CORGI Gas installer – 25 Years Experience

For all your domestic Plumbing, Heating and Gas
Appliance Installation and Maintenance Requirements

Telephone: 01223 893686
Mobile:     07973 262776

e-mail: info@gascare.gb.com

website: www.gascare.gb.com

SARAH CHAMBERLAIN

delivering worldwide

61a High Street, Linton

891740

your local florist

 The Station House, Station Road

Morning, Afternoon, Lunch and 

Late Stay Sessions, 9am to 4pm 

during term time for children 

aged 2 to 5.

Pre-School sessions, to prepare 

for infant school. Holiday Clubs 

run during school holidays.

High staffing ratio, quality care.

  For further information ring:

  Marion:  897945 (school hours) 

  Jane:  503972 (at other times)

Little Hands 
Nursery School 
Linton

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered

Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

L.B. CABSL.B. CABS
LINTONLINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports
Courier Service 

available

Block Paving & Gravel 
Drives, Patios & Fencing 
Gardening & Property 

Maintenance Inc, Internal 
& External Painting, 

General Building Repairs 
No Job Too Small

For a Local, Reliable and 
a Friendly Service with 

FREE Quotations
Tel: 01223 890060 or 

07765 594398
lintonpaving@aol.com

LI
NTON PAVING

COMPANY

DANIEL SAYER

Mobile: 07971 603557

32 Finchams Close

Linton, Cambs

CB1 6NE

Tel & Fax: 01223 890503

e-mail dan@dgdecor.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTERS
AND DECORATORS

The world’s largest LawnCare 

company is now in your area!

 l  Fertilisation  l  Aeration

 l  Weed and moss control

 l  Scarification  l  Insect control

 l  Disease treatment   

 l  Hard surface weed control

Starting at just £12 per treatment

Free LawnCare Analysis

Tel: 01763 244517
www.fortrugreen.co.uk/T024/

Handmade
Jewellery

i n  L i n t o n

l Beautiful r ings/necklaces
 made to your design
l Any metal/stone sett ing
l Silverware i tems
l Recycle old jewellery
 into unique new pieces

Tereza Votre Webb
07979 594488

www.terezavotre.co.uk
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Parish Council Matters is

written, edited and

published by the Parish

Council with the support of

the Linton News Team.

TRIAL ONE-WAY SYSTEM UPDATE

Parish Council MattersParish Council Matters

ON March 7th the trial one-
way system in the High Street
was approved by the Area Joint
Committee. In addition, Cam-
bridgeshire County Council
also agreed that should it prove
necessary they will introduce a
trial one-way system in Back
Road for the second half of the
High Street trial. If this oc-
curred the direction of traffic
flow in Back Road would be
from Coles Lane to Balsham
Road.

The trial is set to commence
on Thursday 21st April with the
proposed concrete build-outs
in the High Street being in-
stalled the week beginning 11th

April. If the Back Road trial
goes ahead this will commence
on 9th June. The trial will end
on 12th August.

Prior to the start of the trial
every resident should receive a
leaflet giving full explanation
of the proposed trial. It is very
important that we get feedback
during the trial regarding any
problems observed to ensure

OK, imagine this is an exam
question – “How can I make
life better for others in Lin-
ton”? This is “The Year of the
Volunteer”, so you might try
helping at one of our many
societies, work on an environ-
mental project or help organ-
ise one of the village events.
You could participate in the
Wacky Races, raising money
for charity or just turn up at one
of the many social events; they
generally manage to gently ex-

View from the chair

that if possible these could be
addressed whilst the trial is still
in progress.

On 24th & 25th June the
County Council plan to hold a
public exhibition in the Vil-
lage Hall to allow residents
good opportunity to discuss
any problems experienced with
the one-way system.

During the trial all residents
will receive a questionnaire
which will ask for comments
regarding how you feel the trial
has operated. At the Area Joint
Committee on 12th September
a decision will be made
whether to make a one-way
system in Linton permanent. It
is imperative therefore that you
complete the questionnaire so
that the views of all residents
are taken in to account. A per-
manent one-way system must
have local support so your
views do count.
For further information, or que-
ries, telephone C. 891001.
Traffic Working Party
Linton Parish CouncilTraffic flow plan for Phase 1 (Phase 2 = one way west to east on Back Road)

2005 - Year of the Volunteer

tract cash for good causes –
painless!

How about giving blood?
This is an easy way for you to
help save lives and gives a rare
chance to lie down and relax.
You usually meet someone in-
teresting, even if it is hard to
recognise them when horizon-
tal, and the team are jolly. Free
tea and biccies, too. The Blood
Service is at the Village Hall
on 1st April, all donations wel-
come!

Village houses can be rather
close together – your noise and
light pollution can make life
intolerable for neighbours. So,
turn it down/off and save on
electricity bills too. Security
lights are often too bright, mis-
directed and when left on are a
big give away that the house is
unoccupied. They then give
burglars a decent light to work
by, which defeats their object.
Movement sensitive lights are
a more thoughtful option (for
wildlife, too).

Linton is notorious for its
traffic problems, but could con-
siderate driving solve some of
these? Allowing cars to join
the traffic flow from side streets
helps others and does not cost
you much time. The junction
of the High Street and A1307 is
often congested. When travel-
ling from Cambridge, why not
pause to allow cars waiting to
enter the High Street cross the
junction. Or, let cars exit onto
the A1307 in front of you. It
stops a build up of stationary
traffic, fumes and temper for
the cost of a moment’s thought.

A wave or a smile encourages
further courtesy. Anyone who
has given or received this kind
of help knows how valuable it
can be, especially to a neigh-
bour in a hurry. And if it also
slows some of the through traf-

fic on the A1307….
Thoughtful parking helps

lage? Parking off the road when
we have access to a drive or
parking bay keeps the roads
clear and frees space for those
with nowhere else to park. By
contrast, parking with two
wheels on the pavement blocks

the path for pedestrians,
especially those with
buggies and wheelchairs.
But why do this? It
doesn’t help traffic flow
and makes life dangerous
for those who have to
walk in the road to get
past them, especially vil-
lagers with disabilities.
Then there are the cycles
on the paths, usually rid-
ing as fast as they can go.
Bikes on the path, pedes-
trians forced into the road
– where is the sense?
Where is the courtesy?

And the exam? We all
take this one each day.
Some of us could do bet-
ter, starting from now.

Enid Bald
Chairman
Details on how you can volun-
teer available from the office.

too. For example, double yel-
low lines are there for a pur-
pose – not stopping parkers,
but helping us all to get through
the High Street. How often
have you seen gridlock because
some selfish person thinks their

visit to the Co-op is more im-
portant than the rest of the vil-

High Street during rush hour



February 2005

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Mobile 07720986236 

Don’t delay call today

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

Family Resource
Centre

Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton
Wednesdays during term time

Tots in Tow
Pre-school Baby & Toddler 

Group, 10 to 11.30am

Rock Café
A Café for the Community

1.30 to 3pm

Hosts for SCDC Housing 
Surgery & Citizens Advice. 
See our calendar for dates
www.lintoncornerstone.org

or ring Tracey 894656

Chippy’s
Traditional Fish & Chips

Fresh fish daily Cod, Rock Eel, Skate, Haddock & Plaice
Burgers

Mushy Peas,
Curry Sauce

Pukka Pies, Chicken &
Mushroom, Steak &

Kidney, Minced Beef

BBQ Chicken,
Scampi, Chicken
Nuggets, Scampi

Now in Linton every Thursday
We look forward to seeing you

out side of
Linton Junior School

Wheatsheaf Way 5 - 8pm
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Fourteen councillors were
present for the meeting on 3rd
March where Cllr Kenyon re-
ported under matters arising
from the previous minutes that
the vehicle check in the High
Street was still continuing as
the situation had not improved.

 Under Reports from Co-
ordinators Cllr Kenyon had is-
sued a written report regarding
the Recreation Ground. Cllr

Hickford noted that the leaf and
litter sweeping machine had
accessed the Recreation
Ground through the current
‘gap’ in fencing alongside Mr

Impey’s property.
Cllr Gee reported that a small

quantity of replacement top-
soil for the cemetery would be
delivered by early next week
and available in the dustbins
adjacent to the wheelie bin. Dis-
cussion took place as to
whether there was any spare
topsoil at LVC that could be
utilised. The Clerk was to ask.

The Clerk reported that dur-
ing a recent check, three head-
stones within Section V were
found to be ‘loose’. Immediate
steps to rectify the situation
were in hand. However, this
had highlighted the need for
policy to be considered by
Council. This item would be
placed on a forthcoming
agenda. It was noted that the
issues regarding Health &
Safety could be highlighted
through Parish Matters.

Cllr Hammett had issued a
written report regarding the
Venture Playground. The Clerk
was to organise the humane
removal of the moles. John
Creedy was to be requested to
monitor the skateboard ramp
light and organise any repairs
required.

LINTON PARISH
COUNCIL

Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton,
Cambridge, CB1 6JS. Tel: C. 891001

www.lintonpc.org.uk
Clerk to the Council - Mrs Gill Barker

 Email: clerk@lintonpc.org.uk
Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon, & 4–6pm,

Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon
Or by appointment

Parish Council dates for Full Council meetings:
 April 7th and 21st; May 5th and 19th

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre
and commence at 8pm

 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilmin
attention to tree branches
which had been lopped from
ash and hazel in the area. Cllr

Cox had ascertained this work
had been completed by the
EEB in relation to electricity
cables. He queried whether any
way leave payment had been
made. The Clerk reported that
this money usually arrived
once every five years. Discus-
sion took place regarding the
cuttings and it was agreed the
Clerk should contact the EEB
seeking removal at their ex-
pense.

Cllr Rossiter noted that the
Action Plan for the Parish Plan,
required by the Countryside
Agency, was now complete. It
would now be forwarded di-
rect to the Agency for the final
grant payment of £459.

The Chairman noted that
work had recently taken place
to shrubbery by the bridge
south of the Church. Cllr Cox
reported that Michael Collier,
a local resident, had carried out
this work.

Council then considered an
update from the Linton Steer-
ing Group (LSG) meeting held
on 1st March, 2005. The Chair-
man reported that this meeting
had been called by the Project
Officer of CCC with regard to
the proposal for a one-way sys-
tem in Linton High Street. The
notes were circulated this
evening. Cllr Urwin gave a ver-
bal update:-

The CCC had altered the
proposal for the 4 month trial
of a one-way system in Linton
High Street as follows:-

It was intended to seek per-
mission from the (SC&CCC)
Area Joint Committee (AJC)
meeting on 7th March for the
trial to commence on 21st April.
From then until 9th June the
trial would be as previously
detailed. From 9th June until
12th August it was now in-
tended for Back Road to also
be one-way travelling from
Coles Lane junction to Bal-
sham Road. The results of both
‘sections’ of trial would be put
before the AJC on 12th Septem-
ber for a decision as to whether
either or none should proceed.
It was the CCC’s intention to
carry out volume and speed
checks prior to commence-
ment, in order to obtain a ‘base
line’ for comparison purposes,
and then for the police to carry
out weekly checks through
both periods. All this data

would then be utilised to form
a picture of how each trial had
operated. The LSG had con-
cerns that school term dates
would make for an unbalanced
trial. This had been checked
and it transpired that there were
29 term days with 6 holidays in
Trial 1; and 32 term days and
15 holiday days in Trial 2. Cllr

Cox reported that the figures
showed it would allow for suf-
ficient statistics to be obtained.

Cllr Hickford noted it was
excellent that CCC were now
to try the scheme with Back
Road one-way, thereby giving
a clearer picture. He was, how-
ever, concerned to note that the
Police were to be responsible
for collecting the data and
speculated whether they had
been advised of this and were
in agreement? Cllr Urwin re-
ported that this was apparently
so, it appeared they used a
mechanical means of data gath-
ering. Cllr Hickford then que-
ried why the data could not
collected more frequently,
such as daily? It was assumed
that the reasoning behind this
would be the cost of collating
so much data, but it was agreed
that the query would be raised.

It was noted that the LSG
notes were to be considered by
the Traffic Working Party
(TWP) immediately after Fi-
nance Committee this evening
and that their recommenda-
tions would be forwarded to
the next meeting.

Council then considered a
proposal to adopt Linton
Churchyard. The Chairman re-
ported that the Clerk had circu-
lated a written report and
thanked the Clerk for the detail
provided. She noted that the
Churchyard was of great amen-
ity value to the whole village.
The question before Council
was whether it wished to take
over the maintenance of the
area, or even improve it?

Cllr Alper noted that if the
decision was not to adopt, then
this Council could still be asked
to make grants toward works
over which this Council would
have no control. Under Quality
status, wasn’t this Council
seeking to have more control
with less ‘outside’ contractors?

Cllr Cox noted his deep con-
cern over the current condition
of the footpaths. As a proposed
Safer Route to School these
required upgrading as soon as
possible. He also reported that

as a consecrated burial ground
the area remained the property
of the Diocese and any major
works would require a faculty.
There should be no change of
character. The main entry gate
from Church Lane, and the
kissing gate from the east en-
trance were both removed at
the moment and in safe keep-
ing awaiting the footpath
works. This, however, was al-
lowing cyclists to ride through
the area, sometimes at speed,
endangering pedestrians.

Discussion then took place
regarding the use of ratepay-
er’s money and the level of
control that could be expected.
It was noted that the Parochial
Church Council are currently
responsible for the mainte-
nance. The footpath works, and
refurbishment of the walls was
discussed and it was noted that
this Council already had a ‘long
term fund’ for a project which
included these and the place-
ment of three new street lights.

The tree works required, on
a rolling programme over 3
years, would be additional. Cllr

Potter noted that no specific
funds had been precepted for
in the coming financial year to
cover this work. It was noted
that there was funding avail-
able from within the Repairs
and Maintenance, or Village
Enhancement budgets. Cllr

Kenyon stated that the area, if
adopted, should not be ‘mani-
cured’, but more natural.

Cllr Batchelor noted his con-
cern regarding finance, as there
were some large figures men-
tioned in the report, especially
with regard the total replace-
ment of the missing segments
of wall. It was noted that these
were optional and could be
decided upon as and when
funding or grants became avail-
able. Cllr Rossiter reported that
48% of respondents to the Par-
ish Plan had stated they valued
the Church and churchyard
area as a historic monument.

As a result of discussion Cllr

Alper proposed that this Coun-
cil would be agreeable to
adopting Linton Churchyard,
which would include the main-
tenance of the walls, trees, and
grounds (currently undertaken
by a voluntary group called the
‘Monday Gang’) as and when
required. This was seconded
by Cllr Cox. The vote being
unanimous, the proposal was
carried.

Discussion then centred on
how the area could best be
managed. It was agreed this
item would be placed on a
forthcoming Agenda.

Council then considered the
date for the Annual Parish
Meeting which was set for
Tuesday 26th April commenc-
ing at 7.30 pm.

All items from Correspond-
ence Sheet (16) February 2005
were noted. Of particular in-
terest were:-

Items 34, 43 and 49 – All
letters of concern regarding the
proposed CCC one-way sys-
tem which were passed to the
TWP for consideration and
comment.

Item 38 – Defra – Letter
advising of introduction of the
Clean Neighbourhood Bill.
The Chairman explained that
this Bill allowed for an increase
in Parish Council powers, in-
troducing fixed penalty fines
for anti-social behaviour such
as littering. The progress of
this Bill through parliament
will be monitored.

Item 44 - Tony Smith –
Copy of a Disability Access
Project for Paynes Meadow
(Phase 2). This was discussed
and it was agreed that copies of
this report should be forwarded
on to Cambs CC, South Cambs
DC, and Hundred Houses to
enable them to liaise regarding
it. Tony Smith was thanked for
his hard work with regard this
matter. The Chairman also re-
ported that Chalklands Resi-
dents Association were meet-
ing on 6th April and this item
was on the Agenda.

Item 45 - Chalklands Resi-
dents Association – Letter of
request, seeking the Item on
the Council’s wishlist regard-
ing the extension of the cem-
etery railings be brought for-
ward as soon as possible. It

was noted that the Wishlist
would be reviewed at the next
meeting.

Item 54 - Crown Inn – Letter
seeking assistance regarding the
Wacky Races event on Sun

Wacky Races at Horn
Lane Ford

day 29th May. Discussion took
place during which it was
agreed that this Council should
assist if possible. It was noted
that the costs of hiring a mar-
quee could be prohibitive. Cllr

Potter reported that use of the
Pavilion itself had already been
made. It was noted that the day
in question did not cause either
the Football or Cricket Club
any problems. It was therefore
agreed that use of the Recrea-
tion Ground could be allowed.
Further information would be
required if any financial assist-
ance was required.

Under AOB Cllr Alper re-
ported that on the CC/High-
ways website a consultation
on works to M11 was taking
place. Any resident or coun-
cillor interested could com-
plete this with their views.

 The Chairman reported at-
tendance at the Linton ATC
Presentation evening. This had
been a wonderful event. She
had left feeling very proud of
the youth of Linton and con-
gratulations were due to the
staff and Committee that or-
ganised it.

The meeting closed at
21.33.

Skateboard Ramp
Cllr Cox reported that con-

gratulations were due to the
Linton 3W’s group for the
ditch clearing work recently
completed in Leadwell Mead-
ows. The area is far less muddy
than usual. He further reported
that Cllr Rossiter had drawn


