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OVER the past 25 years, Kittie 
and Dave have probably had 
more visitors from Linton than 
anyone else who has never lived 
in the village. 

Living within a mile of 
Wembley stadium and over 
the years one hundred plus 
different Lintonians of all 
ages have visited them when 
attending football or concerts 
at Wembley.

It all started some 25 years 
go when Pop Chapman, Brian 
Manley and Keith Pearsons 
turned up to park in their road 
only to find the ‘No Parking on 
Events Days’ zone had been 
extended.

Kittie and Dave were work-
ing in their garden and when 
asked how far they needed to 
go to park, they replied “No 
distance, park on our drive”.

THE hard frosts of the last 
winter may have done us good 
service by the creation of pot-
holes. Weaving down the High 
Street by car to avoid both 
pedestrians and holes was 
becoming quite an art. 

All that we need now is a 
new pavement wide enough 
and safe enough for prams, 
buggies, mothers and chil-
dren, the elderly, electric 

Pictures: Roger Lapwood

A FRIEND recently gave me 
a book called British Birds in 
Their Haunts, which was pub-
lished in 1910. I began to read 
some of the descriptions and 
thought that you might enjoy 
them, especially as we have no 
country diary. 

Many of the descriptions 
are quite flowery; this extract, 
spellings and punctuation, is 
copied exactly. Rather a lot of 
commas, I think. 

The Song Thrush:
‘Upper parts brown tinged 

with olive; wing-coverts edged 
and tipped with reddish yellow; 
Cere (waxy structure at the base 
of the beak) yellowish; throat 
white in the middle, without 
spots; ides of neck and breast 
reddish yellow with triangular 
dark brown spots; 

Abdomen ad flanks pure 
white with oval dark brown 
spots; under wing-coverts pale 
orange yellow; bill and feed 
greyish brown. Length, eight 
inches and a half, breadth thir-
teen inches. Eggs blue with a 
few black spots mostly at the 
larger end.

The thrush holds a distin-
guished place among British 
birds, as contributing, perhaps, 
more than any other to the ag-
gregate charms of a country 
life. However near it may be, its 
song is never harsh, and heard 
at a distance its only defect is, 
that it is not nearer. 

It possesses, too, the charm 
of harmonizing with all other 
pleasant natural sounds. If to 

Filling the holes where winter got in ...

scooters, bicycles, shoppers, 
pets and schoolchildren. We 
dream on.

The closure of the High 
Street and Back Road for just 
a few days in June was a minor 
inconvenience to local resi-
dents and bus users compared 
with the splendid result.  The 
swift removal of the potholes 
gave us a glimpse of Linton 
as we may not see it again for 

many years.
The absence of cars en-

abled us to see the High 
Street as Lintonians may have 
seen it in centuries past - the 
architecture as designers and 
builders planned it.

To the surprise of many, the 
new surface was quickly and 
efficiently laid as one large 
machine, several lorries and 
a few rollers made their way 

rapidly through the empty 
streets.  

The only hitch was a lack 
of water preventing the roll-
ers from completing the task, 
hence the idle machine in the 
photo.

A word of thanks to those 
who saw the necessity for a 
new road surface and paid 
for it.

Alan Clarkson

The scraper clears the way for the High Street to bid farewell to its plague of potholes

these recommendations we ad 
that the thrush frequents all 
parts of England, and resorts 
to the surburban garden as well 
as the forest and rock glen, we 
think we may justly claim for 
it the distinction among birds, 
of being the last that we would 
willingly part with, not even 
excepting its allowed master in 
song himself, the nightingale. 

The food of the thrush dur-
ing winter consists of worms, 
insects and snails. The first of 
these it picks up or draws out 
from their holes, in meadows 
and lawns; the others it hunts 
for among moss and stones, in 
woods and hedges, swallowing 
the smaller ones whole, and ex-
tracting the edible parts of large 
snails by dashing them with 
adroitness against a stone. 

When it has once discovered 
a stone adapted to its purpose, 
it returns to it again and again, 
so that it is not uncommon in 
one’s winter walks to come 
upon a place thickly strewn 
with broken shells. 

It adds caterpillars to its bill 
of fare, and as the summer fruits 
ripen, it attacks them all; straw-
berries, gooseberries, currants, 
raspberries, cherries and, on the 
Continent, grapes suit its palate 
right well. During all this period 
it relieves the monotony of its 
diet by an occasional repast 
on animal food; as, indeed, in 
winter it alternates whenever 
opportunity occurs, by regaling 
itself on wild berries.”

Wendy Foster

A song thrush ... 
from 100 years ago

FOR the summer season, there is a bike rack for the car 
roof on offer, a political 1996 wall map of Europe (100cm 
x 112cm) and a Sony digital servo system for record player, 
cassettes & CDs. The child’s snooker table and accessories 
(for up to 14 years old), the two smart stools 2ft high with 
wickerwork seats suitable for plant stands and the Logitech 
keyboard are still available. The wooden cot raised £35 for 
ACE, the pine cabin bed with shelving unit raised £40 for 
Addenbrooke’s prostate cancer scanner appeal and the Hi-
nari Lifestyle compact mini-washing machine made £20 for 
2nd Linton Brownies.

To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit a 
charity, please phone Kate France 891602 or  
email katefrance@linton48.freeserve.co.uk

NB: The donor chooses the charity to receive the money.
I have had so many calls for the cot that I would be de-

lighted to hear from anyone else who has a cot (or high chair) 
for sale.

Nearly there; all set for a new surface

A friendship was struck up 
and, since that day, a steady 
stream of Lintonians have 
returned over the years to be 
greeted with lots of tea and 
sandwiches. On one occasion 
Cambridge United played at 
Wembley and 22 of us sat in the 
garden before the match being 
very well looked after.

During the four years of the 
rebuilding of Wembley stadium 
they missed the visits of their 
Lintonian friends. 

Dave and Kittie have never 
visited Linton but believe it 
must be a lovely place as ev-
eryone they have met is so nice. 
Hopefully they will visit us this 
summer and all of us who know 
this lovely couple can have a 
grand reunion. I will keep you 
posted via the LN.

Peter Greenwood

Meet two of Linton’s best friends ... 
but they’ve never seen our village

Two of the best: Kittie and Dave 

Too good for jumble ...
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pLoDDiNg ALoNg
An update on police matters

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894225

B Haylock
Wood Flooring 

&

Carpentry
Supply and installation

Free quotations

Home viewing 
of samples

Mob: 07734057520
Tel: 01223 890418

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross  DipPFS
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com
De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB21 4JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

41 High Street, Linton

LAPTOPS FROM £349!
Online remote repair service from £10

Now refilling Ink Cartridges while U wait!

PIANO LESSONS
Anne M. Bradley ARCM 

Qualified and 
ISM-recommended

CRB Checked
4 Symonds Lane, Linton

01223 891041
Email:  annie.bradley@

btinternet.com

LINTON AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB

ANNUAL SHOW
Saturday 31st July

Village Hall Linton
Viewing 2.30pm

ENTRIES WELCOME FROM EVERYONE
Fruit, flowers, veg, baking, photos, children's & adult's crafts

It's the taking part that counts
For a schedule & details contact Susan Anderson on 891623

or Alex Todd on 892979

BACK in November 2009, 
Andy and I accompanied my 
mother to a book launch in 
London, for a book that she had 
contributed to, published by 
the charity ForDementia. The 
book Telling Tales About De-
mentia: Experiences of Caring 
by Lucy Whitman is a series of 
personal accounts from carers, 
like my mother, of people who 
have suffered or are suffering 
with dementia. Among them 
was the story about my Dad, 
Chris Brown. 

My father passed away at 
the age of 58 having suffered 
with early onset Alzheimer’s. 
Dad was diagnosed with 
depression and anxiety for 
many years. There were none 
of the stereotypical symptoms 
like forgetting your keys. The 
confusion and the changes 
were much more severe than 
that and the journey that we 
travelled was deep and dark. 

John Suchet, broadcaster, 
delivered an inspirational 
speech about his own journey 
with his wife Bonnie urging 

ON the 9th June between 3pm and 3.30pm, there was an attempted 
burglary at a property in the High Street, Linton. An unknown 
male entered the garden at the rear of the house and attempted 
to gain entry to the house through the locked rear patio doors by 
trying the door handle.  

A witness saw the male and challenged him. The offender then 
ran off out of the garden and turned right onto Granta Drive towards 
the High Street. It is not known which direction the male turned 
once reaching the High Street. The offender has been described as 
a white male, between 45-50years old, around 5ft 6ins.  He was 
bald on top with very short shaven hair at the back and the sides, 
and was wearing jeans with holes in them and trainers. 

If you have any information in relation to this incident which 
you think may be useful, please do not hesitate to call 0345 456 
4564.

Holly Chandler
Watch scheme support officer

THE 68th annual garden show 
is at 2.30pm on Saturday 31st 
July in the village hall. There 
are 118 classes available from 
vegetables, pot plants and 
floral arrangements, to baking 
and preserves, and children’s 
classes. Can you top Jim’s 
prize-winning cherry toma-
toes? There are cups to be won 
as well as modest monetary 
prizes, but it is the fun of enter-
ing that counts.

This year the children’s 
classes have a Hogwarts theme 
as well as classes for things 

PHILIP Darke 
MD of Linton’s 
Camgrain and 
two local farm-

ers, Charles Fairey and David 
White, gave a very interesting 
talk to the WI in June. Camgrain 
is a co-operative and Friendly 
Society and is owned by 
400 farmers. Camgrain stores 
processes and dries grain; not 
just wheat, but oil seed rape, 
linseed, barley and more.

Within 24 hours of harvest-
ing, the grain is stored and 

AS I’m sure most of you are aware Linton was subject to the theft 
of an underground cable, causing the loss of our telephone lines 
for some time. I’ve been out to the site where it was taken and 
am aware that BT were working to reinstate the phone lines. The 
cable was taken between 5pm on the 3rd June and 9am on the 4th 
June from Linton Road, Balsham. There was also further theft 
of underground cable at Horseheath Road, Linton. This crime 
occurred between the 10th of June at 9pm and the 11th of June at 
9am. If anyone has any information relating to these crimes or saw 
anybody suspicious hanging around in the area, or any suspicious 
vehicles, I would be very grateful if you could let me know. 

Most of you will be aware that the road surface in the High 
Street has been re-surfaced, together with all road markings. 
Double yellow lines are now clearly visible and there is no excuse 
for people parking on these. The local neighbourhood team will 
be clamping down on vehicles parking on double yellow lines. 
Please can you be aware of this and let other residents know, so 
that traffic can flow freely along the High Street. Thank you. 

Further crimes over the past week that were reported are:- 
On the 5th June at around 4pm a mobile phone was stolen from 

a business premises in the High Street, Linton.
On the 9th June at around 3pm there was an attempted burglary 

of a house also in the High Street.
Enquiries are ongoing in relation to both these crimes, should 

anyone have any information regarding these, please let us know 
by calling us on 0345 456 456 4.

PCSO Chris Pulley and PCSO Leanne Fisher
Linton neighbourhood policing team

Will your veggies take 
the prize this year?

Wi 
members 

and friends 
scarecrows 
at a recent 

visit to 
Wimpole 

Hall

Pictures by 
Trysha Hunt

Raising money for 
Alzheimer’s and dementia 

us all to make a difference, to 
talk about dementia and Al-
zheimer’s and never to forget 
that in both the cared for and 
the carer there is still a person.  
The excerpts that were read 
inspired us to do something to 
raise money and make a differ-
ence, so this year in February I 
joined the For Dementia Time 
for a Cuppa coffee morning. 
I was overwhelmed by the 
response and many of my 
close friends from the village 
supported me and helped raise 
£121 just by eating cake.

In September this year, 
Andy will be cycling Lon-
don to Paris in aid of the 
Alzheimer’s Society hoping 
to raise £2000 towards sup-
porting individuals and their 
families through Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

We have been inspired 
to make a difference and do 
something - if you would like 
to support Andy please contact 
him on andylondontoparis@
googlemail.com

Natalie Morris

is inspected in the up to date 
laboratory. There are about 
50 grades of wheat and if the 
quality is not good enough for 
bread, biscuits and cereals then 
it goes to animal feed. The grain 
is milled into flour by Whit-
worths. Sainsbury’s in-store 
bakery used to bake bread using 
wheat flour from Canada but 
now only uses English wheat 
flour, so when you bite into 
a slice of their bread you will 
be enjoying some of our local 
farmers’ harvest.

The ugly giant’s seat has been rescued

When you drink beer from 
an East Anglian brewery re-
member our local farmers. 
They grew the barley which 
goes into the brewing. Another 
surprising grain product is car 
diesel which is being produced 
in Humberside.

Linton’s Camgrain normally 
employs about 50 people, but 
during peak periods this rises 
to 100. About 40% are Lin-
tonians. 

David and Charles told us 
that farmers find it cheaper 

and easier to use Camgrain 
stores – grain stores on their 
farms cannot cope with the big 
combines. It all removes a lot 
of stress from them. And less 
stressed farmers means less 
stressed farmers’ wives!

During the last strollers 
walk to Chilford Hall, the WI 
discovered that their bench 
on top of Rivey Hill is rotting 
away. It may be an ugly seat 
and designed for giants, but it 
does provide a well deserved 
rest for many walkers and good 
views of Linton. Camgrain 
has come to its rescue and is 
now restoring it; many thanks 
to them. 

At 7.30pm on Tuesday 6th 

July we will be welcoming 
Peter Lawrence, who will be 
speaking on Warships to the 
Olympics – a history of the 
River Lea. This is an open 
meeting and gentlemen are 
extremely welcome.

At 7.30pm on Tuesday 3rd 

August Chris Clarke, a make- 
up artist, will be giving a talk 
and a demonstration. 

All meetings are held in the 
village hall. 

Trysha Hunt 894533  

BED AND 
 BREAKFAST

BAKERY COTTAGE  
WEST WRATTING 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5LU

also
Cottage and Converted 

Barn to rent for holidays, 
weekends and short breaks. 

sleeping 6 and 4 people
         Tel Carol on

01223 290492
07860 810689

ON June 21st Linton Women’s Institute celebrated the restoration 
of their 29 year old bench which was made by Crofton Engineering 
of Linton in 1981 and donated by the WI to the village.

Originally it was outside the village hall but in 2001 was 
moved to the top of Rivey Hill on the Icknield Way where there 
are lovely views over Linton and the surrounding countryside, 
providing a good resting place for walkers.

 Philip Darke, the Managing Director of Camgrain, saw how the 
years had taken their terrible toll on the bench and offered help to 
renew it. Within a few days Yanus Varga from Linton and employee 
at Camgrain had transformed and reinstalled the bench.

In the glorious evening sunshine, Richard Fairey, Vice Chair-
man of Camgrain, handed over the new bench to June Bunn, 
Linton’s WI president. Champagne, home made meringues, straw-
berries and cherries made the evening extremely enjoyable. June 
said, “The WI is absolutely thrilled. Everyone will be so pleased 

to have the bench 
back. Camgrain 
has done a superb 
job.”

Since the bench 
renovation many 
villagers have 
expressed their 
delight and com-
mented on how 
comfy it is now! 
It is a very special 
place. 

Trysha Hunt

they have grown and several 
creative classes. Are the chil-
dren going to outdo the adults? 
They certainly made the judg-
ing difficult last year with their 
wonderful entries. 

Schedules giving details of 
all you need to know and entry 
forms are available from Susan 
Anderson on 891623 and Alex 
Todd on 892979. Entry forms 
must be received by Susan 
Anderson no later than 8pm 
on Thursday 29th July. If you 
are not sure about entering this 
year, why not come along on 
the day to see the huge range 
of wonderful things people in 
the village produce. You never 
know, you may be tempted to 
enter next year.

This summer’s club outing 
will be to Emmanuel college 
gardens at 7pm on Thursday 
15th July. We will meet at the 
village hall to share transport at 
6.15pm and depart at 6.30pm. 
Members are asked to contact 
Ralph Robinson on 891518 to 
book their place.

Kirsten Newble 892425     
lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk 

Rivey Hill bench is restored 
to its former glory

Here’s to our new village seat
Picture by Trysha Hunt
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For entry in this list, ensure that your event is written 
into the diary in the Post Office.

You may also send an email with your event details to diary@
linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info.

Call 891104 for an audio version of the Linton News
 Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.

please note that we are now trying to cut down on the number of 
weekly activities that are mentioned in the diary, as we felt the 
list was becoming too large. Therefore we have decided to cut 

any profit making activities. For sports centre activities please see 
www.linton-sport-fitness.co.uk or call 890248

WEEKLY 
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays                                        VH
Linton theatre workshop, Mondays      (call Joe 01440 703701)
WEA, 10am Tuesdays                               VH
Scrabble club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays       Church pavilion
Linton Granta Toddlers, 9.30 - 11.30am Tuesdays           LVC
Ladies’ football, 7-8pm Tuesdays  LVC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays              CC
Granta duplicate bridge club, 2-4pm Tuesdays            VH
Junior choir, 6pm-6.45pm Tuesdays       St Mary’s
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays                             CC
Linton children’s centre, call 07768 008 919                     CC
Bowls roll-ups, 2pm Wednesdays Apr-Oct      Bowls pavilion
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays                   VH
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays    VH
Parents, carers and Tots Mocha house,
9.15 - 10am Fridays Church pavilion
Buffy bus, 11am-12.15pm Fridays Hadstock village green
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays   CC
For sports centre courses please call Mark Wilson 890248
JULY
  1 Linton lunch club, 12 noon D&D
  1-31  Summer exhibition Darryl Nantais gallery
  1 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
  2 Linton Summer fair, 5-8pm Linton Heights
  3 Linton Fete and fun run, 10-1pm LVC
  3 Farmers market, 9.30am LVC
  5 Camera club, 7.15pm CC
  6 Wi meeting, 7.30pm VH
10-11  open studios, 11am - 6pm 88 Finchams Close
  and 34 Horseheath Road
 13 VIP meeting, 2pm Chalklands
 13 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
 14 open morning, 10am - 12noon granta playgroup
 15 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
 17 Emmaus solidarity sale, 9am - 5pm Emmaus Cambs
  warehouse
 17 Concert, 7.30pm St. Mary’s
17-18  open studios, 11am - 6pm 88 Finchams Close
  and 34 Horseheath Road
 18 Aztecs fun day, 10am LVC
 18 Junior cricket club presentation evening, 4pm Pavilion
 20 History society, 7.30pm VH
 21 CAMTAD, 9.30am - 12 noon HC
24-25  open studios, 11am - 6pm 88 Finchams Close
 31 Gardening club annual show, 2.30pm VH
AUGUST
  2 Camera club, 7.15pm CC
  2-6 Musical theatre workshop, 9.30am - 5pm LVC
  3 WI, 7.30pm VH
  5 ACE’s ploughmans lunch, 12 noon Church Pavilion
  5 Parish council meeting, 8pm CC
  5 Linton lunch club, 12.15pm D&D
  7 Farmer’s market, 9.30am LVC

LiNToN DiARY
post and email addresses and deadline for letters are below. All 
letters for publication must have a full name, address or phone 

number to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be edited. 
opinions are not necessarily those of the Linton News. 

KEY: CC Cathodeon centre, D&D dog and duck, HC health centre, 
LH Linton Heights school, LVC Linton village college, RG recrea-
tion ground, URC United Reform church, VH village hall

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-
1pm, 2pm-5pm; wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thurs-
day Closed; Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm;  
Saturday 10am-12noon.

Refuse collection: 5th July, 19th July, 2nd August
Recycling collection: 12th July, 26th July

OUR THANKS

• FITTED KITCHENS /
 BEDROOMS /WARDROBES
• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390 

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
INSURANCE WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

colin.watkins@keme.co.uk

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  
 01223 890060
   07765 594398

YOLE FARM 
BUTCHERS 

*
35-37 High Street, 
Balsham, Cambs.

Tel: 01223 893832
Family and 

Catering Butcher
All produce where ever 
possible is sourced from 
our own or local farms

GARAGE
DOORS

SERVICED-REPAIRED
REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems
Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc.co.uk

Made to Measure

CApRi BLiNDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *pleated 

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NoW FoR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
Awnings supplied and fitted 

from £350 
Tel: 01223 894020
www.capriblinds.co.uk

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

Dear Editor,
Surprisingly and disappointingly, no reference to the work of 
the four Parish council members resigning this year appeared on 
the parish council pages of the Linton News, let alone a word 
of appreciation.

I have lived in Linton for nearly 50 years and know I am not 
the only resident aware of the dedicated, highly efficient and suc-
cessful work in many spheres done by them, and wish to express 
my gratitude to them and to wish them an enjoyable rest.

Anna Newton

Dear Editor,
We are seeking information regarding James and Frederick Lofts 
born in Pampisford in 1867 and 1869. They were the children of 
Arthur Lofts and Eliza Piddick. Eliza died in 1870 but we have 
no further information about Arthur. In the 1871 census both 
children were in the workhouse at Linton.

Arthur had four brothers, Thomas, David, James and Edwin, 
and four sisters, Caroline, Mary Ann, Eliza and Ellen.

Frederick was our Grandfather and we are interested in any 
information related to the Lofts family.

Christine Reid and Barbara Wheadon (nee Lofts)

Dear Editor,
A big thank you on behalf of Christian Aid and our 50 volunteer 
collectors. I would like to thank the people of Linton for donating 
so generously during our door to door collection in May. When 
gift aid is added we will have raised £3,053.27. Despite the dif-
ficult times, that is around £250 more than last year. Amongst 
the coins this year were two items of jewellery. If you popped 
one into an envelope by mistake and would like it back, please 
ring 890921.
Pam Richardson

Dear Editor,
A Renault car key with a small gold key attached has been left 
in Boyz2Men barber shop. If you think the keys is yours, please 
phone 894481

Anon.

Dear Editor,
In November I had a jumble sale in order to make money for 
the Have a Heart charity. With help from friends and the people 
of Linton I walked along the Great Wall of China for up to nine 
hours a day.

I have just returned from that walk and I would like to thank 
everyone involved in helping me to achieve my goal. Up to the 
present time the charity has raised over £100,000 to help local 
children. Thanks again for your support.
Tracey Wright

LINTON hosted the East 
Cambridgeshire AGM of the 
Trefoil Guild on 22nd April at 
Horseheath village hall. Units 
from Cambridge City, Ely, 
Linton, March, Rhee, Soham 
and a new unit from Bar Hill 
area were represented.

The object of the Trefoil 
Guild is to help at fund-
raising and other events for 
Rainbow, Brownie and Guide 
companies in the Linton 

Trefoil guild helps to fund-
raise for worthy causes

district.
We meet on the second 

Thursday evening of the month 
at 3 Cambridge Road, Linton 
and new members are always 
welcome.

If you would like to join us 
at one of our meetings to find 
out more please do not hesitate 
to contact us.

Daphne Abbott 892418
Jean Wheeler 893513
Sheila Wilson 891013

THE Darryl Nantais gallery is holding a Summer exhibition 
featuring work by Darryl, as well as Tina Bone, Chrissie Havers, 
Richard Read and Janet Rogers to name a few.

The exhibition runs from the 19th of June to the 31st of July, and 
the gallery is open Tuesday to Friday 10am to 3pm, and Saturdays 
12 noon to 4pm. Please be aware that during August the gallery 
will be open by appointment only.

Darryl Nantais gallery  891289

The intrepid Tracey on the great wall of China
Picture by Tracey Wright

La Pipelette (Chatterbox)

EN ce moment, les gens font la Fête du sport dans les écoles et il 
y a la Coupe du Monde qui se passe. Beaucoup de gens la regarde 
à la télévision, ou l’écoute à la radio, ou vont la voir là*où elle 
se passe en Afrique du sud. Pendant le match de foot, le gardien 
de but de l’équipe de France doit faire attention parce que les 
joueurs du Mexique et de l’Uruguay sont très forts. Mais même 
si on perd, il faut crier pour l’équipe de son pays. Alors on est 
tous d’accord : Allez la France, allez les bleus, allez les blancs, 
allez les rouges. Que le meilleur gagne !

La Fête du sport

New exhibition at local gallery

LINTON Conservative association garden party was held at The 
Beeches, the home of Ashley and Anthea Edgar. It rained on and 
off most of the afternoon, but in true British spirit umbrellas 
kept the party going. A donation from funds raised will go to 
Linton’s ACE’s.

Trysha Hunt

A bit of rain 
will not deter us.

Picture by 
Trysha Hunt

garden party was not a wash out
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Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 9:00am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8pm
Thursday 9:00am - 8pm
Friday  8:30am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 3pm

Wednesday - Thursday
Nina is now taking appointments 

Wed 5:00 - 8:00 pm

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl and Rach welcome you to

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

paul & Sonya welcome you to

THE pEAR TREE iNN
   HILDERSHAM

Tel: 01223 891680
Traditional family run 4 star village pub with great ale, 

great food and great atmosphere
Menu changed monthly with special theme evenings

NEW - open for lunches 
wednesday to Sunday 12.00- 14.30 
Food every evening except Tuesday

4 Star Bed and Breakfast accommodation

N. CLAXToN
Painting & Decorating

and 
Property Maintenance

FREE ESTiMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 e-mail:

n.claxton925@btinternet.com

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

 Opportunity awaits
We provide a professional and friendly recruitment 
service to Haverhill and the surrounding villages. If 
you are looking for short term temporary work or 
if you are looking for the next step on your career 
ladder then call us today or email your CV to: jobs@
cremrecruitment.co.uk

www.cremrecruitment.co.uk
Contact Colin Saunders or Tom McKenzie 

on: 01440 708833

⇒ Industrial
⇒ Administration
⇒ Secretarial
⇒ Accounts
⇒ Sales
⇒ Customer Service
⇒ Engineering

IT has been six months since the 
Linton children’s centre has been 
designated to serve the local 
community. While it has been 
hard work getting it set up and 
putting the wheels in motion, we 
have enjoyed getting to know the 
residents in the area. 

Currently we are based in 
the Cathodeon centre but plan 
to have an extension there for 
our own premises in 2011. We 
will keep you informed with any 
developments on that.

Our primary role is to fa-
cilitate all families and carers 
who have children aged five 
and under. This may vary from 
child care advice, what is on in 
the local area and putting on 
groups. 

Did you know that currently 
we are running infant massage 
groups, chatter-tots which is a 
fun interactive group encour-
aging communication and a 
bumps-to-babies group – all 
are completely free and open to 
anyone in the right age group. 

This is an exciting time to be a 
parent/carer with a young child 
in Linton and the surrounding 
villages. We encourage you to 
take part in what the children’s 
centre has to offer and look for-
ward to hearing from you.

For more information, please 
call me or go to www.cam-
bridgeshirechildrenscentres.
org.uk.

Debby Jepps 893594

FOR the camera club’s recent 
awayday, we had been keep-
ing our fingers crossed for 
good weather, but we set out 
for Colchester under grey 
skies and in a chilly north-
easterly wind. 

Nonetheless, our small 
group of hardy photographers 
arrived at Beth Chatto’s fa-
mous garden armed with our 
cameras, picnics and plenty of 
determination. 

No sooner had we entered 
the renowned gravel garden, 
than our spirits were im-
mediately lifted by the sight 
of the most beautiful display 
of colours imaginable. Pale 
pink blowsy poppies, stiff 
blue salvias standing like 
sentries, yellow cistus rife 

“Whodunnit”: 
Karen Merrison 

(extreme left) and 
other members  

of the cast  
from 

A Floodlit Murder 
Picture by 

Andrew Dunn

Picture: Sarah Hurcum

WITH the World Cup filling 
our screens this summer, 
one Linton resident has 
come up with a novel way of 
getting into the spirit ahead 
of ‘the greatest show on 
Earth’ by writing a murder 
mystery play that takes place 
at a football club.

The production called A 
Floodlit Murder took place 
over two nights at Cam-
bridge City football club in 
May and was written and 
directed by Karen Merrison, 
who wrote the hugely suc-
cessful Murder by Bedpan 
for Linton theatre workshop 
four years ago.

With A Floodlit Murder, 
the audience were invited to 

solve the riddle of who killed 
Abra, the star player of a 
fictional club called the Pub 
Crawl Wanderers.

The idea for the produc-
tion came from a conversa-
tion between Karen and her 
husband Andrew Dunn, 
who works in public rela-
tions and fund-raising for 
the football club, about new 
ideas on to raise cash for the 
players.

Once the idea got off the 
ground, there was one small 
problem as there was no 
cast. But amazingly all parts 
were filled from Karen’s 
work colleagues at the occu-
pational therapy department 
at Addenbrooke’s.

Just for a change, here’s some football news ...

with bumblebees and white 
thalictrum swaying like chif-
fon in the breeze. All this was 
underlined by a variety of 
different shaded grasses and 
rockery plants. 

It was almost impossible to 
decide where to start taking 
pictures but, of course, the 
beauty of digital photog-
raphy is that one can take 
literally hundreds and then 
sift through later for the best 
shots. 

After this overload of hor-
ticulture, some of our group 
needed a caffeine fix and 
disappeared into the delight-
ful cafeteria. 

We then entered the garden 
proper. This consists of a se-
ries of large ponds surrounded 

by grassy paths leading into 
a woodland area. The ponds 
were fringed with a myriad 
of differently coloured lilies, 
monstrous gunneras and pris-
tine white zantedeschia. 

 For those of us with long 
lenses there were hosts of 
bright blue dragonflies hover-
ing around the edge of the 
ponds. Some of the oak trees 
were immense with some-
times as many as six or seven 
main trunks emanating from 
the main one and were obvi-
ously ancient. 

This was indeed a photog-
rapher’s paradise and after 
lunch we were rewarded by 
the wind dropping and the 
sun shining brightly on us. An 
uplifting day enjoyed by all.

Sarah Hurcum

The garden of delight 

Karen said: “It started 
as a bit of fun initially, but 
before I knew it lots of my 
colleagues joined in and 
they were all extremely 
good. If they didn’t know 
before, they definitely know 
now that they have hidden 
talents.”

With the audience being 
invited to come in fancy 
dress as either a detec-
tive or a footballer, prizes 
were given out for the best 
turned-out person over the 
two nights. 

Money raised from the 
production has been split 
equally between the football 
club and the British Heart 
Foundation.

Andrew Dunn

getting to 
know you

WOULD you like to join the 
band of walkers who regularly 
help make the Bridge the Gap 
walk a very successful and en-
joyable day for all concerned, 
especially the two charities 
who benefit?

The date for this year’s walk 
is 12th September and it’s a 
five-mile charity walk through 
historic Cambridge.   

It starts at 9.30 on Jesus 
Green, and goes through a 
number of colleges, often into 
areas not normally accessible 
to the public.  This year there 

will also be the chance to ex-
plore the Scott polar museum 
and the Cambridge union build-
ing.  There are tourist guides on 
hand to talk about the colleges 
and the other places of interest 
that you find.

It’s not a race, and for young 
people aged 16 and under, 
entrance is free (although they 
will need to be accompanied by 
an adult. We also ask that you 
help us raise as much money as 
you can, through sponsorship or 
donations.  There are fantastic 
prizes for the highest fund 

raiser, either as an individual 
or as a team.

For more information, go to 
our website www.bridgethe-
gapwalk.org  or phone 723115, 
and watch out for online 
registration, which will be 
available.

Below is a quick summary 
of the charities you will be 
helping:

• The Arthur Rank Hospice 
charity supports patients and 
their families at Arthur Rank 
House and in the community.  
They need to raise more than  

£1,000,000 each year to fund 
day therapy and hospice at 
home nurses.

• Press Relief was founded 
in 2003.  It uses the influence 
of the Cambridge News and 
other publications within the 
newspaper group to raise cash 
for local organisations and 
individuals in need.  So far it 
has raised more than £400,000 
which it has given to a range of 
groups and individuals in the 
Cambridge area.

Bridge the Gap  
charity walk team

Join us to help bridge the charity gap
DACRE LONG
Local Painter and 

Decorator
66 Chalklands, Linton

Professional work to highest 
standard for over 15 years 

Trade and 
Private Customers

Free quotes with written 
specification 

Phone 01223 893176
or 07837513837
Discounts for

Senior Citizens

Discreet pest prevention & Control

A J PEST CONTROL
FAST AND EFFECTIVE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC - AGRICULTURAL

 Wasps, Hornets &Flies   Bird Control
 Mice and Rats    Squirrels and Rabbits
 Fleas, Bed Bugs and Ants  Cockroaches

Based in Linton
Contact: 01223 530988 or 07855478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

National pest Technicians Association
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poT poURRi (66)

The Dog & Duck
63 High Street, Linton

Tel: 01223 891257

Open all day – every day
morning coffee, tea and pastries 

lunch 12-5 and dinner 5-11.
Families with children are more than welcome, 

Your Favourite Local to Eat, Drink, Relax and Enjoy 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Special Occasions

Ristorante Italiano – Italian cuisine, perfect ales, 
superb food, great atmosphere...

Check out our website for ongoing specials
http://www.dogandducklinton.co.uk

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311

Reliable Local 
Builder

From  conversions to 
plastering, 

renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 290925 
Mobile 07813 070369 

 
 

Linton Complementary 
Health Centre 

2b Bartlow Road, Linton 

• Acupuncture, Peter White; MSc, MBAcC 

• Hypnotherapy, Ellie Cochran ; BSc, BSCH  

• Massage, Peter White; MSc, Dip. Massage 
• Shiatsu, Cindy Faulkner; BA, MRSS 
• Chiropodist, Sharon Bennett M.Inst.Ch.P 

Telephone: 0845 430 9120 
Web Site: www.lintonhealth.co.uk 

 

           
           
           
           
   






          







   

J. L. WIGHT 
Guild of Master                                       
Sweeps.

Qualified advice /  
Problems solved. 

    Certificates issued. 

  www.camsweep.co.uk 

01954 253315 
26, Cow Lane, Rampton 

CHIMNEY
SWEEP

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

Trafalgar Accounting 
& 

Taxation
Local Businesses

personal income Tax Returns
Based in Linton

Ring 01223 897930
Free initial consultation

 
Local Ironing Service

Fast, friendly 
ironing service 
tailored to suit 

your needs.

Working overtime? Not enough 
hours in the day? Can’t face that 

stack of ironing?

Economical hourly rate.
Free collection/delivery available.

 Call Carolyn on 
 01223 891762
 07961 919374

carolynturner63@yahoo.co.uk

AN evening of Cambridge and the musical is being organised in 
St. Mary’s church at 7.30pm on Saturday 17th July. Rex Walford, 
who has entertained for the Friends of St. Mary’s on previous oc-
casions, will talk about Cambridge residents with connections to 
the world of musical theatre. Gabrielle Bell will sing songs from 
the shows accompanied by Rex at the piano.

Margaret Clark   892093DO you need funding to run 
a community project? Grants 
between £250 and £5,000 are 
available for local community 
groups and charities that have 
been active in their communi-
ties for at least 12 months, with 
an average annual income over 
the last three years of no more 
than £30,000. Funding can be 
used to contribute to general 
running costs, purchase small 
capital items or fund specific 
activities. This is the last year of 
the Grassroots Grants scheme 
and, to ensure all the 2010/2011 
funding is allocated and spent 
within the financial year, we 
are offering grants to cover 
costs that are anticipated to 

ON the 26th May Wednesday Brownies went on a charity walk 
to Hildersham and back which raised £85 in aid of the Air Am-
bulance. We would like to thank everyone who came, also for 
the donations, and to the manager at the Co-op for providing 
squash and biscuits.

Daphne Brazier

LINTON artists Kaela-Ann Cooper and Yasmin Marsh are open-
ing their studios to the public for the first time this year as part of 
Cambridge Open Studios. Kaela-Ann will be exhibiting her work 
from 11-6pm on the second, third and fourth weekends of July at 
88 Finchams Close (891029). Yasmin’s studio will be open from 
11-6pm on the second and third weekends at 34 Horseheath Road. 
Feel free to phone for more information. Everyone Welcome.

Yasmin Marsh  894934

HOW can Linton win?

Abington, Babraham, Balsham, Bartlow, Hadstock, Hildersham, 
Horseheath and Linton have all decided to attack each other.

However, each village can only afford two guided missiles, 
which have been targeted at two villages as follows;

i) Abington targeted ..... Bartlow & Hildersham
ii) Babraham      ..... Hadstock & Horseheath
iii) Balsham       ..... Hildersham & Linton
iv) Bartlow         ..... Abington & Horseheath
v) Hadstock      ..... Babraham & Linton
vi) Hildersham    ..... Abington & Balsham
vii) Horseheath  ..... Babraham & Bartlow
viii) Linton            ..... Balsham & Hadstock
Only one missile at a time is ever launched such that the 

targeted village is incapable of retaliation. If Linton is the only 
village left intact, can you determine in which order the village 
missiles were fired & on whom? Remember –no missile must or 
can land on Linton. 

Solution to No.65 - What size is the square room?
 
The room height and width = 120/13 ft. (9.23 ft.)

be spent by 31st December 
2010. The fund guidelines can 
be downloaded at www.camb-
scf.org.uk/grant-guidelines.
html and applications made 
online at www.cambscf.org.
uk/grant-applications.html. 
Applications are considered on 
a monthly basis.

There is also significant 
funding available in the Donar-
bon Community Fund for the 
provision, maintenance or 
improvement of a public park 
or other general public ame-
nity, or the conservation of a 
specific species/habitat where it 
naturally occurs. You can apply 
to the Donarbon Community 
Fund for up to £20,000. The 
guidelines and forms can be 
downloaded at www.cambscf.
org.uk/donarbon-fund.html. To 
be considered at the October 
panel, expressions of interest 
should be submitted by 30th 
September.

Florence Butler

grassroots grants and the 
Donarbon Community Fund

Cambridge and the musical

Brownie’s charity walk

Cambridge open Studios

THE third Linton children’s 
book festival began with a 
children’s history walk on 1st 
May. Andrew Clark and Simon 
Holden led the walk between 
Symonds House and the old 
railway station. They retraced 
the steps of a Victorian work-
house outing that took place in 
1872. The children found out 
about the workhouse and the 
daily life of the people who 
lived there. Many thanks are 
due to Garth Collard for his 
extensive research on which 
the walk was based.

During the week leading up 
to the festival Pete Johnson, 
author of How to Train Your 
Parents, visited the Linton 
Heights junior school and 
James Mayhew, author and 
illustrator of the Katie series, 
visited Linton infants school.

Mayhew’s stories enthralled 
the children as he sketched 
and painted upside down on 
his knee – a feat which really 

Book festival was a smash hit
impressed the children and their 
teachers. Marion Leeper from 
the Cambridge Storytellers 
took her story mat into Granta 
playgroup, Chestnut playgroup 
and the Granta special school 
where she fascinated children 
with Darwin’s story of the Voy-
age of the Beagle.

The Sir Peter Blake art bus 
visited every school in Linton 
where children had been learn-
ing about pop-art and finally 
drew up outside the Darryl Nan-
tais gallery, who had arranged 
its presence in the village.

After school, the festival’s 
renowned garden storytimes 
made a welcome return and 
younger children enjoyed the 
chance to explore some won-
derful gardens and stories in the 
open air. The Linton amateur 
dramatic group got involved 
by putting on a thoroughly 
entertaining performance of 
Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes 
for the Rainbows, Brownies, 

Beavers and Cubs.
The festival theme was 

based on The World in a 
Weekend which reflected 
the international flavour of 
many of the free events on 
offer. There are too many 
workshops and support-
ing activities to mention 
separately but Saturday 
highlights included Holly 
Clifton Brown’s reading 
of her debut novel Annie 
Hoot and we had a special 
appearance by a real owl 
from Linton zoo.

Kumiko Mendl’s mes-
merizing performance re-
telling an old Japanese folk 
tale and her packed origami 
workshop followed with 
Simon Chapman, a real-life 
jungle explorer and author 
who brought his adventures in 
the Amazon jungle vividly to 
life by encouraging the audi-
ence to imitate the distinctive 
cries of the howler monkeys, 
and finally John Foster, an old 
festival favourite, treating us 
all to a hilarious rendition of 
his poems.

Sunday’s highlights includ-
ed Pete Johnson entertaining a 
large crowd with jokes, quizzes 
and dramatic restaging of epi-
sodes in his books, our favorite 
paleontologist Liz Hide’s won-
derful talk enticingly entitled 
The Oldest Poo in the World 
and the Heritage project group 
who had organised a display of 
discoveries that had been found 
at LVC in recent years including 
a skeleton.

The Manga Cartoon drawing 
workshop led by Sonia Leong 
was extremely popular and the 
manga artists were kept busy 
all day doing portraits. Younger 
children loved the drop-in 

storytimes, fairy book making 
workshops run by the Fairyland 
Trust, and of course Elmer the 
elephant.

At the end of a busy week-
end, a large crowd assembled 
in the main hall for a fabulous 
performance of Prokofiev’s 
Peter and the Wolf by Rod Halls 
the Linton Festival Orchestra. 
An encore of the theme from 
Star Wars provided the rousing 
finale to the festival.

Many thanks are due to 
Linton parish council, the 
Cambridgeshire community 
foundation and Young Lives 
who provided the bulk of the 
funding. We are also indebted 
to our local business sponsors 
Ridgeons, Kumon Maths and 
English, the Genzyme Corpora-
tion and Linton Tandoori res-
taurant for their contributions, 
the hard working committee 
and the 40+ people who were 
involved at the weekend. 

Andrew Clark 89033
andrew@nextnorth.com

Elmer the elephant shows off his 
spots, or should that be checks?

Picture by Josephine Patterson

garden stories being told to children and adults alike
Picture by Andrew Clark

WE have several new faces to welcome to the reception team 
at the Health Centre. Sarah, Irene, Jyoti and Caroline join 
us as we say farewell to the receptionists who are retiring: 
Iona, Jill and Eileen. All of our retirees have carried on working 
beyond retirement age and have given years of loyal service. 
Eileen, in particular, has worked for the practice for more than 
26 years, leading the reception team in recent years. We look 
forward to celebrating her years of service with a practice din-
ner later in the year. All three are keen to carry on working 
and have volunteered to help out at holiday time, so you may well 
see them behind the reception desk for some time yet. We wish 
them all the best in their well earned retirement.

Sheila Griffiths
Practice Manager

Linton Health Centre News

NEWS iN BRiEF... 
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L.B. CABS
LINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Weddings a 
speciality

Airports

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 
07932 021277

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

CB21 4UQ

CHiRopoDiST
 Sharon Bennett 

M inst Ch p
At Linton 

Complementary 
Health Centre

2b Bartlow Road
Linton

 07810756134
Member of the 

Health professions 
Council

www.lintonhealth.co.uk

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
  * CRB Checked
  * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
  sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

Linton Community Sports Centre
- FiTNESS SUiTE -

PERSONAL TRAINING // HOLISTIC THERAPY
– TENNiS & NETBALL CoURTS –

- FLooDLiT ‘3g’ ALL WEATHER FooTBALL piTCH 
CHiLDREN’S ACTiViTiES

RANGE OF TERM, HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES & PARTIES

 01223 890248
Check out the latest info at: -

http://www.linton-sport-fitness.co.uk

IT’S been a busy few months for Chestnut playgroup and next 
year promises to be even busier, with extended playgroup hours 
and the introduction of a toddler group.

From September, two and a half to four-year-old children 
can enjoy the playgroup sessions at the Cathodeon centre from 
9.30am – 12.30pm on Tuesdays to Fridays with extended afternoon 
sessions also available until 2.30pm on Tuesdays to Thursdays.  

Adele Watson, chair of the playgroup committee, says the 
extended afternoon sessions are being introduced with families 
very much in mind. 

“We hope the additional hours and flexibility will work really 
well for families and help them to co-ordinate their busy lives and 
the staff are excited by the prospect of having more time with the 
children to explore playgroup activity themes like Chinese New 
Year, Space and All About Me. For those families with children 
who have turned three, the government funded 15 hours can be 
used flexibly across the four playgroup days. Hopefully the in-
creased funded provision from September will make our extended 
hours a very realistic option for parents to consider.” 

Chestnut playgroup committee members and staff will also 
be introducing a toddler group on Mondays from September in 
term time. The drop-in sessions will run from 9.30 to 11.30am, 
giving parents the opportunity to put the world to rights over 
a cup of coffee, whilst their children enjoy an introduction to 
playgroup activities.

We will be holding an open coffee morning from 9.45am to 
12noon on Wednesday 14th July and invite those interested in 
registering a child to take the opportunity to visit the playgroup 
facility and meet the staff and committee members. For more 
information about the coffee morning, playgroup sessions, ex-
tended hours or flexible pick up times, please visit the website 
www.chestnutplaygroup.btik.com or contact admissions officer 
Karen Graves on 891416. 

Rob Linsdell

ON Saturday 17th July the first great emmaus solidarity sale will 
be held at Emmaus Cambridge’s warehouse just off the A10 at 
Landbeach. 

You may have been to our solidarity sales in the past but this 
one will be different because teams from many of Emmaus’s 19 
communities throughout the UK will come together for one day in 
order to raise funds to support the work of Emmaus International 
with socially excluded people in 36 countries. 

Emmaus has been working with homeless and marginalised 
people in the UK for nearly 20 years now but this, amazingly, 
is the first time that communities have come together to hold a 
sale!  We hope that people will support us and take the time to 
find out more about the work of Emmaus both nationally and 

Serves: 6
Prep: 20 min, plus 2-3 hours chilling

ingredients
1 ciabatta bread
1 red onion, finely sliced
Half a cucumber, chopped
500g ripe tomatoes, chopped
1 bunch of basil
8 tbsp olive oil
2-3 tbsp white wine vinegar
Black pepper
 
Method
1. Slice the ciabatta into 2cm cubes. Place in a large salad 

         bowl. 
2. Add the red onion, cucumber, tomatoes and basil. 
3. Whisk together the olive oil and wine vinegar. Season
    with salt and freshly ground pepper. 
4. Toss the dressing with the bread salad. 
5. Cover and chill for 2-3 hours before serving.

Tuscan bread salad

Chef’s corner
This month we have Jan Lupton from the farmers’ market to 
thank for our recipe

playgroup and toddlers share 
their fun with you

Come and find a bargain at the sale
internationally whilst taking the opportunity to find a bargain.   
We will also have information available about the groups which 
are currently working towards establishing new communities 
throughout the UK.

More information will be posted in the shop and on our web-
site (www.emmauscambridge.org) nearer the time but we hope 
that people will be able to pick up on the passion that makes the 
Emmaus movement so unique.

The shop will be open from 9am to 5pm on the day and we 
are located just off the A10 opposite Waterbeach airfield.  If you 
have any questions, please give us a call on 863657 and we will 
be happy to help.

Sue Nelms

Youngsters from 
the playgroup 
watching and 
feeding the 
ducks

Picture by 
Linette Manns

WE’VE been having so much 
fun at Linton Granta playgroup 
we thought it was about time 
we shared with you a little bit 
of what we’ve been up to. 

The children participated 
in a duck walk which was 
loved by all. We had plenty of 
bread and duck feed, thanks to 
one of our daddies, which the 
children took great pleasure in 
sharing with all the ducks and 
geese. 

Families came along to 
celebrate in our May Day 
picnic and maypole dancing. 
All the children had a fantas-
tic time and the weather was 
beautiful. The children came 
in fancy dress and made their 
own crowns. The winners of 
the competition were crowned 
King and Queen. They re-

ceived a prize and proceeded to 
sit on their thrones for pic-
tures. 

We are busy preparing for 
our pre-school leavers gradua-
tion which is fast approaching. 
Also, looking ahead for next 
term, we will be opening our 
doors for our open morning 
which is between 10am and 
12noon on Wednesday 14th 
July. The playgroup will be 
set up ready for action for you 
to come and explore, play and 
have fun with your child. A 
healthy snack will be available 
for your child from our cafe 
and there will also be teas and 
coffees. 

The practitioner team will 
be on hand to play with the 
children and to answer any 
questions you may have about 

the start of term in September.
Under new management 

the toddler group is based in 
our second playroom which 
is bright and airy. There are 
plenty of age-appropriate toys 
including baby gyms, tun-
nels, puzzles, soft toys, a 
play kitchen, building blocks, 
and activities include mak-
ing paper hats, painting and 
playdoh. 

We have a weekly theme 
which ties in with playgroup 
and we even have our very 
own snack cafe to introduce 
early, familiar sights of the 
setting. We have a member of 
playgroup staff who visits us 
with songs and we also provide 
the opportunity to visit play-
group for story and play time. 
It is a great way for the children 

Longer hours on offer 
to youngsters

to mix with others of similar 
age and for parents to relax 
and have a chat, knowing that 
their children are in a safe 
environment. It is also a great 
opportunity for the older 
children to get used to the 
surroundings before they 
start playgroup. You can visit 
us every Tuesday morning 
(term time) from 9.30am to 
11.30am.

Email us at info@linton-
grantaplaygroup.org.uk or 
visit our website which is www.
lintongrantaplaygroup.org.uk, 
or call us during term time on 
07806 744864. For admissions 
please contact Kirsten Butler on 
890861. Email kirstenbutler@
gmail.com. 

Linette Manns
Linton Granta Playgroup
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BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendlyM
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HAIR BY JO DENNY
Women | Men | Children

41 Linton High Street
(Behind North’s Bakery)

t: 01223 893 285

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday

Closed Monday
  Tues, Weds & Thurs 9-7,  Friday 9-5,  Sat 9-1

 Annette, Katie & Kate warmly welcome Jane joining 
their team

“HAppY HoUR”  5.30- 6.30pm Monday-Friday
Fish & Chips  Mondays  5.30-9.30pm Eat in or take away

pudding Club - Last  Wednesday evening in every month  (booking advisable)

Bargain Lunch - Order a main course and get a pudding for free. 

We have a great selection of fine wines and real ales you can enjoy 
in a relaxed atmosphere.

www.crownatlinton.co.uk
11, High Street, Linton, Cambs   Tel 01223 891759

Our Highly Qualified chefs will do all they can to cater to all your 
dietary needs. So come along and enjoy the warm welcome you will 

receive.

The Crown Inn, Linton
freehouse. restaurant & accommodation

ClearTax
&  A C C O U N T I N G  L T D

All your tax and accounting 
needs,  personal and business.

Specialist in tax planning

Free initial consultation

Tax returns from £99+vat

Based in Hadstock

t: 07896 298253 
e: janine@cleartax.co.uk

www.cleartax.co.uk

ANYONE looking at com-
munity education a few years 
ago would have seen a vibrant 
programme of activities and 
more than 2,500 people making 
their way to college to partici-
pate in a wide range of courses. 
That, sadly, is no longer the 
case and there have been many 
changes.

Acutely aware of these 
changes, which resulted in fall-
ing numbers and diminishing 
funding, Linton village college 
joined forces with Sawston 
village college in 2003 to form 
the Broadening Education (BE) 
Partnership. The hope was that, 
by sharing their programme, 
the schools could offer a wider 
range of classes and courses.

Unfortunately, times have 
continued to be hard for com-
munity education, and the 
BE Partnership is now set to 

HAVING enjoyed huge success 
at Linton village college last sum-
mer with a show of High School 
Musical, the summer academy 
is now about to return. The 
theme of this years workshop 
week will be Oliver.

The academy will involve 
daily classes in movement, 
drama, voice training and 
ensemble rehearsal. On the 
Friday afternoon there will be 
an opportunity to give a live 
performance to family and 
friends.

The academy is open to all 

THIS summer, take a giant leap into the final frontier – 
at your local library. Join Space Hop, and we’ll help get 
your kids hooked on books.

Space Hop is this year’s Summer Reading Challenge 
for children. The challenge is an interactive experience 
that children love to take part in over the holidays. It gets 
them into libraries and gives them the confidence they 
need to choose their own books and take their reading to 
the next stage. For many children, it is just the incentive 

they need to turn them into readers for life. 
If you would like to sign up your child up just head to your local library. Staff will enrol your 

children–it’s completely free of charge–and every child will receive a fold out poster and member-
ship card. There are stickers and bookmarks to collect too.

The challenge is designed for children of all ages and reading abilities. They can read any books 
they like–factual books, stories, joke books, picture books–it’s up to them. Audio books count too. 
As long as they borrow them from the library, they all count. All Cambridgeshire libraries will 
offer special sessions where children can talk to staff about the books they have been reading and 
enjoying. All children who read at least 6 books during the summer will receive a Space Hop medal 
and certificate at special presentation ceremonies.

For further information and details of special summer activities and events please contact your 
local library.

Anne Worthington www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk

Come and join the Space Hop

dissolve at the end of August 
when both schools will seek to 
manage their own programmes. 
The schools will, however, still 
continue to share a brochure 
listing the courses on offer as 
part of their independent com-
munity education provision.

The new look Adult Learn-
ing brochure will be delivered 
to your door during the first 
two weeks of August. However, 
if you can’t wait that long, 
don’t worry. Copies will be 
available for you to pick up 
from schools and libraries in 
July.

As part of the changes 
underway, Linton village col-
lege is also about to appoint 
a new business manager who 
will look after the community 
education offer. Principal Caro-
line Derbyshire says; “We’re 
very excited about this new 

post. Linton village college 
is committed to community 
education. Henry Morris set 
up the village college with the 
vision of having the school sit at 
the heart of its community and 
provide learning opportunities 
from cradle to grave. As one of 
the early village colleges, Lin-
ton subscribes just as strongly 
to this ethos today as it did 
when the school first opened 
in 1937.”

However, the college does 
need your support if com-
munity education is to sur-
vive. The school would there-
fore like to hear from you if 
there’s something you would 
like to study which doesn’t 
currently appear in any pro-
gramme you’ve seen or, equal-
ly, if there is something you 
could teach which might be of 
interest to others.

They would also be inter-
ested in hearing from anyone 
who used to attend classes but 
no longer does. They would like 
to find out why you stopped 
attending and what might en-
courage you to return.

Your 2010 to 2011 adult 
learning programme should be 
with you soon. Meanwhile, the 
school is also looking forward 
to hearing from you. You can 
contact the school on 891233 
or email business.manager@
lvc.org

Lesley Morgan

Can we tempt you back

Enthusiastic children wanted

young people aged between 8 
-16. You don’t need any experi-
ence to take part in the work-
shop week, but you do need to 
bring plenty of enthusiasm.

The workshop week will 
take place from Monday 
2 ndAugust to Friday 6th Au-
gust from 9.30am to 5.00pm. 
(Children can be dropped off 
from 8.30am and picked up as 
late as 5.30pm.) There is a 
reduced fee available to fami-
lies enrolling more than one 
child, as well those on a low 
income.

The workshops will be run 
by an experienced team of 
creative professionals, led by 
Eleanor Lyons, and a full pas-
toral team will be on hand to 
support the project. All of our 
members of staff have obtained 
a full CRB clearance check. 

For an application form 
and more information about 
the academy and this year’s 
workshop week in August, 
please contact Sam Wells on 
712834 or email Sam at swell@
sawstonvc.org

Lesley Morgan

AS we are unable to have an “In your own time” article 
this month I though it would be nice to include instead an 
email I received from a local lady regarding last months 
article on Caroline Connell.

Editor
Dear Editor,
I WAS interested to read your article In your own time... 
in the June edition of The Linton News about Caroline 
Connell’s interest in spinning. I too am a Linton resident interested in spinning and for my sins (or 
is it virtues?) am currently secretary of The Guild of Long Draw Spinners which is affiliated to the 
national Association of Spinners, Weavers  & Dyers.   We formed in 2007 to promote traditional 
long draw spinning as mentioned in Luttrell’s Psalter in the 14th century. The British Museum have 
kindly allowed us to use a scene from the Psalter as our logo.
We set up to take the mystery out of the craft and to get people spinning without all the fuss that is 
traditionally associated with the craft–we too “spin in the grease” using fleeces straight from the 
sheep. We are a fairly informal non profit making bunch of international members who simply want 
to spread the word about long draw spinning and get people enjoying this very relaxing pastime.

Hence to the point of my letter. I would like to enquire whether there are any other like-minded 
people who would like to get together occasionally to share their 
experiences of spinning, or learn how to spin, or simply be in-
spired by what others are achieving. People may remember me as 
the former owner of Kaleidoscope, the wool shop in Linton from 
1977 to 1994.

Norma Alderson 891649
secretary@longdrawspinners.org

is Linton a village full of spinners?

Several of last year’s children performing High School Musical
Picture by Lesley Morgan
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The Derbyshire 
post The Way We Were

by Garth Collard

S/0730/10/F Beechdale Homes plc, Newdigate House, 
Horseheath Road, Linton. 9 dwellings.

S/0759/10/F Mr Malcolm Bentley, 7 Bartlow Road, Linton, 
Cambridgeshire CB21 4LY. Dwelling.

S/0841/10/F Mr & Mrs Tweed, 126 High Street, Linton, 
Cambridgeshire CB21 4JT. Extension.

CB21 4XN

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

AJB 
Fencing
All types of domes-
tic fencing - decking 
paving - landscaping

Garden services 
01223 894795
07813 070542

www.ajbfencing.co.uk
Portfolio Available

• MOT testing 
• All makes of vehicles serviced
   and repaired 
• Tyres at competitive prices
• courtesy car provided
• Polite and friendly staff  

LINTON VILLAGE MOTORS
(situated in Great Abington opposite Granta Park) 

www.lintonvillagemotors.co.uk

Tel: 01223 830550

Mon-Fri:  8.30am-5.30pm       Sat:  8.30am-12.30pm

DESigNER DRApES
NEW line 

of voiles & fabrics
BLiNDS & CURTAiNS
all types made to measure & ready-made

Linton Road, Hadstock CB21 4NU
www.designerdrapescurtains.co.uk

01223 890556

Music Lessons 

Piano  Organ  Singing  Cello 

 

David Parry-Smith ARCO 

01223 894715 

david@parry-smith.co.uk 

Lessons given in Linton. 

Students at all ages—enquire 

for terms. Take your playing to 

the next level! 

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
    (01223) 892889 
or 07973294946

No job too small...

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling
Door / Window Replacement
Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening
Painting, Decorating
Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 
15 years industry experience.
Very reasonable rates.
Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson
(Home) 01223 893114 / 893896

(Mobile) 07963 854653

Aerial installations & Upgrades
stevejacksonltd@hotmail.co.uk

July 2010

ON Sunday 23rd May, the 
Linton football and cricket 
teams were out in force for 
the annual Mick Goodman 
Memorial Twenty20 cricket 
match.  We were once again 
blessed with beautiful sunshine 
which encouraged a large 
crowd to enjoy Ted Wright’s 
barbecue, a very well stocked 
raffle and even an occassional 
refreshment from the bar. 
We would like to thank ev-
eryone who gave their time in 
whatever way, particularly 
all the players and spectators 

THE change of government has already had an impact on our 
local schools and that is no surprise. Education was always a 
political football, used by successive governments when they are 
flexing their muscles and wanting to demonstrate visible change.  
In only a matter of weeks since the election, the new primary 
curriculum has been dismantled, three developing diplomas have 
gone (science, humanities and languages), the international GCSE 
favoured by some independent schools has been sanctioned for 
the state sector and the work that was being done on key stage 
three assessment has been put on hold. Blink and you miss an 
email that heralds a major change of direction.

The day after the general election, the new government sig-
nalled its intention to shake things up. The DCSF became the 
Department for Education, the old rainbow-coloured website 
disappeared and a new, more starkly designed one replaced it, 
carrying unsettling warnings about existing content not neces-
sarily representing current policy.

A week or so later I received a special letter from Michael 
Gove, the Education Secretary, inviting the college, as an out-
standing school, to consider academy status. We could make the 
transition by September and there was no compulsion to consult 
our parents. This is speedy change indeed.

I imagine you are wondering if the college is going to take up 
this opportunity. Well frankly, so are we. We would be unwise 
not to consider both the implications of becoming an academy 
and also of not becoming one. There are important principles at 
stake, but there are also practical realities to face. As a governing 
body we have agreed to find out as much as we can about the im-
plications of academy status and to keep a very close eye on what 
other schools in our authority are doing. Whatever happens, this 
decision is not something we would wish to make at any speed, 
so I can guarantee that if LVC does become an academy it won’t 
rush into it by September. I can also guarantee that such a major 
change of status for us will be preceded by a full consultation 
with our governors, staff, parents and students. As a village col-
lege, we sit at the heart of our community and serving the needs 
of that community is a central priority.

Caroline Derbyshire
Principal

LINTON had many large 
houses and I intend to look 
at a number of these in the 
next few editions. Cambridge 
House, now numbers 19 and 
21 High Street, was linked to a 
number of trades and the garden 
was often used to stage social 
events and to raise money for 
worthy causes. The front of the 
house was remodelled in the 
late 18th century and appears to 
be Victorian in style. The two 
rear wings of the house are 17th 
century structures and the front 
of the house is largely of the 

who made it a very successul 
and enjoyable afternoon for 
everyone.

 This year it was the turn 
of the cricket club to be vic-
torious, but the real winner 
was the Oncology Unit at 
Addenbrooke’s who will short-
ly be receiving a cheque for an 
outstanding £400.  Mick would 
have been overwhelmed by 
the generosity shown by so 
many people in his memory. 
Thank you to all of you.

 Harriet Goodman, 
Hans Pinkard, Barry Bowen

The Mick goodman 
memorial cricket match

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

Cambridge House, 19 and 21 High Street
18th century. In 
the 17th century 
the yard at the 
rear contained 
a blacksmith’s 
shop and the 
main house was 
the residence of 
a lawyer called 
John Good.

From the late 
18th century the 
house was let to 
various tenants. 
One notable ten-
ant from 1805 to 
1813 was Gil-
bert Smith, the 
proprietor of the 
Linton Classical 
and Commer-
cial school. This 
was an upmar-
ket school draw-
ing pupils from 
the surrounding 
counties and 
students could 

follow two distinct courses.
For 24 guineas a year they 

were instructed in Latin, 
French, arithmetic, bookkeep-
ing, surveying and geography. 
They could pay extra to receive 
lessons in dancing and draw-
ing. The alternative curriculum 
costing 22 guineas a year was 
designed to equip them with 
the knowledge to progress in 
an increasingly commercial 
world. Students studied Eng-
lish, topography, maps and 
globes, as well as surveying. 
There were two holiday breaks; 

- a month from mid-December 
and another month from mid-
June. Most pupils were board-
ers and Miss Smith, Gilbert 
Smith’s daughter, also took in 
young girls for what we would 
call nursery education. 

The main school was forced 
to close in 1813 partly because a 
ten-year-old pupil named James 
Biddle died, and this tarnished 
the school’s reputation. 

After 1813 the house was let 
firstly to John Good until 1844, 
and then to the local Linton 
doctor, James John Holme. You 
can see the plaque that Doctor 
Holme placed in the church in 
memory of his wife, Caroline 
Harriett, who died at the age 
of 45. In her memory he also 
paid for a new stained glass 
window at the west end of the 
church. He also built himself 
a new house, which is now 
called Richmonds, near the 
river bridge. 

One member of the Good 
family, called Susanna, mar-
ried William Chalk and after 
the 1850s the Chalk fam-
ily owned and occupied Cam-
bridge House. In the 1850s 
and 1860s the house was let to 

Susannah Adcock who opened 
a boarding school for young 
girls. This school later moved 
to 3 Church Lane. 

The Chalks were large scale 
carriers to London and Cam-
bridge, but in the 1880s the 
younger branches of the family 
became estate agents and auc-
tioneers. They held a weekly 
auction at the Cambridge cattle 
market. Cambridge House 
was the main office and they 
owned a Cambridge office in 
Alexandra Street from which 
they also conducted business. 
Phillip Chalk was the people’s 
churchwarden for 50 years until 
his death in 1931. His son Tom 
Chalk became famous for his 
footballing skills with Linton 
Granta. 

During the first world war 
a group of women met at the 
house to knit garments for 
POWs in Germany. Weekly 
parcels were sent to Linton, 
containing clothing and seven 
shillings (35p). Garden par-
ties were held to raise funds. 
The Chalks sold the house to 
Cambridge county council in 
1945.

Garth Collard

Cambridge House in the 1880’s
Picture by the late Peter Taylor



PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered
Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890
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Council with the support 

of the Linton News Team.

parish Council Matters
NICHOLS Court, the new extra care unit for older people at 
Flaxfields, has had quite an impact on Linton – even before it has 
opened. Residents will have their own flats, communal rooms, 
care teams on hand 24 hours a day and many other facilities. It 
should have been a welcome addition, filling any gaps in the 
provision of care.

As it stands it has done a lot more than fill gaps - as we found 
out when the fencing around the site came down - it fills the 
skyline. Overlooking houses and gardens in Symond’s Lane and 
Back Road, it has ruined their privacy. This is clearly unaccept-
able, and the problem began with the planning process and lack 
of local consultation. The parish council firmly objected to the 
design - dated, fussy and out of keeping with its village setting 
(and the historic Peste House). In particular, the balconies and 
windows overlooking the neighbours were always going to be 
intrusive. The site itself isolates less mobile residents from the 
rest of village life, negating part of its purpose.

The unit was not opposed in principle, but when an approved 
plan for 30 flats was re-submitted as one for 42 flats, many ques-
tioned the need for so large a facility in a village which already 
has an extensive range of housing and services for our elders. 
However, this was presented to the planning committee as es-
sentially the same plan. Officers did not make it clear that the 
size had increased, and that more bungalows would need to be 
demolished –which came as quite a shock to their existing resi-
dents! Objections to this at South Cambridgeshire district council 
(SCDC) housing committee could have stopped the project in its 
tracks, as could objections to the £550K grant to the developer … 
We could then have negotiated for a better design. SCDC gave 
the land to the developer “to facilitate provision...to meet local 
needs”. However a development of this size is clearly meant to 
serve a much larger area.

What has taken us aback is how intrusive it is. The first floor 
rooms are so close to Back Road gardens that some declare 
they will be able to shake hands across the fence! We note that, 
compared to the photomontages presented to SCDC planning 
committee, the building seems to be about three feet higher than 
depicted, and balconies (which were skilfully obscured) are 
worryingly dominant. So much for accuracy; why are all plans, 
documents and photomontages presented at council meetings 
not legally binding?

A planting scheme with screening trees was part of the condi-
tions of planning approval, and might over time have mitigated 
the intrusion. However, a high voltage cable around the perimeter 
precludes the planting of trees, and a planting scheme approved 
by officers has no benefit to neighbours and little to commend it 
to residents. One neighbour already has mature trees in her garden 
and they have proved to be helpful in protecting her privacy. The 
failure to comply to planning conditions is a key point, with no 
obvious solution.

Security lights (how did they get that name when all this 
type do is to give burglars a good light to work by?) blaze into 
bedrooms and disturb sleep. Lamp standards in the car park and 
at corners of pathways are far too high and bright. Bollard lights 
would have been just as effective and not caused such a nuisance. 
When the unit is occupied, there will also be corridor and room 
lights adding to the pollution.

There are also issues over noise, security, smells from kitchens 
and bin stores, re-routing of footpaths, the colour (pink!), and 
we expect problems with parking on Back Road and Symond’s 
Lane - so much easier to park on our already overcrowded and 
hazardous roads than to find places on Flaxfields … not to mention 
rainwater flooding down the footpath into Symond’s Lane.

Even the “green” aspects of the design have been a letdown. 
OK, the grey water is to be recycled, but there are too few solar 
panels on the masses of south-facing roof, and what is the point, 
since so much power is wasted to light up unused areas for no 
good reason?

The parish council and neighbours argued strongly against 
this design, our reasons for objection being based on knowledge 
of the area and common sense. Sad to say, our objections have 
been proved to be correct, but it is no comfort to be right when 
lives have been so badly affected. Currently the parish council 
has asked for the dimensions of the building to be checked against 
the approved plans, especially the height. We have opened dis-

Judgement on Nichols Court

WE are pleased to have filled three parish councillor vacancies 
on the council with the co-option of Mr David Champion, Mr 
Brian Manley and Mrs Sally Dew.

There are still two vacancies. If you are interested in be-
ing co-opted (no election necessary) on to the parish council, 
and fulfil the following criteria, please contact the clerk on 
891001, email lintonpc@btconnect.com or talk to any parish 
councillor.

To become a parish councillor you must fulfil the follow-
ing criteria:

- Be over 18 years of age.
- Be a British, Irish, Commonwealth or EU Citizen.
Additionally you must either be:
- A registered elector within the parish. 
- Have occupied as owner or tenant any land or premises 
  during the previous 12 months in the parish.
- Have had your principal or only place of work in the
  parish for the previous 12 months.
- Have lived in or within 4.8 kilometres of the parish for
  the previous twelve months.

cussions to have the lighting and other aspects amended, and for 
the conditioned planting be put into place. This does not help the 
intrusion to privacy - it is your human right to enjoy your own 
home in peace and privacy - and the loss of value and amenity 
to homes near the unit.

Why was this design allowed, knowing how it would affect 
the area? The voice of the village must be given due weight, and 
never again should such developments be foisted on us. These 
planning issues need to be addressed, and lessons learnt, so that 
similar situations are never repeated.

Here are a few reactions from neighbours:-
Mrs Diana Dockerill, 11 Flaxfields - “This is so out of place 

in such a lovely village. I am totally overwhelmed with lights, 
and overlooked to such an extent that I now have to live with 
my blinds down. I have also lost all privacy in my lovely garden 
that I so enjoy.”

Mrs Sally Dew, 20 Symond’s Lane - “A building of this size 
was never going to sit well in such a small area, yet the SCDC 
planning committee had no objections to the size. I wonder, 
would they like the communal balconies that overlook us at the 
end of their gardens? I think not. This was approved on condi-
tion of landscaping. However, planting a few pansies and shrubs 
is not proper landscaping without trees to screen this massive 
intrusion. We have lost all privacy. Lighting is of particular con-
cern - the courtyards are well lit for residents, but I didn’t realise 
that we were included in that scheme; no need to have lighting 
in my garden as I get all I need from Flaxfields ... and wow! the 
pink exterior is even more evident a night. I no longer enjoy my 
garden and my home has been engulfed with this overpowering 
and overdeveloped building.”

Mrs Carol Hill, 65 Back Road - “Due to my garden being 
overlooked by windows and a balcony, I can no longer sit in or 
enjoy pottering about as I have done for the last 23 years, I shall 
have noisy radios and televisions, and cooking smells, as there 
is a kitchen flue at the bottom of my garden. I did voice my fears 
when the “monster” was first planned but, as usual, common 
sense was ignored and now neighbouring properties are going 
to suffer.”

Mr Geoff Bowen, 32 Symond’s Lane - “This building is enor-
mous, both too high and massive to be so close to people’s country 
homes. It dwarfs everything and has destroyed the privacy of at 
least 30 surrounding properties. This building stands as a shameful 
monument to the flawed legislation and ideals that allowed it to 
be built. Shame on the planners - they have totally failed us.”

Cllr Enid Bald

So much for privacy: view from Mrs Dockerill’s garden
Pictures by Enid Bald

Not quite as shown on the planning application

parish councillor vacancies



Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866
leswestlake@aol.com

Quality painting 
and 

Decorating Service

HOUSE
GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

& Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Roses
Beauty Salon
W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Pedicures,  Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ,  Ear Piercing. 

Mobi le service avai lable
Rene Guinot Agent

Tel Carol
01223 290492

or 07860 810689

Steve Webb
Painter

&

Decorator 
Over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

Montford Barn
Horseheath
Tel: 01223 893864
Mobile: 07772991373

Russells Estate Agents
‘We Let Our Boards Speak For Themselves

Sales & Lettings 
properties required in 

LINTON.
Call Glenn Coombe

 at the Sawston Office on

01223 493420

Email us at 
  sawston@russellres.co.uk
  Website: www.russellres.co.uk

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-

work, renewal of pitched or 
flat roofs

New guttering, 
repairs/unblocking

Free estimates before any 
work commenced

25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440
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LiNToN pARiSH CoUNCiL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 

Clerk to the council – Mrs Sue Parry 
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk
Office hours: Monday 9am–12noon and 
4–5.30pm, Tuesday–Friday 9am–12noon 

Or by appointment 
Dates for full council meetings:
July 1st and 15th, August 5th 2010

All meetings held at the Cathodeon centre 
following the public forum commencing at 8pm

ABBREVIATED minutes of the annual general meeting of the 
parish council held at the Cathodeon centre on Thursday 20th 
May 2010.

present: Ms E Cornell, Mrs E Bald, R Hickford, Ms T Hunt, 
T Krarup, J Linsdell, G Potter, Mrs J Wilson and Mrs S Parry 
(clerk). Mrs K France (press) was also in attendance together 
with nine members of the public.

public forum: Eight members of the public were there to 
voice their concerns regarding the Nichols Court development 
in Flaxfields. Mr S Wells of Symond’s Lane was concerned that 
no response had been received from the parish council or South 
Cambridgeshire district council (SCDC). Cllr Cornell responded 
by reading a draft letter of complaint to the district council, which 
was due to be agreed later in the meeting. The council had not met 
since 22nd April due to the local elections but much work had taken 
place in the interim. Mrs Dockerill of Flaxfields confirmed that 
she had spoken to Mr Wilson from SCDC environmental health 
department who had visited the site and he would be returning at 
night to record the lighting levels. Mrs Dew of Symond’s Lane 
reported that the number of car parking spaces had been reduced 
from 24 to 19, this added to their concerns regarding adequate 
parking provision. It was requested that: all SCDC planning of-
ficers visit the site; the results of the check on the accuracy of the 
plans be known as an independent survey may be required; any 
interested parties be invited to look around the building. It was 
agreed that the parish council would contact Sanctuary Hereward 
to arrange a visit.

Mr Hunt distributed a diary of events regarding the pavilion. 
This was discussed later in the meeting.

Apologies for absence were received from councillors Cox 
and Gee.

Election of chairman and signing of declaration of ac-
ceptance of office forms: Cllr Hickford proposed that Esther 
Cornell be re-elected as chairman. The proposal was seconded by 
Cllr Bald and agreed by the meeting. Those councillors present 
signed their declaration of acceptance of office forms. The chair 
reported that Mr R Hammett would not be taking up office thus 
creating a casual vacancy. This would be advertised in addition 
to the four vacancies for co-option.

Election of vice-chairman: Cllr Hickford proposed that Enid 
Bald be re-elected as vice-chairman. The proposal was seconded 
by Cllr Hunt and agreed by the meeting.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
22nd April: Cllr Hickford requested that Linton Action for Youth 
(LA4Y) be reminded that no minutes for the past year had been 
received despite being requested.

Written reports from councillors: i) The notes from the 
Flaxfields meeting of 4th May were noted and the letter of com-
plaint to SCDC was approved to be sent. ii) The Crown Inn had 
requested the use of the recreation ground and pavilion to hold 
the Wacky Races on 8th August 2010, which would run in as-
sociation with the Linton Cricket club’s President’s Day. This 
was agreed. iii) The Heritage Trail - update on sitings of maps 
and planning application. Cllr Bald reported that she wished to 
erect a Heritage Trail information board which would include an 
open notice board at three locations in the village. The proposed 
sites would be Camping Close on the churchyard railings, Coles 
Lane car park and an area in the High Street in the vicinity of the 
Market Square. This was agreed subject to the various permis-
sions being granted.

Consideration of quotations to rebuild churchyard wall: 
Despite requesting three quotations for this work only one quota-
tion had been received. Council requested that further quotations 
from approved contractors be sought before any decision was 
made.

Consideration of appointment of architect for pavilion 
extension: Councillors felt that before an architect was appointed 
they would like some indication, in the form of a sketch, as to 
what the users were hoping to achieve. It was agreed that a meet-
ing be called with two representatives from the Cricket club and 
Football club, one representative from the pavilion group and 

Cllr Potter.
Correspondence received and for discussion:
1st Linton Brownies had sent in a request for a donation. This 

decision was deferred until the new finance committee had met 
on 17th June as all current S137 funding had been allocated. It 
was agreed to investigate, via the Cambridgeshire and Peterbor-
ough Association of Local Councils, whether a donation could 
be taken from the youth budget. In any event the group will be 
reminded, in accordance with the procedures for other organisa-
tions, to apply for any future funding in November when the 
budget is prepared.

A resident had raised concerns relating to the proposed refur-
bishment of the pavilion. The pavilion refurbishment was still at 
an early stage and initial plans will be drawn up by the pavilion 
users. The outcome will be discussed at parish council meet-
ings, the minutes of which are on the website and in the Parish 
Council Matters page of the Linton News. On agreement with the 
parish council a planning application would be submitted, and 
consultation would take place as for any other planning applica-
tion. The parish would benefit as all profit is used for the upkeep 
and improvements to the pavilion. Any damage other than to the 
pavilion should be reported to the police. Any suspected breach of 
the licence should be reported to SCDC licensing department.

The resident also distributed a recent diary of events detailing 
three occasions when he had been disturbed. Discussion took place 
and Cllr Potter reported that although the pavilion licence restricts 
the sale of alcohol and playing of music till 11.30pm, the room is 
licensed until 12.30am. Users are able to apply for a Temporary 
Event Notice (TEN), which will alter the licensing hours, as was 
the case on 8th May when it was licensed until 12.30am although 
the music and sale of alcohol stopped at midnight.

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon centre on Thursday 3rd June 2010.

present: Ms E Cornell (chair), Mrs E Bald (vice chair), Dr B 
Cox, R Hickford, Ms T Hunt, J Linsdell, G Potter, Mrs J Wilson 
and Mrs S Parry (clerk). Mrs K France (press) was also in at-
tendance.

Apologies for absence were received from councillors Gee 
and Krarup.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
20th May: It was reported that no minutes had been received from 
Linton Action for Youth (LA4Y).

Cllr Bald reported that a meeting had been planned between 
South Cambridgeshire district council (SCDC) environmental 
health, the developer and the police to discuss Flaxfields. Cllr 
Hickford reported that he hoped the date would be confirmed 
shortly. Cllr Bald reported that four large orange lights had been 
erected on the site causing further distress to residents.

Cllr Hunt reported that Camgrain would be repairing the WI 
bench on the top of Rivey Hill.

Reports from co-ordinators: Open Spaces and Environment: 
Cllr Bald reported that there were several dead elms along the 
riverbank and the situation would need to be monitored.

Cemetery: There was a discussion on the ashes area; its exten-
sion and the fate of the willow tree. Cllr Bald reported that the 
ashes area needed to be extended however ideas were required as 
to how this should be done. She urged all councillors to consider 
ideas from other cemeteries and to bring these back to council. In 
the meantime the cemetery working group would meet to discuss 
several issues. It was agreed that a concise information leaflet 
regarding memorials etc, based on the cemetery regulations, be 
given to any persons requesting a burial or ashes plot.

Cllr Hickford proposed that the willow tree be retained. The 
proposal was seconded by Cllr Bald and agreed by the meeting. 
The clerk said that she would ask the village custodian to regu-
larly sweep the area.

After careful consideration a recent request for a memorial was 
refused. It was agreed that any new memorial must conform to the 
current cemetery regulations. The council had already extended 
the width of a memorial for a double plot from 1½ to 2 times 
the width of a single plot, which had been agreed at the initial 
meeting with the family. The stonemason would be contacted to 
ascertain the size of the intended lorry vases to ensure that they 
too complied with the regulations. Additionally any possible 
implications regarding the use of a particular brand name in the 
inscriptions would be clarified.

Venture playground: The clerk reported that a new chain sleeve 
and seat had been fitted to the zip wire. Following the recent insur-
ance check any other required repairs would be carried out.

Churchyard: Cllr Cox reported that the district council’s plan-
ning department would be making a site visit in response to the 
council’s objection to the Tree Preservation Order (TPO). The 
rector would be moving to a property in Joiners Road however 
no decision on the future of the rectory had been made. The PCC 
had been left a small amount of money and a new mower had 
been purchased. The planning application to rebuild the southern 
flint wall had been submitted.

A1307, Traffic and recreation ground parking: The car park 
meeting notes were considered. It was agreed to confirm that 
the parking protocol at the village college was still satisfactory, 
and to write to all pavilion user groups asking for the names of 
all keyholders, who would then be made personally responsible 
for their key.

Cllr Cornell had attended the public inquiry into the Haverhill 
expansion and its effect on the A1307. Cllr Hickford reported that 
his personal complaint to the county council regarding A1307 
safety issues had been upheld however they had reported that no 
further action would be taken.

Consideration of report from internal auditor: The report 
was considered and it was noted that the main area of concern 
was risk assessment.

Consideration of additional comments from internal audi-
tor with reference to the annual return: Following the comments 
regarding risk assessment, areas of responsibility were allocated 
and checklists were distributed for completion. The clerk will issue 
weekly reminders and progress will be reviewed in August.

To agree and seal the lease of Coles Lane car park: Cllr 
Hickford proposed that the lease be signed subject to clarifica-
tion on the maintenance of the access road and that the short stay 
parking element had been removed. The proposal was seconded 
by Cllr Cox and agreed by the meeting. It was resolved that as 
soon as the lease had been signed formal notice to remove the 
recycling bins would be issued to the district council. This would 
free up further parking spaces. Kerbside recycling was already 
available and the fire station operated a clothing/shoe bank.

Correspondence received and for discussion:
A complaint regarding litter left on the recreation ground by 

study leave pupils had been received. The village college had 
been contacted and the situation had improved. It was agreed to 
thank the village college for their support on this matter. It was 
not felt that the problem had been exacerbated by the fair as Mr 
Harris had cleaned up the area daily.

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents re-
ferred to above can be inspected at the parish council office.

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

website: www.ajcopelandca.co.uk

Email: ajcopeland@compuserve.com


