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CAMBRIDGE Past, Present & Future is proud to announce the return of the Cambridge Nature Festival, now in its
fifth year and bigger than ever. Running from the end of May to Tuesday 30" June, this year's Festival features
more than 180 events organised by a wide network of partners across Cambridge and beyond. Many events are
free or low cost, and are designed to be accessible to all ages and interests.

Led by Cambridge Past, Present & Future on behalf of the Cambridge Nature Network, the festival is this year
part of the River CamCAN Project (Climate Action Through Nature), funded by the National Lottery Community
Fund. The River CamCAN initiative aims to raise awareness of the challenges facing the River Cam and its
tributaries, and to inspire communities to take action.

The Cambridge Nature Festival is the public expression of a longer-term ambition: a co-ordinated effort to
restore and connect nature across the Cambridge area. Behind each event sits a simple but urgent idea: the
landscapes that shape this region — fens, meadows, waterways, woodlands, and chalk downland - form a
delicate and interdependent system whose future depends on collective attention.

The 2026 Festival spans the breadth of the region's distinctive landscapes, from the chalk streams of Ditton
Meadows to the rare orchids of Haslingfield Quarry, the ancient fens of Wicken to the open meadows of
Wandlebury Country Park. Highlights from across the programme include:

Outdoor adventures: Boat trips at Wicken Fen National Nature Reserve, pond dipping at Trumpington Meadows,
guided bat walks at Cherry Hinton Hall, and litter picks at Ditton Meadows.

Family and children's activities: Bushcraft sessions at Wandlebury for children aged 5 to 14, community
gardening days, and hands-on nature discovery activities at parks and green spaces across the city.

Talks and science: The popular Science on Sundays series continues at the Cambridge Botanic Gardens.
Specialist talks and workshops from ecologists, botanists, and conservationists feature throughout

the programme.

Arts, culture and wellbeing: A growing cultural strand includes Living Water: Poetry, Art and the Fight for Clean
Rivers with an associated exhibition, poetry workshops and Rivers of Film commissions at Pembroke College and
the University Library, guided wellbeing walks, and community movement sessions.

Community and volunteer events: Community days at East Barnwell Health Centre Garden, give-it-a-go
gardening sessions at community gardens, a volunteering mixer at the Cambridge Conservation Forum and
guided Wednesday walks at Wimpole provide opportunities to connect with nature and with neighbours.

"In the last 5 years the Cambridge Nature Festival has grown into something genuinely remarkable. It has
become a defining part of the City's environmental calendar; an invitation to step outside, breathe deeply, and
connect with nature all around us. With events from partners such as Cambridge Past, Present & Future, the
National Trust, Wildlife Trust BCN, as well as Cambridge University and colleges, parishes and grassroots
conservation and eco groups, this year's Festival not only demonstrates the well-being benefits of being in and
supporting nature but also builds stronger communities and links across the city."

Clara Todd, Cambridge Nature Festival Organiser

FROG at Royal Garden Party

T

MAY got off to a very merry start for Linton FROG, with a visit to a Buckingham
Palace Garden Party for our Chair, Helen, and her husband Jonathan. The o
once-in-a-lifetime invitation was kindly arranged by the Lord Lieutenant of
Cambridgeshire, Julie Spence, in recognition of FROG's winning the Green
Award in the BBC Radio Cambridgeshire Make a Difference Awards in 2025. It
was an honour to represent Linton FROG at this impressive event — if you ever
get the opportunity to attend a royal garden party, do go!

We also held our guided tour of the River Shep at RSPB FowImere by

Rob Mungovan from the Wild Trout Trust. We had a full house of 20 people
marvelling at the superb gin-clear chalk stream and the wonderful fauna and
flora. We were so fortunate to see many brown trout and even more delighted
to see water voles swimming and feeding: they are so difficult to spot
elsewhere in the UK and people travel from far and wide to RSPB Fowlmere for
this experience. Thank you so much to Rob who has personally restored the
River Shep over the last 20 years and has shown us what we as citizens of
Linton can be aiming for in our restoration of the River Granta.

On 10" May, we enabled the wider public to take part in our monthly riverfly sampling, an opportunity to see the
minibeasts that form a vital part of the ecosystem of our chalk stream, the Granta. Despite the cooler weather
over 30 people took part. Several children donned chest waders and got stuck in with kick-sampling then
sorting through their finds to identify freshwater shrimp and the numerous larvae of mayflies, caddisflies and

olive river flies. Thank you all for coming and participating in some citizen science.
Jonathan Silverman

Musical instrument taster morning at Duxford school

WOULD you (or your child) like to play a musical instrument, but you aren't sure which one? Would you like to try
out one or more instruments before making up your mind? If so, Duxford Saturday Workshop Taster Morning is
for you! At this event, experienced tutors and players will help you to have hands-on, practical experience of one
or more instruments. They will be available to answer your questions and to help you to decide which instrument
is for you. This is completely free. There is no need to book in advance, and you do not have to be a current
member of the Music Workshop to attend - so just come along and have a go!

Of course, if you decide to join us for the next workshop year (beginning in September) you will be most
welcome. If you need an instrument, items can often be borrowed for the year at low cost from our hire stock,
meaning that it is possible to gain tuition and experience of playing for a very modest outlay indeed. Instruments
included in the taster morning are: violin, Viola, cello, flute, oboe, bassoon, clarinet, cornet, French horn,
saxophone, trumpet, trombone, guitar and ukulele. When? Saturday 20* June, 11 am-12.30pm Where? Duxford
Primary School, St John's Street, Duxford, CB22 4RA. For further information, see:
www.duxfordsaturdayworkshop.org.uk.

Peter Howarth

The People’s Emergency Briefing

LINTON Roots invites you to a special community screening of
The People’s Emergency Briefing on Thursday 2" July at
7pm in St Mary's Church. A powerful 50-minute film bringing
the UK'’s leading climate and nature experts together to explain,
in clear and accessible terms, what climate change means for
every town and village in the UK, including ours. It highlights
what is happening now and what could come within our
lifetimes. The film shows evidence presented to MPs in
Westminster on topics ranging from food, to health, to national
security by experts in each field. It includes responses from the
public and well known faces, offering both honesty and hope.
For a village like Linton, this screening is an opportunity to
come together, learn together, and talk about what matters for
our shared future. There will be change in our village and what
we do now together will ensure we continue to enjoy living
here in the years to come.

Whether you're concerned about climate change confusion in
the media, are interested in practical solutions, or you're simply
curious, you'll find the film engaging, ~ !
human and surprisingly uplifting. Many
who attended the original briefing said,
although the facts are serious, they left U
feeling more optimistic about what we
can achieve together by taking small
local actions that add up.

Join us, bring a friend, and be part of a
conversation shaping Linton’s future.
Please book your free ticket: linton-roots@outlook.com or use
the QR code above.

Kirsten Newble

Cambridge Community Lottery

IN its first year Cambridgeshire Community Lottery has raised
over £20,000 for 89 charities, community groups and voluntary
organisations across the county, and the momentum is
growing! Over 34,000 tickets have been bought by over

600 supporters across the county. For every £1 ticket, 50p
goes directly to the player's chosen cause and 10p supports
the wider work of Cambridgeshire Community Foundation.
Players have a 1in 50 chance of winning every week, with
prizes ranging from £25 to a £25,000 jackpot.

Causes across the county, Parent-Teacher Associations,
charities and sports clubs are benefitting from adding the
lottery to their fundraising mix, offering a reliable, steady flow
of income that's increasingly welcome in a tough climate.
Recent research from the Charities Aid Foundation indicates
that the number of people donating, and the amounts given,
have fallen over the last few years, making it more important
than ever for charities to diversify how they raise funds.
Michael O'Toole, CEO of Cambridgeshire Community
Foundation, said "When we launched the lottery 12 months
ago, we wanted to give causes across the county a practical,
low-barrier way to bring in additional income - no setup fees,
no minimum sales targets and minimal admin. We were
particularly keen to open up lottery fundraising to smaller
organisations who may not have had the capacity to set one up
on their own; the regulatory requirements and operational
burden can be significant barriers. By taking that on, we could
give local causes, however small, access to a fundraising tool
that genuinely works. Seeing that in action —and knowing
we've helped causes across the county raise over £20,000 in
year one — makes us incredibly excited about what

year 2 holds."

To buy a ticket, sign up as a cause, or find out more, visit:
www.cambridgeshirecommunitylottery.co.uk

Julia Cieslak
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Dear Editor

| WOULD like to highlight the efforts of an unsung hero
in Linton. A local resident has been removing the
unsightly graffiti from the major road sign at the
entrance to Bartlow Road.

We understand that the graffiti on the other large road
sign, near the new roundabout on Bartlow Road, was
also cleaned a few weeks ago, and we wonder whether
the same person was responsible.

What a hero! She is currently removing graffiti from the
main road.
Vivien Wong-Spracklen

Spanish baroque at Hildersham

2, s
THE Lowe Ensemble takes us on an intriguing journey
through Spanish music of the 17" and 18" centuries -
and its influences across Europe — on Sunday 28" June
at 7.30pm at Holy Trinity Hildersham. A wide palette of
vocal and instrumental works of different styles from
courtly refinement to earthy dances and sacred
reflection will be performed by a group of five talented
plus a guest theorbo player. Tickets £15 including
refreshments. From: https//tinyurl.com3nyxrsca or at the
door. Contact Athene Hunt: huntcam2015@gmail.com.

Athene Hunt
on behalf of the Friends of Hildersham Church

Singing for fun with Balsham Singers

JOIN us to learn and sing theme tunes from the Bond
films, musical theatre — Grease and Les Misérables, as
well as Abba and Queen.

Come along on Thursday nights, 4", 11, 25" June;
2" July between 7.30-9 pm, at Balsham Sports Pavilion.
Pay as you go - £5.

No booking required, any questions to
Balshamsingers@hotmail.com.

Jo Stinton

Come to the Well

ON Sunday 14" June, St Mary's Church will be open
from 6-7pm for The Well: a beautiful, candlelit quiet hour
in a peaceful, sacred space.

The Well is a gentle space with time to sit, reflect,
breathe, and simply be. A chance to ground yourself,
and prepare for the week ahead, with gentle music, a
few words, and times of silence. Drop in for a few
minutes, or stay for the whole hour.

Everyone is welcome and there is no charge.
Revd Paul
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Headscratcher

Number 20

A mathematical spider crawled from one corner of a
ceiling to the opposite bottom corner of the room.
The spider took the shortest most direct route.

With the ceiling being 3 m x 3 m and the wall
opposite being 3 m long x 2.2 m high, what angle did
the spider start at, and as it passed the ceiling centre,
what was the shortest distance from that centre?

Also find the total distance taken? All angles to be
given to the nearest degree.

Answer to 19
The race is over 4 laps, 1,600 m and the winning time
is 312 seconds.

Amended Answer to 18
It has been graciously pointed out that the expression
x*has a minimum value at about 0.37 and then rises

to either side in the range 1>x>0. )
Aspasia

Camsight summer lunch

AT our meeting in May we were delighted to have a
return visit from Peter Day, who in his capacity as
Jukebox Legends' had us laughing, singing and foot
tapping to many of our favourite songs from the forties,
fifties and sixties. He is especially fond of Elvis songs as
he was a very successful Elvis impersonator, with lots of
stories to tell. This was followed by a strawberry
shortbread cream tea and our raffle.

Our next meeting will be our summer lunch on Tuesday
9" June, at the earlier time of 1pm at the Chalklands
Community Centre. Sadly this will be our last meeting at
Chalklands, but we shall all be keeping in touch and
whenever possible will still help our members with any
eyesight issues. If you would like any information about
Camsight, please contact us on the Cambridge office
number 01223 420033 or on 01223 893595.

Jean Mannion

An ACE ploughman's lunch

Activities and Care for the Elderly (ACE) would like to
invite you to join them for a Ploughman's Lunch served
at the sports pavilion. We hope to welcome friends old
and new from 12.30pm on Thursday 4™ June. Cost £7.

Sue Filby

The Darwin family in Cambridge

AT our April meeting, Philip Stott introduced us to the
Darwin family and their associations with Cambridge.

It appears that, at first, not all were academically
inclined. Nevertheless, they went on to achieve great
success and left their mark, the most well known being
Charles. Philip recommended reading Period Piece
written by Gwen (Darwin) Raverat, great grand-daughter
of Charles, from which Philip used extracts during the
course of his talk. It shows some amusing sketches
featuring the Darwin family along with accompanying
stories. A highly interesting evening, well presented and
thoroughly enjoyable.

For further details of the Linton and District History
Society please email [dhscambs@gmail.com.

Margaret Creek
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Village Diary

A round up of dates from this edition
For entries, email: diary.linton.news@gmail.com.

Please check with organisers before attending
weekly events.
See https://www.lintonvillagedirectory.com/events
calendar for more details of village events.

JUNE

Tue2 W.IL Meeting, 7.30pm Village Hall

Thu4 ACE Ploughman's Lunch, 12.30pm Pavilion, Linton Rec.
Thu4 Linton Roots Meeting, 6-7.30pm St Mary's Pavilion

Sat6  Farmers Market, 9-11.30am Village Hall

Sun7 FROG Litter Pick, 10-12pm Village Hall

Mon 8 W. Wickham History Club, 7.30pm W. Wickham Village Hall
Tue9 Scrabble Club, 10-12pm St Mary's Pavilion

Tue 9 Camsight Meeting, Tom Chalklands Centre

Wed 10 Coffee Morning 10-12pm Linton Free Church

Fri12  Summer Fair, 4-8pm Linton Infant School
Sun14 The Well, 6-7pm St Mary's Church

Fri19  Daylight Readers, 10.30 & 2.30pm Library

Fri19  Mary's Community Kitchen, 12-2pm St Mary's Church

Sat 20 Coffee Morning, 10-12pm St Mary's Church
Sat20 Musical Instrument Taster, 11-12.30pm Duxford Primary School
Sat20 Hadstock Village Féte, 2-5pm Hadstock Village Green
Tue 23 Scrabble Club, 10-12pm St Mary's Pavilion

Sat 27 FROG Butterfly Flutterby, 10.30-12.30pm St Mary's churchyard
Sun 28 Lowe Ensemble Concert, 7.30pm Holy Trinity, Hildersham
JULY

Thu2 Linton Roots Film Showing, 7pm St Mary's Church

Sat4  Farmers Market, 9-11.30am Village Hall

Sun5 FROG Motherama, 11-1pm 14 High St

Tue7 W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm Village Hall

Thu9 Chestnut Playgroup Open Morning, 9.30-11am Cathodeon Centre
WEEKLY

Mon  Mini Movers, 10-11.30am Cathodeon Centre

Tue Rhythm and Rhyme, 10.30~11am, (term times) Library

Tue Granta Bridge Club, 2-4pm Village Hall

Tue Knit and Natter, 2-4pm Library

Tue Linton Lionesses Kickabout, 7-8pm LVC

Wed  Tots in Tow, 9.30-11am (term times) Village Hall

Wed  Warm Hub, 1-4pm Sports Pavilion

Wed T Drop In, 5-7pm Library

Wed  Let's Run Girls, 7pm LvC

Thu Stay and Play, 10-11.30am Cathodeon Centre

Thu Baby Group, 1-2.30pm Cathodeon Centre

Thu Games Afternoon, 2-4pm Library

Fri Lego/Duplo, 10-11am (1st 2nd & 4th Fri) Library

Comm. Sports Centre, LVC
St Mary's Church

Fri Badminton Club, 7-9pm
Sun Church Service, 8 & 10am
Sun Church Service, 10.30am Linton Free Church
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Your Local, Professional, Carpet and Upholstery Technician Dean
16 years’ experience
Package to suit every level: Basic, Pet Treatment or Carpet Protector
Carpet moth removal and prevention oG,
cleansmart| " :

trained technician

Contact Dean on 01223 654652 or info@allstarcleaning.me.uk to make an
appointment.
Allstar Cleaning, 14 Hillway, Linton, CB21 4JE

RDM | Accounts

Accountancy &
Bookkeeping Services

01223 667000
07850007111

enquiries@rdmaccounts.com

Linton e Haverhill ¢ Cambridge
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PAINTING & DECORATING || | 12 | 0CAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO
SPECIALIST.
PROPERTY MAINTENANC

Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs
FRIENDLY SERVICE.

@ Interior & Exterior

Mobile: FREE QUOTATIONS
Tel: Andre Jacobs
07917890752 M
ob:
07765 594398
Office:
adam_westlake@hotmail.com || 01440 702498

Linton Complementary
Health Centre

2b Bartlow Road, Linton, CB21 4LY

e Acupuncture, Peter White; MSc, MBAcC
e Shiatsu, Cindy Faulkner; BA, MRSS
° Massage, Peter White, Dip.Mass

Telephone: 07757 257530
Email: EeJenquiries@lintonhealth.co.uk

ELECTRICAL

POWERING YOUR WORLD

ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

07984 155358
E.A.ELECTRICAL@HOTMAIL.COM

SERVICES INCLUDE:

o EICR

o FUSEBOARD UPGRADES
© PARTIAL/FULL REWIRES
o LIGHTING UPGRADES

© ADDITIONAL SOCKETS
o MUCH MORE

INSTA: E.A.ELECTRICAL




News from the Heights

IN response to the growing national crisis in Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) provision,
Linton Heights Junior School has launched a specialist
learning base designed to provide targeted early
intervention and inclusive support for pupils with
additional needs.

The initiative places the school firmly ahead of recent
government reforms outlined in the 2026 Schools White
Paper, which calls for stronger inclusion, earlier support
and greater investment in specialist provision

within schools.

Since opening after Easter, the
learning base has supported up
to eight children each morning in
a calm, structured environment
tailored to their academic,
communication and emotional
needs. Pupils receive focused
teaching in english, maths, oracy
and emotional literacy before
returning to their classes later in the day.

The space, formerly known as the art room, has been
completely redesigned to create a nurturing and
purposeful learning environment.
The provision was developed |
following detailed assessments in &=y
reading, writing, spelling, maths,
speech and language, and
emotional wellbeing, ensuring
support is carefully matched to
pupils' individual needs.

The learning base was created in partnership with the
Trust SEND specialist, Director of Inclusion and a Local
Authority SEND practitioner, ensuring the approach
reflects current best practice and national priorities.

With increasing pressure on schools nationwide to meet
complex SEND needs, Linton Heights' proactive
approach demonstrates a strong commitment to
inclusion, personalised learning and early intervention.
Early indications show the provision has already
im||oroved pupils’ confidence, engagement and readiness
to learn.

Caroline Webb

Chestnut playgroup

WE are holding an open morning on Thursday 9™ July,
for all families who are looking for term time childcare
and would like to visit the playgroup. This is a drop-in
session — please feel free to visit at any point between
9.30-11am. If you are unavailable on the 9%, but would
like to visit us, we would be happy to arrange an
appointment for you on another day.

We have places and availability for next academic year
(September 2026 onwards) - for further details please
see our website, or contact our administrator via email:
adm.chestnutpg@gmail.com, or using the website
contact form:
www.chestnutplaygroup.org.uk/Contact-Us/.

Chestnut Playgroup
chestnutplaygroup.org.uk
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The Marsh mail

AT LVC, developing independence, one of our core
school values, is central to preparing students for life
beyond the classroom. Through leadership, mentoring
and enrichment opportunities, we empower students to
grow in confidence, take responsibility and thrive.

Our highly successful Year 10 Sports Leaders
programme enables students to take ownership of
sporting events. Following a competitive application
process and focused training, students plan and deliver
sessions both in school and with local primary pupils.
Their impact was evident at a recent tennis tournament
for Year 3 and 4 pupils, where their professionalism and
leadership were so highly regarded that they have been
invited back to support future events.

Supporting younger students is at the heart of our 8M8s
mentoring programme. Recently, our current Year 7
students were selected to become Year 8 mentors
through an application and
interview process. They play a
vital role in supporting Year 6
pupils during the transition
process this July, helping them
feel settled and reassured. This
support continues when students
start in September. Many mentors
draw on their own experiences,
developing empathy, confidence
and responsibility.

The Duke of Edinburgh Award
further strengthens independence.
Students build practical skills such
as cooking and navigation,
volunteer in the local community
and take part in expeditions. A
practice expedition around Saffron &=
Walden this weekend will prepare [
them for their Peak District
expedition later in the

academic year.

Across all programmes, students are supported to lead,
contribute and grow together, developing the
independence and skills to shape their futures.

Helena Marsh

Chestnut
Playgroup

12'4

v
Chestnut Playgroup
Open Morning

9th July 92.30-11am

All welcome to our drop-in session
for families to visit the playgroup

The Cathodeon Centre, Horseheath Road, Linton

& www.chestnutplaygroup.org.uk

PosterMyWall.com

* 24 hour emergency service
- Boiler breakdown and servicing
* Boiler upgrade

REGISTER
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KA PLUMBING & HEATING

Office: 01223 890554
Mobile: 07890 576608 !
kaplumbingheating@hotmail.co.uk  Approved Installer

Interior_ :

Sarah Bartlett,
Clare Padfield,

Sonmia Villiers

3dto 27" June 2026
Opening hours 10:00 - 5:00
Wednesdays to Saturdays

gallery

94 High Street, Linton, Cambridgeshire CB21 4JT www.galleryabove.co.uk

T: 01223 894899 M: 07909 981827 E: rosiewellings@aol.com

Capri

VERTICAL, ROLLER AND

CHRISTOPHER @ $
% MARKHAM 'J

Wl HOME & GARDEN SERVICES

Interior/Exterior Decorating VENETIAN BLINDS

. . SUPPLIED AND FITTED
Fencing, Guttering FREE QUOTATIONS
Turfing, Garden Clearance FREE HOME VISIT
Lawn & Hedge Cutting
Decking & Patio Cleaning TEXT ONLY

Patios & Driveways
Call on
(01223) 892889
or 07973 294946
No job too small...

07774168833

or email colin@capriblinds.co.uk

ALL BLINDS ARE MADE IN ENGLAND
- FAST LOCAL SERVICE

Visit capriblinds.co.uk

P.B MAINTENANCE

ﬁY //( HANDYMAN _
X \{ = GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Z| Zq ||O'I'es FENCE, GATE REPAIR
g g p SHEDS
« Qualified Body Control Pilates SMALL CARPENTRY JOBS
Teacher. SMALL PLUMBING JOBS
« Classes and 1-1 sessions FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY
Specialising i ODD JOBS
« Specialising in older and less
able clients. NO JOB TOO SMALL

Pb.maintenance@yahoo.com

Tel: Paul 07816310197

Contact Rachel 07905105081
Rachel@zigzagpilates.co.uk
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News from the Infants

AS always, these articles are written well before publication,
and in this case, before our May half term. | hope the half
term weather is kind to us and that everyone has the chance
to recharge before the last half term of the year.

As has become tradition, we supported Purple Day to raise
funds for Cancer Research. The children wore purple and
raised a fantastic amount for this worthwhile cause. Thank
you to all our parents for their support.

We were also lucky enough to have Linton Jazz perform a
fundraising event for us! Thank you to them for a fantastic
afternoon of music.

If you have applied for a place for your child to join us in
September, you will have received an email with details of
our New Parents' Evening. We are looking forward to
meeting you all, along with welcoming back some

familiar faces.

Our PTFA is currently organising our popular summer fair,
which takes place on Friday 12" June from 4-8pm. This
year's event will be slightly different as the school celebrates
its 150t birthday!

We will have our usual summer fair 4-6pm, with all the usual
stalls and maypole dancing, then from 6-8pm we will have
music, takeaway and a bar. We will also host an exhibition of
photos, registers and other artefacts from years gone by. If
you attended the school, please do come along and see if
you can spot your name in the registers!

These events rely on the support of our wider community,
be that through donating raffle prizes, sponsoring a stall or
simply by turning up and enjoying the evening! We look
forward to seeing you there, everyone is welcome!

Kelly Harries

June at the Library

ARE you ready for the Summer Reading Challenge? Aimed
at children, you can sign up from Saturday 4" July to enjoy
throughout the summer holidays. This year's theme is Read
to the Beat.

Daylight Readers: Friday 19" at 10.30am and 2.30pm. The
morning group would love to welcome new members. Come
and check it out!

Rhythm & Rhyme: Tuesdays 10.30-11am for children aged
0—4 (term time only), followed by Duplo. We would love to
see you and your little ones there.

Knit and Natter: Every Tuesday, 2—4pm. Bring along any
craft project.

IT Drop In: Every Wednesday, 5—7pm. Knowledgeable
volunteers can help with IT queries.

Games Afternoon: Thursdays, 2-4pm. Come and meet new
people. Board and card games provided, or bring your own.

Lego/Duplo: Fridays, 10-11am (first, second and fourth
Friday of the month). Activities for children aged 0-4.

Find us on Facebook and YouTube
@CambridgeshireLibraries, and on Instagram (@cambslib).
Our opening hours can be viewed at: www.cambridgeshire.

gov.uk/library .

Vicky Anandraj and Ann King,
Community Library Assistants, Linton Library

PALMER & SON
SCAFFOLDING LTD
A local family run business with

over 30 years’ experience in the
trade.

Cambridge

Art Makers

A friendly and inspiring
workshop and studio.
Expert tutors offering a
diverse array of dynamic,
engaging creative courses.

(!

Make time for Making!
Claim your creativity it's
good for youl
6 Lintech Court, Linton
www.cambridgemakers.org

All enquiries welcome with a free
quotation on all jobs.

All aspects of scaffold undertaken;
no job too small.

Contact Martin on:
Tel: 01223 892145

Mobile: 07970348182
almersscaffolding@outlook.com

M
MOPS

HAIR BY JO

WOMEN | MEN | CHILDREN

PLUMBLINE

PLUMBING AND HEATING
ENGINEER
FRIENDLY AND
RELIABLE
SERVICE
- -
Nn N

aColl John on
01223
893903

No Job Too
Small

41 HIGH STREET, LINTON
01223 893 285
07775 522 175

supciketalktalk.net

www.zigzagpilates.co.uk

mopshairsalon.co.uk
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The Hundred Parishes Society

ALTHOUGH the Society is not a religious organisation,
we encourage visits to parish churches as they are often
the oldest and most interesting buildings in any
community. Inside, you may find images of angels in
some form or another. These winged creatures are
considered to be messengers of God. They also
represent goodness, with a promise of heaven if you live
a good life.

Angels in churches are depicted in paintings, on
stained-glass windows, suspended from ceilings,
carved into corbels that support roof timbers or on
poppyheads at the end of pews.

Clavering church displays several angels in its medieval
glass windows as well as a series of wooden angels
suspended from the rafters — they have feathers all over,
including their legs.

It is easy to miss Clavering's angels, but not those at
Furneux Pelham. Their bright colours come from a
repaint in the 1960s. Some play a lute and others hold a

‘\

Angel under the lectern at EImdon

On Saturday 20" June at 2pm

THE Hadstock Village Féte is once again taking place and
we would love you to join us for a wonderful afternoon of
traditional entertainment and family fun.

The festivities begin at 2pm with music from the Hadstock
Silver Band, who will entertain us throughout the afternoon.

Around the village green you'll find a wide variety of stalls

and attractions, including plants, cakes and local produce,

games, bric-a-brac, field activities, and face painting.
Children from Ashdon School will also perform the
traditional maypole dancing.

This year, our popular auction is moving online and will open
for bids in early June. Keep an eye on Facebook for details

of the féte auction site, where you'll find a wide range of
exciting prizes — including a tennis lesson with a former
Wimbledon star, a spa day, a painting lesson, personal
training, rugby tickets, a wine tasting experience and so
much more!

Please do bring some cash with you, as many stalls will be

cash only and mobile phone signal in Hadstock can
sometimes be unreliable.

All profits from the féte will be shared between Hadstock
Village Hall and the upkeep of our beautiful Grade | listed,
1,000-year-old church, St Botolph's, which will be open
throughout the day.

For auction lots, dog show classes, and full details of
everything happening at this year's Féte, please visit our
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/hadstockvillagefete.

We very much hope to see you there.

Hadstock Féte Team

Linton's poppyhead

shield with a family crest, presumably of their sponsor.
Furneux Pelham also has a series of angels on windows
that were painted in the 19" century by renowned artists
William Morris and Edward Byrne-Jones.

Radwinter has stained-glass windows with angels
featuring prominently. At EImdon, one peeps out from
under the lectern from which the vicar preaches. In
Linton, one of the carved poppyheads depicts a scribe
resting his book on the wings of an angel.

Some churches have carvings on the corbels that
support major roof timbers. Hildersham's chancel has
especially colourful decoration, including angels on

each of its corbels.

Over the last couple of years, | have given an illustrated
talk to many local organisations, taking a peek inside
some of our parish churches and including photos of

angels in many guises.

Ken McDonald

Secretary The Hundred Parishes Society

TA L TEAROOM, SAFFRON ICE CREAM, BBQ

CAKE STALL, BEER TENT, TUG OF WAR, DOG SHOW,

¥ CHILDREN'S GAMES,

SWllers -

Precisi®n

CARPENTRY & JOINERY LTD

+Windows «Doors «Wardrobes «Media Walls
« Cabinetry «Bespoke Joinery s Carpentry
+ Staircases « Spraying & Finishing

R, 01440761688
W £ Woopworing
& info@carpentryjoinery.co.uk b f FEDERATION
www.carpentryjoinery.co.uk
& pentryj Y. - MADE IN®
©Q  Unit3 Moon Hall Lane, Haverhill, CB9 8QT ZIBRITAIN

¢ Multi Award Winning

¢ Bodyshop & Accident Repair Centre

¢ Manufacturer and Insurance Approved
¢ Courtesy Cars Available

¢ Insurance Claims Management

¢ EV & Hybrid specalist

Our dedicated detailing bay provides paint
correction, machine polishing and ceramic
coatings, getting rid of swirls, reducing or
eliminating scratches and giving your car
that showroom shine.

Unit 4, The Grip Ind Est
Linton

CB21 4XN

01223 880603
repairs@cooperbarnes.co.uk

AUCTION, TRACTOR DISPLAY,
MAYPOLE DANCING, TIN CAN ALLEY,
HADSTOCK SILVER BAND AND MORE
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Planning applications from
15t April to 13" May

26/01628/HFUL Demolition of existing double garage and
erection of a two-storey annex. 21 Cambridge Road Linton
Cambridgeshire CB21 4NN. Validated: Tuesday 121" May
2026. Status: Awaiting decision.

26/0452/TTCA Apple tree reduce height by 2.5m. The Old
Workshop Horn Lane Linton Cambridgeshire CB21 4HT.
Validated: Wednesday 6" May 2026.

Status: Awaiting decision.

26/01666/CL2PD Certificate of lawfulness under S192 for
the re-roofing of existing roof to include like-for-like
replacement of all tiles with the exception of a small vertical
section on the south face, replace underlying roofing felt and
battens and like-for-like replacement/repair of pedestrian
garden gate, ornamental metalwork to be retained. 10 Horn
Lane Linton Cambridgeshire CB21 4HT.

Validated: Friday 15t May 2026. Status: Awaiting decision.

26/01610/HFUL Demolition of existing garage and link, new
single storey front porch, two storey side extension and
single storey extensions to front and rear. Internal alterations
and new vehicular access and drive. 4 The Furrells Linton
Cambridgeshire CB21 4JJ. Validated: Thursday 30" April
2026. Status: Awaiting decision.

26/01603/TELNOT Installation of a 9 m medium wooden
pole. Land opposite 76 Chalklands Linton Cambridgeshire
CB21 4JH. Validated: Monday 27" April 2026. Status:
Awaiting decision.

26/01561/LBC Repairs and reinstatement of dining room
chimney. Insert gas burning stove and flue and brick hearth.
Reinstatement and repair of sitting room chimney. Lime
plaster chimney breast. Insert wood burning stove and flue
(stainless steel) and brick hearth. Install cast iron air brick
and brass hit and miss vent. Repairs to bedroom chimney.
Lime plaster chimney breast and install Victorian fireback.
Fulwells 97 High Street Linton Cambridgeshire CB214JT.
Validated: Friday 24" April 2026. Status: Awaiting decision.

26/01416/LBC and 26/01415/HFUL First floor rear
extension, French doors to existing rear elevation and
internal improvements. 5 Coles Lane Linton Cambridgeshire
CB214JS. Validated: Friday 17" April 2026.

Status: Awaiting decision.

Linton WI

IN April Neil and Clare Callan told us how, during their
working lives, they had planned their dream garden.
Upon retirement, they bought a neglected quarter-acre
plot in Fenland. Twenty years later, our members were
able to hear what they have achieved, the challenges
they faced, and the hard work involved. Even now, the
resident wildlife often attempts to undo their work! We
were able to view pictures of their gardens, as well as
buy some of their surplus plants, including some striking
irises. A top tip for dry shady areas was brunnera, with
recommended varieties including Silver Heart, or

Mr Morse.

Our May speaker was Tony Smith, whose photographs
you may have seen on the village website. He has a
large collection of cameras, but acknowledges that most
of us, nowadays, take pictures on our mobile phones.
There's a difference between ‘'taking’ a snap, or ‘making’
a picture by deliberately setting up a scene. He
recommended that, when photographing children or
pets, it is better to get down to their level, and if possible
maintain eye contact. Conversely, if the subject is a car,
locomotive engine or similar, getting a low viewpoint
emphasises the strength of the subject. An interesting,
informal talk.

We meet on the first Tuesday of every month, in the
Village Hall. New members always welcome. Visitors £5.
Our next meeting is on 2" June. Why not come and give
us atry?

Pat Marshall

New barbers
v @ L TN O
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TRADITIONALBARBER.
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THERE is a new barbers in the V|Ilage where you can get
fresh trims and fades at 10 Bartlow Rd, Linton, CB21 4LY.
Closed Mondays, Tuesday-Saturday 9-6pm;
Sunday 10-4pm.

— _
FENCING

Your Local Fencing Specialists Since 2002

Domestic & Commercial Work
Fencing - Gates - Decking - Paving
Repairs & Replacements

Free, Friendly Quotes & Advice
01223 910888 | 07813 070542

info@ajbfencing.co.uk

PSH
Electrical
Services

Rewires, New builds, Extra

[lights, Extra sockets, Repair
works, Garden lighting,

Showers
Registered NIC EIC
domestic installer
email

pshelectrical27 @gmail.com

telephone 07867980738

Move well! Live well!

Hi! I'm Helen. | love keeping
movement fun to enjoy a great
quality of life. Come and try my
friendly Pilates classes to:

* Keep strong and mobile with
physio based exercises

* Help prevent back pain by
developing stable core
muscles

% Improve posture & balance
Group classes in Linton & 1 to 1 classes
07454942577 Facebook pilateswithhr
pilateswithhr@gmail.com

Australian Physiotherapy & Pilates Institute
Matwork Instructor

Independent
Mortgage Brokers

info@exf-mortgages.co.uk
01223 652888
www.exf-mortgages.co.uk

Excellence Financial Limited is an Appointed Representative of The Right Mortgage Ltd,
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Your Home (or property) may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your
mortgage or any other debt secured on it.
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Nufﬁn I|k a Pufﬁn

YEARS ago there was a survey about which species
should be our national bird. Competing for the top spot
were robins and puffins, and robins won the day. You
don't have to move far to see a robin after all. But any
effort to see puffins is repaid many times over. | failed to
highlight the puffin in our colour edition in April. With an

orange or red crayon or felt tip, you can now colour in the
eye, the front section of the bill, the hinge of the ‘jaw" and

the legs and feet. Minutes of fun!

If you can go north or west before the end of
June, there are places where you can
guarantee to see puffins. Bempton Cliffs
in Yorkshire is the easiest, along with
the Farne Islands where boat trips
leave on the hour from Seahouses

in Northumberland. To visit cliffs
where seabirds are nesting is one

of the great natural world
experiences, even if you have
absolutely no interest in birds for

the rest of the year, and even if

the weather is awful. It is not just
their breeding season vibrant
orange bill and legs, but their

comic waddle and their curiosity:

the penguins of the north. You

can watch them wheeling in from
the sea like a heat-seeking missile
with their bills stuffed with fish for D
the young pufflings waiting in w\dﬁ\“\(}
the burrows. '

Puffins are Fratercula artica, the friars
of the north in their black and white outfit,
also called parrots of the sea, and Tammie Norries in

Shetland and Orkney. They are alone all winter on the sea, pufflings find their wings and set off on their new life far

but congregate in great rafts offshore before somehow
finding their last year's mate. By a combination of
magnetic clues, celestial navigation and memory, they

find their way back to the same burrow on the exact

same cliff year after year for up to 20 years. It is not just

a fun fact, but to me truly astonishing. Also astonishing
is their bill. The favourite photo is always the puffin with

its bill stuffed with sand eels. This bill has a spiky tongue

which shoves fish up into the palate, locking them in

place. The upper palate has ridges which grip each fish

as it is added. The bill has a hinge joint which allows the

puffin to keep its catch secure while adding more fish,

each time it dives down, usually to around 30 metres,

and sometimes deeper. A sort of puffin
shopping trolley.

One of the major causes of the decline in

sea birds has been the overfishing of
sand eels, their major food supply. After
years of negotiation by many different
wildlife organisations, there was a ban

being done on the position of wind
turbines on their flight routes. Not so
easy to prevent are the huge storms
that cause widespread devastation of

the larger gulls waiting outside the
burrows to grab the poor chicks. But

One last thing | have learned is that
there are now teams of volunteers who
scale the cliffs and scour the burrows for
chicks. They then grab the chicks and throw
the seemingly helpless critters into the sea, to keep
them safe from predators. Instinct kicks in and the

from the cliffs and associated dangers. You have to be
cruel to be kind.

Upcoming FROG events in June/July

Butterfly flutterby
LET'S see what's fluttering about us on Saturday 27t

moths to your garden.

June from 10.30am to 12.30pm. Starting point in St Mary's FROG is a volunteer group that runs litter picks,

churchyard.
The walk will last up to two hours, and it will be led once

conservation and citizen science monitoring tasks, and
events to promote a love of our natural world. Everyone

again by Matt Hayes, from the Zoology Museum. Matt will is welcome to join. If you're interested, or would like

lead us through the green spaces of Linton and help us
find the butterfly species that flutter around us, and talk

importance to the habitat.

Motharama 2

Sunday 5" July from 11am to 1pm at 14 High St, Linton.
Chris Tyler-Smith and Yali Xue have once again kindly
agreed to host the session. Last year was a fantastic
occasion with children and adults marvelling as they
interacted with the moths first-hand. Chris and Yali will

have several moth traps set up the previous night, and will

help us observe and identify the moths they collect. This
is a wonderful opportunity to see first-hand what is
happening in Linton's gardens, for adults and children
alike. We will also help you think about how to attract

R J Fencing of Linton

New fencing and repairs

No job too big or too small
Free quotations and estimates
Landscaping services
Licensed waste carriers
Friendly professional service

VVVYVYVYY

Enquiries call Jason 0771 989 5149

Email rjfencinglinton@gmail.com

ProClean

‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*QGutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

more information, please contact us at lintonfro mail.
com or visit us at facebook.com/LintonFROG/?
about butterflies, bumble bees and other insects and their locale=en_GB.

Jonathan S//verman Co-chair, Linton FROG

numbers of puffins and other cliff nesting

on sand eel fishing in 2024, a major win
for conservation. Constant work is also

seabirds. It is also heartrending to see

that is nature and gulls need to eat too.
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Yard sale for the Plesiosaurs!

DO you want to earn some extra cash for the back-to-
school rush? Then why not take part in a yard sale | am
organising as part of my Extended Project Qualification? It
will be held 2™ August, in Linton. There is a £5 entry cost,
but all the money that you make is yours to keep. The
money raised by you entering is going towards the Etches
Collection Museum in Dorset.

On 1%t January, 2024, a documentary was released,
presented by Sir David Attenborough, on a Plesiosaurus
skull that had been found on the beach, called
Attenborough and the Giant Sea Monster. The Etches
Collection is now fundraising to retrieve the rest of the
animal’s skeleton from the cliff, which, if accomplished,
would make it the most complete Plesiosaurus skeleton
ever found. This is what | am fundraising for.

If you would like to participate, please contact me using
HD170519@hrsfc.ac.uk and | will organise maps for
everyone taking part. You never know, you might just find
that one thing you are looking for! | will also be holding a
stall at the Linton Heights Junior School on the day from
10am to 2pm, but you are welcome to have your stall open
well past those times. I'll see you there!

Harry Didier Serre

Photo Competcition

Open to everyone living in the area and their families

dmlclml-}

We’re aiming to be inclusive...
a phone and an eye for the opportunity are all it needs.

This year’s categories are...
Along the Path

Lovely Leaves

The Sky’s the Limit

.. all open to interpretation when you’re out and about,
on holiday or in your garden.

We'd love to see your favourite pictures of the summer,
so why not make this the year to give it a shot?!

KPS0,
«

jRHS

<4rED 5%

Closing date 15t September
All entries will be displayed at The Summer Gardening Fair 3
on Saturday 12th September
Photos must have been taken after 1st October 2025
up to two entries per category: 50p per entry.
Send your entries and questions to Alice and Andy Mitchell: photo@westwickham.org
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e Extensions

¢ New Build

® Design and Build

e Kitchens

e Bathrooms

* Property Maintenance
* Refurbishing Windows
* Roofing

¢ Loft Conversions

» Heritage, Listed & Conservation
* Renovations/Alterations
e Driveways & Patios

* Ground Works

@pcjconstruction

www.pcjconstruction.co.uk
info@pcjconstruction.co.uk
Ryan Greenwood - 01223 606022

A J Pest Control Ltd

Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control

Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, Moths, Ants,
Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

Tel: 01799 542 505 Mobile: 07855478824
E-mail: info@ajpestcontrol.com www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

KJL Roofing M

All roofing repairs, lead-

work, renewal of pitched or| All aspects of plastering

flat roofs undertaken:
New guttering, Plasterboarding
repairs/unblocking Rendering

No job too small
30+ years experience
Free estimates

Free estimates before any
work commenced
25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542

- Tel: 01223890228
Mob: 07958 618440

Bentens

Accountants and Tax Advisors

Abbey House, 51 High Street
Saffron walden

01799 52305= www.benten.co.uk
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County Council

Kingsway Solar Farm

A FEW years ago our area was approached by a solar developer with plans for a very large solar farm in the fields
between Balsham, West Wratting and Weston Colville. Were these plans to be granted planning permission it
would be one of the largest solar farms in the country and would be larger than Heathrow Airport. Thank you to
everyone who engaged with this consultation; we hope you will keep the energy up for the entire process. The
next phase will be that the developers submit a formal application to a government planning inspector who will
make the final decision.

There is a local action group, Kingsway Solar Community Action - https://kingswaysolarcommunityaction.co.uk/ -
which has done some very good work on putting together detailed comments on the scheme.

Local government reorganisation

In 2024, the government announced that it was going to reduce the number of local councils, merging them into
so-called unitary authorities. Our preferred plan is a joint council covering the Cambridge City and South
Cambridgeshire areas since a lot of the services, such as waste collection, planning and legal, are currently
already shared. A case could be made to extend the area to include either Huntingdonshire or East
Cambridgeshire areas but the starting point for negotiations will be the Cambridge City/South

Cambridgeshire combination.

We now wait to hear what the government’s preferred option is in June and this will then be consulted on. The
elections to what's called the ‘shadow authority’ of these new councils will be in May 2027. This shadow authority
will spend the year setting up the committees, allocating budgets and appointing senior staff. The council will then
come into power in May 2028 when the District and County Councils will cease to exist.

District Council

Cambridge Growth Company

Successive governments have announced that they saw Cambridge as a major area for growth in the country. To
facilitate this, the Cambridge Growth Company, which will ultimately become the new DevCo, is going through the
process of identifying the area they want to look at and the 'strategic site'. This is the minimum size a development
would be for the DevCo to take the planning decision for themselves instead of the local planning authorities.
There was a public consultation on the size and we encouraged people to respond with the highest of the
numbers offered — 1,000 houses or over. This will keep as many planning decisions within local government as
possible, so controlling what is built in our part of the county. Keep reading the local press to see how

this develops.

Local plan

Having said all of that, the District Council still needs to go through the process of submitting its latest version of
its ‘Local Plan’ to government. This is the plan for where they see developments going over the next 30 years.
They are proposing that the South Cambridgeshire/Cambridge area needs more housing and have suggested
sites around the district that can take the housing. One of these areas is Grange Farm to the north of Abington.
This proposal is a significant settlement of up to 6,000 houses plus other facilities. The District Council consulted
on this proposal earlier this year, and thank you to all those who responded. Of course, a scheme of this size will
be controversial, as the scale of it would mean a significant disruption and a change in our local landscape.

The next phase of this process is that the District Council will need to make any changes it needs to, following the
consultation, and then republish a final version of the plan with a view to submitting it to government in December
tﬂis year. There will be more opportunities to formally put your views forward, which will likely be at the end of
the summer.

Speculative developments

This year we've seen a number of speculative housing proposals in our area, the largest ones being Little Linton,
Horseheath Road and Back Road in Linton. There was also a proposal for a scheme on Pampisford Road in
Abington. All of these fall outside what's called the ‘development framework’ which is the boundary of the village
that all housing developments are required to sit within (except in exceptional circumstances). It's impossible to
say for certainty with planning but our view is that it's very likely that all of these will be refused on this basis just
as the application in Abington has been.

The developers will almost certainly appeal that the District Council doesn't have what's called a ‘five-year land
supply’ which is the number of houses, with granted planning permission, to take the predicted growth in the area
over the next five years. The District Council has always maintained it has a solid five-year land supply, so, if that
is the case, the appeals should also fail.

Food waste collection

It is planned to introduce a separate food waste collection this year. This is a major operation for the District
Council requiring an additional 22 vehicles and around 75 new staff. Much of the initial costs are met by
government grants, but not all. The extra cost will need to be met out of council resources. The roll out of this
scheme has started in South Cambridgeshire and our part of the District will receive the new food bins, around
September time.

Local elections

The District Council held its last ever election in May this year, before it is subsumed by local government
reorganisation. Both of us were re-elected to represent the villages within the Linton ward, with majorities in all of
those villages. We thank everyone for their continued support and, whether you voted for us or not, we will
continue to do our best for the area.

More widely the Liberal Democrats had quite a successful day, winning 43 out of the 45 seats on the

District Council. District Council — John Batchelor — johndbatchelor23@gmail.com

District and County Council — Henry Batchelor — henrybatchelor89@gmail.com
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G. DYE & SONS
GENERAL BUILDERS,
GROUNDWORK & MAINTEN ANCE,

COOPER-BARNES

Multi Award Winning, family run garage BATHR{MIY REFITS
LA INTERIOE £ EXTERNME IVECIVHE AT,

HEFEHERUES AYAILARLIL

¢ Annual Servicing

¢ Diagnostics

¢ Brakes & Tyres
 Air-con Servicing

¢ 4 Wheel Alighment
* MOT’s

¢ General Mechanical
¢ Health Checks

, =5 For enquiries please call
i i Mobile:
| 07961 342887

Tel: 01223 892089

genrgedye TIEE btconnect.com

Cotfection &
for Linton &

surroundifg viJlages

Unit 4, The Grip Ind Est
Linton

CB21 4XN

01223 880603
repairs@cooperbarnes.co.uk
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Update from Pippa Heylings

FOLLOWING May's local elections, | am looking forward
to working closely with the newly elected councillors to
serve our community. | would also like to offer my
commiserations to all those who stood for election but
were unsuccessful, and | would like to thank all
councillors, regardless of political party, for their service
over the last four years.

Charity Skydive for Arthur Rank Hospice

Some of you will know that Arthur Rank Hospice, which
provides truly amazing palliative and end-of-life care for
hundreds of patients every year, has had its NHS funding
cut. It is therefore imperative for the hospice to urgently
raise funds to close this funding gap. In April, along with
an extraordinary team of campaigners devoted to raising
money for the hospice, | did a tandem skydive to raise
vital funds.

It was the scariest thing I've done and yet so exhilarating
to jump out of a plane over Cambridgeshire at 15,000 feet!
For a full 60 seconds we plummeted to the ground in
tandem freefall at 125 mph, and then floated down, under
the parachute for five minutes. | am delighted to say that
together we raised over £26,000. Thank you to everyone
who gave so generously.

Championing our Chalk Streams

| have continued to champion one of South
Cambridgeshire's most precious natural assets. Our chalk
streams are globally rare, with only 260 in the world and
85% of them in England. They are essential to biodiversity
and provide unique habitats for wildlife. They are being
damaged by the twin threats of over-abstraction of water
and pollution by sewage. | introduced a bill in parliament
calling on the government to nominate the UK's chalk
streams, including those flowing through our own
constituency, such as the Rivers Cam, Granta, Mel, Rhee
and Shep, as a UNESCO Natural World Heritage Site.
UNESCO designation will help galvanise public
engagement and investment in their recovery.

Fighting for SEND Reform

Since becoming your MP, | have heard from countless
families struggling to access the support their children
need. The delays in obtaining diagnoses, developing
Education Health and Care PIans%EHCPs), and securing
funding are causing real distress — and too many parents
are being forced into costly complaints and tribunal
processes just to get what their children are entitled to.

The SEND system is broken. It is failing children every day
and pushing councils to the brink of bankruptcy. That is
why | welcome the government's recognition of this crisis
and the steps they have set out to address it — though |
know many parents have serious concerns about what
the reforms will mean in practice. | have written to the
minister to convey those concerns, and | am grateful to
everyone who responded to the consultation and shared
their experiences with me. | will continue to campaign in
parliament for greater special needs funding for our area,
and to raise individual cases with the local authority. If
you are struggling to navigate the SEND system, please
do get in touch — | am here to help.

These are just a few of the things I've been working on in
recent weeks that | wanted to share with you. If you would
like to keep up to date with my work, you can register for
my e-newsletter, available at
https://www.pippaheylings.org.uk/newsletter.

Pippa Heylings

LZDC_DESIGN

Graphic designer
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MATT LAWRENCE
BUILDING SERVICES

- BRICKWORK
EXTENSIONS

& mixed media artist

david@lzd.design
07743 598 544

logos, ads, web, print

- PATIOS

"

= FLINTWORK
- PLASTERING
- WALL & FLOOR TILING

N 07984 615289
MATTLAWRENCEBUILDINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
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WORLD CUP LIVE

AT THE CROWN INN LINTON

Catch all the home games
plus the biggest matches across the tournament

LNEFOOTBALL  FOOD  DRINKS

Childcare

01223 891051

Fuel the excitement with our limited edition

WORLD CUP MENU

FIRST AVENUE
WEALTH

Local Financial Advice

Personal & Business Financial Planning - Protection
Retirement & Investment Planning - Estate Planning
Initial Consultation - Without Obligation

Paul Smith DipFA pm.smith@sjpp.co.uk

L
www.sjp.co.uk/stephenmussard ]agics’s
T.0870 0493340 M.07717 803333 plilCC

First Avenue Wealkh i on Appointed Representative of ond represents only 5t James s Floce Wealth
nManagement plo (which ks outhor and reguiated by the Financial Conduc
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Parish Council matters is written,
edited and published by the
Parish Council with the support
of the Linton News Team

Chairman's annual report 2025-2026

THE 2025/26 year has been as busy a year as | can
remember as a councillor with a huge number of
additional working group meetings on top of our planned
and additional full council, planning, finance and
personnel meetings. Our office team has again been
incredible not only for managing the agendas, minutes
and actions for these meetings; but also for managing
the hundreds of additional queries that come through
the office each month, and both the regular contractors
and additional contractors who we request to carry out
specific projects. So an enormous thank you, from all
councillors and residents to: Jenny Seaward — our Clerk
- for your amazing organisational skills; to Maria French
—our assistant Clerk and RFO - for keeping the finances
on track and making them so much easier to
understand; to Nadine Wilson — our administrative
assistant and burials officer — for your careful
management of the burial records and your interest in
improving Linton for all residents; and to Chris Filby our
village custodian - for the hard work (and cheerful chats
or waves) while keeping our village tidy. Linton is so
lucky to have such a strong team keeping our village
running smoothly.

While the usual term of office for a councillor is four
years, some join or leave during this time. James Lake
and Carl Cieluch stepped down as councillors during the
year. Their input to full council meetings, the planning
committee, the finance committee and all things traffic
related is very much missed — thank you both for your
service. We have also welcomed four new councillors
who are already making a great contribution to the
council — Lee Allen, Rosalie Campbell, Robin Williams
and George Leech.

This year has been an election year! At the time of
writing, the results of the District and County Council
elections are unknown. However, the Parish Council
currently has 13 councillors who have been elected to
the role unopposed (including our four new councillors).
They will serve a term of four years endeavouring to
make decisions on behalf of all parishioners. We still
have two vacancies on the council, so please do come
along and see what our meetings involve if you are
interested in serving the community in this way. Our
meetings are open to the public and press and we
welcome your interaction. As we are unable to debate
motions and take decisions on items that are not on an
agenda, please do reach out to the office in writing if
there is a topic you believe needs addressing.

You may have noticed an annual Environment &
Biodiversity Report in the packs this year. The Local
Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) has been launched
covering the whole of Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough. It is a strategy for the next three to ten
years covering air quality, biodiversity, water and waste.
It also sets out areas and species that will receive
targeted government support, but is aimed to inspire
action rather than dictate what can or can't be done.
Under the 2021 Environment Act, parish councils must
have regard to the LNRS which means that its plans and
policies must be incorporated into our own documents
and plans. Linton is lucky to have some very active
environmental groups with a growing number of
volunteers. The award winning Linton FROGs have
arranged many successful events supporting our chalk
stream and the biodiversity that lives in and around it.
Without repeating the separate report, these events
range from river fly sampling to bat walks, moth and
mammal trapping to litter picks, presentations and video
screenings. If you haven't attended any yet, | would

encourage you to do so. The FROGs have been
complemented this year by the Linton Roots who aim to
raise awareness of sustainability and environmental
matters locally. They have run a successful repair cafeé,
started planting wild flower plugs in various locations
around the village, built (and sited) bird boxes and are
arranging many more events in the coming year. Both
groups are encouraged and supported by the Parish
Council, and in return we are encouraged and
supported by the work that these volunteers do in
helping our village and its biodiversity. Many thanks to
Helen Brookes, Kirsten Newble and the many other
volunteers who are making a difference in Linton.

Linton's trees provide a home to a rich and diverse
range of wildlife and our triennial tree survey was
carried out successfully this year to monitor their health
and ensure the safety of residents. In addition to being
a home to wildlife, our trees capture carbon as they
grow, provide us with shade and bring variety and
structure to our gardens and the village skyline as a
whole. All trees in the conservation area are protected,
as are a number of other individual trees around the
village. Permission from the trees team at the Greater
Cambridge Shared Planning Authority must be sought
before any work to these trees is carried out.

The allotments on the Horseheath Road site have still
not been released to the parish. The enforcement
action started at the end of 2023 has still not reached a
conclusion. We understand that while the surface water
network on the site has now been signed off, there is
still work to be done to ensure that water entering the
site from the east is managed while working with the
contours of the land. We have been advised that a
variation of condition planning application is the likely
next step from Croudace to both manage the water and
subsequently allow the management of the allotments
to be handed over to the Parish Council.

Work on our neighbourhood plan has slowed this year
as we have tried to grapple with the responses from
SCDC to our consultation, as well as to the changing
landscape in which the plan will sit. This coming year
will see a renewed effort to finalise the neighbourhood
plan before the new unitary councils come in to place. It
must respond to current issues and local strategies, so
work will be done to ensure it aligns with the emerging
Greater Cambridge Local Plan, the Local Nature
Recovery Strategy and the aims of the current
residents. Please keep an eye open for requests for
your input as we take these steps — as it is vitally
important that the neighbourhood plan reflects the
needs and aspirations of our community.

No chair's report would be complete without mention of
traffic issues in the village. Potholes, parking and
speeding being the main topics raised. The office
continues to report all potholes to the County Council
when parishioners raise them with us. We encourage
you all to report them directly to the website too (https:/
/www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-
and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-
faults) Following a meeting with the highways team, we
know they are aware of the enormous backlog of work
and that the root cause of the problem is that our roads
seem to have been in a 'managed state of decay' for far
too long. The budget required to fix the roads is
estimated at an eye-watering £800,000,000 — while the
budget that Cambridgeshire County Council has to fix
the roads is less than a tenth of that. To bridge the gap,
every individual (based on a population of 934,000) in
the County would need to pay an additional £855 per
year in tax!

Parking remains an issue in the village, although the
double yellow lines have finally been fully installed
between Coles Lane and Cambridge Road ... without the
single car gap! Our Speedwatch team continues to
monitor key routes in the village and we are expecting
the 20 mph scheme to be installed during the first week
of June. Carl and Juliet Cieluch have stepped back from
managing the Speedwatch team and we thank them for
all the work involved with organising the sessions and
the volunteers from June 2023 until July 2025. Thanks
too to lan Williams who has stepped back into the role of
coordinator and getting the sessions running again. If
anyone is interested in joining the Speedwatch team,
please do reach out via the office team.

As with every year, there are so many other topics that
we cover during our meetings that are reported in our
meeting minutes and reported in the parish matters that
| haven't had time to cover! | will finish again with a
reminder that it is our role as councillors to reflect the
views of all parishioners and to take decisions as your
representatives at Council meetings. If you have any
suggestions for how we could increase our interactions
with all demographics in the village, we would love to
hear from you. Again, as a reminder, we have two
councillor vacancies for co-option — so if you are
interested, please send an email to the parish office or
have a chat with a councillor you know to find out more.

ClIr Kate Kell

Cricket Club update

Linton Village Cricket Club (LVCC) has
recently started the season for 2026.
Match fixtures are played at the
recreation ground on Saturdays
throughout the summer. National
Village Cup matches, which LVCC are
competing in for the first time this year,
will be played on Sundays.

LVCC is supported by Linton Parish Council with
financial grants for 2026-2027. LVCC has been awarded
just under £2,000 to cover the cost of new sports
equipment, and essential tools for pitch maintenance.
Linton Parish Council would like to take this opportunity
to publicly thank the LVCC Grounds Maintenance Team
who prepare and maintain the pitch to an extremely high
standard, as one of the ground's maintenance contracts
awzaéged for a three-year period by the Parish Council

in 4.

Spectators are always welcome to watch the match and
enjoy hospitality in the Sports & Social Pavilion at the
recreation ground. LVCC will be opening the pavilion
Bar from the start of June through to the end of August
with profits from refreshment sales during these months
being re-invested in the club. Everyone is welcome -
come along and support the teams!

The Dog & Duck Public House sponsors the LVCC
teams, after the pavilion closes the team can often be
found at the Dog & Duck; why not join the players for a
drink or two and for the all-important post-match
analysis!

If you are interested in playing or assisting behind the
scenes, please contact LVCC via their Facebook page
here: Linton Village Cricket Club or via the Play-Cricket.
com website here: https://lintonvillage.play-cricket.com/

home. Clerk - Linton Parish Council
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Garage Ltd

McKenzie & Haywards
Garage LTD

MOT by appointment while you wait
Servicing, Collection & Delivery Service

Unit 3 & 4, Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambs

CB21 4XN

Tel : 01223 894140
Fax : 01223 890035
mhgarage@btconnect.com
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Which? RATED

Trusted Trader

Singing Lessons

Sarah Rosewell
BA (Hons) Music

ABC

tree
surgery °
Local, reliable Arborist based in

West Wickham. Able to deal

with all tree surgery works.
Fully insured and qualified.

Individual singing lessons
available for all ages
and abilities
Whether towards exams or
purely for pleasure
* CRB Checked
* Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

7919343321

rob@abctree.co.uk

_muH www.abctree.co.uk
sarahrosewell@hotmail.com E—

‘\ ADAMS
\‘ HARRISON

$O0LICITORS
3 OFFICES IN 3 COUNTIES

We have the experts to assist you when

Residential Conveyancing you really need us.

Matrimonial & Family Law
Wills, Tax Planning & Probate
Employment Law

Dispute Resolution
Commercial Property

Trusts

Saffron Walden, Essex 01799 523441
Haverhill, Suffolk 01440 702485
Sawston, Cambs 01223 832939

enquiries@adams-harrison.co.uk
www.adams-harrison.co.uk

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.

Accountants

Established 1991

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business ¢ Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation — no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham
Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

YOU BEAUTY

CAMBRIDGE

®CARPETS

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING &

*

YOUR LOCAL
BEAUTY SALON

Check us out at

5 Balsham Road, Linton ESTIMATING
Cambridge CB21 4LD All types of flooring
available

youbeautycambridge.co.uk

01223 668400 Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113
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Parish Council minutes

ABBREVIATED draft minutes of the Linton Parish
Council meeting held on Thursday 16" April 2026 at the
Cathodeon Centre.

Chairman's comment

The Chairman raised serious concerns regarding the
increase in abuse by parishioners being directed
towards councillors and the office team verbally, via
social media, and more recently via email. The
chairman stated this behaviour is unacceptable and will
not be tolerated, adding that the matter will be
monitored, highlighted, and addressed in line with the
civility and respect pledge.

External and internal meetings

Report of the meeting with Cambridge County Council
(CCC) Highways held on 16™ March.

Written report available on the Parish Council website.
Information following the Cambridge Growth Company
Consultation webinar held on 17" March and 24th
March. Written report available on the Parish Council
website.

Report of the meeting of the Charles & Mary Anderson
Trust. Written report available on the Parish

Council website.

Report of the meeting of the seniors working group
with Age UK on 2" April. Written report available on the
Parish Council website.

Update following the meeting to discuss youth support
in Linton on 2" April. Written report available on the
Parish Council website.

Report following the meeting held by the environment
working group with Linton FROGs and Linton Roots on
14™ April. Written report available on the Parish
Council website.

District and County Councillors report for April 2026.
Written report available on the Parish Council website.
In addition to the written report the following
information was shared at the meeting.

Cllr Henry Batchelor added:

Local Government reorganisation — It was advised that
the original criteria may change in relation to division of
districts, as had been witnessed in areas further along
the process than Cambridgeshire. Final decisions are
expected by the end of 2026 with 2028 set as the first
year of a new unitary authority.

Grange Farm development — SCDC IS in the process of
reviewing comments from the public consultation with
the intention of further meetings with local
communities as the plans develop. CC Henry Batchelor
to advise of any meetings to enable members of Linton
Parish Council to attend.

Forest City proposal — The Local Planning Authority
(LPA) is not minded that the scale of development is
feasible. LPA to hold a briefing to update local
communities on the proposal. CC Henry Batchelor to
advise of any meetings to enable members of Linton
Parish Council to attend.

District Councillor John Batchelor added:

The outline planning application for Horseheath Road
to go to a delegation committee week commencing
20™ April to determine whether the application will go
to the planning committee or be delegated to the case
officer.

Clir Hine raised a question in relation to the local
government reorganisation and asked what effect this
would have on the Grange Farm development and the
local plan.

CC Henry Batchelor advised the changes would not be
likely to affect the local plan as objections would be
raised by the local authority.

Clir Kell asked about the various options and the
effects on the local plan.

CC Henry Batchelor advised that local plans would

be merged.
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ClIr Kell raised a question regarding the village
boundaries of Linton as these had been changed on the
local plan to include the relatively new developments on
Bartlow Road and Horseheath Road, stressing the need
to re-instate the original boundary to preserve the
boundary in relation to future development.

Clir Henry Batchelor advised he would raise the matter
on behalf of Linton Parish Council.

Finance

Notification of the payment of office rent to Linton
Village Hall at £9,229.50 For information. Noted.
Quotes and contracts

Notification of the fire alarm, emergency lighting and
firefighting equipment checks to be completed on

23 April as a H&S requirement.

Notification of the fire risk assessment scheduled to
take place on 7" May to be completed as a

H&S requirement.

Consideration of the quotation received from lan
Lorman to conduct a trees ID session for Linton and to
include a budget for hospitality. Decision required.

Clir Sanderson proposed a maximum budget of £200
be delegated to the Clerk to arrange the event. Clir
Gardener seconded. All agreed.

Consideration of the alteration to the relevant contracts
following the removal of the leylandii hedges at the
MUGA. Supporting documents available in councillor
packs. Decision required.

The Clerk advised that the affected contractors had
been approached to carry out work at Paynes Meadow
as substitution for the work at the MUGA and requested
that members take a formal decision to allow the matter
to progress for the final year of the grounds
maintenance contracts. ClIr Hine proposed the changes
be implemented to the end of the current contracts
(March 2027). CliIr Singh seconded. All agreed.

Grants and funding

Invitation to apply for grant funding from the Hundred
Parishes Society in relation to the restoration of the
gate in St Mary's Churchyard. Decision required.

The Clerk advised a quotation was pending in relation
to rebuilding the gate and requested that a formal
decision in relation to the grant application be
considered to meet the deadline to apply.

Clir Sanderson proposed that a grant to a maximum of
£3,000 be applied for towards the proposed
restoration/rebuilding of the historically significant gate.
ClIr Gardner seconded. All agreed.

Compliance and risk

Risk

Request for an initial budget for the works to perform
the required checks and any associated work in relation
to the management of memorials risk assessment in the
Linton cemetery. Decision required.

Clir Gardner proposed an initial budget of £600 be
approved. Clir Smith seconded. All agreed.

Traffic and highways

MSID YTD reports. Written report available on the
Parish Council website.

Open spaces and environment

Paynes Meadow

Review of the cost of provision, installation and ongoing
collection charges for a litter bin at Paynes Meadow.
Supporting documents available in councillor packs.
Correspondence item 42, 57 and 81 refer.

Decision required.

ClIr Singh proposed the bin be purchased from and
installed by SCDC at the quoted cost of £417.74.

Cllr Campbell seconded. All agreed.

The recreation ground

Recommendation from the environment working group
in relation to a re-planting scheme at the MUGA. Verbal
update from the environment working group.

Decision required.

No decision was taken on this item.

It was requested the office seek quotations for raised
beds for the perimeter of the MUGA and that council
approach the Beacon Youth Trust at the quarterly
review meeting scheduled to take place on 20" April,
to seek involvement with the young people who attend
the organisation.

Consideration of the provision of facilities on the
recreation ground during the summer holidays and a
budget to be delegated to the Clerk to arrange.
Decision required.

Clir Williams offered to open the facilities during the
summer holidays on weekdays between the hours of
11am to 4pm on behalf of Linton Parish Council.

Clir Sanderson requested that all councillors support
Clir Williams with the opening of the pavilion for
parishioners. The Clerk offered to create a schedule to
enable support to be arranged.

ClIr Gardner proposed the voluntary offer be accepted
with further discussion on provision with the office. Clir
Campbell seconded. All agreed.

Community buildings

The pavilion

Approval of the revised terms and conditions of hire for
the pavilion amended to include the provision of
parking at Linton Village College. Supporting
documents in councillor packs. Decision required.

Clir Smith proposed the revised terms and conditions
be approved with the amendment. Clir Singh
seconded. Agreed with two abstentions.

Consideration of the advice and quotation received in
relation to the extraction system in the pavilion kitchen.
Decision required.

Clir Gardner proposed the quotation, option B, at a total
cost of £1600 be approved. Clir Sanderson seconded.
Agreed with two abstentions.

The Cathodeon Centre

Consideration of the proposal to install parking buffers
parallel to the wall in the Cathodeon Centre.

Decision required.

Clir Gardner was asked to present the previously
proposed changes to the Cathodeon Centre car park to
the Cathodeon Centre Trust to negate the risk of
further damage to the wall and improve provision for
disabled parking.

Meeting dates

The annual Parish Council meeting will be held on

27t May at the Cathodeon Centre at 7.30pm to which
all Councillors are summoned. For Information. Noted.
Matters for future consideration

ClIr Smith and ClIr Gardner raised the request for a
review of the Parish Council estates be arranged. The
Clerk was requested to arrange a community buildings
working group meeting.

Clerk

Full minutes and written reports are available on the
Linton Parish Council website.

Linton Parish Council
The Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton. CB21 4JS.

Clerk to the Council - Jenny Seaward
Telephone - 01223 891001
Email - enquiries@linton-pc,gov.uk
Website - www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk

Office Opening Hours
Monday - Friday 9am - Noon
Strictly By Appointment Only

LINTON VILLAGE MOTORS

(situated in Great Abington opposite Granta Park)
www.lintonvillagemotors.co.uk

Tel:01223 830550
» MOT testing
- All makes of vehicles serviced

==

and repaired
* Tyres at competitive prices
* courtesy car provided
* Polite and friendly staff

L
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Sat: 8.30am-12.30pm

ClearTax

& ACCOUNTING LTD

Mon-Fri: 8.30am-5.30pm

Cook Stars

Haverhill to Newmarket

Linton Village Hall

Quality, friendly accounting
MondayS - 515 pm

services and taxation advice.

Sole trader and small
company specialist.
Free initial consultation.

Y We have a new address Y

Unit 1, The Old Stables, Yole Farm,
Linton Road, Balsham, CB21 4HB.

01223 772326

janine@cleartax.co.uk

v S
Book: https//ﬁnde( cookstars.franscape.io NGy www.cleartax.co.uk

LINTON AND CAMBRIDGE LETTINGS

* Family Run Business - Linton Specialists for 25 Years
* Refreshingly High Standards - Google Rated: 5 Star
Yok Kk ¥k Local Agent

¢ Experienced, Fully Regulated, Qualified & Compliant
Check Out Our Google Reviews: Cambridge Office or Local Linton Office.

If You Need a "TOP QUALITY LEVEL OF SERVICE” Why Not Call Us?

Callus Now: 01223 891227

www.admiralestates.co.uk

HOCKEY

ESTABLISHED 1885

Checkatrade.com

QLinton based

II Electrical

SOLON ELECTRICAL

-Fully licensed electricians-

Rewires, new sockets, lighting upgrades, EICR reports,
EV chargers, fuse box upgrades and more!

PHONE: 07848 681486
EMAIL: info@solonelectrical.co.uk
Call today for your free no-obligation quote

Welcome from
your neighbours!

For a free valuation call us on 01223 789966

47 High Street, Linton, CB21 4HS ¥ linton@hockeys.co.uk




