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LINTON DIARY
To guarantee entry into this diary please ensure that your

event is written into the diary in the Post Office.
Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.

You may also send an email with your event details to
diary@linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info

Weekly
Whist Drive, 7.30pm, Mondays  Village Hall
Men’s Keep Fit Club, 8pm, Mondays LVC
Story Time, 2.15-2.45pm, Tuesdays Library
Linton Chess Club, 7.30pm, Tuesdays Village Hall
WEA, 10am, Tuesdays Village Hall
IT Club, 7pm, Tuesdays Cathodeon Centre
Relaxation course, 7.30pm, Wednesdays  2bBartlow Road
Linton Radio Race Car Club, 6-10pm, Wednesdays VH
Tots in Tow, 10-11.30am, Wednesdays in term time VH
Little Acorns, 10-11.30am, Thursdays VH
Carpet Bowls, 7.30pm, Thursdays VH
Bridge Club, 7pm, Fridays Cathodeon Centre
Ladies’ netball,  7-8.30pm, Mondays  Sports Centre
Weight Watchers, 7pm, Wednesdays Cathodeon Centre
Tap dancing, 7.15-8pm, Fridays Village Hall
Badminton, 8-10pm, Fridays Sports Centre
Theatre workshop, 7.30pm, Wednesdays  LVC

MARCH
 3 Women’s World Day of Prayer, 10.30am URC Horn Lane
 4 Farmers’ Market, 9.30am LVC
 6 Bookfest meeting, 8pm Village Hall
 7 WI, 7.30pm Village Hall
10 Quiz night (Save the Children), 7.30pm Balsham Institute
11 Table top sale, 9am Chalklands
11 Jumble Sale, 2pm Symonds House
11 Linton Music Society Concert, 7.30pm St Mary’s Church
12 Camera Club, Understanding your camera, 10amVH
14 VIP group, 2pm Chalklands
14 Gardening Club, 7.30pm Village Hall
15 Knitting group, 2pm Chalklands
15 Railway Club, 7.30pm Meeting room, Pear Tree, Hildersham
15 CAMTAD Hearing help, 9am-12noon Health Centre
16 Parish council meeting, 8pm  Cathodeon Centre
16 Cambridge flower club, 7.15pm Whittlesford Memorial Hall
18 Jumble Sale, 2pm  Village Hall
18 St Patrick’s Day race night, 7.30pm Infant’s school
19 Ladies’ Day, 11am Fire Station
21 Historical Society, 7.30pm Village Hall
22 NSPCC coffee morning bring and buy, 10.30am

Summerfield, 1 Mill Lane
24 Ladies’ Night, 8pm LVC
25 Dads and Tots, 9.30-11.30am Village Hall

APRIL
 1 Farmers’ Market, 9.30am LVC
 2 LOSC, indoor car boot sale, 10am Village Hall
 4 WI, 7.30pm Village Hall
 6 Luncheon Club, 12.15pm  The Crown

Refuse collection:  6th,  20th March, 3rd April.
Recycling collection: 13th, 27th March.
Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-
5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thursday Closed; Friday
10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon.

The Linton News can also be read online at www.linton.info
Extra copies may be obtained from BP garage on the by-pass.
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ACELEBRATED magi-
cian and his equally

famous rabbit have been liv-
ing in Linton all their lives.
Claude Perry of Balsham
Road has reluctantly decided
to give up his magic tricks
after more than 60 years of
enchanting children, mysti-
fying adults and thoroughly
enjoying himself.

Claude, who worked for a
firm of accountants by day,
gave up his evenings and
weekends to entertain at par-
ties and dinners, and ar-
ranged to have his summer
holidays at Christmas so that
he could work in the school
holidays.

The pupils of John
Falkner infant school in
Sawston knew him as a friend
continuously for 38 years,
and he has also performed at
the primary schools in
Linton, Cambridge and be-
yond.

Very young children are
the most receptive to
Claude’s magic but all adore
him and his Netherlands
dwarf rabbit. This pure white
animal with black ears, nose
and feet is called Peter and is
small even for a dwarf.

He is at least 15, the last in
a line of other assistants who
have been well treated and
much loved by Claude. Peter
will live out his life in a hutch
in the outhouse, going out to
grass in fine weather.

In January, Claude’s life
as a magician was fêted in a
TV programme and a spread
in the Cambridge Evening
News. He had already ap-
peared on Anglia 50 years
ago to showcase the fiftieth
anniversary of the Magic Cir-
cle, and he can claim the tute-
lage of a Cambridge boy who
went on to be a professional

Quiet man with a secret

magician. One amusing inci-
dent he remembers was prior
to a performance for the staff
of Lord Braybrooke at
Audley End. He had decided
to wear full evening dress
(tails, stiff collar and studs)
as he knew His Lordship
would be thus attired, but
having been collected from
work in a taxi he discovered
how difficult it is to change in
a vehicle into such apparel!

After so long Claude is
sorry to let go this part of his

Claude Perry demonstrates the Troublewit for our interviewer
Picture by Roger Lapwood

ALTHOUGH the finance committee had recommended a six
or maximum 10 per cent increase to be precepted for the

2006/7 parish rate, at their meeting on 2nd February Linton
councillors had to make an immediate decision on whether to
cover an additional cost of £2,500 for the district council’s
footway lighting.

Fortunately for the residents of Emson’s Close, Fincham’s
Close, The Ridgeway, Horseheath Road, Rivey Way, Back
Road, Chalklands, Palmers Close, Hillway, Coles Lane, Green
Lane, Mill Lane, Church Lane, Horn Lane, Market Lane, Back
Road, Joiners Road, Symonds Lane, Tower View Green, Tower
View, Palmers Close, Crabtree Croft and Flaxfields, Linton
councillors voted to pay to take on the lamps numbered SCx.

Chair of finance, Simon Alper said, “We would like more time
if decisions of this kind are to be made”. He complained that there
had been no time to consult parishioners on street lighting
requirements and suggested residents should be asked if all the
lights were needed. When Mr Alper listed the major additional
costs for the coming year – street lighting, the village car park,
tree maintenance in the churchyard and cemetery – councillors
agreed a 15 per cent increase for 2005/6 to raise £118,105 for the
parish rather than £102,700 .                                                         LNT

A decision that was
not taken lightly

life, but he has already given
away many of his props. He
still retains his “Troublewit”,
an ancient item of folded col-
oured paper which can be
transformed into many
things, including a candle-
stick, a church window and a
fairground roundabout. An-
other intriguing object is one
dating from around 1700; a
12 inch high vase demon-
strated to contain bran. A lid
is then placed on the vase
which, when re-opened is mi-

SARAH Chamberlain Flowers will kindly donate to the Linton
branch of the NSPCC 10% of sales of flowers (but not plants),
over £21 bought for this annual celebration on 26th March. Please
mention this article to the florist when you order or buy so the
children can benefit. Thank you very much. For more informa-
tion, please contact:

 Susan Anderson 891623

Mothering Sunday flowers

A FULL sized foot-operated potter’s wheel on a metal frame and
a Canon Canorama microfiche reader are offered for sale this
month. The potter’s wheel can be demonstrated, and the micro-
fiche reader (with some fiche of Cambridge records) would be
useful for researching family history.

For the enthusiastic gardener there is a good quality alu-
minium greenhouse size 12ft x 8ft to be dismantled and collected
from a Linton garden for £10 or over. There are two children’s
bikes suitable for 8-10 year olds and one bike for a 5-6 year old.

The copper warming pan is yet to be sold as the donor would
like to raise £40 for charity. The bassinet/carrycot is still avail-
able for a minimum £10. The mah-jongg set was quickly snapped
up at £20 for the Guides and the bumbag style baby support was
sold for £5, benefiting St Mary’s church.

For any of the above items or to offer an item to profit a village
charity, please contact:                         Kate France 891602

or email katefrance@linton48.freeserve.co.uk

Too good for jumble...
THANKS to the recent award
of a grant, hundreds of photo-
graphs of historic Linton will
go on public display.

Linton and District Histori-
cal Society will be putting on a
fascinating new exhibition
called Linton in pictures on the
29th and 30th April in the Vil-
lage Hall.

The core of this exhibition
will be a large number of pho-
tographs from the collection
of local historian Garth
Collard, many of which have
never been shown before.

They cover a period from
around 1900 to the present
day, and show a wealth of
interesting social and histori-

Cash award brings
Linton past to life

cal detail. People whose fami-
lies have lived here for many
years may well see their
friends and relatives.

Please bring your own pho-
tos to the exhibition and share
your memories with other
people.

The exhibition and related
projects are made possible by
a grant from Local Heritage
Initiative, which is a partner-
ship between the Heritage
Lottery Fund, Nationwide
Building Society and the
Countryside Agency.

This generous grant means
that there is more to this
project than the exhibition.
Local schools will have the
opportunity to become in-
volved in related local his-
tory work.

The best of the photos will
be published later this year
by the Linton News in a new
free book. See next month’s
Linton News for all the de-
tails.

LNT

raculously found to house
the rabbit instead.

Claude is amazed by all
the attention he has re-
ceived and modestly dis-
believes his celebrity sta-
tus, but he will be inter-
ested to know if anyone
responds to a request in a
forthcoming issue of the
magic magazine Abraca-
dabra for anyone who can
better his 38-year repeat
booking.

LNT

PEOPLE in Linton have received the annoying news that the Royal Mail is planning to
change our post code, with all the attendant inconvenience that will cause.
Many people will doubtless have questions to ask. The Royal Mail has rather inconven-
iently decided to hold an open day in Linton to answer such questions on a weekday in
working hours (10am-3pm on Monday 6th March).
The Linton News will be there and will report on the changes in a future issue. Readers’
comments on the subject will be welcome.
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A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services

for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling

Door / Window Replacement

Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening

Painting, Decorating

Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 

15 years industry experience.

Very reasonable rates.

Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson

(Home) 01223 893114 / 893896

(Mobile) 07963 854653

Your local CORGI Gas installer – 25 Years Experience

For all your domestic Plumbing, Heating and Gas
Appliance Installation and Maintenance Requirements

Telephone: 01223 893686
Mobile:     07973 262776

e-mail: info@gascare.gb.com

website: www.gascare.gb.com

WELCOME to this new feature. The Linton News knew that
it could not replace Tony Smith so decided to create this

column. We hope that many of you will feel able to contribute
about your gripes, concerns or maybe just a suggestion, if you
could contact one of the team. We hope you will allow your name
to be published but anonymity is an option as we appreciate that
Linton is a small place! This month’s contributor has decided on
the anonymous route:

I HAVE been enjoying the BBC1 series, Life on Mars, which
sees a cop from 2006 sent back in time to 1973. It has had some nice
observations, for example about the way Lucozade used to be
packaged and the comparative sizes of Curly Wurlys. One com-
ment really struck a chord with me; an observation that you never
see white dog poo anymore.* I, however was still not pleased to see
that there seem to be multiple test-beds around the village to
recreate it.

It seems over the last few months that the problem of dog
muck on our pavements and grass verges has escalated, making
simple trips an obstacle course to avoid the tedious business of
scraping the awful stuff off your shoe, most likely after treading
it through a new carpet. Without going into detail this is not the
work of one dog with bowel problems, it must be a number of
dogs with inconsiderate owners.

The Parisians of course have found ways to deal with this
problem. There are twenty thousand dinky French poodles in
Paris and nobody there would risk creasing their Louis Vuitton to
stoop to pick up une petite crotte. So instead, the residents have
mastered walking without taking their eyes off the pavements
and the authorities spend €13 million annually clearing it up.
Does anyone fancy asking SCDC to cough up?

Dog poo is like an organic graffiti; it looks messy and it
suggests that the residents have given up caring about their
community. So dog owners please take your responsibilities
seriously and pick up after your dog. And everyone please let’s
challenge this selfish behaviour if we see it. Remember that this
is an offence which is punishable by a fine of up to £1000.

The Granta Ranta isn’t the only one in the village fed up with
this problem. See our letters page! The views expressed by the
Granta Ranta are not necessarily those of the Linton News Team.

Thoughts from
the Granta ranta

THE talk on plant
hunting in Chile by

Sylvia Norton at the gar-
dening club last month indeed
introduced us to many exotic
native species as well as the
physical geography of the
country, but she made no se-
cret of the fact that her chief
aim had been to enjoy her be-
loved Lathyrus growing in very
different situations from that
in which she usually sees them.

Sylvia holds the national
collection of Lathyrus, better
known to many as sweet peas,
and she has received an award
for excellence in nurturing
them – the only woman to do
so. The pictures we saw of these
flowers showed different
shapes, markings and colours
from those seen here, all grow-
ing happily on the native scree
rather than our damp clay,

which often doesn’t suit them.
This trip to Chile with the

RHS involved climbing
mountains, avoiding tarantu-
las and being rafted across
lakes as well as manoeuvring
into difficult positions in or-
der to take the many spectacu-
lar photos with which Sylvia
delighted us.

Our grand plant sale will
take place on Saturday 13th

May at 3 Mill Lane, so we hope
that members, and the many
others who support this ven-
ture are thinking of preparing
plants for the occasion.

At the March meeting Brian
Waygood will speak on Chel-
sea flower shows since 1947,
so please come along if you
would like to compare experi-
ences of this popular institu-
tion.

Gloria Fidler 891800

Sweet peas in a Chile climate

BY popular demand, there will
be another Ladies’ Night at 8pm
on Friday 24th March, this year
at Linton village college main
hall.

Organised by the play-
groups, this is a fun evening for
parents and non-parents alike
which last year was a great suc-
cess. Come along with your
friends, enjoy a free glass of
wine from the bar and sample a
range of local health and beauty
treatments (including relaxing
massages or manicures). Or
browse a tempting array of
stalls offering jewellery, cos-
metics, flower arrangements,
greetings cards and more. Then
enjoy a slice or two of one of
the delicious desserts on offer.
You might even bring your
mother or mother-in-law along
for a pre-mother’s day treat …

Tickets can be bought in ad-
vance from Granta or Chestnuts
playgroups. For further informa-
tion, or if you are interested in
having a stall, please contact:

 Heidi Prior 894826

Ladies’ Night is
back

THE ultimate Ladies Day at
Linton fire station: everything
from make-up, manicures to
Ann Summers, things to buy
and treatments to have. (Treat-
ments for woman only). Men,
come and treat the lady in your
life, ladies come and spoil
yourselves.

The event is in aid of the fire
service benevolent fund and
will be held from 11am to 5pm
on Sunday 19th March. Any
donations of raffle prizes
would be gratefully received.

For further information
please contact:

Mark Collins 891896

Ladies’ Day

THE first demonstration of
2006 will take place on Thurs-
day 16th March when Madeline
Bradley will entertain with her
theme of ‘ambience and sim-
plicity’.

The club meets at 7.15pm on
the third Thursday of each
month in Whittlesford memo-
rial hall. As well as monthly
meetings members have the
opportunity to join in work-
shops and demonstrations
throughout the area. New mem-
bers are always welcome.

For more information call:
Joyce 232744 or Judy 833759

Cambridge flower
club

LINTON Activities and
Care for the Elderly (ACE)

had their annual fundraiser to
support the work on 28th Janu-
ary of the mobile warden.

Although it was nominally
a “Sherry and Shortbread”
event, there was also tea, cof-
fee, savouries and cakes on of-
fer; something for all tastes, we
hope.

We had stalls, bring and buy,
a raffle (which included a £10
voucher donated by Waitrose)
and, thanks to Audrey and Jean,
an excellent tombola stall. Di-
rections Plus came along with
information and advice leaf-
lets but mainly we had a chance
to gather and converse with

Thank you, people of Linton
friends, old and new.

More than £400 was
raised, which will be used to
make up any shortfall in fund-
ing and to pay travel expenses
for the mobile warden. Well
done everyone who helped
with the event (it was hard
work, but well worth it!) and
many thanks to all who con-
tributed so generously; your
support is so very much ap-
preciated.

The soup and rolls lunch on
24th February was also well at-
tended, with Dr Janet West
speaking on the ‘Decorative
Arts of the Seafarer’.

This was how the seamen
of old occupied their time on

long voyages, making mod-
els, carving and engraving
bone, ivory and anything that
they had at hand. Linton never
ceases to amaze - with the
wealth of talent we have in our
midst – Dr West is a world
renowned expert on
scrimshaw, and she lives on
our High Street!

We all learned something
new, appreciated the slides and
wonderful exhibits which we
could handle, and enjoyed the
fascinating anecdotes.

The next event will be in
early April – date and event to
be announced. As ever, watch
out for the posters!

Enid Bald 891069

It’s Oxfam walk time again

ENJOY a refreshing
day walking in the

Cambridgeshire coun-
tryside on 14th May
with your family and
friends while raising
money for Oxfam’s
Emergencies Fund.

Celebrating 39 years
in 2006, this year’s
Oxfam Walk promises
to be a landmark event.
Starting and finishing

wide but we cannot do it with-
out you. Just £50 could provide
safe water for 125 families for
a week. Every penny counts!

If you would like to volun-
teer to marshal or steward on
the day, please contact Carrie
on 891921 or send an email to
carolinetravers@amherst3hl.
fsnet.co.uk For an entry form,
please phone 502798 or send
an email to oxfamwalk
@btopenworld.com or visit
www.oxfam.org.uk/walk.

Some happy walkers pictured during
the last Oxfam walk

Picture by Mike Crofts

THE myriad designs for a
sundial were the subject of

a talk by Mr Frank Coe to mem-
bers of the Friends of St Mary’s.
An enthralling subject; a dis-
mal Sunday afternoon was il-
luminated by slides of beauti-
ful and sometimes unusual de-
signs from Cambridge colleges
and churches to those in Scot-
land, London and overseas.
Particularly beautiful, unusual
and accurate to within a minute
is that designed to commemo-
rate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee

Sundials brighten a dull afternoon
housed at Greenwich Maritime
Museum.

Not only was the audience
encouraged by Mr Coe to look
up and admire designs aloft,
but also to seek out sundials on
a plinth or at ground level in
national parks and buildings.
As to St Mary’s, the second
buttress on the south wall bears
indication of two sundials, the
lower medieval and the upper
post medieval. All that remains
of the present sundial (dating
from the 18th century) on the

south wall battlement is a
cracked slab with a rusty rod as
the gnomon; nevertheless it is
in the records of the Sundial
Society.

Many society members feel
compelled to visit every sun-
dial in the list to note time and
date, photograph, tick off on
list and move on. Look out for
a new form of life in the
churchyard … a sundial spot-
ter!

Margaret Clark
892093

at Chilford Hall, Linton, you
can choose between a route of
four, eight, 12, 15, or 21 miles
or a marathon route of 26 miles.

It’s fun to walk with family
and friends! Get between five
and 10 of your friends and fam-
ily together and you can walk
to win the Oxfam team trophy.

This year the Oxfam Walk
aims to raise £50,000 for
Oxfam’s Emergencies Fund
which will contribute directly
to Oxfam’s emergency work.

Oxfam makes a real differ-
ence to people’s lives world-

LINTON out of school club
(LOSC) would like to thank
the Charles and Mary
Anderson Benefaction for their
very kind donation to assist
with replacing toys and equip-
ment at the club.

LOSC currently offers out
of school care both after school
during term time and through-
out the school holidays to ap-
proximately 60 families in and
around the Linton area. We are
also holding an ‘Indoor Car
Boot Sale’ (see page six for
details) to raise money to pur-
chase further equipment for the
children.

LOSC is a registered char-
ity which is now in its seventh
year and operates from the vil-
lage’s Cathodeon Centre.
Should you require further in-
formation please call:

Ceri Smith 0777 4455514

How the
money was

spent

The Dog & Duck
63 High Street, Linton

Tel: 01223 891257

Friday 17th March

St Patrick's Day
An Irish supper evening – traditional food & songs

Sunday 26th March

Mother's Day
Don't forget Mum! Wonderful 3-course lunch

www.dogandducklinton.co.uk

BOOK E
ARLY!!

BOOK E
ARLY!!

Local Heritage Initiative is a 
partnership between the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, Nationwide Building 

Society and the Countryside Agency

LINTON & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESENTS

LINTON in Pictures
Exhibition of 100 years of photographs of Linton

 
Hundreds of photos from the collection of local historian Garth Collard. 

Bring your own photos too. Share memories with other people.
Best photos to be published in a new free book by The Linton News.

Sat 29th & Sun 30th April
11am – 5pm, Linton Village Hall

Free Entry

‘

’
(* Experts say that dogs are no longer given bones to chew

– hence less calcium in their poo.)

Caroline Travers



DANIEL SAYER

Mobile: 07971 603557

32 Finchams Close

Linton, Cambs

CB1 6NE

Tel & Fax: 01223 890503

e-mail dan@dgdecor.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTERS
AND DECORATORS

BED AND
BREAKFAST

at
THE OLD BAKERY
WEST WRATTING

CAMBRIDGE
CB1 5LU

Also cottage to rent for holidays,
weekends and short-term breaks.

(situated at West Wratting)
Sleeps six people

Tel: David or Carol
(01223) 290492

Family Resource
Centre

Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton
Wednesdays during term time

Tots in Tow
Pre-school Baby & Toddler 

Group, 10 to 11.30am

Dads and Tots
09.30-11.am Sat (monthly)
Tel: John Thorne 891952 for 
dates and more information

Hosts for SCDC Housing Surgery.
See our calendar for dates.
www.lintoncornerstone.org

or ring Tracey 894656

Litho Printing
Hot Foil . Embossing
Cutting and Creasing

Telephone:

01233 891286
E-mail: info@sbprinting.co.uk

www.sbprinting.co.uk

31 Cambridge Road, Linton,
Cambridge CB1 6NN

Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 8:30am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8pm
Thursday 8:30am - 8pm
Friday 8:30am - 6pm
Saturday 8:00am - 4pm

Wednesday - Thursday
AND every other Sunday

10am - 1pm
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Readers write ...... Readers write ...... Readers write
A school in

Uganda with
700 pupils

and just seven
teachers

Dear Editor,
I have been reading about the posited sale of the car park
adjacent to the Linton Health Centre and wondered if the
following idea might assist the parish council in purchasing it
for the benefit of both patients visiting the health centre and
other users (eg. those visiting the recycling area).
When the parcel of land near Wandlebury became available,
interested parties set up a scheme for the purchase of ‘Gogs’
(certificates were issued but these only marked the donation
of funds to the scheme) so that the public would have right of
access.
Enough money was raised to enable this purchase to go ahead
(I believe payment was staged) – however, I do not know
what provision was made for upkeep.
Should patients who use the health centre, businesses and
parishioners be approached with a similar scheme (a list of
‘shareholders’ could be published), it is possible that a good
proportion of the selling price might be raised. Perhaps there
could be an inducement of a certain number of hours free

parking included in the purchase price of these ‘shares’.
Parking charges could be set by the parish council and would,
no doubt, be more modest than those of an outside concern.
Income raised would contribute to the cost of insurance and
maintenance.
I am very interested in the outcome of this matter as my
husband and I have to go to the health centre regularly and
shop in Linton. In the fullness of time we will, no doubt, find
it difficult to walk very far should the car park be sold to a
company who may charge a lot or eventually seek planning
permission if income falls below expectations. Incidentally, I
would be interested to know who holds the freehold of the
approach to the health centre and car park as this could have a
bearing on the matter.
If you think there is any merit in this suggestion, I would be
pleased if you passed it on to the relevant person or persons.
However, thank you for keeping us abreast of the situation in
our News; we really do appreciate it.
Mrs M Robinson, 100 Balsham Road

Dear Editor,
Some Linton dog owners
now seem to have a variation
on the game of taking your
dog out – walk first, clean up
after it, then stick the bag of
“second-hand dog food” in
the first black or green
wheelie bin you can find.
The rule of this game is –
have fun with your pet, and
let other people deal with the
s***!
This new game is now played
on a regular basis around the
Linton Heights area.
To the irresponsible Linton
dog owners – get your act
together, or swap your dog
for a hamster. You may find
it less of a challenge
socially.
Name and address supplied

I fear car park will go to highest bidder

Maybe a ‘shares’ scheme is way ahead

Why do drivers act so selfishly?
Dear Editor,
The Highway Code explicitly states that there is no stopping at any time where there are
double yellow lines. So why do people park with complete disregard/indifference on the
corner of Back Road/Balsham Road. I have noticed numerous incidents due to people
not being able to see round the corner, and in one incident a car-denting episode (no
injury). We sometimes park where we shouldn’t for a few minutes but hopefully do not
block traffic visibility. Could people have a little less of a selfish attitude where this
potentially dangerous junction exists and park a little further away?
Name and address supplied

Dear Editor,
Thank you for publishing my
letter regarding the future of
Linton’s car park and thanks
also to the sharp-eyed news-
room team at Radio Cam-
bridgeshire who spotted it and
offered me a chance to air my
views more publicly. The
broadcast went out early on
Wednesday 8th February and
was followed by a robust
response from Mr Steve
Hampson, director of housing
at South Cambs district
council.
Mr Hampson refuted my view
that the proposed sale of public
car parks in Linton, Sawston,

Melbourn and Histon was a
cynical attempt by SCDC to
recoup funds denied to it when
its proposed rates were capped
by the Government.
He went on to point out that it
was in the best interests of all
tax payers in South Cambs
that these car parks be sold for
the best possible price and that
SCDC’s proposal, which had
been prompted by a survey of
us all, had already been well
received by some of the
parishes concerned.
At no time did he deny the
land occupied by our car
park has been valued at
£52,000 (as quoted in LN)

but stressed the whole issue
was still under discussion
with the parish council, and
that SCDC wished to see the
land continue as a public car
park. I find it difficult to
understand how SCDC’s
desire to sell its land for the
best price can be reconciled
with its wish to see it retained
for car parking. Thus, unless
our parish council can per-
suade SCDC that its ideas/
costs are totally unrealistic, I
fear our car park may yet be
sold to the highest bidder and
used for whatever purposes
they choose.
Jim Foster, Emsons Close

Sending a
cow CAN
save lives

Dear Editor,
Susan Hughes’s attack on
Send a Cow (Linton News,
February 2006) appears to be
inspired by vegetarian propa-
ganda. I have stayed in
Uganda recently with Ugandan
families whose lives have been
transformed by the gift of a
cow and the training needed to
care for it. The owners, almost
always women, are given
intensive training in animal
husbandry, farming techniques
and human nutrition before
they receive their locally-born
heifer calf. (Send a Cow
Uganda does not import live
animals, Susan, but does use
artificial insemination.)
The new owner must give her
first heifer calf to another
trained Send a Cow recruit.
She can keep later calves, or
sell heifers to Send a Cow.
Bullocks are valued as draught
animals, though some bull
calves may go to slaughter.
It is the milk that lifts families
out of poverty. (Most Ugandan
peasants eat meat only two or
three times a year.) Milk
transforms children’s health. It
is good for expectant mothers
and for grannies too. Surplus
milk can be sold to pay school
fees (schools are not free).
Manure is the next most
important product. Wisely
used, it produces bumper
crops. Fodder for cows
includes garden and kitchen
waste, and the abundant head-
high elephant grass growing
on wasteland.
Seeing the excellent work of
Send a Cow organisers,
trainers and recipients in
Uganda has convinced me of
the value of this imaginative
charity. It empowers women,
rewards hard work and
enterprise, raises families out
of poverty, promotes neigh-
bourliness, produces healthy
well-educated children and
prolongs life. If, like me, you
support Send a Cow, please
carry on – your donations will
work miracles.
Elizabeth Bray, Horn Lane

IMAGINE a school of
700 children with only
seven teachers and

seven classrooms, no water on
site, no electricity and no food
for the children.

This is what Angela Stansall
took on when she went to
Africa to help set up a school
development programme in a
school in rural Uganda.

Angela is a teacher at Linton
infants school and she volun-
teered to spend her summer
holiday helping the African
teachers develop teaching and
management skills.

She was sent by Link Com-
munity Development, an
organisation originally started
by Cambridge students and now
a London-based registered
charity. It is mainly funded by
HSBC bank and has Archbishop
Desmond Tutu as its patron.

Angela spent several week-
ends preparing for her trip and,
as she told Linton WI at their
February meeting, was lucky to
be allocated a school which had
classrooms with walls, win-
dows and shutters.

The school is in the
Masindi district about 12
hours travelling time from
Kampala. “The district is in
the middle of nowhere,” said
Angela, “with no roads and
no infrastructure.”

The children were healthy
and happy and incredibly eager
to learn, she added. One thing
the school lacked was any visual
aids and the walls were bare.
Among other things, Angela
was able to show teachers how
to use discarded sugar sacks for
writing or painting on to create
visual displays.

“Nothing is discarded,” said
Angela. “Everything from
scraps of material to pieces of
cardboard can be used as an
educational aid.” She found the
work so rewarding she plans to
return in the future.

The next meeting of the WI
will be on Tuesday 7th March
when Mr A Maskell will talk
on the life and books of Beatrix
Potter.

Ann Simpkin 892090

Dear Editor
With reference to the
Christmas refuse collection,
I appreciate we had not had
a black bin collection for
three weeks and that Christ-
mas always generates more
rubbish. However the green
bin had also not been used in
that time, so I filled my
green bin with rubbish and
put both bins out on the
collection day. Both bins
were emptied and returned
to me. Where’s the problem?
Tracey Wilson
Wheatsheaf Way

Rubbish!

Playing dirty

Dear Editor
I am dead against the sale of the public car park and support Mr Jim Foster’s views (Linton News
February) about the SCDC passing on the land to the parish council for free with the costs of
maintaining the car park being shared by users and the parish council.
Where is it envisaged that the very many should park who attend the village hall or the church for
regular or special events? Where do people go who have to be driven, by the Helping Hands perhaps,
to the health centre, not to mention casual visitors or shoppers from nearby villages too, who might
reconsider coming to the Co-op, or to the few other shops we still have? In the High Street perhaps?

Anna Newton

Just where do they think we should park?



Page 4 March 2006

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 

SILVERLINE TOOLS
Unit 2 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 
Cambridge, CB1 6XN

Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931
Fax: 01223 894122

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

Clean plates, Clean glasses, 
Clean prep. surfaces, Clean toilets

Economically, Purely, simply biologically
Many choices from a range of detergents -

degreasers - descalers - toilet rolls - 
kitchen rolls - powders and liquids. 

Daily deliveries- monthly accounts- c.o.d.  
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T

POINT CONTACT
AT THE GRIP

Cash and Collect
Telephone 01223 894000

For  

Hygiene products business to business

You do not have to contact your existing accountant 

when you decide to change over to us –

the formalities are done for you.

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Businesses - Self Assessment

Personal Taxation

The ‘One-Stop Shop’ for your Accounts and Tax Returns

Copley Hill Business Park, Babraham

Tel; 01223 830044. www.TPaccounts.co.uk

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

 The Station House, Station Road

Morning, Afternoon, Lunch and 

Late Stay Sessions, 9am to 4pm 

during term time for children 

aged 2 to 5.

Pre-School sessions, to prepare 

for infant school. Holiday Clubs 

run during school holidays.

High staffing ratio, quality care.

  For further information ring:

  Marion:  897945 (school hours) 

  Jane:  503972 (at other times)

Little Hands 
Nursery School 
Linton

K.CLAXTON

Painter 
& Decorator

Interior & Exterior
Free

 
Estimates

Tel: (01223) 892190
Mobile: 07910149353

Linton Based

KNITTING has recently become very popular
again with New Yorkers, Londoners and

celebrities all enjoying the click of the needles.
“Bitch and stitch” knitting circles are becoming a
good way of catching up with all the gossip and
getting knitting tips.

Linton’s own knitting circles are not a product
of the latest fad; there has been a group meeting in
the village for at least 30 years in some form. A
group of knitters has been meeting at the
Chalkland’s Community Centre for about four
years. It’s a group of around 15 ladies who get
together with the aim of having fun, enjoying each
others’ company and supporting charities.

The group knits squares which are made up
into blankets. More than 60 blankets have re-
cently been donated to the homeless via the chari-
ties Wintercomfort, Jimmy’s night shelter in Cam-
bridge and the Salvation Army. Addenbrooke’s
received three cot blankets for ward C3 and Clare’s
Hospice shop in Saffron Walden was pleased to
receive three blankets for them to sell. Twenty
blankets from this group have also been donated
to one of Linton’s other knitting groups who knit
in aid of Feed the Children and meet on the last

Thursday of the month at members’ houses.
In the past the group has sent many blankets,

funds and other items to an orphanage in
Chernobyl in the Ukraine. Unfortunately they
haven’t been able to make a shipment to the
orphanage recently as one of the volunteer
drivers has been unwell. It is a major undertak-
ing for the volunteers to travel to Chernobyl as
it is a three and a half day drive each way with
another day spent at customs and border con-
trols. The volunteers have been funding the
trips themselves to ensure that every penny
donated goes to the orphans.

Currently the Chalklands group has around
60 blankets to donate and would be pleased to
hear from any charities who would like to
receive some. Donations of wool or money are
always welcomed.

If you would like to join the Chalklands
group they meet between 2 and 4pm once a
fortnight on Wednesdays (1st March and 15th

March being the next two meetings). If you
can’t knit they will be happy to teach you.
Contact:
Jean Whitby, 894318 or Joy Button, 892300

Some of the industrious ladies at Linton’s own knitting circle.
Picture by Roger Lapwood

Knitters’ blankets benefit many
THE inaugu-

ral Linton
C h i l d r e n ’ s
Book Festival is
now only two
months away,
and the line-up
for the festival
weekend on

Saturday and Sunday 6th and 7th

May is now nearly complete.
The latest additions to the
programme are the famous
author and illustrator Nick
Butterworth (creator of Percy
the Park Keeper) and the ac-
claimed production of
Pinocchio by puppet company
Indefinite Articles. They join
previously announced attrac-
tions including Angelina Bal-
lerina artist Helen Craig and

award winning author and ex-
plorer Simon Chapman, not to
mention craft workshops, per-
formance poets and an African
storyteller.

Fringe events are also
planned for the weeks leading
up to the Festival. Our aim is to
involve as much of the com-
munity as possible.

For all the details – plus
some extra competitions and
activities – check our website,
www.lintonbookfest .org,
where you also can sign up to
receive regular updates by e-
mail.

It’s not too late to get in-
volved in the Festival. You can
sign up as a volunteer via the
website, or contact Anna
McMahon on 892977. You can

also help promote our website
by adding a link from your own
or that of an organisation you
belong to.

Thanks to our main spon-
sors, the Local Network Fund,
all events are free. However,
because of the regulations gov-
erning our venues, numbers are
strictly limited. If you attend
school in Linton, look out for
the priority booking forms this
month, which will be handed
out by your teachers. This is
your chance to book free tick-
ets for the main events and
workshops – make sure you
don’t miss out!

For further information
please contact:

Nigel Crosland, 892777
4 Mill Lane, Linton

Bookfest weekend draws closer

A SINISTER crime that particularly targets the elderly is on
the increase in the South Cambridgeshire area. Criminals

posing as officials gain entry to homes and steal handbags, cash
and savings books. An attack of this kind was made in Linton in
January and 39 have been reported in Cambridgeshire in the past
month. Police are very concerned about the sharp rise in this
crime.

Police are giving the following advice:
* Always use the door chain.
* Ask for and inspect the caller’s ID.
* If the caller cannot provide ID shut the door

and call 999 immediately.
Door chains enable the householder to inspect the ID without

allowing entry to the caller. They should not be reserved for night
time use as this kind of crime tends to be committed during the
day or the early evening. Anyone without a chain can contact the
Linton community police officer at the number below for assist-
ance in getting them fitted.

No bona fide caller will mind showing you their ID card and
will be prepared to wait while you confirm their identity with the
agency or business they claim to be representing.

Many victims are leaving it too long before informing the
police of failed attempts which leaves the criminals on the streets
free to try again. If a caller seems suspicious please ring 999
immediately.

For further information or safety advice, contact your commu-
nity police officers, Martin on 07740 734 974 and Dawn on
07736 085525.

Cambridgeshire Constabulary has a new single non-emergency
number. The new number is 0845 456 456 4 and should be used by
the public for all non-emergency calls.

Beware of bogus callers

BRAVE Jill Beeden will
be conquering her fear of

heights to do a sponsored
parachute jump in aid of the
Multiple Sclerosis Society.
She will be making the tan-
dem jump on 29th March and
is looking for further spon-
sorship to help her reach her
£500 target.

Jill is jumping in memory
of her father, Peter Beeden,
who suffered from the dis-
ease and sadly passed away
two years ago.

If you would like to spon-
sor Jill you can donate online
at www.justgiving.com/
jilljump. There is a collection
tin in the Dog and Duck or
contact Jill on 894318

Look out for a report and
pictures in the May edition of
the Linton News.

LNT

Jumping
Jill

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

IMPROVE YOUR
SPANISH AT HOME

If you are interested in improving
your Spanish, contact:

Susan Hodges (01223) 891521
or: sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

*experienced teacher*
*lessons in your own home*

*free initial assessment/consultation*

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered

Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

 

H A family run and owned business with roots
 that can be traced back 135 years.  The office in Sawston is run by 
local experienced staff who are successfully selling in Linton and 

surrounding villages. For expert advice on selling your village home 
call: Glenn Coombe on 01223 493420

H Our Mortgage Adviser has access to 1000s of great mortgage 
deals from 100s of lenders. For free impartial mortgage advice call:      

Phil Duff on 01223 569306
[your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage]

60 High Street, Sawston, Cambs CB2 4BG.
Tel: 01223 493420 Fax: 01223 493429

E-mail: sawston@russellres.co.uk   web: www.russellres.co.uk



CHIMNEY

SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01954 782284
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Mobile 07720986236 

Don’t delay call today

CHRIS FLETCHER
CARPENTRY & BUILDING MAINTENANCE

KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING, 

DOORS & WINDOWS REPLACED 

PATIOS & LANDSCAPING 

CONSERVATORIES

GARAGE CONVERSIONS

For information or quotation:

01223 897233

07775 538095

Annette's

Beauty & Well Being
At The Bank House

37 High Street, Linton

Beauty with a different approach – Including an 

exquisite range of beautiful gifts + Gift Vouchers

Telephone – 01223 891900
Annette Jackson vtct iihht babtac & Reiki Master

Beauty and Holistic treatments for Ladies
British Association of Beauty Therapy & Cosmetology

ASW
INSTALLATIONS

CALL
 Andrew on

07990 898389

Telephone

engineers

HOME SELECTION

FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING

All types of flooring 
available

Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETSCobalt Cars
Personal Driving Service

AIRPORTS – WEDDINGS

SPORTS EVENTS

For all Business or Personal 

occasions

Advanced Bookings call Bill

07815 811834

cobalt_cars@hotmail.com

ProClean 
 

Carpet Cleaning 

Mobile Valeting  

Upholstery Cleaning 

Contract Office Cleaning 

Cleaning of Patios & Paths  

TEL: 890433 

For a Local Professional & Friendly Service 

Beauty Salon

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures etc,  
Mobi le service avai lable

Rene Guinot Agent
Tel Carol

01223 290450

W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Roses

Bed &
Breakfast

Denise Kiddie

27, High Street, 
Linton

Tel 01223 893478

Large ground 
floor room

with king size bed
Families welcome
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I WAS sitting on the sofa, uninspired.
There was nothing to do but just glance up
and down the Linton High Street as the
rain lashed against the window-pane.

Suddenly it grew dark, the rain became
heavier, the sky was split with forks of
lightning and thunder rumbled like an
empty stomach. The wind howled through
the trees. I snuggled into bed and somehow
managed to fall asleep.

Suddenly I woke up and looked at the
clock. It said 11.59pm. The thunder and
lightning were still cracking away in the
sky then suddenly something very strange
happened!

I heard the galloping of hooves and
whinnying of a horse. All went quiet and
then an owl hooted just as the church clock
struck midnight. I peeked out of my

Winning tales from young writers
THIS year, the Linton News has again sponsored a creative writing award for Year 6

pupils at Linton Heights school with a £50 token for the winner. The theme was
horror; and the topic inspired our winner and runner-up to use their imagination and
knowledge of English to telling effect. First prize goes to Emily King for her tale of a
stormy night in Linton High Street. Close behind was Christopher Rogers’ tale set in

Linton’s churchyard.

THIS month in our look at
the Linton News team our

focus is on the advertising and
proofreading.

 Our advertising manager,
Judith Rouse, who has lived in
Linton for 20 years, has been
with the Linton News for three
years.

“I was doing a course for a
Masters in Business Adminis-
tration and thought I might
have a few spare hours,” she
said. “So when I saw an advert
in the Linton News for some-
one to help organise the pa-
per’s adverts, I applied.

“It’s quite a lot of work,
especially at this time of year
as the ads come up for renewal
in March. As well as accept-
ing the adverts and updating
them if necessary, I collect the
money on behalf of the treas-
urer.

“Our adverts and the adver-
tisers are very important to us
as their fees pay for the paper.

“Once I’ve got the adverts,
I pass them on to our technical
man Graham Potter to set them
up and put them in the paper.

“When I started, we had
between 40-50 adverts; now
we get 75-80 and we have a
waiting list,” she said.

“The paper is so popular
that we’re over-subscribed
for ads – I’ve had inquiries
from as far afield as North-
ampton.”

As well as looking after the
adverts, Judith runs a joinery

Meet the team...

business with her husband, and
has two young children, so she
asks would-be advertisers to
be patient if she cannot get
back to them straightaway.
“Things can get very hectic,”
she said.

The paper regularly pro-
duces 15 adverts for Parish
Matters, the yellow section
produced by the parish coun-
cil. This helps reduce the cost
to the council of producing its
part of the Linton News.

Once the adverts are in and
the pages laid out with the pic-
tures and stories, the proofs go
to the chief proofreader Gloria
Fidler, who spearheads the
efforts to ensure the Linton
News is as error free as
possible.

Gloria says: “About eight
years ago, I joined the Linton
News team when I heard that a
proofreader was needed. I had

no previous experience, just a
love of the English language,
and have been guided by suc-
cessive editors.”

While keeping an eye on
the English and reading every
story and some of the adverts,
Gloria and the other proof-
readers check facts and dates
and look out for those mis-
prints and inaccuracies that
so easily creep into newspa-
pers.

She says: “With no techni-
cal expertise, I contribute only
to the editorial side of the op-
eration but many different tal-
ents are needed so I’m happy
to be part of a diverse but
harmonious team.”

Gloria also writes the oc-
casional story for the News
and contributes the regular
reports from Linton’s garden-
ing club.

LNT

Keeping an eye on the
adverts and the English

bedroom window to see what was going on.
I looked both ways down the High Street.
In the dimming light of the street lamp, I
caught a glimpse of the satin coat of a
black horse and on its back sat the rider.

I could not believe my eyes, was I
dreaming? I stood back, rubbed my eyes
and pinched myself to check if I was
awake, but no, it was true! The rider was
HEADLESS!!!

Even today, on a very stormy night, it is
rumoured if an owl hoots at the stroke of
midnight, you will hear the frantic sound
of hooves. If you are brave enough to look
out on to Linton High Street, you will see a
headless rider gallop down the street on a
black horse!

Emily King

Country: England
Village: Linton
Place: St Mary’s church-
yard
Time: 11:59pm

St MARY’S churchyard was
silent and unmoving. Then
the church clock chimed.
Midnight had arrived. At
once, the grass at the bottom
of a large gravestone began
to move, pulsing and
trembling.

Suddenly, a large clump
of mud, earth and wet
grass was sent flying into
the air. Then a horrific
hand, covered in pieces of
loose flesh, drops of dried

blood and lumps of muscle
began clawing the ground.

When it had got a firm
grip on the wet ground, it
started pulling itself for-
wards like a grotesque crab.
At last, a monstrous body
began to emerge from the
grave.

Its head was just a dirty
skull with insects crawling
over its face and neck. A
worm hung from one of its
empty eye sockets.

Its upper body and arms
were covered with earth,
mud and rotting skin. The
lower body and legs had
bones sticking out at odd
angles and some of the

bones were missing. It
pulled its head up and let
out a long, low howl which
ripped through the night
air.

Suddenly, a man walked
past it. The hideous thing
leapt on him. The man’s
scream was cut short as the
thing started to pull off
shreds of his face.

Finally, the thing dragged
its helpless (and lifeless)
victim back to the grave.
Once there, it covered itself
back up again.

The night was silent and
still once more.

Christopher Rogers

Grave gives up its dead

P T Carpentry &
Building Services
where quality is affordable

Loft conversions, 

renovations, extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms,

and all aspects of carpentry

Paul Turner

23 Rivey Way, Linton
Tel 01223 892174

Mob 07939 568767

Gloria Fidler: “Part of a
harmonious team”

 Judith Rouse: “It’s quite a
lot of work”

Linton’s midnight rider ...

2nd

1st

NEIL

CLAXTON

Professional Decorator

20 years experience
Interior & Exterior

Free Estimates

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724 073045

F r e e
c u r t a i n  

l i n i n g  w i t h
e v e r y  o r d e r

Curtains made-to measure
Full Re-upholstery Service

Linton Road, Hadstock, Cambs

01223 890556



M
cKenzie & Haywards

Garage

MHG

MOT by appointment 
while you wait.

Servicing, 
Collection & Delivery Service

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage

Units 3/4 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate

Linton, Cambridge, CB1 6XN
Tel: 01223 894140   
Fax: 01223 890035 

E-mail: murray@mckenzie-haywards.freeserve.co.uk

Stevens
solicitors

Quality Advice From Experienced Lawyers

25 High Street, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8AD

Tel: (01440) 762511   Fax: (01440) 703873

also at Thorn House, 11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1EH

Tel: 01799 526849 Fax: 01899 524799

SERVICED - REPAIRED - REPLACED
(SPARES FOR ALL MAKES)
FREE : Estimates, Advice, Brochures.

NNNNEEEEWWWW    DDDDOOOOOOOORRRRSSSS

Steel - Maintenance Free Steel -
Glass Fibre - A.B.S.(PVCu) Timber -

Sectional Doors (Insulated/Single Skin) - Roller Doors

A.B.C. GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS Tel 01223 893798 Mobile 07774499537
www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk       email@garagedoorsabc

GARAGE DOORS
Electric  Operators

NEWS IN BRIEF

THERE will be freshly cooked pancakes at the Farmers’
Market on 4th March using local producer’s eggs; don’t think
the lemons will be local though.

Jan Lupton

Shame about the lemons ...

‘Serenity’ comes to Linton

Finding some quiet time

Lib-Dems’ jumble success

AN exhibition of paintings entitled ‘Serenity’ is being held
at the Darryl Nantais Gallery in Linton High Street. The
preview is from 6-10pm on 10th March.

A SIX-week course in meditation and relaxation is begin-
ning at Linton complementary health centre in March
and is aimed at those who are looking for some space in
their lives to relax.

Simple breathing and moving exercises will be fol-
lowed by a period of quiet sitting together in contempla-
tion. The course will be guided by Cindy Faulkner MRSS
and starts from 7.30-8.30pm on Wednesday 8th March.
This will be a small group. For more details please
contact Cindy Faulkner on 0845 430 9120.

A VERY successful jumble sale was held on Saturday,
21st January in the village hall. The local branch of the Liberal
Democrats was very grateful for all the jumble and help. A sum
in excess of £300 was raised. Many, many thanks to everyone.

Joan Smith

THE Linton theatre workshop needs more people to
come forward and take part in the ‘review’ which the
group is presently putting together. More men and young
females are needed . Can you see yourself in a sketch?
Could you dance a solo ballet item? Sing a song or tell
jokes? Maybe you could even do conjuring tricks.
We are sure the talent is in Linton and we need to meet
you. Please don’t be shy; we are all very friendly. The
workshop meets at 7.30pm every Wednesday evening at
Linton Village College. If you would like to know more,
please contact Tricia Van Linden on 892076

LINTON out-of-school club is holding an indoor car boot sale
in the village hall from 10am-12noon on Sunday 2nd April. If
you are interested in booking a pitch or table or would like
more information, please contact: Sheila Sneezum on 892561.

Club’s indoor car boot sale

Playgroup wants your
help in the garden

Music Society
LINTON

THIS month’s Music Society
concert will be an a cappella
evening on Saturday 11th

March in St Mary’s Church,
Linton.

 The group, Cappella
Artois, was formed in 2001 by
six Cambridge undergradu-
ates, and is now based in Lon-
don and in wide demand.

Since their early days as a
traditional barbershop ensem-
ble, the group has greatly ex-
panded its repertoire and the
concert will feature music from
medieval times until the
present day, from Tallis to
Vaughan-Williams, including
madrigals, folksongs and
spirituals from both the Eng-
lish and European schools.

For a lighter second-half, a
range of barbershop and close
harmony standards will be cou-
pled with the group’s own idi-
osyncratic arrangements of
popular songs, including
Gershwin’s I got Rhythm and
numbers from West Side Story
and The Jungle Book. For a
brochure or concert tickets,
please call 894460 or 897983.

Hayley Donnan

HADSTOCK Church was
packed to celebrate Mozart’s
250th birthday in January.

Star performers from Aus-
tralia, Bulgaria, Canada, Ger-
many, Holland, Iceland and
Great Britain came together to
perform a concert of Mozart’s
works. The event was organ-
ised by the Guildhall School of
Music in London.

This was the third such con-
cert leading up to a music festi-
val in Hadstock in October. The
next concert is planned for the
end of March and will feature
Bartok and Beethoven.

For further information
please call 01223 891710 or
e-mail hadstocker@aol.com.

Sue Walker

SADLY, the Camera Club
awayday to Anglesey Abbey
had to be abandoned due to
rain. Instead, the group got to-
gether for an informal meeting
and a cup of coffee. Two of the
members put on an amusing
presentation and all joined in
with the friendly banter.

The next meeting will be at
10am on 12th March at in the
upstairs meeting room at the
village hall. Ron Pitkin will be
giving a talk on Understanding

THE BBC is organising the world’s largest
climate experiment and needs your help. In
fact, it actually needs thousands of people
like you and me to help, as trying to predict
climate change is extremely complex.

One solution is for scientists to use the
largest supercomputer they can find. Never-
theless, even the biggest supercomputers can
take up to six months to make one set of
calculations.

The BBC therefore thinks that with your
help it can do much better. Using a technique
known as ‘Distributed Computing’, the BBC
is hoping to harness the power of thousands
of PCs around the world. If 10,000 people

Log on to a BBC climate experiment

A lively spring and summer for the camera club

Celebrating
Mozart

CHESTNUT Playgroup
have some exciting plans

for the garden at the Cathodeon
Centre and would like to share
them with the community
through the Linton News.

Some of you may know that
the Cathodeon centre and gar-
den were originally built with
money from Westbury Homes
after building the houses at
Copperfields.

Chestnut Playgroup has
been one of the primary users of
the centre for many years There
are two play areas with equip-
ment; one financed by a grant
secured by Chestnut Playgroup
when the building was put up,
the other financed by the parish
council, while the rest of the
garden is mainly laid to grass.

However, the playgroup has

Vocal treats
in store

been hindered by this layout as
much of the garden cannot be
used for either preschool play
or growing plants. We would
like to landscape that area and
put it to better use.

Our ideas include clearing
the area at the side of the build-
ing and encouraging wildlife,
laying a path, creating a slabbed
area, providing a covered play
area, creating specific vegeta-
ble/fruit beds and building a
small water feature.

We would also like to create
a sensory wall for the children
on one of the external walls of
the building.

We have the support of both
the parish council and trustees
of the Cathodeon Centre to go
ahead with these changes and
are currently applying for grants,

holding fundraising events and
seeking help from local organi-
sations and companies.

Several of these have re-
sponded and their help and gen-
erosity is greatly appreciated,
but we still have a long way to
go.

Chestnut Playgroup would
appreciate any help that could
be given by anyone or any or-
ganisations in the community.
This project will benefit not
only the preschool children and
the users of the Cathodeon Cen-
tre but also the village, as I
understand there are plans to
open the garden at weekends to
the community. Please feel free
to contact me if you would like
more information.

Kate Clark, Playgroup
Committee.

sign up, the combined power will be faster
than the world’s biggest computer. And the
BBC is hoping to do even better than that. To
find out, check the website: www.bbc.co.uk/
climatechange

Our area has suffered extremes of weather
for centuries. I am particularly interested in
this because I have been researching some of
the truly ferocious storms that have hit this
area over the centuries.

The next meeting of the Linton Historical
Society is at 7.30pm on Tuesday 21st March
when Mr Tom Doig will enlighten us on
Marriage and Courtship in the 1800s.

Andrew Westwood-Bate

Your Camera. New members are
most welcome.

The spring and summer pro-
gramme continues on 9th April
with a trip to the Backs of Col-
leges in Cambridge, and then on
14th May the Linton Cam Club
will photograph the 2006 Oxfam
walk from the Chilford Hall start
and various vantage points along
the route.

On 11th June, there will be a
visit to the Mullard Radio As-
tronomy Observatory and on 9th

July we will be photographing
Linton’s shops and buildings.

On 13th August, an in-house
meeting will review members’
pictures and plan the October
exhibition. Finally on 10th Sep-
tember, we will visit Peckover
House, Wisbech.

Please note that the itiner-
ary may change, so contact
Roger Lapwood on 891104 or
Tracey Wilson on 891988 for
more information.

Maureen Williams
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TO celebrate World Book Day, Usborne Books will be
visiting the Little Acorns playgroup on 9th March. The vouch-
ers being given out at playgroup and school can be used.

Books group visit Acorns

Workshop needs actors

UNFORTUNATELY, the house in Balsham Road mentioned
in our February issue did not win the Christmas Lights
competition in the Haverhill Echo.

Not a Christmas winner



Cambridge 892263

16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821
e: chapelifa@aol.com

De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB1 6JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon 9-5 pm
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens 
Monday & Tuesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
 Wednesday & Thursday

Reliable Local
Builder

From
conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 890769
Mobile 07813 070369

L.B. CABSL.B. CABS
LINTONLINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports
Courier Service 

available

• FITTED KITCHENS /
BEDROOMS /WARDROBES

• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS
• ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390
www.watkinsjoinery.freeserve.co.uk

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURANCE WORK

UNDERTAKEN
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THE half reasonable
weather of February half-

term meant that we had a fairly
good start to the year. Some of
our visitors were able to see not
only Safina the lion cub on the
small monitor in the coffee
shop but actually got to meet
her too. A couple of times a day
we carried her out to meet some
unsuspecting visitors much to
their delight.

It is always nice to see the
spring flowers arriving espe-
cially after the drab winter
months. Linton Zoo is well
known for its colourful spring
bulb displays, especially the
beds of hyacinths. Look out for
the South Cambs magazine, as
photographs of the hyacinth
beds for their front cover were
requested.

We expect that many Lin-
ton gardens will be better for
some extra nourishment as we
have supplied bags and bags of
zoo poo for composting to Lin-
ton residences. This is always
available at the main gates. The
money helps the conservation
fund.

Over the last few weeks we
have been preparing the wild
bird and bat boxes around the
zoo. We would like to appeal

for old bicycle
inner tubes.
These make
good fixing
bands for the
boxes we put in
the trees as they
expand with the
growing tree
trunk and avoid
any damage, al-
lowing a secure
fixing without
having to put
screws or nails
into the tree it-
self. If you have
any old tubes
you would like

Congratulations to Lizzie

Lizzie Haggar receives her animal care
award from tutor Adrian Hudson

Picture by Kim Simmons

AS some readers may
know by now, John

Richardson has finally “hung
up his boots” as Secretary of
Linton Village Cricket Club.

One of my most important
duties as his successor is to
offer him the most profound
thanks on behalf of all those
who have played, watched and
enjoyed cricket at Linton in the
last 25 and more years.

It is only as we approach the
new season that we realise ex-
actly how much John did be-
hind the scenes; so much so
that we felt the need to convene
our first committee meeting for
a decade, just so that we could
be sure that all the necessary
arrangements were being
picked up by someone.

John was presented with the
BWC Green Award at the
Cambs Cricket Association
AGM on 16th February. The

award is for outstanding con-
tribution to cricket in Cam-
bridgeshire. So once again, a
thousand thanks, JR, for
everything you’ve done.

I would of course, be remiss
in my duties if I did not also
take this opportunity of can-
vassing for new players, young
and not so young.

Please check out the
club’s website at http://
l i n t o n v i l l a g e . p l a y -
cricket.com; we’d like to en-
courage all new and existing
players, supporters and friends
to register for regular updates
from the club. If any of your
readers would like to know
more about the club,
please contact me on
07887650870 or e-mail me at:
l intonvi l lage.cr icketclub
@virgin.net.
Hans Pinkard 01440 713368

Secretary LVCC

THE Gardening club had an excellent attendance for the chair-
man’s lecture on his gardening knowledge and experiences since
his eclectic youth.

Everyone attending was that impressed with the lecture that in
a burst of enthusiasm, everybody shook hands with everybody
else.

If there were 1485 handshakes, how many people attended?

Solution to No.14 – An Interesting Number.
Let the unknown number be denoted by n, then if 1 is

subtracted from it, we have the term (n – 1) which equals its own
reciprocal, 1/n.

Hence the solution is (n – 1 = 1/n) or better put as a quadratic
equation:   (n^2 – n –1 = 0)  which results in n = 1.618  or for the
irrationalists, ( 1 + Ö5 )/2 which equals 1.618.

1.618 is known as an extremely interesting number, more
commonly known as the Golden Mean.

Urania

POT POURRI 15

How many attended?

Award seals more than
25 years of service

John Richardson with his well-deserved award
Picture by Hans Pinkard

AT the beginning of No-
vember, members of year

10 who go to Castle Camps’
youth club were approached to
take part in an anti-bullying
campaign by the group
‘Youthoria’, which operates in
the Cambridgeshire area.

A meeting was held and in-
stantly there was great interest
so a smaller group called Real
Stuff was formed to promote
awareness of the issues young
people may be facing. In recog-
nition of anti-bullying week
between 21st and 25th Novem-
ber the situation they decided to
portray and photograph was of
a young boy being picked on at
the youth club. Another sce-
nario they chose following St

Charlotte’sCharlotte’sCharlotte’sCharlotte’sCharlotte’s
ChatroomChatroomChatroomChatroomChatroom

This month Charlotte reports on what is being done locally
to deter bullying.

to dispose of please drop them
at the gate. Don’t forget we are
also collecting used stamps for
our conservation fund too.

Congratulations go to Lizzie
Hagger of Linton. She recently
completed her animal care
course with us and was pre-
sented with her certificate by
college tutor Adrian Hudson
of the College of Animal Wel-
fare. Linton Zoo has one or two
places a year to offer animal
care course students wishing
to be zoo keepers. The work-
based courses are aimed at 16
to 19 year olds and take 12 to
18 months to complete. The
full time course is a combina-
tion of practical and theory les-
sons. Anyone interested should
contact the zoo office on
891308.

As part of our commitment
to environmental education we
will continue with an exciting
and interactive programme of
events and activities aimed at
both adults and children. (Also
available for pre-booked
school visits).

For more information
please visit our website
www.lintonzoo.com or con-
tact:

Kim Simmons 891308

LAST year there was a me-
dia furore when the gov-

ernment announced that there
would be learning targets for
pre-schoolers. The press com-
plained that children shouldn’t
be pushed to achieve. Anyone
who examined the proposals,
now in place, realised that the
targets just encouraged carers
to talk to and play with their
children to help them develop
concentration skills and imagi-
nation. A lesson in how much
fun this can be can be found at
Little Acorns.

Little Acorns are part of
Chestnut Playgroup and group
activities are based on the Birth
to Three Matters Framework.
Each session has themed ac-
tivities, stories and songs. Re-
cent themes include space, the
three pigs, the gingerbread man
and St Valentine’s day. What-
ever the theme there are a range
of activities for the children to
try, including painting and col-
ouring, Play-Doh, slides, a see-
saw, a dressing up box, tunnels
and dens to crawl in and a safe
play area for babies.

Valentine’s day was of young
couple and the pressure of tak-
ing their relationship further.

On Wednesday 15th Febru-
ary, The Junction in Cambridge
put on a day of drama. Many
young people attended, al-
though this wasn’t your aver-
age acting experience. Groups
from around Cambridgeshire
came with their performances,
all with the aim of entertaining
each other. Youthoria and Real
Stuff were there the entire day.
There were many different peo-
ple performing, although it was
mainly dance orientated, and
the night finished off with a DJ
and local bands playing in the
main hall.

Although Real Stuff have
only been together for a short
while, the group members are
very dedicated and the youth
worker’s support is amazing.

To view what Youthoria and
Real Stuff is all about and
to get involved, visit the site at
www.youthoria.org.

It’s not just the children who
benefit from the sessions.
Mums, dads and carers can get
together to make friends, swap
notes and enjoy a coffee. It’s a
great opportunity to play with
your child away from the dis-
tractions of home. The chance
for your children to paint, roll
Play-Doh and make glitter pic-
tures away from your lounge
carpet may be welcome too!

The group runs from 10am-
11.30am on Thursdays during
term time in the village hall.
Anyone who cares for one or
more pre-school children is
welcome to come along, or
even parents who might like a
coffee while their child is at
playgroup are welcome too.

The sessions are on a drop-
in basis. The group is run by
volunteers and subs are used to
pay for the running costs.

There have been plenty of
great comments lately about
the restructure of the sessions
so please come along and join
in the fun.

LNT

Come and play with
the Little Acorns

Need a new garden?   Fed-up with the old one? 
Need more living space? 

Call Nick on

01440 785681 or 07731 772462

for free consultation/estimate

Qualified garden designer & horticulturalist

Affordable solutions from design to completion

Linton Community Sports Centre
 The FITNESS Suite
Whatever your fitness need, come &
see our new range of fitness equipment,
changing rooms & public-only entrance
Now open throughout the school day,
& open 52 weeks of the year!

NEW! Floodlit All Weather Football Pitch
For more information—call or email now!

 Tel: 01223 890248
E-mail: lintoncommunitysportscentre@hotmail.co.uk

On your marks!
THE Crown’s Wacky Races
are coming on 28th May. Be
prepared for fun, frolics and
fundraising.

For further information
please contact The Crown.



A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

Tereza Votre
Jewellery

L i n t o n
A col lect ion of handmade 
jewellery & beadwork with 

precious and semi-precious 
stones is avai lable for 

viewing by appointment

Tel: 07979 594488
Email:  terezavb@terezavotre.co.uk

www.terezavotre.co.uk

Block Paving & Gravel 
Drives, Patios & Fencing 
Gardening & Property 

Maintenance Inc, Internal 
& External Painting, 

General Building Repairs 
No Job Too Small

For a Local, Reliable and 
a Friendly Service with 

FREE Quotations
Tel: 01223 890060 or 

07765 594398
lintonpaving@aol.com

LI
NTON PAVING

COMPANY

White Chimneys

Garden Design
Gardens individually 

designed to suit your 

lifestyle and tastes.

A new local business.  

Please see the website for 

introductory offers.

Judith Rawlinson 

BSc DipGD (InstGD)

Tel: 01223 897825

Email: Judithr2011@aol.com

www.whitechimneys-

design.co.uk

E L E C T R I C A L

Electrical Installations
Periodic Inspection Reports

Tel: 01223 893 497
Mobile: 07976 838 373

N.C. Bowden
BORDERS
GARDEN SERVICES

 For all your gardening and 

landscaping needs

Free quotes and advice available

Ben Mercer 01799 520044 or 

07890 645692

Our waiting list for
placing adverts is
currently closed

Our advertising Manager
is Judith Rouse
 Telephone or text
07749 198977

email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR
Can be put in the

Linton News Box
in the Post Office

Editor: Wendy Foster
11 Emsons Close
 Telephone or text

07821 610861
 email: lneditor@linton.info

THE LINTON N E W SN E W S
Next Publication Date 3rd April 2006

DEADLINES for ADVERTS Monday 13th March
 and for NEWS ITEMS Friday 17th March

For distribution queries
please contact:

Kate France 891602

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372
61 HIGH STREET, LINTON,  CAMBRIDGE CB1 6HS

TEL: (01223)894225

We stock a selection of
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames •

Collectables • Toiletries •Greetings
Cards • Gift Wrap

Watch Batteries and Straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery Repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a
professional with 40 years experience

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
S/0192/06/F  R Wellings,  94 High Street, Linton.  Change of

use from offices to self-contained family annexe.
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I HAVE done a good deal of listening since I took over my post
at the college in January and have been keen to hear the

community’s views on a range of issues before I make changes.
I’ve met with the school council, invited staff and students to
lunch and opened up a Friday afternoon surgery to parents so they
all get a chance to share their views. A popular topic of conver-
sation with all parties (or ‘stakeholders’ as they are referred to in
ugly management jargon) is the college uniform. People, young
and old, have strong opinions on this subject.

“We campaigned for ages for polo shirts, and Mr Bush listened
to our views” say David and Alice the Year 11 council repre-
sentatives, proudly. I’m impressed by the strength of their
commitment to a cause and the articulate way in which their
thoughts are expressed. “Our jumpers are really cold and itchy
and you get holes in the sleeves” whisper the voices of dissenting
students when they get the chance to ‘bend my ear’ in private on
the subject, however.

“We wasted so much time asking students to pull their ties up
it detracted from teaching them” is a message I am given by some
members of the teaching staff, whilst others openly lament the
decision to move away from more formal attire.

Parents, it seems, are equally divided: “I hate the uniform and
I’d like to see ties and blazers” is a common mantra, whilst others
raise concerns about the cost of blazers and point me in the
direction of the other high achieving schools in Cambridgeshire
who have adopted the more informal sweatshirt style.

How much does all of this matter? I have worked in schools with
very formal uniform codes and ones with no uniform whatsoever.
What is fascinating in both kinds of institutions is that some
students enjoy pushing the boundaries however high or low they
are set: in a school without dress code, outlandish hair and vulgar
slogans on T-shirts become the areas of contention, whereas in a
more formal environment, rebellion is associated with the thick-
ness of the tie, the shortness of the skirt and how well a shirt is
tucked in. If a school lowers its expectations, then some members
of the community will push for even greater laxity and that is where
our own values about appearance come in.

This half-term I am opening up the uniform debate at the
village college once more in the full knowledge that opinions will
be widely divided on the subject and that whatever conclusion we
come to will be greeted with glee by some and with horror by
others. However, I am absolutely determined that some key
principles lie at the heart of the decision we make:

1. That the uniform is smart, respectable and reflects well on
the college.

2. That it is comfortable to wear and affordable by our
community.

3. That it is simple and easy to enforce.
The consultation exercise will need to be far reaching –

namely including staff, students and parents, but reaching out to
prospective parents and to the small, but important number of
parents in our community who choose to send their children to
another school. Unlikely as it might seem, the college’s uniform
may be an influencing factor in this choice.

Perhaps it does matter, after all.
Caroline Derbyshire

THERE was huge excite-
ment, mixed with a certain

degree of apprehension in the
village in May, 1917. The old
yard at the workhouse in
Symonds Lane had been sur-
rounded by barbed wire and a
garrison of 35 armed guards
prepared the hutted War Camp
for the arrival of 65 German
prisoners of war. They arrived
by train from Cambridge on
18th May and by late June there
were 100 POWs in the new
Camp.

Local children must have
turned out to stare at them as
they marched out under close
escort for their eight hour
working day on the local
farms. Shortages of native
male farm labourers meant that
farmers competed to employ
them.

The Germans were re-
nowned for their hard work.
Even though we all read in
our history books that Ger-
man civilians were starving
by 1918, local papers reported

that huge food parcels from
Germany regularly arrived in
Linton. The POWs were evi-
dently not short of sugar and
butter which by then were
rationed in Britain.

Most of our own local sol-
diers imprisoned in Germany
had arrived home by Christ-
mas 1918, but the Germans
remained here in Linton until
October 1919.

A crisis of conscience faced
Lintonians in 1919. Forty
seven local men had died dur-
ing the war and most families

had suffered grievous losses.
Many men returned badly
wounded and most other ex-
soldiers were left permanently
scarred by their war experi-
ences.

The War Graves Commis-
sion set aside an area for the
war dead in Linton cemetery
and buried Leo Schmidt in a
plot on this site on 3rd April
1919. He had died in the Linton
camp, possibly of influenza.
On 9th April, Stephen Cottage
of the Suffolk Regiment died
at his home in the Horseheath

Road. Stephen had been
wounded and discharged from
the forces in July 1917 and he
was buried in Linton cemetery
next to the German soldier.
Three days later the body of
another German POW, Karl
Strauss was placed on the other
side of Stephen Cottage’s
grave.

There was considerable
gossip in the village since his
widowed father, Harry Cottage
had not been informed in ad-
vance about this second burial.
Irate letters appeared in the
Cambridge press and the war
office was pressurised to re-
move the two German bodies.
A lesson in true compassion
followed. Rev Edwards of Lin-
ton informed the public that
Harry Cottage had no objection
whatsoever to the two German
soldiers lying at rest next to his
beloved son.

However in 1965 the bodies
of the two German soldiers
were exhumed and taken to the
German war cemetery at
Cannock Chase.

Linton’s WW1 Prisoner of War camp

AT last it’s March! In the
Northern hemisphere

people used to look for signs
such as the bright star Regulus
Alpha Leonis rising on the
eastern horizon. This would
tell the farmer it’s time to sow
the seeds. The great yearly
marker was, and still is for
many the spring or vernal
equinox (20th March) when
day and night become equal in
length.

The air becomes warmer
and the daylight longer, mark-
ing the passage from the dis-
mal cold and dull days to
brighter new ones of growth
and hope. So, don’t forget the
good old spring-clean, for there
is certainly some scientific evi-
dence to suggest benefits by
removing all the negative en-
ergy left by the winter storms!

 We are then one blooming
step away from those cheery
hosts of daffodils and snow-
drops and the clearest waters
of the year tumbling down the
Granta from Ashdon and Bar-

Malaria used to be common in
southern Europe but since the
draining of the marshlands, im-
proved sanitation and treat-
ment, its eradication has been
relatively successful. How-
ever, despite the low rainfall,
milder weather throughout the
whole year and warmer more
humid summers than when I
was a boy, a rapid change in
our countryside is taking place.

There are an ever increas-
ing number of lakes, dykes
and ponds especially in this
region. Given the predicted
climate change, might these
still lakes and fishing pools
provide breeding grounds for
the mosquito, and spell the
return of malaria?

Actually, no! Although
this is food for thought, please
be assured that even though
temperature is an important
factor concerning the trans-
mission dynamics of malaria,
there are many other variables
of much greater importance.
Goodbye February!

Picture
from
Cambridge
collection

Guards
at the
Workhouse
Yard
camp
in 1917

tlow. The flow is brisk at the
moment and hardly speaks of
hose-pipe and sprinkler bans
as it meanders through our vil-
lage. Creeping ground ivy will
prepare to bloom any day
now tinting the wood-
land with its purple flow-
ers. It’s nature turning
on the lights!

I always look for-
ward to spying on
new spring life in the
pools and puddles left
over from winter’s del-
uge. Discarded old
tyres, rusty tins and
tree stumps are of
particular interest.
All manner of crea-
tures emerge from the
stagnant waters, and as we re-
turn to tend our gardens we
note the wigglers (mosquito
lavae) or tumblers (mosquito
pupae) in that rainwater filled
old plant pot or watering can.

So with the dreaded Febru-
ary behind us, a few words at
its back won’t go amiss! Feb-

ruary was named after Februus
the god of purification and the
dead, who was probably named
Febris by the Romans. Febris
incidently was the goddess of

malaria, or at least the
protector against fe-
vers. The word malaria
is derived from the
Italian Mala aria
meaning ‘ bad air’ also
known as marsh fe-
ver. It was certainly
present in England
around the fifteenth

century and before the
use of quinine based
remedies from the
1820s, records sug-
gest that fenland folk

became addicted to
opium made from locally
grown poppies in their attempt
to combat the disease.

It seems hard to believe an
estimated one and a half mil-
lion people die of malaria each
year, but mosquitos are also
vectors of yellow fever, den-
gue and dog heartworm.

The Way We Were
by Garth Collard

While we will continue to follow the Linton News style regarding
minimal use of capital letters, last month we were over-zealous and
removed some we shouldn’t have. Our apologies to
Ms Derbyshire.

LINTON COUNTRY DIARY by Darryl Nantais Illustration by
Maureen Williams
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01223 830550
B OU R N E  B R I D GE  A B I N GT O N  C A M B R I D GE

(n r  C O M F OR T  C A F E )

�  Authorised MOT centre
�  Free MOT retest
�  ALL MAKES serviced and repaired
�  Collection and Delivery Arranged
�  FREE use of courtesy car
�  Polite friendly staff
�  FREE Advice
�  Windscreens Fitted
A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE

CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT??

L INTO N
VILLAGE
MOTORS

Linton Computer Services
Tel 01223 893006

Mobile 07947 660810

Email sales@lintoncs.co.uk

Your Computer Problems Are Our Business

PC Sales & Repairs
Home Calls, Collection & Delivery
PC Servicing
Upgrade Services
Office & Home Networking
Data Recovery
Virus Help

www.lintoncs.co.uk

Inkjet Cartridges Now In Stock!
Epson
Canon

Hewlett Packard
Lexmark

LCS

Chippy’s
Traditional Fish & Chips

Fresh fish daily Cod, Rock Eel, Skate, Haddock & Plaice
Burgers

Mushy Peas,
Curry Sauce

Pukka Pies, Chicken &
Mushroom, Steak &

Kidney, Minced Beef

Scampi,
BBQ Chicken,

Chicken Nuggets

Now in Linton every Thursday
We look forward to seeing you

out side of
Linton Junior School

Wheatsheaf Way 5 - 8pm

A & T Groundworks Ltd
FRIENDLY SERVICE   LARGE & MINI DIGGERS FOR HIRE

Call Ashley on 01799-520298 - Mobile 07803745637

DRIV
ES &

PATIO
S

HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

HOUSE 

EXTENSIONS

PAINTING 

DECORATING

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone (01799) 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough
to deal with most accountancy and taxation matters

(ranging from personal tax returns to audit of
limited companies).

For an initial consultation (without obligation)
please contact Richard King
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Parish Council MattersParish Council Matters
Contacting the

Police
C A M B R I D G E S H I R E
Constabulary has a new
single non-emergency
number. The new number
is 0845 4564564 and
should be used by the pub-
lic for all non-emergency
calls.

The change in number is
part of the force’s work to
improving the service
given to the public when
they ring. Callers will now
be put through to a central-
ised service centre, where
they can report crimes and
report information on a
crime.

When should you call
0845 4564564?
The number should be used
for all non-emergency calls
to the Force.

What information do
you need when you call
0845 4564564?
The location of the incident.
Your name, address and
telephone number.
A brief outline as to what
has happened:

This could include:
Persons with injuries
Weapons being used
If offenders still there
A description of the offenders
The registration number
and colour of the vehicles used.

When should you call 999?
When there is an emer-
gency and you require ur-
gent police assistance. An
emergency is where:
A life is in danger.
A serious offence is in
progress.
A suspect is at the scene
An alleged offender is iden-
tified at any location.
There is an imminent like-
lihood of violence/damage
to a person.
There is a serious road traf-
fic collision.

What information do you
need when reporting an
emergency?
Your name.
Your Address

For more information go to
the Force Wedsite: www.
cambs.police.uk

IF you go down Stantons Lane
from Symonds Lane in April,
you could be in for a surprise!
The bridge may not be there....
work to replace it will start in
the second week of April and
may take up to 2 weeks. Diver-
sions will be in place and post-
ers will remind us that we can-
not use our usual routes to ac-
cess the Village College, Rec-
reation Ground, and other parts
of the village.

Before then, there will be
work on the electricity cables
(we hope that these can be
placed underground), the dis-
eased chestnut tree will be re-

moved, and other preparatory
work will be taking place,
which may also disrupt access.

The bridge is being replaced
by a wider, more substantial
structure with ‘wings’ along
the bank for safety reasons.
This will not only aid access
for those with pushchairs and
prams, but also those with
wheelchairs and other mobil-
ity aids. It should improve this
pedestrian route for villagers
of all ages, and the link to the
all-weather path around the
recreation ground means there
are no excuses for not getting
your daily walk!

The Parish Council has sup-
ported and contributed to the
cost of the work, but most has
come from other sources. The
removal of the old bridge, re-
building of the abutments and
other structural work will be
done by the County Council
and the bridge will be provided
through the Safer Routes to
School initiative. Thanks are
due to Steven McGee, Claire
O’Neill, David Lines and their
departments for their help and
concern to provide a suitable
and safe river crossing; their
help is much appreciated.

Enid Bald Stantons Lane Bridge as we know it!

AFTER the meeting on
February 16th, Roger
Hickford resigned from
the Council due to per-
sonal commitments.

Roger worked hard to
get the Section 30 put in

place on the Copperfields
and Heights estates which
helped reduce the amount
of anti-social behaviour in
the area.

Some months later
when the village was left
without a Police Officer,
he then started a campaign
which lead to both TV and
radio coverage and he
even roped some of us into
wandering around the vil-
lage with a cardboard cut-
out called Arnie, but again
success was achieved and
the Chief Constable re-
sponded to this appeal and
we now have PC A-A.

The new gravel path
from the recreation
ground to the clapper style
was another of his projects

which now makes the
nearby footpaths much
more accessible to the
very young or the more
mature. Within the Coun-
cil he was Vice Chair of
the Finance Committee, a
Cathodeon Trustee and
the Parish Council repre-
sentative for the Wacky
Races.

So although he had only
stood on the Council for a
relatively short period
much was achieved. Can I
therefore, take this oppor-
tunity to thank Roger on
behalf of the Parish Coun-
cil for all his work and
hope that he will return to
the Council in the future.

Esther Cornell

Cllr Hickford - a sad loss

Farewell and Thank you

Watch this space ........

Cemetery Update

Linton Cemetery

E S T A B L I S H E D   1 9 7 0

INVESTORS PLANNING ASSOCIATES LIMITED

 ROGER  HICKFORD
Independent  Investment & Mortgage Adviser

East Anglia Office Associate & Authorised Independent Financial Adviser: 

Roger Hickford CertPFS.

1 D  Limberhurst Court, Haverhill Road, Horseheath, Cambridge. CB1 6RG

Tel: 01440 713533/713544   Fax: 01440 713544  Email: roger@ipa-cambridge.co.uk

All Aspects of Financial Services

Totally Independent – Experienced – Local

Call - with no obligation (01440) 713533/4

Investments    Business Insurance/Protection

Inheritance Tax Planning   Commercial Loans/Mortgages 

Mortgages    Savings

Pensions    Equity Release

OVER the last month the health and safety of cemeteries has
been receiving some very bad press. Linton Parish Council has

decided that before any action
is taken it must attempt to con-
tact all relatives of the de-
ceased. Therefore with some
urgency we are preparing an
up-to-date contact list for all
the plots within the cemetery.

Please contact the Parish
Council with any details to
enable us to keep the list as up-
to-date as possible. The infor-
mation can be emailed or sent
to the Parish Council office,
by telephone or via any Parish
Councillor.

Esther Cornell

PART-TIME ASSISTANT
REQUIRED

Linton Parish Council requires a part-
time assistant for the council office for 10
hours per week, 2 hours per day, initially

for 6 months.
The position will become available from 1st May.
Computer literacy and office experience essential
Please apply in writing enclosing a c.v. or

for further information contact the Parish
Clerk on 01223 891001 or email

lintonpc@btconnect.com

Lamps ON or OFF
LAST months article on street lamps did not have the desired

effect. We received only three notifications two letters request-
ing that certain lamps be left on and giving good reasons, the
other was a general letter giving council thought on a number of
points concerning street lamps.

Two requests to keep two lamps on means if the County
Council takes over 14 lamps we could turn the rest off.

Please give the Parish Council a call, an email, a letter, with
your view and the SCxx number from the lamp

 Pathway lamps turned off or on. See over for contact details



SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

the NAME 
for property 
in the AREA
    is:
Kevin Henry

       estate agents

tel: 01799 513632
www.kevinhenry.co.uk

Kevin Henry in association with other independent

Estate Agents offers the BEST coverage in the AREA

SARAH CHAMBERLAIN

delivering worldwide

61a High Street, Linton

891740

your local florist

'EAGLE-LEGAL'
LEGAL CONSULTANCY

HELP & SUPPORT

Property Matters 
Probate/Wills

Matrimonial Problems
Legal Assistance

Debt Collection

Contract Dispute

Low Fees
Sound Advice, Home Appointments
For free quotation, no obligation:

Tel: 01799 520613

Mobile: 07811 897752

Website: www.eagle-legal.co.uk

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield Rise, Linton
Tel: 01223 892988

Quiet modern bungalow
Families welcome 

No Smoking

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130
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LINTON PARISH
COUNCIL

Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton,
Cambridge, CB1 6JS. Tel: C. 891001

www.lintonpc.org.uk
Clerk to the Council - Mrs Sue Parry

 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com
Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon, & 4–6pm,

Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon
Or by appointment

Parish Council dates for Full Council meetings:
March 2nd and 16th; April 6th and 20th

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre
and commence at 8pm

 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilmin

Stantons Lane Bridge - Update

Stantons Lane Bridge will be closed for replacement
during late March to early April.

Please be aware, exact dates will be publicised at a later date

MINUTES of the meeting of
the meeting of Linton Parish
Council, held at the Cathodeon
Centre, on Thursday 2nd Febru-
ary 2006.

Mr Willingham requested
that (a) an illuminated road sign
be removed from Back Road
as it was no longer required
due to the one-way system and

(b) if speed cushions could be
installed on the High Street.
Cllr Urwin replied that (a) this
would be addressed when Back
Road was re-surfaced and (b)
this matter was discussed,
speed checks were carried out
and not deemed to be neces-
sary.

The Minutes of the meeting
held on 19th January 2006 were
approved and signed.

The minutes of the Planning
meeting held on 19th January
2005 were noted and no com-
ments were made.

The minutes of the Finance
meeting held on 5th January
2006 were noted and no com-
ments were made.

Reports from Co-ordinators:
Open Spaces - Cllr M Clay –
Nothing to report
Recreation Ground - Cllr

Kenyon has previously distrib-
uted a report. The Clerk will
contact the ‘mole man’ for an
update. The Clerk had issued a
report regarding her meeting
with J Hellingsworth, Tree
Officer. There were several
recommendations. It was
agreed to obtain, as a matter of
urgency, a quotation to cut
down the Chestnut tree near to

Stanton’s Lane bridge with a
further quotation to remove the
root ball.
Cemetery - The Clerk had met
with H J Paintin and a report
had been distributed. Council
propose to make initial contact
with those responsible for the
upkeep of the plots to explain
the situation with regard to test-
ing.
Venture Playground - Cllr B
Hammett – Nothing to report
Leadwell Meadow - Cllr B Cox
– Nothing to report
Churchyard - Cllr A Gore - a
report had been previously dis-
tributed by Cllr Cox
Consideration of Payments
Due. Payments were consid-
ered and agreed and cheques
were signed by Cllrs Alper and
Hickford.
Correspondence - for informa-
tion only. This was noted.

Correspondence – Decisions
to be made:
Item 44 - Request by Mr Harris
for use of recreation ground for
Fair. It was agreed to allow Mr

Harris the use of the recreation
ground from 17th to 20th May at
a charge of £110.
Item 52 - Request for ramp
alongside Stanton’s Lane
steps. It was decided to inves-
tigate as to who owns the land
and to write to the Education
Department at CCC identify-
ing the need for a ramp prior to
the opening of Granta School.
Item 53 - Request by visiting
scholar. It was agreed to write
declining the request.
Item 56 - Herald quotation was
passed to the Finance Commit-
tee for a decision.
Item 60 - Response from Hun-
dred Houses re S.106 agree-
ment. It was agreed to accept
the proposal from Hundred
Houses.
Item 65 - Request for funding
‘The Reading Mission’. Cllr

Cornell proposed funding of
£100. This was seconded by
Cllr Hickford and agreed by the
meeting.
Item 69 - SC Local Strategic
Partnership request for info. It
was agreed to send a copy of

Minutes of the meeting of
the meeting of Linton Parish
Council, held at the Cathodeon
Centre on 16th February 2006.

Mr Willingham asked if
Councillors would consider
passing a resolution to support
Fairtrade by serving fair-trade
products. In order to fulfil this
aim by becoming a Fairtrade
village, five goals must be real-
ised.

A declaration of interest was
expressed by Cllr Cornell ex-
pressed an interest under Item
207 (2) as a member of Access
1307.

The minutes of the meeting
held on 2nd February 2006 were
approved and signed.

Dan Schumann gave an in-
teresting talk regarding his role
as Arts and Development Man-
ager for the Linton area. He is
the link between school and
community to sustain develop-
ment. He is available to give
advice and help with any fund-
ing requirements.

PC Addison-Atkinson pro-
vided a Police Report, he
warned of distraction burgla-
ries targeted at the elderly.

There was no report from
the County Councillor.

DCllr Smith gave a report
from District Councillors had
attended a meeting with regard
to Parish Plans and how pro-
posals could be implemented.
Cllr Smith also reported on
plans for free bus passes for the
elderly. However these cannot
operate across district or
county boundaries. Cllr Cornell
was concerned that with Lin-
ton being on the border of Es-
sex and Suffolk, trips to Saf-
fron Walden, Haverhill and
Newmarket would not be cov-
ered under the scheme. Cllr

Hickford asked if data would
be collected to ensure that Lin-
ton was not subsidising other
villages. SCDC have no plans
to collect the data.

There were no written re-
ports from Council representa-
tives.

The minutes of the Planning
Committee held on 2nd Febru-
ary 2006, were considered with
no changes made.

Payments were considered
and agreed and the cheques
signed by Cllrs Hickford and
Gore.

BACS update
Cllr Alper reported that the

contract bacs payments would
now be debited in the month
they were due and be in bank

accounts on the first of the
month.

Replacement of office com-
puter

It was agreed that the office
computer be replaced as a mat-
ter of urgency. Cllr Potter will
submit costings for considera-
tion at the next meeting.

Correspondence
Item 8 - Royal Mail letter to

be circulated to all councillors
and this item to be placed on
the next agenda. Correspond-
ence to be discussed
Item 1 - LGFC response re
Herald quotation. It was agreed
to write to LGFC requesting a
reasonable donation towards
the cost of repairs to the foot-
ball pitch.
Item 2 - Dr Hide letter re A1307.
Letter to be forwarded to CCC
with a letter of support from
PC.
Item 17 - D Willingham email
re footway lights. Discussion
took place and it was agreed
that until council is informed
as to the location of the lights
in question no decision can be
made.

Cathodeon Trustees Report.
The report was noted and no
comments made.

Matters arising from the
Minutes of meeting of 2nd Feb-
ruary not already listed

Under Item 184 (vi) - Cllr

Cox reported that a grant of
£1,500 had been received from
the Charles and Mary
Anderson Trust towards the
cost of replacing the church-
yard fence. The PCC has asked
the Friends of St Mary’s if they
are able to cover the shortfall.
A letter of thanks will be sent.

Under item 52 - Stanton’s
Lane steps, the clerk reported
that Mr Gerald Reilly, Access
Officer at CCC is willing to
meet on site with councillors.
Cllrs Albrow, Cornell, Kenyon,
Potter and Rossiter expressed

an interest. Clerk to arrange.
Reports from Councillors

(for information only)
Cllr Bald reported that the

replacement of Stanton’s Lane
Bridge should commence dur-
ing early April and it is hoped
that the chestnut tree could be
felled prior to the work start-
ing.

Cllr Urwin gave an update on
the road improvements. It had
been agreed to place mesh on
the bank in Coles Lane and to
plant appropriately. CCC had
been in discussion with the Co-
op regarding the build out by
the Princess of Wales and the
effect on deliveries. It had also
been agreed to delay this work
until construction work in
Green Lane was complete.

Cllr Hickford had been con-
tacted by The Crown Inn with
regard to holding the Wacky
Races on the recreation ground
again this year. Cllr Cornell

the Parish Plan.
Consideration of the notes from
Parish Matters working party.
The notes were considered and
it was agreed that the working
party continue to investigate
alternatives and report back. It
was agreed to change their
name to Communications
Working Party.
Agree Precept request:

a) Street Lights – It was
agreed to precept an extra 5%
to allow for the footway lights
if Council decides to finance
keeping them on.

b) Car Park – No financial
decision was made but it was
agreed to contact SCDC re-
garding the possibility of lease.
(The meeting was closed for
this business).

Cllr Hickford proposed and
it was seconded by Cllr

Hammett to increase the pre-
cept by 15%. The vote for was
unanimous.

Admin Assistant – update
on progress – The Chair in-
formed the meeting that an ad-
vert will appear in the Febru-
ary edition of Parish Matters.
Interviews will take place dur-
ing April for a May start date.
The Chair, Vice Chair, Chairs
of Planning and Finance and
Clerk will carry out the proc-
ess. The Clerk informed the
meeting of an interim solution
whereby the present assistant
will cover for up to 10 hours
per week until the end of April.
This was agreed.

Proposed lease of library
premises to Cambridge County
Council. A report had been re-
ceived from Cllr Gore. It was
agreed to execute the lease in
the form of the agreed draft.

There were no further Mat-
ters arising from the Minutes
of 19th January.

Reports from Councillors
(for information only)

The Chair reported that the
Clerk was included in an email
to all Councillors. If a Council-
lor requires action by the Clerk
please send ‘To’ the Clerk only
and ‘cc’ to other Councillors.
The meeting closed at 21.40

agreed to be the event co-
ordinator for the Parish Coun-
cil.

A letter of resignation had
been received from Cllr

Hickford with immediate ef-
fect. Cllr Potter thanked Cllr

Hickford on behalf of the coun-
cil.

The meeting closed at 21.50

The Wacky Races

&POSH     PAMPERED

Exclusive Hair Salon

Beauty with a Difference
Now Available – Botox, Fillers and Collagen

Demonstration Evening – Wed 29th March, 6–8pm

113 HIGH STREET, LINTON  
TEL: 01223 890303


