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Too good for jumble...
THE following items are all for sale: the dismantled shed 
in Balsham – 6ft x 4ft approximately 6ft 6in high, the 
digital DVD Player that reads camera disks and has a 
USB port, three brand new matching rugs 115cm x 70cm, 
terracotta/cream patterned, the child’s snooker table on 
a frame and 10 stacking metal chairs with black padded 
back and seats.

The Barbeque made £10 for WaterAid.
To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit a 

charity, please contact Kate France on 891602 or email 
kfrance@profsoundconsult.com

NB: The donor chooses the charity to receive the 
money. 

November flood alert 
stoutly resisted...

ENID BALD, Chair of the Parish Council has said “Some 
parish councillors and residents are working with SCDC to 
develop flood prevention and flood plain management plans, 
and agreement has now been reached with the Environment 
Agency  to put these ideas into action. There will be  further 
reports on the Parish Council Matters pages as the work pro-
gresses”

If you are worried about flooding you can log on to the 
Flood-line website at www.environment-agency.gov.uk for 
information and advice. 

If you believe your property to be at imminent risk of flood-
ing contact Floodline on 0845 988 1188 (calls are charged at 
local rate).

LNT 

...after the destruction caused by the 
rains that came in February...

...Flood prevention in the future

“A THATCHED pub next 
to the river – so inter-

esting we thought. We did 
know about it (the flooding) 
but you don’t realise what 
it’s like until you experience 
it,” said Julie Manning, part 
of the team of three who run 
the Dog & Duck pub and 
restaurant in the centre of 
Linton’s conservation area. 
“You wouldn’t think the sum-
mer level of water in the River 
Granta could turn into such 
a rushing torrent,” said Julie 
who runs the pub with Sam 
Ghaith and Ian Heard. 

Of course they had heard 
about the floods of 2001 and 
taken appropriate insurance 
cover as well as register-
ing with the Environment 
Agency flood alert. 

At 12.32pm on Sunday 
November 23rd they had a 
phone call, text message and 
email from the Environment 
Agency just as they were pre-
paring for the busy Sunday 
lunches. 

Julie said: “The river was 
high and we thought, ‘Here 
we go again,’ but we just had 
to carry on even though we 
could see the river was flow-
ing very fast. What else could 
we do, although I was getting 
a bit nervous? A bit later, 
Sam, in the kitchen, warned 
that soon we would probably 

Tracey with relief rations for the ducks 

have to stop serving food. 
The second alert from the 

Environment Agency came 
at 5.15pm but it had stopped 
raining by then so the staff did 
begin to relax a bit. Julie said 
the water rose a little more 
between 5 and 7pm. 

On Sunday night the pub 
staff and residents of the 
nearby businesses and houses 
were much relieved that the 

It’s all down to the  
Linton News volunteers

Picture by  Neil Fitzpatrick

Meadow Lane under water in February
Picture by  Sarah Hurcum

water had gone down but 
the flood alert wasn’t called 
off until 9am on Monday 
morning.

Next day the ducks clus-
tered round Tracey Fitzpat-
rick in a frenzy of feeding 
as all their food had been 
washed down the previous 
day by the swollen waters of 
the river.

Kate France

A Happy 
New Year  

to all 
our readers

My heartfelt thanks to you all

FOR the past few weeks 
residents in Bartlow road 
have watched a group of 
archaeologists from Ox-
ford Archaeology digging 
trenches in the field bordered 
by Bartlow road and the 
A1307. One resident, Mrs 
Newton, said they had told 
her that they were expect-
ing to find Roman remains 
as there had been a Roman 
villa in Linton on the other 
side of the 1307 and burial 
remains on this side. 

A quick look on the Inter-
net revealed that the Roman 
villa, formerly in the Essex 
parish of Hadstock, was 
found by labourers during 

land ditching operations in 
1826, and partly excavated 
between 1846 and 1860 by 
Richard Neville. At that time, 
Neville said that the field was 
“entirely covered with founda-
tions” *. The villa is visible to-
day as crop marks which show 
clearly in aerial photographs.

In September 1990 the 
Archaeology Section of Cam-
bridgeshire County Council 
conducted an archaeological 
survey at Linton in advance of 
a new water pipeline proposed 
by the National Rivers Author-
ity (source archeological data 
services). The survey discov-
ered numerous Roman finds 
at the site.

As yet we don’t know why 
the current archeological dig 
is taking place. I have made 
enquiries with Oxford Archae-
ology and the council but at 
the time of going to press have 
not received a reply. It could 
be for archaeological interest 
or for planning purposes of 
some kind – possibly flood 
plain work or house building. 
When we find out we will let 
you know – or if you find out 
please let us know.

Editor
*Neville, R C 1847. On Dis-
coveries of Roman Remains at 
Chesterford & c. by the Hon

Richard Neville Archaeolo-
gia 32 350-354

It’s not moles that are digging up the fields

The earth works looking towards  Bartlow road
Picture by Roger Lapwood

I have lived in lovely Linton three years now and 
have been in the post of editor for over a year. Here 
are some of the things that I have learnt about the 
paper in that time.

Why have a local paper?
The aims of the Linton News are to provide

 A forum for local people to express their views   
and ideas.

A diary for the village to a) help avoid clashes 
of events and b) promote events.

An information source for the people of the 
village, particularly in respect of developments.

A way of building the community in a positive 
way (not ignoring the negative but making sure, 
by helping contributors, that articles and letters 
are constructive rather than destructive and that 
criticism is reasonably argued rather than inflam-
matory).

A means of building local organisations by 
offering them an outlet for their news, and recruit-
ment and promotional efforts

An advertising medium which is useful to the 
community and its businesses

A look behind the scenes.
Did you know that there are 62 people who, come 
rain or shine, give their time free of charge to 
deliver your Linton News to your door? I thought 
not. Did you also know that more than 2,350 cop-
ies are delivered, which means that each deliverer 
staggers around with about 38 copies in their bag. 
We try to avoid inserts and flyers in the paper, as 
this is an extra burden on the deliverers.*

The delivery is organised by our distribution 
manager after the printer, Oliver at Plumridges, 
has printed it. But let us go back to the beginning 
of the paper production. We have an editorial team 
made up of the editor and several sub-editors, 
proofreaders, an advertising manager, a technical 
manager, a treasurer and a few support people, 
who all give their time for free.

The editors do not write the articles, instead 
scores of regular and occasional contributors send 
in articles and pictures to let us know what is hap-
pening in the village. These contributors can be 
members of the local clubs – gardening or sports 
or the WI etc who write about what is going on in 
their area. We have regular photographers whom 
we can ask to go to events and take photos. But 
most of all it is you the general reader who, if 
you see something interesting – like the floods or 

have a poem or want to thank someone, write 
to us, leave a letter in the post office or better 
still email us.

Then there is the diary. Did you know that 
there is a hard copy diary in the Post Office 
and if you want your meeting, fair, fund rais-
ing event or whatever put into the diary, then 
to be sure it gets in the paper you must write 
it in the diary in the post office?

The articles once submitted are edited and 
then they and the pictures are uploaded into 
software called InDesign and shuffled around 
by the editors until they cover the page and 
look good. Once this is done a rough copy of 
the paper is produced for the proofreaders who 
mark up the errors, which are amended by the 
editors to produce a final copy.

In all this we must not forget all the local 
businesses who pay to advertise in the news-
paper. Without them there would be no paper. 
Their advertisements pay for the printing 
and paper and all the hardware and software 
required to produce the paper free of charge 
to all homes and businesses in our distribution 
area (see top of page). It is another reason to 
support our local businesses. Our advertising 
manager organises the adverts and, with the 
help of the technical manager, uploads the 
adverts into Indesign. The technical manager 
also looks after the hardware and software on 
the computers and helps us all with production 
technique.

*Just lately we have burdened our deliver-
ers with flyers folded into the paper. These are 
much hated by the deliverers, as they slip out 
at the first opportunity and weigh a ton. That 
is why we usually refuse to have them in the 
paper, so I personally apologise for the glut 
of these lately.

In exceptional circumstances we may con-
sider having a flyer in the paper.  We have a 
set procedure for acceptance of these. They  
must be on an A4 non-glossy paper.  A mock-
up should be produced and presented, with a 
request for insertion, to the Linton News team 
for their consideration about two months ahead 
of the next issue, which is delivered on the 
first Monday of the month. The team will then 
decide whether to include it or not.

Editor



Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866

Clive Westlake
Mobile: 
07900492127

Westlakes
Painting & decorating 
exterior and interior

ClearTax
&  A C C O U N T I N G  L T D

Quality, friendly accounting 
services and taxation advice.

Sole trader and small 
company specialist.

Free initial consultation

The Granary, 
Yews Farm Yard, Hadstock

t: 01223 894036 
e: janine@cleartax.co.uk

www.cleartax.co.uk
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J. L. WIGHT 
Guild of Master                                       
Sweeps.

Qualified advice /  
Problems solved. 

    Certificates issued. 

  www.camsweep.co.uk 

01954 253315 
26, Cow Lane, Rampton 

CHIMNEY
SWEEP

Linton Complementary
Health Centre

2b Bartlow Road, Linton

• Acupuncture, Peter White; MSc, MBAcC 
• Massage, Peter White; MSc, Dip. Massage
• Shiatsu, Cindy Faulkner; BA, MRSS
• Chiropody, Sharon Bennett; M.Inst.Ch.P
• Counselling, Debbie Soar; NNEB,Dip.Couns

Telephone: 01223 891145
Web Site: www.lintonhealth.co.uk

Family-centred care in Linton for 
aches and pains as a result of:
Pregnancy
Poor Sleep
Work Stress
Call 07870568548
www.abundanthealthcare.co.uk

Cambridgeshire Family 
Chiropractic Centre

January 2015

HOME-START is the leading family support charity in the UK. 
We are looking for volunteer family support visitors in your area 
to join our team.

We will be delivering a Volunteer Preparation Course starting 
in January which will be held over eight sessions. As well as us-
ing their parenting experience, many parents volunteer with us 
to gain valuable skills for future careers.

If you need any further information, please contact me or the 
office at office@homestartcambridge.co.uk or ring 210202.

Janet Sulman

Could you help support 
families with Home-start?

MATHS week took place on inNovember, during which we 
travelled around the school to most of the classes and enjoyed 
some unusual but fun activities. In one classroom we experienced 
measuring different parts of the body in different proportions to 
create weird, out of proportion newspaper people. We made some 
scones and you might think that’s not maths but it’s about measur-
ing out the ingredients. In Miss Farr’s class, we were measuring 
again. We had to measure the room so we knew how much paint 
and carpet we would need. In our own class we made origami 
cubes from six Sonobe (a module used to help build origami) 
units. It was tricky but we kept going and were resilient. 

We were very lucky to have different visitors in the school 
talking about how they use maths in their jobs. We had a scientist, 
a pilot, an architect and a policeman, which shows that maths is 
really important in different ways. 

On Friday the Happy Puzzle Company came to the school 
and each class completed some very hard maths problems. This 
included balancing penguins on a wobbly iceberg, making a 
road map, fitting pieces into a board and creating a hamster run 
so it couldn’t escape. It was very challenging but very good fun 
indeed. 

Felix, Amelia, Tara, Rupert and Isla (Year 3)

Marvellous maths week 
at Linton Heights

A Victorian Christmas at
Linton Infants school

ACEs started the festive season early, on 25th November, with a 
lunch and live entertainment.

We met in the sports pavilion – warm, well equipped and very 
welcoming – with beautiful table decorations by Jan Sheppard. 
Lunch was provided by Mandy Clark – a splendid buffet of 
traditional fare and her special mince pies. Shirley had knitted 
her charming decorations which raised a considerable sum for 
the Community Warden. Leanne, our PCSO, gave an update on 
events and crime prevention and, hearing of local problems, gave 
sound advice.

Live entertainment was provided by guitarist and singer Findlay 
Bald (yes, a relation). His music covered a range of styles, with 
impressive playing, amusing anecdotes and humorous songs – 
some of them rather naughty, but not too much, so that we started 
the Christmas season with a twinkle in the eye.

As ever, many thanks to our wonderful volunteers and help-
ers, Linda, Jan, Marlene, Janet, Merrie, Pauline, Peggy, Cynthia, 
Colleen and Gloria. 

The next event will be a soup and rolls lunch with entertain-
ment at 12.30 pm on Thursday 22nd January, again at the sports 
pavilion. 

We hope to see you at ACE events throughout 2015 – watch 
out for our posters – Happy New Year.

Enid Bald for ACEs

A jolly start to festive season

THE half term leading to 
Christmas at Linton CE Infant 
school was as busy and excit-
ing as ever. However by the 
time you read this it will be all 
done and dusted. If I could see 
into the future I hope to report 
that the Christmas production 
of The Donkey Seller was a 
success with lots of hee-haws 
from the very proud members 
of the audience and that all the 
children enjoyed the delicious 
Christmas lunch. I also hope 
that we had a beautiful white 
Christmas.

The children enjoyed a 
week themed around A Victo-
rian Christmas where lots of 
traditional decorations were 
made and the classrooms smelt 
delicious as the children made 
Christmas puddings and tradi-
tional Victorian vegetable soup. 
Father Christmas made time in 
his busy schedule to visit the 
children who were all delighted 
to see him. 

However, being a Church 
of England school, the church 
services are important to us and 
our final service of the year was 
a reminder of the true meaning 
of Christmas. Thank you to the 
team of people who have kept 
our church services going dur-
ing the interregnum. 

So, here we go into 2015, a 
new year and a fresh start. Un-
fortunately, Mrs Becky Childs 
left the school at the end of 
the term but I am pleased and 
excited to announce we have re-
cruited Miss Tiffany Martin as 
Yellow class teacher all the way 
from Australia. I must admit to 
being a little nervous interview-
ing a candidate through Skype 
but I am convinced Tiffany 
will be a great addition to the 
Linton Infants team. She moved 
to England over the Christmas 
break and we look forward to 
welcoming her into school.

Louise Clark
Head Teacher

THE gangster era musical 
Bugsy Malone has been se-
lected as the Linton Village 
College production for 2015. 
Performances  will take place 
from 12th-14th March in the 
college hall. 

Auditions were conclud-
ed at the end of 2014, leading 
to over 90 students appearing 
on stage. More than 20 students 
will help with the technical, 
sound and lighting functions 
and the stage design. This 
means that well over a hundred 
students will be involved in all 
aspects of what promises to 
be one of the largest and most 
ambitious projects ever for the 
college, which was rated as 
outstanding by Ofsted.

Ticket prices will be frozen 
at previous levels, to ensure that 
parents, friends and supporters 
can attend in the usual high 
numbers. The Friends of LVC 
will handle hospitality and as-
sist with the annual raffle.

Laura Chiverton, Pro-
gramme Leader for Drama 
commented, “I am confi-
dent we can put on another  

Big splurge on Bugsy Malone

stunning spectacle at the col-
lege in March.  Bugsy Ma-
lone  remains a very popular 
musical for its mixture of 
slapstick, humour, romance and 
mild menace. As such, it will 
be an evening of fun for all the 
family. Do come along.”

Gerry O’Keefe, the LVC 
volunteer raising sponsorship 
for the production added, 
“This is a great choice which 
is already causing a stir in the 
community. The only downside 
of our wonderful productions 
is that we need to raise money 
to ensure they break even or 
perhaps make a small profit. 
For example, the splurge guns 
alone will cost us over £300 to 
rent this year, so I hope that the 
wonderful local businesses can 
rally round and support us in 
the usual way. We really need 
them to take adverts, hospitality 
packages or become Friends 
of LVC.”

If you can assist Linton Vil-
lage College in cash or kind for 
this production, contact me on 
gerry.okeefe@lvc.org

Gerry O’Keefe 
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THE 2015 Walk will be held 
on Sunday 3rd May. The three 
charitable causes that will share 
equally the funds raised will 
be: Linton Health Centre Com-
munity Fund, Bartlow Church 
restoration and, as always, an 
Addenbrooke’s cause – this 
time the outstanding Palliative 
Care team. 

As in 2014, walkers can 
select their preference from 
several alternative walks: the 
signature 13½ mile Three-

Fun for young and old 
on the Bartlow Three 
Counties charity walk

Counties Walk to the point where Cambridgeshire, Essex and 
Suffolk meet; the family-friendly nine-mile route which embodies 
much of the scenery but is a bit less taxing and a six-mile op-
tion that follows the nine mile route but offers a bus-ride home 
for those who cannot face those last three miles. And finally the 
long-established and enduringly popular pushchair-tolerant one 
and a half mile Junior Nature Trail for the very young (and, we 
note increasingly, the elderly) which embodies a nature quiz and 
various challenges. 

As ever the walks will start and finish in the paddock in Bart-
low. The longer walks will start between 10 and 11.30am and the 
Junior Nature Trail anytime between 10.30am and 2pm. There 
will be the usual hospitality en-route – including an occasional 
loo. There is food and drink in the paddock both before and after 
the walk and a real party atmosphere with activities for the kids 
and a bar for the adults and live music for all. In subsequent 
articles we will add further details of our 2015 good causes and 
more about the event.

Graham Howat
Walk Co-Coordinator 891732
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Tony Holmes
Grade 6 

Instructor
01223-893346

easy-drive-som.com

Tel: 01223 890349

Free pudding with meal on Tuesday, 
Fish and Chips Special on Wednesday 

Sunday Roast 
Check us out at 

www.facebook.com/thedogandducklinton

LVC  students 
in the drama 
studio

Picture 
supplied by 
Gerry o’Keefe

STUDENTS at Linton Village College (LVC) welcomed over 130 
senior citizens to their biggest ever Coffee and Carols party on 
Friday 12th December. The Christmas party goes back 20years.

The guests were picked up by coach from local villages from 
as far away as Balsham, Great Abington and Helions Bumpstead. 
The oldest guest was a Linton woman aged 100.

Guests.were served tea, coffee, mince pies and cake by students 
from year 9. The students had raised the £400 costs for the party 
themselves by organising a variety of fundraising events including 
a ‘Wear Your Hat To School’ day and a chocolate raffle. 

The LVC wind orchestra and choir provided seasonal Christmas 
music and guests enjoyed singing along to carols.

Tony Kelly, 891233 Ext 344

Coffee and carols party



OUR THANKS

For entry in this list, ensure that your event is written into the 
diary in the Post Office, failure to do so could mean non-entry 
to the diary here. You may also send an email with your event 
details to diary@linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.
info. Call 971797 for an audio version of the Linton News

Details of items in bold type may be found in this edition.

LINTON DIARY
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        Readers write...
Post and email addresses and deadline for articles are on this page. All letters for publication must have a full name, address or phone 
number to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be edited. Opinions are not necessarily those of the Linton News.

Anonymous letters will NOT be published but names and ad-dresses may be withheld if requested.

January 2015

 ITEMS FOR ADVERTISING MANAGER
Limited space on waiting list for Linton businesses

Changes to ads can be sent to: Judith Rouse 
email: adds@linton.info

The Linton News Next Publication 5st January 2015 
DEADLINES for ADVERTS Monday 12th January

NEWS ITEMS Wednesday 14th January

For distribution queries contact: Kate France 891602

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR 

Can be put in the Linton News Box in the Post Office
Editor: Fran Armes email: lneditor@linton.info

Phone 891517

WEEKLY

Seedlings Alternate Mondays 1.15-2.45pm	  CC
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays.	 VH
Chestnut baby/toddler group, 9.30-11.30am Mondays term time CC
Linton Granta football bingo, 7pm Mondays	 Pavilion
Linton theatre workshop, Mondays (call Joe 01440 703701)	
Play & Stay, Alternate Tuesdays, 9.30-11am	 CC
WEA, Tuesdays, 10am term-time	 VH
Scrabble club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays	 CP
Linton Granta playgrp, 9am-12noon Monday-Friday	 LVC
Linton Granta Toddler grp, 9.30-11.30 Tuesdays term time	LVC
Linton Granta playgrp, 12.30-2.30pm Mon-Fri, NOT Tues	LVC
Storytime, 2-2.30pm Tuesdays, term-time	 Library
Granta bridge club, 2pm Tuesdays	 VH
Table tennis club, 8pm Thursdays term time only	 URC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays (893509)	 CC
Granta duplicate bridge club, 2-4pm Tuesdays	 VH
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays	 CC
Tots in tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays term time only	 VH
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays	 VH
Jelly Beans playgroup, 9-11.30am Thursdays	 URC
Computer buddies, 2-4pm, Thursdays	 Library
Cricket club, 6-8pmThursdays	 RG, LVC
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays	 VH
Bumps to babies, 1.15-2.45pm Thursdays	 CC
Table tennis club, 8-10pm Thursdays term time only	 URC hall
Parents, carers and tots Mocha house, 9.15-10am Fridays	 CP
St Mary’s church choir, 7-8.30pm Fridays	 St Mary’s
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays 	  CC
For sports centre courses please call LVC sports centre on 890248

JANUARY 2015
   3 	 No Farmer’s Market
   3	 Friends of St Mary’s coffee morning, 10.30am-noon	 VH
   5	 Camera Club, 7.15pm	 CC
   6	 VIP group, 2pm	 Chalklands   
   6  	WI, 7.30pm	 VH
   7	 Linton Reading Group, 8pm	 VH(upstairs)
   8	 Linton lunch club, 12noon	 Red Lion, Horsheath
 11	 Lighthouse, 10.15-12noon	 URC
 13	 No gardening club
 14	 Community navigator	 HC 
 15	 Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm	 CC
 18	 Walking Group, 11am	 Church Lane 
 18	 Messy Church, 2.30pm	 St Mary’s Church
 20 	 Historical Society, 7.30pm	 VH
 21	 Cambridgeshire Hearing Help, 9.30-12	 HC
 22	 ACEs, 12.30pm soup and rolls lunch 	 Sports Pavilion

FEBRUARY 2015
   2	 Camera club, 7.15pm	 CC
   3	 WI, 7.30pm	 VH
   4	 Linton Reading Group, 8pm	 VH(upstairs)
   5	 Linton lunch club, 12 noon	 Red Lion
   7	 Farmers’ Market, 9am	 LVC
   8	 Lighthouse, 10.15-12noon	 URC
 10	 VIP group, 2pm	 Chalklands
 10	 Gardening club, 7.30pm	 VH
 11	 Community Navigator	 HC
 15	 Walking group, 11am	 Church Lane
 All village groups are asked to enter date, time and venue 
of events in the village diary at the Post Office at the earli-
est opportunity to prevent clashing events or missed event.
 
 KEY: CC Cathodeon centre, CP church pavilion, D&D Dog 
and Duck, HC health centre, LH Linton Heights school, LI 
Linton Infant school, LVC Linton village college, RG recre-
ation ground, URC United Reform church, VH village hall.

Library times: Mon closed; Tue 10am-5pm; Wed 4pm-7pm; 
Thurs 2pm-5pm; Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 10am-1pm. 
Linton refuse collection (black bin): 5th and 19th January.
Linton recycling blue bin 12th  and 26th January
Linton green bin 12th January

For All Alterations to
LADIES’ or

GENTLEMEN’S
CLOTHING

Ring HEMLINE
      Tel: 01223 891034✁

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

 
Mobile:  0774 8627920

PJB 
Maintenance

No job too small
Ground work, Patios, 
Floor & Wall Tiling, 

Fencing, Roof repairs, 
Demolition

CPSC Licence
Free Estimates

Call Peter Belsom on
Mob: 07799 183308
 Tel: 01223 891273

Monday	 Closed
Tuesday	 9:00am - 6pm
Wednesday	9:00am - 8:30pm
Thursday	 9:00am - 6pm
Friday 	 9:00am - 6pm
Saturday	 8:00am - 3pm

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl, Nicola and Helen welcome you to

Late Evening ‘til 8:30pm

Wednesday 

Traditional Hot towel wet shave 
no need to book an appointment.

Special rates for senior citizens Tuesday - Friday only

   http://www.boyz2menbarbershop.co.uk/

Dear Editor
Who is this person who lets their medium/large sized dog foul 
the pavement on busy Linton streets and fails to clean up after 
it? It would appear to happen late at night or early morning, 
presumably so there are no witnesses but it gives the rest of 
caring dog walkers a bad name. Whoever you are, have some 
sense of civic responsibility. Bags are available for as little as 
29p per pack in large supermarkets if you economise and buy 
babies Nappy Sacks. 

Likewise, have the people who drop their high energy 
drinks containers ever thought of suing the manufacturers as 
they obviously don’t have enough energy to carry the empties 
as far as the nearest bin, of which there are many in Linton. 
Presumably beer/lager drinkers are too far gone to find a bin, 
and smokers might not make it that far anyway.

While I’m having a grumble, have you checked your ve-
hicle lights recently? On a trip to Saffron Walden on Tuesday 
at around 6pm I counted four cars with faulty headlights 
and two cyclists with no lights or even reflectors. Talk about 
death wish!

Come on Linton, clean up your act.
Major Grumble, Peoples Army
Name and address supplied

Dear Editor
There is a lane in Linton that has a care home for the elderly. 
Only one side of this lane has a pedestrian pavement. This pave-
ment is very uneven making it difficult for the less able bodied. 
Some of the older residents on mobility vehicles or with walking 
aids can often be seen walking in the road as a consequence. 

That same paved side of the lane has parked cars along it, 
making crossing more hazardous than usual. Along with these 
risks there are also a good number of hidden entrances from 
driveways on the non-paved side of the lane. Cars emerge with 
little sight of the road or the two-way traffic that often speeds 
along it. This lane is home to a number of families and it is 
used as a primary pedestrian route by many children, from all 
parts of the village.

The frequently exceeded speed limit along this lane is 
30mph. This means that you can legally drive 50% faster here 
than along many other roads in our village where the limit is 
reduced to 20mph.

I wonder if your readers can guess the location in Linton 
where this accident waiting to happen is?
Name & address supplied.

Dear Editor
THE Granta School Christmas Fair held recently raised 
just over £1,200. The money will be used partly to provide 
Christmas treats for the pupils, with the remainder being put 
towards the whole school activity day to be held in June. 

Thank you to all who supported the fair in any way espe-
cially local businesses that displayed posters for the event. 
We would also like to thank the members of the Queens Head 
Littlebury Darts Team for their recent donation of money 
raised from the Hadstock and District Darts League. As ever 
we are very grateful for their support.

The money will be put towards new playground equip-
ment that has been requested on behalf of the students by 
the school council.
Annette Leeman 01799 528107

A quiz for your readers

Lazy and irresponsible

WE had a lovely Christmas dinner on 2nd December 
which was attended by 33 members. We were de-
lighted that Cynthia Norris could come. Tricia Lewis 
recited an amusing poem about how we become 
richer as we grow older – silver in our hair, gold in 

our teeth and stones all over our body and so on. Our next meeting 
is on 6th January when Horry Parsons will be speaking on Building 
the Millennium Tower – St Edmundsbury Cathedral.

Sally Probets

We get richer as we grow old

Dear Editor,
I would like to thank all my customers for the support given to 
me over the past twenty years.

I have now retired and the business has been passed over to 
Mr Thomas Harriott and Mr George Gomm who will be trading 
as LB Cars Cambridge Ltd. Telephone numbers remain the same 
as 892986 and 0771 2420675
Lionel, LB Cabs

Dear Editor,
WE would like to wish Lionel all the best for his retirement and 
thank him for the opportunity to continue the running of LB Cars. 
We will continue to offer the same excellent service that Lionel 
has offered for many years. 

In addition to our local taxi services and by increasing our 
fleet of vehicles, we are now able to offer an executive chauf-
feur service, for the longer distance journeys or for that special 
occasion. In order to make your journey with us as stress-free as 
possible, we have several options for payment.

We thank you in advance for your custom.
George and  Tom

Christmas bells ring out
OUR Christmas social evening brought music to our ears 
as we enjoyed hand bell-ringing with mulled wine and 
mince pies. A wonderful start to the festive season.

Please remember that there will not be a meeting in 
January this year. The club next meets on Tuesday 10th 

February when Steve Jones will distract us from the weather 
with his illustrated talk on Japanese gardens. The meeting starts 
at 7.30pm in the village hall and both members and visitors are 
warmly invited to join us for the evening. 

Kirsten Newble
lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk
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PLODDING ALONG 
An update on police matters

Acupuncture and Massage in Linton
Some of the conditions acupuncture can help ...

• sports injury and tension
• back, knee, hip, shoulder and elbow pain, rheumatism
• fertility optimisation, IVF, pregnancy and menstrual
• headache and migraine, stress
• high blood pressure and circulation conditions
• anxiety and addictions

Peter White MBAcC, MSc, MBAcC.
Call: 01223 891145 for an appointment or free assessment
Email: enquiries@lintonhealth.co.uk

CB21 4LG

3 Back Road

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
 *  CRB Checked
 *  Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
 sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

WEST WRATTING
CAMBRIDGE, CB21 5LU

LONG & SHORT STAY
ACCOMMODATION

COTTAGE &  
CONVERTED BARN

HOLIDAYS, WEEKENDS
BED & BREAKFAST

T: 01223 290492
www.bakerycottage.co.uk

CAPRI BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated 

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
Vertical Blinds now available 

with wand operation. 
No Cords

Ideal for Child Safety
Tel: 01223 894020
www.capriblinds.co.uk

Made to Measure

BETWEEN 7pm on 8th No-
vember and 8am on 9th No-
vember, a silver Ford was 
damaged on Balsham Road. 
Damage was caused by some-
one running over the bonnet 
and roof.

Between 7.38pm and 
7.48pm on 20th November, a 
business premises on The Grip 
Industrial Estate, was broken 
into. Access was gained by 
forcing a wooden door at the 
premises.  An amount of cash 
was stolen from the till inside 
and an untidy search was made.  
Enquiries are on-going and 
CCTV is being viewed.

Between 10.30am and 7pm 
on 20th November a commer-
cial van was broken into on an 
industrial unit in Cambridge 
Road, Linton. A large number 
of power tools were stolen 
from the vehicle. 

If anyone has any informa-
tion regarding any of the above 
crimes, please let us know 
immediately.  This informa-
tion you have may be vital to 
the crime. 

 
Speeding

ON 11th November speed 
checks were carried out in the 
following locations and these 
are the results.

On Hadstock Road, where 
there is a 30mph limit, be-
tween 8.45am and 9.25am 94 
vehicles were checked doing 
the appropriate speed and 18 
vehicles caught driving over 
the limit. These are being 
dealt with.

High Street, (near Market 
Lane and Horn Lane) where 
there is a 20mph limit, be-
tween 9.35am and 10.30am 
57 vehicles checked doing 
the appropriate speed and 12 
vehicles caught driving over 

the limit.
Speed checks will continue 

in the villages. 
As we all know, speeding 

in villages is a constant issue.  
I will try and get out to the 
problem villages but what I 
need is for residents to report 
the speeding issues on the fol-
lowing web page.  

ht tp:/ / t inyurl .com/SC-
SpeedTeam 

This information is put on 
a spreadsheet and generated 
for officers to view, with the 
possibility that those officers 
and Special Constables get 
out to the area where there are 
regular reports. If reports are 
not received then officers will 
continue to address the areas 
from where the reports are 
coming in.   

In addition, anyone wanting 
to set up a Speed Watch Group 
in their village or wanting 
further information regard-
ing Speedwatch,  then please 
email me on: leanne.fisher@
cambs.pnn.police.uk  
PCSO 7239 Leanne Fisher

Sawston Policing Team 

IN the first week of December 
South Cambridgeshire Safer 
Neighbourhood Team began 
a rolling campaign to reduce 
domestic and shed burglary 
throughout the district.

Operation Oaklands will 
concentrate on one village 
or town each week with uni-
formed officers mobilised in the 
area. They will focus on crime 
prevention measures and pro-
vide security advice to residents 
in order to combat burglary, 
vehicle crime and theft.

Officers will be offering 
residents Smartwater property 
coding kits for a reduced price 
of £10, plus shed and window 
alarms at cost price.

Linton was not included in 
the December visits but more 
visits are planned to take place 
in the New Year starting in 
January; updates will follow.

For further details and up-
dates, do check the South 
Cambs blog page: www.south-
cambscops.org

South Cambs 
Neighbourhood Team

Operation 
Oaklands 
Phase Two

THERE has been a massive increase in the amount of money 
people have lost through phone scams over the past year, up 
from £7 million to £23.9 million, says Financial Fraud Action 
UK (FFA UK).

This has prompted the launch of a campaign backed by banks, 
card companies and the police to highlight the type of scams most 
commonly used.

The scams
Criminals typically cold call to deceive victims into believing 

they’re talking to a police officer, bank staff or someone from 
another trusted organisation. Once on the phone, the fraudster 
will try to convince his target that they’ve been a victim of fraud 
and will ask them to provide personal and financial information, 
like PINs and passwords, to access their account.
In other variations phone scammers convince a victim to transfer 
money to another account or hand over bank cards or cash to a 
courier.

And to convince suspicious victims, scammers will get them 
to hang up and call their bank themselves. However, when the 
victim ends the call the criminal doesn’t and keeps the line open to 
continue the deception. FFA UK says a telephone line can remain 
open for up to two minutes after one person has hung up. ;

Remember that your bank and the police will never ask you 
for your four digit PIN or online banking password, to withdraw 
money or send someone to collect cash, PIN, payment card or 
cheque book if you had been a victim of fraud. Neither would 
they ask you to purchase goods and hand them over for safe-
keeping.

Phone scam warnings

HELPING Hands, the voluntary transport service for local 
people with mobility problems who are unable to use local 
transport services, has recorded 915 journeys during the year 
November 2013 to October 2014, an increase of 183 journeys 
over last year, all carried out by just 18 drivers. If the group is 
to continue to meet the ever-growing demand for this service 
we urgently require more drivers to lessen the load of the pres-
ent volunteers. 

If you have a car and time on your hands you will be wel-
comed with open arms. The most frequent journeys undertaken 
are to Addenbrooke’s Hospital, local health centres, shopping 
trips and care homes. On average drivers carry out two to three 
journeys a week and receive 45p per mile from their passen-
ger as well as profuse thanks. If you feel that you can help 
to provide this much needed local service, please call Bruce 
Conochie 894460. 

The group is also looking for a deputy Transport Coordina-
tor. At the moment, and for several years, Bruce Conochie has 
been the Transport Coordinator and will continue to carry out 
this role,but we have recently lost the services of our deputy. 
Anyone who has a telephone can undertake this job and does 
not have to be a driver or a member of the group. Bruce will be 
delighted to explain the role to anyone who is interested, please 
do give him a call on the number given above. It is a wonder-
ful way of getting to know many local people and giving back 
something to society.

Cynthia Paton, Secretary, Helping Hands

H E L P urgently needed

Santa comes to Linton

WAS this the first sighting of Father Christmas in 2014?
He was glimpsed arriving at the village hall with his helper 

on Saturday 6th December for the Granta Playgroup Christmas 
Fair.

LNT

Picture by Roger Lapwood
Excited children gather round Father Christmas

Don’t be a victim

THREE years ago, the Friends 
of St Mary’s Church held Teddy 
Bear parachute jumps from the 
church tower. 

Unfortunatelyone ted-
dy bear did not make it to 
the ground and was left  
dangling when its parachute 
became entangled on a gar-
goyle. 

During repairs  to the roof, 
one of the workmen found a 
very dirty bear and brought it 
down to me (barely alive). It has 
been washed and it is now look-
ing pretty good. I would like to 
return it to its owner, so I have 
written a little poem hoping that 
the owner will come forward 
to claim it. 

    If you remember the pink 
teddy bear with a pink ribbon 
bow, please call 891111 to ar-
range to collect it from me.

Nanette Blackmore, 
Verger, St Mary’s Church. 

Teddy finally returns to earth

AT the Linton Flower Festival three years ago 
Many brave bears thought they would have a go, 
But one little bear did not make it to the ground, 
And has been on the parapet waiting to be found.
     The little owner at the time may have forgotten their loss, 
      For their bear who had gathered so much moss, 
      With its parachute still attached it clung to the stone, 
      And the workman who found it said: 
              “You can now go home”. 

Nanette

Teddy Bear parachute jumps

Ready, teddy, go!

Teddy plunges down and 
down until he lodges in a 

gargoyle
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 LINTON COUNTRY MATTERS
Text by Jo Sinclair and illustrated by Maureen Williams 

Michael Beaumont 
Butchers Ltd.
Family Butchers

Est. 1965
Midweek Specials 

Available
Quality meats from local 

farms including beef 
raised on our own farm

Award winning Pies 
Tel; 01223 894224

beaumontsbutchers.com
High Street, Linton

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
 (01223) 892889 
or 07973294946

No job too small...

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Established 1991

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage LTD

MOT by appointment while you wait
Servicing, Collection & Delivery Service

Unit 3 & 4, Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambs
CB21 4XN

Tel : 01223 894140
Fax : 01223 890035
mhgarage@btconnect.com

MOBILE 
CHIROPRACTIC 

SERVICE
GCC-Registered Chiropractor

ALEXANDER M SMITH 
01223 967565

SOUTH CAMBS AREA 
(Based in Linton)

 Effective care in the comfort of your home

 - Low back pain & sciatica
 - Neck pain & headaches
 - Muscle spasm/tension
 - Shoulder & Knee pain
 - Postural problems
www.alexandersmithchiropractor.co.uk

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894225

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

IF x2 + 18x + 30 = 2 √ (x2 +18 +45)
What are the values of x (real numbers only)?

Solution to 117 – Exponents & Logarithms
Log

z
w = 60. 

Apologies for the error,  the question should not have been 
Find Log

x
w = 60. 

Urania

BALSAM bashing or scrub grubbing – how’s that for a New 
Year’s Resolution? I’m talking about some hands on conserva-
tion work (not a typo; we have no animosity towards the village 
north east of Linton). How about keeping fit, meeting people and 
helping to shape a place for nature in 2015? Join a group or start 
your own project.

The Cam Valley Forum (CVF) is one local conservation group 
dealing with issues such as the invasive Himalayan Balsam. 
This tall pink triffid colonises the banks of the River Granta 
and soon takes over if given the chance. Touch one of the 
ripe seedpods and you’ll understand how successful it 
is. My mother dared me to when I was young and I got 
a surprise so explosive I thought it was more animal 
than plant. CVF has an affiliation with Linton Parish 
Council, and can offer advice and financial support 
for community conservation projects.

South Cambs District Council has a Wildlife 
Enhancement Scheme in which orchard, 
tree and hedge projects may be funded 
through the Community Chest Grants 
scheme. Linton Parish Council is currently 

Turn over a new leaf
discussing a possible community orchard if the allotments in the 
village get the go ahead.

Another group associated with Linton is the Friends of the 
Roman Road and Fleam Dyke (FRRFD). 
Conservation work parties still take place 
every Wednesday in association with Iain 
Webb of the Wildlife Trust. This group was 
not responsible for the shocking decimation 
of great tracts of hedgerow and scrub along 

the Roman Road by the way.
Other nature reserves and heritage sites 

nearby include the Iron Age hill fort Wandlebury 
on the way into Cambridge, managed by Cambridge 
Past, Present and Future.  Across the road is the Gog 
Magog Down trust, with a current plan to plant 

many more trees…volunteers needed please. The 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and 

the Wildlife Trust both have several reserves 
in South Cambridgeshire, and both operate 
local groups of members and volunteers. 
Fancy mucking in?

Hildersham in January

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service is looking 
for volunteers in your area to join our successful Community 
Champion scheme.

Community Champions encourage local residents to carry 
out fire safety checks in their homes, visit community groups 
and educate people about fire safety and escape plans. 

We will train you, give you a uniform and provide you with 
a wide range of activities to choose from, all of which will help 
to keep our communities safe from the risk of fire.   

Anyone interested in becoming a Community Champion 
should call Rachael Brown at Cambridgeshire ACRE* on 
01353 865038; email rachael.brown@cambsacre.org.uk or 
log on to cambsfirechamps.org.uk. Cambridgeshire ACRE 
coordinates the Community Champions Scheme on behalf 
of CFRS. 

And don’t forget to make a New Year Resolution to test 
your smoke alarm, and that of your elderly relatives, once a 
month, by pressing the test button on the device. To find out 
if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, call 0800 
917 99 94.

Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram by searching 
@cambsfrs.

Leanne Ehren,  Media and Communication Officer
*ACRE stands for Action with Communities in Rural Eng-

land and is the rural community council for Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough.

Looking for something else 
to do in the New Year?

WELCOME to the New Year. 
IT’S Teatime again on 8th January. Come and join us for tea, 

cake and conversation from 3pm until 4.30pm in Hildersham 
village hall.

THE next Hildersham Lecture will take place at 7.30pm 
on 30th January in Hildersham church. Airline Pilot Marnie 
Munns will speak about Women in Aviation. Just the talk to 
lift the spirits. 

For any queries please contact Cathy Myer on 892848 or 
at catherinemyer43@btinternet.com

FOR their next concert, Linton Music Society welcomes Dennis 
Lee and Chee Hung-Toh who will be playing piano duets and 
works for solo piano including Mozart’s Sonata in D major K381 
Dussek’s Sonata in B flat major Op74, Liszt’s Petrarch Sonnet 
No 104, Debussy’s Reflets dans l’eau and Feux d’artifice.

The concert is at 7.30pm on Saturday 7th February at Linton 
Village College. 

Tickets will be available on the door or in advance, in person 
or by telephone from Sweet Talk News in the High Street 893480. 
They can also be bought from Saffron Walden Tourist Information 
office on 01799 524002 or online at www.saffrontickets.com

For further information please contact
juliet@abrahamson.enterprise-plc.com

Linda Bird

Neil Claxton
Painting & Decorating

Interior/Exterior
Rooms Emulsioned 

from £120
FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 e-mail:
n.claxton925@btinternet.com

POT POURRI 118

ABOUT 10 years ago there was 
a small group of volunteers who 
used to meet monthly through-
out the year to tidy the Pocket 
Park, also known as Leadwell 
Meadows. They also had a big 
annual clear up as well. 

The group was guided by 
Bob McGovern, a naturalist 
from South Cambridge District 

Closer to home Pocket Park.... February Concert
The 
internationally
famous 
pianists

Picture supplied 
by Linda Bird

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking

For All Alterations to
LADIES’ or

GENTLEMEN’S
CLOTHING

Ring HEMLINE
      Tel: 01223 891034✁

THE plans of charity Cambridge past present and future (PPF)  to 
improve facilities, re-organise staff and remove trees at Wandle-
bury have caused anger amongst some Cambridge residents in-
cluding our country matters writer Julia Napier. She is concerned 
that ancient trees have already been felled, many more will be 
and the wildlife of the park will be adversely affected. In addition 
there is concern for possible loss of the staff who are the experts  
in wildlife conservation and in managing the park. For more in-
formation go to the 4th December edition of the Cambridge News. 
The charity refutes claims that Wandlebury is facing disaster on  
www.cambridgeppf.org/places/wandlebury-country-park. 

Editor

Council.
Unfortunately, the group 

has now disbanded but if you 
think you would like to be part 
of another one and would enjoy 
helping to keep this lovely wild 
place attractive to everyone, 
please contact Merrie Manassi 
on merrie@crofton-eng.co.uk

Sarah Hurcum

....Further away  
     controversial Wandlebury plans

Changes to bus routes
13/13A/13B/X13

FROM 4th January some journeys towards Cambridge will be 
via Worts Causeway. There are no changes to the timetable.

Equation Value for x
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Springfield House 
B&B

14/16 Horn Lane, Linton
River views from bed-
rooms & guest lounge

Tel: 01223 891383
www.springfieldhouselinton.com

          January 2015

WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTING

Explore the magical world of water-
colour painting with an 

experienced artist, in the 
comfort of your own home.
For details, please contact: 

Susan Mackenzie (01223) 891521 or: 
sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

website: www.ajcopelandca.co.uk

Email: ajcopeland@compuserve.com































DACRE LONG
Local Painter and 

Decorator
66 Chalklands, Linton

Professional work to highest 
standard for over 15 years 

Trade and 
Private Customers

Free quotes with written 
specification 

Phone 01223 893176
or 07837513837
Discounts for

Senior Citizens

The Derbyshire 
Post

AT Christmas, it is traditional for our thoughts to turn towards 
helping other people and, specifically, to charity. Children at the 
college are very keen on raising money for charity. Our most 
recent charity day supported Save the Children and its efforts 
to fight Ebola. The charities are always decided by the students 
themselves. What you may not know, however, is that LVC has 
its own charity: The LVC Trust Fund (charity number 298575). 
It was created over 20 years ago to help students in our school 
community to afford enrichment activities that might otherwise 
be beyond their parents’ pockets. Over the years, the college has, 
via the Trust Fund, paid for hundreds of young people from less 
affluent homes, to go on trips and visits, to take part in sporting 
activities and to have music lessons. Many of these opportunities 
have been truly life changing for them and have a very positive 
impact on our wider community. In recent years, however, the 
funds have diminished somewhat. We have noticed greater calls 
on this money during the recession and fewer donations. It is 
time, therefore, to build the fund up once more so it can continue 
to do some good.

If you have, as a family, benefited from Linton Village College, 
please consider contributing to the LVC Trust Fund charity. You 
can make a one off donation, or if you can afford to, pay a small 
amount per month. Send an email to amanda.clay@lvc.org who 
will arrange the donation for you. I very much hope that the good 
work can continue for years to come.				  
			            Caroline Derbyshire  Principal

HAVING run successfully for 
more than two years, Triple J 
Fitness in Linton is here to help 
you get fit for the New Year.

Managing director Joe 
George explained what makes 
Triple J such a pleasant place to 
work out. “It’s a really friendly 
atmosphere,” said the Level 
3 qualified personal trainer, 
continuing: “with a good cross 
section of people, with a wide 
range of fitness levels and age 
groups.”

The balance of men and 
women who regularly use the 
facilities is another welcom-
ing aspect, making the Triple 
J Fitness experience much less 
intimidating than some gyms.
Amenities include separate 
male and female changing 
rooms and showers and a bar 
area serving much needed post-
workout hot and cold drinks and 
protein shakes. 

Facilities include free 
weights, cardio training areas 
and a functional training zone 
for abdominal exercises and 
body work.With equipment 
like kettle bells, medicine 
balls, boxes, steps and skipping 
ropes, your workout will never 
be boring.

Working at the gym seven 
days a week, Joe himself is 
always on hand to advise, and 
make sure that you get the most 
out of your workout. He can 

Get fit in the New Year

carry out personalised induc-
tions and provide a bespoke 
programme for your first work-
out and is also happy to help 
you revise your programme 
and change up as your fitness 
levels increase.

And, if you need any extra 
incentive to get fit for the com-
ing winter months, Triple J 
have some great price offers at 
the moment. Corporate deals 
are also always available, so 
contact Joe at Triple J Fitness 
if you want to energise your 
workforce this spring.

You can  contact Triple J Fit-
ness by telephone on  891164, 
or drop Joe an email at Joe@
triplejfitness.co.uk or go on the 
website triplejfitness.co.uk. 

Joe with some equipment

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

S2606/14/FL Mr & Mrs Wylie Tysoe, 15 Balsham Road. 
Extensions.
S/2694/14/FL Mr Steven Impey, 142 High Street. Demolition 
of existing house and construction of 2 houses and detached 
garages.
S/2716/14/FL Mrs Michelle Rhodes, 4 Market Lane. Removal 
of existing side entrance porch & part of boundary wall. Erect 
side extension to form utility room on ground floor and wardrobe/
storage space at first floor.

ARE you interested in  joining a  Karate  club? Why not join 
the Kempa Wushu Karate club which meets from 7-8pm every 
Monday at the sports centre in Linton Village College.  It is a full 
contact karate club for all ages from five years upwards. Robert 
Courtney, who runs the club has all the required qualifications, 
has been police checked and is fully insured.

For further details contact Robert on 07812 672623 or  robert@
courtney9.orangehome.co.uk 

Penelope M Courtney (Mrs)

How about some Karate ?

THIS picture of 1st Linton Guides was probably taken in the 1920s 
and we think the leader sitting in the middle is Miss Purkis, the 
first District Captain of Linton BP Guides. What we are not sure 
about is where the photographer stood.  

Can you guess where the photographer was standing?

When you next walk along to the church or Camping Close/
village green, perhaps you would like to take the picture with you 
to try to place the photographer and email your answer to me on 
kfrance@profsoundconsult.com.  Thank you.  

The Way We Were
Picture and article supplied by Kate France

Picture supplied by Joe

IF you are a club looking for a venue, we are happy to help. Please 
contact Linton Heights Junior School. Tel 892210.
Email office@lintonheights.cambs.sch.uk 

Mick Readman

Lofty venue?



Discreet Pest Prevention & Control

A J PEST CONTROL
FAST AND EFFECTIVE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC - AGRICULTURAL

 Wasps, Hornets &Flies		   Bird Control
 Mice and Rats			   Squirrels and Rabbits
 Fleas, Bed Bugs and Ants	  Cockroaches

Based in Linton
Contact: 01223 530988 or 07855478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

National Pest Technicians Association

The Crown Inn, Linton 
presents

 Monday fresh Fish, Chips, Peas for £5.95
Tuesday 8oz prime Steak & Chips for £7.95

Wednesday FREE dessert with any main course
Thursday Home-made Tapas 
Friday Gourmet Burger Bar 

Sunday Lunch traditional roast for £9.95
www.crownatlinton.co.uk

11, High Street, Linton, Cambs Tel 01223 891759

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-

work, renewal of pitched or 
flat roofs

New guttering, 
repairs/unblocking

Free estimates before any 
work commenced

25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440
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Parish Council Matters

FIRSTLY may I on behalf of the parish council wish all residents 
a happy and prosperous 2015 and hope that we can all work 
together to preserve and enhance the village of Linton and its 
amenities. Many residents in Linton work long hours voluntarily 
to ensure that a number of clubs and organisations flourish for 
the benefit and enjoyment of the residents of all ages. We as the 
parish council are always looking for any suggestions to improve 
what we have and seek new opportunities to provide additional 
recreational facilities for all. With this in mind I would encourage 
any member of the public to attend a parish council meeting and 
air their views in the item listed for public participation. If you 
cannot or do not wish to attend I urge you to submit an email or 
letter to the parish clerk outlining your views. I can assure you 
that the council debate all issues raised by residents to try and seek 
a solution which will suit all parties. This is not always possible 
for various reasons, and some issues are out of our control and 
are decided by district or county council.

We continually receive complaints regarding parking and 
speeding particularly on the High Street. The parking restrictions 
currently are difficult to enforce due to the limited resources, and 
imposing restricted parking (eg two hour maximum or residents 
only) would also be difficult to enforce. One suggestion has been 
to employ a traffic warden to be shared with other local villages, 
eg Sawston, Fulbourn and any other village wishing to contribute 
to the cost. If residents feel there is some support for this it could 
be further investigated. Your views and ideas please.

Other suggestions have been speed bumps, pinch points and 
illuminated flashing signs. The council has always resisted the 
installation of speed bumps or pinch points as it would detract 
from the beauty of the conservation area in the High Street, 
but maybe we have to reconsider this. There is a scheme called 
‘Speedwatch’ which a number of villages have introduced and 
briefly this involves volunteers carrying out speed checks in 
certain areas. This scheme is supported by the local police and 
full training is given. What are your ideas in preventing speed-
ing and inconsiderate parking by motorists? Please let us have 
your thoughts.

The refurbished pavilion on the recreation ground has proved 
a success both with the football and cricket participants and the 
other social users. The ACEs, bingo sessions, and many birthday 
and anniversary parties have all been impressed with the facilities 
provided. The next project is to consider the recreation ground as 

a whole and provide additional recreational facilities for the wider 
community. We have been approached by the younger members of 
the village to consider the skate park area and the possible addition 
of a BMX cycling track. This activity is growing in popularity 
and is now an Olympic sport so we should look seriously at this 
request. The bowls green is very much under used despite efforts 
by the members to attract new users, and it is very expensive to 
maintain for the current limited use. There is a lack of football 
pitches for all age groups in the village particularly 9v9 games 
for the under 11s and 12s. I would hope that we can consult with 
the Aztecs Junior Football Club management committee and the 
public in general to seek a way forward in exploring the idea of 
converting part of the bowling green to a grassed or all weather 
surface and extending the current training area to enable a 9v9 
pitch to be installed behind the pavilion. In addition the current 
tarmac area, which again is hardly used, could be the possible 
siting of a new BMX track.

We need your views and ideas
area and move the soil to increase the height of the bank near the 
bridge to reduce the risk of flooding the meadow and pavilion. 

This is the part of the bank where the river came over in the last 
flooding of the meadow and after consultation with the Environ-
ment Agency agreement has been provisionally reached to carry 
out this work. All this will take time in the planning, agreement 
and also obtaining the necessary funding. The pavilion was ex-
tended and refurbished with a number of grants and very little 
public money. Hopefully a similar outcome could be achieved 
with this project. 

As a parish council we have little control over decisions made 
by the county and district councils, but we can try and influence 
their thoughts through our district and county councillors. Every-
body is under pressure to reduce public spending and this means 
as a council we should ensure we prioritise our requirements 
and get value for money; after all it is your money, through the 
precept, that we as a parish council are spending. Please help 
by attending public meetings, consultation events, parish meet-
ings, e-mailing or sending in your ideas to help the council truly 
represent your views.

Cllr Brian Manley

AS you see from other articles, 
the parish council tries to sup-
port as many local enterprises 
and to get involved in as many 
issues as possible. At the an-
nual parish meeting we present 
cheques to groups supported 
through the precept (I hope you 
submitted your request), but 
we support more throughout 
the year.

We address issues that need 
protection, repair or improve-
ment. These include tree works 
and hedging, improvements to 
the cemetery, safety and dis-

Supporting the village

Work is to be 
undertaken to relocate 
earth from the north 
east corner (left) of the 
recreation ground to the 
low north area (below) 
by the bridge to level 
the riverbank

ability access, remembrance 
and the area around the vil-
lage sign and, perhaps most 
important at the moment, flood 
prevention. You will soon 
see changes to river banks, 
consolidation of flood plain, 
re-digging ponds in Leadwell 
Meadows, and the creation of 
‘sacrifice’ areas etc, all of which 
help prevent flooding or lessen 
its impact.

Linton parish council sup-
ports all age groups - we help 
fund the youth worker, sports, 
local clubs and groups, and the 

community warden scheme.
The community warden 

is a parish council initiative, 
designed to keep elderly resi-
dents living independently in 
their own homes; it also has a 
wider role in preventing bed 
blocking.  ACEs is the social 
aspect of this, running events 
to which all older residents are 
welcome, and raising funds for 
warden expenses.

To clarify the November 
article, Venetia’s work is not 
part of any service, but is a 
partner scheme to Linton par-

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 Clerk to the council – Mrs Sue Parry

Interim Clerk to the council – Mrs Marilyn Strand
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk
Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday 9am – 12noon, closed on a Thursday. 
 Or by appointment

Dates for full council meetings:
15th January and 19th February 2015

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre 
commencing at 7.30pm

ish council, funded by local 
councils (mainly Linton parish 
council) run through Age UK 
and a team of volunteers. If you 
would like her to help in caring 
or to find out more about social 
events please contact one of the 
ACE committee or myself, as 
chairman, on 891069.

If you would like to volun-
teer to help ACE, be part of the 
Neighbourhood Plan group, or 
perhaps become a parish coun-
cillor, this is a way for you to 
support Linton too.

Cllr Enid Bald

The area in the north east corner is planned to be cleared of the 
overgrown nettles and dead trees and used as a relaxing picnic 
area by the river with fixed seats, tables and benches.

It is also anticipated to be able to lower the river bank in this 

The bowling green 
(left) situated behind 
the pavilion and the 
tarmaced games area 
(below) are both 
under consideration 
for changes to their 
usage  

All pictures taken by 
Anne Meeks



GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

Steve Webb
Painter

&

Decorator 
Over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

Montford Barn
Horseheath
Tel: 01223 893864
Mobile: 07772991373

PLUMBLINE 
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER 
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE 
  
 
Call John on 
01223 893903 
Fully Qualified and Insured 

Including Property Maintenance 
Painting: Tiling: Plastering: Carpentry         

Friendly and Reliable Service No Job Too Small 

Supcik@talktalk.net 

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  
 01223 890060
   07765 594398

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday

 
Local Ironing Service

Fast, friendly 
ironing service 
tailored to suit 

your needs.

Working overtime? Not enough 
hours in the day? Can’t face that 

stack of ironing?

Economical hourly rate.
Free collection/delivery available.

	 Call Carolyn on 
	 01223 891762
	 07961 919374

carolynturner63@yahoo.co.uk

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk
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 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes
ABBREVIATED draft minutes of the Linton parish council 
(LPC/PC) meeting held at the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 
20th November 2014.  

Present: Enid Bald (EB) (chairman); Paul Poulter (PP) (vice-
chairman); Simon Hill (SH); Brian Manley (BM); Graham Potter 
(GP); Jan Bumstead (JB); Alison Walker (AW); David Lissemore 
(DL); Jacque Wilson (JW); Nicola Miller (NM). Clerk: Marilyn 
Strand. District councillor Henry Batchelor (HB), district & 
county councillor Roger Hickford (RH), Kate France (press) and 
12 members of the public were also in attendance.

Apologies for absence: Councillors David Champion, Brian 
Cox (Dr), Merrie Mannassi and Beatrice Ward (Dr).

Declarations of interest: SH declared a personal interest in 
the correspondence item relating to allotments.

Street Lighting Project (Balfour Beatty and Cambridgeshire 
county council (CCC): Keeley Russell from Balfour Beatty gave 
an overview of the project:

- CCC won Private Finance Initiative (PFI) funding for this 
project in 2009, and have been in consultation with Balfour Beatty 
for the last two and a half years.

- Only street lights owned by CCC are affected in this series 
of works.

- Lights will be replaced using six-metre columns with white 
lighting to conform to current British Standards (BS).

-  Central Government has determined that street lighting should 
be reduced by 10% in residential areas. This means that Linton will 
lose 35 lights from a mixture of residential and main roads.

- Residents have 45 working days from 17th November to con-
sult with Balfour over the removal of lights. The height and colour 
of the lights is non-negotiable as they must conform to BS.

- Although work has started, changes to the removal of lights 
can still be made following consultation with the public.

- A residents’ meeting attended by a representative of Balfour 
Beatty can be arranged.

It was proposed by AW and seconded by NM to hold a residents’ 
meeting at the village hall. All agreed.

Heritage lights more in keeping with the conservation area 
on the High Street can be provided at a cost to the PC. It was 
proposed by AW and seconded by NM that LPC would pay for 
heritage lighting dependent upon final costs. Council voted nine 
in favour and one against and the proposal was carried.

Action: clerk to obtain an accurate quotation from Balfour 
Beatty to install heritage lights on the High Street. 

The chairman thanked Ms Russell for her presentation.
Councillor vacancy: There is still a vacancy for a councillor 

to be co-opted onto the PC.
Public participation: Three members of Ely Diocese attended 

this session and expressed their wish to meet members of LPC 
and Linton Allotments Association (LAA) to discuss the parcel 
of glebe land which the PC wishes to acquire for allotments. A 
meeting will be arranged as soon as possible.

A resident expressed their concern that they would have no say 
over the installation of a new street light outside their house.

Cllr Nicola Miller asked the clerk if the plans from Balfour Be-
atty could be verified as the actual position of the lights in Primrose 
Way did not appear to match the plans on paper. Other councillors 
mentioned similar issues with the plans in their areas.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
16th October: Under the matters arising item LPC’s application 
for Flood Defence Consent for flood prevention works on the 
recreation ground has now been granted by the Environment 
Agency. Work will commence as soon as possible.

Reports from district councillors: Cllr Batchelor had sent a 
report which had been circulated before the meeting. He added 
that a recent meeting between Tyevia Gould from South Cam-
bridgeshire district council (SCDC) and LPC’s tree warden and 
clerk to discuss various issues around the village had been very 
positive.

Report from county councillor: Cllr Hickford had sent a re-
port which had been circulated before the meeting. He added that 
he was disappointed that revised plans for the Newdigate House 

site still showed only 22 car parking spaces. At a recent meeting 
with the developers and SCDC, residents, LPC and Cllr Hickford 
had all commented that 24 spaces should be provided.

With regards to the street lighting project Cllr Hickford 
confirmed that there would only be consultation regarding the 
removal of lights. There may be some negotiation possible on 
where removals take place but the same number of lights will 
be removed.

Cllr Hickford will ask the contracts officer at CCC to attend 
the residents’ meeting once it has been arranged.

Update on finance: GP reported that there would be an esti-
mated £24k overspend on wages over this financial year due to 
the clerk’s long-term absence and the need to arrange temporary 
and interim staff.

There has also been a small overspend on administration. 
However, all other costs are well within budget for the year.

The new finance software package is up and running and the 
whole of this financial year has been inputted.

A meeting of the finance committee will be held directly after 
this meeting.

Update on the Neighbourhood Plan: PP reported that SCDC’s 
planning department had been very helpful in supporting LPC 
and Hildersham PC (HPC) in putting together the first formal 
public consultation document for the NP. This is scheduled to 
go out with the Linton News next month. PP also thanked HPC 
for its input into this initial consultation which focuses on the 
main policy areas. More detailed policies will be consulted on 
in the near future.

Update on transport issues: EB had sent a report which had 
been circulated before the meeting. A meeting between LPC’s 
Traffic Working Group (TWG) and Nicola Burden of CCC should 
be arranged in order to progress the actions recommended by 
recent reports. The A1307 traffic survey data analysis provided 
by Atkins via RH needs further discussion by the TWG.

Action: clerk to contact Nicola Burden with a list of items 
on the report and to copy in RH. To arrange a meeting between 
Nicola and LPC’s TWG.

Update on cemetery: BM reported that the cemetery gates 
need repairing and this will be looked into once the roadway has 
been resurfaced. The following decisions were made:

- To obtain plans and quotations for re-laying the tarmac road, 
narrowing it on the west side to create a further ashes area. Pro-
posed by DL and seconded by SH. All agreed.

- To proceed with hedging, trees and tree works. Proposed by 
NM and seconded by JW. All agreed.

- To obtain plans and quotations for landscaping the ashes area. 
Proposed by DL and seconded by JB. All agreed. 

Action: clerk to obtain plans and quotations for the above 
work.

Update on Local Highways Improvement Initiative 
2015/16: EB had sent a report which had been circulated before 
the meeting and this was noted.

Leadwell Meadows: BC had sent a report which had been 
circulated before the meeting and this was noted.

The following decisions were made:
- To obtain quotations for labour and digger hire in order to 

proceed with the flood prevention measures. Proposed by PP and 
seconded by DL. All agreed.

- To have the strimming and clearing work on the riverbank 
carried out by LPC’s grass contractor or village handyperson. 
Proposed by DL and seconded by BM. All agreed.

- To obtain quotations for professional tree work to be carried 
out. Proposed by DL and seconded by BM. All agreed.

Action: clerk to obtain quotations and give instructions for 
works to be carried out.

Tree inspections: Routine tree inspections will be carried out 
by contractors as recommended in the tree assessment policy. 
Proposed by SH and seconded by JW. All Agreed.

Action: clerk to arrange the inspections and any necessary 
work to be carried out.

Grounds maintenance contract: BM reported that there are 

ongoing problems with Valley Landscape UK which has failed 
to deliver on several aspects of its contract with the PC. It was 
decided to hold a meeting of a small working group to discuss 
whether to move forward in selecting a new contractor to start 
before spring 2015. It was decided to delegate this decision to 
the working group. Proposed by PP and seconded by AW. All 
agreed.

Action: clerk to arrange a meeting of the working group and 
obtain quotations from other contractors for that meeting.

Police panel meeting report: AW had sent a report which had 
been circulated before the meeting. EB thanked AW for attending 
on behalf of the PC.

Electoral Review of Cambridgeshire: The Local Government 
Boundary Commission has formally commenced an electoral re-
view of Cambridgeshire County Council, for the purpose of deliv-
ering electoral equality for voters across the county. Comments and 
suggestions can be submitted online at www.consultation.1gbce.
org.uk The consultation closes on 19th January 2015.

Correspondence received for consideration: Mr & Mrs 
Orton request for PC to fund and organise installation of pro-
tective fencing/bollards alongside their property on the market 
square. (Deferred from last meeting.) It was agreed that the PC 
would install bollards as part of other works to be carried out on 
the market square. This is to be delegated to the Traffic Working 
Group to plan and carry out. Proposed by NM and seconded by 
JB. All agreed.

Vodafone Rural Open Sure Signal programme. Cllr Miller will 
be the Village Champion for this programme.

CCC regarding payments for street lighting. It was agreed to 
keep the current arrangement with CCC regarding payments for 
street lighting. Proposed by DL and seconded by NM. All Agreed. 
Action: clerk to sign the agreement and return to CCC.

Mr & Mrs Anderson request for removal of parking space. 
It was agreed to delegate this to the Traffic Working Group to 
investigate.

SCDC Local Green Space Designation in the South Cam-
bridgeshire Local Plan. JW will collate comments and submit 
them to SCDC.

Overton’s regarding replacing street barrow for the village 
custodian. It was agreed to purchase a new barrow at a cost of 
£795+VAT. Proposed by AW and seconded by BM. All agreed.

West Suffolk regarding proposed Main Modifications consulta-
tion to the Joint Development Management Policies submission 
document. This was noted.

Wicksteed Inspection report. There are several ongoing 
maintenance and repair works on the play equipment. Those 
highlighted by Zurich are prioritised to be completed as soon as 
possible. JW reported finding glass around the play area. It was 
decided that the whole area, including the equipment, should be 
professionally cleaned. Proposed by PP and seconded by JW. 
All agreed. Action: clerk to obtain quotations to have the area 
thoroughly cleaned and to ask the village custodian to sweep the 
area every other week.

Mr Norman regarding speeding issues on Back Road and re-
quest for footpath to be surfaced. A strip of land adjacent to the 
road, designated for the provision of a footpath, belongs to CCC 
and is not the responsibility of the PC. Action: clerk to refer Mr 
Norman to CCC for further assistance.

Ely Diocese regarding proposed allotments site. It was agreed 
that a meeting with members of the Diocese would be arranged. 
Action: clerk to communicate with Jon Green in regard to ar-
ranging a meeting.

Mr Bennett regarding repair of metal gulley on High Street 
pavement. It was agreed that the PC will repair the gulley without 
prejudice and without setting a precedent. Proposed by BM and 
seconded by SH. Council voted eight in favour, one against and 
one abstention and the proposal was carried.

Matters for future consideration: Recreation ground gates 
(BM). Precept.

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents re-
ferred to above can be inspected at the parish council office.

For all your 
travel needs

Tel: 
01223 892986

Mob: 
0771 2420675

LB.CABS
CAMBRIDGE


