
Over 2,350 copies 
distributed 

free in Linton, 
Hildersham, 
Hadstock & 

Bartlow 

E & E PLUMRIDGE
Design & Print

41 High Street
Linton

01223 891407

September
2013

Publication date
Monday 2nd September

Vol. 27 No 6

www.linton.info e-mail lneditor@linton.infoEstablished 1987

ACE outing
9.30am pickup 
12th September

at the
Dog & Duck

Too good for jumble...
ARE you thinking of up-dating your computer? I would like 
to hear from anyone with older computers for sale to benefit 
a charity. Thank you. Kate France

The new item this month is a mobile computer work station, 
good condition, top + 3 shelves, 59cm wide x 51cm deep x 
77cm high. 

The following items are also on offer: a small Zanussi wash-
ing machine, 19in wide, 26in high, 18in deep, an old set of 
imperial weights for balance scales, a black plastic dustbin, a 
green plastic compost bin, two fireside chairs needing covers, 
a patio heater and table model Hi-spot Minitec with refillable 
propane gas cylinder 19in high. 

No sales last month, but I’m sure we’ll be back in full swing 
in the autumn.

To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit a charity, 
please contact the editor franarmes@btinternet.com.

NB: The donor chooses the charity to receive the money. 

TOO large for molehills, but too small for pyramids, these 
mounds of Bartlow’s rise from the ground with all the glory 

of giant upturned pudding bowls. Indeed, they look a bit like a 
forgotten earthwork left abandoned by following a TV garden 
makeover gone rather wild.

These mounds lie in a secluded spot off a woodland path just a 
short walk away from the round tower of St Mary’s church. Walk 
past the church entrance on the left-hand side of the church. Carry 
on through the churchyard until you reach a path. Go down to 
the right and wander down the path. You will step back in time. 
First, you cross a bridge over an abandoned railway line. Next, 
you stumble upon these enigmatic mounds.

They do make great vantage points. The surrounding coun-
tryside is flat, so if you climb the steps on the highest of these 
mounds - this mound is 35 metres high - and you will see some 
grand views. If you simply want to savour the wildness of this 
woodland spot that would be fine in itself but if you are curious 
about the history of these mounds, there is an explanatory board 
on site. 

These mounds of earth are, in fact, Roman burial mounds dat-
ing back to around the first or second centuries AD. Put another 
way they are around 1900 years old. The East of England and 
Belgium are dotted with such mounds.

For centuries these mounds kept their buried treasures intact. 
Then, in 1815, Busick Harwood, a doctor retired from India, 
recruited a group of unemployed men in order to excavate the 
tallest mound. No sooner had these objects reached the surface, 
than they mostly disappeared. No proper records were taken. A 
further Victorian archaeologist, John Gage, led a more careful 
series of digs between 1832 and 1840. The findings were studied 
by scholars such as Faraday but these relics were soon to perish 

Bartlow’s tumuli, better 
known as the three hills

in a fire at Easton Lodge, Dunmow, in 1847.
We do, however, know from contemporary records that these 

diggers found wooden chests, goblets and other relics associated 
with feasting and sacrifices. 

After that the history of the mounds is reduced to an exact but 
mundane list of local authorities and heritage bodies. We learn 
little about the Romans themselves save the fact that they left 
these mounds. 

If you want to combine this with a pub meal, try the nearby 
Three Hills in Ashdon Road, Bartlow. You can also park in the 
pub car park.

Beatrice Bray

One of the three hills at Bartlow

The Linton News is delighted to welcome a new reporter, Bea-
trice Bray, to the team. Here is her first article.

Picture taken by Beatrice Bray

ALTHOUGH many of us haven’t yet had our summer holiday, 
we are already starting to plan for our flu clinics for October. 

Everyone over the age of 65, and those in clinical at risk 
groups, are recommended to have a flu jab every year. We will 
be offering four Saturday clinics in October and you will be 
able to book an appointment in one of the clinics from mid-
September. Please make arrangements to come to a Saturday 
clinic if you possibly can, to enable us to offer our usual gen-
eral surgery appointments during the week. 

This year, for the first time, flu immunisation will be offered 
to all children whose date of birth falls between 2/9/2009 and 
1/9/2011 inclusive. This is a nasal spray vaccination and we 
will be making special arrangements for children to receive 
their vaccination

Another first for this year is that the shingles vaccination 
is being offered to patients who were born between 2/9/1942 
and 1/9/1943 inclusive and those born between 2/9/1933 and 
1/9/34 inclusive. The shingles vaccination is a one-off vaccine 
that can be given at the same time as the flu jab. 

We anticipate that the age bands for both the flu vaccine for 
children and the shingles vaccine for adults will be extended 
next year. This year, we are strictly limited to vaccinating only 
those patients whose date of birth falls in to the ranges speci-
fied. 

Practice Nurses – Linton Health Centre

Flu clinics and shingles 
vaccinations

ON Wednesday 31st July, members from the  Camera Club trav-
elled to Butterfly World in St Albans, a family friendly place to 
visit and only an hour or so away by car.

It was one of the hottest days of the year so the exotic but-
terflies in the enclosure were more on the move than usual, but 
this was a good test of our ability to capture them in flight as 
well as close up.

The grounds are divided into numerous sections with various 
plants to photograph and identify and British butterflies and bees 
stopping to taste the nectar from the flowers.

We spent some time viewing the largest colony of leaf cutting 
ants in the country. Watching them going in one direction across a 
rope bridge carrying bits of leaf and then travelling the other way 
to pick up some more, was both fascinating and slightly itchy.

After leaving this interesting place we drove a short way into 
St Albans town centre for market day. The market is very large 
and sprawls all down the High Street with unusually varied stalls. 
This was our chance to try out some street photography and speak 
to some of the locals.

Don’t forget we have our Annual Exhibition from 10am – 4pm 
on Saturday 17th October. As usual this will be held in the village 
hall with over 200 new photographs and the chance to win your 
favourite. Free entrance, with refreshments, sales of greetings 
cards and a raffle in aid of club funds. 

Tracey Wilson 891988

JOIN us for a great way to make new friends, get fit and see our 
beautiful countryside. 

We will walk a total of five to six miles, medium pace and stop 
half way for a drink (if pub available), sit down, rest and return 
via a different route. No need to call us – just turn up.

This new walking group commences at 11am prompt at the top 
of Church Lane by the post box on Sunday 15th September, 

Walking boots advised along with a bottle of water and  plastic 
bags to cover boots if we enter a pub.

We plan to run this every 3rd Sunday of the month. Same start-
ing point and time.

We look forward to seeing you.
Organisers Pamela Phipps, 897858 

and Sheila Bennett, 890171

THE exhibits grown and created for the Gardening 
Club’s 71st Annual show arrived at the village hall 
in a variety of containers including a wheelbarrow.  
Despite the challenging growing season, a large 
collection of vegetables, fruit and flowers appeared. 

There were slightly fewer entrants this year but the amount and 
quality of the entries remained as good as usual. Many non-
Gardening Club members, including some first-time exhibi-
tors, entered items. The children’s entries included a fruit and 
vegetable Dalek, made to celebrate Dr Who’s 50th anniversary. 
Cups went to Henrietta Newble (under eight years), and Joshua 
West (eight -14 years). Linton Infants school lunchtime garden-
ing club won the Green Fingers cup for groups.

Susan Anderson won four trophies, including the Banksian 
medal, for entries in several sections. Sandra Chapman won 
three trophies for her vegetables, her giant shallots winning 
the Jubilee Challenge cup for best-grown exhibit. Jim Forrest 
won three flower trophies including the Challenge shield for 
best flower exhibit. Kirsten Newble won the Endeavour cup for 
vegetables and fruit. There was a beautiful display of flower ar-
rangements with Jan Sheppard being awarded both trophies for 
the section including the Connie Wright cup for her delightful 
miniature Chelsea garden.

There was a good selection of exhibits in the domestic  

Linton walking 
group, 

a new venture
Right Pamela Phipps 

and left Sheila 
Bennett, the two 

ladies who will be 
organising the new 

venture
Pictures supplied by 
Pamela and Sheila

Linton News editor news

OUR apologies go to  Roger Lapwood. The picture of the Hadstock 
fete last month should have been credited to him.

Editor 

We are delighted that we can inform you that we have a 
new editor. We will be introducing her officially in next 
month’s Linton News.

However, we do need some extra support so that she 
does not change her mind. So, if you feel that you have the 
skills that could help us to sub-edit or proof-read this pa-
per, please let us know at the email address on page 3.

LNT

We apologise

Butterflies and ants caught on camera

Gardening club’s 71st annual show

section for which Jill Morley won the trophy and a high stan-
dard of entries in the other two sections with Caroline Connell 
winning the Handicraft cup and David Champion winning the 
Photography cup.

The trophies were presented by Mr Derek Page who has 
won several awards for Best Kept Garden.

Many thanks to the team of people who helped make this 
year’s show successful, including the judges. We look forward 
to seeing everyone again next year.

Helen Townsend 893577 

Exhibitors 
admiring 
the entries, 
“I wonder 
if mine 
won?”

Picture tak-
en by Roger 
Lapwood

Pictures taken by 
Leslie Stock and 
Tracey Wilson

Above, a tree 
nymph feeding 
and below, a 
six spot burnet 
moth shown to 
advantage on a 
scabious flower
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Linton Complementary
Health Centre

2b Bartlow Road, Linton

• Acupuncture, Peter White; MSc, MBAcC 
• Massage, Peter White; MSc, Dip. Massage
• Shiatsu, Cindy Faulkner; BA, MRSS
• Chiropody, Sharon Bennett; M.Inst.Ch.P
• Counselling, Debbie Soar; NNEB,Dip.Couns

Telephone: 01223 891145
Web Site: www.lintonhealth.co.uk

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 
professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS
TEL: 01223 894225

We stock a selection of:
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 
Collectables • Toiletries • 
Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866

Clive Westlake
Mobile: 
07900492127

Westlakes
Painting & decorating 
exterior and interior

MOBILE 
CHIROPRACTIC 

SERVICE
GCC-Registered Chiropractor

ALEXANDER M SMITH 
01223 967565

SOUTH CAMBS AREA 
(Based in Linton)

 Effective care in the comfort of your home

  - Low back pain & sciatica
  - Neck pain & headaches
  - Muscle spasm/tension
  - Shoulder & Knee pain
  - Postural problems
www.alexandersmithchiropractor.co.uk

For all your 
travel needs

Tel: 
01223 892986

Mob: 
0771 2420675

Made to Measure

CAPRI BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated 

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
Blackout blinds in a range of 

colours always available
Tel: 01223 894020
www.capriblinds.co.uk

Piano 
Lessons

Anne M. Bradley A.R.C.M.
Experienced teacher who 

trained at the Royal College 
of Music

Learn to play for fun or 
prepare for ABRSM exams

CRB checked
For more information please contact

Tel. 01223 891041
Email amb1725@hotmail.co.uk 

4, Symond’s Lane, Linton, 
Cambridge CB21 4HY 

Tel: 01223 890349

Free pudding with meal on Tuesday, 
Fish and Chips Special on Wednesday 

Roast all day Sunday
        Check us out at 

www.facebook.com/thedogandducklinton

WELL, what do you expect? Midsummer in England and it rained. 
We kept calm and carried on indoors. Very jolly it was, too.

Last year John and I were at a Royal Garden Party at Buck-
ingham Palace – this year I did not get to wear the hat but the 
company made up for it. The catering was good too – a cream 
tea with strawberries and huge delicious scones from our local 
bakery, Boswells.

Melanie Murdoch from Age UK came to chat to us, as this 
was a fundraiser for the mobile warden. Funding from CCC and 
SCDC, but not LPC,  has been reduced and we presented a cheque 
to reduce the shortfall. Now the scheme has so many clients, 
we are trying to retain the service which keeps our elders living 
independently in their own homes.  Rob Wallace introduced Com-
munity Navigators, a project to facilitate access to services.

Next we have a Ploughman’s Lunch at 12.30 on 1st August at 
the URC Hall. Mike Petty, a noted local historian, is speaking 
on Vanishing Cambridgeshire.

Why was it a rum do? The main raffle prize was spiced rum, 
kindly donated, and just what you need to warm you on a typical 
summers day.

ACE Garden Party –
 a rum do!

Everyone enjoying their cream tea
Picture taken by John Bald

Memories of a local lad 
brought to life

DURING the holidays it can be a challenging time for parents 
as so many activities stop for their long break. At Conkers we 
continued to keep the doors open for our weekly Bumps to Babies 
group and a lot of fun has been had by all.

For example we have been busy making colourful children’s 
rattles that everyone got to take home. In the hot weather we 
created a water play area for the children to have a good splash,  
roll the balls and play with the boats. The sound of baby laugh-
ter filled the room and many proud parents had a wide smile on 
their faces.

Bumps to Babies is free to attend. We are open between 1.15 
and 2.45pm on Thursday afternoons and we welcome anyone 
with a bump and children up to the age of one.

If you would like to find out more about the group or indeed 
anything else about what the Children’s Centre has to offer, 
please call our office.
			                   Debbie Jepps 893594

Cooling off in the water
From left 
to right: 
Joel, Elsa, 
Poppy and 
Oliver
having a 
splashing 
time

Picture 
suplied by 
Conkers

PARENTS and children as-
sociated with the Chestnuts 
Playgroup in Linton met for 
a get together at Audley End 
Miniature Railway on 22nd July. 
Everyone enjoyed a picnic in the 
shade of the trees on what was a 
really hot and sunny day.

The children had fun playing 

in the park area and after lunch 
expelled more energy on the 
bouncy castle. Then after plenty 
of sunshine, we all jumped on 
the train for an exciting ride 
through the grounds. Lots and 
lots of cuddly toys were spotted 
and great fun was had by all.	
		  Julia Calver

All aboard for a train ride

Toby, Rebecca and Isaac, with their mums, having a great 
time on the train

Picture supplied by Chestnuts

THE recent Granta School Summer Fete was much enjoyed by 
all and raised an amazing sum of £2,000. This will be used to 
provide equipment and activities for the pupils that could not be 
funded from the school budget.  

As well as the usual attractions, pupils were able to help run 
their own enterprise stalls selling plants they had grown and craft 
items they had made. 

 A splash of colour and excitement was provided by the Linton 
Fire Brigade, who kindly brought along a fire engine, 

An auction with lots, including a portrait by Joanna Harling 
and a stay in a cottage in Aldeburgh, was very popular.  

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the success of 
this event in any way.  Your support is much appreciated.

Contact Annette Leeman email 
annette.leeman12@gmail.com 01799 528107

THERE were mixed 
emotions on the last 
day of term for Linton 
Granta playgroup as 
some of the children 
were graduating and 
looking forward to 
beginning a new ad-
venture in September 
when starting school. 
Tissues were on hand 
for the parents, carers 
and staff when each of 
the children, dressed in 
their hats and gowns, 
were presented with a 
certificate to congratu-
late them on finishing 
playgroup. 

Apologies for missing this from last month’s paper.   Editor
Children’s 

Graduation day

After this all the children from the playgroup had lots of fun 
being entertained by Calamity Clown and then sat down to enjoy 
party food.

It was a lovely day and a great way to end the term and to say 
goodbye to the children going on to school. We wish them all 
lots of luck for September and will miss them very much. We 
are  looking forward to welcoming both old and new faces to 
playgroup when we return in September.

Please note that we have limited spaces for September, so if 
you are interested in your child attending, please be sure to call 
us on 07806 744 864 

Karen Thompson, Playgroup Leader

Succesful summer fete for 
Granta School

THERE are changes to the number 13 Cambridge – Linton – 
Haverhill service coming into force in September.

For full details and copies of the timetables for the Stagecoach 
services please contact them directly on 433250, email them on 
Cambridge.enquiries@stagecoachbus.com or visit www.stage-
coachbus.com/tis-service-update-details.aspx?id=438

Changes to local bus services

ACE’s August meeting was a Ploughman’s Lunch – rather bet-
ter than the food that Henry Pamment had when working in the 
fields in Victorian times.

Henry had written a journal of his times in Barham, London 
and Linton, which was brought to life by Mike Petty, the noted 
local historian and author. Mike narrated Henry’s life story in 
his own words, made more poignant by use of local dialect and 
accent.			 

Henry was born near Barham, a bonny and clever child, even a 
little spoiled. He was distracted in his education at a Linton school, 
so went to work with his father, a gamekeeper, until he lost his 
post. Then followed hard times, living in poor circumstances in 
Linton, eventually reduced to the workhouse. 

Henry tried working in London, married and had a family but 
after good times, he returned to Linton where a series of Inns, 
land deals and businesses failed. Henry was partial to the ale, so 
that might not have helped.

A tale of the times – shifting fortunes in a changing world. Henry 
might not have had much luck, but his writing was blessed. Perhaps 
we could document our life stories. If we try, we might engage 
the listener as much as Mike riveted us with Henry’s story.

Next is a coach trip to Sandringham on 12th September, leaving 
the Dog and Duck at 9:30am picking up at Chalklands corner 
and Fire Station. Cost will depend on numbers but should be 
£18-£20. 

Please contact me before 7th September to book.
Enid Bald 891069

Its a big step graduating from 
playgroup to school

Picture supplied by Granta playgroup



For entry in this list, ensure that your event is written 
into the diary in the Post Office, failure to do so could 

mean non-entry to the diary here.
Please refrain from putting commercial/business dates into 
the Linton diary, these will not appear in the Linton News. 

Only dates for clubs and groups will go in.
You may also send an email with your event details to diary@

linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info.
Call 971797 for an audio version of the Linton News

Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.

LINTON DIARY
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WEEKLY
Cricket practice sessions, Sunday, 1pm & Thursdays 6pm	 LVC
Conkers childrens’ centre, 9.30am-12.30pm, Wed-Fri	 CC
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays.	 VH
Chestnut baby/toddler group, 9.30-11.30am Mondays term time CC
Linton Granta football bingo, 7pm Mondays	 Pavilion
Linton theatre workshop, Mondays (call Joe 01440 703701)
WEA, Tuesdays, 10am, term-time	 VH
Scrabble club, 10am-12noon alternate Tuesdays	 CP
Linton Granta toddlers, 9.30-11.30am Tuesdays	 LVC
Granta bridge club, 2pm Tuesdays	 VH
Table tennis club, 7.30pm Tuesdays	 URC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesdays (893509)	 CC
Granta duplicate bridge club, 2-4pm Tuesdays	 VH
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays	 CC
Tots in tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays, term time only	 VH
Bowls roll-ups, 2pm, Wednesdays until October	 Pavilion
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays	 VH
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays	 VH
Bumps to babies, 1.15-2.45pm Thursdays	 CC
Parents, carers and tots Mocha house, 9.15-10am Fridays	 CP
St Mary’s church choir, 7-8.30pm Fridays	 St Mary’s
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays 	  CC
For sports centre courses please call LVC sports centre on 890248
 
SEPTEMBER
  2	 Camera club, 7.15pm	 CC
  3	 Scrabble club, 10am	 CP
  3	 WI, 7.30pm	 VH
  4	 Reading group, 8pm	 VH upstairs
  5	 Linton Lunch club	 Red Lion, Horseheath
  5	 Parish Council meeting, 8pm	 CC  
  7	 Farmer’s market, 9.30am	 LVC
  8	 Light House club, 10.15am	 URC
10	 Storytime, 2pm	 Library
10	 VIP Group, 2pm	 Chalklands
11	 Friends of Linton library, 7.30pm	 Library
12	 ACE outing, 9.30am pickup	 D&D
15	 Linton walking group, 11am	 Church Lane
15	 Police surgery, 1pm	 Police station
17	 Scrabble club, 10am	 CP
17	 Storytime, 2pm	 Library
17	 Police panel meeting, 7.30pm	 LH
18	 CAMTAD, 9-12noon	 HC
19	 Doctor’s surgery closed, pm	 HC
19	 Parish Council meeting, 8pm	 CC  
21	 Official opening Children’s centre, Lib etc. 	 CC	
22	 Cambridge Glass fair, 10.30am,	 LVC
24	 Storytime, 2pm	 Library
24	 Allotments, public meeting, 7.30pm	 VH
27	 World’s largest coffee morning, 9.30am	 VH
27	 World’s largest coffee morning, 10am	 Nicols Court
28	 Brownie jumble sale, 2pm	 VH

OCTOBER
  1	 Storytime, 2pm	 Library
  1	 WI, 7.30pm	 VH
  2	 Reading group, 8pm	 VH upstairs
  3	 Linton lunch club, 12noon	 Red Lion, Horseheath
  5	 Parish Council meeting, 8pm	 CC
  7	 Camera Club, 7.15pm	 CC

For Cathodeon Centre bookings contact Sue Mudge, 07765 
369266
KEY: CC Cathodeon centre, CP church pavilion, D&D Dog and 
Duck, HC health centre, LH Linton Heights school, LVC Linton 
village college, RG recreation ground, URC United Reform 
church, VH village hall
Library times: Mon closed; Tues 10am-5pm; Wed 4pm-7pm; 
Thurs 2pm-5pm; Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 10am-1pm. 
Linton refuse collection: 9th & 23rd September, 7th October
Linton recycling collection: 2nd , 16th & 30th September.
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Readers write...
Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are on this 

page. All letters for publication must have a full name, address 
or phone number to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may 

be edited. Opinions are not necessarily those of the Linton 
News.

Anonymous letters will NOT be published but names and 
addresses may be withheld if requested.

OUR THANKS

 ITEMS FOR ADVERTISING MANAGER
Limited space on waiting list for Linton businesses

Changes to ads can be sent to: Judith Rouse 
email: adds@linton.info

The Linton News Next Publication 7th October 2013 
DEADLINES for ADVERTS Monday 16th September

NEWS ITEMS Wednesday 18th September

For distribution queries contact: Kate France 891602

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR 

Can be put in the Linton News Box in the Post Office
Editor: Fran Armes email: lneditor@linton.info

Phone 891517

Acupuncture and Massage in Linton
Some of the conditions acupuncture can help ...

• sports injury and tension
• back, knee, hip, shoulder and elbow pain, rheumatism
• fertility optimisation, IVF, pregnancy and menstrual
• headache and migraine, stress
• high blood pressure and circulation conditions
• anxiety and addictions

Peter White MBAcC, MSc, MBAcC.
Call: 01223 891145 for an appointment or free assessment
Email: enquiries@lintonhealth.co.uk

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage

MOT by appointment while you wait
Servicing, Collection & Delivery Service

Unit 3 & 4, Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambs
CB21 4XN

Tel  : 01223 894140
Fax : 01223 890035
mhgarage@btconnect.com

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Established 1991

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

Monday	 Closed
Tuesday	 9:00am - 6pm
Wednesday	9:00am - 8:30pm
Thursday	 9:00am - 6pm
Friday 	 9:00am - 6pm
Saturday	 8:00am - 3pm

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Carl, Nicola and Sue welcome you to

Late Evening ‘til 8:30pm

Wednesday 

Traditional Hot towel wet shave 
no need to book an appointment.

Special rates for senior citizens Tuesday - Friday only

PJB 
Maintenance

No job too small
Ground work, Patios, 
Floor & Wall Tiling, 

Fencing, Roof repairs, 
Demolition

CPSC Licence
Free Estimates

Call Peter Belsom on
Mob: 07799 183308
 Tel: 01223 891273

BED AND 
 BREAKFAST

BAKERY COTTAGE  
WEST WRATTING 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5LU

also
Cottage and Converted 

Barn to rent for holidays, 
weekends and short breaks. 

sleeping 6 and 4 people
         Tel Carol on

01223 290492
07860 810689

Dear Editor
I would like to thank the two lovely ladies that came to my 
aid this morning on the morning of 24th July.  

My elderly mother felt faint and unwell in the heat as 
we walked to my car parked in the high street. As she fell 
against me and almost into the road, two ladies appeared 
out of nowhere and from different directions, to assist us. 
They helped settle Mum into the car, retrieved the dropped 
bags of shopping and only left us when they were happy all 
was well. 

So, thank you – we were grateful you were on the spot.
Evelyn and Bev, The Cedars, Balsham

BOB Harding-Jones was our speaker for August 
with a collection of his humorous poems about 
village and family life.

His three grown-up children’s reluctance to 
leave home caused him to write a poem gently pointing out they 
would become carers to their parents instead of tenants if they 
stayed much longer.

Some booking letters Bob received from WIs, eg “I will be 
standing outside to flag down any likely looking individual so 
drive slowly past as though you want to pick someone up”, had 
us all chuckling.

One eccentric villager, Bob told us about, was distraught, 
having dropped his ancient coat down a pub’s outside privy. On 
being told to forget about his coat and get a new one, he replied 
that his sandwiches were in there. The mind boggles! Another 
poem concerned a warhorse bought by a farmer and trained to  
plough. On hearing the horn of the local hunt the horse would bolt, 
dragging the plough, thinking it was the bugle call into battle. So 
horses do have memories.

Bob now works part-time as a paramedic and got a call about 
a chemist who had overdosed on nutmeg and was hallucinating. 
Nutmeg is also said to be an aphrodisiac and the secret of one 
old couple’s happy marriage could have been the grated nutmeg 
on their bedtime milk.

The next meeting will be on 3rd September when the talk will 
be Midwives by Mrs Gillian Pett.

Sally Probets
WE have two significant developments to report this month: the 
introduction of our Nurse Practitioner service and some important 
changes to your electronic medical records.

Nurse Practitioner Service
We are very pleased to be welcoming Carole Ayres to our prac-

tice team this month. Carole is an experienced nurse practitioner 
previously working in Harlow. She will be working alongside 
Fiona Wharton, our longstanding practice nurse and newly quali-
fied independent prescriber, to provide appointments for patients 
with acute health problems. 

Nurse practitioners are highly experienced primary care nurses 
who have undertaken extensive additional training in diagnostic 
skills and prescribing. They will work alongside our duty doctor 
to provide on the day appointments for children and adults, with 
a wide variety of conditions. When you call to book an urgent 
appointment, our receptionists will ask you the nature of your 
problem to ensure you are booked with the most appropriate 
staff member.

Electronic medical records
Our state-of-the art computer system, SystmOne, is now used 

by the out-of-hours GP service, the district nurses, health visitors 
and other NHS community teams. As such, it is possible to share 
your medical information electronically between those involved 
in your care, with the aim of providing a more integrated service. 
You retain control of your own record  – you decide which health 
worker can view your GP notes, and whether your GP can view 
your notes from the other services. We will be asking you about 
your sharing preferences when you visit the surgery. 

Pick up a leaflet or visit the web-site for more information.
Dr Laurence Kemp

MOST of us want to live independently in our own homes for 
as long as possible. As we get older, we may need support and 
assistance to enable us to do so.

The Home Help service is provided with people in later life 
in mind and, therefore, offers people over 60 who have difficulty 
doing their housework, the support of friendly and responsible 
individuals, passionate about providing a professional service 
that enables people to remain living within the comfort of their 
own home.

All of our home helps are CRB checked, carry photo ID cards 
and have undergone an extensive induction process. As well 
as carrying out housework tasks, our home helps also provide 
regular company and keep a friendly eye out for clients. We can 
also signpost clients, carers and family members to other parts 
of Age UK Cambridgeshire.

Our team also consists of office based staff to ensure that a 
friendly helpful voice is always at the end of the telephone if 
you have any questions or comments regarding your Home Help 
service.

There are also job vacancies in this service.
For further information about availability, charges or jobs 

please contact us on 01354 696650 or email Suzanne.scrimshaw@
ageukcambridgeshire.org.uk

Susan Scrimshaw

Laughter in the village

News from Linton health centre

Age UK to expand the home help service 
in the Linton area

IMPROVE YOUR 
SPANISH AT HOME

*experienced teacher*
*lessons in your own home*

*free initial assessment/consultation*

If you are interested in improving 
your Spanish contact:

Susan Hodges (01223) 891521
or sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson
4 Harefield Rise, Linton

Tel: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Families welcome 
No Smoking



Page 4 September 2013

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services
for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

website: www.ajcopelandca.co.uk

Email: ajcopeland@compuserve.com

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

Discreet Pest Prevention & Control

A J PEST CONTROL
FAST AND EFFECTIVE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC - AGRICULTURAL

 Wasps, Hornets &Flies		   Bird Control
 Mice and Rats			   Squirrels and Rabbits
 Fleas, Bed Bugs and Ants	  Cockroaches

Based in Linton
Contact: 01223 530988 or 07855478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

National Pest Technicians Association

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
    *  CRB Checked
    *  Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
  sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 
07932 021277

Springfield House 
B&B

14/16 Horn Lane, Linton
River views from bed-
rooms & guest lounge

Tel: 01223 891383
www.springfieldhouselinton.com

The Linton News 
needs your help

Sub-editors required. 
Phone 891517

Sorry but last month we 
published the wrong phone 
number. Please call again

PLODDING ALONG   
An update on police matters

HOW do you go from being a GP in North Yorkshire, to a fund 
raiser in Romania, to a medical adviser for a TV company? 
Ask Doctor Derek Lockstone as he has done all these things 
and more. Having studied medicine at Kings College hospital 
in London, he went on to specialise in anaesthetics. Derek 
moved to Whitby in Yorkshire in 1971 where he became a GP 
and staff anaesthetist at Whitby hospital. Whilst in Whitby he 
set up an Immediate Care Scheme and was also the local police 
surgeon.
   After retiring in 1995 he continued to work as a locum in 
such places as the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, for the 
TT races and sports car rallies and for an oil company in 
Kazakhstan. One of his more glamorous jobs was as ship’s 
surgeon for Swan Hellenic Cruises. He and his wife Colleen, 
whom he met when she was a staff nurse at Kings College 
hospital, became involved with a charity called Children in 
Distress in Romania, where they helped to set up a hospice for 
children dying of aids.
    In 2001 Derek became medical adviser to Yorkshire 
Television for the popular series of Heartbeat and The Royal. 
These were based on Whitby hospital and continued until 
2009. Latterly, he acted as medical adviser to the recent series 
Call the Midwife. The Lockstones moved to Linton in 2003. 
Derek continues to raise funds for Children in Distress but 
also, somehow, finds time to devote to his interests in medical 
history, archaeology and other village activities in Linton. He 
is indeed a man of many parts.

Sarah Hurcum

In your own time .....

Dr Derek Lockstone
Picture taken by Sarah Hurcum

HELP set the priorities for your local police and police community 
support officers. Quarterly panel meetings are held in each area 
throughout South Cambridgeshire where the police present the 
crime and anti-social behaviour (ASB) figures from the previous 
three months and talk about how they have tackled the issues 
raised as priorities at the previous meeting.

I am based in Sawston and have two areas that I cover. The 
area relevant to where you live is Fulbourn/Linton.

At our last panel meeting it was agreed that our priorities over 
the summer months should be road safety and ASB in green spaces. 
This means we will be doing speed checks, patrols around park-
ing hotspots, checking for motorists using their mobile phones 
and other offences. In relation to ASB we will patrol those areas 
highlighted to us as problem areas. If you have any areas to bring 
to our attention please let us know.

Our next meeting is at 7.30pm on Tuesday 17th September at 
Linton Heights school. As well as presenting details of what has 
happened over the summer, I would like to include your thoughts 
on what should be the priorities for the months leading up to 
Christmas. Please could you send me any issues you may have. 
I can’t guarantee the meeting will choose your suggestion but I 
can say that they will be aware concerns of local residents. You 
can e-mail  your suggestions to me at Sandradavidson@cambs.
pnn.police.uk or post them to me at Sawston Police Station,  
4 Cambridge Road, Sawston CB2 4DG.

A copy of the document for the panel meeting will be posted 
on our blog at www.southcambscops.org. The PCSOs send out 
weekly news updates by E-cops which you can sign up to at 
ww.cambs.police.uk/signupecops. We look forward to seeing you 
at our next meeting. New faces will be made most welcome.

Sandra Davidson, Police Sergeant

BETWEEN 7pm and 8pm on 1st August, a premises in Station 
Road, presently being renovated, was broken into and a large 
quantity of steel and copper piping was stolen.
   Between 8.30pm on 5th August and 7.20am on 6th August, 
a vehicle was broken into in Tower View, via the door. A 
number of items were stolen including a wallet, extension 
leads and tools. 

Between 5.30pm on 2nd August and 10.25am on 6th August, 
there was an attempt to break into a vehicle parked in the car 
park area of Did–Dell Court, off Coles Lane. It is believed a 
screwdriver was used to try and force the window and door. It is 
also believed entry was not gained and nothing was stolen. 

On 10th August, a quantity of meat/steak was stolen from 
a High Street store in. CCTV is being viewed and enquiries 
are ongoing.

If anybody has any information regarding the above crimes, 
we would like to hear from you as soon as possible.

Please continue to report suspicious activity in your area 
on either the 101 non emergency number or 999 for emer-
gencies.

Our next police surgery is  between 12noon and 1pm on 
Sunday 15th September at Linton Police Office situated at the 
Fire Station in Linton.

Thank you for your continued support.
PCSO’s Leanne Fisher and Chris Pulley

Part of the Linton Safer Neighbourhood Policing Team 
Reply To: linton.npt@cambs.pnn.police.ukpanel 

HARVEST is upon us and 
we’re calling on local residents 
to help our fight against straw 
stack arson.

Stack fires can quickly 
spread and not only endanger 
people and livestock, but also 
life long work on farms. Stacks 
burn very slowly meaning 
crews are committed for long 
periods of time, making them 
unavailable for other emergen-
cies. Don’t forget, many of the 
fire fighters attending incidents 
like these in rural parts of our 
county are on-call personnel 
and their retention at a stack 
fire impacts directly upon busi-
ness and services in their com-
munity. We’re working with 
police, neighbourhood watches 
and farm groups to drive 
stack arson down, including  

installing covert cameras to 
help bring those responsible 
to justice.

What can you do? We’re 
urging residents and those pass-
ing through rural areas to keep 
a careful watch. Do you see 
someone acting suspiciously 
around stores of hay or straw? 
Is there an unusual vehicle 
near farm buildings? Become 
a community member of Arson 
Watch and keep an eye on stacks 
in your area. Report suspicious 
activity to police on 101 or dial 
999 if you see a stack fire.

To find out if you are eligible 
for a free home fire safety check 
call 0800 917 99 94.

Leanne Ehren, Media and 
Communication Officer at 
Cambridgeshire Fire and 

Rescue Service, 01480 
444558 or 07747113255

Stack fires, it’s that time 
of the year again

ON Monday 29th July two members of staff from Domino’s Pizza 
Haverhill visited children at Julie & Jo’s Childcare in Linton.

In conjunction with a weekly theme focusing on different 
types of food and where it comes from, the children were given 
the opportunity to make their own pizza from scratch with the 
help from staff at Domino’s Pizza. The children aged from four 
to 11 years old not only got to knead the dough for the base but 
also got to apply the tomato sauce and their favourite healthy 
toppings, before finishing with a sprinkling of cheese.

Julie Dixon (manager) said: “The children have been looking 
at how certain food is made and this was a great opportunity for 
them to get a hands on approach as well as to learn about different 
textures and shapes in a variety of ingredients.” 

After making their pizzas, the staff from Domino’s baked them 
before letting the children enjoy the fruits of their labour.

Ben Wakefield aged 10 said: “It was great fun and the best bit 
was I got to eat the pizza after we made it”

Julie Dixon, 07800580359
juliedixonschildcar@yahoo.co.uk

or sscotony@yahoo.co.uk 

Pizza for everyone

Children from Julie and Jo’s enjoying their pizzas
Picture supplied by Childcare

A CHARITY  funday organised by Dalehead Foods at Linton Vil-
lage College raised just over £10,000 on Sunday 11th August. This 
will be shared equally between The Sick Children’s Trust, which 
provides two  Homes from Home for families that have seriously 
ill children in hospital, and the Rosie Maternity hospital.

LNT

Dalehead funday success

News of the next police panel meeting

              FOR SERVICE & QUALITY 
Cars & Vans Bought To Order

Finance Available From 12-60 Months
Extended Warranties Available From 12-36 Months 

All Vehicles Are HPI Checked

Steve Quelch
07970 485587

SQ CAR & VAN SALES

Please Visit Our Website For More 
Information

 Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4YP
T: 01223 892128

www.sqcarandvansales.co.uk
E: sqcarandvansales@hotmail.com
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POT POURRI 102
What is the amount?

For All Alterations to
LADIES’ or

GENTLEMEN’S
CLOTHING

Ring HEMLINE
       Tel: 01223 891034✁

B Haylock
Wood Flooring 

&

Carpentry
Supply and installation

Free quotations

Home viewing 
of samples

Mob: 07734057520
Tel: 01223 890418
































•	 FITTED KITCHENS /
	 BEDROOMS /WARDROBES
•	 CABINET MAKERS
•	 BESPOKE JOINERY
•	 DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
•	 WOODEN FLOORING
•	 CONSERVATORIES
•	 EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390 

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
INSURANCE WORK 

UNDERTAKEN

colin.watkins@keme.co.uk

Visit CAMRA’s Cambridge and District

Rural Pub of the Year 2013
Join us on the 25th September for the return of 

the legendary Pudding Club.
Then every last Wedneday of the month.

Booking advisable

The Crown Inn, Linton
freehouse. restaurant & accommodation

www.crownatlinton.co.uk
11, High Street, Linton, Cambs   Tel 01223 891759

Maudy’s Guests
Pet Sitting

House Sitting
Doggy Daycare
Dog Walking
07883185426

www.maudysguests. co.uk

WHEN I was young, much younger than today, there was £sd. 
There were 20 shillings to the pound, 12 pennies to the shilling 
and four farthings to the penny.

Eg. an amount would be expressed as £16 11s 10d.
If the sum is concatenated in the example shown, it would 

be the number 161110. (ie remove the £sd symbols). 
I came across a receipt from 1950 with an amount when 

converted to farthings happened to be the same as the concat-
enated amount. What was the invoice amount?

Solution to 101 – How much did they pay? 
The consecutive payments were £3, £5, £10, £12 and £30.

Urania

THERE is an allotment meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday 24th 
September in the Village Hall. See Council pages for more 
information.

LNT

Allotment meeting

WE recently held three lovely afternoons of sunshine, tea 
and cake, raising £280. Thanks to those who arranged the 
teas and to those who came along in support. 

The Friends of St Mary’s raise funds to maintain the fabric 
of our village’s beautiful medieval church. To preserve it for fu-
ture generations, we need help from all in our community. 

Become a member for a minimum donation of just £15 
by contacting me:

Margaret Clark 892093. 

LAST year we raised over £707 for Macmillan nurses.
Can you help to beat that figure this year?
We will be holding a coffee morning from 10am on Friday 

27th September at Nichols Court, Flaxfields.
Contact Bel on 894149 or Alison on 897723 if you can help, 

or donate, or contribute to the raffle or Bring and Buy stall.
Trade stands welcome.

Bel Griffiths

STARTING on  8th September a regular club, the Light House, 
will be held from 10.15am–12noon on the second Sunday of 
every month at the United Reformed Church Hall. It will be 
open to all children aged five –11 years. There will be games, 
craft, singing, food, stories and lots fun. Entry is free  – just 
turn up. For more details contact Mandy 892274, Penny 
890784, or Liz 890358

A Light and Bright Party for children aged five–11years, 
accompanied by adults, will be held from 5–6.30pm on 31st 
October at Linton United Reformed church hall, with food, 
games, DVDs and fun for all. Fancy dress is optional – light 
and bright. 

FROM 9.30am to11.30am on Friday 27th September a coffee 
morning will be held at the village hall to help raise money for 
Macmillan time. It is an annual, national event and a wonderful 
opportunity to get together for coffee and cake with friends 
while raising money for this worthwhile cause.

A raffle and second hand book sale will also take place.
If you can offer any help in the way of your time on the 

morning itself, a cake, raffle prizes or unwanted books please 
get in touch.

I look forward to seeing you there.
Fiona Tideswell, fionatideswell@hotmail.com

The friends of St Mary’s

World’s biggest coffee morning –
times two

New Light House club for children in the 
United Reformed Church 

REPORTS are coming in of 
a sad and tragic end to an 
amazing life. The life was 
that of an enigmatic super-fast 
white-throated needletail swift 
so beautifully described by its 
scientific name as Hirundapus 
caudacutus, confirmed to attain 
speeds of well over one hundred 
miles per hour – was cut down 
by a wind turbine. 

Of course, some say the 
irony is the misconstrued inten-
tion of wind farms being of an 
environmentally sound nature!.
Not on your nelly! I imagine 
our future energy requirements 
would put even the most am-
bitious nuclear production to 
strain. 

However, right now my 
concern is for the power output 
of a little fellow called Wiff. 
You see Wiff it turns out is 

an abandoned common swift 
Apus apus. Typically he would 
have fallen prey to 
any number of wild 
or domestic predators 
save for the kindness of 
the person taking the trouble 
handing him to our amazing 
local vets.  

And so Wiff’s 
journey of survival 
continued when passed 
to my partner Julia. With 
usual courage and dedication 
she regularly fed and nurtured 
our feathered friend whilst 
researching its diet and 
habit. In another twist 
of fate it soon became 
clear her baby bird 
was not devel-
oping normally, a n d 
whilst we cashed in sav-
ings to provide an amply rich 

and correct food supply such as 
crickets and wax-worms, Wiff 
remained decidedly small with 
slightly malformed feathers, 
often a sign of incorrect diet, 

although we know in this 
case it wasn’t so.

 Nevertheless, the 
tell tale signs of “ I’m 
off to Africa “ began 
with regular flapping 

of the wings and 
sudden lack of 
appetite. Little 

Wiff would literally 
vibrate on the floor with 

excitement over his im-
pending maiden voyage.  
A walk down to Camping 

Close as we’ve done so many 
times before with others for 
Wiff’s  launch into skies filled 
with swooping, gliding, singing 
swifts ended with our bird being 

lost after just a few hundred 
yards of low level flight. 

A big thank you to the 
thoughtful proprietors of the 
gardens in which permission 
was granted to search. Having 
almost given up the hunt, a late 
return to the area in which he 
was last seen proved successful 
and further proof of Wiffs good 
fortune of invincibility.

 Now, safely back home his 
appetite returned and nothing 
more than a nightly flutter in a 
circle can be seen. The problem 
is that most of his colleagues 
will have already headed south 
and won’t be back until next 
spring. Hopefully, by then, hav-
ing successfully over-wintered 
in the UK, young Wiff will  have 
developed further, and use his 
ticket to the African skies for a 
life full of vim and vigour..

PUBLISHED in 2011, the 
directory was compiled by the 
Linton News team and deliv-
ered free to each home in the 
News delivery area.

Covering local services, 
churches, education, village or-
ganizations, entertainment and 
local businesses with maps of 
Linton and local footpaths, de-
tails were collected over a two-
year period and, inevitably, it is 
slowly becoming outdated. 

Nevertheless, the directory 
is an invaluable source of infor-
mation. The team has therefore 
decided to offer the remaining 
copies free on a first come first 
served basis, particularly for 
new residents of Bartlow, Had-
stock, Hildersham and Linton. 
If you would like a copy please 
call Kate France 891602 (email 

The Linton village directory
kfrance@profsoundconsult.
com) or Graham Potter 893226 
(email: webmaster@linton.
info)

Please note that an electronic 
copy is on our webpage at www.
linton.info which is more up to 
date, with the addition of new 
businesses in the village. If you 
would like to be included and 
are in the Linton News distribu-
tion area, please let us know at 
webmaster@linton.info 

Kate France

ADDENBROOKE’S Charitable Trust (ACT), the dedicated 
charity for Addenbrooke’s and the Rosie hospitals, is celebrat-
ing it’s tenth annual Pink Rose Appeal to raise funds for breast 
cancer care and treatment at the hospital. Since 2008 the appeal 
has raised over £450,000 for the Cambridge Breast Unit and 
the Breast Cancer Research Unit. 

ACT is inviting people to host Pink Rose parties during Octo-
ber, which is breast cancer awareness month, and ask their guests 
to make a donation to the cause. It’s easy. People are asked to 
get together with friends, family and colleagues to hold coffee 
mornings, dinner parties or any other function, have fun and raise 
much needed funds. 

New features for raising funds this year include a boob tube 
for collecting £1 coins, Mayer Pink Rose jewellery, a Pink Rose 
appeal rosebush and Pink Rose pin badges. 

If you would like more information about the appeal, or a 
fundraising pack please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Mercy Kaggwa 349805
Email communityfundraising@addenbrookes.nhs.uk

            or go to www.act4addenbrookes.org.uk/pinkrose	

Will you hold a pink rose 
party in October?

Vim and vigour, the tale of Whiff
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Way We Were
We are glad to see Garth back this month

N. CLAXTON
Painting & Decorating

and 
Property Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 e-mail:

n.claxton925@btinternet.com

S/1484/13/FL Mr Murray, 21 Parsonage Way, Extensions.
S/1622/13/LB Mr & Mrs Robert Ashcroft, 37-39 High Street 

Alterations: pad foundation and brick pier in basement, 
extend existing brick pier in basement to support steel 
beam, New steel posts (supported off beam) at ground 
floor level to support two steel L sections located either 
side of spine timber beam..

PLUMBLINE 
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER 
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE 
  
 
Call John on 
01223 893903 
Fully Qualified and Insured 

Including Property Maintenance 
Painting: Tiling: Plastering: Carpentry         

Friendly and Reliable Service No Job Too Small 

Supcik@talktalk.net 

LINTON PAVING COMPANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs

 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  
 01223 890060
   07765 594398

The Derbyshire 
Post

DACRE LONG
Local Painter and 

Decorator
66 Chalklands, Linton

Professional work to highest 
standard for over 15 years 

Trade and 
Private Customers

Free quotes with written 
specification 

Phone 01223 893176
or 07837513837
Discounts for

Senior Citizens

Reg No. 34107
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966

All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing
Boiler Service & Maintenance

Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

geoffnorby@tiscali.co.uk

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS
LEARNING DIFFICULTIES 

STUDY SKILLS TUTOR
I offer tutoring in practical 

learning skills and strategies
for Primary and 

Secondary school students
and adults

I am an experienced and
successful teacher at

Secondary / 6th form, with a
background in Psychology,
Research and teaching at

Cambridge University
Contact Sheila Bennett

Tel: 01223 890171

Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens
Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
Wednesday & Thursday

D. J. ALBON
T. J. JOBSON

BUILDERS & DECORATORS 
Est. 1975

Specialising in all aspects of build-
ing, decorating, maintenance and 

repair work, modern and traditional.
All at competitive prices.

l All Brickwork l Garden Walls 
l Chimneys rebuilt, re-pointed and repaired 
l Extensions l Block Paving l Plastering 

l Painting and Decorating l Floor and 
Wall Tiling l Fencing l UPVC Windows, 

Doors, Conservatories, Facias, Soffits, 
Guttering,  

Supplied and fitted
 All maintenance - No job to small

Free estimates given

Office: 01440 786581
Mobile: 07948 004680

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs, lead-

work, renewal of pitched or 
flat roofs

New guttering, 
repairs/unblocking

Free estimates before any 
work commenced

25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

THE summer term ended amidst sizzling weather with a delight-
ful Sports Day at LVC. For the past few years we have held this 
event on the final morning because it brings the school together 
and becomes a wonderful, friendly celebration of the children 
and their talents. It has a carnival atmosphere with music, a witty 
commentary (this year coming from the comedy legend that is 
Mr Guy Barton) and presentations. 

The PE Department’s John Maddock runs a tight ship and the 
events are not hampered by delays or inactivity. We currently have 
some very good athletes in the school, in particular Charlotte and 
Lauren Murphy who already compete at national level in middle 
distance competitions. These two are undoubtedly ones to watch 
in the future.

Although the end of term is a cause for celebration, it is also 
a sad day because we say a number of goodbyes. This year these 
extended to Pete Robins (who officially retired a couple of years 
ago), to Lewis Baillie, who has been the area Schools Sports co-
ordinator and is off to teach in Malaysia, to Russell Milne, who 
has secured promotion to Second in Science at Hinchingbrooke 
School and finally to Vivien Corrie, the Deputy Principal. Vivien 
has worked at LVC for 11 years, so our community know her well 
and she will have taught many of you. She came to us as Head of 
Science and when I arrived as Principal in 2006 I rapidly spotted 
her potential as a leader and promoted her to Assistant Principal 
in charge of Teaching and Learning. As an outstanding teacher 
herself she was able to influence and train others and raise the 
standard of teaching to outstanding right across the school. More 
recently she has worked as my deputy, managing the school 
curriculum and ensuring that children are on the courses that 
will guarantee them success in the future and secure them great 
employment opportunities. The community has a great deal to 
thank her for. She leaves LVC to become a mother and to take up 
a role as Ofsted inspector and education consultant.

Caroline Derbyshire Principal

SCHOOL log books kept 
by head teachers and annual 
reports compiled by county 
and district medical officers 
of health provide detailed ac-
counts of the appalling state of 
health of school age children 
before 1914. Parents no longer 
sent their children to school with 
verminous infections. Schools 
were closed, often for weeks 
or months, when infectious 
diseases were discovered. In 
the Linton area the schools 
were closed when epidemics of 
influenza, measles, scarlet fever 
and typhoid broke out.

In late Victorian times log 
books recorded incidents of 
children sent home when they 
were considered to be a health 
risk 

At Linton in 1864, two vil-
lage girls were discovered to 
have eruptions on their hands 
and neck. In the same year Jane 
Ryder was reported to be in 
such a dirty state that she was 
sent home to wash, so the head 
carried out a minute inspection 

WITH the summer holidays coming to an end, it’s time to think 
about how to stay fit as shorter, colder days appear on the horizon 
and if you never got fit over the summer, to appreciate how im-
portant it is not to leave it for another year. 

Some people find exercising on their own so boring that they 
soon give up. That’s why the Linton Men’s Monday keep fit club 
was set up some years ago. It’s not a place for fitness fanatics or 
headbangers but a club based on mutual encouragement and good 
humour. 

Members’ ages range from 30s-60s, but all ages are welcome. 
The club meets at the LVC Community Sports Centre every 
Monday from 8–9.30pm. After using the fitness suite for half an 
hour, the club hires the main sports hall for an hour of aerobics 
and easy circuit training, followed by basketball, indoor football 
or short tennis – and then most of the members undo some of the 
good work with a beer. 

With some longstanding members having moved away the 
club is keen to recruit new members.

For more information and a free trial please contact Bob, 891372, 
John, 891952 or Andrew, 891970.

THE new 2013-2104 course programme is now available and 
should be coming through your door soon. Look out for lots 
of new courses on offer including shorter courses and daytime 
courses.

The new term starts week commencing 23rd September. 
Enrolments begin 4th September. To request an enrolment 

form ring the office on 891233, email adulteducation@lvc.org 
or visit www.lvcacl

School picture 1905, note the variety of dress
Picture from Garth’s collection

Unhealthy children 100 years ago

of every child in the school. 
Problems with verminous hair 
were wide spread, especially 
among the older girls. In Octo-
ber 1867 another girl was sent 
home because she had a scabby 
and lousy head. 

In 1912 the Medical Officer 
of Health for the county, Dr 
Robinson, and his team, visited 
140 schools, including Lin-

ton, when they inspected and 
weighed over 14,000 children. 
They reported that 22 per cent 
of scholars had a poor physique 
and around 30 per cent were 
malnourished and had unclean 
or verminous heads. The county 
dentist reported that 80 per cent 
of children had decaying teeth. 
Opticians stated that around a 
third of 12–14 year-olds had 

eye diseases resulting in squints 
and five per cent of children 
had defective vision in one or 
both eyes. Ragged clothing 
was a very real problem as was 
parental co-operation. There 
were constant confrontations 
between parents and the school 
over the issue of nits and lice 
in girls’ hair. I expect that most 
readers remember the nit nurse 
visiting schools. 

At Linton ten per cent more 
parents attended the inspection 
of their daughters than attended 
on their sons inspections.

Action taken by the Liberal 
government from 1906 to 1922 
resolved most of the problems. 
At Linton from 1909 there were 
regular medical and dental in-
spections carried out by county 
officers and local nurses. 

By 1925, better diets and a 
comprehensive county-wide 
system of medical inspec-
tions, brought about significant 
improvements in the health of 
the five to 14 year school age 
groups.

Keep fit as summer
 slips away

Linton adult education classes

FRIENDS of Linton library held their first AGM on 15th May. 
The friends had £192 in subscriptions, which would go towards 
new shelving for reserved items and had also donated roughly 
20 books, including new hardback novels and history books 
that would have cost the library up to £30 each.

The meeting included a discussion of new books for dona-
tion, including Paul Preston’s Spanish Holocaust, a gruelling 
account of the late stages of the Spanish Civil War and the 
latest J K Rowling. John Bald gave a short talk based on his 
Sunday Times/Wellington College Festival of Education pre-
sentation Eliminating Failure in Language Learning, 

Rumour has it that the latest Rowling, now aka Robert 
Galbraith, may be on offer at the next meeting if the potential 
donor has finished it by then.
		  John Bald

Report on the AGM of Friends of
 Linton library

THE brochure for 2013-2014 adult education classes is out now. 
The new term commences 23rd  September.

Enrolments can be taken from 20th August by contacting the 
office between 9am -1pm. Postal enrolments can be sent at any 
time and will be processed from the 20th August onwards.

Wendy Carpenter, 712424 9am –1pm, 
www.sawstonadulted.org

Sawston adult education classes



Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 
deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation
(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

 
Mobile:  0774 8627920

 
Local Ironing Service

Fast, friendly 
ironing service 
tailored to suit 

your needs.

Working overtime? Not enough 
hours in the day? Can’t face that 

stack of ironing?

Economical hourly rate.
Free collection/delivery available.

	 Call Carolyn on 
	 01223 891762
	 07961 919374

carolynturner63@yahoo.co.uk

           
           
           
           
   






          







   

J. L. WIGHT 
Guild of Master                                       
Sweeps.

Qualified advice /  
Problems solved. 

    Certificates issued. 

  www.camsweep.co.uk 

01954 253315 
26, Cow Lane, Rampton 

CHIMNEY
SWEEP

THREE COUNTIES
 CONVEYANCING

Property Lawyers and
 Commissioner for 

Oaths

Local lawyer 
 40 years experience 

NO VAT
01223 894300 

www.
threecountiesconveyancing.co.uk
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Parish Council Matters
WE are so lucky to live in such a special village and it’s good 
to see it thriving and attracting new shops. Linton continues to 
be well supported by the local community and people simply 
passing through.

I am very much looking forward to the opening of the butcher’s 
shop. I first moved to Linton nearly 40 years ago when there were 
three butchers’ shops to choose from. There was Prentice’s, the 
International Stores and at the other end of the village, the VG 
stores. But over time we lost all three, leaving a huge void of 
retail opportunities.

much to the delight of many 
youngsters who have been 
enjoying the space during 
this wonderful spell of sum-
mer sunshine.

I recall writing in an 
article last year that there 
were issues of owners not 
keeping their dogs under 
control, particularly on the 
recreation ground. Sadly, 
it’s not uncommon to find 
dog mess, especially on 
the cricket pitch. This area 
is used for sporting activi-
ties by all age groups and 
our children are at risk of 
infection. Please take bags 
with you and clean up after 
your dog.

With Colin Tofts absent 

Public meeting 
on Tuesday

24th September
to discuss
allotments

Linton trading places

The Linton Kitchen: new popular face on 
the High Street

The village 
now offers a flo-
rist, two bakeries 
and a café, along 
with the Co-oper-
ative store. With 
the butcher’s due 
to open soon, we 
will have a much 
greater variety 
of shops and we 
will be able to 
choose to spend 
our money with 
local businesses, 
instead of just the 
multi-national 
supermarkets. 

Adding to all 
this is the newly 
rejuvenated Dog 
and Duck, the 
long-established 

Crown and the popular watering hole, The Wagon. We’re looking 
forward to a new dimension in village life. 

This progress, I believe, has been enhanced by the introduction 
of a 20mph speed limit. We live in a village and enjoy the slower 
pace of life. We all, generally, travel too fast and trying to turn 
from Joiners Road on to Cambridge Road [A1307] at any time 
of the day can be a challenge. The problem bears witness to the 
continued growth of the Culina depot at Haverhill.

The slower pace of life gives us a chance to see what Linton 
has to offer, encouraging passers-by to stop, visit our shops and in 

Jigsaw Bakery: another High 
Street shop using its loaf!

turn breathe new life into 
such a special place.

On a less sunny note, 
the scourge of graffiti has 
struck the village. Please 
be vigilant. Look out for 
any outbreaks of vandal-
ism and don’t be afraid to 
report it to the neighbour-
hood community officers. 
Graffiti is difficult to 
remove and it can also be 
very expensive.

The extension at the 
Cathodeon Centre [Hub] is 
now complete and in full 
use with better access and 
parking facilities.

New and improved 
play equipment has been 
added to the Meadow, 

The village sign for those not 
quite sure where they are!

All pictures taken by Charlotte Wilson

on sick leave, it’s become abundantly clear what a great job he does 
keeping the village clean and tidy. Incredible, isn’t it, that those 
who have just consumed a high-energy drink lack the strength 
to place the empty can in a bin. Be a good villager and pick up 
a few pieces of litter. It makes for a cleaner, safer village for us 
all. I’m sure I’m not alone in wishing Colin better.

We look forward to the extension and alterations to the pa-
vilion, hopefully in the near future, now that significant grants 
have been sourced.

A quick reminder to all to observe the double yellow lines 
outside the Co-operative store. The only exceptions are disabled 
drivers who hold valid blue badges.

I would also ask that if you have an elderly neighbour please 
keep a watchful eye on them. Let us return to the days when 
everybody kept an eye out for one another.

We no longer have sheltered scheme managers in the village 
to support the elderly and vulnerable who moved into sheltered 
properties to receive daily support. We are extremely lucky in 
Linton to have the Age UK Village Warden Scheme, which is 
supported by South Cambridgeshire district council and the parish 
council. Venetia Brown can help with daily tasks such as shop-
ping, making doctor’s appointments or just a friendly visit. In an 
emergency situation - for example, when a resident has returned 
from hospital and simply needs help with building confidence 
on their return home - she can assist with tasks that may prove 
difficult for a few days. This is a very useful and worthwhile 
service to our community.

We are also very fortunate to have some green spaces here in 
Linton. We will have new housing, too, at the old police houses 
and Chalklands.

All in all, I believe we are blessed to live in such a beautiful 
environment and we should all do our best to keep it that way!

PS A snippet from a new South African kid on the block.
“Living in Linton is a refreshing change from life in London. I 

really enjoy the fresh country air, amazing hospitality and friend-
liness of the local residents, whether in the Dog and Duck for a 
cheeky pint or walking the dog through the village.

“I look forward to spending many more happy years in Linton 
and getting to know more of you along the way.”

A fine endorsement from our daughter’s fiancé. Congratula-
tions to Charlotte and Andre ... even more trade for St Mary’s 
Church in 2014!

Cllr Jacque Wilson

A PUBLIC meeting has been 
called for 7.30pm on Tuesday 
24th September, in Linton vil-
lage hall, to discuss and update 
you on the parish council’s 
(PC) quest to obtain land for 
allotments.

The history of this search 
has been well documented 
and can be found on the PC’s 
website. Since the last update in 
September 2012, the allotments 
association has identified land 
adjacent to Lonsdale as their 
preferred site, based on the 
following criteria:
- Not prone to flooding.
- Pedestrian and vehicle ac-
cess.
- Distance from centre of vil-
lage (to enable as many as 
possible to walk).
- Reasonably flat.
- Noise; members expressed a 
desire for a peaceful site which 
ruled out all land adjacent to 
the A1307.
- A position which did not spoil 
the view from neighbouring 
properties.
Members also felt that the site 
needed to be on the village 
side of the A1307 due to safety 
concerns regarding crossing the 
road to reach the allotments.

Consequently in Decem-
ber 2012 the PC wrote to the 
landowner, the Diocese of Ely 
(DofE), advising them that this 
was the preferred site for allot-
ments. The DofE confirmed that 
the matter would be discussed 
at their next investments com-
mittee meeting on 15th February 
2013. On 25th February, and 
with no response forthcoming 
from the DofE, the PC wrote 
to reiterate that they wished to 
enter negotiations to purchase 

this land; if robust negotiations 
were not forthcoming then they 
would seek to obtain the land 
by compulsory purchase.

The land was independently 
valued in May at £14.5k per 
acre this reflected a degree of 
‘hope’ value. In June the PC 
made an offer of £16k per acre 
for five acres of land, subject 
to access and planning permis-
sion.  

Representatives from the 
DofE attended a PC meeting 
on 4th July, explaining their 
role and the requirements of 
the Diocese, and answering 
many questions. It was hoped 
that negotiations would con-
tinue on a friendly basis. On 
1st August the PC received a 
letter from the DofE refusing 
the offer and confirming that 
they would strongly resist any 
application for compulsory 
purchase.  They also stated that 
‘if the PC was to support some 
housing development on part of 
the field, and if that persuaded 
South Cambridgeshire district 
council to approve it, that might 
generate sufficient capital to 
provide allotments to the al-
lotments association free or at 
significantly reduced cost.’

This land lies outside the 
village framework and is not 
designated for development in 
the local development frame-
work or in the emerging local 
plan. It does not have any de-
velopment potential, at least for 
the foreseeable future.

We urge you to come along 
to listen and to have your say – 
we really do need to hear your 
views. If you are unable to make 
the meeting please write in and 
let us know what you think.

Parish council



TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

Steve Webb
Painter

&

Decorator 
Over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

Montford Barn
Horseheath
Tel: 01223 893864
Mobile: 07772991373

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
  (01223) 892889 
or 07973294946

No job too small...

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122
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LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 

Clerk to the council – Mrs Sue Parry 
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk
Office hours: Monday 9am–12noon and 
4–5.30pm, Tuesday–Friday 9am–12noon 

Or by appointment 
Dates for full council meetings:

5th and 19th September, 3rd and 17th October 2013
All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre 

commencing at 8pm

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 4th July 2013.

Present: Mrs E Bald (chairman), P Poulter (vice chairman), D 
Champion, Ms E Cornell, Mrs S Dew, B Manley, G Potter, Mrs 
A Walker, Mrs J Wilson and Mrs S Parry (clerk). Mrs K France 
(press) was also in attendance with six members of the public 
and Mr Francis Burkitt and Mr John Green from the Diocese of 
Ely.

Apologies for absence: Councillors Cox, Hickford, Mannassi 
and Wakley.

Declarations of interest: Cllr Poulter declared a non disclos-
able pecuniary interest under the allotments agenda items.

Public participation: A member of the public asked for an 
update on the search for allotment land. The chairman replied 
that the preferred site (identified by the allotment association) 
was the field adjacent to Lonsdale and negotiations were at a 
very early stage.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
20th June: Under the police, traffic and safety issues item Cllr 
Champion reported that the manager of the Co-op would be 
contacting their head office and distribution centre to arrange a 
meeting.

Under the update on the neighbourhood plan item the clerk 
reported that the clerk of Hildersham parish council had confirmed 
that their council had concerns regarding the possible work load 
and financial resources required to embark on this venture.

Under the matters for future consideration item on the timing 
of the cutting of flowering verges, this concern would be added 
to the list of possible changes to the grass maintenance contract 
which was due for renewal next year.

Presentation by Mr Francis Burkitt from the Diocese of 
Ely Investments Committee. Mr Burkitt explained that the in-
vestments committee met three times a year. Their remit was to 
raise enough to pay the stipend for the180 vicars in the Diocese, 
provide vicarages, the Diocese office etc. The main sources of 
income were dividends from stocks and shares, and rent from the 
6000 acres of Glebe land. To boost the investment income farm 
land was sometimes sold for development. Following the recent 
shambolic public consultation undertaken by Carter Jonas which 
had resulted in much negative feedback they were rethinking 
their general policy. They would now meet third parties directly 
in a consensual and friendly way. The only other land owned by 
the Diocese in Linton was thought to be the area by the Church 
and currently leased to the parish council. No land had been 
sold previously for allotments. It was agreed that any future cor-
respondence or contact would be via the clerk. The council was 
pleased to have had the opportunity to meet and thanked them 
for attending.

Report on internal audit check: The main area of concern 
was risk assessments. Recently risk assessments had been received 
for Leadwell Meadows and the play equipment. Risk assessment 
reminders would be sent out by the clerk and would be an agenda 
item until complete to ensure a clear audit trail.

Update on the Quality Parish Status scheme: The clerk had 
issued a report which confirmed that the revised scheme was still 
at the consultation stage and the outcome would not be known 
until autumn at the earliest. It was agreed to review this when 
further information had been received.

Consideration of options for the removal of graffiti on 
the fire station bus shelter: The clerk explained that South 
Cambridgeshire district council (SCDC) environmental health 
department was willing to remove the graffiti as best it could as 
a short term measure. However they required an assurance that 
either a new bus shelter would be installed or that the perspex 
panels would be replaced. It was agreed to investigate whether 
the proposed bus hub project would include a new shelter. It 
was noted that the Cambridge News had reported that following 
a complaint from a member of the public regarding graffiti on a 
bus shelter the police had attended but only found a smiley face. 
It was concerning that the fire station bus shelter had not been 
indentified. An explanation would be requested.

Village notice boards: Much discussion took place regard-
ing fly posting and the possible need for more notice boards in 
the village. The general consensus was that more notice boards 
would not necessarily reduce fly posting. It was agreed to monitor 
the situation in areas where fly posting was regularly occurring 
and to consult with residents, including a note in Parish Council 
Matters.

Consideration of the application from Mr Simon Hill for 
co-option to council: Cllr Cornell proposed that Mr Hill be co-
opted to the council. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Poulter 
and resolved by the meeting. Mr Hill was duly elected.

Correspondence received for consideration: St Edmunds-
bury borough council local plan - publication of submission drafts 
Bury St Edmunds Vision 2031, Haverhill Vision 2031 and Rural 
Areas Vision 2031 was noted. It was agreed Cllr Champion would 
attend the public consultation being held in Haverhill library on 
Saturday 20th July. He would report back his findings with par-
ticular respect to traffic issues and their impact on the A1307.

Mrs France had objected to the parish council considering the 
cutting of the open space in Kingfisher Walk. The general consen-
sus was that the council should not set a precedent regarding this 
area of land. However, ownership should be confirmed.

Matters for future consideration: Cllr Manley reported that 
the Football Stadia Improvement Fund had offered a grant of 42% 
of the total projects costs up to a maximum of £50k. Other grants 
and fund-raising were noted and commended. Congratulations 
were sent to the football club and particularly David O’Dell for 
his work on this project to refurbish the pavilion.

ABBREVIATED minutes of the meeting of the parish council 
held at the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 18th July 2013.

Present: P Poulter (vice chairman), D Champion, Ms E Cornell, 
Dr B Cox, Mrs S Dew, S Hill, B Manley, K Wakley, Mrs A Walker, 
Mrs J Wilson and Mrs S Parry (clerk). Mrs K France (press) and 
district councillor Mrs T Bear were also in attendance.

Apologies for absence: Councillors Bald, Hickford, Man-
nassi and Potter.

Welcome: Simon Hill was welcomed to the council and the 
signing of his declaration of office form was witnessed.

Declarations of interest: Cllr Poulter declared a non-disclos-
able pecuniary interest under the allotments agenda items.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
4th July: Under the consideration of options for the removal of 
graffiti on the fire station bus shelter item the clerk confirmed 
that the graffiti had been removed from the bus shelter by the 
environmental health team.

Written reports from district councillors: The report from 
Cllr Bear was noted. Referring to the installation of solar panels 
on South Cambridgeshire district council (SCDC) homes Cllr 
Bear confirmed that the homes were selected by the contractor and 
were those receiving the optimum sunlight. She also confirmed 
that the contractor would receive the electricity rebate. Further 
information on the scheme would be sought. No report had been 
received from Cllr Hickford.

Written report from the county councillor: Not received.
Update on proposed bus hub: Cllr Cornell reported that there 

was to be no hub; the scheme was to make improvements to exist-
ing bus stops. It was proposed to extend the bus lay-by opposite 
the Swan and to install a new drainage gully and raised kerbs to 
allow level boarding, four cycle racks, and Real Time Information 
(RTI) boards. Concerns were raised that the current bus shelter 
was to be rotated and placed at the back of the footway. It was 
noted that there were currently no dropped kerbs in the vicinity 
and there were concerns regarding the existing gulley. The clerk 
would alert the county council to these issues.

The bus stop at the fire station would be moved to the opposite 
side of Parsonage Way towards Horseheath Road where a new 
lay-by would be constructed. Raised kerbs, four cycle racks and 
a new bus shelter incorporating RTI would be installed. A shelter 
with seating similar to that currently at the Swan Bridge would 
be requested.

Update on pavilion refurbishment: Cllr Manley had received 
the grant acceptance form from The Football Stadia Improvement 
Fund which would be completed and signed by the chairman. A 
decision on the application to Sport England for a grant of £50k 
was expected by the end of the month. Mr David O’Dell was 
again congratulated on his efforts to secure funding.

Update on risk assessments: The clerk reported that risk 
assessment checks had been undertaken for the Cemetery, Coles 
Lane car park, Parsonage Way and Paynes Meadow open spaces 
and the play equipment on the recreation ground. Cllr Manley 
agreed to undertake the outstanding check on the recreation 
ground.

Consideration of the award of the Cambridgeshire county 
council local highways improvement bid in respect of the pro-
posed Co-op parking scheme: Cllr Cornell confirmed that Cllr 
Hickford had contacted the county council to see what could be 
done to improve the proposed scheme. Cllr Champion reported that 
he had contacted the manager of the Co-op regarding deliveries 
most of which were between 7am and 8am however there was 
no control over some specialised deliveries. Cllr Walker reported 
that the worst time for congestion appeared to be around 6pm 
caused by illegal and inconsiderate parking. Cllr Champion would 
contact the PCSOs again asking them to monitor the situation 
and to issue tickets. The yellow lines needed to be refreshed as 
a matter of urgency.

Matters for future consideration: Cllr Cox suggested that 
the lease of the Glebe land (by St Mary’s Church) be reviewed as 
the area appeared to give no real benefit to the village.

Consideration of a feasibility report in respect of the instal-
lation of CCTV at access points to the village: Cllr Champion 
proposed that the council did not proceed on the basis of costs. 
The proposal was seconded by Cllr Cox and resolved by the 
meeting. A decision on other ideas for spending the extra precept 
money was now required.

Consideration of the quotations for tree surveys, mapping 
and tree work recommendations: Cllr Cornell proposed that the 
robust quotation from Hayden’s Arboricultural Consultants Ltd for 
£1750+VAT be accepted, being the lowest quotation received and 
the company had been used successfully in the past. The proposal 
was seconded by Cllr Cox and resolved by the meeting.

Cllr Walker was selected to be chair for the remainder of 
the meeting and took over from Cllr Poulter who had declared 
an interest.

Allotments: Matters arising from the confidential minutes of 
the meeting held on 4th July 2013 and the correspondence advice 
from the SCDC monitoring officer regarding declarations of 
interest at previous meetings. Cllr Cox proposed that the advice 
from the monitoring officer be accepted and the matter closed. 
The council had shown due diligence by contacting the legal 
department to seek clarification as soon as the matter had arisen. 
The proposal was seconded by Cllr Champion and resolved by 
the meeting.

Note: Copies of the full minutes, reports and documents re-
ferred to above can be inspected at the parish council office.


