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Weekly: Whist Drive, 7.30pm, Mondays Village Hall
Weekly: Men’s Keep Fit Club, 8pm, Mondays LVC
Weekly: Linton Chess Club, 7.30pm, Tuesdays Village Hall
Weekly: WEA class, 10-11.30am, Tuesdays VH
Weekly: Story Time, 2.15-2.45pm, Tuesdays Library
Weekly: IT Club, 7pm, Tuesdays Cathodeon Centre
Weekly: Linton Radio Race Car Club, 6-10pm, Wednesdays VH
Weekly: Tots in Tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays in term time VH
Weekly: Rock Cafe, 1.30-3pm, Wednesdays in term time VH
Weekly: Little Acorns, 10am-11.30am, Thursdays VH
Weekly: Carpet Bowls, 7.30pm, Thursdays VH
Weekly: Bridge Club, 7pm, Fridays Cathodeon Centre
Lent lunch dates 9th, 16th and 23rd various venues

February
1 WI, 7.30pm Village Hall
3 Luncheon Club, 12.15pm The Crown
3 Parish Council Meeting, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
5 Farmers Market 10am-1pm LVC
5 Burns Night Ceilidh 7.30pm  LVC
6 Camera Club, 10am Village Hall
6 Friends of St Mary’s, talk by Nick Warburton, 2.30pm

Infant School
8 Gardening Club, 7.30pm Village Hall
8 VIP Group 2pm Chalklands
9 Disability Access Group, 11am Sawston Methodist Church

  9 South Cambs Housing, 1.30-3pm Village Hall
12 Lib/Dem Jumble Sale, 2pm Village Hall
12 Aztec FC Valentine’s Dance, C & W Band, 7.30pm LVC
13 WWW group work day, 10am Pocket Park
15 Historical Society, 7.30pm Village Hall
16 Camtad , 9am-12noon, Health Centre
17 Parish Council Meeting, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
18 NACC Quiz night, 7.30pm Hildersham Village Hall
20 Linton Music Society concert, Trio Obbligato, 7.30pmLVC
20   Cambridge Glass Fair, 11am Chilford Hall
23 South Cambs Housing, 1.30-3pm Village Hall
23 Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 1.30-2.30pm Village Hall
26 Dads and Tots 9.30-11am Village Hall
Refuse collection: 7th, 21st.
Recycling collection: 14h,, 28th

March
1 WI, 7.30pm Village Hall
2 Luncheon Club, 12.15pm The Crown
3 Parish Council Meeting, 8pm Cathodeon Centre
4 Women’s World Day of Prayer, 10.30am St Mary’s
4 Linton Granta playgroup ladies’ evening, 8pm Junior School
5 Linton guides’ jumble sale, 2pm Infant School
5 Farmers’ Market, 10am LVC

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm, 2-
5pm; Wednesday 2-5pm, 6-8pm; Thursday Closed; Friday
10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon.

SO many people have given
so generously to the tsu-

nami disaster appeal that we
hesitate to ask for your sup-
port, but before Christmas Lin-
ton guides decided to try to
change the life of one child in
Bolivia in 2005 by collecting
365 x 60p.

Please could you join us by
choosing a day for your name
in our Sponsor Diary; it may be
a birthday, anniversary or a
special day for you, and give
60p to sponsor Fidelia
Cunurama Tola, a six year old
girl living in a poor farming
community, where children
commonly suffer poor health
and malnutrition through lack
of clean drinking water and
basic health services. At the
year’s end, we will post news
of how our contribution has
made a difference to Fidelia’s
life.

‘Sponsor a Child Scheme’
is run by a registered charity
‘World Vision’, to improve the
living conditions of children in
poor communities by provid-
ing safe water, basic health
care, better food and an educa-
tion for children and their fami-

A small request from Linton guides
lies, to help them become self-
supporting.

If you, or someone in your
family was a brownie, guide or
ranger, you know how we aim
to have fun while making
friends, learning new skills and
helping other people as part of
our weekly meetings.

We would appreciate your
support for our village guides’
project for this year by com-
pleting the form below. Please
return the form (in an enve-
lope) with 60p to 1 Joiners
Road, Linton. Please do not
send money in the post. Per-
haps you could also get a friend
to join you? 60p is all it takes.

More information readily
available from:

Rosemary Turner 891925

Name

Address

Telephone No.

Contribution Day

SOME of the residents of
Linton will have already met us,

some of you never will and we hope
you never have to. We are run by
MAGPAS (Mid Anglia General
Practitioner Accident Service) and
are agents for East Anglian Ambu-
lance Trust. We are volunteers who
give up our spare time to be on call
day and night throughout the year to
respond to 999 calls within the local
community and provide life saving
treatment pre-hospital care to those
people at home who have a potential
life threatening medical emergency
in the few minutes prior to the
arrival of an ambulance.

MAGPAS Community First
Responder Schemes have been set up
in some of the villages and rural
areas of Cambridgeshire where it
was identified that in life threatening
situations an ambulance may not be
able to get to the scene quickly
enough to provide vital intervention
which could save the life and reduce
the disability of seriously ill patients.

Because a community first re-
sponder is based locally they are
likely to get to an address much
quicker than an ambulance, typically
within three to  five minutes, and can
start to administer basic first aid and
medical intervention very quickly
after a 999 call has been made. This
is especially important to some
patients suffering cardiac arrest,
chest pains, breathing difficulties,
unconsciousness and choking. We try
to provide a service 24 hours a day,

seven days a week though this is not
always possible due to work and
family commitments. We have a rota
and respond from our homes.

How does the system work? All
community first responders under-
take basic first aid and then attend
two rigorous days of training; a
course which covers advanced first
aid techniques, use of special equip-
ment and everything a Community
First Responder needs to know. We
are qualified in the use of oxygen
therapy and defibrillators. We are
regularly assessed with update
sessions to ensure we are competent .

When you dial 999 you will be
asked questions about the patient’s
condition. Ambulance control will
then call us if our assistance is
needed. You cannot call us directly.
We are automatically bleeped by
East Anglian ambulance control if
they decide we should go to your call.
It is not always clear from a 999 call
what the exact problem is.

There are some conditions that
may indicate a life threatening
condition, such as shortness of
breath, so we are requested to attend
these incidents. We arrive wearing a
fluorescent tabard bearing our ID
over our normal clothes and carry a
large red bag of equipment clearly
labelled MAGPAS first responder
scheme. We are there to provide
intervention until the ambulance
arrives. Even if you feel better, we
will never cancel the ambulance or
leave until you have been handed

over to the ambulance crew.
Remember the Linton and

Balsham first responder scheme is in
place to help save the lives of people
in our community, so please help us
to help you. Three quarters of our
call outs are in Linton and at present
we have only two responders in
Linton. It takes six minutes for a
Balsham responder to get to you;
that may be too long.

Is there anyone in Linton who has
a few hours  when they could be on
call? We need a few more Linton
residents. Please phone me, Hilary
Potter (co-ordinator), on 891211, or
talk to Bob Hammett on 891372.

Community first responder schemes
depend on charitable donations;
£2000 a year to stay operational.
Each scheme has to raise these funds.
We have raised about £1500 a year
for the past two years and we need to
cover the shortfall. This is where
anybody in the village could help.
There are already a number of
collection tins in village shops  and
we would be grateful for any change
no matter how small.

For more information on the
fundraising side of the scheme or
details of becoming a community
first responder, contact:

MAGPAS,
105 Needingworth Road,
St Ives,Huntingdon,
Cambs, PE27 5WF.

 Tel: 01480 371060
Fax: 01480 371059

www.magpas.org.uk

Could you be a First Responder?

Picture by Roger Lapwood

SOPHIE’S STILL
FLYING HIGH

WE first met 13-year-old
Sophie Clark in the Lin-

ton News last May and since
then she has been training even
harder to achieve her goal of
diving at the Olympic Games.

Last October at a national
open competition in South-
ampton she won three gold
medals for spring board and
platform and at the Luton invi-
tation challenge, diving up an
age group (14-15 year-olds)
she won gold off the one metre
platform. She also found the
time to win a bronze medal at a
national gymnastics competi-
tion in August.

All this activity means extra
travelling for Sophie and her

family as, the facilities in Cam-
bridge not being up to national
standard, she now trains in
Sheffield every Saturday as
well as staying away from
home at training camp, usually
in Yorkshire.

In January she was selected
for the national squad, and her
next goal is the Great Britain
championships at senior level
against international divers. At
this meet she will compete on
the springboard, and also at
synchro with Leeds girl Amy
Walker, who incidentally is her
main rival in individual events.
Like tennis players who com-
pete against their doubles part-
ners it must be difficult to

remain friends at times. At the
end of May,Sophie will be as-
sessed to see if she is good
enough to be trained for the
Olympic programme but in the
meantime she has just heard
the result of the Cambridge
Evening News Sportswoman
of the Year competition in
which she came second.

Whilst all this is going on,
Sophie still has to keep up with
her schoolwork. She says that
her head of year at LVC is very
supportive and puts an em-
bargo on any unnecessary
homework. Inevitably her div-
ing commitments will affect
the options she will take for
future exams, but it is to her
great credit that her work does
not suffer and she is still on
track to achieve her ambition
of becoming a junior school
teacher. She has to be realistic
about this packed schedule,
during which she sometimes
suffers injuries, so she balances
it sensibly with time off so she
can still enjoy herself with
friends.

Now for the bit that will
make all females jealous –
Sophie has to eat 3,500 calo-
ries per day to maintain the
strength to achieve so much.
She applies the same dedica-
tion to this as to her diving and
often has to eats two dinners.

We wish Sophie the best of
luck and hope that she fulfils
her desires.

LNT

A  moment of relaxation for Sophie Picture by Robert Lindsell

THE first farmer’s market
of 2005 will be held on

Saturday 5th February - with
an exciting collection of new
products.

 The market is still going
from strength to strength, es-
pecially now the car parking
problems have been finally
resolved after the extensive
alterations at  Linton Village
College.

Over the past few months
we have seen the introduc-
tion of new products such as
garden planters and bird
feeders handmade from re-
cycled wood by Barry
Frostick, who will be intro-
ducing wooden compost-ers
in the New Year.

 Fresh and smoked fish
now arrives direct from
Lowestoft supplied by John
Baxter and his daughter
Gemma. They have the old-
est smokery on the East Coast
and all their smoking is done
by a traditional method using
oak shavings.

Elizabeth Crofts will also
be there with her local honey
and beeswax products and
Jerry Brown has introduced
cider from Gt. Shelford and
beers from small local brew-
eries across East Anglia.

Our latest addition is
Michelle Maddren who sup-
plies products suitable for
people with intolerances to
wheat and dairy products.

                 Jan Lupton

New lines
for the
market

LENT
LUNCHES IN

LINTON
SEE PAGE 2
FOR DATES
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Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden
Telephone (01799) 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough
to deal with most accountancy and taxation matters

(ranging from personal tax returns to audit of
limited companies).

For an initial consultation (without obligation)
please contact Richard King

Block Paving, Slabbing & 

Gravel Drives, Patios & 

Fencing, Property 

Maintenance & Small 

Building Works 

For a Local, Reliable and 

a Friendly Service with 

FREE Quotations

Tel: 01223 890060 or 

07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com

LI
NTON PAVING

COMPANY

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821
e: chapelifa@aol.com

De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB1 6JE

Independent Financial Advisers
SPECIALIST ADVICE ON

Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection
Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

RABBITS, RATS,
MICE, MOLES & INSECTS

CONTACT R. DANIELS

Tel: 01223 290570
Mobile: 07773682676

The Dog & Duck
16th Century Riverside Inn

Telephone: 01223 891257 
Website: www.doganducklinton.co.uk

MORNING TEA & COFFEE SHOP
Open Monday to Saturday from 9.30am
Large choice of coffees & teas, plus biscuits, cakes,

hot buttered croissants & toasted teacakes.
A lovely warm environment in which to relax and escape the winter chill.

COME ON IN AND TRY US
(Please use patio garden entrance to Riverside Restaurant)

Family Resource
Centre

Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton
Wednesdays during term time

Tots in Tow
Pre-school Baby & Toddler 

Group, 10 to 11.30am

Rock Café
A Café for the Community

1.30 to 3pm

Hosts for SCDC Housing 
Surgery & Citizens Advice. 
See our calendar for dates
www.lintoncornerstone.org

or ring Tracey 894656

abington
hair studios

Tel: 01223 892202
96a High Street, Great Abington

Exper ienced fr iendly styl ists offer you the 
latest in cuts and colours as well  as al l  

aspects of Ladies' and Gents' hairdressing.

Sue welcomes old and new cl ients for 2005 
as do Susan Wilson, former ly from Salon 

One, and Maggie Shackleton.

CRYSTAL CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic Cleaning
t: 01440 760806

m: 0790 3063242
e: crystalcleaningservices@hotmail.com

Professional, reliable, fully insured, 
regular cleans, spring cleans

FROM WHERE I’M SITTING
by TONY SMITH

WHEN I first started writing this column, this season of the
year was known as ‘Glumner’. I really had no idea at the

time just how apt this word for the period between the end of
festivities and the beginning of spring would be this year. There
is so much sadness in the world.

Another interest of mine, the weather, has once again proved
itself to be the only thing that we can never predict or indeed
change. While there is much to moan about here in Linton, I for
one amhumbled by the problems other parts of our world are
facing, and our petty grievances pale into insignificance com-
pared to others.

It has been a busy month for me. I have had an article
published in Disability Now magazine about access in rural
areas, appeared on BBC’s  Look East signing the petition to try
to get a CBM (Community Beat Manager)assigned to Linton and
my alter-ego, Famous Dave has once again retired from singing
which has caused much sadness (I think), but all this was
somewhat overshadowed by my recent lottery win. I have chosen
to invest some of it, and recklessly spend the rest on leading the
good life until all the money is gone; but has it changed me? No!

 Andy Booth reckons that after my television début I will be
approached to be on either Big Brother’ or  I’m a Celebrity get me
out of here  but I have chosen to wait and star alongside Jeremy
Clarkson on Top Gear, road-testing wheelchairs and reviewing
the latest crutches, but of course I have to keep some time spare
for any TV interviews which call for a ‘Disability Expert’.

While I am on the subject of disability and access, please try
not to forget the meeting at 11am on Wednesday 9th February at
the Methodist Church, High Street, Sawston. Please try to come
along;  and if you get in touch with Gerri Bird at Directions Plus,
she may be able to arrange transport if needed. We are trying to
arrange a meeting in Linton as soon as possible.

The funniest things I have seen on the television recently were
the interviews with a ‘Monument Inspector’ (I thought we all
could be called one of those), and a ‘Middle East expert’ who I
suspect may never had actually left Birmingham.

Life’s steep learning curve ensures we never know everything
about anything and one person’s opinion, however well it is
expressed, is exactly that, the opinion of one person. There will
always be someone who disagrees and always be others that may
know as much, if not more. I believe a real expert is one who has
the ability to listen, learn and embrace all aspects and not to make
another person’s ideas or views their own without acknowledge-
ment. That is why I do not think there are many true experts; only
people who have the ability and are in the position to impress
their views on us and others, or simply just like to hear the sound
of their own voices.

Of course, all this does not bother me one jot now because of
my recent winnings which have already had a profound effect on
my life and out of the ten pounds I have won, I have £2.55 left to
squander foolishly in any way I please. I am truly blessed.

Please take care of one another and yourselves, and I’ll see you
all next month.

A NEW forum in South
Cambridgeshire is aiming

to give disabled people a louder
voice.

The South Cambs forum of
disabled people (Linton and
Sawston area branches) is look-
ing to help disabled people in
gaining any information and
help they might need and acts
as a medium for expressing
their views.

Directions Plus is organis-
ing an event with support from
South Cambs district council.
Gerri Bird, forum project of-
ficer, said “I really want to hit
this area because there are so
many people that are isolated. I
want to show people that they
have got a voice. It’s for people
of all disabilities, all ages and
carers; nobody is excluded.

“There are probably people
sitting at home who do not
know what is available to them.
This is what this forum is all
about, giving disabled people
the information they need and
a means by which to make
themselves heard.”

Gerri is working with
Sawston parish councillor
David Percival and Tony Smith
of the Linton Access Forum to
get this event up and running.

The forum is meeting on
Wednesday 9th February 2005.
The first meeting will give peo-
ple the opportunity to ask ques-
tions about services, rights,
transport, access and employ-
ment.

For more details, please con-
tact:                  Gerri 569601

or Tony 894023,
or email:

gerri_directionsplus@yahoo.co.uk
or tony@tony-smith.me.uk

Forum to
give disabled

people a
louder voice

SINCE 1979, Traidcraft has
been helping producers

from poor communities around
the world work their way out of
poverty. This is done with them
directly, by supporting them
with training and information,
and by influencing the policy
makers to pull down the barri-
ers preventing the poor from
enjoying their fair share of
world trade.
 Traidcraft was set up by a
group of Christian people with
the aim of promoting greater
love and justice in the trading
process, without exploiting
people.

Goods purchased from
Traidcraft help poor farmers
across Africa, Asia and Latin
America build a better future
for themselves, their families
and their communities.

Funds raised at the Lent
lunches will be donated to the
charity, Traidcraft Exchange.
Many producers have little or
no formal education so this
practical support makes a real
difference. Making a living

isn’t easy, especially for hard
working producers. They have
to overcome huge barriers –
including the rules which gov-
ern world trade.

Your support will help
Traidcraft to challenge unjust
trading systems which keep
millions in poverty.

Up to March 2004, women
and children in the village of
Kapasule in Malawi faced a
long trek to get water from a
village a mile away. Now the
village has its own borehole
providing clear water. There
are more than 500 people in the
village, some farm the cane
sugar, but all benefit from the
clean water. When Traidcraft
visited Kapasule, the village
chief said that they hope even-
tually to have three boreholes
in the village. These hopes rest
on the continued support of
consumers like you in the UK.

The sugar from the
Kapasule farmers is used in
Traidcraft’s sweets, cookies
and the best selling products,
Geobars. Producers want to be

Lent lunches to benefit Traidcraft
able to provide a decent home,
healthcare and the chance of an
education for their children.
Traidcraft is making this pos-
sible.

Stories similar to this can be
told in all the countries where
Traidcraft operates. The
money donated at Lent lunches
this year will support this work
of Traidcraft Exchange.

It will make a difference to
some poor people. Likewise,
regular purchases of fairly
traded goods will help to make
the hopes of the Kapasule peo-
ple a reality.

Lent lunches begin on Ash
Wednesday, 9th February and,
this year, are in aid of the im-
portant development work run
by Traidcraft.

The lunch venues are:
February
9th, Monica and Alan Clarkson,
4 Harefield Rise, off Bartlow
Road.
16th, Jenny and Eric Purves,
25 Dolphin Close.
23rd, Judy and Keith Nightin-
gale, Middleditch, Hadstock
Road.
March
2nd, Sheila Salmon, 35 Wheat-
sheaf Way.
9th, Rosemary and Richard
Read, 8 The Furrells.
16th, Lesley and Andrew Gore,
38 Symonds Lane.
23rd, meet at Chalklands com-
munity centre to hear about the
work of Traidcraft.

All are most welcome to
come to some or all of the
lunches. We are delighted that
our Roman Catholic friends,
who were much involved with
Traidcraft when they wor-
shipped at St Mary’s, are shar-
ing in hosting the lunches.

For more information please
contact me:

The Venerable Alan
Clarkson, 4 Harefield Rise

A youg girl making use of the borehole in Kapasulen

L.B. CABSL.B. CABS
LINTONLINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports
Courier Service 

available

HILDERSHAM’S fifth an-
nual quiz night held in aid

of NACC(National Associa-
tion of Colitis and Crohn’s dis-
ease) will be held at 7.30pm on
Friday 18th February in Hilder-
sham village hall.

For more details about this
disease go to www.nacc.org

Tickets available from:
Jean Morton 894739

Colitis and
Crohn’s disease

to benefit

PIANO FOR

PLEASURE

RICHARD C GODEL
MA (Hons) (Oxford)

ARCO Dip. Ed. (Reading)

TEACHER of PIANO & ORGAN
THEORY, SINGING

EXAMINATION WORK &
DIPLOMA WORK

All beginners, advanced pupils 
and returners welcome

Linton School of Music
63 Finchams Close, Linton, CB1 6ND

01223 893941

DANIEL SAYER

Mobile: 07971 603557

32 Finchams Close

Linton, Cambs

CB1 6NE

Tel & Fax: 01223 890503

PROFESSIONAL

PAINTERS

AND DECORATORS

Bike 
RepairsBBike

ANYTHING YOU NEED 
DOING TO YOUR BIKE,
CALL   07813389503

REPAIR
S FITTINGS

S
E
R

V
IC

E

NEW PARTS

'E AGLE - LE GAL'

LE GAL C ON SU LTAN C Y

LE GAL H E LP AN D SU PPORT

DEBT COLLECTION AND CONTRACT DISPUTE

LOW FEES

For free quotation no obligation

Tel: 01799 520613               Mobile: 07811897752

Website. www.eagle-legal.co.uk 

Sound Advice Home Appointments

PROPERTY MATTERS

MATRIMONIAL PROBLEMS

PROBATE/WILLS

LEGAL ASSISTANCE



BARBER
SHOP  

Our opening hours are
Monday & Tuesday 8:30am - 6:00pm

Wednesday 9:00am - 8:00pm        Friday 8:30 - 6:00pm 
Thursday 8:30am - 8:00pm     Saturday 8:00am - 4:00pm

Special rates for senior citizens Mon - Fri

113A High Street  
Linton Cambridge 

Tel: 01223 894481  

February 2005

Post and email addresses and deadline for letters on page 8
Please note: All letters for publication must be supplied with a full name and address to

enable us to check their authenticity. Any letters without these details will not be printed.
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E S T A B L I S H E D   1 9 7 0

INVESTORS PLANNING ASSOCIATES LIMITED

 ROGER  HICKFORD
Independent  Investment & Mortgage Adviser

East Anglia Office Associate & Authorised Independent Financial Adviser: 

Roger Hickford M.L.I.A. (dip.) Cmap.

1 D  Limberhurst Court, Haverhill Road, Horseheath, Cambridge. CB1 6RG

Tel: 01440 713533/713544   Fax: 01440 713544  Email: roger@ipa-cambridge.co.uk

All Aspects of Financial Services

Totally Independent – Experienced – Local

Call - with no obligation (01440) 713533/4

Investments    Business Insurance/Protection

Inheritance Tax Planning   Commercial Loans/Mortgages 

Mortgages    Savings

Pensions    Equity Release

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE
FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Mobile 07720986236 

Don’t delay call today

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance
Bathroom Suites & Power Showers
Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311
Mobile 07885 068047

MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

Readers write

Linton needs to clean up its act
Dear Editor
My husband, baby son and I
have recently moved to Linton
from central Cambridge, want-
ing to retreat from the noise,
pollution and dirty streets.
However, the streets in Cam-
bridge are as nothing in com-
parison to Kingfisher Walk,
our new home.

When we bought our new
house, we fondly imagined our
toddler son running safely
down the path and playing
games on the grass. However,
this will just not be possible
because of the dog excrement
every few feet along the path
(God knows what the grassy
area is like!).

Every day I have to wash
my pushchair and wellies with
bleach after negotiating my
way past all the foul deposits.
If people want to take their dog
along this path to empty and
exercise it, why can they not be
civilised and clear up after it?

Large areas of the recrea-
tion ground are also covered
and an otherwise enjoyable
walk up Rivey Hill was marred
for the same reason. Dog own-
ers of Linton, be very ashamed.
Gillian Lee
Kingfisher Walk

Dear Editor
Our grateful thanks to the peo-
ple and businesses of Linton
and surrounding villages who
donated raffle prizes and cash
for our Charity Dance in aid of
Cancer Research UK on 24th

September last.
Thanks to John and Shirley

at the Waggon and Horses for
the knockout pool competition
for the Nigel Darling Memo-
rial Shield, won by Steve Col-
lier this time round.

Together these events ena-
bled us to send £2,936.99 to
Cancer Research UK. To all
the people to helped to make
this possible on the evenings
involved, we sincerely say
thanks again.
Family of the late
Nigel Darling

Dear Editor
Who is the anti-social person
who leaves his/her baby’s used
nappies in and around the  litter
bin on the corner of Back and
Balsham Roads? If there is a
property in Linton which has
not been supplied with a black
bin, I’m sure SCDC will oblige.

It is a fact that landfill sites
are being overwhelmed and
space is at a premium, and in
recent years disposable nap-
pies have added greatly to this
problem. It seems that the ma-
jority of parents are too idle to
use washable nappies which
would help to alleviate this
worrying situation.

These dumped items consti-
tute a health hazard, and why
should the village custodian
have the unnecessary and re-
volting job of handling them?
If anyone catches this person
in the act, please challenge
them and report him/her to the
Environmental Health Officer.
Name and address supplied

OUR THANKS

Dear Editor
As I read through my January
edition of your excellent paper
I was a little disappointed to
find there was no mention of
the show put on at the Village
College on Monday evening
6th December by the Drama
Community Support Group -
Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat.

It was amazing to see so
many young people of varying
ages thoroughly enjoying what
they were doing to entertain
the audience of mothers,
fathers, grandparents, aunts,
uncles, brothers, sisters and
friends.

We were greeted with a
numbered programme which
gave a chance in the interval
raffle. As I waited for the show
to start I was a bit apprehen-
sive, but I need not have been;
it was an excellent show given
by children who go to a two-
hour drama class once a week.

During the interval we were
served sherry, cold drinks and
mince pies, we pulled our
crackers and put on our hats
and waited impatiently for the
second act, which was as well
presented as the first.

I will mention no names but
express my admiratin of the
narrators – their singing was
beautiful and so clear.

There were no beautiful
clothes except for the hired coat
of Joseph - money does not
allow for this. This was a free
show so that family and friends
can see what the young people
do at drama class.

Thank you all for such a
lovely pre-Christmas entertain-
ment. I hope there will be an-
other in 2005.
Name and address supplied

Nobody told LNT

Dear Editor
I would like to thank all the
individuals and businesses that
supported the campaign for a
replacement Community Beat
Manager, and to all the helpers
with the petition, and special
thanks to the maker of  “Arnie”,
our home-made beat bobby.

I am writing the week after
the highly successful newspa-
per, radio and television cam-
paign when the Chief Consta-
ble relented and agreed a re-
placement would be found in
the next few weeks. So, hope-
fully, by the time this article
goes to press, we will have our
new CBM.

Since writing the above I
have now received confirma-
tion that a new CBM dedicated
to the Linton area, PC Addison-
Atkinson, will be in place and
working out of Linton police
station as of Monday, 24th Jan.
Roger Hickford
Linton Parish Council

Dear Editor
I would like to tell your readers
about the Linton Community
Beat Manager campaign, bear-
ing in mind the Linton “beat”
covers Balsham and surround-
ing villages.

In summary, the previous
Linton CBM left us in May
2004 and since then we have
been receiving police cover
from Sawston and Fulbourn.
While policing has not been
bad, we are paying for the Lin-
ton-based CBM.

Furthermore, Linton has been
the subject of an Anti-Social
Section 30 order and has had the
Co-op ram raid, all without a
local “copper”. Add to that the
ongoing traffic issues with the

A1307, not filling the post of a
Linton CBM seems a little
strange. Therefore Roger
Hickford and I raised the profile
of this issue by several means.

On Friday 7th January, when
we were interviewed on Radio
Cambridgeshire it appears that
the chief constable was listen-
ing; not only did he agree with
our points, he also called the
Steve Riches show to commit
“live on air” to the appoint-
ment of the Linton CBM. As
you can see from Roger’s letter
we now have a CBM,

If you would like to know
more, please call me

Peter Hase 892564
Because of limited space the

whole of this letter is on the website.

New Community Beat Manager for Linton

Dear Editor
I wonder if people really think
what they are doing when they
have been for a good night out
at the pub, stopped in the takea-
way for a bag of chips and then
decided they don’t really want
to eat all of them and throw
them on the pavement. Not
only is it unsightly, but it is a
sure way to attract vermin. A
member of my family was
walking down Green Lane one
Sunday in December at 7.15am
and was confronted by a huge
rat sauntering (not running)
away from a half eaten bag of
chips, and it just disappeared
into somebody’s garden. I
wonder if the person who had
thrown the chips down would
have done this if it had been
outside his/her own house and
known it might have attracted
a rat, which could now be liv-
ing in their shed; I know I
wouldn’t like to know that I
had furry neighbours. It only
takes a bit of thought to keep
the litter in your hand until you
reach a bin (there are many in
Linton) or take it home with
you. Please have more pride in
our village.
Name and address supplied

Dear Editor
For 2nd Linton Guides interna-
tional Thinking Day meeting on
22nd February, I would like to
demonstrate dressing one of the
girls in a Japanese kimono. I
would be very glad to hear from
anyone who can teach me to do
the correct kimono folds, and
particularly how to tie the obi.
Kate France - 891602

Can you tie an Obi?

Dear Editor
I read your piece in the Linton
News called Down Under. My
sister was a good friend of Judith
when she lived in the village.
They wrote to each other regu-
larly, then my sister lost her ad-
dress when she moved. She
asked people in the village if
they wrote to Doris but had no
luck. She joined Friends Reu-
nited and tried to trace her that
way but still had no luck. She
also tried a site that traces peo-
ple, and then heard of someone
in the village who writes to Doris
so she put a letter in with theirs
and got a reply before Christ-
mas. She was very pleased that
in last month’s paper was not
just the address but also a photo
to which we both said, “Well I
never!”
I. Thomson, Hillway

Well I never!

ACCESSING alternative
therapy can be problematic.
Firstly one needs to find a prop-
erly qualified therapist. Sec-
ondly one needs to see how one
‘feels’ with her/him. Finally
the cost of therapy is an impor-
tant consideration.

This article is about getting
help funding psychotherapy/
other alternative therapies
through your GP.

As a member of the NHSTA
(NHS Trusts Association) I
have received some informa-
tion which I hope you will also
find useful, especially if you
are considering undertaking
therapy but are finding the cost
prohibitive.

Once you have found a
therapist you are happy with
who is a member of the NHS
Directory of Complementary
and Alternative Practitioners,
see the website: www.
complementaryalternatives.com,
go to your GP and ask for a
referral to that person. The
NHSTA argues that if enough
patients go to their NHS GPs or
specialists and ask to be re-
ferred to an alternative thera-
pist this will very likely raise
the level of awareness amongst
GPs that patients are gaining
benefit from their chosen treat-
ment.

The NHSTA argues that
whether doctors presently be-
lieve in the treatment sought or
not, if their patients are gaining
benefit, surely doctors are
obliged to pay attention. I quote
from the NHSTA newsletter:

‘The Association [NHSTA]

Hypnosis and other alternative
treatments on the NHS

therefore suggests that mem-
bers should encourage their
private patients to ask their
doctors for referrals to you via
the NHS and give their doctor
the website details so they can
verify you are a member of the
directory. If the doctor refuses
to refer the patient to you, the
patient is entitled to ask for a
reason. If the patient is not sat-
isfied with their doctor’s re-
sponse, the patient can take up
their dissatisfaction with the
local Primary Care Trust via
the Patient Advice and Liaison
Co-ordinator (PAL). We be-
lieve that this action will create
a groundswell of opinion from
the grass roots level up, putting
the therapy you practise on the
NHS agenda. Further, by help-
ing Primary Care Trusts to
gauge the true extent of the
public’s demand for a therapy,
they will be better able to plan
and cost local healthcare needs.
The NHSTA has drafted a
“model” letter for patients to
send to the PAL in cases where
they are encountering difficul-
ties in obtaining complemen-
tary therapy. (This can be
downloaded from the NHSTA
website [ www.nhsta.org.uk].

We have also prepared an
information sheet about the Di-
rectory for doctors (again,
downloadable from the
NHSTA website) that you or
your patients can give to their
GP. It is up to all of us to
become more active to get what
we want.
 www.catherinepain.co.uk.

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

Debbie Goode

Linton Pubs Raise £740
for the Tsunami Appeal

The Dog and Duck, Wag-
gon and Horses and the Crown
all participated in a collection
for the Asian Tsunami appeal.
By simply placing collection
pots on the bar the three pubs
raised £740 in one week.  A big
thank you to the generosity of
all involved.
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Nick Scott

*CARPETS *           *VINYLS*
*CONTRACT FLOORING *

*HOME SELECTION*
*FREE MEASURING & ESTIMATING*

Tel 01223 893634
Mobile 07885 173113

35 Mortlock Gardens, Gt Abington, Cambridge CB1 6BA

SERVICED - REPAIRED - REPLACED
(SPARES FOR ALL MAKES)
FREE : Estimates, Advice, Brochures.

NNNNEEEEWWWW    DDDDOOOOOOOORRRRSSSS

Steel - Maintenance Free Steel -
Glass Fibre - A.B.S.(PVCu) Timber -

Sectional Doors (Insulated/Single Skin) - Roller Doors

A.B.C. GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS Tel 01223 893798 Mobile 07774499537
www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk       email@garagedoorsabc

GARAGE DOORS
Electric  Operators

01223 830550
B OU R N E  B R I D GE  A B I N GT O N  C A M B R I D GE

(n r  C O M F OR T  C A F E )

�  Authorised MOT centre
�  Free MOT retest
�  ALL MAKES serviced and repaired
�  Collection and Delivery Arranged
�  FREE use of courtesy car
�  Polite friendly staff
�  FREE Advice
�  Windscreens Fitted
A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE

CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT??

L INTO N
VILLAGE
MOTORS

A & T Groundworks Ltd
FRIENDLY SERVICE   LARGE & MINI DIGGERS FOR HIRE

Call Ashley on 01799-520298 - Mobile 07803745637

DRIV
ES &

PATIO
S

HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

HOUSE 

EXTENSIONS

PAINTING 

DECORATING

 The Station House, Station Road

Morning, Afternoon, Lunch and 

Late Stay Sessions, 9am to 4pm 

during term time for children 

aged 2 to 5.

Pre-School sessions, to prepare 

for infant school. Holiday Clubs 

run during school holidays.

High staffing ratio, quality care.

  For further information ring:

  Marion:  897945 (school hours) 

  Jane:  503972 (at other times)

Little Hands 
Nursery School 
Linton

Join us at:

The
Cathodeon Centre

High Street, Linton

Every Monday
At 7pm

Tel.
      Lesley:- 01223  248352

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON,  CAMBRIDGE CB1 6HS
TEL: (01223)894225

We stock a selection of
Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames •

Collectables • Toiletries •Greetings
Cards • Gift Wrap

Watch Batteries and Straps fitted while you wait.
Jewellery Repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a
professional with 40 years experience

Handmade
Jewellery

i n  L i n t o n

l Beautiful r ings/necklaces
 made to your design
l Any metal/stone sett ing
l Silverware i tems
l Recycle old jewellery
 into unique new pieces

Tereza Votre Webb
07979 594488

www.terezavotre.co.uk

THE 3Ws Group is happy to
report that Bambi has been

returned to his home – appro-
priately enough the noah’s ark
in the children’s corner of
St Mary’s church!

The small group of volun-
teers who meet most Wednes-
day afternoons always feel a
great deal of satisfaction in
what we achieve in a couple of
hours (rescuing Bambi was a
bonus) but there are some
major tasks which require
much more help.

The group is planning a
working party in the pocket
park on Sunday 13th February
and any able-bodied volunteers
will be very welcome. We need
to dig out some ditches to en-
sure good spawning habitats
for the frogs that will be return-

Bring your tools and get
stuck in

ing to their traditional sites at
the end of the month. The area
around the pond also needs a
major amount of work to re-
move some of the willows,
whichare rapidly taking over.

It would be inappropriate to
use heavy machinery at this
time of the year as the frogs
will already be carrying eggs
and just waiting for a warm
sunny day to plop into a ditch
or the pond and spawn. So,
spades and saws will be the
required tools, in addition to
forks and loppers and suitable
clothing: waterproof boots,
thorn-proof gloves and plenty
of enthusiasm.

See you there, any time af-
ter 10am.

All enquiries to:
Judy Rossiter 891383

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

DELIVERING items to a
road where there are miss-

ing house numbers can be a
problem, especially if the
houses are so situated that it is
not easy to determine the
number by interpolation.

I found myself in a road with
no even numbered houses. The
(odd) side of a road where the
houses are numbered from one
(1) up to and including the un-
numbered house, have the
same sum as all the house num-
bers from the house next door,
up to and including the last
house in the road plus one (1).

In other words, the sum of
the houses could not be closer
and I noticed that the unknown
house and the last house had
numbers that have a common
factor or divisor.

What was the unknown
house number? And how many
houses were in the road (or the
last house number)?

Pot Pourri (1): Solution

TO appreciate the solution, let
the items be labelled a, b, c

Begin with two items a and
b which can only have one way
of being rearranged so as not to
be in their original position,
viz. b,  a.

With three items a, b and c we
only have two ways, namely c, a,
b and b, c, a.

For four items we have nine
ways. (Try it)!

Thus to find the number of
ways for n items, there is a pat-
tern or formula that can be gen-
erated.

Let the number of items be n,
and the number of ways that
(n -1) items can be rearranged be
Rx and for (n -2) items be Ry
then the formula becomes;

(n-1)x(Rx + Ry)
Checking for 4 items, we have

Rx = 2 and Ry = 1, thus (4-1)x(2
+ 1) = 3x3 i.e. 9 ways.

Hence 5 items,  Rx=9 Ry=2
hence (5-1)x(9 + 2) = 4x11
i.e. 44 ways.

For 6 items (Rx=44 and
Ry=9) there are (6-1)x(44 +
9)=265 ways. And so on. The
number of ways get very large,
so to rearrange a box of 10 eggs
so that no egg occupies its
original position has 1,334,961
ways!

If you took one second per
rearrangement, you would spend
over 15 days!

Urania

THE message which
came across at the

club’s January talk on
Courageous Gardening was to
keep an open mind and explore
all possibilities when planning
a garden. Stephen Anderton, a
TV presenter and garden writer
and former head of gardens for
English Heritage, held a large
audience captive with some
very novel ideas.

Using styles discovered all
around the world, his slides
showed examples of old tech-
niques or plants used in a new
way. A huge temple built by a
postman in his garden in France
was an amazing edifice con-
structed from local materials,
and a fantasy patchwork in a
topiary garden in Cumbria was
a complete contrast.

Stephen had some very defi-
nite views which included tak-
ing a swipe at styles and layout
of seating in some RHS gar-
dens, and he encouraged us to
think along modern scientific
lines rather than the classical.
Everything that he demon-
strated was extremely thought-

Anything is possible
provoking including a contem-
porary wall in his own garden
in Newport which is a wonder-
ful background for the range of
shadows cast upon it.

He was thanked by our
president Judy Nightingale
who had used his book for in-
spiration to redesign her gar-
den 20 years ago, and ap-
plauded loudly by members
and the welcome visitors from
the Abington and Balsham
clubs.

For those thinking of enter-
ing the photo competition at
the show on 23rd July the five
categories are: a flower or flow-
ers on a single stem, stained
glass, an action picture, hedge-
rows, a skyscape. The subject
for the juniors is: my favourite
photo taken by me.

The next meeting on 8th Feb-
ruary will feature a talk and
demonstration by Sandra
Barker on the many uses of
willow, with audience partici-
pation if time allows. Every-
one welcome.

Gloria Fidler
891800

LINTON Out Of School club
(LOSC) will soon be cel-

ebrating its 5th birthday.Set up
with the aid of a national lottery
grant the club, based at the vil-
lage’s Cathodeon centre, offers
out-of-school care to four-11-
year-olds. LOSC would like to
say thank-you to the Cathodeon
trust and parish council for the
new play equipment which has
given the children hours of fun
in the garden.

Children are collected from
the local schools, walked back
via routes planned with the help
of the Cambridgeshire county
council safer routes pro-
gramme, to the Cathodean cen-
tre where a constructive care

Celebrate 5 years of fun and learning
environment awaits. They are
encouraged to join in outdoor
play and group games to help
maintain a friendly enjoyable
atmosphere. The staff are
trained in play-work with em-
phasis on structured activities.

The club is open daily from
3-6pm during term time, and
9am-6pm through the school
holidays and school closure
days. Play plans are now avail-
able for the half-term holidays
and bookings are already being
taken. The club currently has
vacancies on all weekdays and
you can contact the club coor-
dinators:

 Fiona or Melony 07780
566931

Restoring a Victorian garden
ON a very wet and windy

January evening the vil-
lage hall was packed with
members and visitors for the
first meeting of the year of the
historical society. The speaker,
Mike Thurlow, head gardener
of Audley End kitchen garden,
gave us a most comprehensive
description of the restoration
of the Victorian kitchen gar-
dens, with slides of the derelict
vinery, peach house and Or-
chard house – and views of the
present state of the area and the
fruit and vegetables they grow
in the two acre garden.

The gardeners were helped
by the find of a diary by William
Cresswell, who came from
Grantchester, with great detail of
the vegetables and fruit grown
and the methods used when he
was there from 1873-74. The
present garden uses mainly those
old-fashioned varieties. Plants
were grown from cuttings rather
than seeds, and all started in pots
and potted on. Strawberries were
grown in pots under glass on
soil, with the roots growing into
the soil and periodically cut back.

Some fruit and vegetables
were grown in rotation in glass-
houses so that there was al-
ways fresh produce following
on for use in the kitchens. The
garden provided all the fruit,
vegetables and flowers for the
house, and produce and flow-
ers were sent many times a
week to the London residence
of the owners. The vineries
were in a very dilapidated state

and had to be completely re-
built, but much of the original
structure was used. The vines
were cut back drastically, but
now all are recovered and pro-
ducing well.

The outside garden was re-
stored to its original plan, with
the south facing wall covered
with espaliers and fan fruit
trees. On the opposite side was
the ‘bothy’ where the journey-
men and labourers lived – they
were unmarried and shared a
room between two.

There were many gardeners
and labourers employed, and
in the spring young boys were
hired to run up and down the
garden in the early morning to
scare off the birds. By July and
August when the plants were
established, the boys were no
longer required and paid off.

An unexpected and wel-
come visitor, a descendant of
William Cresswell, arrived at
Audley End just to see the
‘bothy’ after a television pro-
gramme had broadcast a snip-
pet of the restoration of the
garden.

Clare Neville gave a vote of
thanks and many will be en-
couraged to revisit Audley End
specifically to inspect the Vic-
torian kitchen gardens.

At the next meeting on Tues-
day 15th February, Chris Jakes
will continue his description of
Cambridge in old photographs.
Everyone is welcome.

Joan Pearman
890746

ILLNESS and rain
probably kept some

members away but even
so the hall soon rang to “Happy
New Years” as members
greeted each other. I had a
friend staying with me and as
she had been our WI secretary
20 years ago before she moved
to Hereford, she came along
with me.  It was lovely that five
members remembered her and
she was able to have a chat with
them.

After the normal business
one member gave an account
of the recent WI organised holi-
day to Malta which she obvi-
ously much enjoyed.

A photo of members taken
by the recent speaker Captain J
Kirby was admired. It had
come out really well.

Finally Alex Todd, a mem-
ber’s husband, gave a most in-
teresting illustrated talk on
Central Africa with wonderful
shots of the Victoria Falls and
the Kariba Dam. Mr Todd
started with maps to show us
first where everything was, in-
cluding an excellent idea of
superimposing Lake Kariba on
a map of England. It stretched
from London to Exeter which
really indicated its vast size!

Next meeting is at 7.30pm
on Tuesday 1st February,  at the
village hall – Doll’s Houses
and miniatures. Everyone is
welcome.

Clare Neville
893251

A trip to
Central Africa

POT POURRI (2)
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• FITTED KITCHENS /
BEDROOMS /WARDROBES

• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES
• EXTENSIONS / REFURBISHMENTS
• ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE
COMPETITIVE

ESTIMATES

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390
www.watkinsjoinery.freeserve.co.uk

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURANCE WORK

UNDERTAKEN

Has your child got 

reading, writing, 

spelling difficulties?

Contact Mrs ME Clark 

(Cert. Ed. Cilip.) 

Specialising in dyslexia

Reasonable rates and 

free initial consultation

Tel: 01223 892657

Cambridge 892263

16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎

SARAH CHAMBERLAIN

delivering worldwide

61a High Street, Linton

891740

your local florist

Donnelly
and Morrice

ALL ASPECTS OF

 BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Telephone:
01223 892915 

or 01223 891877
Mobiles:

07855 346826 
or 07977 486941

BED AND
BREAKFAST

at
THE OLD BAKERY
WEST WRATTING

CAMBRIDGE
CB1 5LU

Also cottage to rent for holidays,
weekends and short-term breaks.

(situated at West Wratting)
Sleeps six people

Tel: David or Carol
(01223) 290492

Linton plays its part in overwhelming
response to the tsunami disaster

ONE of the most positive
responses to the tragedy

came from pupils, parents and
friends in the village. It started
when Linton man  Mark Rose,
executive director of Flora and
Fauna International (FFI)
working on conservation
projects in Indonesia ap-
proached Linton Village Col-
lege and Linton Heights junior
school.

FFI has an office in Banda
Aceh. It was one of the few
buildings left standing after the
tsunami, although two staff
members were killed.

Mr Rose gave a presentation
at LVC outlining Aceh’s need
for help, and so caught the stu-
dents’ imagination that they
decided to do something.

 A rock night, organised by
Ben Carter, Ian McNicholas
and Robert Evans and featur-
ing the Linton-based group,
‘Running From Reason’,
raised £800 while a basketball
competition  pulled in a further
£200. A host of other projects
has been planned and Clive
Bush, LVC principal, said the
aim was to raise  several thou-
sand pounds by half term.

At Linton Heights, head-
teacher Rod Halls said some
£4000 raised by the school’s
‘Mile of Pennies’ and spon-
sored fun run would go to the
Indonesia Disaster Relief
Fund, set up by FFI.

The charity has given over
its entire operation to support
emergency aid in the area. An
estimated 90,000 people died
in Aceh province alone, so the
need for rebuilding homes and
lives is particularly pressing.

Funds raised  will go to pro-
vide immediate supplies of
fresh drinking water and cloth-
ing. In this way, the school will
be able to hear at first hand
exactly what effect its fund-
raising has had.

The hope is that all local
schools will join the effort.
Anyone who wishes to con-
tribute can do so via the col-
lege, payable to the LVC Trust
Fund. The money will then be
passed to FFI to help Banda
Aceh and the people rebuild
their shattered lives.

LNT

Schools’
major role
in raising

relief funds
“No man is an island ...“No man is an island ...“No man is an island ...“No man is an island ...“No man is an island ...
Every man’s death dimin-Every man’s death dimin-Every man’s death dimin-Every man’s death dimin-Every man’s death dimin-
ishes me, because I amishes me, because I amishes me, because I amishes me, because I amishes me, because I am
involved in mankind ...”involved in mankind ...”involved in mankind ...”involved in mankind ...”involved in mankind ...”

THESE words, written
some 400 years ago by
John Donne were borne

out last month by the response
of people after the Asian
tsunami disaster. Many
people locally donated through
the Disasters Emergency
Committee.

As the full extent of the
tragedy dawned, members of
Linton and- District Save The
Children branch committee
and friends raised £3000 with
a collection at Haverhill
Sainsbury’s.

More collectors, mainly
young mothers and not-so-
young grandmothers, raised
£671.55 in front of Haverhill
Co-op in aid of the SCF tsu-
nami appeal.

The same group of mothers
ran a coffee morning and
bring-and-buy at Linton Free
Church in aid of the same ap-

peal. The event, which was
well supported, raised
£585.88. Then after a BBC
Look East report, a few
telephone calls were made to
friends in Linton, Brinkley,
Balsham and Horseheath.

This resulted in five cars –
one a 4-wheel-drive – filled to
the brim delivering cotton
clothes, specially for children,
basic toiletries, shoes, blan-
kets, sleeping bags, bandages,
plasters, candles, sugar and
rice to Letchworth Buddhist
Centre, 69 Pix Road,
Letchworth (Registered Char-
ity No: 1076765).

The centre has already sent
by air a large load to the east
coast of Sri Lanka. The rest
will go by boat. The Reverend
Akumala Samitha, whose
town was totally destroyed,
expressed immense gratitude
to all donors of goods and cash

for transport. The Buddhist
Centre now has many projects,
such as building shelters and
an orphanage for 100 children
in the same area, where they
have many contacts – and can
deliver help “people to peo-
ples” as Rev. Samitha put it.

I have full details of their

plans if anybody wants any in-
formation.

The ongoing dreadful world
suffering, often avoidable,
such as that caused by unfair
trade laws, preventable fam-
ines and poverty, can be allevi-
ated if we all work together
and overcome our feelings of

‘Boxing Day will never be the same again ...’
THE Tonks family from

Abington were due to
leave their holiday hotel in Sri
Lanka at 8am on Boxing Day.
They were half-an-hour late -
30 minutes that probably saved
their lives.

Joanna Tonks, 27, in an
email sent after the Asian tsu-
nami struck on 26th December ,
said the first massive tidal wave
hit the island at 9.10am.

“If we had been on time, it
would almost certainly have
obliterated us, along with the
rest of the cars, trains and
houses that were swept away,”
she said.

The family had been on their
way to Galle in the south of the
island when news of what was
happening started filtering
through.

Joanna writes: ‘We drove
from town to town, heading for
the Yala Safari Lodge where

we had a reservation. The vil-
lagers who had previously
greeted our vehicle with warm
smiles, were shell-shocked as
sad expectation hung in the air
as they gathered in groups wait-
ing for news.

“Slowly the news dripped
in, first four dead, then 400, an
entire old people’s home was
washed away and now, an army
camp.

“Passing through small vil-
lages, many even too small to
be mentioned on the map, we
stopped countless passers-by
to ask for directions as we es-
caped the tsunami.

“Then came the news of the
second tidal wave at 5pm,
which, in one devastating blow
had washed away the safari
lodge at Yala at its foundations
drowning all staff and guests.

After 14 hours of driving on
precipitous mountain paths, we

reached the pilgrims’ town of
Tissamaharama. Three local
policeman flagged us down and
asked for a lift to their station
as they had spent the day re-
moving corpses out of the sea
and now the streets were eerily
quiet due to the curfew.

“We drove past the local
hospital which was crowded
with people at the gates, wait-
ing for friends and loved ones,
many of whom were children
who had been playing on the
seashore.

“Shortly, we reached a hotel
and fell thankfully into our
beds, watching the scale of the
disaster unfold on the televi-
sion, realising that all too eas-
ily we too could have also been
at the local morgue.

“The next day, we visited
the hospital to see what assist-
ance was needed. The numbers
of dead bodies being brought

into the hospital were over-
whelming.

They were stacked into vans
by men who looked like terror-
ists with their black balaclavas
to ward off the stench and risk
of infection. Since the hospital
was well-stocked, the officials
directed us instead to a refugee
camp, hosting about 3,500 peo-
ple.

 We brought sacks of rice,
milk powder and lentils, deliv-
ering these first and then after
speaking to the village leader,
soap, disinfectant and tooth-
brushes. We were the first for-
eigners to bring any aid as the
international organisations had
yet to reach these inaccessible
parts.

“My lasting memory is of
the calm and quiet inside this
camp. Although all were in
deep shock, there was crying
or hysteria, only resigned sor-

~~~~~~~

impotence. Dare we hope that
the movingly generous world-
wide response to this cruel dis-
aster is an indication of an in-
creasing global awareness that
we are “all [members of gov-
ernments included] involved
in mankind”.

Anna Newton 891770

row. Sri Lanka is often referred
to as the island of ‘Serendip-
ity’ – meaning the land of
happy, unexpected discover-
ies and surprises. How cruel
this description now seems.

While the world grieves the
countless dead after the worst
natural disaster in history, my
parents and I surely must ask
ourselves whether our re-
peated delays can only be cred-
ited to “good fortune” or
“coincidence”.

Given the fragile nature of
human existence, our previ-
ous worldly worries do not
even register on our “emo-
tional Richter scale”.

As I write on 31st Decem-
ber, Sri Lanka’s national day
of mourning, the bells toll out
and we must all pause to think
what gives our lives meaning.

Joanna’s email can be
read in full on our website

Jo Anderson in charge of one of the stalls at the bring-and-buy sale



Designer Drapes
Linton Road, Hadstock

Tel: 01223 890556
Email: DrapesatHadstock@aol.com

Made to measure Curtains and Blinds
Re-Upholstery service

Foam cut to size
Fabric available by the Metre
Collection and delivery Service

Why not call in and browse through our pattern books

MS
Landscaping
6 Arundel Walk

Haverhill

Suffolk

CB9 9BG

Tel: 01440 712260

Mobile: 07990 940227

Patios, Drives, Paving

All Bricklaying, Turfing

Fencing/Gates

Pergolas and repairs

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON
FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered

Monday – Friday
Ring for details
01223 891890

HANDYMAN
 and general builder

From
conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 890769
Mobile 07813 070369

Stevens
solicitors

Quality Advice From Experienced Lawyers

25 High Street, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8AD

Tel: (01440) 762511   Fax: (01440) 703873

also at Thorn House, 11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1EH

Tel: 01799 526849 Fax: 01899 524799

BODY

IMAGE

TONING, TANNING 

& TALONS

• Free trial on toning tables

• Beauty therapy

• Manicures, Pedicures

10a High Street, Fulbourn
01223 880881
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RECENT babies at Linton zoo
include Cotton-top tamarin twins.
Cotton-tops are a small species of
monkey found only in Colombia. They
are threatened with extinction due to
habitat destruction and alteration.

The twins were born in October
and have just started to venture
around the enclosure. Sometimes they
are difficult to see as they are carried
around on the backs of father Bert or
their older brothers and sisters. They
are then handed back to their mother
Dolly for feeding.

The three Amur tiger cubs born in

IF you ever wanted to find out
more about glass, you have a

chance later this month.
On Sunday, 20th February,

the fifth Cambridge Glass Fair
will be held at Chilford Hall
vineyard from 11am- 4pm.

Despite being a recent addi-
tion to the glass calendar, this
fair has quickly established it-
self as one of the best, with
many added attractions which
do not feature at similar events
elsewhere.

The Foyer Exhibitions,
highlighting different collect-
ing areas, are especially popu-
lar, and the next one, focusing
on a collection of Powell drink-
ing glasses loaned by Robert
Marris, promises to be of par-
ticular interest.

Glass figures very heavily
in the pages of interiors maga-
zines and in the homeware sec-
tions of department and spe-
cialist stores, and has an im-
portant role to play in increas-
ing public awareness of life-
style and design.

This fair caters for all levels
of interest, and the exhibitors,
drawn from across the country,
are knowledgeable and experi-
enced.

Included on the exhibitor list
are the Sweetbriar Gallery and
Just Glas, offering paper-
weights, Paul Calver, special-
ising in Lalique, and Ged Selby
from Skipton, who will be ex-
hibiting a wide range of drink-
ing glasses from the 18th and
19th centuries.

Walking into a glass fair is a
little like entering Aladdin’s
cav; wherever you look, you
will find something to catch
your eye, from fine early Eng-
lish and Continental glass
through to the exciting con-
temporary pieces offered di-
rectly by the artists themselves,
and everything in between.

There is free parking, with
food available in the bistro
and bar, as well as lunchtime
music provided by a string
quartet.

Paul Bishop
07887 762872 or visit

www.cambridgeglassfair.com

July are growing well and still look
cute and cuddly, but if you want to
see them while they are still small,
you will have to visit soon as you will
be amazed at their rate of growth.
Our tiger group has a huge fan club
and many people visit on a regular
basis to watch their progress.

The three cubs, two males and a
female, are part of an important
international breeding programme
aimed at saving them from extinction
and will move to new homes later this
year. But for now their antics keep
visitors entranced and their mother

Deja busy keeping order.
This month, the zoo will be run-

ning its half-term educational pro-
gramme from 12th-20th February .
Daily activities will be:
 At 12 noon tapir feed and keeper
talk; 12.30pm owl encounter;
1.30pm tiger conservation talk;
2.30pm snakes, bugs and little
beasties; 3.15pm bird flying display.

Some activities may be affected by
the weather, so make sure you check
before you visit.

Kim Simmons 891308

Three
centuries
of glass
in a day

The tamarin twins make for
monkey business at the zoo

Twin transport: the tamarins are ferried around their enclosure before being returned to mum for feeding

THIS year is the 60th

anniversary of the end of
the Second World War, with
Victory in Europe Day on
7th May and Victory in Japan
Day on 15th August.

The Cambridge Local His-

Your chance to relive VE Day and VJ Day
tory Society is hosting an oral
history seminar on Saturday
16th April at the Joint Ex-Serv-
ices Social Club in Barnwell
Road, Cambridge.

The plan is to use experts as
a catalyst to help guests recall

and retell their wartime expe-
riences and to record those ex-
periences for posterity.

Their reminiscences will be
recorded, which will also pro-
vide local historians with a
chance to improve their oral

history recording techniques.
There is only a limited

amount of space, so early book-
ing is important. If you are in-
terested, call the Cambridge
Local History Society on:

 892430

World day
of prayer

THE Women’s World Day of
Prayer Movement will cel-
ebrate its annual Day of Prayer
on Friday, 4th March 2005. This
year’s service has been pre-
pared by women from Poland,
with the theme ‘Let Our Light
Shine’.

In Linton, the service will
be held at 10.30am at St Mary’s
church. Sarah Devereux, of the
United Reformed Church, will
be our speaker. Coffee will be
served after the service.

Poland is situated in the east
central Europe. Over 75% of
the country lies 200m beneath
sea level and historically has
been an area of conflict be-
cause of the flat terrain and
lack of natural barriers on the
North European plain.

Women, men, children and
young people  in more than 180
countries and from many dif-
ferent backgrounds will cel-
ebrate this Day of Prayer.

Joy Button 892300

“WHAT happened to the
Liberal Democrats”

January jumble sale?” some-
one asked.

It’s not surprising the ques-
tion was asked because it has
been a January fixture for so
many years. The answer is sim-
ple: it’s going to be in February
instead - at 2pm on Saturday
12th February at the village hall.
Have you got some jumble
you’d like to get rid of?  for
more information or to arrange
the collection of jumble please
phone:

892656 or 892904

January jumble
moved to
February

At its annual general meet-
ing, the Linton and district
branch of the Liberal Demo-
crats re-elected Andrew Gore
as their chairman.  Ian Wallace
was elected the vice-chairman
and Jill Phillips the branch
treasurer. With county council
elections scheduled for May
and a general election widely
expected the same day, the
chairman said that 2005 would
be a busy year for the branch.
For more details please phone

891970

Chairman
re-elected



BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield  Rise, Linton
Tel/Fax: 01223 892988
Quiet modern bungalow

Fami lies welcome
No smoking

M
cKenzie & Haywards

Garage

MHG

MOT by appointment 
while you wait.

Servicing, 
Collection & Delivery Service

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage

Units 3/4 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate

Linton, Cambridge, CB1 6XN
Tel: 01223 894140   
Fax: 01223 890035 

E-mail: murray@mckenzie-haywards.freeserve.co.uk

JUSTIN PEARSON
Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates
Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

Need an Electrician?

Phone Joe Blakeley

     01638 572014

or 07960 592242

Fully qualified 

electrician and

Testing Engineer

www.whitehallplastics.co.uk Tel: 01353 723799
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LINTON

YEARS of hard work
and dedication to the
National Health Serv-

ice have been rewarded by the
award of an MBE in the New
Year’s honours to Keith Day, a
leading figure at Adden-
brooke’s Hospital

Mr Day, Trust Secretary at
Addenbrooke’s, has spent 40
year working in the NHS, many
of them at the Cambridge hos-
pital.

Mr Day, from Hildersham,
said: “I am honoured to receive
this acknowledgement. I have
been fortunate to work in such
a first-class hospital as
Addenbrooke’s, and this award
is a testament to the hard work
and commitment of all the col-
leagues I have had the pleasure
of working with over the
years.” Mr Day joined the NHS

LINTON Music Society
starts an exciting new year

with two attractive pro-
grammes.

At 7.30pm on Saturday, 19th

February in Linton Village
College, Trio Obbligato will
perform a programme of well-
known music.

This will include two songs
by Ralph Vaughan-Williams,
Silent Noon and Water Mill,
and piano preludes by
Rachmaninoff, plus his beauti-
ful Vocalise.

It promises to be a diverse
and delightful evening’s enter-
tainment by accomplished art-
ists; Emily Bauer-Jones, con-
tralto, Christopher Wellington,
viola, and Alan Brown, piano.

Then on Saturday 29th

March, the ensemble Sambuca,
comprising Michael Copley on
flutes, recorders, panpipes and
other woodwind instruments,
and Peter Martin, on lute, gui-
tar and theorbo, will perform in
St Mary’s Church, Linton,

Sambuca play an intriguing
mix of old and new, classical
and traditional music in an
authentic and thoroughly
entertaining way.

The programme includes
music by Bach and Vivaldi,
and from diverse countries
such as Albania and Ven-
ezuela. The recital will begin at
7.30pm.

Booking is through the
Cambridge Arts Box Office on
503333 or at the door.

Trisha Bear

in 1964 as an administrative
trainee with the Harlow Group
Hospital Management Com-
mittee, and since then has
worked in a variety of commis-
sioning and management roles,
arriving in Cambridge in 1978.

His many achievements at
Addenbrooke’s include over-
seeing the closure of the old
site, transforming laundry, es-
tates and general district sup-
port services, redeveloping the
chaplaincy and complaints
services and steering
Addenbrooke’s towards Foun-
dation Trust status.

He retired from his role as
executive director in April
2004, and since last July, has
been working on a part-time
basis as secretary to the Cam-
bridge University Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust.

WORK on Linton’s
new sports centre
is progressing well

towards its target date of
being open by the end of
this summer.

At present all of the
changing rooms are being
refurbished and the founda-
tions are being laid for the
fitness suite extension. The
changing rooms will feature
more space with new
showers and lavatories.

The fitness suite exten-
sion, which will double the
size of the existing facility,
will include new gym
equipment and a padded
area for weights, sit-ups
and similar work.

The new centre will also
include a relaxation
conservatory for members
to use before they start
their work-out or to take a

Malcolm Stamp, Adden-
brooke’s chief executive,
said: “We are all delighted
that Keith’s many years of
dedication have been recog-
nised in this way. Keith set a
gold standard for us in the
way that patients should be
treated.

“As the hospital’s ambassa-
dor and main spokesperson
over the years, Keith is a famil-
iar face in our local commu-
nity, and it is because of this
that Addenbrooke’s enjoys the
public’s trust and affection and
has such a positive media pro-
file, an achievement that de-
serves the highest praise.”

“The NHS has benefited
from a true and faithful servant
and it’s been our fortune that
he has been with Adden-
brooke’s for so many years.”

well-earned rest after-
wards. A new feature will
be a separate day-time
entrance to the fitness
suite as well as the existing
entrance and reception
area, and this month a
start will be made on a
floodlit (rubber crumb)
astro football pitch.

Sports centre manager
Mark Wilson said: “”Work
on these new facilities is
progressing well and we
look forward to welcoming
existing and new  members
from the local community.”

Danielle Pike 890248

The new-look sports
centre on target to be
ready by late summer

A voice, a
viola and
a piano to
start the
season

An MBE for 40 years of
dedication to the NHS

Keith Day, who has been church organist at Hildersham and Abington for many years

Work in progress: new showers for the changing rooms

HERE is your chance to
compost for the county ...

the Cambridgeshire Master
Composter Programme is
 looking for new recruits.

The Programme is run by
HDRA Consultants  in con-
junction with Cambridgeshire
County Council and all the dis-
trict councils. Now in its fourth

Dig this! An opportunity to compost for the county
year, the programme aims to
promote home and community
composting by training volun-
teers to work as Master
Composters, providing local
advice to people who already
compost and those who want
to start.

There are currently 150 vol-
unteers who have contributed

more than 3000 hours in pro-
moting composting across the
county ... and we’re looking
for more.

As a volunteer, you will re-
ceive training in home com-
posting and related environ-
mental issues, a Master
Composter resource pack and
several training trips, includ-

ing visits to a composting site
and one of HDRA’s organic
gardens. All training expenses
will be paid for you; you only
need to provide your time.

If you are interested in be-
coming a Master Composter,
please contact:

Penny Holmes
 024 7630 8202.

The world’s largest LawnCare 

company is now in your area!

 l  Fertilisation  l  Aeration

 l  Weed and moss control

 l  Scarification  l  Insect control

 l  Disease treatment   

 l  Hard surface weed control

Starting at just £12 per treatment

Free LawnCare Analysis

Tel: 01763 244517
www.fortrugreen.co.uk/T024/

Linton Community Sports Centre
WE'RE STILL OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

DURING OUR CONSTRUCTION WORKS
for all your fitness & sporting needs

*Coming soon- NEW FITNESS SUITE
NEW FLOODLIT RUBBER CRUMB ASTRO FOOTBALL PITCH 

Tel: 01223 890248 e:lintoncommunitysportscentre@hotmail.co.uk

The FITNESS Suite
Whoever you are, whatever your fitness 

need, workout in the relaxed and 

friendly atmosphere of our Fitness Suite. 

We offer a comprehensive suite of machines, 

training and low-cost membership.



The Way We Were
by Garth Collard
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TO

ADVERTISE
in

The Linton News
Contact Judith Rouse

Our advertising Manager
 Telephone or text
07749198977

email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE
EDITOR

Can be put in the

Linton News Box
in the Post Office

Editor: Wendy Foster
11 Emsons Close
 Telephone or text

07821610861
 email: lneditor@linton.info

THE LINTON N E W SN E W S
Next Publication Date 7th March 2005

DEADLINES for both ADVERTS and NEWS ITEMS
Friday 18th February 2005

STEVE JACKSON
SERVICE
ENGINEER

All domestic
appliance repairs,

15 years industry experience
Very reasonable rates
Quick & reliable service

 Tele: -

Linton 01223 893896
Mobile 07963 854653

CHIMNEY

SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01223 570057
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

E L E C T R I C A L

Electrical Installations
Periodic Inspection Reports

Tel: 01223 893 497
Mobile: 07976 838 373

N.C. Bowden
A & R

PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
19 years experience
Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

the NAME 
for property 
in the AREA
    is:
Kevin Henry

       estate agents

tel: 01799 513632
www.kevinhenry.co.uk

Kevin Henry in association with other independent

Estate Agents offers the BEST coverage in the AREA

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
S/2561/04/F Mr & Mrs Brown, 20 The Grip, Linton. Exten-

sions.
S/2578/04/F Mr & Mrs Savill, 34 Wheatsheaf Way Linton.

Extension.
S/2597/04/LB Greene King Pub Partners, The Dog & Duck,

Linton. Alterations-installation of kitchen extraction
and air input system (retrospective) and louvred
screening panels.

S/2598/04/F Greene King Pub Partners, The Dog & Duck,
Linton. Kitchen extraction system (retrospective)
and addition of louvred panels to surround the
system.

S/2605/04/F SCDC, Adj 1-7 & 2-4 Chalklands, Linton.
Reconstruction of steps and construction of disabled
persons ramp.

S/0021/05/LB Mr & Mrs Brown, 20 The Grip, Linton.
Alterations- rebuilding of single storey lean-to, hall,
bathroom and cloakroom with extension for ground floor
bedroom and first floor en-suite. etc.

S/0027/05/F Mr Palmer, 115 High Street, Linton. Extensions.
S/0051/05/F Westbury homes, Land off Fairfield Way/R/O

1 Horseheath road, Linton. 10 Houses and garages.

NOT everyone welcomed
the opening of the Village

College at Linton in September,
1937. For over three decades the
Church of England had strug-
gled to retain its control of the
majority of our Cambridgeshire
village schools, and Henry Mor-
ris was regarded as a major threat
to Church religious education.

As chief education officer for
the county, he was the architect
of the village college concept
and was anxious to modernise
the poorly maintained Church
schools. The Church lost control
of Balsham to the county in 1931
and a non-denominational reli-
gious education syllabus re-
placed that of the Anglican
Church. It seemed only a matter
of time before Linton mixed
school, the present Infant school
building would succumb to a
secular takeover.

Henry Morris wanted all pu-
pils to benefit from vocational
courses which would train them
for life and employment in the
rural community. In those days
90% of children left school at the
age of 14 years. The Church
could not afford to finance cook-
ery and woodwork facilities in
each of its small village schools.
It seemed more sensible to build
larger secondary schools for a
local area to educate the 11 to 14-

Linton village college in 1937 and another view in 1950
year-olds; hence the village col-
lege. Linton cost £21,000 which
was regarded as an enormous
sum in 1937. The loss of the
older pupils seemed to many to
be a threat to the fabric of local
society and to make the smaller
five to 11-year-old schools
unviable. This fear for their long
term future was justified since
seven local schools were closed
by the early 1970s. They were
too small,  partly because there
were no older pupils.

Three quarters of the village
college children were bussed in
every day, and returned to their
villages where local school
teachers no longer exercised
their former authority. Canon
Walter Williams, rector of
Balsham was an arch opponent
of the village college system and
launched a vitriolic attack on
Linton village college in May
1939. A poster of Christ Cruci-
fied was placed on the Balsham
church notice board on Good
Friday. The rector came to re-
move it on Saturday and found it
“riddled with the pellets of lads’
catapults !” The rector said he
had been a Minister of Christ in
many places all over the world,
but never until he came to
Balsham had he found a place
where youths would make a
cockshy (target) of the Crucifix.

This outburst led to a series of
even more abusive letters in the
Cambridge Independent Press.
Canon Williams blamed the epi-
sode on deteriorating  behaviour
in the villages since children left
them at 11  for the village col-
lege. The moral influence of the
resident schoolmaster had been
removed. Pupils “returned in un-
controlled busloads to employ
their spare time and holidays
without any responsible leader-
ship; they were hooligans”.

He claimed that the village
schoolmasters instilled patriot-
ism, religion and common de-
cency, whereas children at the
village college lacked discipline,
manners and used unbecoming
language. Their teachers were
described as “glorified nurse-
maids who gave their charges
swollen heads”. The village col-
leges were “ palatial whited sep-
ulchres miscalled colleges.”

The college warden, Mr

Tomlinson only bothered to
write a brief response and com-
mented that the canon had never
visited Linton to see the college
pupils at work. Some Balsham
opponents of the college were
probably motivated by sour
grapes since many people in
Balsham had originally cam-
paigned to have the new college
located there!

K & N
CLAXTON
Painters &
Decorators

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

(01223) 892190
(01223) 893487
07721 934553

k.n.claxton@drakecom.com

Linton Based

Tel:

THE BUSH
TELEGRAPH IT is with great sadness that I

have to report the death of Dave
Sillery, a much respected member
of the LVC teaching staff for over
seventeen years. He died suddenly
as he was leaving the College at
the end of the day on 19th January.

Mr Sillery retired from full time
teaching last year and had returned
to undertake some supply teaching
with us. Although he was enjoying
his retirement immensely, he told
me he was also very happy to be
back working with friends and col-
leagues at the college. In these days
of instant electronic communica-
tion many of Mr Sillery’s former
students knew of his death very
quickly and the tributes have come
in from all over the country. Our
own students have shown a quiet
respect and sadness and have set up
a ‘book’ of condolences on the
college website. It is said that you
never forget a good teacher and it
will be a very long time indeed
before the memory of Dave Sillery
even begins to fade.

Obituary:
David Sillery

THE New Year has opened with tragedy both on a global scale
with the continuing aftermath of the tsunami disaster and in

the college with the death of David Sillery who taught here for
more than 17  years. We have to look forward however and it is
how we respond to such tragedies that matters in the end. It will
be clear from what I have said elsewhere in this edition of the
Linton News, that the reaction by staff and students at the College
to both events has been remarkable and just as we will not forget
Mr Sillery, so we will not turn away from the tsunami survivors
when the first flush of fundraising is over. Supporting people in
the rebuilding of shattered lives is a long haul and it is important
for the future citizens of the developed world to understand this.

Part of that learning is to understand the need for human
beings to work together to resolve issues no matter what your
language, race or colour. That is why the college places such
importance on its international dimension and why it welcomes
visitors from all over the world. At the end of January for
example, sixteen Taiwanese school pupils and their teachers
spent time with us and the mutual learning was remarkable. Our
partner school in Sweden is planning their next visit here in the
early summer and over the next few weeks we will welcome
school pupils from France and Germany. War, intolerance and
religious hatred dominate our news but we must never simply
resign ourselves to the inevitability of human conflict. When you
see, as I am privileged to see, young people from this comfortable
part of the world speaking to students, teachers and headteachers
about how their visit to South Africa has fundamentally changed
the way they think of the world and their place within it, you
realise that there is most definitely hope for a better world.

In addition to the above though, the day-to-day work in the
classroom has to continue and at this time of the year we are
looking long and hard at the likely achievements of those
students who will be leaving us in the summer. Overall their
reports make impressive reading and we have high hopes for
them. Our Business and Enterprise specialism has provided a
focus for particular developments and we are pleased to say that
the college has put itself forward as a Centre of Excellence for
Enterprise, entirely appropriate for a school in this part of the
country. This will lead to close collaboration with several na-
tional agencies as well as the University of Warwick. Such
recognition and the links that go with them enhance and deepen
the work we do and sometimes also bring in much needed
resources to the college.

And it will be soon be budget time and the annual battle to
improve school funding will begin again. I am pleased to say this
year though that the signs are much better. It probably still won’t
be enough, but the government does at least seem to have noted
the obvious unfairness of last year’s settlement and granted some
of the millions they withheld from Cambridgeshire’s schools.
Time will tell.                                                      Clive Bush

K-CLUB WINNERS
THE winners of the January K-
Club monthly draw:
1st prize (£50) Simon Turner
(No. 077)
2nd prize (£25) Mrs S Reynolds
(No. 181)
3rd prize (£10) Mrs G Thomas
(No. 405)

THE Balsham Horticultural
Society talk at 7.45 pm on 1st

February in the Meadow
School is to be given by Pro-
fessor Parker about the Cam-
bridge Botanic Garden. Visi-
tors are warmly welcomed.

Hilary Potter 891211

Balsham Botanic

THE Linton Camera Club
held their first meeting of the

new year in the village hall on
Sunday 9th January. The members
present discussed what we did last
year and the programme for this
year with some suggestions for
future awayday visits. The meet-
ing was concluded with a viewing
of some of the pictures taken dur-
ing the last year.

Our next meeting will be at
10am on Sunday 6th February in
the Village Hall. If you would like
to meet us please come along;
alternatively check our web site on
www.camclub.info to see who we
are and what we do. We welcome
all ages, ladies and gentlemen of
any ability; we are all amateurs.
For more information please con-
tact:

Roger Lapwood 891104 or
Ron Pitkin 891845

Catching up
and planning

Hooliganism in villages -
village college responsible

- a headline of yesteryear

get the family in one place ~a unique gift

www.family-name.me.uk

Professional built family web sites with 

your personal news, picture / photo 

gallery and  message board that you 

edit and we support.

Inclusive packages provide all of the 

stages from set-up to publication and 

cost only £95. We get the site up and 

running - you just supply your content!

Certificates are -supplied to give as gifts.

Contact Jon Pugh on 01223 89 78 79

email:  jon@hussarweb.co.uk

www.hussarweb.co.uk

Hussar Technical Services

web ~ systems ~ facilities

Clive Bush
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Your local CORGI Gas installer – 25 Years Experience

For all your domestic Plumbing, Heating and Gas
Appliance Installation and Maintenance Requirements

Telephone: 01223 893686
Mobile:     07973 262776

e-mail: info@gascare.gb.com

website: www.gascare.gb.com

BLJ
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,
CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

À

Beauty Salon
Facials,Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Aromatherapy, Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ing,  Make-Up, 

Colour analysis,  Ear 
Piercing, Sunbed etc.

Tel Carol 893590
BABTAC, ITEC

L I N T O N

Roses
STEVE HALL
GARDEN SERVICES

CALL FOR HELP

IN YOUR GARDEN

TEL 01279 817739

MOBILE

07778 049063

Parish Council Matters is

written, edited and

published by the Parish

Council with the support of

the Linton News Team.

Parish Council MattersParish Council Matters

nature. It can create awesome
beauty or devastation; we have
had examples of both in recent
weeks. Village response to the
Tsunami victims has been
generous and heartwarming.
We have all been touched by
this tragedy, especially those
of us who know people in the
area or have affectionate
memories of the region. Closer
to home, we had floods in
Carlisle and I witnessed the
effects of storm damage in my
native area. It puts the Linton
flood of 2001 into global per-
spective, but many here are

still affected when they sell or
insure their homes. Develop-
ment in Linton, particularly
any affecting drainage or the
flood plain, has to be consid-
ered carefully; nature will not
be easily subjugated.

My work involves a great
deal of travel. It is intriguing
to see different scenery and
styles of building, how others
manage their traffic and how
village facilities compare.
Good ideas can be gleaned and
you can learn by others’ mis-
takes. However, I am always
glad to return to Linton - you

don’t have to be born here to
know this is home! It is reas-
suring to walk through the vil-
lage, see familiar faces and
exchange greetings. Acknowl-
edgement of others leads to a
sense of belonging to a com-
munity. But as one treasured
lady’s father reminded her, no
one will greet you if you don’t
greet them. Smiling is free,
can brighten your day and
forge new friendships; resolve
to give it a try!

You may have noticed trees
being pruned or felled in the
cemetery. This is work for

safety purposes mainly, but it
might encourage discussion
about other trees in the vil-
lage. Professional advice is
being sought on the condition
of trees under our care and
your views would be helpful,
especially regarding the trees
in the cemetery. Perhaps we
could also think about the
safety and appearance of our
own trees and how they affect
the neighbours. Our Chestnut
tree has recently been thinned
and looks so much better. I
hope that it will also create
less work for me; there is never

ending sweeping of petals,
buds, leaves and conkers, but
this is worthwhile for its
beauty. As an unexpected bo-
nus, the “Gardenworks” gen-
tleman has promised to give a
talk at an ACEs lunch – his
knowledge of trees is fasci-
nating.

On a positive note, Spring
is on its way with snowdrops
and aconites making a brave
show and you can tell that
Christmas is well and truly
over….we have Easter eggs in
the shops!
Enid Bald

YOU WILL now be aware
that we have won our bat-

tle for a replacement Commu-
nity Beat Manager.

PC 666, Martin Addison-
Atkinson takes up the position
of Linton CBM on 24th Janu-
ary. He knows the area and
local issues from his current
role as the Fulbourn CBM and
can be contacted on 07740
734974 or e-mail martin
. a d d i s o n - a t k i n s o n @
cambs.pnn.police.uk. As Po-
lice Liaison Officer for the Par-
ish Council, I warmly welcome
him and offer my assistance
whenever and wherever
needed.

Since joining the Parish

Our Community Beat Manager – a Parish
Councillor’s battle!

Council, I have realised the
importance of active represen-
tation on local issues at a local
level, and was pleased when
the Parish Council gave me
authority to organise a cam-
paign to have this key post re-
stored. At the centre of the cam-
paign was our Petition, backed
by our MP Jim Paice, which
attracted over five hundred sig-
natures. To my knowledge,
only four people refused to
sign, giving a level of support
of over 99% of those ap-
proached. This is a resounding
victory and shows the strong
feelings in Linton over this is-
sue. More importantly, this was
a great example of how indi-

viduals within a community
can have a say and work to-
gether to make a difference and
influence decisions. Everyone
who signed the petition should
take credit for this and feel re-
assured that the voice of the
people can be heard.

The Parish Council cam-
paign consisted of letters, e-
mails and questions to the Po-
lice Authority at many local
consultation evenings. After
initially disappointing re-
sponses from the Police, I was
grateful for the help of Peter

Roger Hickford at start of campaign

Hase. Although he is not a Lin-
ton resident, he attends Parish
Council meetings as a Con-
servative representative, and
gave a real boost to the cam-
paign. Linton Parish Council
has no affiliation to any politi-
cal party, but that doesn’t mean

we should never speak to or
seek help from anyone of an
obvious political persuasion.
Through him we gained news-
paper, radio and television ex-
posure, but it was the response
to our petition by the people of
Linton that gave the greatest
leverage.

Thanks are due to Jim Paice
MP, Peter Hase, and above all
to everyone who worked on
the petition, signed it, and de-
livered the successful outcome.
Roger Hickford,
Parish Councillor for
Police Liaison

Chairman’s View
Roger has proved a very active
and influential new member of
the Parish Council; all praise
is due to him for the efficacy of
this campaign. He had already
proved himself by pushing
through the Section 30 order
on Copperfields.

Please remember that we
are unpaid, most still work
hard for a living and we put a
great deal of our own resources
and time into the Parish Coun-
cil. We often get little recogni-
tion for our achievements and
credit is often hijacked by other
parties. The superb outcome of
this campaign proves how ef-
fective the volunteers and peo-
ple of Linton can be in influ-
encing high-level decisions.
Credit is due to Roger, those
who did the “leg-work” and
all who signed the petition.

Linton’s Community Police Force
CBM Martin Addison-Atkinson and PCSO Judi Di Bon

outside Linton Police Station

View from the
chair!

NOTHING on this planet is
as powerful as the force of
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Students
20% off

Special Kids
Prices

THE

ROOM
37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890
OPENING TIMES
Mon 9-5 pm
Tues 9-5 pm
Wed 9-7 pm
Thurs 9-7 pm
Fri 9-5 pm
Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens 
Monday & Tuesday

Late opening until 7 pm on
 Wednesday & Thursday

Chippy’s
Traditional Fish & Chips

Fresh fish daily Cod, Rock Eel, Skate, Haddock & Plaice
Burgers

Mushy Peas,
Curry Sauce

Pukka Pies, Chicken &
Mushroom, Steak &

Kidney, Minced Beef

BBQ Chicken,
Scampi, Chicken
Nuggets, Scampi

Now in Linton every Thursday
We look forward to seeing you

out side of
Linton Junior School

Wheatsheaf Way 5 - 8pm

Kumon: an education for life
Whatever your child wants to achieve in life, a 
solid foundation in maths and English is 
essential. With the year-round Kumon 
programmes, children develop confidence, 
discipline and study skills that last them a 
lifetime.

Call your local Kumon study centre today

LINTON CENTRE

MRS K TUMBER 01223 893578

For almost 50 years, children around the world have 
benefited from studying the Kumon maths and native 
language programmes. 45,000 children of all ages and 
abilities are currently enrolled at study centres 

throughout the UK.

Clean plates, Clean glasses, 
Clean prep. surfaces, Clean toilets

Economically, Purely, simply biologically
Many choices from a range of detergents -

degreasers - descalers - toilet rolls - 
kitchen rolls - powders and liquids. 

Daily deliveries- monthly accounts- c.o.d.  

P
O

IN
T

C
O

N
T

A
C

T

POINT CONTACT
AT THE GRIP

Cash and Collect
Telephone 01223 894000

For  

Hygiene products business to business

Oriental Medicine in Linton
Acupuncture and Massage - a safe and effective system 
of healing using needles to restore and promote health.
Peter White BA MBAc Dip TCM China

Shiatsu - relaxing bodywork closely related to acupuncture, 
using finger and palm pressure techniques.
Cindy Faulkner BA MRSS

Common ailments treated are:
 stress and tension back pain insomnia
 low energy joint stiffness asthma
 depression PMT digestive problems
 headaches  sciatica menstrual problems

Practitioners are fully qualified and insured.
For more information telephone: 01223 890832

Council minutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilmin
MINUTES of the Linton

Parish Council Meeting held at
the Cathodeon Centre on
Thursday 6th January show 9
Councillors present to hear
Peter Hase, of Balsham, who
was a participant in Cllr

Hickford’s petition currently
circulating the village for a re-
placement Community Beat
Manager (CBM), give Council
an update on the campaign so
far and he also outlined the
future strategy. He noted that
there were in excess of 500
signatures to date and that there
had been coverage of the cam-
paign that evening in the Cam-
bridge Evening News. He re-
ported that there was to be a
radio interview the next day
and that at the end of the month
it was planned for the petition
to be handed to the Chief Con-
stable of Cambridgeshire, Tom
Lloyd, by Cllr Hickford, him-
self and James Paice, the local
Member of Parliament.
 The Chairman thanked Mr

Hase for the update and con-
gratulated Cllr Hickford and all
concerned on the campaign so
far.

Rights of Way Co-
ordinator, Cllr Rossiter, re-
ported she had been in verbal
communication with the
County Council Rights of Way
officer, John Cooper, and dis-
cussed comments received on
the proposed alterations to lo-
cal paths with him. It was ap-
parent there may be a short
delay on this matter as the CC
department was currently un-
derstaffed. John Cooper would
keep Council advised.

Leadwell Meadows – The
Clerk reported, further to que-
ries raised by Cllr Rossiter, that
Herald Contractors considered
that the quoted additional
works to the value of £615 re-
cently agreed by Council had
now been completed. It was
apparent that Cllr Rossiter was
unhappy with the quality and
content of the work and it was
agreed that she would take this
up with Cllr Cox, the Co-
ordinator who had agreed the
works originally, on his return
from holiday, before any com
plaints to the Contractors was
made.

 Cllr Rossiter thanked who-

mended that CC/Highways
should be specifically re-
quested to reply regarding the
anomaly in the modelling, and
also to show same with inter-
mittent lights at the Bartlow
Crossroads roundabout to
gauge whether this assisted in
less queue formation’, this

at the previous meeting.
Item 25 - BT – Letter advis-

ing proposal to remove public
telephone kiosk at junction of
High Street and Horseheath
Road. Discussion took place
regarding this and councillors
in general were alarmed and
concerned that BT should be
considering removing this. It
was also noted that Linton was
notorious for a bad signal for
mobile phones. There was a
large residential area in the
immediate vicinity which this
public call box served. The

Linton Village College

Horseheath Road
PUBLIC Phone Box

Repairs to High Street Co-op Frontage

Listed Building since his origi-
nal purchase. It was noted that
this had been discussed at Plan-
ning, who were recommend-
ing a letter in support of Mr

Westlake and his efforts to
maintain a vital business in the
village.

Item 39 – Victim Support –
Letter requesting donation.
This was discussed and it was
agreed that the Council’s
policy of only supporting items
specific to the village would be
passed on to them.

Items 42/43/51 & 52 – All
being dealt with under the Con-
fidential Item at 197.

Item 54 – Moore Stevens.
Letter regarding incomplete
audit. The Clerk reported that
this Council’s Annual Return
and copy of accounts had been
mislaid by the external audi-
tors. A new copy had now been
received by the office and had
been completed again and was
being returned by registered
post.

Item 24 - Cllr Rossiter re-
quested a copy of this.

Council then considered a
Confidential Item. The Chair-
man noted that under Section
100(A)(4) of the Local Gov-
ernment Act 1972, the public
be excluded from the meeting
for the following item on the
grounds that it involves the
likely disclosure of exempt in-
formation as defined in para-
graph 9 of Part 1 of Schedule
12A of the Act. He also re-
quested that Item 198 be com-
pleted first. This was agreed by
the meeting.

Under Any Other Business
Cllr Hickford requested that any
completed petition forms be
handed to him prior to leaving
the meeting.

The meeting closed at
20.51.

Listed Building - Sweettalk News

LINTON PARISH
COUNCIL

Linton Village Hall, Coles
Lane, Linton,

Cambridge, CB1 6JS. Tel:
C. 891001

www.lintonpc.org.uk
Clerk to the Council

Mrs Gill Barker
 Email:

clerk@lintonpc.org.uk
Office hours : Monday

9am–12noon
& 4–6pm,

Tuesday–Friday 9am–
12noon

Or by appointment

Parish Council dates
for Full Council meetings:
 February 3rd & 17th; March

3rd and 17th

All meetings held at the

Cathodeon Centre
and commence at 8pm

Offices held by individual
Councillors

Full Council and
Committee Chairmen

Chair of Council - Enid Bald
Vice Chair of Council -

Graham Potter
Chair of Planning -

Mike Gee
Vice Chair of Planning -

Mike Clay
Chair of Finance -

Graham Potter
Vice Chair of Finance -

Simon Alper
Chair of Traffic -

Val Urwin
Vice Chair of Traffic -

Esther Cornell
Further details of Council rep-
resentatives to outside bodies
and co-ordinators for specific
areas will follow next edition

Under Matters Arising from
the previous minutes, Cllr

Kenyon reported having repre-
sented this Council at an
awards ceremony at LVC for
anti-bullying. She noted that
these were national awards
from the Princess Diana Anti
Bullying Campaign and that
30 individual awards had been
bestowed on students at LVC.
She also advised council that
of these 30 only 3 were
awarded to boys. The event
was very pleasant.

The Planning Minutes from
2nd and 20th December, 2004
were considered with no que-
ries.

Reports from Co-ordinators
followed with Cllr Kenyon re-
porting that New Years Eve
and New Years Day had been
uneventful with regard to the
Recreation ground.

ever was responsible for the
article in the Linton News re-
garding the new piece of Coun-
cil recreational space, The
Glebe Land and, in particular,
noted that the picture was su-
perb. It was further noted that
Mrs France had written the arti-
cle and Cllr Potter had organ-
ised the photograph.

Council then considered the
Notes of the Traffic Working
Party meeting held on 20th De-
cember, 2004 and the recom-
mendations therein. The Notes
had been circulated previously.

With regard the recommen-
dations under Item 5 – ‘As a
result, the meeting agreed to
recommend to Full Council
that the offer of paying for ad-
ditional modelling work at the
Camgrain junction should be
withdrawn as soon as possi-
ble’, and ‘the meeting recom-

meeting agreed both recom-
mendations.

With regard to the recom-
mendation under Item 7 – rec-
ommending a letter to the Po-
lice regarding lack of enforce-
ment of the double yellow lines
outside the Co-op in the High
Street, this was also agreed by
the meeting.

Council then considered the
payments due. The list had
been circulated. The Clerk re-
ported on each item. Cllr

Batchelor proposed that the
payments, as listed, be made.
This was seconded by Cllr Gore
and agreed by the meeting with
Councillors Batchelor and
Gore signing the cheques.

All correspondence re-
ceived was then reviewed with
the following of particular in-
terest:-

Item 17 – Hereward Hous-
ing – Invitation to view newly
built housing for the elderly.
The Chairman and Cllr Clay had
attended. Cllr Clay reported that
the properties were well built
and nicely finished and that he
had spoken with prospective
occupants who were thrilled to
be moving in.

Item 18 – CC/Library De-
velopment meeting. The Chair-
man had attended and the re-
port on this had been reviewed

on Rights of Way proposals
which had been forwarded to
Cllr Rossiter.

Item 36 – Mr Westlake –
Copy letter to SCDC Planning
officers regarding planning
problems with his business
premises which had become a

nearest one to this was at
Church Lane, some consider-
able distance away in the case
of an emergency. It was agreed
that a reply would be sent voic-
ing this council’s objections to
the removal.

Items 30 & 31 – Comments

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services

for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 


