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Is it a bird, is it a plane or maybe a birdman? Not yet. It’s George Glossop of  Meadhaven, on the Camping Close
practising ground handling his wing, without an engine on his back. In April he goes to Spain to complete a paramotoring

course and collect an engine to strap to his back to give lift-off.
We will follow his progress and hope to have a full article when he returns from Spain with his paramotoring certificate.

Watch this space!
Picture by Roger Lapwood

Linton’s very own birdman
prepares to take off

Too good for jumble …
FOR something really different, sets of 1950s Meccano maga-
zines are on offer this month, a ledged external door 2'6" x
5'111/

2
" with letterbox, and a collection of seven large volumes

Encyclopaedia of Birds of Britain and Europe.  There are also
two coffee tables each approx. 4ft x 2ft – one pine and one teak,
and a glass fronted teak display cabinet 32"h x 16"d x 17"w .

The  Belswick hopper bike, new pump station iron, JVC TV
with remote control and a Toshiba music centre are all still
available.

To buy any of the above or to offer an item to profit a charity,
please contact me:

 Kate France 891602 or email
katefrance@linton48.freeserve.co.uk

THE Dog & Duck re-thatch-
ing is finally finished! And

doesn’t it look fabulous as you
drive down the High Street

Not only has the outside had
a facelift but also the restaurant
a redecoration and hopefully
the new ambience will activate
your taste buds! We will have
our new chef, who, with the
existing team, will raise the
quality of the food to new
heights  The small room is now
a ‘snug’ with Chesterfield so-
fas, books and magazines
where you can relax in com-
fort. This can be hired for small
group meetings, private or
business.  Outside there’s a new
smoker’s pavilion and the pa-
tio and riverside garden are
there for you and your family
to enjoy.

On Saturday 16th February
we held an official opening of
the newly thatched pub, serv-
ing champagne and gateaux to
all who were there. Through-
out the duration of the thatch-
ing we have had a pub compe-
tition to ‘Guess the number of
bundles of reeds used in the re-
thatching’. Half the proceeds
went to the local charity ACE,
the Linton Age Concern Char-
ity that helps the elderly re-
main in their own homes and
half to the person guessing cor-
rectly. Barry Gifford of Greene

EVERY year since 2002 the village of Linton has been
host to the Wacky Races. Following a break last

year, this year will see their return! They will be held on
Sunday 25th May, starting at the Crown Inn and finish-
ing at the recreation ground with entertainment for all
the family, including junior wacky races.

Everyone is welcome to be part of it. Without runners
and ‘chariots’ there is no event, so don’t just sit there, do
something! Over previous years it has benefited many
charities, both local and national. In total the event has
raised in excess of £13,500.

This year the beneficiaries will be Multiple Sclerosis
and Linton junior school. It costs £10 to enter a home-
made chariot, no engines allowed. If you raise over £100
in sponsorship money, your entry is free and whoever
raises the most sponsorship money will get a cash prize!
This year, entry on the starting grid is on a first come
first served basis, so don’t delay, reserve your grid space
now.

If you are part of an organisation which would like to
get involved, we have many pitches for stalls available at
the recreation ground. These are available at £5 and all
the money you raise on the day will go to your organisa-
tion.

If you would like to be involved, or if you would like
any more information please contact Joel at the Crown
in Linton on 891759. Entry forms and sponsorship forms
for the adult and the junior race are available there.

Joel Palmer

The return of the
Wacky Races

Worth waiting for: a village landmark looking good
King brewery and councillor
Enid Bald were there to present
the winner of the competition
with their cheque. A total of
£86 was raised. The winner
was David Whippet of Linton
who guessed the correct
number of 1753 bundles of
reeds.

Burns Night was a real Scot-
tish night. Andrew Ballard
from the Royal Cambridge
Scottish Society piped the
guests into the pub and, in tra-
ditional style, piped in the hag-
gis carried by chef Alison Tho-
mas.  Local Scotsman, Stephen
Inglis, was our chairman and
poet for the evening while sev-
eral guests contributed reciting
Burns’ poetry.  Alison Inglis
entertained us with her bril-
liance on the violin.

We also celebrated the Chi-
nese New Year – the Year of
the Rat – with a traditional
Chinese menu and held a Red
Rose Valentine’s dinner.  More
speciality nights are planned  –
check out what’s on via our
website www.dogandduck
linton.co.uk, pick up a dates
for your diary leaflet or call the
pub on 891257.

Spring is on it’s way, the
daffodils are coming out and
the ducks are quacking mer-
rily. We look forward to seeing
you soon.         Chris Varian

The Dog & Duck with its re-thatching complete
Picture by Roger Lapwood



Page 2 March 2008

L.B. CABSL.B. CABS
LINTONLINTON

PHONE LINTON 

01223 892986

For all your long and 
short taxi trips

Airports

Courier Service 
available

Roses
Beauty Salon
W E S T  W R AT T I N G

Facials,  Electrolysis,  
Waxing, Manicures,  

Pedicures,  Massage, 
Eyelash Tint ,  Ear Piercing. 

Mobi le service avai lable

Rene Guinot Agent
Tel Carol

01223 290450
or 07796 333351

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal

*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes

*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection

*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing

*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways

*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning

*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

ProClean
‘Just the One Name to Remember’‘Just the One Name to Remember’‘Just the One Name to Remember’‘Just the One Name to Remember’‘Just the One Name to Remember’

ACE HOUSE 

CLEARANCE

& REMOVALS

t Polite and Professional Service
t UK Removals
t Family Run Business
t Full & Part Clearance
t No Job too Big or Small
t Available 7 days a Week
t We Won’t be Beaten On Price!!

Telephone ANYTIME:   
   01799 584644
Mob: 07787867920
E-mail: acehousehold@hotmail.com

Opportunity awaits

We provide a professional and friendly recruitment

service to Haverhill and the surrounding villages. If you

are looking for short term temporary work or if you

are looking for the next step on your career ladder

then call us today or email your CV to:

jobs@cremrecruitment.co.uk

www.cremrecruitment.co.uk

Contact Colin Saunders or Tom McKenzie

on: 01440 708833

⇒ Industrial

⇒ Αδµινιστρατιον
⇒ Secretarial

⇒ Accounts

⇒ Sales

⇒ Customer Service

Thoughts from

the GRanta ranta
THERE are times when one has to wonder whether the right

people are in charge of the national purse. Of the billions
raised each year from the long-suffering motorist, only about one
quarter is invested in the road network. Some of the remainder
will apparently be used to help gentlemen of a certain faith to
maintain up to four wives. Pardon me, but the last time I looked,
bigamy was a crime in this country, punishable with a gaol term.
Not being a reader of the Daily Express, however, I have more
pressing concerns regarding the misuse or wastage of public
funds.

Our part of the country is not a traditional stronghold of the
party in office, and it is therefore not very surprising that the
insufficient funds allocated to this area from central government
keep our council tax high. One of the symptoms of meagre
funding is cutbacks in services. Over recent years, Linton has
experienced the ‘effect’ of these cutbacks – hence the build-up of
road detritus and minimal policing, for example.

Cambridgeshire’s Chief Constable, Julie Spence, was so
concerned about the lack of cash for her force that she felt
compelled to ask publicly for help.

Linton has experienced an upsurge in crime in recent years.
Burglaries, thefts and criminal damage are occurring with alarm-
ing frequency. In the same period, police cutbacks have surely
given those intent on causing distress and misery to others a much
easier ride than they are entitled to. The gangs of youths that
featured in the lives of many in this village last year have not gone
away. Smaller groups, not hibernating with the rest over winter,
have continued the vandalism and under-age drinking, confident
in the knowledge that they would be incredibly unlucky to be
apprehended. It seems unlikely that the parents of these feral
youngsters are oblivious to their actions, especially as some of
them claim to get their alcohol from them!

A common complaint of the younger generation is that they
have nothing to do. This is true, if you rule out sports, scouts,
guides, youth groups, TV and radio, community projects and
computer games, which don’t involve getting drunk.

We are fortunate in that the local PCSOs are putting in an
enormous effort in trying to avoid a repeat of last year, and the
parish council is, at long last, getting involved. The pavilion on
the recreation ground, a target several times in 2007 of the
exuberance of some misguided revellers, has been afforded the
protection of a CCTV camera. Who was the bright spark that
decided a changing room with a bar in it should get watched over
ahead of the houses and property of the villagers?

One of the jobs of the police and the parish council is to serve
their community in a way that gives protection to the people in
residence. Having heard how ridiculously expensive these cam-
eras are, I’m amazed that all that money could not have been put
to better use – another PCSO for example or even… wait for it..
an actual police constable – with the power to arrest everyone
from the cocky, tanked-up teenage hooligans to their speeding,
highway code-ignoring parents.

THE Cambridgeshire Bobby Scheme provides a free service to
victims of burglary aged 60 or more who live in Cambridgeshire
and Peterborough, and it also helps many older people who are
not yet victims but who are at higher risk.

The Bobby Scheme employs a co-ordinator and four mobile
carpenter/safety advisers to provide the service in a cost-effec-
tive way.

The Bobby Scheme carpenter/safety advisers will repair mi-
nor damage caused by the criminal and then install locks, bolts,
peepholes and door chains, etc. They will not turn a home into a
fortress but they will provide practical help, reassurance and
peace of mind at a time when it is needed most.

Their website is : www.cpstrust.org/bobby.htm

Enjoy a coffee morning with the Bobby Scheme

Members of the Bobby scheme

Picture submitted by Andrew Westward-Bate

Worried about crime? Help is at hand

UNSCRUPULOUS traders who prey on vulnerable people and
steal their life savings are being targeted as part of a
groundbreaking joint initiative in Cambridgeshire.

A special list of approved traders has been compiled to stop
conmen, from bogus builders to pilfering plumbers, being em-
ployed by older and vulnerable people.

The Cambridgeshire Registered Trader Scheme was launched
in March 2005 by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Distrac-
tion Burglary and Rogue Trader Task Force.

Cambridgeshire County Council Trading Standards has com-
piled a list of approved traders, including electricians, builders,
tilers and plumbers who have been subjected to stringent checks
before being included in the scheme.

The scheme, managed jointly by Cambridgeshire Police,
Trading Standards and Cambridgeshire Age Concern, aims to
help older and more vulnerable members of our community find
reliable and honest traders to carry out maintenance and repair
work on their homes.

The idea behind the Registered Trader Scheme is to give these
people the opportunity to have necessary work carried out
without the fear of crime. This can result from rogues who have
‘cold called’ on them in the past and taken advantage of their
trusting nature. By using a registered trader they can be assured
that they will not be conned. We want to drive out the rogues who
have operated in Cambridgeshire.

Graham Clarke
Registered Trader Scheme Co-ordinator
Graham.Clarke@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

....and an introduction to Cambridgeshire
Registered Trader Scheme

THE recent series of incidents, largely in rural areas where
elderly residents have been burgled, has had extensive publicity
and you will recall the suspects either entered homes through
insecure doors and windows or used bogus stories to gain access.
For example, they claimed to be police officers or used a variety
of stories to justify their presence.

Cambridgeshire Police have set up Operation Promenade in
response to this series of crimes. The operation consists of high
visibility patrols, detectives assigned to the operation and pre-
ventative measures and advice by the Police Crime Reduction
Unit and partner agencies.

We have received a number of very helpful telephone calls
identifying vehicles and sightings of possible offenders (we have
a photo-fit ID for one suspect and footprints from another site).
These are providing us with useful lines of enquiries – so do
please continue to be vigilant and keep calling. (See end).

The Crime Reduction Unit, the Distraction Burglary and
Rogue Trader Task Group (see article on this page) and South
Cambridgeshire Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership have
all made significant contributions towards raising awareness of
the problem and the simple steps you can take to keep safe.

If you would like a talk from one of our Crime Reduction
advisers, please do call Hilary Conner, manager of the Police
Crime Reduction Unit on 823479.

Thank you for your continued support and please continue to
help us to keep our communities safe. We must keep up our
guard.

Here is a reminder of a few simple steps that you can take:
• Ensure your front and back doors are locked (to prevent

anyone just walking into your home)
• Ensure all windows, especially those on the ground floor

are fitted with locks
• An intruder can gain entry through an opening no larger

than 9" (22cm) so please take care with open windows
• When answering the door to a caller remember the fol-

lowing:
Locked: Before opening the front door, ensure the back door

is locked.
Stop: Think – Do you normally get callers at this time?
Chain: Always put the door chain or door bar across before

...the coffee morning

...more on the recent robberies

you open the door. (This presents a physical and psychological
barrier which shows the caller that you are in charge)

Check:Never assume that what the caller is saying is true.
Always ask for their ID, take your time to check it and feel free
to close the door whilst the checks are being made. Be aware that
a bogus caller will have bogus ID so don’t always believe what
is on the card e.g. telephone numbers, especially mobile num-
bers.

Always use the phone directory to authenticate identification.
Remember a genuine caller will not mind waiting or will call
back at a more convenient time.

If you are still not sure, don’t open the door.
If you or a neighbour have any information about suspicious

callers/vehicles in your area please call the police on 0845 456
456 4 quoting Operation Promenade.

If you feel you are the victim of a crime and the suspect is still
in the vicinity or you are witnessing a crime dial 999 immedi-
ately.

With your help we can put a stop to these despicable crimes.
Hilary Conner

Crime Reduction Unit Manager
Parkside Police Station

hilary.conner@cambs.pnn.police.uk

❉  Experienced & Qualified caring staff

❉  OFSTED Registered & Inspected

❉  Member of NCMA

3 months - 8 yrs

Mon - Fri am/pm or all day sessions

Emergency or Overnight care

Short term drop in service

(subject to availability)

Tel: 01223 894464

Our apologies to Little Explor-
ers whose telephone number
disappeared from the ad in
last month’s issue. We appear
to have some technical prob-
lems which we have corrected
this month.

Editor

BED  and BREAKFAST
ANN & GEORGE PEAKE

Linton Heights
36 Wheatsheaf Way, Linton

Tel: (01223) 892516
Comfortable & friendly

Sorry

The Bobby Scheme...

FOLLOWING the recent distraction burglary at Hildersham and
elsewhere in the area,  I have arranged a coffee morning with the
Linton Neighbourhood Policing team and the Bobby Scheme
and hopefully the Community Safety Unit.

This will take place at 10.30am on Wednesday 5th March at
Hildersham village hall; everyone from the village and surround-
ing villages is welcome.

Please pass the message to your friends and neighbours; it
would be nice to see as many people as possible there.

If anyone would like to help making cups of coffee it would
be appreciated.

Andrew Westwood-Bate, Hildersham Parish Councillor
892430 or e-mail info@hildersham.org.uk

Les Westlake
Mobile: 07929 501101

Tel: 01223 892866
leswestlake@aol.com

Quality Painting
and

Decorating Service

HOUSE
GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

&
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GARAGE

DOORS
SERVICED-REPAIRED

REPLACED

Spares for all makes
Free Estimate, Brochures

and Advice
Steel – GRP – Timber

Sectional single or double skin
Roller Doors

A.B.C. Garage Door Systems

Telephone 01223 893798
or mobile 07774 499537

www.garagedoorsabc.co.uk
email@garagedoorsabc

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 

FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 

SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 2 Lintech Court

The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton 

Cambridge, CB1 6XN

Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

Russells Estate Agents

Sales & Lettings

properties required in

LINTON.
Call Glenn Coombe

at the Sawston Office on

01223 493420

Sold

russells.co.ukEmail us at
Sawston@russellres.co.uk
Website: www.russellres.co.uk

‘We Let Our Boards Speak For Themselves’

A warning to all dog owners

OUR THANKS

Dear Editor,
As I worked merrily in the glorious February sunshine to pay
my tax bill, Parliament spent the day discussing national flood
defence. I suppose in the current trend of fear and concern,
almost everyone will want to live on a hill, so I feel like shaking
the apple tree a little harder!

The market value of your house or the rent on it may depend
on how high your property is above sea level! The Environment
Agency, having spent a small fortune on surveys, has given
Linton a rating for the likelihood of flooding as ‘LOW’ or
0.05% or in betting terms 200 to 1. Erh! Somehow, I think they
may have that wrong. What do you think?

Let’s just look at the situation in simple terms. Linton is built
in a valley. A valley with a river running through it and a
natural flood plain. The remaining glacial moraines rise higher
than the surrounds which tends to mean clouds burst to pass
over, or, depending on air pressure and wind direction, settle
in the valley. There have been a number of floods in the last 50
years, and Linton has a history of some very serious ones. The
river has breached its banks several times in the last 15 years.

With the now obvious climate change (ask any gardener,
weather-watcher, child or anyone with a brain) and with
absolutely no change to our flood defence I leave my conclu-
sion to your good selves.

Living with nature is one thing, but don’t get drunk on
official statistics and fall asleep with a hungry serpent. I know
I share my passion for our community, village and wildlife with
many.  Oh, and further building on the hillside will only add to
an already precarious situation, whilst the developers take
their profits and live elsewhere leaving us to cope with their
mess.

Any thoughts?
Darryl Nantais, Chalklands.

Dear Editor,
My terrier dog was taken to the vets the other night for an
emergency operation. He was very ill and would have died
if it wasn’t for Mr Urwin and his capable staff, but he is
now on the mend.
The cause of the problem was a rope toy which he had for
Christmas, and over the weeks he had been swallowing the
pieces of string. I urge all dog owners to throw all rope
toys away; it could be your dog next time, and you might
not be so lucky.
Miss Thomson, Hillway.

Dear Editor,
Although it is more than six
months since my mother,
Kathleen Carlton, passed
away, I would like to thank
everyone who sent kind
donations to the Alzheimer’s
Research Trust, which
amounted to £435.
She would have been so
pleased to be able to help this
particular charity.
Once again thank you.
Joan Searle,
Castle Camps.

THREE new mem-
   bers plus visitors
joined us for our Febru-

ary meeting and were enter-
tained by an interesting talk
entitled Light among the trees.
Cynthia Norris chaired the
meeting, as our president, Ann
Simpkin, was enjoying  “break-
fast in Australia”.

The minutes of the January
meeting were read, and re-
minders given out about the
coffee mornings, (the March
one will be on 7th at Vera
Weatherly’s). A visit to Cam-
bridge University library,
Spring lunch on 5th March,
Spring council meting on 28th

April, group meeting at
Abington on 12th May and the
East of England Show in June
gives us plenty of events to
keep us very busy.

Our speaker Peter Beale, a

CHRISTMAS is over and sitting on the dresser are a
number of bottles of wine which have been very gra-
ciously received via friends and relatives. They bear

wonderful labels from different parts of the world. There is one
question that must come to nearly everyone in this situation.
Which wine does one drink with what kind of food?

This is where Hildersham’s guest speaker came to the rescue
for those who are not connoisseurs and feel totally inadequate
about making the right choice.

Alison’s subject Choosing wines for food was not only enjoy-
able when we tried five different wines, but was also an enlight-
ening experience when tried with different kinds of food. A very
interesting evening was had by all who participated.

Pamela J Parris

Has the Environment Agency got
it wrong?
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Readers write ... Readers write To guarantee entry into this diary please ensure that your
event is written into the diary in the Post Office.

Details of items in bold type may be found elsewhere in this edition.

You may also send an email with your event details to
diary@linton.info, or use the form on www.linton.info

Library times: Monday Closed; Tuesday 10.30am-1pm,
2pm-5pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm; Thursday
Closed; Friday 10.30am-1pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-8pm;
Saturday 10am-12noon.

WEEKLY
Junior badminton, 10am-12noon Sundays  SC
Adult tennis coaching, Sundays (call 07791 150141)  SC
Pilates, 10 and 11.15am Mondays  VH
Whist drive, 7.30pm Mondays  VH
Men’s all-age keep fit club, 8pm Mondays       SC
Ladies’ netball, 7-9pm Mondays       SC
WEA, 10am Tuesdays                VH
Linton Granta toddlers, 10am Tuesdays and Thursdays term time LVC
Hadstock toddler group, 2-2.30pm Tuesdays term time Hadstock VH
Ladies’ football, 7-8pm Tuesdays       LVC
Linton chess club, 7.30pm Tuesday                                              CC
Tae Kwon Do, 6-8pm Tuesdays and Thursdays       SC
Ladies’ badminton, 8-10pm Tuesdays       SC
IT club, 7pm Tuesdays CC
Yoga, 7.30pm Tuesdays term time Hildersham VH
Yoga, 1-2.45pm Wednesdays term time VH
Linton radio race car club, 6-10pm Wednesdays  VH
Men’s keep fit club, 8pm Wednesdays                  SC
Linton theatre workshop, Wednesdays (call 892076)
Tots-in-tow, 10-11.30am Wednesdays term time  VH
Music Matters, 9.45am & 11am Thursdays                                    VH
LVC badminton club, 8-10pm Thursdays  SC
Carpet bowls, 7.30pm Thursdays  VH
Rhyme’n’rhythm tots music group, Fridays 10.30 & 1.30 term time     URC  hall
Junior basketball, 6-7pm Fridays  SC
Bridge club, 7pm Fridays  CC
Tap dancing, 7.15-8pm Fridays  VH
Granta badminton club, 8-10pm Fridays  SC
For Sports Centre courses please call 890248

MARCH
  1 Farmers’ market, 9.30am LVC
  3 Camera club meeting, 7.15pm CC
  4 WI, 7.30pm VH
  5 Coffee morning, 10.30am Hildersham VH
  5 Storytime, 2.15pm Library
  5 Reading group, 8pm Dog & Duck
  5 Poetry reading by the Poet Laureate, 2pm LVC
  6,7,8 Tastes of Anglia Chilford Hall
  6 Luncheon club, 12.15pm The Crown
  6 Parish Council meeting, 8pm CC
  7 Women’s World Day of Prayer, 10.30am URC
  8 Dads and tots, 9.30am VH
  8 National car wash, 10am Fire Station
  8 Guides’ jumble sale, 2pm Infant school
  9 Camera club outing, 9.30am Coles Lane
  9 St John Passion, 6pm St Mary’s
  9 Junior cricket presentation, 4pm Pavilion
11 VIP group, 2pm Chalklands
11 Gardening club, 7.30pm VH
12 NSPCC Bring and buy, 10.30am 1 Mill Lane
13 Battle of the bands, 7pm LVC
14,15,16 Quilt fair Chilford Hall
15 Linton Jazz concert, 7.30pm LVC
15 Haverhill choral society concert, 7.30pm Haverhill
18 Neighbourhood police panel meeting, 7.30pm Junior school
18 Historical society,  7.30pm VH
19 CAMTAD Hearing Help, 9am-12noon HC
19 Storytime, 2.15pm Library
20 ACE visit to Anglesey Abbey, 10am Dog & Duck
20 Parish Council meeting, 8pm CC
29 Linton music society, 7.30pm LVC
30 5km fun run, 11am Infant school
31 Trefoil guild, 7.45pm 25 The Woodlands

APRIL
  1 WI, 7.30pm VH
  3 Luncheon club, 12.15pm The Crown
  3 Parish Council meeting, 8pm CC
  5 Farmers’ market, 9.30am LVC

Refuse collection: 3rd, 17th and 31st March.
Recycling collection: 10th and 25th March.

KEY: CC Cathodeon Centre, HC Health Centre, LVC Linton
Village College, SC Sports Centre, URC United Reform Church,
VH Village Hall.

Light among the trees
retired conservation officer,
gave us a marvellously enter-
taining talk about his work and
interest in wildlife over many
years, especially butterflies –
his slides were beautiful.

He showed that by cutting
down some trees and clearing
undergrowth you open up an
area in which wildlife and
plants can flourish as they get
more light. He encouraged us
to create ponds in our gardens,
a wonderful habitat for wild-
life providing hours of enter-
tainment. Peter has a reserve in
Godalming named after him –
a great honour.

Our next meeting will be at
7.30pm on 4th March when Pe-
ter Lawrence will be speaking
about  ‘London Dockland. It is
an open meeting so do come
and join us.

Trisha Lewis 893609

Choosing wines for food

A & R
PLASTERING

All aspects of plastering 

undertaken:

   Plasterboarding

      Rendering

        No job too small

19 years experience

Free estimates

Linton based:     Mobile:
01223 890228    0774 8627920

GRANTA School in Linton has come a long way since opening
and already has some good features, according to Government
inspectors.

The special school, which caters for pupils with complex
needs, opened in September 2006 and had its first inspection
from Ofsted – the Office for Standards in Education – last
November.

Inspectors said headteacher Lucie Calow had quickly gained
the confidence of staff and parents. “She has strengthened the
staff team in response to growing numbers of pupils and is clearly
bringing out the best in her staff. This is a significant achieve-
ment and there is a strong sense of energy and passion amongst
managers in key positions,” they added.

“Managers are very reflective practitioners and prepared to be
innovative in their quest to develop Granta into an outstanding
school,” their report said. “The school has received outstanding
support and challenge from the governing body.”

Inspectors particularly praised provision in the Foundation
Stage. “Children are making good progress in response to good
teaching. Planning is informed by good assessment procedures.”

The personal development and well-being of pupils was also
praised. “Pupils develop a strong sense of trust and enjoy school
because they feel safe and well cared for. They have very good
relationships with their teachers and support assistants.”

Simon Cobby

Granta School has come a long
way – Ofsted

J
USTIN PEARSON

Reliable, High Quality 

Painter & Decorator
for Interiors & Exteriors 

Free Estimates

Tel 01223 565310

Mobile 0775 2469130

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE

14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

BREAKFAST

Tel 01223 891383

Regency house near Church,
River views from bedrooms &
guest lounge.

BED &

Made to Measure

BLINDS
* Verticals * Roman *Roller *Pleated

* Venetian *Wooden
CALL NOW FOR

free quotation - free measuring - free fitting
All in the comfort of your own home - we visit you

All Blinds are fully guaranteed Quality assured

Tel: 01223 894020
or email the.blindman@talk21.com
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MALLYON & DONALDSON
Linton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267

Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.

Reliable service. Local references available.

Students

20% off

Special Kids

Prices

THE

ROOM

37 Bartlow Road, Linton

Tel: Pippa (01223) 890890

OPENING TIMES
Mon Closed

Tues 9-5 pm

Wed 9-7 pm

Thurs 9-7 pm

Fri 9-5 pm

Sat 9-3 pm

Senior Citizens

Tuesday & Wednesday

Late opening until 7 pm on

Wednesday & Thursday

White Chimneys Garden  DesignWhite Chimneys Garden  DesignWhite Chimneys Garden  DesignWhite Chimneys Garden  DesignWhite Chimneys Garden  Design
Garden designs, Planting Plans, Consultation Packages

or just some helpful advice.

A local business offering a flexible service.

Please visit the website for more details

Contact:

Judith Rawlinson BSc DipGD(InstGD)

Tel: 01223 897825
White Chimneys, Cardinals Green, Horseheath, Cambs

Email:Judithr2011@aol.com

www.whitechimneys-design.co.uk

Linton Community Sports Centre
- FITNESS SUITE -

PERSONAL TRAINING // HOLISTIC THERAPY

– TENNIS & NETBALL COURTS –
- FLOODLIT ‘3G’ ALL WEATHER FOOTBALL PITCH

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
RANGE OF TERM, HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES & PARTIES

  01223 890248
Check out the latest info at: -

AS usual both the children and staff at Chestnut playgroup have
been very busy with numerous activities. A definite favourite
was making their own stir-fry during the Chinese New Year
celebrations, with many of the children bringing home tasty
offerings several days in a row – delicious.

They also had great fun making a Chinese dragon which they
proudly paraded about.

Some of the topics for the new term will be growing things,
new life, and of course Easter, along with concentrating on
several lovely books including “Jim and the Beanstalk” and
“Jasper’s Beanstalk” which tie in with the topic of growing
things.  The children will also get the chance to plant seeds and
start to prepare the fantastic garden that they are lucky enough to
have, for the season ahead.

We would also like to say a big thank you to everyone who has
been filling the box in the library foyer with old printer cartridges
and mobile phones. These are all sent away for recycling and in
return the playgroup is given money which is always put to very
good use buying new equipment. Everyone’s help with this is
much appreciated.

Keep up the good work !
Harriet Braithwaite 894780

A BRAND new indoor soft
play funhouse called Play

Daze is the latest attraction to
open in Linton.

Run by local husband and
wife Andy and Julie Davies,
this is a brand new venture for
them at Unit 12c/d The Grip,
that has taken 10 months hard
work to get up and running,
although they would both like
to thank Merlem Properties for
project managing the complete
refit in just four weeks.

The main adventure play
area is designed on an under-
water sea world theme and fea-
tures a four lane wavy slide and
three tier adventure play area
for four to 10-year-olds.

Toddlers up to four years
old are well catered for in their
own enclosed play area com-
plete with ball pool and pedal
cars.

Mums, dads and grandpar-
ents can relax with an excellent

The Chestnut playgroup looks
forward to growing things

Play Daze opens its doors,
not just for children

Coming down: a happy group of children enjoy the new
facilities at Play Daze

Picture by Julian’s photography

Peter Jackson answers questions from many
interested members

Climbing the walls

THE young people from the Linton Churches Together Youth
Project would like to invite the community of Linton to an
alternative Easter service. It will be held at 7pm on Palm Sunday,
16th March in Linton village hall, Coles Lane.

You will be taken on a journey through Easter, from Palm
Sunday – Maundy Thursday – Good Friday to the celebration of
Easter Day; discovering what Easter is all about. The service will
be led by young people aged 11-18. There will be drama, media,
stories from the youngsters, songs and worship led by the
IMPACT youth band.

The youth have put on a number of services over the last few
years, often choosing to raise awareness and money for big issues
of injustice, such as ‘Make Poverty History’, ‘Stop the Traffic’
and, most recently, ‘Slum Survivor’. These services have always
been well-attended and really good fun. This time the young
people have chosen to share with you the good news and the hope
of the Easter story.

The service will be suitable for families and all are warmly
invited. It would be wonderful to see you there.

For more details contact me:
Louise Rose (Linton Churches Together Youth Worker)

894859
or email larose@tiscali.co.uk

LINTON Churches Together held their first healing service in
Linton during October 2006. It was so well attended that they
decided to continue them on a monthly basis. Responsible for
setting up the services is Linton Free Church member and
worship leader, Adrian Rose.

Adrian suffered severely for many years with the debilitating
illness ME (chronic fatigue syndrome). In 2003 he had an
amazing experience of divine healing which came about as a
direct result of his attending a church healing service in Oakington
near Cambridge and being prayed for. He had a book published
in late 2005 called “Love Never Fails”, which has been bringing
much hope and encouragement to others suffering with health
problems that seem to have no cure.

The healing services in Linton have regularly been attracting
between 70 and 100 people from across the whole of East Anglia.
Each service has a different speaker, some local, some travelling
from further afield. On Friday 28th March, we have the very well-
known and respected Christian minister Rev Colin Urquhart.
Colin is a world famous author with several best-selling titles to
his name. This service will be held in the village college hall.
Doors open for all services at 7.30pm and each service starts at
8pm. Admission is always free and we always have refreshments
and a Christian book/CD stall.

For more details about these healing services, contact me:
 Adrian Rose 894859

cup of coffee and a slice of
cake, or try a range of hot and
cold meals complete with a
specials board and kiddies’
menu.

Play Daze is open seven
days a week from 10am-6pm.

Children’s birthday parties
can be booked as well as a new
Laser Tag party on 891470.

Plans are well in hand for a
disco room catering for up to
12-year-olds and a plasma TV
screen for accompanying
adults.

So come on dads, give mum
a well earned rest on Mother-
ing Sunday. Bring the children
and enjoy a full English break-
fast available from 10am-
12noon, or bring the whole
family down over the Easter
break.

Julie, Andy and the team
will ensure a warm welcome
awaits you.

LNT

Picture by Ron Pitkin

...and the Big HOPE

HOPE for healing...

Taking you through Easter

THE next concert from the
Linton Music Society will take
place at 7.30pm on Saturday
29th March at Linton village
college.

Combining two of
Wales’s brightest young
talents, this performance
promises to be an unforgetta-
ble experience.

The new Royal Harpist,
Claire Jones, performs with a
percussionist of outstanding
ability, Dewi Ellis, who
produces an amazing array of
sounds, ranging from the
emotional to the electrifying.

The evening will include
performances of The Santa
Fé Suite by William Mathias,
Sonata in G Major second
movement by CPE Bach and
Banjo and Fiddle by William
Krool.

Tickets are available at the
door or can be obtained in
advance from Sweet Talk
News 77 High Street Linton,
telephone 893480.

A brochure is available for
the whole season. For these
or concert tickets please
contact 894460 or 897983.

Hayley Donnan

Harpist and percussion in concert

Music Society
LINTON

G. DYE & SONS
GENERAL BUILDER

MAINTENANCE & 

GROUNDWORK

39 The Grove

Linton

Cambridge

CB1 6UQ

Tel: 01223 892089

Mobile: 07961 342887

Free Estimates

NEIL

CLAXTON

Painter and Decorator
Interior & Exterior

25 years experience
Free Estimates

Tel: 01223 893487

Mobile: 07724 073045

Linton churches healing
services

LAST month the gardening club welcomed back a
popular speaker, Peter Jackson from Scotsdales garden
centre, to share his insights on climbing and wall plants.
He did not disappoint as he imparted his expertise

during another informative talk, aided by both slides and speci-
mens brought along, despite the difficult season.

Thirty-nine of Peter’s favourite climbers, from several of the
ever popular clematis and honeysuckles to the less familiar
climbing fuchsia ‘Lady Boothby’, morning glory to hydrangea
seemanii were introduced to the group. Peter then gave a wonder-
ful talk about why he had chosen these climbers as his favourite
specimens, with details of their particular strengths and where
they thrived.

To his credit, Peter highlighted a suitable easy to care for
climber for a variety of situations, even the difficult to cover
north wall. Throughout the evening he also managed to answer
a barrage of questions with the ease of someone who has been
through the same difficulties and has thought about each problem
in advance.

The club’s next gathering will be at 7.30pm on 11th March
when Peter Walker will be presenting a talk entitled Ancient
ancestors and distant cousins, about garden plants we are familiar
with and their wild relatives. The club welcomes you to join us
for what promises to be an interesting evening in the village hall.

Future dates for your diaries include our talk on 8th April by
David Holmes on garden antiques, to which all are invited to
bring along any old tools or other items of interest from your
gardens, and the annual plant sale on 10th May for which contri-
butions of plants, cakes and produce would be most welcome.

Kirsten Newble 892425
lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk
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POT POURRI (38)

Reg No. 34107

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER - Estd. 1966
All aspects of Central Heating and Plumbing

Boiler Service & Maintenance

Bathroom Suites & Power Showers

Kitchen Installations - Tap Washers

Telephone 01223 892311

Mobile 07885 068047

1 Market Street, Saffron Walden CB101JB
Tel: 01799 513632 Fax: 01799 513318   
E-mail: sales@kevinhenry.co.uk

Kevin Henry Estate Agents
sell more houses – year-on-year –
than any other agent in the Saffron
Walden area.

Visit our website to find out why.

www.kevinhenry.co.uk

We have buyers waiting for a property like yours

Charlie Saville
Builder &
Decorator
 Tel/Fax:             
 01799 513413

 mobile:            
 07721 372642

A Member Of Sesame limited Which is Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE PAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE, OR ANY OTHER LOAN

SECURED UPON IT.  WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST

Ian Cross
01223 892821

email: Chapelifa@btinternet.com

De-Salis House, 6 Hillway Linton, Cambs, CB1 6JE

Independent Financial Advisers

SPECIALIST ADVICE ON
Pensions - Investments - Mortgages - Protection

Personal Financial Planning

FREE Initial Consultation & Without Obligation

LINTON PAVING
COMPANY

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

BLOCK PAVING & GRAVEL
DRIVES, PATIOS, FENCING,
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL

PAINTING,
GENERAL REPAIRS.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

LOCAL, RELIABLE AND
 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: 01223 890060

07765 594398

lintonpaving@aol.com

A.J. COPELAND & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Linton

Audit, Accountancy, Tax and Consultancy Services

for Business and Individuals

Computerised Self Assessment Tax Return Service

For FREE initial consultation phone 

01799 506602 

B
L

J
CONTRACTS

ALL TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

TERRACOTTA,

CERAMIC, MARBLE,

QUARRY TILES

NO JOB TOO SMALL

ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 01223 891372

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 

HOME SELECTION

FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING

All types of flooring 
available

Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETS

AN open cylindrical can, height 10cm, radius 5cm, is com-
pletely filled with water then tilted so that its axis makes an
angle of 30 degrees to the vertical.

How much water remains in the can due to the tilt, as a
percentage of the original amount and/or the volume?

(There are several ways of doing the calculation; one is
particularly easy. It may be useful to do the maths using
different methods and hope the results agree).

Solution  to No.37 – The highest car?

S(t) is tallest of the 20 smallest cars selected in the columns and
naturally the smallest in its column. Conversely, of the 12  cars
in the rows, T(s) is the smallest of the tall cars, however it is the
tallest in its row.

Now consider X, a car parked at the intersection of S(t)
column and T(s) row. X must be smaller than T(s) as T(s) is the
tallest in the row of X & T(s).

Similar reasoning shows that S(t) is smaller than X as S(t) is
the smallest car in the column of X and S(t).

Thus  X < T(s) and S(t) < X ( the symbol < means ‘less than’)
i.e. S(t) < X < T(s).

In other words, T(s) is taller than S(t). Or put in plain
language, the smallest of the tallest cars is taller than the tallest
of the smallest cars.

Urania

How much water?

ON 20th March there will be coach trip to Anglesey Abbey,
leaving The Dog and Duck at 10am, with pick-ups at
Chalklands, Crabtree Croft., etc. Transport to these points is
available.

The probable cost will be around £7.  To book, contact Sue/
Tina on 891001 or Enid on 891069.

Enid Bald

ACE goes to Anglesey Abbey

THE NSPCC coffee morning and bring and buy will be held at
1 Mill Lane from 10.30am to 12noon on Wednesday 12th

March.
Please come and enjoy coffee and a chat, buy some bargains

and help to support disadvantaged children in the Eastern
region.

Susan Anderson 891623

THIS year the tidy-up day at the cemetery will be from 10am
on Saturday 8th March. All helpers will be welcome. If the
weather is unsuitable the date will be 22nd March, same time and
place.

For more information please contact one of the cemetery
group, Enid Bald, Judy Rossiter or Mike Gee via the Linton
Parish council office 891001.

Tina Stock, Admin assistant to parish clerk

ALTHOUGH some of the fly-
ers delivered round the village
request clothes, shoes and blan-
kets that are for registered
charities, many come from
businesses that make a profit
by selling in the markets abroad
– not always even in third world
countries.

The Guides’ jumble sale at
2pm on 8th March at the Infant
school is to raise money for the

SPORT relief is fast ap-
proaching and if you think
you are up for the challenge
then please sign up to take
part. As well as the event
there will be a chance to try
out different sports and look
at the facilities available.

At 2pm on Sunday 16th

March at Linton community
sports centre, in the grounds
of Linton village college, you
can choose to run  one, three
or six miles in aid of sport
relief 2008.

We have prizes available
for the winners of each cat-
egory, best fancy dress indi-
vidual and best fancy dress
group.

We will also have a

Parent and child swimming taster session
WHY not come and introduce your child to water? With activi-
ties to music for water confidence and basic skills; a fun element
for both parent and child.
24th March at the Granta school pool
12noon – Parent and baby (6months-2years)
12.30 – 1pm Parent and toddler (2-4years)

New fitness class for mums and carers
From 10.30 – 11.30am on Mondays beginning after the Easter
holiday. In this class you will have full use of the fitness suite
under the supervision of our female trainer Vikki Green.

Vikki will help you with weight management and diet and
improve cardio-vascular fitness and general well-being. The
session is delivered in a class situation – to include warm up and
cool down to music. You will have your own programme tailored
to suit your needs.

Easter holiday activities
Our children’s activity programme is now available at the sports
centre. We will be running sessions in archery, trampolining,
football and tri-golf, along with a High School Musical dance
camp and a multi-sport development camp. Brochures will be
sent to primary and junior schools, or see our website for more
details at www.linton-sport-fitness.co.uk

If you are interested in any of these classes please contact:
 Claire Hoskin 890248

WELL there is good news and more good news this month.  The
delicious Linzer Delicatesse potatoes that we unfortunately lost
due to the farmer’s retirement  are now available from Liz on the
vegetable stall. We gather that enterprising members of the WI
arranged their own supply over Christmas but now they won’t
have to travel too far.

The other good news is that we have  found a true winner with
the Green Tye micro brewery run by Will Compton – having tried
all the beers over the five years of running markets,  this one is
truly the best.                                                            Jan Lupton

Cemetery tidy-up day

NSPCC Coffee Morning

Farmers’ market newsNew classes at Linton
community sports centre

Sport relief 2008
photographer taking pic-
tures which will be available
for purchase either on the
day or afterwards.

Organisers would like to
see as many people as possi-
ble but places are limited to
250.

We also hope to have a
famous face or two to set you
off on the run and even run
with you (names will be con-
firmed nearer the time).

For more information, to
register or to donate please
go to www.mysportrelief.
com/linton.

Lets all make a difference.
Jenny Furlow

890248
or 07752 495652

AT a meeting in January, the chairman of Linton Trefoil Guild,
Mrs Daphne Abbott, was presented with the Guild’s Registration
Certificate by Mrs Linda Larner, County Trefoil Guild chairman.
A letter of welcome from the National Trefoil Guild chairman,
Miss Elizabeth Ferrier, was read. Guide promises were renewed
as badges and membership cards were presented to three new
Trefoil Guild members.

Earlier in the evening, Helen Maimaris had recounted some of
her experiences on a Guide trip to Mexico. She had been part of
a group of Cambridgeshire Guides to visit Our Cabana in
Mexico. Our Cabana is one of the four world Guide centres.
During her stay she had the opportunity to take part in service
projects involving local people.

The Trefoil Guild is a group of adults who support girlguiding
and meet monthly with a variety of speakers and projects. New
members are welcome. For more information please contact:

Daphne 892418 or Jean 893513

The Trefoil guild, it’s official

Daphne Abbott and Linda Larner at the presentation
Picture by Jean Wheeler

Jumble sale to pay for Guides
£23.50 annual capitation fee
we have to pay for each of the
58 Linton Guides. We do ap-
preciate your support in turn-
ing out your unwanted items
which will be gratefully re-
ceived in the hall from 10am. If
you have jumble to be col-
lected, please telephone
891602 or 891925 to arrange a
convenient time.

Kate France

PAULINE'S
CHILDCARE IN 

LINTON

FOR UNDER FIVES

Ofsted registered

Monday – Friday

Ring for details

01223 891890

THE next national car wash will be held between 10am and
4pm on Saturday 8th March at Linton fire station in aid of the
firefighters’ charity. Refreshments will be on sale.

  Mark Collins

National car wash

LINTON’S next  neighbourhood panel meeting with the police
will start at 7.30pm on Tuesday 18th March at Linton Heights
junior school  (doors open 7pm). This is such an important
meeting where everyone can have their say and be heard by the
police.  Do go along and have your say.

Neighbourhood police panel
meeting

MUSIC

MATTERS

Fun music
classes for 18

months to 4yrs

Linton Village Hall

Thursday Mornings

For more information

tel: Emma 01223 893140
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À

         Annette's 

Beauty & Well Being

Try our new Sun beds and nail extension treatments 

Now open Mondays and until 

7:00pm on Tues, Wed and Thur

At The Bank House
37 High Street, Linton CB1 6HS

Telephone: 01223 891900
Annette Jackson vtct iihht babtac & Reiki master

AJB
Fencing
All types of domestic

fencing - decking

paving - landscaping

Garden services
01223 894795

07813 070542
www.ajbfencing.co.uk
Portfolio Available

• FITTED KITCHENS /
BEDROOMS /WARDROBES

• CABINET MAKERS
• BESPOKE JOINERY
• DOORS / WINDOWS / STAIRS
• WOODEN FLOORING
• CONSERVATORIES

FREE

COMPETITIVE

Tel.: 01223 890600 Mobile: 07802 885390

Watkins Joinery

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURANCE WORK

colin.watkins@keme.co.uk

Carpentry, Plumbing, Tiling

Door / Window Replacement

Kitchen / Bathroom Refitting

Fencing, Decking, Gardening

Painting, Decorating

Flat Pack Assembly

Property Maintenance

Steve Jackson
Service Engineer

All domestic appliance repairs, 

15 years industry experience.

Very reasonable rates.

Quick & reliable service.

Steve Jackson

(Home) 01223 893114

(Mobile) 07963 854653

Monday 8:30am - 6pm
Tuesday 8:30am - 6pm
Wednesday 9:00am - 8pm
Thursday 8:30am - 8pm
Friday 8:30am - 6pm

Wednesday - Thursday

Special rates for senior citizens Monday to Friday

Fully air conditioned

Nina, Jo, Kerry and Claire welcome you to

Fed up
with

garden
chores?

Give someone else the
work and relax!

Lawn and hedge cutting,
weeding/clearances, year-

round maintenance, fence/shed
treatment, wildlife gardening

Green-ways
Gardening Services
Tel. 01799 502322

500-750g mixed fish (tuna, cod, mackerel, salmon, what-
     ever)

250g bag mixed pre-cooked seafood (prawns, mussels,
     clams etc. or lobster !)

1/
2
 litre fish or chicken stock

1 good glass white wine
800g tinned chopped tomatoes
1 tablespoon tomato puree
4 cloves crushed garlic
1 large chopped onion
2 large chopped carrots
3 chopped sticks celery
1 medium chopped leek
2 bay leaves, a good handful of basil, a good handful of

     chopped flat leaf parsley.
1/

2
  tsp saffron threads. These can be expensive so are not

        always included.

Chef’s corner
with Joel

A fishy tale
DO you ever go to the shops or market and buy some fish because
it looked so good, then realise when you get it home, that there
is far too much for your needs?

Do you leave the extra bits in the fridge until they walk to the
bin?

Do you cook it all with the good intention of a sandwich
filling, and never use it?

Do you simply throw it away?
Does your cat benefit?
What I might suggest, as soon as you get home, is to cut off the

bits that you know you don’t need, then wrap it in cling film and
freeze it. This will ensure its freshness, and you can do this every
time you prepare various fish dishes until you have several pieces
of mixed fish (a seafood cocktail).

Essentially this dish is taken from the fishing towns and
villages in and around the Provençal region in France. It’s simple
and quick to prepare and delicious.

I would also add that it is not just about the fish in a “fish stew”
but the combination of the tomatoes, garlic, basil and saffron (if
used).

Bouillabaisse

Firstly allow your fish to defrost overnight in the fridge.
Slowly sweat down all the chopped vegetables in a large

     heavy bottomed saucepan.
Add the wine, tomatoes, stock and purée.
Allow this to simmer slowly .
Add the herbs (save some parsley for the garnish).
This should now be taking you back to the south of France

     with its fabulous flavours.
It’s now that you can add the fish (not the already cooked

     shellfish).
This will take about 10-15 mins at a slow simmer.
Now you can add the seafood cocktail and cook for a further

    2 mins.
Check for salt and pepper and serve into a terrine. Sprinkle

     over the remaining parsley, then everybody around the table
     can eat Provençal style with big chunks of white bread rolls.

If you fancied a little drop of the old vine? Some may say
     a powerful drop to match the strong flavours of the Provençal,
    but I feel a refreshing wine would work very well and be a
    perfect partner to the bouillabaisse. Try a Spanish Torres
    Rosé, that’s my tip.

Cheers.
Joel

What to do

Friendly professional advice to
meet your legal needs

Thorn House, 11 Hill Street, Saffron Walden, CB10 1EH

Telephone: 01799 526849

www.stevens-law.co.uk

S T E V E N S  S O L I C I T O R S

THIS month some of the
Linton Camera club mem-

bers (including one new mem-
ber) dipped their lenses into
the complex world of portrait
photography.

Our local professional,
Julian Edwards, was at the vil-
lage hall with his backdrop,
lights and expertise. Assisted
by his very knowledgeable son
Jason, they explained our ISOs
and ASAs and encouraged us
to be more creative with differ-
ent camera settings, rather than
rely on the comfort zone of
“auto”.

Julian’s daughter Gemma,
who was going to pose for us,
went into labour in the early
hours of that morning but my
sister Beverley stepped in ca-
pably and energetically to en-
joy the limelight. Mother and
baby Holly are doing well –
another lovely model for Julian
and Jason to photograph!

Some of our photos were

IT has been an
exciting time for
the Linton
Children’s Book
Festival as we
finalise our

programme. In addition to the
diverse line-up of speakers
already in place, we are
thrilled to announce that it is
Axel Scheffler – award-
winning illustrator of “The
Gruffalo” and many other
childrens’ classics, who will
be giving a talk on Saturday
10th May at the Infant school.
We are also delighted to
confirm the appearance of
Val Bloom, the acclaimed
author, poet and broadcaster
on Sunday 11th May at LVC.

There will be lots going on
in the local schools in the
week running up to the
Festival – including a special
show by Spill the Beans
(hilarious performance poets)
at the Granta school. Also the
Linton amateur dramatic
society, Theatre Workshop,
has promised a treat for local
cubs and brownies!

You can find out more by
logging onto our website at
www.lintonbookfest.org – or
keep an eye on our blog at
www.lintonbookfest.blogspot.com
for all the latest news.
Volunteers to help organise
and run the Festival would be
welcomed!
 Josephine Paterson, 893582

Baby can’t wait for rookie
photographers

excellent and some were not so
good, but we all came away
feeling we had learned some-
thing that will help to hone our
skills for future projects.

The next meeting will be
our club night at the Cathodeon
Centre  from 7.15-9.15pm on
Monday 3rd March and the next
away-day is on Sunday 9th

March with a trip to the Raptor
Centre, St Ives Road,
Woodhurst – meet at the Coles
Lane car park at 9.30am.

For further details please
phone Roger Lapwood on
891104 or me on 891988, or
visit our website at
www.lintoncameraclub.org.uk

Tracey Wilson

A portrait of the camera club with model Beverly, in front.
Picture by Julian’s Photography

IN September I started two new Yoga classes in
this area, both of which are now friendly, relaxed
and supportive groups. I am a British Wheel of
Yoga teacher with 30 years experience and it is
my hope these classes continue for years to
come.

One class is held in Linton village hall on
Wednesday afternoons between 1 and 2.45pm,
and the other is at Hildersham village hall on
Tuesday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30pm.
Both are all ability groups, working in stages, so
that people work at a comfortable level for them,
in a tranquil and non-competitive atmosphere,
whilst still having a thorough workout.

The word Yoga means “union”– of mind
body and spirit. With Yoga postures, breathing
and relaxation techniques we work towards bal-
ance, harmony and control in our own journey of
self-discovery.

The current term closes 18th and 19th March

Stretch and de-stress with Lynda’s Yoga
respectively for the Easter holiday. The Sum-
mer 10 week term starts on 8th and 9th April.

 Do come along and try yoga for yourself, it
really does help us to keep fit and active on all
levels, whilst helping us to cope with the eve-
ryday stresses of modern living.

“True balance is not a position of rigidity,
but one of great ease, a flowing with every
moment, giving, taking and constantly seeking
oneness.

In the whole of creation, all life serves and
complements each other.

Life is wonderful!
Just be what you truly are and find oneness

with all.”
“Irrigators guide the water; fletchers

straighten arrows; carpenters bend wood; wise
men shape themselves.”

Phone 891525, mobile 07772 031470,
e-mail lyndasaltmarsh@hotmail.co.uk

Look who’s coming
to Linton
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THERE on the floor tiles sat
the most beautiful long-

tailed field mouse I ever saw.
Also known as a wood-mouse
Apodemus sylvaticus, it wore a
fine dark grey-brown coat with
a bib of white. His long and
hairless prehensile tail framed
a little body with sticking out
ears and a tiny twitching nose.
Most endearing are their eyes,
so large for one so tiny; they
sparkled like the glass ones on
my old teddy bear.

I’m afraid his arrival was
not unaccompanied, but trans-
ported by some feline friends
of mine for a rather cruel game.
Sparky and Mr Muffles grum-
bled disapprovingly, whilst I
gently protected their furry
shuttlecock with my hand.
Sensing my unfavourable
opinion they withdrew whilst I
discovered that remarkably,
the mouse had not suffered a
single scratch, yet was obvi-
ously an unwilling participant
in this particular tournament.

 With warmth from my palm
and a few drops of Linton wa-
ter the little creature, no bigger
than my thumb, perked up and
was ready to hop home. His
tiny heart raced like a
Kawasaki two-stroke twin en-
gine. When I set him down in
the grass, he ran off faster than
any wind-up toy and disap-
peared into the undergrowth to
live another day, complete with

bring back food for mum.
Next day in glorious sun-

shine I surveyed our village
with watchful eyes. A walk to
Borley Wood bore much de-
light, accompanied by the
sounds of St Mary’s church
bells. Blessed with feet to carry
me up the hill I revered the
travellers joy and unfolding
arum.

This early spring-like
weather had chaffinch and

robin singing their songs
with all the might of
their lungs whilst I

smelled the scent of fox
and deer, and sneaked

(though I’ve heard snuck)
upon a herd of the latter,

passing through.
The joy of our commu-

nity, the surrounding farmland,
river, streets, houses, hills and
woods and walkways make
Linton a real jewel. The views
to and from the water tower are
stunning.

As the writer of this diary
for many years I try hard to be
only a humble observer, but a
wave of interest by developers
all over our lovely village is
nibbling it away, field by field,
plot by plot.

Many natural habitats for
hedgehogs, newts, hare and fox
have now disappeared. So un-
less we hang on to it, in two
shakes of a lamb’s tail, its
beauty could all be gone.

LINTON COUNTRY DIARY by Darryl Nantais
 Illustrated by Maureen Williams

The tail of the mouse
his tail! I mention the latter for
if you happen to meet one,
avoid holding it by its tail, as
like some lizards, shedding the
end to make their escape is not
uncommon.

Now it is said that the dear
field mouse is a very intelli-
gent chap and proven to work
out a

plan of action long
before implementing one. I
suspect that having more natu-
ral enemies than almost any
other living creature, a strong
survival strategy would be a
good idea.

Of course being the focus of
so many hungry mouths, an
incredible breeding rate en-
sures continuity. Once they
have a mate they can give birth
to as many as five, deaf, blind
and bald babies every four
weeks or so, and 20 days later,
the little ones are fully grown.

The dads are very caring and
go out of their way, often to
great dangerous lengths, to

WELL, what has Kathy been
up to in pursuit of her dream
since we first spoke to her? We
left her facing a weekend away
where she discussed her place-
ment at Basildon’s St Martin’s
church and presented an essay
which touched on that, but was
mostly about her time at Arthur
Rank Hospice.

This experience had a
deep effect on Kathy, during
which she reflected that the
caring staff, at the beginning
of the circle, do all they can
to improve the patients’
quality of life, but the process
must continue with the
patients’ acknowledgement
of their own mortality. In a
society where death is more
remote than in the past, it is
the mourning relatives who
then need help, as many are
not familiar with the burial
service and procedures.
Kathy became aware that she
must address both these
issues so she can help to
smooth the path that com-
pletes the circle.

That essay was well

THE new manager at
Symonds House nursing
home, Helen Melhuish, is a
qualified nurse, having
trained and worked in the
NHS, served four years in
Queen Alexandra’s Royal
Army Nursing Corps, trained
as a health visitor and is a
qualified teacher in child
health and development for
students in further education.
She is married with three
grown up daughters and be-
gan her job at Symonds House
just before Christmas.

Among her first tasks was a
review of all areas for the next
CSCI (Commission for Social
Care Inspection). The inspec-
tors check standards of health
and personal care, daily life
and social activities, environ-
ment, staffing, management
and administration in the
home. Each area is assessed
on a scale of one to four; one
finding major shortfalls and
four being commendable.

There is no warning of the
inspectors’ visit and the re-
port is made on the situation
on that day, so Mrs Melhuish
was soon looking for areas
which needed attention.

Diary of an ordinand continued

makes time to be involved in
all their activities, and she
recently conducted a service
of songs and prayer for the
families of children baptized
in the last four years.

So now it’s head down to
complete the essay, watched
by Marmalade the cat, who
has recently suffered a sad
mishap. News of his progress
as well as Kathy’s will
feature in the May edition.

LNT

received by her mentors and
Kathy was pleased with her
high mark. She is up to date
with her assignments, and
although tired, for her
dyslexia hinders reading, she
is aware that she must spend
even more time in prepara-
tion as the finish line is
getting closer. Husband
Michael is very supportive,
even though Kathy admits
that the project has taken
over their lives.

At a course recently she
had to assess how the last
three years has changed her
(more of that next time) and,
although she is used to giving
talks on her interests, more
work must now be done on
the presentation of sermons,
hopefully to capture the
congregation’s interest! Good
reports from all her tutors
have been presented for
consideration, and the essay
on Christian doctrine is well
under way for submission in
April.

As chairman of Tots-in-
tow playgroup, Kathy still

Kathy: taking a break

Picture by Julian’s Photography

Local home under new management
As a nurse and teacher, Mrs

Melhuish is keen for staff
throughout the home to feel
part of a valued team and is
encouraging them to work for
higher national vocational
qualifications, which she says
will benefit both the individu-
als and the residents. She is
currently looking for a few
new permanent staff and some
temporary staff to cover for
maternity leave.

As manager she is involved
in plans for refurbishment,
both inside and outside the
Grade II listed building. Some
windows are to be replaced,
new carpets laid, two showers
installed and rooms redeco-
rated. There are plans for im-
proving the gardens with the
possibility of building a con-
servatory and making the day
units more independent.

And what of those interest-
ing old derelict buildings at
the back, towards Crabtree
Croft? Mrs Melhuish says
there are no definite plans but
they could be expanded for
more residents – or maybe they
will be renovated for staff ac-
commodation.

Kate France

STEVE WEBB

Painter
&

Decorator
over 30 years experience

CITY & GUILDS CERTIFICATES

31 Balsham Road
Linton
Cambridge
CB21 4LD
Tel: 01223 891119
Mobile: 07772991373

Helen Melhuish, new
manager at Symonds House

Picture by Julian’s Photography

FROM 8th March until 19th April
with a preview from 6-10pm on
7th, the Darryl Nantais gallery
will be holding its spring exhi-
bition featuring local artist
Ophelia Redpath with others.

A selective collection of
work by Dylan Izaak, whose
fun cartoon style images are
very popular, Leila Solomon,
who specialises in modern and
richly worked textile panels and
cushions, incredible life-like,
serene figurative prints by Ian
Faulkner, landscape oils by
Darryl Nantais inspired by the
local landscape, Janet Rogers’
uniquely textured works on pa-
per and Leigh Hunt’s beauti-
fully impressionist style land-
scapes and flowers.

For more information please
contact the gallery on 891289
or visit the website at
www.nantais-gallery.co.uk

Spring Exhibition
at the gallery Can you help?

GARTH would like your help in identifying the people in
this photograph from his collection. It was taken around
1936 at the opening of the water tower and pumping
station.

If you can help please contact Garth on 892395 or e-mail
him at garthcollard@btinternet.com

the bull
balsham

Tel: 01223 893844 www.the bullbalsham.co.uk

MARCH EVENTS
Sunday 2nd March

MOTHERING SUNDAY
Monday 17th March

ST PATRICK’S DAY SUPPER
An Irish supper evening; including live

entertainment with a menu of real favourites:
Colcannon, Cobbler & Barmbrack



Our waiting list for adverts is
currently closed

Our advertising Manager is Judith Rouse

 Telephone or text 07749 198977

email: adds@linton.info

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR

Can be put in the

Linton News Box in the Post Office

Editor: Wendy Foster

 Telephone or text 07821 610861

 email: lneditor@linton.info

THE LINTON N E W SN E W S
Next Publication Date 7th April 2008

DEADLINES for

ADVERTS Monday 17th March

NEWS ITEMS Thursday 20th March

For distribution queries please contact:
Kate France 891602
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS

S/0195/08/F Mr & Mrs A Suddery, 19 Mill Lane, Linton.
Extensions.

LINTON

VILLAGE

MOTORS

01223 830550
BOURNE BRIDGE ABINGTON CAMBRIDGE

(near COMFORT CAFE)

   • Authorised MOT centre • ALL MAKES serviced and repaired 

   • Competitive prices on tyres & exhausts

   • Collection and delivery arranged  •  FREE advice

   • Polite friendly staff  •  FREE use of courtesy car

A FULLY INSURED MOT APPROVED GARAGE
CAN YOUR MECHANIC SAY THAT?

Benten & Co.
Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a friendly, well established firm, large enough to 

deal with most accountancy and taxation matters.

Please telephone for an initial consultation

(without obligation)

Abbey House, 51 High Street, Saffron Walden

Telephone 01799 523053

www.benten.co.uk

Watch batteries and straps fitted while you wait.

Jewellery repairs including sizing and polishing.

All repair work carried out on the premises by a 

professional with 40 years experience.

We stock a selection of:

Silver Jewellery • Photo Frames • 

Collectables • Toiletries • 

Greeting Cards • Gift Wrap

61 HIGH STREET, LINTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB21 4HS

TEL: 01223 894255

F r i e n d l y
S e r v i c e

Curtains made-to measure

Full Re-upholstery Service

Free parking

www.designer-drapes.com

Linton Road, Hadstock, Cambs

01223 890556

BORLEY Wood is located
close to the boundary of

Balsham parish and almost
backs on to the Roman road. It
was part of the Barham Mano-
rial Estate from the time of the
Norman conquest and is still
owned by Pembroke College
in Cambridge, the present
landlords of Great Barham
Hall farm.

The wood covers an area of
about 140 acres today but was
only 100 acres before 1772
when an additional 40 acres
were added by the purchase of
the adjacent Michaelotts
Wood.

Timber accounted for over
25% of the total yearly mano-
rial income until the early 20th

century and there were annual
wood feasts to celebrate the
felling of trees in Borley
Wood.

One such feast was held at
the Bell Inn in November 1790
when licensee John Goodey
sold to Barham tenants 141
tickets, costing 2d to 4d each
for those who partook of the
feast laid on by Mrs. Lonsdale.
Much of the timber in the form
of bark went to the local tan-
ning industry.

Borley Wood was full of
game and poaching was one of
the main rural crimes in the
18th and 19th centuries. Game-
keepers were armed and often
the poachers thought that the
odds of being apprehended
could be reduced if they as-
saulted the keepers. At around
1am on 18th of November 1859
a violent poaching affray took
place in Borley Wood. Alleged
to be present were Richard

The Way We WereThe Way We WereThe Way We WereThe Way We WereThe Way We Were
by Garth Collardby Garth Collardby Garth Collardby Garth Collardby Garth Collard

Ellam aged 38 years, John
Daniels aged 50 years, Henry
Fuller aged 35 years, Charles
Marsh aged 40 years and James
Marsh aged 27 years. They
were all charged with poach-
ing, being armed with guns
and wounding a keeper with
intent to maim. The accused
were all notorious poachers
and resided in Balsham and
West Wratting.

Keeper Stephen Cottage of
Linton and his two sons heard
gunfire in the wood and spot-
ted the five men. However, the
keepers were soon over-
whelmed and then severely
beaten. Stephen Cottage had
his left ear cut through, numer-
ous cuts and bruises to his head
and body and a deep scar over
his left eye.

The next day Superintend-
ent Yeo from Linton police
station arrested the five men,
and weapons were discovered
in two of the houses. Fuller
and Ellam, both from Balsham
claimed they had been in bed
that night!

Numerous local witnesses
supported their alibis and the
jury at the Assizes in Cam-
bridge in February 1860 ac-
quitted three of the accused.
Charles Marsh was sentenced
to 18 months hard labour and
his brother James to four years
since they had been carrying
the guns.

Pembroke College inherited
the Barham Estate in 1807 and
proceeded ruthlessly to exploit
the timber reserves throughout
the 19th century, felling oak,
ash, beech, larch, elm and
spruce fir trees in yearly sales
of 100 to 150 trees. Pembroke
secured £150 to £250 yearly
from the sales of timber,
mainly oak. By 1908 the yearly
sum had fallen to under £30 a
year and the wood was ex-
hausted. Replanting had been

Workers cutting
the undergrowth
in Borley Wood,
taken around
1912

Picture courtesy

of the Cambridge

Collection

Borley Wood, an ancient woodland  in Linton
BACK in the 1970s, when platforms were high, hair was long

and I was still learning to tie my own shoelaces, schools were
part of local authority dominated communities. The 1980s and
90s were decades of change – schools began to manage their own
finances, some went Grant Maintained, moving away from local
authority control and became employers and property owners
and everywhere the emphasis was on competition – national
testing, performance tables and open enrolment all encouraged
this atmosphere.

In the late 1990s and early 2000s competition reached a peak
as popular schools were encouraged to expand and poorly
performing schools were closed down.

However in recent years the climate has been changing once
more and many schools have moved away from the open hostility
of years ago to a new era of collaboration.

Linton village college is no exception to this rule and we have
many collaborative partnerships which work to raise the achieve-
ment of students and to support community learners, not just in
our own catchment area, but in our partner communities too.

Our closest partner, because it is our closest neighbour, is the
Granta school. The village college provides site management
and catering for Granta and we work together on projects to help
individual children. Some of the most able students at Granta
work in our exam classes. Some of our students with special
educational needs can access the facilities and expertise at
Granta. This kind of informal shared provision gives us a
flexibility to stretch and support children as and when we need to.

Our six primary partners work very closely with us on a range
of projects. In recent years we have co-ordinated Year 6 – 7
transition with them, have organised Business and Enterprise
and French lessons and recently Year 3 students from each
school came to LVC to work on a medley of winter sports with
our Year 10 sports’ co-ordinators. This was just delightful to see
especially, since one of those sports’ co-ordinators was a student
from Granta.

All of the Linton cluster schools are part of a locality team with
the Sawston cluster schools. As a locality we make it our business
to make sure that every child in our area is safe, healthy,
achieving, enjoying and being prepared for future economic
well-being. We do this by making sure that we direct the
resources that we get in the best way possible, and by managing
a team of professionals who work with these children and their
families who need more support . This is a shift in emphasis from
caring about ‘the children in your own school’ to collaborating
to care for the children across the whole locality. Competition
just doesn’t come into it because the responsibility is wider.

We have a number of other partnerships with Sawston – the
Broadening Education (BE) Partnership provides both commu-
nities with adult education and arts development and we also
work together as schools on training events and on courses for
students. Sawston students come to us for engineering and
Linton students go to Sawston for health and social care classes.

Our partnerships continue to expand and develop. The intro-
duction of the 14 – 19 diplomas and young apprenticeships will
see us collaborate with schools across Cambridgeshire and over
the border into Suffolk too.

As the role of the local authority changes, these partnerships
are ever more important to us. We are making our own commu-
nities it seems.

Caroline Derbyshire
Principal

The Derbyshire
Post

totally neglected.
About 10 acres of

underwood for hurdles, poles
and thatching rods was cut
twice a year, but by 1936 even
the underwood was of no com-
mercial value. The war and the
urgent demand for timber fi-
nally destroyed the wood and
the college decided that it
could not afford to replant and
re-stock.

In October 1959 Borley
Wood was let to the Forestry
Commission on a 149 year
lease at a nominal rent. How-
ever, the sporting rights were
retained by the college. By
1971 matters had improved
and some two thirds of the
wood had been replanted
largely with ash, oak, Douglas
fir, Sitka spruce, Spanish
chestnut and larch trees.

BED AND

BREAKFAST
at

THE OLD BAKERY
WEST WRATTING

CAMBRIDGE
CB1 5LU

Also cottage to rent for holidays,
weekends and short-term breaks.

(situated at West Wratting)
Sleeps six people

Tel: David or Carol

(01223) 290492

BED & BREAKFAST

Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield Rise, Linton
Tel: 01223 892988

Quiet modern bungalow
Families welcome 

No Smoking



Cambridge 892263

16 BACK ROAD, LINTON

DOE, ADI and MIAM

☎

PLUMBLINE
Plumbing & Heating

RELIABLE COMPETITIVE

FRIENDLY SERVICE

Linton 
01223 893903

Don’t delay call today

P T Carpentry &
Building Services
where quality is affordable

Loft conversions, 

renovations, extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms,

and all aspects of carpentry

Paul Turner

23 Rivey Way, Linton
Tel 01223 892174

Mob 07939 568767

Local Ironing 
Service

Reasonable rates:
Charged per kilo or more 

economical hourly rate -

You decide,

Free collection/delivery available
Call Carolyn on:

01223 891762
07961 919374

Fast friendly 
ironing service 
tailored to suit 

your needs.

Reliable Local

Builder
From
conversions to plastering,
renovations to tiling and 
decorating-

No job too small

Tel: 01223 290925
Mobile 07813 070369

YOLE FARM
BUTCHERS

*
35-37 High Street,
Balsham, Cambs.

Tel: 01223 893832

Family and
Catering Butcher

All produce where ever
possible is sourced from
our own or local farms
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Parish Council Matters is

written, edited and
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Council with the support of

the Linton News Team.
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EVER since there has been vehicles and roads there have been
accidents. My great great grandfather was killed in Linton on

the Cambridge Road in 1865, after the wheels of the wagon he
was driving crushed his chest. Since then there have been great
strides in all kinds of transport, but sadly, the rising levels of
traffic have led to ever more frequent tragedies on our major
road.

There must have been a brief golden age of trouble free travel
back in the 1960’s, which some residents may remember. The
village thankfully got a by-pass, but it also had a railway. Alas,
soon after the road was completed an incredibly short sighted
man called Dr Beeching decided that we didn’t need the railway,
so he shut it. Now, nearly fifty years later, we can all see the
consequences.

Haverhill is the fastest growing town in Suffolk.  There is just
one road that connects it to the national network (A11 and M11)
and that is the A1307. Haverhill will continue to grow at a
phenomenal rate - a single planning application passed by St
Edmundsbury district council in December will see an increase
of HGV traffic by 250 per day, many of which will use the
A1307.

We are all only too well aware of the recurrent accidents on the
A1307. Too often the accident is recorded as due to ‘driver error’.
Police have already confirmed that the road is tricky to drive,
therefore there is less room for human error. Most people can
suffer the odd lapse of concentration (unless you are completely
perfect!) but undoubtedly the poor standard of driving is a
contributory factor. Words to describe some of it would be
unprintable. What can be done to improve the safety record of
this road is a matter of hot debate.  Not surprisingly, many people
have an opinion on what needs to be done, and many of their ideas
could help with the solution. Exiting the village can be a night-
mare, and with vehicle numbers so high some drivers are taking
unacceptable risks to enter the traffic flow at peak times.

Since the installation of the pedestrian crossing, villagers are
finding it easier to cross the road on foot although, since the
occasional vehicle is still going through on red, it is not without
risk! For those who use the crossing near the Granta Garage, the
situation is not as good; the island is constantly being hit, so for
a large percentage of time it is totally unusable.

At present there are no plans to improve any of the A1307
junctions. However, the county council has undertaken a speed

News on A1307 update
limit review of the road. After new guidance from the Depart-
ment for Transport, all A and B roads are to have their speed
limits reviewed.

The A1307 was chosen as the first road in Cambridgeshire to
be assessed. Whether any change to the speed limit will make
a difference to the accident statistics of the road remains to be
seen. There are many issues to consider - enforcement, whether
the lower speed will actually create fewer breaks in the traffic
etc. Of course, we need to think about all the road users and to
bear in mind that it is easier and safer for pedestrians to cross a
road when traffic is slower.

On the 29th January in the Village Hall, parish, district and
county councillors who represent all the villages that surround
the A1307 met Cambridgeshire Police and officers from Cam-
bridgeshire county council to discuss the results of the recent
speed limit review. The assessment criteria for the review were
formulated by the Transport Research Laboratory to include a
detailed scoring process for type of road traffic, current colli-
sion rate and the mean (average) speed.

Lorry blocking top of Linton High Street

Policy dictates that the speed limit on any road must be self-
enforcing. This means that drivers must perceive that the speed
limit is appropriate, and take account of houses on both sides of
the road, the number of side roads, lighting, crossings etc. In
order to make these changes in, say the Horseheath section,
which is not well lit and has few junctions, there would need to
be expensive engineering measures to make a 50mph limit self-
enforcing. For the Linton sections, vehicle speed is slower
(possibly because of the congestion!) and there is more housing
development, so changes to the limit could be achieved without
high expenditure.

For the Linton sections the detailed results presented by the
county council are as follows:-

Dual carriageway by Dalehead Foods - The current mean
speed is 60mph and the collision rate 35.1. At this review the
county council recommend no further action is taken to reduce
the limit.

Single carriageway between Linton Village College and
Granta Garage - The current mean speed is still being assessed
and further testing will be undertaken. The collision rate is 35.1.
Although this is the same as the Dalehead section there are
additional factors to take into consideration, such as the number
of junctions, pedestrian crossings etc. This area has been recom-
mended for further investigation to look at the causes of acci-
dents and to identify exactly what measures would be required
to implement a 30mph speed limit.

Single carriageway from Granta Garage until the Dene Road
dual carriageway - The current mean speed is 54mph and the
collision rate is 50.3.  The recommendation is to introduce a
50mph speed limit, without any engineering measures in the

Queuing traffic on A1307

near future. The police do have their reservations as to whether
this will make a difference to the accident rate, or how enforceable
it will be.  When it is reduced to 50mph it will no longer be
monitored by the mobile speed camera as the road circumstances
have changed!! In effect, this change in speed limit will be seen
as a test of the criteria and what the effects will be.

Interestingly the parish plan actually quoted some of these
scenarios when it was formulated some years ago. At that time the
residents of the village did want speed limits changed. All the
proposed alterations will go through a consultation period, with
the public being asked for their views, so it is very important to
understand the implications of the options. For some sections
there will be funding requirements and they will go through a
bidding process with all the other road schemes in Cambridge-
shire.

If there are no objections, the schemes that do not require
funding for additional measures, such as the Linton single car-
riageway, will be implemented as soon as possible. If there are
objections, the decision will be made by the area joint committee
for South Cambridgeshire.

If these changes are implemented, if road users abide by them
and if they effect the accident rate, only time will tell. Road
accidents are devastating and the suffering they cause families
and friends lasts a lifetime. Please take care and stay safe.

Cllr E Cornell

Bus entering Bartlow Road

LINTON PARISH COUNCIL
Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton,

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: C. 891001
www.lintonpc.org.uk

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Sue Parry
 Email: lintonpc@btconnect.com

Office hours : Monday 9am–12noon, & 4–
5.30pm, Tuesday–Friday 9am– 12noon

Or by appointment

Dates for full Council meetings:
March 6th and April 3rd and 17th 2008

All meetings held at the Cathodeon Centre
commencing at 8pm

Photos supplied by Access 1307

taken by Dr Marshall



CHIMNEY

SWEEP

J. L. WIGHT
Guild of Master
Sweeps.

Fully Insured

Qualified advice / 
problems solved.

Certificates issued.

01954 782284
20 Rampton Drift, Longstanton

 The Station House, Station Road

Morning, Afternoon, Lunch and 

Late Stay Sessions, 9am to 4pm 

during term time for children 

aged 2 to 5.

Pre-School sessions, to prepare 

for infant school. Holiday Clubs 

run during school holidays.

High staffing ratio, quality care.

  For further information ring:

  Marion:  897945 (school hours) 

  Jane:  503972 (at other times)

Little Hands 
Nursery School 
Linton

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Businesses

Self  Assessment - Personal Taxation

EASY, FREE PARKING

Accountants

Copley Hill Business Park, Babraham
Tel; 01223 830044. www.TPaccounts.co.uk

Bed &

Breakfast
Denise Kiddie

27, High Street, 
Linton

Tel 01223 893478

Large ground 
floor room

with king size bed
Families welcome

KJL Roofing
All roofing repairs,

leadwork, renewal of

pitched or flat roofs

New guttering,

repairs/unblocking

Free estimates before any

work commenced

25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440
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 Councilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutescouncilminutes

MINUTES of the meeting of the parish council held at the
Cathodeon Centre on 3rd January 2008.

Present: A Gore (chair), Ms E Cornell (vice-chair),
Mrs E Bald, Dr B Cox, B Hammett, R Hickford, J
Linsdell, G Potter, Dr J Rossiter, Dr V Urwin and Mrs S
Parry (clerk). Apologies for absence were received
from Cllrs Daly, Gee, Krarup and White and Mrs K
France (press).
Reports from Co-ordinators

Open Spaces - Concerns were raised regarding the condition
of pavements.  It was agreed to collate information and discuss
this matter in February.

Recreation Ground - Cllr Potter requested confirmation that
Herald will be removing suckers from the trees.

Cemetery - Cllr Bald reported that everything is in hand and
a clear-up day is planned in the spring.

Rights of Way - Cllr Rossiter reported that she has been
contacted by Kate Day in response to her email regarding
footpaths 18 (churchyard) and 24 (Bakers Lane).  Some funding
may be possible.

MINUTES of the meeting of the parish council held at the
Cathodeon Centre on 17th January 2008.

Present: Ms E Cornell (vice-chair), M Gee, R Hickford,
J Linsdell, G Potter, Dr J Rossiter, Dr V Urwin, Dr D
White; Mrs S Parry (clerk). County and district council-
lor J Batchelor, district councillor Mrs T Bear and Mrs
K France (press) were in attendance.

In the absence of the chair, the vice-chair opened the
meeting at 8pm.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs
Cox, Bald, Daly, Hammett and Krarup. Cllr Gore had
advised that he would be late.
Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting on 3rd

January 2008
Under item 171 Recreation Ground - Cllr Potter confirmed

that the tree suckers had been removed.
Under item 171 Leadwell Meadows - Cllr White had reported

that the area had been left untidy following the recent remedial
works. The clerk had contacted Herald who had agreed to rectify
matters and Cllr White would monitor the situation when the
work was completed.
Report from Police and consideration of policing, safety
and security issues

Cllr Hickford reported that PCSO Zally Huseyin had been due
to attend the meeting but had been called away on other duties
due to the recent spate of distraction burglaries. Notes on the
neighbourhood panel meeting held on 18th December had been
circulated. Cllr Cornell drew attention to section 5, priority
setting. Each village had been asked to name a location that they
wish to be targeted for speeding. It was agreed to suggest a)
Horseheath Road and b) Hadstock Road as complaints from
residents had been received.
Report from the county councillor

Cllr Batchelor reported that a new chief executive had been
appointed and would take up his position in April. The county
council was receiving a 2% increase in government funding for
the coming financial year, which would result in a need to make
savings whilst trying to maintain services. He was hopeful that
the installation of the proposed bus stop in Back Road was now
being actively addressed. The Linton Village College planning
application had been approved without any changes.  He con-
firmed that Keith Faunch was acting in a temporary capacity as
highways maintenance engineer. The clerk and Cllr Cornell
expressed their gratitude for the way in which he was undertak-
ing his duties.

Venture Playground - Cllr Hammett has contacted Wicksteed
Leisure and Anglian Playgrounds to identify the repairs re-
quired.  However it is thought that Zurich’s insurance check was
based on a previous one.

Leadwell Meadows - Herald are due to undertake planned
work tomorrow (4th January). Cllrs Rossiter and Cox to oversee.
The riverbank has been cleared close to the monitoring station.

Churchyard - Cllr Cox reported that the work being under-
taken by Landmark Restoration is very satisfactory. Cllr Cornell
reported that the application for the new footpath had been
discussed at the planning meeting but no comments have been
made due to the lack of information regarding materials to be
used.

A1307 - Cllr Cornell reported that at the recent neighbour-
hood policing meeting it was confirmed that the reduction of
speeding is still a priority. A speed limit review meeting is
planned for 29th January.
Correspondence list for discussion

Item 13 - Atlas Tree Surgery quotation for tree work in
churchyard £780 + VAT. It was agreed to accept this quotation.

Item 19 - Paynes Meadow request for the shingle area to be
concreted carried forward from last meeting. Following discus-
sion it was felt that this area remains the responsibility of the
developer. The approved plans and S106 agreement will be
checked to determine responsibility and the materials to be used.

Item 26 - Landmark Restoration quotation for repairs to gate
post and piers in churchyard - £1450 (incl VAT). It was agreed
that although this quotation forms part of the continuing work
being done and will match with existing work another quotation
should be sought. Cllr Cox agreed to obtain another quotation.

Item 31 - Cllr Rossiter reported that the SCDC public consul-
tations diary is not being updated.
Flaxfields update

SCDC have acknowledged receipt of our letter regarding
planning issues and had hoped to respond by Christmas. Cllr Gore
and Cornell have drafted a letter raising all our concerns regard-
ing Flaxfields. This letter will be emailed out to all for comment.

An amendment was made to the minutes dated 15th November
2007 regarding Flaxfields. If you wish to read the amendment the
minutes can be seem at the parish council offices.

Reports from the district councillors
Cllr Bear reported on the Christmas and New Year refuse

collections and said that district council was being urged to
make better arrangements next year. Residents could make their
comments known by emailing envhealth@scambs.gov.uk or by
writing to the Health and Environment Services department of
the council.

Cllr Batchelor reported that the audit commission was return-
ing to the council the following week and that any comments
about the council should be sent directly to them. The district
council had been awarded a 1% increase in government funding
for the coming financial year, and an appeal seeking a review of
the increase had been submitted.

Cllr Gore arrived.  The vice-chair vacated the chair
and Cllr Gore took the chair in her place.
Coles Lane car park

The chair confirmed that a further quotation to resurface the
car park has been received. However there were differences
between the various quotations as to the type of surface to be
used and the matter was being investigated. Cllr Cornell re-
ported that some of the surface drainage grilles were missing.
The clerk reported that there had been an increase in fly tipping
in the area of the recycling bins and that the district council were
called regularly to remove the rubbish. Cllr Batchelor confirmed
that the possibility of kerbside plastic collections had been
dropped by the district council for the time being, although  the
matter might be reviewed once a recycling plant, due to open in
Thetford in 2010, had opened. It was agreed to investigate the
costs of and liability for collecting fly tipping from the car park,
and to arrange a meeting with the highways department to try
and find an alternative site for recycling.
Consideration of budget proposal from precept meet-
ing

Cllr Urwin reported that as the new grass maintenance tender
was lower than expected, the grass maintenance budget could be
reduced. However it was agreed that as this was based on a
significantly different contract, so that extra works might be
required during the first year, the grass maintenance budget
should remain unchanged. Cllr Gee proposed that the budget
proposal including the recommendation to raise a precept of
£134,570, an increase of 5.5% on the current financial year, be
adopted.  This motion was agreed unanimously by the meeting.
Written reports from council representatives

Cllr Rossiter had previously issued a report following her
attendance at the CALC meeting. Concerns were raised that

parish councils were in danger of being sidelined by neighbour-
hood panels and other agencies such as local area agreements
(LAA). Cllr Rossiter asked other councillors to contribute to the
future consideration of this topic.
Meeting with pavilion and recreation ground users on
23rd January 2008

Cllr Cornell had issued a report containing items to be ad-
dressed at the meeting.  These included concerns raised by
residents and councillors. Cllrs Gore, Hickford, Linsdell and
Potter would be in attendance.
Correspondence list for discussion

Item 8 - Offer to provide a village map - It was agreed to obtain
a quotation.

Item 19 - District council request for response regarding its
progress following the previous visit by the audit commission.
Councillors were requested to send any observations to the clerk
within the following seven days so that a response could be
formulated.
Reports from councillors (for information only)

Cllr Gore confirmed that a further letter regarding ownership
of the land at the bottom of The Grove had been sent and that
advice was being sought regarding the quotation for the path to
the clapper stile and the churchyard path. John Cobb and Sons
would be contacted so that councillors could view examples of
their work locally.

Cllr Cornell reported that a meeting of the allotment working
party had been arranged for Monday 4th February at 7.30pm
upstairs in the Village Hall and that a quotation to pave the shingle
area at Paynes Meadow was being sought.

Note: Copies of reports and documents referred to in these
minutes can be inspected at the council’s office.

Tidying the cemetery

VOLUNTEERS  needed to help tidy the cemetery
following the winter winds. The Linton parish

council cemetery working party would welcome any
aid, complete with brooms etc, on Saturday 8th March
from 10am for an hour or so. If the weather is bad,
then we will try again on Saturday 22nd March.


